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Thefe  Preachers  and  Mendicants— ^ox  fome  tilne  rambled  uncon- 
troul'd,  taking  upon  them  tu  Confefs  and  Preach  wherever  they 
came,  without  the  confent  of  the  BiJIimp,  utterly  defpifing  all 
Canons  and  Ecclejiajlical  Rules:  and  profeffing  voluntary 
Poverty,  and  Contempt  of  Riches,  wandering  like  Strollers 
from  place  to  place,  under  a  pretence  of  Piety,  they  chous'd 
the  filly  People  of  their  Money. 
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PREFACE. 


E  V  E  R  A  L  Excellent  Trea- 
tifes  have  been  already  pub-- 
lifhed  againft  thii  Enthujiaftic 
and  Fanatical  Spirit  now 
working  in  a  fet  o^  pretended 
Reformers  among  us,  call'd  Me  t  ho  dip : 
Which,  though  they  have  not  been  able  to 
Jupprefs  it,  have  efFedually  fhewn  its  evil 
nature  and  tendency,  and  (as  the  Methodijls 
themfelves  confefs)  given  fome  check  to  its 
progrefs.  Nor  need  I  any  Apology,  if  I 
own  a  fort  of  impiilfe  and  hiprejjion  upon 
me,  and  think  myfclf  obligd  to  throw  in 
my  mite  towards  difcovering  the  dehifion  of 
this  dangerous  and prefiimptiwus  Se5f, 

'Tis  my  principal  defign,  as  a  caution  to 

all  Protejianis^  to   draw  a  Comparison  be- 

A  2  tweca 
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tween  the  wild  and  pernicious  Enthufiafms 
of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  Saints  in  the 
Popifi  Communion y  and  thofe  of  the  Me- 
thodijis  in  our  oiion  Country,  Bifhop  Stil- 
lifj^ fleet  hath  clearly  prov'd,  and  fufficiently 
exposed,  the  Fanaticijm  of  the  RomiJJj 
Church,  in  his  Incomparable  Difcourfe  con- 
cerni?ig  their  Idolatry  j  hath  fhewn  to  what 
Extravagant  Heights  it  has  been  carried, 
how  peculiarly  encouraged  by  the  Popes-, 
hath  been  the  foundation  of  their  feveral 
Rcligictis  Orders,  and  Societies-,  and  the 
e7igine  for  introducing  their  falfe,  fuperjii' 
tious,  and  idolatrciis  Dc£irines  and  FraSiices, 
'ViQiQ.  of  this  nature  will  appear  in  the  fol- 
lowing Treatife  j  together  with  plain  and 
full  evidence,  that  our  modern  Itinerant 
Enthiifiajis  are  treading  in  their  fteps,  and 
copying  their  example ;  their  whole  con- 
dud  being  but  a  Coimter-part  of  the  moji 
wild  Eanaticifms  of  the  mofl  abominable 
Comnmnion,  in  its  mofl  corrupt  Ages, 

But  as  the  Spirit  of  Enthufiafm  is  al- 
ways the  fame,  operating  in  much  the 
fame  manner  in  all  Se5ls  and  Frofeffions 
of  Religion,  and  difcovering  itfelf  in  fimi- 
lar  peculiarities  of  notions  and  behaviour; 
1  fliall  take  the  liberty  to  produce  firft  of 

all 
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all  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  this  in  the 
Se5i  of  the  Montanijis :  which  arofe  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  ihQfecond  Century, 
before  Popery  had  a  Beings  or  Chrijtianity 
an  EJlablipment.  The  Hiftory  of  Monta^ 
nifii  was  written  by  the  late  learned 
Dr.  Xd-^,  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford-, 
compiled  with  great  diligence  and  exadt- 
nefs ;  and  publifh'd  with  Dr.  Hicks's  En- 
thufiafm  Exorcis'd,  in  the  year  1709  :  and 
herein  a  large  account  is  given  from  all  the 
Records  of  Antiquity,  of  the  rife,  progrefs, 
difperfion,  pretenfions  and  tenets  of  that 
cuer-bearing  ISett.  And  I  am  much  mif- 
taken  if  our  Methodifts  (though  not  yet 
arriv'd  to  the  fame  height  of  madnefs) 
may  not  \\tvoJit  for  their  Fixtures,  and  be 
traced  in  all  their  lineaments. 

*Tis  indeed  a  misfortune  that  the 
Writings  of  the  Montanijis  are  lofi,  and 
never  came  down  to  our  hands :  what 
Accounts  and  Extradls  we  have  of  them 
being  collected  from  the  beft  Hifiorians  of 
thofe  times.  But  it  may  be  reckon'd  a 
happy  Circumfiancc,  that  we  have  the  moft 
fining  parts  of  the  Lives,  Characters, 
Sentiments  and  Anions  of    the   Methodifts 

from 
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from  themfehesy  and  that  too  by  a  fandlion 
from  HeaveJt.  They  have,  if  they  may 
be  credited,  been  fo  prejjed  in  Spirit^  re- 
ceiv'd  fuch  Dhitte  direSliom  to  preach  and 
print,    and  God  has  given  them  fuch  favour 

in  the  Eyes  of  the  Trinter  j that  the 

Frefs  has  cramm'd  the  Public  with  their 
journals.  Letters,-  and  other  Works  — — . 
even  to  a  Surfeit.  Without  thefe  con- 
feffions  from  their  own  mouths  we  might 
have  wanted  evidence  for  a  great  part  of  our 
Charge ',  and  been  f^rangers  to  many  of 
their  fanBiffd  fingidarities,  low  Jooleries^ 
and  high  prctenfons. 

And  yet,  for  want  of  leifure,  opportu- 
nity or  inclination,  there  are  feveral  of  their 
works  which  I  have  never  feen.  Their 
Journals  are  what  I  have  chiefly  confulted 
and  referr'd  to ;  and  in  my  Rotations 
(which  I  hope  2XtjuJl  and  fair)  have  not 
always  taken  notice  from  what  Edition  they 
are  taken.  Mr.  Wefleys  twofrjl  Journals 
are  of  the  fcco?jd  Edition  j  all  the  reft  are, 
I  think,  of  thtfirji.  What  few  Citations 
are  made  from  their  CollcBion  of  Letters 
(which  1  confefs  I  have  not  perus'd,  or 
feen)  are  taken  from  '  Obfervaiions  on  the 

*  Con-^ 
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*•  ConduB  of  the  Methodijis'  ;  and  the  juji^ 
nefs  of  thofe  references  were  never,  that  I 
know  or  believe,  call'd  in  queftion.  Thefe 
Citations  have  only,  in  the  margin^  the 
word  Letters, 

'Tis  certainly  matter  of  juft  concern, 
when  Men  of  a  good  underftanding,  ac- 
quir'd  Learning  and  Knowledge  of  Scrip- 
ture, embarrafs  themfelves  and  others  in 
fuch  chimerical,  but  pernicious  ProjeBs, 
One  at  leaft  of  the  Methodiji-Preachers 
muft  be  allnw'd  to  have  thefe  qualifications 
for  doing  real  Service  to  Religion :  And 
did  not  Experience  convince  us  how 
flrangely  Men  are  lofl  to  all  reafon  as  to 
fome  particulars,  wherewith  the  head  is 
touched,  who  yet  can  difcourfe,  and  write, 
and  aB  rationally  enough  in  other  refpecfls  j 
. — one  would  wonder  fuch  a  perfon  fhould 
quite  lofe  himfelf,  when  carried  away 
into  the  Extravagant  freaks  of  Methodifm, 

That  fuch  freaks  they  are,  will  eafily 
appear.  And  if  in  proving  it  I  am  fome- 
times  guilty  of  a  levity  of  exprefjion,  'tis  to 
be  hop'd  fome  allowance  will  be  made  in 
confideration  of  the  nature  of  the  SubjeB  : 

it 
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it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  keep  one's 
countenance,  and  be  {^QndWyfenous,  where 
others  are  ridiculous.  As  true  Religion 
however  is  the  mojl  ferious  thitjg  in  the 
World)  I  cannot  but  fincerely  lament  the 
progrefs  of  Infidelity  and  Immorality  among 
US;  I  cannot  but  earneftly  delire,  ?  and 
pray  for  an  efFedtual  Reformation  of  man- 
ners and  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel^  by  all 
fober  and  Chrijiian  Methods:  but  may 
venture  to  foretel,  without  pretending  to 
the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  that  this  Great 
work  will  never  be  accomplifh'd  by  an 
Enthufiajiic  and  Fanatical  head* 


End  of  the  P  r  e  f  a  c  e. 
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SECT.     I. 

An  Extrad: from  theHiiiovy  of  Montanifm 
Ifeing  ivhat  I  proposed  in  the  firft  place  to 
lay  before  the  Reader  j  /  ha'^e  taken  care 
to  do  it  'Without  any  variation,  lamfiire 
without  any  material  variation,  from  The 
Author's  own  Words :  that  I  may  not  b^ 
accused  c/ forcing  a  likenefs,  or  warping 
an-^  circumfance^  or  exprejjion,  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  the  Methodifts, 

**    AjONTANUSy  in  his  outward  ap- Page  74. 
"   /^i  pearance,  had  all  the  form  of  god- 
"  linefs  and  fpirituality  ;  and  got  the  re- p.  -.f^. 
*'  putation  of   no  mean   Sandlity,    by  his 
B  "  Juferitie^ 


(  o 

*'  Aujlerities  and     extraordinary    way    of 

"  living. —  Had  a  zeal   for  Religion  — 

*'  and  would   needs  fet  up  for  a   mighty 

"  Reformer  in   the  Church  :    but  wanting 

*'  folidity  of  Judgment,   and  coolneis  of 

**  Thought,  was  driven  away  by  every  im- 

Page  75.  "  pulfe  that  feiz'd  him  ;  —being  tranfport- 

"  ed    with    an  immoderate  and   irregular 

*'  zeal,    he   was   pofTefs'd    with   ajlrange 

"  Spirit: —  Many  doubting  whether   it 

77.    **  were  a  gocd  Spirit^  or  a  bad  one.  Hence 

"^-    "  he   fets  up  pretenfions  to  Prophecy  and 

"  Miracles.      Some    indeed   faw   through 

**  him,—  and  took  him  for  what  he  after- 

79.  **  wards  prov'd  to  he^  ufaife  Prophet, — 
*'  and  one  agitated  by  a  Spirit  of  Delufton : 
**  • — and  thefe  opposed,  and  reprov'd  him, 
"  — not  haftily,  but  upon  fober  and  ma- 
"  ture  deliberation,  after  trial  made  of  his 
*'  Spirit, — which  appear'd  very  much  like 
*'  the  fit  of  a  F;y?/;s>',  or  dijicmperd  Melan- 

80.  *'  choly. 

**  Others  deem'd  what  they  faw  in 
*'  Mont  aims  as  the  true  effed:  of  the  Holy 
**  Ghopi : —  and  were  hereby  lifted  up  with 
*'  an  extreme  'vanity  and  confidence^  as  if 
**  nothing  could  be  greater  and  higher  than 

^'-  "  this  Difpenfation  of  Mont  anus : — who 
"  being  raviflVd  with  the  Honour  of  fee- 
*'  ing  himfelf  fo  efleemed  and  liftened  to 
«<  — ufed  divers  Artifices  and  Stratagems  to 
"  draw  in  others,  and  did  fome  fober  and 

x8     "  fin  cere  Chrifiians, 

"  He 
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"  He  look'd  on  the   Governors  of  the 
*'  Church  as  much    degenerated,  invefled 
**  only  with  an  outward  Chara5fer:  —  /a'P'S;  s^' 
**  had  more  of  the  6^;r/Vthan  all  of  them  -, 
*'  — and  by  virtue  of  his  pretended  extraor- 
*'  dinary  Mi/Jion'wou\d.  he  exempted  from  the 
**  infpediion  of  his  rightful  Superiors:'^   ,,4. 
*'  whofe  flanding  rules  muft  give  way  to 
**  whatever  was  taken  for  a  Prophetic  impe-  89. 
"  tus. —  Montanus-j  intoxicated  with  thefe 
"  high  Notions,  went  up  and  down  and 
*'  drew  after  him   feveral  religious  Melan- 
"  chqlijls.      Several  of  the  iveaker  Sex,  ex-  92. 
*'  cited  by  his  high  pretenfions,  were  feized 
*'  upon — by  the  fame  Spirit ;  — as  Prifcilla 
*'  and  Maximilla  —  who  no   fooner   were 
*'  touch'd  by  the  Poiver  m  Mont  anus,  but  93- 
"  immediately  they    left  their  Hujbands -, 
"  fancying, — thathenceforwards  they  were 
*'  to  be  efpoufed    to  none  but  Chrifl, — 
"  eloping  from  their  Hufbands  to  follow 
*'  an  infamous  Cheat. — Hence  they  fancied   157. 
*'  themfelves  JF3^f^^v«/y  ^/rg-/;/^,  efpoufed  by  q^. 
"  Chrift,  who  perfonally  vifited  them,   con- 
"  verfing  with  them  as  one  Friend  converfes 
"  with  another. 

**  Thus,  led  on  with  2ifalfe  Faith —  and  95. 
"  pHff'<^^^P  beyond  meafure, — they  fell  into 
"  fundry  Snares,  and  eafily  miftook  the 
"  imaginations  of  their  own  Hearts,  or  the 
"  fuggeftions  of  the  old  Impojlor,  for  the 
"  pure  Infpirations  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 

"  The 
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page  JC2.  "  The  fame  Spirit  fell  upon  fome  of  the 
"  Men  alfo, — highly  efleem'd,  — as  extra- 
"  ordinarily  commiffion'd  by  God  to  raife 
103.  *'  up  this  pretended  new  Difpcnfation  :  — 
"  though  fome  of  them  were  clearly  con- 
*'  vinc'd  of  having  been  all  the  while  under 
*'  the  Condud  of  a  deceiving  Spirit,  that 
«^  had  ufurp'd  the  Name  of  the  Holy 
*'  Ghofi. 
tzz-ic^.  "  They  divide  into  Parties,  under  difFe- 
<'  rent  Leaders — and  continue  under  thefe 
"  novel  and  ftrange  Influences  to  diftrad: 
"  unwary  Minds.  —  Different  in  fundry 
*'  Points,  but  all  agreeing  in  pretences  to 
"  Injpiration,  and  a  heavenly  MiJJion. 

'^  Montaniis  begins  to   fet  up  his  little 

Ajjenihlies :  — they  give  forth  many  good 

exhortations  to  Holinefs,  rlgoroufly  pref- 

*'  fing  a   Reformation  of    Difcipline   and 

*'  Manners ;  —  their  Spirit  imitates  nearly 

"  the  Properties  of  the  Divine  Spirit,   in 

"  producing  good    Works  —   difcerning 

"  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart — by   Infpira- 

'*  tion  reproving  fome  prefent    for   their 

"  hidden  Faults —  with  fuch  a  fliew  of  the 

*'  Life  and  Spirit  of  Chriffianity,  as  made  it 

<*  hard  to  think  all-x  mere  Counterfeit, 

124.         "  Thcfe  new  Lights  fet  up  a  new  Church  : 

<«  — fomething  doubtful  whether  they  firfl 

"  Jepar ated  ixom  the  Church,  or  v^^xt  forced 

**  out.     But  with  a  flrange  air  oi  Confidence 

*'  thev,    or  rather    thofe  deluding   Spirits 

''  which   fpokc   through    them,    did    re- 

• ,,  ,,  "  proach 
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**  proach  and  vilify  the  Church — becaufe 
*^  fhe  every  where  rejeded  their  new  order 
''  of  Prophecy. 

*'  They  are  not  able  to  bear  with  thePigei26. 
"  deadnejs  and  the  formality  of  the  Catho- 
"  //a,  who  are  only  the  natural  ox  criminal    ,32. 
"  Men;  but  themiehei  the  Spiritual:  — 
"  they  looked  on  the  Catholics  as  carnal  and 
"  oiitjide  Chriftians^   that  had  not  the  true 
"  taifie  of  the   Spirit :   and  the  Chriflian 
"  Priejthocd  was  undermined  by  thefe  Pre-     ,^, 
"  tenders  to  an  extraordinary  and  unlimited 
"  Mi/Jion. 

"  They  were  eagerly  defirous  of  Perfe- 
"  cution^, — provoking  and  irritating  the /«-  , 
*'  Jidehj — to  draw  it  upon  themfelves :  but 
*'  this  vain  oflentation  did  often  in  the 
"  hour  of  Trial  moll  wretchedly  betray 
"  itfelf.  ^  _  ,06. 

"  By  their  rigorous  Difcipline  they  h6. 
"  brought  many  to  defpair :  but  yet  are 
**  charg'd  by  iht  Catholics  with  a  Morality  ^.^^ 
**  exceedingly /^^y^  and  fcandalous,  painting 
"  the  Chiefs  of  this  new  order  of  the  Infpir'd 
''  in  very  black  Characters; — which  mud 
'*  depend  on  the  fairnefs  of  the  Accounts 
"  tranfmitted  to  us : — fuch  as  making  their 
*'  markets  with  pretended  Revelations  and 
'*  Converfations  with  God —  fcraping  up 
"  all  they  could  get  under  the  pretence  of 
"  Charity,  and  voluntary  Oblations  ; — un- 
"  der  the  MalTc  of  Godlinefs,  defiled  with 
*'  Impurities,  ^c. 
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Pjgei53-  "  They  diftiriguifh'd  themfelves  by  an 
^^tOttd  fingularity, — againft  the  moft  in- 
nocent Recreation  of  Mind  or  Body  — 
againft  Games,  Sports  and  Play's  j  Drels, 
Furniture,  <^^. 

"  But  all  knew  the  Pretenfions  of  the 
Montanifts^  and  that  the  Foundation  of 
all  the  Extravagancies  they  run  into,  was 
the  pretext  of  a  Divine  Spirit  and  Power  ^ 
extraordinarily,  and  even  vifibly  ading 
them.— -And  they  took  themfelves  to  be 
perfeB,  having  the  Perfection  or  Con- 
fummation  of  the  Spirit. 
*'  They  call'd  themfelves  the  hifpird, 
the  Pure,  the  Saints,  the  EleB,  the 
Apojiolical :  while  the  Orthodox^  who 
could  not  bear  their  Prefumption,  gave 
them  generally  other  fort  of  Names, 
which  they  thought  they  better  ^de- 
fer ved. 

*'  In  the  Progrefs  ofMontaniJm  they  pro- 
ceeded from  one  Degree  to  another,  never 
ftopping,  or  knowing  where  to  flop  :  — 
Hence  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  un- 
certain Dictates  and  Impitlf:s  o{  ^Jlrange 
Spirit,  they  were  infenfibly  led  on  whi- 
ther they  leaft  fufpeded  : — and  all  man- 
ner of  Extravagancies  were  committed  by 
them,  as  if  they  had  an  exprefs  Com- 
mand for  fo  doing  from  Heaven.  — And 
the  ftri£inefs  of  the  Montanijl  Difcipline 
at  firft  was  the  Means  of  introducing 
the  Mahometan  loofcncjs  in  the  end. 

*'  Their 
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"  Their  Entkufi/jjm  led  the  van  to,  Pa 
and  was  very  confident  with  Atheif?7i. 
And  there  is  a  flirewd  fufpicion,  that 
J'ome  got  in  among  them  from  the  very- 
beginning,  and  managed  t]ie  weak 
well-meaning  People,  who  were  of  no 
Religion  themfelves,  but  put  on  a  Mafic 
to  deceive. 

*'  After  an  Account  how  Mont ani fin  af- 
terwards was  blended  and  interwoven 
with  the  mofh  abominable  Herefies ;  we 
come  to  its  Declenfion  in  the  fifth  Cen- 
tury, and  Extinction  in  the  fixth — v/hich 
made  way  for  another  new  'pretended  Dif-  317. 
penfatioUy  that  of  Mahomet  3  rifing  as  out 
of  its  Aflies ;  and  founded  chiefiy  upon 
fome  Principles  q{  Montanijm, 
"  In  the  Conchfwn^  th€  Author  fays,  we 
have  feen  how  a  well-meant,  but  indif-  338- 
creet  Zeal  was  furprized  by  the  cunning 
Artifices  of  Satan-,  and  led  on  from  flep 
to  flep,  for  want  of  being  guarded  by 
Humility ;  till  at  length  it  fell  into  the 
contrary  extreme.  How  from  an  affedia-r 
tation  of  Spiritual  Gifts —  the  Deceinjcr 
eafily  infinuated  himfelf  with  moft  fair 
Pretences^  and  led  both  him  and  hhjiliy 
Wo7nen  captive. 

*'  They  wer^  accounted  by  the  Multi-     34J. 
tudes  that  were  converted  to  them  as  the 
very  Apojlles  of  the  Lamb ;  they  expedled 
nothing  lefs  than  that  the  World  Ihould 
tie  brought  to  .owjj  thezrj^  and  that  then 

"  the 
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"  the  new  "Jerufalem  out  oi  Heaven  (hould 
*'  come  down  upon  Earth. 
page  350.  "  Whether  the  Enthiifiajlic  FaJJion  be 
"  confider'd  as  a  Difeafe  of  the  Mind  and 
'*  Spirits,  natural  ox fupernatiiraU  or  fnix'dy 
"  or  as  propevly  preternatural  'j — it  appears 
"  manifeflly  from  this  Account  —  that  it 
*'  is  now  the  fame  as  it  was  then  ;  as  much 
**  as  a  FevtT  is  now  the  fame  as  it  was  in 
"the  Days  of  Hippocrates. 

*'  But  if  any  one,  through  Pride  or 
*'  Vain-glory,  through  Radinefs  or  Curio- 
"  iity,  or  the  like,  be  really  acceffary  to  his 
*'  own  delufion; — let  him  not  feek  to  caft 
*'  the  blame  upon  God;  but  be  content  to 
*'  take  all  the  Shame  to  himfelf.  And  if 
**  this  fliould  not  work  any  good  in  the 
"  end  to  him  j  but  he  fliould  be  totally  de- 
*'  liver'd  up  to  the  Devices  of  his  oivn 
*'  Hearty  and  the  lying  Inspirations  oftrea- 
*'  cherous  Spirits ;  yet  it  may  be  a  Means 
"  flill  of  much  good  to  others^  and  a  warn- 
*'  ing  to  take  heed,  left  they  be  alfo  over- 
**  taken  with  the  fame  Temptation." 

Thus  far  this  learned  Writer-,  whofe  en- 
tire Difcoiirfe  deferves  well  to  be  perufed 
by  every  Perfon,  as  a  proper  Antidote 
againft  the  bane  of  Enthujiafm.  It  cannot 
indeed  be  faid,  that  the  madnefs  and  pre- 
fumption  of  our  modern  Enthufiajls  come 
up  to  the  Montanijis,  in  all  refpedts^  and  to 
fo  high  a  degree  ',  but  flill  the  Reader  may 
cafily  difcern  the  general  Nature  and  Effeds 

of 
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of  Enthiifiafm ;  and  a  conformity,  in  moft 
Particulars,  between  thofe  former  Fanatics 
and  our  Mdhodifts  and  Moravians. 

§.  2.  But  'tis  time  to  come  to  a  more  di- 
rect Comparlfon  between   Popi/h  and  Me^ 
thodijlical  Enthiifiajh.    And   if  the  Reader 
has  fome  Account  of  the  mojl  wild  and  ex- 
travagant^ the  mojl  ridiculous,  Jirolling,  fa- 
natical^ frantic,  delirious,  and  mifchievous  of 
all  the  Saints  in  the  RotJiiflj  Communion ;  he- 
muft  confider,  that  otherwife  the  Parallel 
would  not  hold ;    but  come  off  lame  and 
defedive.  They  are,  however,  fome  of  the 
Ts\o^ favourite  a7id  magnified  Saints  among 
them,  and  moft  of  whom  had  the  Honour 
of  being  Canonized,  —  As  for  inftance,  the 
Seraphic  Father  St.  Francis,  Founder  of  the 
Friars  Minors,  thought  at  firft  only  a  well- 
meaning,  but   weak  Enthufiaft,    but  after- 
wards  turning   out  a  mere   Hypocrite  and 
Impoftor  :      St.  Dominic,    Founder   of   the 
Preaching  Friars,  a  Man   of  more  defign, 
ferocity  and  pride  ;  the  contriver  and  ma- 
nager of  that  blefled  Inftrument  of  Conver- 
fion,  the  Inquifition  :  —  St.  Ignatius  Loyola, 
that  errant  ihatter-brain'd  vifionary  Fanatic^ 
Founder  of  the  moft  Holy  Order  of  the  Je^ 
fuits,  profefTedly  inftituted    to  extirpate  the 
Reformation  : — That  mirrour  ofPerfeBion^ 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua :  —  together  with 
variety  of  female  Saints,  Catharine  of  Sienna 
Terefa,  Clara,  Magdalen  of  Pazzl^  &c. 

C  I  would 
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I  would  not  be  underftood  to  accufe  the 
Methodijii  dire6tly  of  Topery,  though  I  am 
perfwaded  they  are  doing  the  Papijls  Work 
for  them,  and  agree  with  them  in  fome  of 
their  Principles  j  —  defigning  only  to  fhew 
how  uniformly  both  adl  upon  the  fame 
Flan,  (as  far  as  Enthujiafm  can  be  faid  to 
carry  on  ajiy  Plan :)  —  their  Heads  fiU'd 
with  much  the  fame  grand  ^rojeBs,  driven 
on  in  the  fame  wild  Manner ,  and  wearing 
the  fame  badge  of  Peculiarities  in  their 
Tenets :  —  not  perhaps  from  compaB  and 
defign  j  but  a  fimilar  Configuration  and 
Texture  of  Brain^  or  the  fumes  oilmagi-' 
nation  producing  fimilar  EfFedls. 

$.  3.  F*rom  a  commiferation,  or  horrour, 
arifing  from  the  grievous  Corruptions  of 
the  World,  perhaps  from  a  real  Motive  of 
fincere  Piety,  they  both  fet  out  with  warm 
pretences  to  a  Reformation,  Wherein  the 
Papijh  fland  at  leafl  upon  an  equality,  if 
they  have  not  the  Advantage  j  it  being  im- 
pofTible  for  any  Methodift  to  exceed  the 
flrong  Declarations  of  fervent  Love  to  God 
and  man,  of  burning  zeal  for  the  Salva^ 
tion  of  Souls,  which  the  Legends  of  the 
Saints  afford  in  abundance.  The  Metho- 
difl,  if  he  pleafeth,  fhall  apply  to  himfelf 
the  mofl  flaming  Characters  on  this  Score  : 
though  he  fhould  "  burn  with  unquench- 
able zeal  of  love  to  God  and  man^    like  St. 

Francis  j 
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Frajjcis ;  or  be  inflamed,  like  St.  Ignatius^  Bonaven- 
with  a   zeal  of  promoting  God's  honour  ;  tur.  Vit. 
referring   all  his   actions  and  purpofes  to^^""^' 
God's  greater  glory  :    this  being    his  Holy  Ribade- 
Ambition,  the   life    and   foul  of  all    bis^':';^;^^ 
anions."  Nor  do   I   believe  that  any  £w- the  Saints. 
thufiafi  ever  fet  out  otherv^^ife  than  uponpag.  5'9' 
a  zealous  pretence  of  this  Godly  nature^ 

§.  4.  For  the  better  Advancement  of 
their  purpofes,  both  commonly  begin  their 
Adventures  with  Field-preaching.  In  which 
particular,  though  the  practice  of  the  Me^ 
thodifts  be  notorious^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
produce  fome  of  their  own  words  j  were 
it  only  for  the  fake  of  the  Comparifon. 

METHODISTS, 

Mr.  Whitefild  fays,  "  I  never  was  more  3  Journ. 
acceptable  to  my  Majler,  than  when  I  was^^^^  2'* 
ftanding  to  teach  in  the  open  Fields. 

"  I  always  find  I  have    moft    Power, 
when  I  fpeak  in   the  open  Air.    A  proof 
this  to  me,  that  God  is  pleafed   with  this ^.pT* 
way  or  Freacbtng, 

Preached  at  Kennington.  But  fuch  a 
Sight  never  were  mine  eyes  bleffed  with, 
before,  —  fifty  thoufand  People,  —  near 
fourfcore  Coaches,  —  a  great  number  of 
Horfes.  —  I  find  myfelf  more  and  more 
under  a  necellity  of  going  out  into  thcp^g  ^^^ 
Fields. 

C   2  Idefired 
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I  deflred  to  know  what  Law  could 
be  produced  againft  my  preaching :  In 
my  opinion  there  could  be  none  ;  becaufe 

4  Journ.  there  never  was  any  fuch   thing  as  Field- 

p3g-  27-  preaching  before. 

A  frefh  inroad  made  into  Satan's  Ter- 
ritories by  Mr.  Wejleys  following  me   in 

^^S'  5'     Field-preaching, 

And   Mr.   Seward    acquaints  us,    how 

journ.      Whitejield    preached    from  a    balcony, — 

P^g  5— 7from  a  fcafFold,— from  an  horfc-block." — 
Mr.  Wejley  fays,  '  Had  the  Minijier  of 
the  Farijh  preached  like  an  Angela  it 
had  profited  them  nothing  :  For  they  heard 
him  not.'  But  when  one  came  and  faid, 
'  Yonder  is  a  man  preaching  on  the  top 
of  the  mountains,'  they  ran  m  droves  to 
hear.  —  Had  it  not  been  for  Field-preachiJigy 
the  Uncominontiefs  of  which  is  the  very  cir- 

.Appetl,    cumftance  that  recommends  it,    they   muft 

P'g  119-  have  run  on  in  error." — 

PAPISTS, 

*'  Peter  of  Verona^  mirrour  of  Sandlity, 

of  the   Holy    Order  of  Friars   Preachers, 

had  a  Divine  talent  in  preaching  ;  neither 

.Churches,  nor  Streets,   nor  Market-places 

could    contain    the  great  concourfe     that 

reforted  to   hear   his  Sermons.  —  He  was 

Ribaden.  the  hammer  and  thunderbolt   to  break  and 

Lives  of   cru(h  Heretics^  —  and    made  Inquifitor  to 

Apr/29.''*P^"i^  a"<^  perfecute  them." 

St 
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St.  Nicolas  of  Nolafco,  one  day  as  he 
was  recolleded  in  prayer,  heard  a  Fcice 
from  Hea''i:e?iy  faying,  '  this  is  not  the  Place, 
in  which  I  would  have  thee  to  be  j  but  that 
thou  go  forth  into  the  Field,  and  treat  .with 
men,  to  the  end  that  I  may  be  glorified  in 
thee.'  lJ.Dec.6. 

St.  Anthony   of   Padua  was     forced    to 
preach  in  the  open  fields  and  largefi  meadows^ 
becaufe  the  people  followed  in  fuch  num- 
bers, from  cities,  villages,  and  camps,  that 
no  Church  could  contain  them.     They  got  Id.  June 
up  before  day,    and    flock'd    to  get  places '?-^^^- 
betimes. — The  tradefmcn  all  iliut  up  their  mitatum. 
{hops,   till  his  Sermon  was  ended.     And '^o^- 80. 
he  was  guarded  by   fome  ftrong    and  flout 
7nen. — He  was   miraculoully   heard  at  two 
leagues  diftance. 

St.  Ignatius  preached  in  the  open  fields^ 
as  the  Churches  could  not  hold  the  multi- 
tudes who  flock'd,  feveral  miles,  to  hear 
him.  Where  it  was  obferved,  as  a  thing 
more  than  human,  that  though  he  could 
liot  raife  his  voice,  which  was  weak,  every  Orlandin. 
word  of  his  Sermon  was  heard  by  every  ^I'^-t" 
body  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile."  Mo.*  ii6.' 

[I  think  Mr.  Whitefield  fpeaks  fome- 
v.'here  of  being  heard  plainly,  at  a  greater 
diftance,  and  by  above  twenty  thoufand 
People.] 

Upon  this  Article  I  would  make  a  cur- 
fory   remark  or  two.      How  comes    Mr. 

Whitefield 
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WhltefieU  to  fay,  there  was  never  any  fiich 
thing  as  Field-preaching  before?  Was  it 
from  the  mere  Vanity  of  being  thought 
the  Founder  of  it  ?  Or  was  he  ignorant  of 
the  practice  feveral  years  ago,  and  even  in 
our  own  Nation  ? 

Have   not  the    MefhodiJl-PreacherSy    as 
well  as  St.  Antho7iy^  been  attended  with  a 
fiurdy  fet   of   Followers,    as  their    Guards, 
armed  with  f/^^/^i  under  their  cloaths,  me- 
nacing and  terrifying  fuch  as  fhould   dare 
to  fpeak  lightly  of  their  \^poJllef    I   have 
heard    it    often  affirmed.       So    that   Mr. 
3  Journ.   Whitejield  may    well     boaft  of  preaching 
P'^S'  ^4-  ^^^^     irrefijiible    Power,    and  jlriking   all 
Oppofers  dumb,     'Tis  plain  he  feems  him- 
felf  to   be  aware  of  this  turbulent  Spirit, 
this  Jighting  Enthufiafm,    when   idly  '  fup- 
pofing  his  enemies  fliould  think  they  did 
11°"t"*  Godfervice  to  kill  him''  he  adds,    *  I  dread 
nothing  more  than  the  falje  Zeal  of  my 
friends  in  'Sifuffering  hour,' 

Again.  'Tis  highly  probable,  that  if 
any  Parochial  Minijler  fliould  acquaint  his 
Parijld,  &c.  that  next  Sunday  he  would 
preach  on  yonder  mountain,  he  would  have 
a  larger  congregation  than  in  his  Church. 
But  would  this  do  any  real  good"^  or  could 
he  juftify  the  irregularity'^  But  Mr. 
Wefley  argues  for  the  fpccial  Advantage  of 
Field-preaching,  on  the  very  account  of 
its  irregularity  ;  ^  the  unconimonnefs  being  the 
very  circumfianci  that  recommends  it*  Some- 
thing 
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thing  inconfifiently  :    for  he  feems  to  forget 
what  he  had  faid,  but  a  Page  or  two  be- 
fore }  '  we  are  not faffered  to  preach  in  the  pa^^j^^p 
Churches 'y  elfe  we  fliould  prefer  them  to  Appeal, 
any  places  whatever.'  P^S-  '>7- 

Mr.  JVhitcfield  too  *  highly  approves  of 
our  excellent   Liturgy,      would   IVIiniflers4  Journ. 
lend  him  their  Churches^  to  ufe  it.  ^^^'  ^* 

They  are,  you  fee,  never  more  accepta- 
ble to  their  Mafier  than  in  xh^ fields.  — 
God  ispleafed  v('\.\.h.  this  way  of  preaching, 
—  they  have  mo/l  Power  there.  —  But, 
however,  that's  no  matter:  they  would 
not  mind  that :  Churches  are  preferable^  — 
if  they  could  ^^/  them. 

§.  5.  After  the  Methodifts  had  traduced 
the  Clergy^  as  long  as  they  were  permitted 
to  do  it,  in  their  own  Churches  and  Pulpits, 
in  order  to  feduce  their  flocks,  and  colled: 
a  flaring  rabble  ;  they  fet  about  this  pious 
work  of  Defamation  more  heartily  in  the 
fields.  Give  me  leave  to  gather  fome  of 
thtivfiowers  on  this  occafion,  which  are 
publiihed  in  their  own  Journals,  <^c. 

"  Went  to  St.  Paul's^  and  received  the 
Blejfed  Sacrament."  [He  might  have  add- 
ed, and  vi'ithin  a  few  hours  undertook  the 
hlejfed  office  of  blackening  the  Clergy  j  for] 
*'  Preached  in  the  Evening  at  KeTinington- 
Common :  God  gave  me  great  Power,  and 
I  never  opened  my  Mouth  (o  freely 
again  ft  the  Letter-learned  Clergymen  of  the 

Church 
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Whitf.     ^h^fch  of  England.  —  I  fliould  not   die  in 

4  journ.   Peace,  unlefs  I  bore  my  Teftimony  againft 

Fg-  32-   them. — My  power  and  freedom  of  Speech 

encreafed  daily  ;    and  this  afternoon  I  was 

carried  out   much  againft  the   Vnchrijiian 

principles  and  practices  of  the  generality  of 

our  Clergy.  ■  If  I   want  to  convince 

Church    of   England    Protejlants^    I   muff 
prove  that  the  generality  of  their  Teachers 
do  not  preach,    or  live  up  to  the  truth,  as 
pag.32.   It  IS  in  7(/?/j. 

Woe  be  unto  fuch  blind  leaders  of  the 
blind. —  How  can  you  efcape  the  Dam- 
IndweH-  nation  of  Hell  ?  —  Wolves  in  Sheep's 
^ng-  Fg-  cloathing.  —  Numbers  of  fuch  as  would 
tell  the  people,  that  a  decent^  genteel,  and 
4  Journ.  fajljionahle  religion  is  fufficient  to  carry 
^'   *       them  to  Heaven.'' 

Seward's  ,  <t  xhc  Scribes  and  Pharifees  of  this  ge- 
pag!^%.  neration  (I  mean  the  Learned  Rabbi's  of 
the  Church  of  England)  will  perfecute  the 
Preachers  and  Followers  of  our  Lord.  — 
Our  Brother  (Whitefield)  expects  to  fuffer 
many  things,  to  be  fet  at  nought  by  the 
Rabbi  s  of  our  Church,  and  perhaps  at  laft 
Pag.  71.   to  be  killed  by  them. 

The  Scarlet  whore  of  Babylon    is    not 
more  corruot,  either  in  principle,   or  prac- 

^•"'g-  Ai-   tice,  than  the  Church  of  England. A 

fecond  Letter  againft  the  Traytor  Arch-- 
hifl:Gf>  Tillotfon.  — Judas  fold  his  Lord  for 
thirty  pieces  of  Silver  :  the  Archbifiop  got 

a  better 
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a  better  price,  perhaps  thirty  bags  of  gold, 

or  more."  Pag.  62. 

For  the  Abufes  of  the  Clergy  from  Mr. 
Wejley  (which  are  not  fo  grofs,  but  more 
artful )  I  refer  the  Reader  to  Mr.  Church's 
farther  Remarks.     Pag.  105 — 108. 

But  what  a  wickednefs  is  it,  to  throw 
out  fo  much  gall  of  bitternefs  againft  per^ 
fo?]s,  whofe  chief  Power  of  doing  a?jy  good, 
and  promoting  the  common  Salvation,  de- 
pends upon  their  Character  ?  And  how 
much  greater,  to  impute  this  black  art  of 
Calumny  to  the  Spirit,  and  Tower  given 
from  God? 

§.6.  But  though  th&ieJlroIli?2g Predicants 
have  allured  fome  itching  ears,  and  drawn 
them  aflde  by  calumniating  their  proper 
Pajlors ;  they  have  Senfe  enough  to  know 
the  itch  will  go  off,  and  their  trade  not 
continue  long,  unlefs  they  can  produce 
fomething  novel,  or  uncommon  -,  what  the 
wandering  Sheep  have  not  been  ufed  to 
in  their  Churches.  Therefore  they  mufl: 
£nd  out,  or  rather  revive  fuch  peculiarities, 
as  have  formerly  attended  Rnthufiafms,  and 
arc  moft  likely  to  captivate  the  Vulgar. 
Hence  their  affe(^ed  phrafes,  fantaftical 
and  unintelligible  notions,  whimfical  ftrid- 
neffes,  loud  exclamations  againft  fome  tri- 
fling and  indifferent  things  j  which  are  mat- 
ters of  mere  difcietion ;  things  innocent, 
and  perhaps  fometimcs  ujeful  -,  and  only 
D  fmful 
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Jinful  when  carried  into  eacefs.  And  great 
zeal  is  here  employed.  Accordingly,  if 
diverfe  particulars  of  no  great  moment  in 
themfelves  are  here  drawn  together  5  'tis 
only  to  difcover  that  Family -likenefs,  even 
in  the  fmallejl^  features^  which  has  diftin- 
guifhed  the  Entbujiajls  and  pretended  Pie* 
tijls  of  all  Ages  -,  particularly  thofe  now 
under  Co?7ipariJon.  It  may  be  fome  trou- 
ble to  run  over  the  whole  Bead-roll  of  the 
Sainfs  Rofary,  But  it  v/ill  appear  to  con- 
fifl  of  ten  Ave  Mary's  to  one  Pater-72oJler  : 
i.  e.  abundance  oi  fooleries  in  proportion  to 
any  lingle  point  profitable, 

§.  7.  The  firfl:  necejjary  point  for  draw- 
ing followers  is  to  put  on  2.  fa jiBiJied  ap- 
pearance ;  by  a  demure  look,  precife  be- 
haviour, in  difcourfe  or  filcnce,  apparel 
and  food  ;  and  other  marks  of  external 
Piefy.  For  which  reafon  Mr.  Wejley  very- 
wifely  made,  and  renewed,  that  noble  "  re- 
folution,  not  willingly  to  indulge  him- 
felf  in  the  leaft  levity  of  behaviour,  or 
in  laughter^  no,  not  for  a  moment, — To 
fpeak  no  word,  not  tending  to  the  Glory 
2  Journ.  of  God :  and  not  a  tittle  of  worldly  things,"* 
P^g-  io-  Which  may  ferve  to  fhew  what  ufeful 
members  of  Society  fuch  perfons  would 
make;  though  from  human  Infirmity  the 
Refoher  himfelf  has  fometimes  forgot  his 
vow.  But  perhaps  he  may  be  provoked 
to  a  more  cxacS  condud:,  when  he  reads, 

"  how 
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"  how  grievoully  the  Seraphic  MeckiUtsvita. 
difciplin'd  and  tortur'd  herfelf  for  having Mecht^ 
once  fpoke  an  iJ/e  word-,  and  what  a  hei-B^naJ.Pii 
nous  Sin  flie  deem'd   it  to  laugh: — that  fecund, 
not  a  word  ever  fell  from  St.  Catharine  of 
Sienna^  that  was  not  religious  and  Holy  : — • 
That  the  lips  of  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  were 
never  opened,  but  to  chant  the  praifes  of 
God.  —  That  a   certain  Abbot  refufed    to 
affifl  his  friend  in  getting  his  Ox  out  of  a 
quagmire,  for  fear  of  meddling  with  world-MarM\.\\h. 
ly  things; — and  a  Mo?ik  would  not  difco- j:  "P; f* 
ver  a  thief  that  jiole  a  horfe,  becaufe  then  cap.  7. 
he  muft  fpeak  of  fecular  7natters''  Tit.  80. 

As  laughter  is  a  faculty  pecidiar  to  the  Hu-^'  ^' 
man  Species^  the  Refolution  of  a  Religious 
Melancholijl  entirely  to  difcard  it  may  be 
reckon'd  a  litde£^<^^  towards  putting  away 
the  Properties  of  a  rational  Creature. 

^.8.  At  firft  the  Methodi/ls,  as  a  fie%v  of 
Humility,  made  it  a  point  not  to  ride,  either 
on  Horfeback,  or  in  a  Coach :  though  occa- 
fionally,  and  for  Conveniency  fake,  they 
have  fince  thought  proper  to  deviate  from 
their  Rule.  "  I  could  no  longer,  fays  Mr.  Further 
Whitefield,  walk  on /oo/,  as  ufual;  but  was  ^"^^'"S'* 
conftrained  to  go  in  a  Coach,  to  avoid  the 
Hofanna'%  of  the  Multitude."  Very  pro- 
fane^  unlefs  it  be  a  falfe  print  for  Huzza's. 

So  was  it  one  of  St.  Francis's  Rules,  * '  ne-  Conform. 
ver  to  ride,  but  only  in  Cafes  of  manifeft^*^'*  ''4. 
Neceflity,  or  Infirmity."  ^i.  Ignatius  Loyola^ 
D  2  and 
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and  his  meek  Society  of  JefiiitSy  always 

walk'd  on  foot ;   and  could  never  be  in- 

Franci      duc'd  to  ufe  any  fort  of  Carriage. — To 

tefuft*     "^^  Chairs^    and  Chariots  was  a   grievous 

515, 357. Sin,  and  abhor'd  by  the  Society. ^ 

§.  9.  Upon  the  fame  Account  fine  Cloatbs, 
and  rich  Furniture^   Hand  abfolutely  con- 
demned', though  in  many  Cafes  they  may 
be  proper  and  right,  as  fuitable  to  People's 
Rank,  Condition,  and  Station.    And  when 
the  Cynic  J  Diogenes,  trod  difdainfuUy  upon 
a  fne  Carpet  of  Tlato"%,  %hig,  *  fee  how  I 
trample  upon   "Plato's  Pride.' — The  Phi- 
lofopbcr  juftly  anfwer'd,  *  but  with  greater 
'  Pride  of  thy  own' 
Charaaer     Mr,  tVeJley  givcs  us  this  as  the  general 
of  a  Me-  Charafter   of   a  Methodijl,    "   He  cannot 
^Q^'f:    adorn  himfelf,  on  any  pretence^  with  Goldy 
*   ^*    or  coftly  Apparel."     Hence  he  undertook 
that  unfuccefsful  Difpute  with  a  ^aker, 
*'  who  could  not  be  convinced  of  any  harm 
3  journ.  "  in  cofily  Apparel,  or  Furniture,  fo  that  it 
P-  58-      cc  ^ere  Plain." 

Conform.      *^  St.  Francis  would  always  wear  Appa- 

foi.  49.    i-el  of  the  vilejl  Sort ;  never  any  thing  that 

was  Sumptuous :  that  being  an  cxtinBion  of 

Trznc.Ar>- Grace.  —  A  certain    Jefuit   had   fuch   in- 

nai.jefuit.^^^^^^   on   the  Ladics,    that   they   threw 

away  all  their  vain  Garments,  and  whatever 

might  help  to  fet  off  their  Beauty.'* 

Bartol.         St.  Ignatius,    by   preaching   powerfully 

Vita  ig-  aorainft  fine  Cloatbs,  made  the  fTomen  weep, 

140."^  tear 
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tear  their  Hair,  and  charming  Faces,  and 
throw  away  their  'uain  Orjiaments. — Mag- 
dalen of  l^azzi,  when  but  a  Child,  would 
reject  all  foft  and  delicate  Cloathing,  and 
w^ar  only  what  was  coarfe  and  ugly.  Life, 

No.  2, 

§.  10.  But  oh!  (as  a  part,  or  confe- 
quence  of  this)  how  good,  and  Sal nf -like  it 
is,  to  go  dirty,  ragged,  and  Jlovenly  f  And 
how  poll  fly  did  Mr.  "  WhitejieU  therefore  ift  journ, 
take  Care  of  the  outward  Alan?  My  Ap-^^^-^- 
far  el  was  meaji — thought  it  unbecoming  a 
Penitent  to  have  powder' d  Hair : — I  wore 
Woollen  Gloves^  a  patch' d  Gown,  and  dirty 
Shoes," 

Thus  his  PredecefTor  in  Saintfhip  "  /^-Ribaden. 
natius  lov'd  to  appear  abroad  with  old  dirty  ^'■^^-  Ig- 
Shoes,  us'd  no  Comb,  let  his  Hair  clot,  and"^'" 
would   never  pare  his  Nails. — A  certain 
yefuit  \vd.sfo  holy  that  he  had  above  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  patches  upon  his  Breeches, 
and  proportionably  on  his  other  Garments. 
—Another  had  almoft  three  hund  red /^/(;Z;^i:  Franc; 
and  his  Garments  after  his  Death  were  hung^""?^* 
up  to  publick  View,  as  an  incetitive  to  //;«-p!3u, 
tation."     And  was  there  not   a  Reafon?394- 
For  "  St.  Francis  found  by  certain  ^a;/>^- conform. 
rience,  that  the  Devils  were  frighted  away  f^l.  2+3. 
by  coarfe  rough  Garments  j  but  were  ani- 
mated by  foft  Raiment  to  tempt  the  wearers. 
And  Friar  Bartholomew  hath  laid  it  down 
as  a  Rule,  that  Men  muft  have  dirty  Bodies, 
if  they  would  have  pure  Souls'' 

J.  II.  Of 
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§.  II.  Of  this  nature  likewife  is  their 

utter  condemnation  of  all  Recreation  and 

Diverfion,  in  every  kind  and  degree.     Mr. 

rft  Deal-  Whitefield  laments    that,    in   his   younger 

jng,p.i3.j)^yg^  "  he  was  not  yet  convinc'd  of  the 

abfolute  iinlawfulnefs  of  playing   at  Cardsy 

and  of  reading   and  feeing  Tlays."      But 

afterwards,  in  his  Letter  from  New  Briinf- 

p.  7.       wick  he  declares,    "  that  no  Recreations ^ 

confider'd  as  fuch,  can  be  innocent, — I  now 

4  Journ.   began  to  attack  the  Devil  in  his  Jirongefi 
P-  3°'      hoUs^  and  bore  Teftimony  againft  the  de- 

teftable  Diverfions  of  this  Generation. — 
lb.  p.  -J-].  Dancers  pleafe  the  Devil  in  every  ftep — 
Some  were  very  flrenuous  in  defence  of 
what  they  call'd  innocent  Diverfions^ — but 
are  contrary   to   the  whole  tenour  of   the 

5  Journ.   Go/pel: — not  only  fo  many  trifling  Amule- 
P- 58,  S9-inents,   but  Things  which  fhew  that  the 

Heart  is  wholly  alienated  from  the  Life  of 
Seward's  God. — I  hopcd  wc  had  dcmolifhed  Satan's 
Joarn.      f^rougefl  hold  in  Philadelphia^  the  Dancing- 
School,  AfjemblieSy  and  Mufick- meetings,  thofe 
Houfes  of  BaaL 

And  what  fays  the  Papiji  F    "  St.  Do- 
minic (who  had  fuch  Power  of  Adjuration 
over  the  Devil,  as  to  compel  him  to  anfwer 
truly  to  all  his  Queftions)  asked  him  what 
was  his  Opinion  concerning   the  place  of 
Recreations  j   who  anfwer'd,   with  a   loud 
Ribaden.  and  fcornful  laugh,  *  all  this  Place  is  my 
"^'  ^'    own  :  for  here  they  tell  impertinent  News, 
^rit^I.!'^^' — ^^-  Ignatius   by  declaiming  againft 
p.  140.  Cards 
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Cards  and  Dice  prevailed  upon  a  whole 
I'own  to  throw  them  into  the  River : — and 
there  was  no  more   play  there  for  three 
Years." 

Our  love  of  Recreations  and  Diverftom 
has  indeed  confefTedly  exceeded  all  bounds; 
and  calls  loudly  for  fome  redrefs.  But  to 
break  out  wildly  againft  every  inflance  and 
degree  of  them,  is  the  dired  way  to  render 
our  Complaints  fruitkfs  and  ridiculous.  It 
has  neither  Reafon  nor  Scripture,  to  fup- 
port  it.  But  Moderation,  Reafon  and  Scrip- 
ture are  Things  unregarded  by  Enthufiajls ; 
who  muft  a(ft  in  Charader.  They  cannot, 
they  dare  not  allow  any  thing  that  carries 
the  name  or  face  of  Recreation  and  Chear* 
fulnefs  ;  for  fear  of  difperfing  a  little  of  that 
black  bile,  that  gloomy  humour,  which  is 
the  moft  ejjential  Ingredient^  in  their  Re- 
ligion. 

§.  12.  As  to  the  feeming  contempt  of 
Money,  you  may  fee,  if  you  pleafe,  and 
admire  Mr.  Wejlefs  Declamatory  rant ; 
**  As  to  Gold  and  Silver  I  count  it  dung  and 
drofs :  I  trample  it  under  my  Feet.  I 
efteem  it  juft  as  the  mire  in  the  Streets. 
— It  muft  indeed  pafs  through  my  Hands ; 
but  fliall  only  pafs  through  :  it  {hall  not 
reft  there.  None  of  the  Accurfed  tbi?2gsi(i Appeal 
fhall  be  found  in  my  Te?!t,  when  the  Lord  ^^' 
calleth  me  hence,  &c. 

But 
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But  even  this  falls  fhort  of  St.  Francis. 
"  He  had  fuch  a  detejlatwi  of  Money ^  that, 
if  by  chance  he  found  any  in  the  way,  he 
would  not  permit  himfelf,  or  Brethren,  fo 
much  as  to  touch  it.  Once  the  Devily  to 
enfnare  him,  laid  a  Purfe  in  his  way, 
feemingly  full  of  Money.  But  he  knowing 
it  was  2i  Devil's  trick  forbids  his  Companion 
to  take  it  up  :  who  ftrongly  preffing  to  do 

Conform,  jt  for  the  fake  of  giving  to  the  Poor,  St. 

°'^^'  Francis  affented :  and  upon  opening  the 
Purfe  out  ftarts  the  Devil  in  the  Ihape  of 
a  Serpent,  and  fuddenly  difappear'd,  Purfe 
and  all. — Hence  he  folemnly  refolv'd  to 

fol.  217.  ^j(.]^  |.Q  'pQc^erty  as  long  as  he  liv'd. — Money 
was  to  him  the  moft  execrable  of  things ; 
he  gave  it  a  hearty  curfe,  and  fled  from  it 
as  from  the  Devil.  Dung,  and  Money ^  and 
Satan  were  the  fame  thing  to  him. — He 

fol.  219.  orders  a  Friar,  who  had  placed  in  a  Win- 
dow fome  Money  coUeded  at  the  Altar, 
to  take  it  in  his  Mouth,  (for  the  Rule  would 
not  permit  to  touch  it  with  his  Fingers,) 
and  go  out  and  throw  It  upon  the  dung  of 
an  Afs''  —  St.  Ignatius  indeed  (as  well  as 

Bart.  yit.  the  Methodijls)   *'  would   fometimes  con- 

Ignatii,  jjgf^^ej^j]  ^Q  accept  of  fome  fmall  pieces  of 
Money,  to  give  to  the  Poor.  —  But  St, 
Phil.  Neriiis  was  fuch  a  lover  of  Poverty, 
that  he  frequently  befought  Ah?iighty  God 
to  bring  him  to  that  State  as  to  ftand  in 

Ribaden.  need  of  a  Penny,  and  find  no  body  that 

p-  3^^9-    would  give  him  one," 

The 
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The  Trofejion  of  Povsriy,  as  well  as 
Cbaflity,  is  indeed  the  common  Vow  of  all 
the  Monafiic  Orders  j  the  -11/1111111011  ci 
which  is  call'd  the  inojl  perfeB  State  oi  Life. 
But  either  by  means  of  papal  Relaxations 
and  Indulgencies^  or  their  own  carnal  Af" 
feSlionSy  both  thele  Vows  are  commonly 
obkrv'd  alike.  One  Conjiitiition  of  the  ^f- 
Juits  in  particular  is—Food,  Raiment,  and 
Bed  of  the  ijilcjl  fort,  for  their  greater  jpi- 
ritiial  Projiciency.  ^'°"^- 


§.13,  Another  bait  to  catch  Admirers, 
and  very  common  among  Entlmjiajls,  is  a 
refllefs  impatience  and  infatiable  thirft  of 
Travellings  and  undertaking  dangerous  Vcy- 
ageSi  for  the  Converfion  of  Ipjidels  -,  toge- 
ther with  a  declar'd  Contempt  of  all  dangers^ 
pains,  and  Sufferings.  They  mufl  defire^ 
love  and  pray  for  ///  Vfage^  Perfecution, 
Martyrdom,  Death  and  Hell. 

Accordingly,  our  Itinerant  Methodijis  arc 
fond  of  exprelling  their  Zeal  on  this  Ac- 
count. Mr.  VVhitefield  fays,  "  when  Letters 
came  from  Mejj'rs.  Wejleys,  and  Ingham, 
their  Fellow-Labourer,  —  their  Accounts 
fired  my  Soul,  made  me  even  long  to  go 
abroad  for  Qod  too  : — -though  too  weak  ia 
body — I  felt  at  times  fuch  a  flrong  Attract 
tion  in  my  Soul  towards  Georgia,    that  I 

thought    it  almoft   irrefijlihle. The 

Thoughts  of  it  crowded  continually  in  uponFirther 
me. — Upon    reudins;    this    (Letters   from  ^'';'*'"^' '^ 
i;.  abroad  u,  ig. 
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abroad  for  more  Labourers)  my  Heart  leaped 
within  me,  and  as  it  were  echoed  to  the 
Call : — was  impatient  to  go  abroad." 

Mr.  Wejley  fets  forth  pathetically^  and 
not  without  fome  Degree  of  injiilt  on  the 
regular  Minijiers  who  flay  at  home,  — * 
"  their  Defire  of  going  on  in  toil,  in  weari- 
nefs,  in  painfulnefs,  in  cold  and  hunger, 
—Summer-fun,  and  winter-rain  and  wind, 
upon   the   naked   head  j    perils    by   land, 

^  perils  by  water; — hurried  away  to  America^ 

— a  readinefs  to  go  to  Abyjjinia  or  China. 
And  much  more  in  the  Spirit  of  rambling 
Sufferings,  and  Martyrdom  ^ 

But  all  this  only  (hews  the  natural  w«- 
ftttled  humour,  the  rapid  motion  of  £«- 
thufiajlic  heads.  And  we  may  affure  them 
that  the  zealous  impatience^  and  real  wan- 
derings and  fufferings  oiPopi/J:)  Fanatics^2JQ 

Life,       by  all  Accounts  greatly  Juperior.     ''  Oh  ! 

No.  50.  how  many  times  have  the  Nuns  feen  their 
Sifter  oj  Pazzi  drunk  with  zeal  for  the 
Gonverlion  of  Sinners  and  Infidels, — run 
about  the  Cloyfters  and  Gardens,  and  other 
places,  bemoaning  herfelf  that  ilie  was  not 
a  Man  —  to  go  abroad,  and  gain  erring 
Souls." 

The  Wind-mill  is  indeed  in  all  their 
Heads.  And  in  faB  'tis  almoft  incredible 
what  Miieries  were  endur'd  by  St.  Francis, 
in  his  Heroic  Voyage  to  convert  the  Sultan 
of  Egypt  ;  in  that  of  St.  Anthony  into 
Africa^  to  convert  the  Moors^  and  of  St. 

l^natiu^ 
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Tgnaiitis  to  convert  the  Turks:  Exploits 
much  more  dangerous  and  terrible  than  a 
Voyage  to  the  Weji-IndieSy  &c." 

As  to  their  love  of  difgrace  \  it  muft 
fairly  be  owned,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
be  true.  Otherwife  they  would  never  have 
Publijhed  ihzl  ColleBio?!  oi  their  cw«  Fool- 
eries and  faults,  extravagant  whimlies,  and 
prefumptions,  pretenfions,  &c.  in  their 
'Journals. — 

Sometimes  indeed   we    find   Mr.  Wejley 
bitterly  2iX\d  feelingly  complaining  ''  of  the 
Scoffs,  both  of  the  Great  Vulgar^   and  the 
fmall  -y    contempt  and  reproach   of   every 
kind ;  fometimes  more  than  verbal  affronts, 
flupid,  brutal  violence  5  —  and  (in  a  moft 
elegant  ftyle)   from  the  Scum  of  Cornwall, 
the  rabble   of  Bilfton   and  Darlefton,    ^^^ p^^ther 
wild  beajls  0/' Walfal,  and  the  Turnkeys  o/^App.  p. 
Newgate/'  But,  at  other  times,    the  note* » 9. » 36 
is  changed ;  —  "  and  with  regard  to  con- 
tempt,  hate,    calumny,    Perfecution,    &c» 
—  till  he  is  thus  defpifed,    no  man  is  in 
a  State  of  Salvation.  —  Being   defpifed  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  our  doing  good  in 
the  world. — God  forbid  that  you  (hould  3  Joum.^ 
be  otherwife  than  generally  fcandalous ;  I^' ^^*~'" 
had  almoft  faid  univerfally,'* 

""  Mr.  fFhitefield  rejoices   exceedingly  at  3  Jo"-^''"- 
the  thought,  that  they  (hould  one  day  be^'"  ^^' 
fent  to  Prifon. —  Refrefhed  with  the  news, 
that  the  Landlord  would  not  let  us  flay 
under  his  roof  5 — and  at  the  fweets  of  op- 
E  2  pofition  J 
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4  Journ.   p6fition  ;  —fee^iving  a  bldw  from  a  Cud- 

P-  ^'       gel-player   with   the  utmofb  love."  Again, 

he  is    quite  in  hafte  for  Perfecution^  call* 

jng  upon  the  Devil  to  brifig  it  on.    "    The 

hour   of  Perfecution   is  nOt  yet  come.     I 

4journ.   really  wonder  it  comes  no  fader.      Satatiy 

p.  21.     why  fleepe/i  thou  ? 

Ibid.p.24.  ^^i'-  Seward  "  trufls  that^  for  the  Bre- 
tbren\  fake,  he  could  leap  into  a  Burnhig 
fiery  furnace y  without  fear  of  the  flames, 
which  would  ferve  as  a  fiery  Chariot  to 
carry  his  Soul  to  God'[ 

The  fime  love  of  contempt,  abufe  and 
injury  -,  the  fame  ardent  tbirjl  after  Perfe- 
cution and  Martyrdom  pofldlfed  their  Cora- 
pe titers  in  propagating  true  Religion. 
Conform.      "  St.  Fraucis  wllheSj  and  gives  orders, 
Ribaden.  *^^^  ^^  "^^7  ^^^  difgraced  by  ail.  --—  He 
p.  761.    was  not  able  to  reft  for  the  burning  defire 
of  Martyrdom.'' 

St.  Ignatius  defired   to  be  mock'd    and 

laugh'd  at  by  all ;  —  in  the   fervour  of  his 

mind  would  have  gone  about  the  ftreets 

naked,  and  like  a  fool  ^  that -the  boys  of 

the   I'o^n  might  have    made   fport  with 

Ribaden.  \{\xti^    and  thrown  dirt  upon   him.  —  St. 

^'^^^*     Dominic    defired   to    be    contemned,    and 

trampled  upon   by  all  the   world;—- took 

great  pleafure  in  vifiting  the  Villages,  where 

Ibid.       he  was  affronted    and   abufed  ;  —  had  a 

P  579-     longing  to  die  for  Chriji  by  the  moft  ex- 

quifite    aftd    bitter    pains.  —  St.  Anthony 

moft 
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fnoft  earneftly  begged  of  Almighty  God  the  Ribaden. 
iavour  and  grace  of  Martyrdom.  p-  395- 

The  zealous  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  made  a  Life, 
P  rot  eft  at  ion  to  delight  in  contempt  and  r5«-No,  40. 
Jufwn,  as  God  deh'ghts  in  himfelf.      For 
that  confufion  is  my  Centre^  as  God  is  his 
own  Centre. 

St.  Terefa  ftrongly  burnt  for  Martyr- 
dom at  fix  or  feven  years  of  age  j  —  and 
afterwards  for  many  years  had  winded, 
that  her  whole  life  were  full  of  Sufferings 
and  Perfecutions.  And  the  Jefiiits  have,  Ibid,  pag^* 
in  an  efpecial  manner,  with  great  alacrity  '^^^'  ^°°' 
devoted  thcmfelves  (and  I  wifh  they  had 
never  devoted  any  but  themfelves)  to  the 
flafnes,  the fvordj  or  any  fpecies  of  Perfe-prarc. 

CUtion/'  Annal. 

'Tis  obvious  here    to    remark,  —  how^"  '"^ 
little  the   Methodi/is    know  of    their  own 
Spirits^  and  what  danger  they  would  be  in 
of  failing  (which  may    be  proved  too  in 

faB)   in  a  fiifferivg  hour  : That  they, 

who  are  of  fuch  an  unfeady  temper,  and 
fo  often  fail  into  fears,  dejeSiions,  defer- 
tionSy  defpondencieSy  &c.  are  fome  of  the 
laft  men  living  that  fhould  be  fo  impor- 
tunate for  expofing  themfelves: —  And 
that  this  condud  may  well  be  look'd  upon 
as  a  filfe  oftentation  of  zeal^  and  high  pre- 
fumption  in  any  of  the  moft  feady  Chrif- 
t'tam  ',  feeing  the  Lord  hath  commanded 
*  to  watch  and  pray,  left  ye  enter  into 
temptation ;  to  pray,  that  God  would  not 

lead 


(    3°   ) 

lead  us  into  Temptation^  but  deliver  us 
from  evil;  and,  when  ye  are  perfeeuted  in 
one  city^  fly  unto  another.' 

§.  14.    The  pious  cruelty    of   Corporal 
Severities,  or  mortification  by  tormenting 
the  flefh,  is    another  common  method  of 
gaining  a  reputation  for  SanSfity.      Such  as 
long  and  rigorous    faftings;    gafhing   and 
flaying  the  body  with  fcourges,    and  thofe 
armed  with  rowels  and  (harp  tags ;    rolling 
naked  in    thorns  and  thiftles,    ^c.    The 
accounts  we  have  of  thefe  unnatural  ex- 
ercifes  among  PopiJJj  Fanatics  are   of  that 
nature  and  degree,     as  fcarce  to  be  credit- 
ed, or  exceeded  j  and  what  our  own  DiJ- 
ciplinarians  cannot,  in  any  tolerable  mea- 
fure,  pretend  to  come  up  to.    Something 
however  of  this  kind  we  have  from  their 
own  relation. 
I  Peal-         Ml-.  J^iteJieU  fays  of  the  Methodifts  in 
sSv  I.    general  at  Oxford,  that  "  they  kept  their 
bodies  under,  even  to  an  extreme, —  And 
of  himfelf- — though   I  fometimes  fell  in- 
to Setifuality ;  —  I  left  off  eating  fruit,  and 
the  like ;  —  I  fafted  twice  a  week.  —  In 
Le?it  eat  nothing  (except  on  Sunday)  but 
fage  tea  without  fugar,   and  coarfe   bread, 
— eat  the  worft  fort  of  food  -,  conftantiy 
walked  out  in   the  mornings,  till  part  of 
one  of  my  hands  was  qiute  black.     This, 
with  continued  abfiinence  and  inward  con- 
flidts,  fo  emaciated  my  body —  that  I  could 

fcarce 
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fcarce  creep  up  ftairs,  —  and  was  obiieed 

*     u  nl    r  •       yy  i  Deal. 

to  have  a  tby/iaan.  5^.^^^  ^^ 

Under  fuch  an  high  principle  of  mortifi- 
cation, "  St.  Bridget  refolved  to  eat  no-^oi  j* 
thing  but  bread  and  water,  and  (becauiep-  227. 
that  was  not  bitter  enough)  would  needs 
hold  Gentian-root  commonly  in  her  mouth. 
'. —  St.  Alcantara    chofe  wormwood  for  his^ 
diet. —  A  Francifcan    would   always  dip  Rom', 
his  bread  in  worrnvjood-water . —  St.  Francis  Conform. 
of  Rome  would  eat  bitter   herbs  without  Ribadtn. 
piJ."  p.  212. 

St.  Ignatius  was  always  exercifing  fuch 
kind  of  Atijlerities,  and  always  dangerouf- 
ly  ill  by  them.  He,  and  many  ethers, 
brought  themfelves  to  death's  door;  and 
were  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons, 

Mr.  JVeJley    oftentatiouily    boafts,    ^  of 
bearing  heat  and  cold  on  the  naked  head, 
rain  and  wind,  froft  and  fnow,   as  fome  of 
i\\€\v  jmalleji  inconveniencies.'  —  And  ano-   ^  ^['^' 
ther   time  he  tells  us,    *'  Our  bed  being 
wet,  I  laid    me  down  on  the  foor,    and 
flept  found  till   morning.       And  I  believe 
I  fliall  not  find  it  needful  to  go  to  bed,  as  i  joj 
'tis  called,  any  more."   But  his  old  Friends]''^-  3^ 
out-flrip  him.     St.  Ignatius  \i\C(\  no  other ^'•^^* 
bed  than  a  board,  or  the  bare  ground,     St. 
Dominic  the  fame ;    and  fifty  others  of  the 
chofen  Antichrijlian  Saints, 

St.  Francis  happening  once  to  ufe  z 
pl/ow,  on  account  of   illnefs,    the    De'vil 

got 
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got  into  his  pillow^  and  made  him  uneafy 

aii  night.     But  upon   his  ordering  the  pi U 

^    r       low.  with   the  Devil  in   it,  to  be  carried 

Conform.  ^  r  i 

foh  53.    away,  he  prefently  recovered.' 

Whether  Mr.  PVeJlcy  has  not  went  to 
bed  fince  that  time  others  may  know  as 
well  as  himfelf.  But  'tis  eafy  to  forefee, 
that  in  fome  future  Calendar,  or  Legend  of 
the  Saints,  with  what  probability  it  may 
be  inferted,  "Jan.  30,  1735.  *  From  this 
day  Mr.  y.  Wejley  never  went  to  bed  any 
piore  ,  but  always  lay  on  the  bare  ground, 
in  imitation  of  the  Saints,  Ignatius,  Fran-^ 
cisy  &c. 

And  however  ridiculous  or  improbabb 
this  may  be  thought;  I  am  fully  per- 
fwadcd  that  many,  if  not  moji,  of  the 
Stories,  with  which  the  Pope's  Religious 
Romances  are  fluffed,  have  been  raifed  upon 
2. Jlighter  foundation.  Other  inflances  of 
this  nature  will  come  afterwards. 

But  however  that  may  happen  3  the 
Apoftle,  I  am  fure, "condemns,  as  ufelefs  and 
fuperftitious,  that  oi(pii^U  ad^ajrog,  the  not 
fparing  of  the  body.  And  it  has  frequently 
proved  nothing  lefs  than  Self-murther, 
But  'tis  requifite  this  voluntary  falfe  fhew 
of  hiwillity  (hould  be  fometimes  kept  up, 
that  common  Chrijlians  may  be  thought  to 
walk  according  to  xht  flefl:) -,  and  the  neiJO 
Reformers  alone  be  prefumed  as  followers 
ai  an  chjlemious  and  Spiriaial  life. 

§•  15-  To 
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§.  15.  To  thefe  fufferlngs  may  be  added 

—  the  ftruggles  and  pangs  of  the  new 
birth^  almoft  equal  to  the  torments  of  Hell, 

—  derelidlions,  terrors,  defpairings,  com- 
bats with  ^atan^  &c.  Of  which  more  in 
the  Sequel. 

A  word  or  two  at  prefent  of  their  will- 
ingnefs,  and  ardent  deiire  to  endure  pain 
and  torment,  even  Hell  itfelf,  for  the  Love 
of  God,  and  advancement  of  his  Glory. 

Among  fome  Entlmjiajlical  Ranters^  Pa^ 
pijlkal  Myfiics,  and  others,  fuch  an  ex- 
ceflive  and  difinterefled  Love  of  God  has 
been  infifted  on,  as  fliould  oblige  us  to 
love  him,  though  we  were  fure  of  being 
damned 'y  and  even  to  keep  up  that  love 
during  the  whole  eternal  State  of  diimna- 
tion. 

As  I  have  been  no  great  dealer  in  fuch 
Authors,  I  {hall  let  the  fefuit  Nieremberg 
fpeak  for  all ;  who  makes  this  a  neceffary 
ConfeJJion  of  a  true  Fenitent.      "  I   would  De  Ado- 
willingly  for  the  lighteft  and  moft  venial  ^^p/s^;  *' 
Sin  fuffer  the  torments  of  Hell,  —  and  even 
for  another  <$,  Sin.  — I  defire  to  go  to  Hell, 
and  be  at  the  feet  of  Lucfer,  Judas,  &c. 
But  am  fo  great  a  Sinner,  as  to  be  unworthy 
even  of  a  place //jfrd-.  — There  is  no  /^r-Ljb.  3; 
Je6l  Love,    or  repentance,    unlefs   for   the  cap.  i. 
leafl  Sin  you  are  willing  to   bear  the  tor- 
turcs  of  HelL" 

F  Mr, 
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Mr.  Wejley  plainly  adopts  this  dodrine 
I  journ.  for  his  own,  when  he  fays,  "  I  was  fur- 
p^g- 1 8.  prized  to  find  one  of  the  moft  controvert- 
ed Queftions  in  Divinity^  dijinferejied  Love^ 
decided  by  a  poor  old  man,  without  edu- 
cation, or  learning,  or  any  inftru6:or;  but 
the  Spu-it  of  God.  I  afked  him  what  he 
thought  of  Paradife  ?  —  He  faid,  to  be 
fure,  it  is  a  fine  place.  But  I  do  not 
mind  that.  I  do  not  care  what  place  I 
am  in.  Let  G^^  put  me  where  he  will, 
or  do  with  me  what  he  will,  fo  I  may  fet 
forth  his  honour  and  glory." 

One  might  here  obferve,  how  eafy  a 
thing  it  is  for  perfons,  who  deem  them- 
felves  Favourites  of  Heaven,  in  the  heat  of 
imagination  to  talk  at  this  rate.  But  does 
the  DoBrine  of  Afjiirances  convince  them, 
that  they  could  dwell  in  Evcrlafing  burn- 
ings,  without  complaining,  or  any  abate- 
ment of  the  Love  of  God  ^  And  befides, 
how  idle  is  it  to  be  putting  an  impoffible 
cafe 'y  and  to  fuppofe  it  conf/ieni  with  the 
glory  of  God,  his  effential  goodnefs,  and 
goodnefs  to  mankind,  that  any  true  Penitent 
and  true  Lover  of  God  fliould  finally  be 
condemned  to  RelUtorments  ^ 

Mr.  Wefley  in  that  exorbitant  ftrain, 

4  Journ.       Doom,  Z/' thou  can^ft,  to  endlefs  pains ^ 
jn  fine.  ^^^  drive  me  from  thy  face  ^ 

feems 
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i*eems  daringly  and  prelum ptaoufly  to  bid 
defiajjce  to  the  Power  or  Jujlice  of  God. 
But  in  his  Anpwer  to  Mr.  Church  he  ex- 
plains himfelf  thus  J —  "  If  thou  can'ft  de-Pag.  37. 
ny  thyfelf,  if  thou  can'ft  forget  to  be  gra- 
cious, if  thou  can'ft  ceafe  to  be  truth  and 
love."  All  thefe  amiable  Attributes  it 
feems  muft  be  forfeited,  if  Heaven  could 
doom  to  puniihment  fuch  a  precious  Soul. 
But  this  explanation  of  his  looks  like  eva- 
fwriy  and  could  fcarce  be  his  original  mean- 
ing :  But  God's  power,  or  juftice  muft  be 
intended ;  becaufe  he  fpeaks  of  God's 
Love,  in  the  very  next  lines,  by  way  of 
diJiinBioriy  or  as  the  oppofite  alternative. 

But,  if  thy  flronger  love  confrains. 
Let  me  be  favd  by  Grace, 

§.  16.  We  find  other  exprefiions  and 
notions,  which  imply  either  a  Stoical  in- 
fenfibility  under  pain  and  torture ;  or  elfe 
a  defire  of  them ;  not  the  leaft  defire  of 
having  them  re?noved,  or  afjuaged,  though 
felt  in  the  highefl  degree.  As  that  of  Mr. 
Wefey,  produced  for  "  an  inftance  of  that  4  Jo""""- 
ftrange  truth,  that  the  fervants  of  God fuffer^'  ^°'  ^'" 
nothifig. —  I  dined  with  one,  who  told  me 
in  all  fimplicity,  *  Sir,  I  thought  laft  week 
there  could  be  no  fuch  reji  as  you  defcribe, 
none  in  the  world,  wherein  we  fliould  be 
fo  free  as  not  to  defire  eafe  in  pain.  But 
F  2  God 
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God  has  taught  me  better.  For  on  Friday 
and  Saturday^  when  I  was  in  iht  Jirongejl 
pain^  I  never  once  had  one  momenfs  defire 
of  eafe.'' 

Mr.  Wejlef%  having  difcourfed  of  this, 
and  defcribed  it  to  the  perfon  concerned, 
fufficiently  {hews  it  to  have  been  his 
dodrine.  Let  us  fee  if  it  cannot  h^  paral- 
lelled from  the  Papacy. 

"  St.  Francis  vifited  with  the  mofl  grie- 
vous fufferings  v^ould  by  no  means  allow 
them  to  be  called  pains  \  and  throwing 
himfelf  on  the  ground  with  a  violence, 
Bonavent  that  almofi  broke  his  bones,  begs  of  God 
to  ^^^to  his  fufferings  an  hundred  fold ;  — 
defires  a  contitiuance  and  renewal  of   tor- 

S.foji".  "?^"^^  —  ^"^  ^^^"  ^°  defpair  and  derelic- 
'  tion.'' — At  another  time,  however,  he  is 
in  a  quite  different  mood;  and  his  zeal 
tempered  with  prudence^  when  a  real  and 
very  fenlible  torture  was  before  his  eyes. 
For  "  being  obliged  to  undergo  a  Caute- 
rizing for  a  difeafe  in  his  eyes,  he  was  fo 
frighted  with  the  Sight  of  the  red-hot  iron^ 
that  he  commanded  the  iron  in  the  name 
of  Chrift;  fo  to  temper  its  heat,  that  he 
might /b/VtY/y  feel  the  burning.  And  when 
the  htfjing  iron  was  plung'd  into  his  ten- 
der flefh,  he  cried  out  exultingly,   '  Bleffed 

lirev.       be  God'j    for  to  fay  the  truth,  the  burning 

Fr'ncifc   ^^^  S^^^  "^^  "°  moleftation,    nor  did  any 
oa"''!-.'  pain  of  the  flefli  affect  me/ 

St, 
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St.  Ignatius    felt    and   experienced   thcBartoi. 
throes   of    regeneration   to   be   as   bad   as'^''f-^g"at- 
Hell;   and  yet  is  all  on  fire  to  promote  ^'^o^' ^^' 
God's  glor)\  though  at  the  lofs  of  all  the 
earth,  and  even  Heaven, 

St.  Terefa  was  under  great  aridities  fofRibaden. 
22  years ;  yet  never  in  all  that  time  did  itP-  799* 
come  into  her  thoughts  to  delire  more  com- 
fort, and  flje  asked  of  the  Lord^  that  (he 
might  never  be  without  pain.     She  even 
bore  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth  for  ano- 
ther, a  new  Convert  j  '  who  having  at  her 
perfwafion  left  certain  abominable  Sins,  but 
fuch  Temptations  ftill  remaining,  that  he 
knew  himfelf  to  be    in  i^^'//;  — She  be- 
fought  the  hord  to  afluage  the  pains  of 
that  poor  Soul ;  and  that  the  Devils^  who 
were   the  caufes  of  it,   might   come   and 
torment  her. — And  (he   fuffered  for   the 
fpace  of    a  month   the   mojl  furious  and 
firange  pains, — And  we  have  a  Pope's  Bull    Ibid. 
to  alTure  us,  that  Catharine  of  Sienna  was 
often  fo  carried  beyond  herfef  that  whenBallar. 
prick'd,  or  beaten.  Hie  had  not  the  leaft^'°'-^- 
feeling  of  pain."  p.  29'' 

M.  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  (a  Canonized 
Saint)  carries  this  point  fo  far,  that  "  flie 
defires  and  entreats  her  Saviour  to  grant 
her  fuch  a  fuffering  as  is  pure  gall,  the 
bottom  of  the  cup  mixed  with  wormwood, 
myrrh  and  vinegar,  which  he  drank  on 
the  Crofsy  without  the  leaft  confolation 
either  from  Heaven  or  earth.-^ And  fhe  re- 
peated 
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peated  often,    *  I  am  not  forward  and  in 

hafte  to  go  to  Paradife  ;  for  that  is  not  a 

See  her    place  of  fuff'erifig,   but  delight.     This,  in 

^'^'^'       my  opinion,  is  what  is  wanting  in  the  State 

Vj^'  ^  '  of  the  Bkffed: 

With  refped  to  all  this  patient  enduring, 
or  rather  love  of  hardships,  dangers,  pain, 
&c. — it  hath  been  remarked  by  learned 
Authors,  that  fome  perfons  from  conflitu- 
fional  temper  and  complexion  have  even 
been  fond  of  bearing  the  worft  that  could 
befall  them ;  could  not  be  eafy  and  con- 
tented without  them:  —  that  others  from 
a  fturdy  humour  and  pertinacious  refolution, 
egg'd  on  by  the  force  of  education,  emu- 
lation, a  point  of  honour  or  obftinate  pride, 
have  brought  themfelves  to  make  light 
of  the  mod:  exquifite  fufferings  and  tor- 
tures ;  fcarce  feeming  to  feel  them,  and 
even  laughing  at  them  : — That  when  £«- 
thufiafm  comes  in,  in  aid  of  this  natural  or 
acquired  flurdinefs ;  and  Men  fancy  they 
are  upon  God's  work,  and  entitled  to  his 
rewards ;  they  are  immediately  all  on  fire 
for  rufhing  into  fufferings  and  pain  j  and 
forrow  is  turned  into  joy  before  them.  The 
folid  and  juft  comforts,  which  a  true  Mar- 
tyr receives  from  above,  are  groundlefly 
applied  to  the  Counterfeit, 

And,  at  beft,  whatever  degree  of  merit 
our  Methodifts  may  claim  on  this  fcore  ; 
all  is  but  an  humble  imitation  of  the  mofl 

Fanatical 
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Fa?iaftcal  Deceivers   in  the   mod   corrupt 
Communion  in  the  Chrijlian  world. 

It  may  moreover  be  obferved,  that 
both  dntient  and  modern  Enthufuijh  al- 
ways take  care  to  fecure  fome  advantage 
by  their  Sufferings  ;  and  thereby  prove 
their  Love  of  God  not  To  very  difinterejied. 
For  they  brag  of  receiving  larger  favours ^ 
and  freer  Communications  with  God  under 
their  preffures,  or  have  fuller  Manifefta^ 
tions  of  his  goodnefs  immediately  after. 
And  efpecially  their  chief  Security  lies  in  a 
pretended  arrival,  or  approach  to  a  State 
of  Terfetiion^  and  to  an  AJJurance  of  Sal- 
vation. And  vfho  then  fliall  be  afraid  ? 
A  man  need  not  much  fcruple  throwing 
out  fome  expreffions  of  a  readinefs  to  un«. 
dergo  pains  equal  to  Hell,  or  Hell  itfelf ; 
who  is  afured^  knows  and  feels  tliat  he  is 
going  into  PerfeSiion,  and  may  depend 
upon  Salvation, 

§.  17.  But  previous  to  this  elevated 
State,  (that  we  may  not  wander  too  far 
from  the  Saint's  progrefs)  comes  their  Co7i^ 
verfion  ;  which,  as  another  inftance  of  Fa- 
natical pecidiarities,  they  reprefent  as  fud- 
den  and  injiantaneous  j  and  prepare  their 
Followers  to  expecft  it. 

And  tho'  I  do  by  no  Means  deny  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  may,  or  fometimes  doth,  by 
fome  extraordinary  A(5t  of  Grace,  throw 
fuch  a  light  and  influence  on  the  Mind  of 

Man, 
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Man,  as  fuddenly  to  arrefl  him,  as  it  were, 
in  the  midfl  of  a  wicked  and  unbelieving 
courfe  :  Yet  furely  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected of  courfe  j  the  ordinary  Method  of 
Heaven  being  that  of  drawing  us  by  gra- 
dual Means,  good  Education  and  Inflruc- 
tion  J  improvements  by  Learning,  Reading 
and  Studying  the  Holy  Scriptures  j  which 
dircdt,  in  an  honefh  and  good  Heart,  to 
'  grow  in  Grace,  and  build  up  ourf elves  in 
our  holy  Faith ;  and  not  prefume  that  we 
ihall  ftart  up  perfeB  Men  at  once.'* 
Wefley,        Thus  "  Faith,  and  being  born  of  God, 

^  "^iT"  7  ^^^  ^^^^   ^°  ^^   ^"  Inftantaneous  work,    at 

3g.  '  'once,  and  in  a  moment^  as  lightning,  Jujli' 
Jication,  the  fame  as  Regeneration,  and  hav- 

Ib.  p.  39.  ing  a  living  faith, — this  always  in  a  moment, 
— My  being  born  of  God  was  an  Injianta^ 
neous  a(5t,  enabling  me  from  that  moment  to 

3  Journ.   be  more  than  Conqueror  over  thofe  Corrup- 

P-  *^'  tions,  which  before  I  was  always  a  flave  to. 
•—Very  many  Perfons  chang'd  in  a  mo- 

Ib.  p.  49.nient, — always  fuddenly,  as  far  as  I  have 
known. — 

iftAppi.       By  the  Words,    being  faved   by  Faith, 

P- 23-  we  mean,  that  in  the  moment  a  Man  re- 
ceives that  Faith,  he  is  fav'd  from  doubt, 
fear,  forrow,  from  all  his  Sins,  vicious 
Defires,  &cr 

And  how  ftands  the  cafe  of  Popijh  En- 

Ribaden.  thufiafts   as  to   this  Article  f    "  After  St. 

p.  790.  q'(,f'eja  had  long  tried  to  be  Holy  to  no 
purpofe,  the  Lord  of  hearts  did  it  all  in  a 

moment ; 
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?noment ;  and  flie  was  from  that  time  effec- 
tually chang'd. — 

St.  Ignatim^  by  a  fudden  light  receives 
Faith,  and  the  complete  VerfeBion  of  Di- 
vine Sanctity  : — fo  that  he  rileth  up  a  7iew 
Man — a  perfeB  Man  in  Chriji. —Tht  fameOHand. 
Saint,  by  a  vifit  from  the  Virgin  Mary  and /^^jf  j.{^'^ 
Jefus  Chrijl,    has  all  Images  of  obfcenitycip.  22. 
wiped  from  his  Heart,  and  from  that injiant^''^'^?>^' 
finds  no  more  any  fenfe  of  Luft. — Another Ribaden. 
of  their  Converts  is  inftantly  deliver 'd  fromP-  39 •• 
Concupifcence  by  putting  on  St.  Anthony'% 
Garment. — St.  Conrade,  a  Dominican,  after 
having  cruelly  difciplin'd  himfelf  to  extin- 
guifh  his  irregular  Emotions,  by  the  Virgin 
Mary's  coming,  and  anointing  his  Reins, 
never  more  felt  the  'Thorn  in  the  Flefi, — 
Tbom,  Aquinas  had  a  vifion  of  Angels  blnd-Balingh, 
ing  his  Loins,  and  thence  forward  had  not^°^'  '• 
the  leaft  feeling  of  Concupifcence. — And  iBrev. 
could  produce  feven  or  eight  of  his  Holi-^^\ 
nefs's  Saints^  who  were  cured  of  the  fame 
defire  by  vi/ions  of  Angels  appearing,  and 
caftrating  them  with  proper  Inftruments." 

It  muft  indeed  be  confefs'd,  that  mod  of 
the  above-mention'd  InJia?itaneoiis  Conver- 
fions  were  from  carnal  Concupifcence.  But 
unfortunately,  no  fuch  violent  Meafures 
have  been  taken  with  fome  of  our  eminent 
Metbodijls,  and  their  behaviour  has  been 
fuch,  as  to  hinder  the  Cornparifon  from 
tallying  in  this  particular, 

G  §.  18,  After 
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}.  i8.  After  tht^Q  fudden  Converjiom  ufu- 
ally  they  receive  their  A[jurances,  of  Saha- 
tion-y — and  thefe  (as  alfo  the  proofs  of  their 
Converfion)  are  certainly  knovm^  heard,  feen 
or  felt  ;  they  can  afcertain  the  particular 
time  and  place  of  their  receiving  them  -,  as 
fo  many  Seals  of  the  Spirit. 

p.  17.  '   forgiven  me. — It  is  a  dreadful  millake  to 

deny   the    Dodtrine    of  Afjurances :  —  all 

ought  to  labour  after  It. — I  knov^^  numbers, 

whofe  Salvation  is  written  upon  their  hearts, 

as  it  v^ere  with  a  Sim-ham. — Prayer  for 

lb.  p.  ^^,jijjurance  of  eternal  Salvation, — Oh  !  (fays 

another)  I  cannot  be  freed  from  doubting, 

Suppl.  totill   I  have   more  Infallible  A jjirances:  — 

Anfwer    ^'^^  ^  ^^^^  Chrifl  fpeaking  to  me,  fo  that  I 

totheB  ofmay  be  fenfible  in  that  very  hoiir^  that  it  is 

^•P-2-    /j^d- that  fpeaketh." 

2  Journ.  Then  for  Mr.  Wefley^  "  I  felt  Faith  in 
P*  3°-  Chrifl,  and  an  Afjurance  was  given  me, 
that  he  had  taken  away  my  Sins,  even  7nine, 
— The  ufual  method  of  the  Spirit  is  to  give 
at  one  and  the  fame  time  the  forgivenejs  of 
Sins,  and  the  full  Afjurance  of  that  forgive- 
nefs :  yet  thefe  not  always  given  together. 

2  Journ.  — In  that  moment  (fays  a  Moravian)  I  be^ 
^'  °'  held  the  hamh  of  God  taking  away  my  Sins, 
lb.  p.  66.  And  from  that  time  I  have  had  Redemption^ 
Seep- 71, and   full  AJJurance  of  it,  —  admitting   no 

doubt,    or  fear.  —  My  Sifter  received  the 

3  Journ.  Atonement  on  St.  Peters  Day.  —  At  that 
^'  '•"  hour 
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hour  one  who  had  long  continued  in  Sin, 
from  a  defpair  of  finding  mercy,  receiv'd  a 
Jull,  clear  Jenje  of  his  pardoning  love,  and    j^^^^.^^ 
power  to  Jin  no  more.     One  Perfon  could  p.  42. 
neither  eat,  nor  fleep,  nor  read,  till  G6r//y  Reward's 
had  ajjlired  him  of  his  Salvation.  joum.p.g. 

By  way  of  Parallel  to  thefe  PrefumptU'^^^^'^^- 
ous  imaginations y  we  read,  that  St.  Francis,Vi2inc. 
bewailing  his  Sins  in  the  bitternefs  of  his"P  3.  & 
heart,  was  by  the  Holy  Ghoji  fully  certified ^Xg^^' 
of  the  plenary  remijjion  of  all  his  Sins. — 146. 
And  once  deiiring  a  Barber  to  JJjave  him 
gratis,  for  the  love  of  God,  the  Barber  re- 
fus'd,  till  the  Saint  had  given  him  full  af  Conform. 
jtirance  of  Salvation. — Another  holy  manfelt^^^-  258- 
himfelf  fo  vehemently  mov'd  and  illumi- 
nated, that  many  fccrets  of  God  were  r^-ManniSel 
veal'd  to  him,  and  he  was  certified  of  his^'^- 
forgivenefs  and  Salvation. ^A  Jefuit,  who^*  ^^^' 
had  much  commerce  with  God  aiid  the  Saints, 
was  ^^z/r' J  of  his  Salvation  before  \X\^l7nage 
cf  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  an  interior  voice  ; 
filling   him  with   fo   much  joy,    that  he  Franc, 
could  fcarce  contain  himfelf.     And  another^""- ■^^^" 
had  all  poffible  Security  of  it.  288,  417. 

§.  19.  No  marvel  then,  if  the  Prefump- 
tion  rifeth  flill  higher  into  a  fancy  of  Per" 
feSiion,  an  iinfinning  State  and  unfpotted  ; 
while  other  wretched  mortals  lie  groveling 
in  the  mire  of  Vice,  or  at  leaft  in  an  imper- 
fect way.  To  fuch  a  high-flown  pitch  may 
a  frantic  Imagination  be  carried. 

This 
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This  co?iceited  notion  feems,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  have  crept  into  Methodifm  from 
the  Moravia?2  Sed  -,  one  of  whom  tells  Mr. 
2  Jojrn.  WeJIey,  "  I  received  that  ^witnefs  of  the  Spi- 
^'  7"^'  rit^  that  full  ajj'urance  of  I'aith,  which  is  a 
deliverance  from  every  flefhly  defire,  and 
from  every  outward  and  inward  Sin." 
Other  Moravians  tell  him,  ^'  The  moment 
a  man  is  jiifiified  he  is  a  new  Creature ;  yet 
flill  remains  the  old  hearty  corrupt  and  abo- 
minable.— Is  there  then  (fays  Wefley\  cor- 
raption  in  your  heart  ?  Yes,  there  is  corrup- 
tion in  my  old  man,  but  not  in  my  new 
man. — This  fort  of  corruption  they  affirm 
to  be  the  Experience  of  the  Moravian 
Church.  But  Mr.  Weflef^  People  declare 
their  Experiences  to  the  contrary,  (viz.) 
that  Corruptions  are  taken  away  j  —  Mr. 
Wejley  urgeth,  *  was  there  then  inward 
Corruption  in  our  Lord  ?  or,  cannot  the 
Servant  be  as  his  Mafter  ?" — It  muft  be 
own'd,  that  Mr.  Wejley  contends  againft 
the  Moravians  for  the  ufe  of  external  means, 
for  Prayer,  Sacraments,  reading  the  Scrip- 
ture, &c.  And  for  this  reafon  he  fays, 
*'  I  met  with  a  furprizing  inftance  of  the 
Power  of  the  Devil ;  Mrs.  J — s  on  a  fud- 
den  threw  away  the  Bil^le,  faying,  I  am 
good  enough.  I  will  never  read,  or  pray 
more. — ^I  don't  defire  to  be  any  better  than 
I  am. — I  am  fav'd. -  I  ail  nothing;  fhe 
fpoke  many  things  to  the  fame  effedt, 
plainly  fliewing   that  the  Spirit  of  Pride 

and 
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and   of    Lyei   had    full  Dominion     over  4  joum. 
her."  '  pag.  66. 

I  fhall  make  a  few  JiriBiires  upon  this 
Article.  By  that  /«^r/^  diftindlion  of  the 
Moravians  we  may  be  drawn  into  a  conceit, 
that  any  Perfon  may  indeed  Sin,  and  be 
obnoxious  to  Divine  wrath^  when  he  con- 
fiders  only  the  eld  man  in  him  j  but  by 
pleading  that  his  new  man  is  imiocent  and 
guiltlefs,  he  is  in  no  danger.  Juft  as  if  one 
among  ourfelves  fhould  allow  himfelf  to 
fwear,  or  drink^  as  he  is  a  Gentleman ;  but 
not  as  he  is  a  Clergyman. 

In  the  difpute  whether  or  no  Corruptions 
are  taken  away,  Experie?ices  are  produced 
on  both  fides  of  the  Queftlon  ;  we  have 
ExperieJtces  againft  Experiences  j  thofe  of 
the  Moravians  againft  thofe  of  the  Wejleyans. 
Which  tallies  exadly  with  the  Revelation 
and  Miracles  alledg'd  by  both  Parties  among 
the  Papiftsy  in  their  grand  Controverfy 
between  the  'Dominicans  and  FrancifcanSy 
concerning  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the 
Virgin  Mary. 

Again  ;  the  Moravians  have  no  regard  to 
outward  Works ,  Prayer,  Sacrament,  ^c,  • 
but  yet  are  zealous  for  fome  remainders  of 
Corruption  necefTarily  flicking  to  us.  The 
Wejleyans  contend  ftrongly  for  outward 
Works ;  but  at  the  fame  time  are  eagerly 
maintaining  the  pofTibility  of  an  ufjftnning 
PerfeBion,  A  rare  choice,  take  which  you 
pleafe. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wefiefs  Text  of  Scripture  brought 

in  proof  of  fiicli  a  perfed  ftate  (cannot  the 

Servant  be  as  his   Majier^)    is   evidently 

mijapplied.      For  it  relates  only  to  outward 

^ufferings^  which  our  Lord'^  Difciples  were 

to  undergo  as  well  as  himfelf ;  but   has  no 

relation  to Jreedom  from  inward  Corruption^ 

to  2ifinlefs  PerfeBion  3    which  belongs    to 

Chrift  alone.     But  on  this  head  I  refer  the 

Reader  to  Mr.  Church'?,  Remarks  on  Wejley's 

Journal,  page  30 — and  60. — EfpeJally  to 

Farther  K^vndsk?,  page  114. — 

Brev.  Fr.       But  not  to  forget  our  Parallel.    'Tis  faid 

Jul.  21.    in  the  PopiJJj  Liturgies  of  St.  Fra?2cis  (and 

fQ°"g°g^"'^ indeed    of   feveral    others)    '    This  man 

107.        tranfgrefled    not    one  jot    or    tittle    of  the 

Gofpel',  that    Adam  did  not  Sin  in   him-, 

he  being  fo  perfeB.      And   this  purity   of 

his  is  given  as  a  reafon  why  he  fometimes 

appears    in    public  ftark     nakedy    without 

Conform,  ^^^^^'g  afiamcd ',    for  had  he  been  polluted, 

io\.  2:4.  he  muft  have  had  fome  fen fe  of  foame.  -— 

His  twelve  Apoflles  too   (whom  he   choie 

in  imitation  of  Chrifi  )    tranfgreired  not   a 

Trithem.  tittle  of  the  Gofpel.     Nor  did  Adam  fin  in 

f  1 5 ^^4.    Sf^  Bonaventure.'' 

"  The  Fratricelliy  or  little  Brother Sy  a 
branch  of  the  Francifcansy  ftiffly  main- 
tained the  Dodrine  of  PerfeBion ;  affert- 
ing,  that  a  man  may  in  this  life  attain  to 
fo  great  perfection,  as  to  live  wilhout  Sin  ; 
—-and  then   he  is    above    Ordi?jances    In 

Church 


(    47    ) 
Church  and   State."     See    StilUtigfleef  of 
Idolatry.     Page  255. — 

AlmofI:  all  the  Saints  and  Founders  of 
their  Societies  and  Orders  gained  the  Sum- 
mit of  Evangelical  Ferfcclion  :  as  a  foun- 
dation for  merit,  and  adoration.  Nor  do 
I  fee  but  that  their  modern  Imitators  mriy 
one  day  or  other  be  advanced  to  thefe 
infolent  claims. 

§.  20.  And  where  will  thefe  bold  En- 
thufiafis  flop  ?  For  we  find  them  next 
foaring  above  the  earth,  taking  a  flight  to 
Heaven,  and  ftealing  thence  the  [acred 
light  and  fire  ;  in  order  to  compafs  efFeftu- 
ally  their  own,  and  other's  delufion.  No- 
thing lefs  than  Injpirations,  Revelations, 
Illuminations,  and  all  the  extraordinary  and 
itnmediate  aBions  of  all  the  Perfons  in 
the  Sacred  Trinity  will  ferve  their  turn. 
So  that  now  every  fiaflo  of  zeal  and  devo- 
tion ;  every  wild  fretenjion,  fchemc,  tenet, 
and  over-bearing  diBate  j  impulfes,  im- 
prefjions,  feelings,  impetuous  Tranfports  and 
Raptures  ;  intoxicating  vapours  and  fumes 
of  Imagination  ;  Phantoms  of  a  crazy  brain, 
and  uncouth  effects  of  a  difiempcr  d  7nind, 
or  body  ;  their  fieeping,  or  waking  dreams ; 
their  aBions  and  pafjions,  &c.  — all  are  af- 
cribed  with  an  amazing  Prefumption  to 
the  extraordinary  interpofition  of  Heaven, 
fetting  its  Seal  to  their  MiJJion.  In  llbort, 
whatever  they   think,    fay,  or  do,  is  from 

God; 
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God 'j  and  whatever   oppofeth,  and   ftands 
in  their  way,  is  from  the  Devil. 

Here  we  have  the  true  Spirit,  and 
very  Ejjence  of  Enthiifiafm,  that  unground- 
ed pretence  to  Infpiration  ;  which  ot"  courfe 
makes  men  peremptory  and  pertinacious, 
fets  them  above  carnal  reafonings,  and  all 
conviction  of  plain  Scripture-,  and  obHgeth 
them  upon  their  own  Principles  to  af- 
fume  an  Infallibility.  This  is  what  the 
whole  l^ribe  of  Fanatics  have  caught  hold 
of,  as  the  moft  fpecious  Engine  to  delude 
the  credulous,  fimple  and  unwary,  and 
what  is  neceifary  for  carrying  on  their  En- 
terprizes  in  the  mofl  dextrous  and  fure 
manner.  For  though  Enthufiafm  may 
fometimes,  or  ufually,  fet  cut  with  an  in- 
nocent and  well-meaning  heart  j  yet  fuch 
a  fimpUcity  is  of  no  long  continuance : 
ProjeSis  increafe,  and  oppofition  arifeth  -, 
and  then  it  quickly  takes  to  its  affiftance 
the  feveral  artifices  of  tuanagement  and 
craft. 

P  R  E  S  E  N  C  E  S,  Sec. 

§.21.  The  fpecial  and  extraordinary 
Prefe7ices  of  God  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
the  Methodifis,  efpecially  Mr.  Whitefield, 
are  almoft  without  number  :  So  that  'tis 
needlefs  to  mention  particulars.  Such  as, 
"  The  Prefnce  of  the  Lord  was  with  me 
wonderfully  :  —  I  felt  more  than  common 

of 
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of  the  Divine  Prefence :  —  Felt  an  efpe.cial 
Prefence  of  God  in   my  private  bufinefs," 

But  they  fometimes  give  us  fuch  grofs 
accounts,  and  fuch  ftrong  expreffions,  as 
liGod  were  perfonally  attending  upon  them 
in  a  vifible  and  corporal  manner. 

"  God  was  indeed  there,  riding  in  the  Letters; 
Congregation,  and  breathing  life  and  cou- 
rage into  his  Lambs.  — Jefus  has  been  with 
me  much  to-day  j — at  another  time  he  was 
with  me  on  the  road : — but  Oh  !  how  was 
he  with  me  at  Abergavenny  ?  — -  I  en- 
treated him  to  meet  again^  and  he  came.'' 

In  like  manner,  "  Brother   Ledefma  (aOrlandin; 
yefiiit)  had  his  mind  ftrongly  confirmed  by^||^"pJ^' 
frequent  experiences  oi  God's  indulgences,  2.  p.  15. 
God  was    with  him    at    Cologn,    then   at 
Aujburgh^  then  at  Brujjelsy  next  at  Rome.'* 

More  grofly    ftill.     "    In  the  morning, 
fays  Mr.  White  fields  1  talked  with  God  in 
the  garden^    as    a    man    talketh    with  his 
friend,"  And  would  you  have  the  Coun^ 
terpart  of  this  ?   "  St.  Patrick  abfolutelyMeffing- 
refufed  to  go  forth  to  preach,    till  the  Lcr^^^^"-<^-26. 
met  him  /j<:^  to  face -^ —  and   the   Lord 
did  fo. —  Cht'ifi  fpoke '  to  the  beloved  face 
of  St.  Gertrude y    as    a   man   is   wont     /^Biev.Mo- 
fpeak  to  his  friend.  —  St.  Ignatius  aauallycf/J^j^* 
faw  Jefus  walking  before  him. — And  God 
often  talked  with   him  face  to  face,    as  a^*"^^! 
man  fpeaketh  unto  his  friend."  p.  53. 

II  '  See 
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See  again  how  God  attends  them  in  their 
Sermons.  **  The  Lord  g2iVt   me  the   Text 
7  Journ.  I  preached   upon  ; —  and  direfted  me  to  a 
P-  66.      method,  as  I  was  going  up  the  Tulpit-Jlairs*' 
So   fays  Whitefield  of  himfelf.      And   we 
have  as  good  Authority,  that  *'  the  Virgin 
Mary  came  and  held  the  Book  for  a  Domi- 
nican while  he  read  his  Sermon  ;  and  that 
Bclingh.   (hefuggejied  every  word  to  another,  as  he 
Aug.  4-    ^^g  preaching  an  Extempore  Sermon. —  A 
Franc.     Certain   yefuity    who  had    enjoyed    God's 
Hift.  Je-  Pr e fence  contmu3\\y,  fees  Chrijl , in  the  Pul- 
z^sV.  ^*    P^  lifting  up  his  hands,  and  blejjing  him'' 

Then  for  the  Divine  Prefence  at  their 

Love-feajls :    *'  The  Lord  came^    brought 

us  into  his  Banqueting-hoiife,    and   fet  his 

Banner  over  us,  that  the  Enemy  could  not 

come  nigh  us."     And  in  an  account  the 

tnoji   grofs^    '  at  a  general  Lcve-fea/i   our 

Dear  Majier  being  invited,    came,  and  fat 

at  the  head  of  the  Table,  and  bid  me  give 

Letters,  his  peopk  to  eat."      Would  one  think  fuch 

Stuff   could    be  paralleled"^    Eut,    among 

the  Papijis,  Bzoviiis  afTures  us,  that  Jefus 

being  invited   comes  and  eats  with    fome 

An- 1 246.  Children,  and  invites  them  again   to   his 

cap.  3.     Heavenly  Table. — And  the  Author  of  the 

\Mt  oi'^ii.  Veronica,  a  vno^tvn  E?2thufiaftic 

Saint  (publifhed  by  Dr.  Geddes)  fays,  that 

Veronica  at  a  Banquet  faw  our  Saviour  feat 

himfelf  at  the    head   of  the  Table    in    a 

P^g-  56.  chair. 

Nor 
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Nor  is  one  egg  more  like  another  than 
this  Tarallely  except  that  the  Metbodijl 
cxpreffeth  the  thing  more  ftrongly  and 
circumflantially. 

And  feeing  I   am  upon  the  Subjecfl  of 
God's  Prefence  y   one  thing  more   may   be 
added,  tending  to  encourage  the  notion  of 
the  real  corporal  Prefence  in  the  Sacrifice  of 
the   Mafs.      "    A  ^  Methodift,    fays    Mr. .  jo^rn. 
Wejley^  went  to  receive  the  Sacrament^  but  p.  x6, 17. 
with  a  heart  as  hard  as  a  ftone ,  —  when 
God  was  pleafed  to   let  him  fee  a  Crucified 
Saviour  :  —  I  faw  the  fountain  opened   in 
\{\^  fide.  —  At  the  early  Sacraments^  — 
how  often  have  We  feen  Jefus  Chrifi  crz/- Farther 
cifiedy  and  evidendy  fet  forth  before  us  ?       Dealing. 

And  why  is  not  this  as  good  an  Argu-^'  ^^* 
ment  for  Tranfubfiantiation   as  the  feveral 
fiejhly  appearances  produced  by  the  Papifis^ 
by   Bellarmin,    and    others?    Or,    as    the'^^^^* 
reafon   of  inftituting  the  Feafis  of  Corpus  chzri^. 
Chrifti  (the  Body  of  Chrifi)   by   Pope   Vr-'^^'o.  3.* 
ban  IV.  Becaufe  he    was    affured   it  hadg^Jjaj.; 
been  revealed  to  certain  Catholics  ?    Which  Urban, 
was    only   to    X.sno  fanatical  Women  in   a^°"^"**' 
Vifion. —  Or  what  more   is  there    in  the 
account  that  '  St.  Terefa  often  [aw  Chrifi K\hzien, 
in    the  Sacrament?  —  Or  that,    while  St. Pj jJ97j^^^ 
Hugo  was    celebrating    Mafs,    the  Sacred  gend. 
Hofi  being    elevated   appeared    plainly  inAngi. 
the  form  of  ar//?.?  ?' ''•^' 

H  2  One 
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One  can  hardly  indeed  believe,  that 
our  Methodijis  in  thefe  grois  expreffions 
intend  to  be  underflood  in  a  Literal  Senfe: 
Eut  we  know  not  what  efFe6t  they 
may  have  upon  weak,  credulous,  and  fu- 
perilitious  minds  -y  efpecially  when  improv- 
ed  by  future  Comments^  or  the  help  of 
tradition,  'Tis  certain  that  diverfe  Rhe- 
torical fiourifbe^  of  this  fort,  and  other  little 
SiiperjiitionSy  have  gradually  fwelled  into 
the  moft  falfe  and  abfurd  DcBrineSj  as 
ivell  as  into  rank  Idolatry ;  and  the  world 
is  covered  with  a  deluge  of  monflrous  Le- 
gendary tales,  which  were  derived  from  as 
fmall  a  fountain. 

§.2?.  Clofeiy  conneded  with  Prejences 
are  thofejamiliar  Communlcatiom  and  Con- 
ver fat  ions  with  the  Deity ;  full  of  the  moft 
fweet,  tender,  amorous  Sentiments  and  ex- 
prefiions. 

i  Tourn.  "  Oh  !  what  fweet  Communion,  fays 
Mr.  Whitejieldy  had  I  daily  vouchfafed 
from  God  ?  —  I  cannot  tell  how  tenderly 
I  am  carried  by  our   Dear  Savicur  from 

tetters.;; day  to  day  : — I  lean  on  Jcfis's  bofom  from 
morning  to  nighty  yea,  all  the  day  long. — 
I  fweetly  leaned  on  my  Saviour's  hofom, 
znA  fucked  out  of  the  breads  of  his  Conjo- 
latlony  And  how  wonderfully  Poetical 
and  moving  is  that  Divine  imitation  of  fome 
earthly  rapturous  Lover  ?  "  Early  in  the 
morning,  at  noon-day^  evening,  and  mid- 
night. 
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night,  nay  all  the  day  long  did  the  Bkjed 
Saviour  vifit  and  refrefh  my  heart.  Could 
the  trees  of  a  certain  wood  near  Stonehoufe 
/peak,  they  would  tell  what  fweet  Commu- 
nion I  and  fome  more  Dear  Souls  enjoyed  Whitf. 
with  the  ever  Blejed  God  there.  ^ /°^"_''"- 

For  thefe  five  days,  fays  Mr.  Seward^  I  joum. 
have  kept  my  bed,   had  every  day  fweet p-  i,7» 
Communion  with  my  Dear  Lord  yefus,^^'^^'^'^" 
who  filled  me  with  his  fulnefs.  —  Went 
to  reft  in  the  arfjis  of  my  Lord  Jefus^ — 
of  my  fweef  Saviour ^  —  in   his  bofom.  — 
Went  to  reft  full  of  a  Senfe  of  my  own 
7iothingnefs,  and  fighing  for  the  prefence  ofpage  32. 
my  Dear  Lord  Jefus." 

This  bids  fair  for  coming  up  in  due  time 
to   his  Rival  Sai?2ts.     For  Cbriji  appeared 
to  St.  Francis  and  his  Brethren  3  and  giv- Conform, 
ing  them  his  BleJJing  they  felt  fuch  a  fweet- ^°'-  2- 
nefs  as  quite  ravijhed  them. — He  was  in- 
deed often  vifited,  and  recreated  by  our  Lord 
with  ineffable  fweetnejs ;  —  had  many  fuch 
Vifitations^  Illujlrations,  and  Cheriftnngs. — 
St.  Ignatius  receiving  a  vifit  from  the  ivz- Ribadcn: 
ther  and  the  «S(5«, — 1^\\^  Father  turning  to P*  "^3-4- 
the  Son  recommends  to  his  favour  Ignatius 
and  his  Brethren  ;    which  the  Son  promi- 
feth  looking  fweet ly  and  amiably  upon  J^-Bartoi.Vi- 
natius.  '^  ^S"^^- 

St.  Felixy  a  Francifian,  burned  with 
fuch  an  excefiive  love  towards  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  fefus,  that,  not  able  to  bear  it, 
he   requefted    her  to  come  to  him,    and 

bring 
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bring  her  Son.     She  did  fo  :  and  it  cannot 
be  expreffed   what   a   power  of  Heavenly 
Baiingh.  Conjolatiom  he  felt.— St.  Anthony  had  often 
^^y^^'  familiar  Converfations  with  God,  —  recre- 
ating him  with  extraordinary  comforts,  and 
Divi?ie  Vifitations. — The  little  Jefus  would 
come   fometimes   and   fit  upon   his  Book^ 
Ribaden.  fometimes  be  under  his  arms-,  whom  the 

P-  39 »'    holy  fnan  embraced   with   wonderful   De- 
394-  •;. 

votion. 

Baling.         "  The    'fefuit  Berman  for  a  relief  in 

Aug.  »3,  ^11    ]^ig   complaints    takes    refuge   in    the 

breaft  and  bofom  of  the  Virgin  Mary.     For 

ihe  was   fometimes   pleafed   to  come  and 

give  her  Votaries  Suck.     Once  {he  brought 

her  Son,    and   put   him   into   bed    to  St. 

StaniJIaus,    which   cured   him  of   his   ili- 

nefs  J   comforting  and  recreating  her  Cli- 

Idem.      ent,  and  refrefliing  him  with  a  very  copious 

Aug.  14.  fuavify.  —  Nor    was    it    any    uncommon 

thing  for  her  to  bring  the  beloved  Child  to 

fome  of  her  precious  Saints,  to  be  dandled, 

kijed  and   embraced  in  bed,   which  quite 

overcame  them  with  joy  :    as   it  did  St. 

Lucia,  who  had  him  with  her  for  three 

nights    together."      See   Brevinfs  Samuel 

and  Saul,  Page  3^6.     For  it  was  not  ufual, 

or  fit,  to  deprive  the  Female  Devotees  of 

this  delightful  Communion.     Accordingly 

we  are  aflured,   that  "  once  Chrifl  came, 

in  company  with  St.  Dominic,  to  vifit  l^e- 

refa  :   Chrijl  foon  withdrew,  and  bad  her 

recreate  herfelf  with  bis  friend  Dominic ; 

who 
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who  ftayed  with  her  two  hours,  took  herRibaden." 
by  the  ha?hiy  and  fpoke  many  comfortable  P-  708-9. 
words  to  her.  —  J^-'fa^  indeed  was  her 
Spoii/e ;  —  and  fhe  had  certain  enjoyments 
of  great  gujis  atid  conjolations^ — and  cried 
out  to  him,  O  my  Lord,  and  my  Spoufe, 
'tis  now  time  for  us  to  fee  one  another  ; 
and  fhe  fpoke  to  him  fuch  high,  fweet,  and 
amorous  things^  &c."  Id.p.802. 

Such  is  the  language  and  effeSl  of  fpiri- 
tual  Jove  among  Popi/h  Fanatics ,  in  the 
very  words  of  their  applauded  and  Licenfed 
Writers  3  enough  to  give  one  a  furjeity 
and  a  thorough  diftafte  of  their  Methodif- 
tical  imitators. 

§.23.  I  cannot  here  forbear  tranfcribing 
that  Seraphic  Rhapfody  oj  Divine  Love 
from  Mr.  PVeJlefs  Third  Journal ^  (though  Pag.  19. 
I  am  not  certain  whether  he  is  defcribing 
his  own  cafe,  or  that  of  another  Saint) 
wherein  he  fo  pathetically  paints  out  the 
TXrj'jLijTtix^ov  ''E§a)To^,  the  Sweet-bitter  of 
love;  the  alternate  languifhments  and  exul- 
tations, the  finkings  and  rifings  of  the  ani- 
mal Spirits ;  the  fighings  and  fingings ;  the 
decent  and  elegant  mixture  of  a  facred 
and  prophane  amour,  attended  with  a  rap- 
ture and  ecjiafy,  and  every  Symptom,  which 
feizes  the  Adepts  in  this  Paffion,  deeply 
fmitten  and  diflra(fled  Inamoratos,  either 
fpiritual,  or  fcnfual. 

"  The 
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"  The  Love  of  God  was  flied  abroad  in 
my  heart,  and  a  flame  kindled  there,  with 
pains  fo  violent,  and  yet  fo  very  ravijhing, 
that  my  body  was  almofl  torn  afunder. 
I  lov'd.  The  Spirit  cried  ftrong  in  my 
heart.  I  fweated.  I  trembled.  I  fainted. 
I  fung. — My  Soul  was  got  up  into  the 
Holy  Mount.  I  had  no  thoughts  of  coming 
down  again  again  into  the  body. — Oh  !  I 
thought  my  head  was  a  fountain  of  water. 
I  was  diffolved  in  Love.  My  beloved  is 
mine,  and  I  am  his.  He  has  all  charms. 
He  has  raifed  my  heart. — He  is  now  in  the 
Garden,  feeding  among  the  Lilies.  Oh  ! 
I  am  fick  of  Love".  With  more  of  this 
ranting  flame. 

This  defcription  is  fo  flrongly  exprefled, 
and  fo  many  particulars  contained  in  clofc 
concife  periods,  as  may  feem  incomparable* 
But  many  of  the  Syiriptoms  may  be  gather- 
ed from  the  account  of  St.  Catharine  of 
Sienna  under  the  fame  affed:ions.  "  Her 
burning  Love  for  ChriJI,  her  moft  fweet 
Spoiife,  was  fo  intenfe,  exceflive,  and  Di- 
vine  J  —  that  flie  was  almoft  always  Jick, 
langiiifhing,  faint,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
fumed  with  pure  love  and  aff^edion. — She 
had  fo  great  confolation  in  her  foul,  that 
fhe  wondered  how  it  could  abide  in  her 
body.  And  the  f  re  burning  in  her  bread 
was  fo  exceeding  great  and  violent,  that 
in  refped:  of  it  material  fire  feemed  cold  and 
frozen.     Once  this  fire  was  fo  intenfe,  that 

it 
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It  took  away  her  life  for  four  hours;   in 
which  time  (he  had  a  Fi/ion  of  Heave??,  Kih^den. 
Hell  and  Purgatoryr  ^  ^P'-  3<>- 

St.  Terefa's  heart  was  inflamed  with  fo 
great  a  love  of  God,  fo  high  a  fire,  that 
fhe  was  even  burnt  up,  ^nd  ready  to  die 
out  of  defire  of  feeing   him  ;   and  after- 
wards fhe  had  thofe  torrents  and  inunda-Id.  oa, 
tions  of  love  with  more  force,  and  greater  '5- 
rapts  than   before".     Nay,   the  Authority 
of  the  Roman  Church  allures  us,  that  **  her 
heart  burn'd  with   fuch  a  fire  of  Dhine 
Love,  that  (hQ  defer vedly  had  a  Fi/io?!  of 
afi  A?igel  piercing  her  bowels  viiih  a  dart 
tip'd  with  fire;  and  of  Cbrift  talcing  her 
by  the  hand,  and  making  her  his  Spoufe ; 
— and  fhe  died  not  fo  much  by  the  force 
of  any  diftemper,  as  the  intolerable  burning    Hrev. 
cf  Divine  Love".  —  "   St.  Gertrude  and^om.Qd.. 
Chrifl  were  mutually  fmitten  with  the  ar-'^- 
rows  of  Love,— and  ihe  died  of  this  amo-  Brev.Mo- 
roui  fire'\  naft.  M.y 

"  'Tis  true  indeed,  as  the  Legendaries  '' 
own,  that  St.  Catharine  was  Jlandered  as  a 
fond  and  light  woman-,  and  Terefa  kept^iudcn. 
fucli  bad  compa7i)\  that  moft  perfons  con- 
cluded that  Celeftial  vijions  were  not  com- 
patible with  her  kind  of  life,  —  But  all 
may  be  reconciled.  For  thefe  exceffes  of 
the  /piritual  and  carnal  affcOi'ions  are  nearer 
allied  than  is  generally  thought  ;  ariling 
from  the  fame  irregular  emotions  of  the 
blood  and  animal  Spirits.  And  the  Pa* 
I  tient 
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tient  is  hurried  on  either  way  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  ObjeSf.  And  I  am  much 
miftaken,  and  fo  is  HiAory  too,  if  fome 
of  the  warmeft  and  uiojl  Enthufiafiic  Tre- 
tenders  to  the  Love  of  God  have  not  enter- 
tained the  fame  viokfice  of  Pafjion  (not 
quite  fo  fpiritual)  iox  fome  of  their  neigh^ 
hours* 

§.  24.  Let  us  proceed  to  that  moft  pre^ 
fumptuous  claim  to  Infpiration  ;  to  Extra^ 
ordinary  Revelations,  emanations,  direBions, 
powers,  and  afjijlances  of  the  Holy  Ghoji  ; 
in  their  Preaching  and  DoBrine,  impulfes 
and  imprefions.  This  has  always  been 
the  chief  and  moft  effeSfual  deceit ,  where- 
by Enthufajis  have  impofed  upon  them- 
felves  and  followers.  They  feel  fuch 
fallies  of  a  tumultuous  Imagination,  fueh 
ftrong  emotions  within  j  as  eafily  to  per- 
fuade  themfclves  this  can  be  nothing  lefs 
than  the  workings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  j  and 
fome  Madmen  have  carried  it  fo  far,  as  to 
think  they  were  the  very  Holy  Ghoji  them- 
felves. 

Nor  can  it  be  a  difficult  matter  to  fix 
perfuafion  of  this  nature  upon  their  eager 
and  credulous  Admirers,  who  have  neither 
judgment  nor  inclination  to  dijprove  or  exa- 
mine-,  but  are  violently,  though  volunta- 
rily and  fweetly,  carried  away  by  their 
teacher's  good  words,  and  fair  fpeeches  5 
by  their  eloquent,  elevated,  affuming  and 

confident 
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confident  difcourfes,  zealoufly  and  fervent- 
ly poured  out. 

Hence,  no  doubt,  they  talk  (o  confi- 
dently of  "  fome  great,  unufual,  extraor- 
dinary and  wonderful  work,  which  God  is 
nowy  even  now,  beginning  to  work  over  all 
the  earth,  whereof  they  are  to  be  the 
Injlnments^  the  Trumpets  to  proclaim  it  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord." 

Mr.   TVhitefield,    in    particular,    is   ever 
flying  upon  the  wings  of  Infpiratlon^  and 
talking   fublimely   in   the    Apcfiolic  Style. 
"  I  experience  frefh  teachings,  and  com-sJo"""- 
muBications   from   God's   Holy   Spirit^ — P*  ^^* 
from  himfelf.  — - 1  felt  the  Power  of  God 
come   upon   me,   and   I   fpoke   with  De- 
monftration  of  the  Spirit. — I  felt  the  Holy  Pag.jz. 
Ghoft  come  upon  me  at  that  time. — I  fear 
I  (hould  quench  the  Spirit,  did  1  not  go  on  3  Journ. 
to  fpeak  as  He  gives  t?ie  utterance''.  P-  *7* 

The    fame    extraordinary  Injpiration  is 
poured   out,  or  rather  the  Holy  Spirit  de-Laten. 
fcends  upon  their  Followers,   Societies  and 
Bands.     "  Such  as  had  Tublic  gifts  were 
fettled   as  Superintendants  over  the  reft. — 
Heard   of  one,    favs   Mr.   JVhitefield,    that 
received  the  Holy  Ghoft  immediately  upon 
my  breaching.  —  A  moil  remarkable  out-'^  Jonrn. 
pouring  of  the  Spirit  has  been  feen  in  this  ^'jou'm. 
Ajjhnbly. — ^\\q  Power  of  God  was  in  anP-^«- 
unujual  manner  prefent  at  the  meeting  o'i\Q^^'^f 
the  Bands.  —  God  mightily   confirms   the  p.  co. 
words  I  fpeak,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  given  unto  "^^^^J"' 
I  2  thofcp.  56.' 
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thofe  that  hear  them. — The  Power  of  the 
Lord  came  upon  the  Congregation ^  and  the 
Holy  Ghoji  overlhadowed  them". 

There  is  fomething  in  the  following 
Rotations,   which   defer ves    particular  no- 

6  Journ.  ^..^x,     "  The  Holy  Ghoft  Jeemed  to  come 

into  the  Congregation  like  a  mighty  rtiJJnng 
wind^\  Here  he  fpeaks  fomething  dubiouf- 
ly.  But  elfewhere  he  is  more  pojiiive  and 
peremptory.     "  The  Spirit  at  length  came 

7  Journ    ^Qyi^n  //^^  ^  mighty  ruJJding  wind,  and  car- 
'  ^  *      ricd   all    before   it.  —  In   my   Frayer  the 

Power  of  God  came  down,  and  gave  a  great 
Jhock. — Such  an  abiding  univerjal  Jhock  I 
never  knew  before.  —  In  the  afternoon 
again  the  Jhock  was  very  great.  —  The 
setters,  pj^^e  was  almoll  rent  by  the  Power  and 
Prefence  of  God'\ 

Some  of  thefe  latter  Expreffions  imply, 
that  the  Holy  Ghoft  defcended  on  the  Me- 
thodijis  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  the 
Apojiles  at  Pentecojl.  Which,  without 
much  better  proof  than  they  have  given  of 
their  Infpiration,  I  will  by  no  means  un- 
dertake to  excufe  from  Blajphemy,  Other 
expreffions  imply  fome  ftrange  tumultuary 
Jhaking  of  the  Fabricky  or  elfe  of  the  Preach- 
er and  Hearers^  like  a  violent  Hurricane, 
And  yet  perhaps  after  all  the  fhock  was 
only  in  the  Preacher's  own  brains. 

'Tis  hard  to  know  what  to  make  of 
thefe  fhocks  and  fhakings^  if  truly  repre- 
fented  by  the  Methodifts,     We  know  how- 

evern 
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ever,  that  fuch  P^och  and  concnjjiom  of 
Houfa  have  been  reprefented  by  Heathen 
Authors  as  indubitable /^m  of  fome/w^^T- 
natural  Power  and  Frefence^  either  of  a 
Celejlial  or  Infernal  Deity,  At  the  Pre- 
fence  of  Pluto^ 

Jam  mthi  cernuntur  irepidh  Delubra  moveri 
Sedibus^  &  claram  difpergere  culmina  lucem^ 
Adventum  tejiata  Dei, 

Claud.  Rapt.  Proferpin.  lib.  I.  ver.  7. 

At  the  Prejefice,  or  by  the  efficiency  of 
Bacchus^ 

TeSla  repent}  quati. 


Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  IV.  ver.  402. 

At  confulting  the  Oracle  of  Apollo  at 

Delphos, 

Et  locus,  &  Laurus,   &  quat  hahet  i/la,  pharetra 

'  Intremuere  ftmul. 

Ibid.  lib.  XV.  ver.  634. 

In  a  Poetical  reprefentation  of  Apollo'% 
coming  and  Infpiration, 

Oiov  0  T«   VoAAfiJi'oj  6<r«VATo  J^J^y/J'as  opxw^j 

Old.   <^'    QhOV    Th    (JLiKctQpov  i — 

KoCi   /«   T«  T«  flopSTpA  XetA«  To/i    ^otCci   ttpctVtf'W. 

Callimach.  Hymn,  in  ApoU.  ver.  i. — 

Vix 
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Vtx  eafatui  eram,  tremere  omnia  vifa  repente 
Liminaque  Laurufque  Dei,  totufqUe  movert 
Mons  circum. —  ■ 

Virgil.  iEneid.  III.  ver.  90. 

You  fee  houfes,  temples,  dens,  moun- 
tains—  all  fhaking,  and  trembling  from 
their  foundation  ;  in  atteftation  of  the  Fre~ 
fence  of  their  Deities. 

After  fuch   accounts  given  by  the  Me- 

thodiftsy  and  efpecially  when  confirmed  by 
Pagans^  it  would  be  fomething  like  a  Mi- 
racle, i^ Popery  fhould  not  afford  a  Parallel, 
Accordingly    the  Writers   of  St.  ^gnatius's 
Life  inform  us,  that  "  while  tlie  Saint  was 
at  Prayers,  and  dedicating  himfelf   to  the 
Blejfed  Virgin,    the  whole   Houfe    trembled 
with  a  fudden  concuffion  ;    but  moll:  of  all 
Ignatius's  own  Chamber,  the  windows  be- 
y^[j  *  t  ing  broke,    and   many  chinks   open'd,  — 
lib.  I.      and  that  this  was  generally  believed  to  pro- 
cap.  9.     ^ggj  from  the  rage  of  the  Devil.'' — And  in 
Lib.  5.     another  place  he  relates  a  ftory  of  the  fame 
cap.  16.  nature,  and  afcribes  it  to  the  fame  caufe. 
P.  518.         Ribadeneira,    \n  iht  Lives  of  the  Saints 
relates  the  fame  ftory  of  Ignatius,  but  with- 
out mentioning  what  might  be  the  caiife. 
But  in  his  Life  of  St.  Anthony  he  tells  us, 
that  "  the  Z)m/threatning  to  fall  upon  this 
Saint  with  great  fury,  at  his  voice  all  the 
room  was  Jhaken,    the   walls    opened,    and 
many  Devils  ruflied  in." 

As 
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As  to  Papiftical  pretenflons  in  general  to 
Jnjpiration^  they  are  without  number  or 
end.  There  is  fcarce  any  part  of  their  Re- 
ligious (i.  e.  Irreligious)  iVorJhip  and  Doc^ 
trine  j  fcarce  a  Monaftcry\  Nunnery y  Order 
or  Society ;  fcarce  a  petty  J}ii7itiing  in  their 
Communion,  —  that  was  not  taught  and  In-- 
fpired  by  the  Holy  Gboft. 

"  St.  Francis  was  not  only  Infpir'd  him- Conform, 
felf  in  Teaching,    but  all  the   Rules  of    his^ol-  no. 
Order  were  dictated  by  Heaven.    He  was  a 
moft  wonderful  Preacher,  by  virtue  of  the 
Holy  GhoJl.—  A\\  heard  the  Voice  of  Chriji 
in  the  air,   faying,  '  Francis  there  is  no- 
thing of  your  own  in  your  Rule,    but  all  is 
mine,     St.  Paul  prophejydoi  it,    and  un-FoJ-  >io." 
derftood   his    own  words  as  belonging  to 
this  Rule  of  St.  Francis,  '  Whoever  walketh    ibid. 
according  to  this  Rule,  peace  be  on  them.' —  ^^^'  '27- 

Which  paflage  being  the  very  fame  that 
*  Mr.  We/ley  optnd  upon,  when  heconfult- 
ed  the  Oracle  by  lot,  and  begged  an  anfwer  3  joum. 
of  peace,'  may  perhaps  afford  him  nofmallP^S-  H- 
comfort ;    as  having  the  fame  honour  v/ith 
St.  Francis,    and  his  Rule  equally  eftablifh- 
ed.    St.  Ignatius  was  carried  on  by  a  ftrong 
Inspiration,  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghojl, 
v/hicli  fpoke  through  him.    And  his  Spirit 
tual  Exerciffis  had  the  Gime  Sandion.  Pcpe 
Paul  III.    indt-ed  (%s  Dr.  GtW^-i)  fpeaks        -^  ^ 
rnodeflly  of  Ignatius  and  his  Companions, Tx^et%. 
SpirituSando,   ut  creditur,  affiati,  Infpirdj'^ol  3. 
as  is  behrjcd,  by  the   Holy  Spirit.    But  Ju- 

iiiis 
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Hus  Iir.    leaves  out,    as  is  believ'dy    and 
roundly   pronounceth   they  nvere  Infpir'd, 
And  Gregory  XIII.  faith  exprefsly,    that 
Ignatius  was  Infpir'd  in  modelling  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Jefuits,"  So  that  it  feems  there 
are  degrees  of  Infallibility^  Tome  Popes  being 
more  infallible  than  others. 
De  Rom.      Beilarmin  affirms,  that  the  Orders  of  Be- 
3°cap.  \%.^^di5i^  Romualdus^  Bruno ^  Dominic,  Fran* 
cis,  were  from  the  Holy  Ghojl  —  BQpe  Hil- 
debrand  adually  faw  Chrijl  himfelf  fitting 
Brev.  Mo.  by  St.  Hugo  in  Chapter,  approving  all  his 

naft.  May^l^^^gg    ^-^j^    ^    ^^^^     ^^^    fuggcfting    the 

Rules  of  the  Brcemonftratenfians  brought 
from  Heaven  by  St.  Aujiin,  It  were  eafy 
to  produce  a  hundred  Inftances.  But  what 
need  we  more,  when  Popes,  and  the  Church 
of  Rome  have  aflur'd  us  of  thefe  ? 

J.  25.  The  claim  of  Extraordinary  Af- 
fijlance^  and  Power  from  above,  flands  {o 
much  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  is  fo  fre- 
quent in  the  Methodijls  Mouths,  that  I 
Oiall  mention  but  a  few  Inftances. 

**  I  felt  more  and  more  of  the  Divine 

AJftfiance  To-day,  fays  Mr.  JVhitcfeld :  — 

The  Lord  endowed  me  with  Power  from 

on  high. — In  the  midft  of  my  Difcourfe  the 

Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  came  upon  me.  — 

^  Journ.  God  enabled  me  to  fpeak  with  fuch  irre- 

P-  23.  i^-fjiible  Power,  that  the  Oppofers  were  quite 

'**°'        flruck  dumb,  and  confounded."  — And  af- 

,  ,         terwards  he  makes  this  infolent  demand  on 

3  Journ,  -^  r>  /I 

p.24,ir4,i2<?^W».  Fait 
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Paft  is  thy  word  :  I  here  demand^ 
And  confident  exped:  thy  aid. 

A  confidence  and  imperioufnefs  fufficlent ; 
a  Parallel  to  which  I  do  not  remember 
among  Fopijl)  Saints, 

§.26.  Upon  fpedal  Dire^lofjs,  MiJ/wns 
and  Calls,  by  immediate  Revelation,  I  (liall 
dwell  a  little  longer. 

"  laffiiredly  felt  — I  hiew  it  was  JefusWhkf, 
Chriji  (h^t  reveal'd  himfelf  unto  my  Soul.^^^^^^J- 
—  I  know,  and  am  afj'urd  that  God  fent  Wefiey's 
forth  his  light  and  his  truth.  —  It  was  r^-i  Jo^^n. 
'veal'd  to  me  that  nothing  griev'd  Satan  io^'  ^^' 
much  as  the  private   Societies.  —  Our  glo- 
rious Soul-brother  had  it   reveal'd  to  him 
thefe  two  years,    that  fome  fuch  as   him 
would  be  fent  into  thele  parts,"  Letters, 

More  particularly  as  to  MiJJions  and  Calls, 

*'  Bleffed    be  God,  %s    Mr.  Whitefield, 
he   fhews   we  are  Teachers  fent  by  him. 
For  [modeflly  comparing  themfelves   with 
Chrtm  no  one  could  do  thefe  Thi?igs,  except  3  J°^^«' 
God  were  with  him. —  I  told  the  People  God 
call'd  me,    and  I  muft  away. — Intended  to 
preach  at  Fort-Simons^ — but,    Lord,  thou 
calied'fh  me  elfewhere.  —  God  (hewed    me 
and  my  Friends,  that  it  was  his  Will  that  I 
fhould  return  for  a  while  to  England. —  To  2  Joum, 
preach  the  Gofi)el  at  Frcderica  alfoj    for?- 7— 9- 
K  there- 
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I  journ.  therefore  ami  fent. — The  Eternal  Almighty 

P-  5-        I  A  M  hath  fent  me." 

See  now  how  clofely  they  have  copied 

Ribadcn.  their  great  exemplars.     "  St.  Ignatius^   and 

P-  529-  his  Companions,  went  to  Rome^  whither 
God  called  him  to  fettle  his  new  Order  and 
Society. — St.  Feter  and  St.  Faul  bring,  one 
a  Staffs  the  other  a  Book^  to  St.  Dominic^ 
faying,  begin  thy  journey ;  go,  exercife 
the  Office  which  God  hath  given  thee  ; 
preach  the  GofpeL — His  friends  perfv/ading 
him  to  ftay,  St.  Dominic  full  of  the  Holy 

Ribaden.  Ghoji  anfwer'd,  —  Let  no  body  go  about  to 

P-  595-  flay  me.  God  commands,  and  his  orders 
muft  be  obey'd.  St.  Francis  return'd  from 
the  Lifidels,     whom  he  was  unable  to  con- 

Bonaven-  y^j-f    warn'd  bv  a  Divine  Revelation.  —  A 

tur    Vic 

Franc.      Venerable  Brother  and  St.  Clare,  having  con- 

c.  9,  12.  fulted  the  Will  of  God,  are  agreed  by  the 

Revelation  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  Holy  man 

fhould  go  forth  to  preach  the  Gofpel." 

Some  fpecial  DireSiions   are   2i^  follows. 

5  Journ.    "  Trufted  to  God,  fays  Mr.  Whitefield,  to 

P-  46-      direct  rne  to  a  T^ext  -, —  and  God  fhew'd  me 

7  Tourn,   what  I  fliould  do.  —  The  Lord  gave  me  a 

p.  66.      Text,  and  direSied  me  to  a  Method.  —  I  have 

been    direBed    in    this  manner,    (reading 

Scripture  on  the  knee)  even  in  the  minuteft 

circumftances,  as  plainly  as  the  Jeivs  were 

by  Urim  and  ^hummim.  —  The  direSiions, 

ua^l'^    fays  Mr.  Wefley,  I  received  from  God  this 

day, 


Deal. 
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day,    touching   an    affair  of   the  greateft  i  joum. 
importance''  P-  34- 

Let  me  mention  a  iew  DlreBions  com- 
ing  by  way  of  Command^  and  I  affure  you  of 
no  fmall  importance.  "   I  am  going  tothejourn. 
Houfe  of  a   wealthy  Gentleman^    fays  Mr.P- ^9' 32- 
Whitejield^  whom  God  has  commanded  to  re- 
ceive me.  —  How  does  he  every   where 
command  fome  or  other  to   receive   me  ? 
— Indeed  Mr.   Seward  affirms,    that  thejo^^^ 
Lord commandeth  Perfons  every  where  top- 12. 
provide  for  us.  —  Mr.  Wejley,    not  to  be 
left  unprovided  for,    "  came  to   Mr.  De- 
lamotte'Sj  —  where   I   expelled  a  cool  re- 
ception.    But  God  had  prepar'd   the  way 
before  me  —  I  was  welcomed   in   fuch  a  2  joum. 
manner—."  P- /• 

Nor  is  this  cafe  without  a  proper  Prece- 
dent. For  we  read,  that  "  An  Honourable 
Matron  was  commanded  by  an  interior  Voice 
to  reverence  St.  Ignatius^  and  provide  him 
with  a  Ship —  And  likewife  a  Noble  Senator  OxXzn^. 
at  Venice  heard  a  Voice  —  diredlins;  him  to  J^.'^;. -[^" 
entertain  the  Saint  hojpttably  at  his  houie.      „.  33, 35. 

In  what  manner  the  Entertainers  are 
convinc'd,  and  whether  they  are  convinc'd 
of  this  Divine  Command^  I  cannot  fay. 
But  I  perceive  it  is  convenient  for  the  Itine- 
rants to  give  it  out  that  it  is  God's  Pleaftire 
and  Command.  Other  wife  they  would  not 
order  what  they  want  at  a  Publick-houfe^ 
and  then  tell  the  Landlord^  that  he  will  be 
K  2  damnd 
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damned  if  he  fakes  any  thing  of  them.  This 
fhall  be  prov'd,  ifrequir'd. 

As  I  have  mention'd  internal  Voices, 
perhaps  the  feveral  Impulfes  and  hnprejjions 
of  the  Methodijls  may  be  of   this  Nature. 

1  52!^^    But  that  inftance  of  "  an  old  harden'd  Sin- 

ner (given  by  Mr.  iVefley)  feems  rather  of 
the  external  kind.  "  The  Saviour  of  Sin- 
ners has  faved  me.  He  told  me  fo  on  Sun^ 
^/^j|f  morning.  And  he  faid,  I  fhould  not 
die  till  I  had  heard  his  Children  preach  his 

2  Journ.  Q^ip^i^ — ^j^^  jI^^j.  q^  <c  ^h^  Moravians,  who 

deliring  God  to  fliew  him  whether  he  {hould 
leave  his  Wife  and  Children,  immediately 
hears  a  loud  Voice  laying,  Fort,  Fort,  Fort, 
Go  on,  go  on.'' 

We  can  J7iatch  thefe  inflances  too  from 

Fopijh  Fanatics.     "  Brother  Bufamantius 

was  admonifl:ied  by  a  vehement    Impulfe, 

and    interior   Voice,  to   go    to  Giiipufcua, 

This  Voice  of  God  was   fo  efhcacious  and 

vehement  in  his  ears,  that  inftantly  he  left 

Orlandi'n  ^^^  Houfe  and  Bufinefs.  —  Gonzaga  hears  a 

p. -394.    clear  and  manifefb  Voice  from  God,  directing 

Balingh.  bim  into  the  Society  of  the  Jefuits. — A  boy, 

Aug- 13-  about  twelve  years  old,    hears  conftant  in^ 

ward  Voices  calling  him  to  PerfeSlion^  and 

Orlandin.  the  Society. — God,  fpeaking  internally  to  the 

vol.2.      Iieart  of   St.   Alexius,  told    him   that    he 

Ribade'n.  ^bould  not  touch  his  Spoufe,  but  leave  her. 

p.  484,    .r^And  he  left  his  wife  the  very  firfl  day 

of 
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of  marriage,   by  the  peculiar  warning  o/Brev. 

/->    ;  Rom. 

^^^-  Jul.  17. 

One  may  here  be  allow'd  to  ask  what 
fort  of  Voice  that  was,  which  direBed  the 
Methodiji -preacher  at  Salijbury  to  debauch 
07ie,  at  leaft,  of  his  Congregation,  to  run 
away  with  her,  and  leave  his  own  Wife. 
And  in  general,  with  refpeft  to  Extraordi- 
nary  influences  of  the  Spirit,  and  pretences 
to  Infpiration ;  whether  Mr.  Wefley  might 
not  as  well  have  been  warned,  as  offended 
by  his  friends  the  Mora^vians,  "  for  talking  4  joum, 
much  againfl:  mixing  nature  with  Grace ,?-  '°^- 
againft  Imagination,  and  concerning  the 
Animal  Spirits  mimicking  the  Power  of  the 
Holy  GhojL 

J.  27.  Should  the  preceding  Gifts  of 
Infpiration,  Revelation,  and  DireBion  fail ; 
they  have  another  way  of  knowing  the 
Divine  will,  which  is  by  carting  Lots  j  and 
particularly  by  openi?ig  the  Bible,  where  the 
frji  paffage  that  offers  itfelf  to  the  Eye  is  to 
be  their  Rule. 

The  Methodifis  probable  learned  this  De^ 
termination  by  Lot  of  the  Moravians ;  who, 
fays  Mr.  We/ley,  "  have  a  peculiar  efleem 
for  Lots  to  decide  points  of  importance  —  2  Journal, 
as  the  only  way  of  fetting  afide  their  ow?i^-  ^^' 
willy  and  clearly  knowing  what  is  the  will 
of  God. 

Sometimes 
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Sometime?  Lots  in  general  are  fpoken  of, 

without  any  fpecification  of  what  fort  or  in 

5  Journal,  what  manner.     "  What  we  were  in  doubt 

P^S-  5-     about,  after  prayer,  we  determined  by  Lot, 

fays  Mr.  Whitejietd. — I  am  come  to  know 

2  Journal, afTuredly,    fays    Mr.    Wejley,    that   where 

P-  7,  8.    Reafon  fails,  God  will  dired  our  Paths,  by 

Loir 

Reafon  certainly  may  fail  them  5  nor  do 
I  think  they  can  be  afj'ured  of  God's  Direc- 
tion by  Lot :  but  may  be  under  the  fame 
perplexity  with  their  Relation  St.  Jgnatius ; 
.  who  being  on  his  Adventures,  and  "  com- 
ing to  a  place  where  two  ways  met,  ftood 
doubting  whether  he  fhould  follow  a  Moor 
that  had  blafphem'd  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
fiab  him  ;  or  elfe  take  the  other  way  to- 
Orlandin.  wards  Montferrat,     In  this  great  perplexity 
lib.  I.  n°-}-,e  took  counfel,  which  the  fimpliclty  of  a 
MaiF.  Vit.  pious  mind  alone  could  excufe ;    namely, 
Ign.  lib.  to  lay  the  bridle  loofe  on  his  Mv.le,  and  let 
^^^'  ^'     him  go  which  way  he  would." 

But  opening  the  Bible  for  dire(^ion. 
feems  to  be  their  general  way.  Thus  Mr. 
Wejley  under  feme  doubt,  **  I  defir'd  my 
Mafier  to  anfwer  for  me,-  and  open'd  his 
2  Journal,  'Book^ — when  tempted  by  Satan,  '  All  thefe 
?•  3>»  33- ^^y3  J  fcarce  remember  to  have  open'd  the 
Tefiarnent,  but  upon  fome  great  and  pre- 
cious promife. — In  great  perplexity,  about 
being  weak  in  the  Faith ; — and  in  trouble 
and  doubt  concerning  his  own  State,   and 

whether 
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whether  he  (hould  wait  mfiknce  and  retire-  3  Jo"m- 
ment,  the  Oracle  of  God  is  confulted  twice. P'  ^'  '*' 
— Under  great  concern  for  thofe  who  were4  Journ, 
driven  about  with  jirange  Doctrines y  I  bcrP*  ^°* 
feeched  God   to   fliew  where   this   would 
end. — Whether  he  fhould  take  a  Journey- 
to  Brijiol,  and  what  would   be  the  Con- 
fequence  ;  defiring  not  to  be  accounted  Su-  3  Joum. 
perjiitiousr  P-  ^^• 

'  The  Moravians  caft  Lots,  whether  one 
over   whom   Satan    had    almofl    got  the 
maftery,  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  Z/or^'j  2  Joum. 
Table  ;  are  directed  to  admit  him."  P-  ^9- 

The  Method  of  being  directed  by  Lot^ 
hath  been  much  in  vogue  in  feveral  Ages, 
and  parts  of  the  World  ;  making  no  fmall 
fliare  of  their  Super ftition.  The  Heathens 
had  various  ways  of  doing  it :  —  as  by 
jumbling  together  loofe  Letters^  or  Wordsy 
in  an  Urny  and  making  what  Senfe  they 
could  of  fuch  as  were  taken  out  by  chance; 
—  by  dipping  into  fome  Book  of  high 
efteem,  as  Homer,  or  Virgil^  and  then  ap- 
plying to  their  purpofe  the  firfl:  pafias^e  that 
offered  itfelf,  ^c, 

Reland  tells  us,  that  among  the  Mahome-^^^-  Mo- 
tans^  the  Alcoran  is  fo  confulted  by  vvayp'^^^^/ 
oi  Lot. — And  the  fame  Cuftom  crept  in 
among  the  Chriflians^  and  efpecially  in  the 
worft  Ages,  about  the  nth  and  12th  Cen- 
turies,  by  dipping  in  the  Bible,  which  was 
called  the  Saints  Lots,  Hence,  "  St.  Irancis, 

afcer 


(    70 

after  betaking  himfelf  to  Trayer,  was  tn- 

Jpir'd  by  the  Oracle  of  God,   to  open  the 

Go/pel  i   which  being  opened  three  times, 

always   lighted  on    the  Pq//wn  of  Chrijl  i 

whereby  the  Saint  was  prepared  (as  by  a 

Bonavent.  Trophetic  wavjiing)  to  recdvQ  the  Jve  marks 

ofnform   ?/'  7^'M    exadtly  anfwering  thofe  of  his 

W."i7^"  Ma/ler,  by  the  hand  of  an  Jngei:' — 

So  a^ain,  The  fame  precious  Saint,  "  be- 
ing refolved  upon  taking  up  the  Rule  of  E- 
vangelical  TerfeBion   in  conjundiion  with 
Friar  Barnard^  goes  to  Prayers,  and  thrice 
opening  the  Gofpel  was  confirmed  in  his  pur- 
pofe,  by  luckily  hitting  on  thefe  three  paf- 
Bonavent.  fe^^, — If  thou  unit  be  perfeSi,  go  and  fell  all 
cap.  3.     — take  nothing  with  you  on  the  way  : — If  any 
Conform.  ^^^^^  ^^y^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^^^^^  himfelf 

St.  Francis,  you  fee,  managed  the  matter 
fo  well,  that  he  opened  upon  ^T^x/j  of 
Scripture  much  more  to  his  purpofe  than 
any  of  our  Methodifis  have  done. 

This  practice  has  generally  been  con- 
demn'd  by  grave  Authors  and  Councils,  as 
fuperftitious  and  unwarrantable :  And  if  the 
Methodifis  will  pretend  to  juftify  themfelves 
from  the  Example  of  Matthias,  (the  only 
inrtance  of  the  New  T^eftament,  and  that 
divinely  direded)  they  only  incur  that 
almoft  conftant  Prcfumpticn  of  fetting  them- 
ieivcs  upon  an  Equality  with  theApoJlles,  &c. 

Let  me  here  add  the  Obfervation  of  Mr. 
Church,  in  his  Farther  Remarks  on  Mr. 
7.  IVefey,   "  The  Reflexions  of  your  friend 

Mn 
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Mr.  Whitefield  on  this  occafion  were  worth 
your  obferving.  Having  mentioned  your, 
drawing  a  Lot  about  preaching  on  free 
Grace,  and  receiving  the  Anfvver  Preach 
and  Print,  he  adds,  *  I  have  often  quef- 
tioncd,  as  I  now  do,  whether  in  fo  doing 
you  did  not  tempt  the  Lord,  A  due  exer- 
cife  of  Religious  Prudence,  without  a  Lot^ 
would  have  diredied  you  in  that  Matter/ 
Afterwards  he  mentions  your  drawing  ano- 
ther Lot,  about  his  returning  to  London ; 
which  in  a  Letter  to  him  you  afterwards 
fuppofed  might  have  been  a  wrong  one. 
This  therefore  he  rightly  calls  an  imaginary 
Warrant  j  and  well  obferves,  that  the 
wrong  Lot  was  juftly  given  you,  because 
you  tempted  God  in  drawing  one," 

A  more  judicious  Sentiment  perhaps  never 
dropt  from  Mr.  Whitefield'^  pen :  and  yet 
he  may  be  taxed  with  an  inconfifiency  in 
thus  declaring  againft  what  had  been  his 
own  PraSlice,  Had  thefe  two  Lots  turn'd 
out  agreeably  to  his  own  Doctrine  and  in- 
tentions,  they  might  have  been  allow'd  to 
come  from  God,  But  as  they  were  for 
free  Grace  (not  fuiting  with  his  Cahi^ 
niflical  notions)  and  for  taking  a  journey 
he  did  not  like  ;  they  are  become  of  no 
Authority  with  him.  Which  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  condu(fl  of  Pope  Honorius  to- 
wards St.  Francis,  "  The  Saint  had  ob- 
tain'd  a  grant  from  Chrifi,  that  whoever  at 
L  any 


(    74   ) 
flny  time  fhould  enter  his  Chapel,  {hould 
have  the  Benefit  of  Plenary  Indulgence-,  or- 
dering him  however  to  go  to  his  Vicar  the 

"Pope  for  his  Confirmation. ^ 

The  Holy  Father  allows  the  order  of  Chrijl 
in  the  cafe,  but  thinks  the  GraJit  is  too 
Iar<re ;  and  accordingly  confirms  indeed  the 
Plenary  and  free  Indulgence,  but  curtails  the 
time,  and  confines  it  to  072e  fngle  Day  in  a 
year,  and  no  more."  A  flrange  inftance 
either  of  the  Tope's  inconjiftency,  or  of 
Jetting  himfelf  above  cur  Lord. 

You  have  the  Account  in  one  of  the 
Lcffons  in  their  EJlablified  Liturgy,  Brev. 
Rom.  Francifc.  Aug.  2.  and  more  fully  in 
the  Book  of  Conformities,  fol.  1^7. 

§.28.  Though  I  had  fome  Reafons  for 

referring   to  another  place   their  Ecjlacies 

and  Raptures,  Apparitions  and  Vifons  (re- 

prefentations  to  the  imagination  either  in 

Sleep,  or  in  a  'Trance-,)   yet,  as  thefe  have 

fome  pretenfion  to  a  Divine  direBion,    I 

fhall  fay  fomething  of  them  here. 

I  Dealing.     WIdit  field.     "  God  fill'd  me  with  fuch 

f-  '^'      U7jfpeakable  raptures,    particularly  once   in 

St.  Johfi's  Churchy  that  I  was  carried  out 

beyond  m.yfelf. 

Journal,        Scivard.     <    I   was    fo   fill'd   with   the 

p.  26.      Spirit,— ^ihdit  I  was  carried  beyond  myfelf, 

and 
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and  had  fuch  things  Revealed  to  me,  as  I 
never  had  before. 

JVeJIey.  '  My  Soul  was  got  up  into  3  Journal, 
the  Holy  Mount.  I  had  no  thoughts  of^'"  '9" 
coming  down  again  into  the  body*  "  The 
Lord  reveal' d  himfelf  to  her  (a  girl  of  about 
feven  years  old)  in  an  amazing  manner : 
and  for  fome  Hours  fhe  was  fo  wrapt  up  in 
his  Spirit,  that  wc  knew  not  where  fhe 
was, — finking  to  nothing  in  the  difcovery 
of  his  MajeJIy  and  Glory. — Many  fuch  in- 
flances  of  the  out-poiiring  of  the  Spirit  we 
have  among  us."  Letters. 

Tales  of  this  nature  are  fo  numerous 
among  the  Popifi  Saint Sy  efpecially  the 
Female y  that  fome  of  their  Lives  confifl  of 
little  elfe. 

Mary  of  Agreda  was  not  a  year  old,  be- 
fore fhe  had  fuch  Raptures  that  flie  funk 
down  to  the  Centre  of  her  own  nothingnefs.  Life. 
—  Magdalen  of  Pazzi's  Life  was  almoft 
one  continued  Ecfafy — And  St.  Gertrude^  Brcviar. 
who   confecrated    her   Virginity   to   Chrif^^°^^^'^^^ 
when  only  five  years  old,  was  illuminated 
by  many  Revelations  and  Vifions. 

St.  Alcantara  at  fix  years  of  age  was  foBr 
contemplative,  that  frequently  he  was  ^°"^ 
wholly  abforpt  in  God,  and  carried .  into 
Raptures. — Fie  caufed  his  Followers  to  be 
in  an  Ecfacy  at  the  Sacrament, — and  often 
enjoyed  the  Pre  fence  of  Chrifl,  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  St.  Francis,  Sec,  oa.  25 
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(    76    ) 
§.  2g.  If  you  want  any  thing  more  par- 
ticularly concerning  Apparitions  and  Vijiom  j 
OA.  25.   the  lafl;  mentioned  ^aint,  "  Alcantara,  was 
conduced  by  the  admirable  Apparition  of  a 
new  Star,  when  he  was  going  to  comfort 
St.  Terefa:'     Something  you  may  fuppofe, 
iDea'lng,  like  that  of  Mr.  Whitejield -,  "  After  a  long 
pag.  49.   filgljt  of  defertion,  the  ^tar,  which  I  had 
feen  at  a  diflance  before,  began  to  appear 
again."     And  Mr.  Seward  may  be  deemed 
Journ.      fuch  a  Vijiouary,  when   *'  though  fo  weak, 
r^S-  47-   fo  mean,  fo  vile,  fu  nothing  an  Inflrument, 
yet  furrounding  the  Throne  of  his  Dear 
fefus,    he   thought  he  faw   his  Sifters  as 
bright  Seraphims  in  the  manfions  of  blifs ; 
— with  a  refulgent  Splendor  above  the  refi 
of  the  Heavenly  Kofly 
Conform.      Juft  as  a  Francifcan  Fryar  was  feen  by  a 
°  •  ^+-    Brother  (Lining  in  glory  and  brightnefs  with 
^\^^'^^-^t.  Francis  among  Choirs  of  Angels. — Or, 
"'  ^'  ^"  as  Magdalen  of  Pazzi  faw  a  Nun,  and  other 
Gomez     ^^"^^'  which  {he  had  gained,  rai/ed  upon  a 
Flog.  ■    Throne  of  Glory :  Or,  as  feveral  Jc^/f^?Vi  were 
Jefsit.     feen  afcending  up  to  Heaven,  confpicuouily 
^* "'   '*'    diftinguifhed  by  a  Star  in  their  foreheads." 
Rom.       ^^  ^^^^  ^g^^'^  injallible  proof,  that  "  ^Z- 
Oft.  25.   cantara  was  invited  to  the  Heavenly  Mar- 
riage ^  by  all  the  iJc?/y  Trinity,  appearing  to 
him  in  the  utmofl  clearnefs  and  brightnefs; 
— and  he  died  at  the  very  hour  foretold'" 
And  we  find  in  moft  of  their  Legends,  that 
fcarce  a  Saint  died  without  previous  no- 

tice 


(  17   ) 
tice  from  above  -,  the  Meffenger  too  com- 
monly diffufing  a  light  over  all  the  room. 
Which  may   help  to  give  fome  Credit  to 
that  relation  of  Mr.  JVeJley  concerning  Pet. 
Wright.     "  In  bed,  but   broad   awake,  I  >  ]'^^t^ 
heard  one  calling   aloud,    Peter!     Peter^' ^^' 
Wright !  And  looking  up,  the  room   was 
as  bright  as  day.  And  I  fawaman  in  bright 
cloaths,  who  faid,  '  Prepare  yourlelf,  your 
end  is  nigh.'  — He  recovered  from  the  111- 
nefs  J  but  died  within  a  month." 

As  to  the  Authority  which  fuch  fort  of 
Revelations  carry,  Mr.  Wejley  fays  this ; 
"  Go^does  now  give  remiffioji  of  Sins,  and 
the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  j  and  often  3  journ. 
in  dreams  and  vtfons  of  God.''  But  after- ^""^S^  45- 
wards  he  fpeaks  more  diftriif fully  :  "I 
told  them  they  were  not  to  judge  of  the 
Spirit  bv  any  dreams,  vifwns,  or  revela- 
tions;—  which  were  of  a  doubtful  and  dif- 
putable  nature,  —  tnight  be  from  God,  and 
might  ;/<?^"  ^^-P-^^* 

This  might  be  a  caution  to  themfelves 
never  to  be  over  confident.  For  my  own 
part,  I  will  not  deny  that  fuch  DireBiom 
may  fometimes  come  from  Gcd :  but  am 
perfuaded  that  moft  of  our  late  ones  are 
the  effed:  of  imagijtation  or  dijiemper  ;  and 
fome  of  them  mere  counterfeits  and  impof 
tures.  Many,  I  know,  even  of  Popifh  En- 
ihufiafis,  have  fufpeded  worfe,  and  afcribed 

them 


(    7S    ) 
them  to  Diabolidal  delufiom.     But  mofe  of 
this  hereafter. 

^.  30.  Our  Methodip  talk  much  of 
"  the  great  work^  which  God  is  now  be- 
ginning  to  work  over   all  the  earth.     If 

I  App.   yoii  ^1^^  ^^^"  ^°^'^'  ^^y^  ^^'  ^#>'>  ^^^t 

i.  98,  gg.thc Jealous  God  would  foon  arife,  that  he 
would  pour  down  his  Spirit  from  on  high, 
and  re^ew  the  face  of  the  earthy  —  would 
you  not  defire  to  fee  that  day  ?  —  Behold, 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  come  :  he  is  again 
vifiting  and  redeeming  his  people.  —  At 
this  very  hour  the  Lord  is  rolling  away  our 
reproach." 

3journ.       Parted  with   full   convidlion,    fays  Mr. 

p.  6.  Tf^itefeld,  that  God  was  going  to  do  great 
things  among  us.  —  Oh  !  that  we  may  be 
any  way  inftriimental. 

I  am  far  from  queftionlng  the  truth  of 
that  happy  State  to  come,  having  fuch 
ftrong  Authority  from  xkv^facred  Writings, 
But  it  may  be  afked,  how  they  know  this 
prefcnt  time  to  be  the  day  of  that  great 
work ;  whether  from  Inspiration,  or  inter- 
pretation of  Frophetic  Scripture  :  —  and 
they  may  be  reminded,  that  diverfe  warm 
and  Enthiifiafiic  heads,  as  Madam  Bourig- 
non,  the  French  Prophets,  &c.  have  all 
fet  out  upon  this  pretence,  have  pronounc- 
ed it  to  be  coming  in  their   own  days,    and 

them- 
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tbemfehes    to    be  the    happy     Injiruments, 
And  how  have  they  been  deceived? 

About  the  middle  of  the  13/^  Century 
was  pubhlhed  a  Book  by  the  Mendicant 
Fryars^  called,  the  Eternal  Go/pel,  or  Gofpel 
of  the  Spirit  ^  afferting,  that  the  Rcig7i 
of  the  Spirit  was  to  commence  within  fix 
years.  The  Book  was  full  of  many  wicked 
and  blafphevmis  fancies,  which  I  lay  not  to 
the  charge  of  the  Metbodijis :  but  leave 
them  at  liberty  to  ruminate  upon  the  Cha^ 
raBcr  given  of  them  many  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Howelj  which  they  may  fee  in  the 
Title-page. 

§.31.  I  (hall  now  relieve  myfelf  and 
reader  j  referving  what  remains  for  a  fe- 
cond  Part.  I  have  already  made  fomq 
excufe  for  quoting  and  comparing  feveral 
little  and  trifling  things,  in  themfelves  too 
light  to  deferve  our  attention  j  and  am 
afraid,  that  in  the  Sequel,  a  frefh  Apology 
will  be  requilite  ;  as  I  fliall  be  obliged  to 
relate  fome  things  too  horrid  and  fiocking 
to  the  mind. 

It  will  however,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  ap- 
pear,— that  this  flew  difpe?ifation  is  a  Compo- 
fition  of  Euthuflafm^  Super jlition,  and  Im- 
pofture.  When  the  blood  and  fpirits  run 
high,  inflaming  the  brain  and  Imagination  ; 
it  is  moft  properly  Entbuflajfn  ,  which  is 
Rcligio7i  run  mad :  —  when  loiv  and  de^ 

jeBed, 
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je£ied,  caufing  groundlefs  terrors,  or  the 
placing  the  great  Duty  of  Man  in  little  Ob- 
fervances,  'tis  Superjiition -,  which  is  Re- 
ligion feared  out  of  itsfenfes :  —  when  any 
fraudulent  dealings  are  made  ufe  of,  and 
any  wrong  projects  carried  on  under  the 
maiTc  of  piety  j  'tis  Impojiure,  and  may  be 
termed  Religion  turned  Hypocrite. 

Should  any  thing  I  can  offer  make  fome 
improvement  of  aferious  and  fiber  fenfe  of 
true  Religion  among  us,  free  from  Entbu- 
fiafiic  Delufions,  with  regard  both  to  Faith 
and  good  Works,  it  will  be  fufficient  fatis- 
facftion :  And  the  benefit  will  be  doubled^ 
if  by  means  of  the  Comparifon  with  Popery y 
a  juft  deteftation  of  that  wicked  Communion 
be  frefervedy  and  efpecially  if  encreafed. 


The  END  of  the  First  PART, 
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PART       II. 


Vanity  or '  Self  Conceit  is  anotler  Circumjiance  that  for  the  mofl  Part  prevails 
in  the  CbaraEler  of  an  Enthufiaft.  It  kadi  Mm  of  a  warm  Temper,  and 
Religioui  Turn^  to  think  thimfelvcs  xvorthy  of  the  /fecial  Regard,  and  extraor- 
dinary Favours  of  God;  and  the  Breath  of  that  Infpiration  to  which  they  pre- 
tend it  often  no  more  than  the  Wind  of  this  Vanity,  ithich  pufFs  tbem  up  tg 
Jucb  Extravagant  Imaginations.  This  frong/y  appears  in  the  Writings  and 
Lives  »f  f*me  Enthufiaftical  Heretics,  in  the  Myftics  both  Antient  and  Modern, 
in  many  Founders  of  Orders,  and  Saints,  both  Male  and  Female,  among  tht 
Papifts,  in  federal  Proteftant  Seaaries  of  the  to.fi  Age,  and  etien  in  fome  tf  the 
Methodifts  now.  All  the  Divine  Communications,  Illuminations,  and  Ecftacies, 
to  which  they  pretended,  evidently  fprung  fnm  much  Self- Conceit,  working 
together  with  the  Vapours  of  Melancholy  upon  a  warm  Imagination,  &c. 
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PREFACE. 

To  the  Reverend 

Mr  JVHirEFIELD. 


SIR, 

LEST  you  fhould  complain  of  be- 
ing flighted,  or  feel  a  Difap- 
pointment,  I  hereby  acknow- 
ledge the  Receipt  and  Favour 
of  your  Letter 'y  confifting  of  Remarks  ojt 
my  Comparifon,  and  a  CoJifeJJion  of  your  own 
Miftakes.  'Tis  a  Favour ;  becaufe  you  have 
been  fo  very  harmlefs  v^ith  Regard  to  me, 
and  have  Anfwered  no  Body  but  yourfelf. 
I  fhall  pafs  my  Judgment  upon  your  Per- 
formance  with  my  ufual  Franknefs,  and 
without  any  Degree  oi  fuljmc  Flattery, 

A  Your 
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Your  firil  ObjeSfion  is  to  my  Manner  of 
Page  6.  Writing;  that  "  If  lam  a  Clergyman,  the 
whole  Strain  of  my  Performance  dij covers  2. 
Levity  unbecoming  my  Charader."  And 
here  I  am  afraid  you  have  the  Advantage ; 
as  writing  with  a  Levity  quite  becoming  your 
CharaBcry  i.  e.  with  that  Sort  of  Levity^ 
which  confifts  in  a  Privation  of  Weight ; 
and  exempHfies  (to  ufe  your  own  Expref- 
fion)  'what  Feathers  ive  all  a?^e.  Nor  could 
you  have  been  more  light  and  infignificant, 
unlefs  your  Name  had  been  Ferronet. 

As  to  the  Force  of  the  Objection  of  ridi- 
culous ajid  irreligious  Banter-,  —  I  read  that 
one  of  Bipop  Stillingjieet\  Popifi  An- 
tagonijh  called  him  *'  a  T'heological  Buffoon, 
impioufly  and  profanely  employing  his  Wit 
in  deriding  and  blafpheming  the  Saints'* 
And  yet,  fuch  is  my  Modejiy,  and  humble 
Imitation  of  your  Humility,  I  defire  to  fuc- 
ceed  no  better  againft  Methodifm  than  he 
did  againft  Popery. — But  here,  it  feems,  I 
Ij^lj^  am  greatly  miftaken.  For,  "  By  irreligious 
Banter,  I  have  unhappily  fixed  upon  a  mofi 
improbable  and  ineffeBual  Remedy  for  re- 
covering the  Methodifts  out  of  their  Extra- 
vagant Freaks."  If  fo,  why  are  you  fo 
pettiOi?  Why  fo  wrathful  ?  I  might  rather 
exped  an  Addrefs  of  ThanJzs  from  White- 
field  and  Company. 

But,  to  compound  the  Matter  with  you 
by  a  plain  Truth,  my  Manner  of  writing 

(whether 
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(whether  with  Levity^  or  Gravity)  affe<Sls 
not  in  the  leaft  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe. 
The  Efitluifiaffnxs  ^X2,Ci\y  the,  fa?ney  neither 
more  nor  lefs,  better  or  worfe.     The  only 
^ejiion  to  the  Purpofe  is,  whether  I  have 
made  my  Rotations  jujily  and  fairly  ?  Let 
this  htfiippofedj  'till  'tis  dtjproved.  —  Some- 
thing however  more  ferious,  horrible,  and 
fiockingy  will  appear  toward  the  End  of 
this    Second  Part,    and    efpecially    in   the 
Third ;    where  the  Nature  of  the  Subje5i 
will  be  apt  to  raife  Abhorrence  and  Indig- 
natio7i  rather  than  Laughter.     For,  con- 
trary to  my  Intention,  I  am  forced  upon 
a  'third  Part  -,     your    Knthufiaftm  are  fo 
many.     Nor  had  I  exactly  enough  com- 
puted the  Number,  or  confidered  the  Vir^ 
tues,  of  your  Confecrated  Beads. 

Before  you  Attack  my  Comparifon  in 
Form,  I  find  you  nibbling  at  my  T^itle- 
Page :  In  one  Place,  "  'T\s  not  refrained?, 
efiough  to  Anfwer  my  Principal  Defgn  :'* 
In  another  Place,  "  'tis  too  much  reftrained;  5. 
you  would  have  me  make  an  Addition  to  it, 
and  let  it  run  thus.  The  Enthufiafm  and  Im^ 
pofture,  Sec."  I  ftand  corrected,  and  have 
no  Objeftion  to  your  Atnendment.  Con- 
fider  however,  that  before  you  meddled 
with  my  T^itle-Page,  you  fhould  have  con- 
fulted  your  Gratnmar^  and  made  Senfe  of 
your  own, 

A  2  But 
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But  I  fhall  not  fo  eafily  give  up  my 
Parallel  of  the  Montanifts.  I  find  it  flicks 
too  clofe,  is  pinching,  and  makes  you 
wriggle.  You  want  fadly  to  get  rid  oi 
it;    for  which  you  affign   fome   doughty 

p.  I.  Reafons.  "  Tou  omit,  you  fay,  making 
any  Reply  to  my  Account  of  the  Montanifts^ 
becaufe  'tis  quite  foreign  to  my  Title-Page^ 
and  alfo  to  my  Principal  Dejign-"  that  of 
Comparing  you  with  Papifts.  You  know 
that  I  introduced  the  Montanifts,  to  fhew 
that  the  Spirit  of  Enthuftafm  is  always  the 
Jatne.  And  though  the  Montanifts  were  no 
Papifts,  they  were  Heretics,  full  of  Im- 
poftures  and  Impieties-,  in  a  Word,  the 
Methodifts  of  their  Times.  And  why 
fliould  you  turn  away  your  Face  from  your 
oiLm  Likenefsf But  you  have  another 

Ibid.  Reafon;  "  The  Account  i?/' /i^d- Montanifts 
being  not  founded  on  Writings  of  their  own  j 
and  fo  at  the  heft  very  Precarious." 
Did  I  fay,  the  Account  was  not  founded 
on  their  own  Writings  ?  Did  I  not 
exprefily  fay,  that  our  Accounts  and 
ExtraSis  of  their  own  Writings  were  col- 
leded  from  the  beft  Hiftorians  of  thofe 
Times  ?  And  fuppofmg  they  had  7iot  been 
founded  on  their  own  Writings ;  muft  they 
therefore  of  Courfe  be  Precarious  ?  Doth 
710  Hiftory  deferve  Credit,  but  what  was 
written  by  the  Adiors^  What  then  be- 
comes of  the  Faith  of  almoft  all  Hiftory  ? 
And  is  every  Thing  right  and  true  which 

Men 
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Men  write  concerning  Themfehes?  Well 
then!  Tour  Accounts^  'Journals^  &c.  are 
wrote  by  your  Faithful  Self:  Therefore 
not  precarious  and  uncertain.  But  yet, 
you  now  own  you  have  written  Things 
worfe  than  Precarious-,  Things  abfolutely 
and  cofifejfedly  falfe.  And  had  you  died, 
and  the  Myjiic  Dove  fled  away  to  Heaven^ 
before  your  Recantation-,  thefe  Falfities 
muft  have  pafTed  upon  the  World  for  In- 
fallible Truths,  Revealed  from  above. 

In  the  fame  Page  you  catch  me  tripping, 
and  even  falling  into  an  Incoiifijlency .  I 
had  charitably  fuppofed,  that  the  Methodifls 
might  perhaps  fet  out  from  real  Motives 
of  jincere  Piety,  adding  afterwards,  "  their  P.  9. 
fetting  out  with  warm  Pretences  to  Re- 
formation" Your  Remark  is,  "  If  by 
Pretence  I  mean  a  mere  Hypocritical  Pre- 
tence, I  am  then  guilty  of  a  Self-Contra- 
di(5tion."  But  may  not  your  Motives  be 
Jincere  j  and  yet  your  Pretences  to  Reforjna- 
tion  be  idle,  and  vain,  and  abfurd'^  (For 
I  did  not  fay  Hypocritical.)  And  is  not 
the  World  fully  fenfible  what  Sort  of  Re- 
formation has  always  been  the  Aim  of  En- 
thufajls?  As  to  your  ^eftion,  how  can 
Pretence  and  Reality  be  reconciled'^  We  are 
agreed :  My  whole  Comparifon  has  proved 
they  cannot ;  zndiyoiir  Recantation  has  con- 
firmed it. 

But  I  am  like  to  be  in  a  worfe  Condition :  p.  10: 
f  ♦  having  faid  what  I  can't  prove,  and  con- 

fejedly 
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feffedh  exceeded  the  Bounds  of  Truth r  And 
how  lb  ?  Why  it  feems  I  have  faid  that 
"  the  Methodifts  bega7i  their  Adventures 
\w\\h  Field-Preaching 'y  and  yet  quite  the 
Contrary  is  notorious  from  my  own  Words, 
Jfter  the  Methodijh  had  traduced  the 
Clero-y  in  their  own  Churches  and  PuJpits,^ 
they^t  about  this  pious  Work  of  Defama- 
tion more  heartily  in  the  Fields.  Here,  you 
fay,  my  Parallel  fails  at  frjl  fetting  out^ 
my f elf  being  Judge  T 

And  was  I  not,  my  good  Friend,  kind 
and  candid  in  not  reckoning  your  Pulpit-- 
Abujes  among  your  ninld  and  extravagant 
Adventures 'y  in  not  laying  the  Adventures 
to  your  Charge,  'till  you  broke  into  Open 
Irregularities  by  inviting  a  Rabble  into  the 
Fields  ^^  And  was  I  not  right  in  dating 
the  Cotmnencement  of  your  Adve?itures  from 
P.  13, 15. that  Time?  You  fay.  No.  "  That  in 
Reality  the  Methodijl  Adventures  were  be^ 
gun  in  the  Church,  before  you  took  the  Field." 
Be  it  fo.  But  this  is  your  own  frank  Coji- 
fefjion ;  and  no  Part  of  my  Charge. 

Do  you  think  the  PopijJo  Field-Preachers 
did  not  firft  learn  their  Lejfon,  took  no 
previous  Steps,  made  no  Provifwn,  before 
they  fet  out  upon  their  Expeditions  f  Read 
their  Lege?ids,  and  be  convinced.  Read 
but  the  Beginning  of  the  Hiftory  of  that 
Remiimed  Knight-Errant  Don  ^lixote,  (a 
good  Catholic  too)  and  you  will  find,  how 
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**  he  prepared  himfelf  by  reading  Booh  of 
Cbivalryy  for  which  he  had  an  Extravagant 
Fondnefs  j  filled  his  Head  with  wild  Pro- 
jeBsj  which  turned  his  Brain ;  had  fre- 
quent Difptites  with  his  Pa?-iJJj-PrieJi', 
furbifhcd  up  his  Armour^  and  buckled  it 
on:  —  All  this,  bejore  he  a.6:ua\\y  /allied 
forth  upon  his  Adventures,  in  order  to  re- 
drefs  all  Grievances,  and  corred;  all  Ex- 
orbitances: beforeh^  defperately  encountred 
the  Wif7d?}jiU\  or  combated  the  Devils  m 
the  Shape  of  Cats-,  or  (as  Sancho  brags) 
lodged  at  the  Inns,  all  at  Difcretion,  and 
the  D — 1  a  Farthing  to  pay." 

And  now,  Sir,  how  have  I  been  guilty 
of  an  Untruth ;  or  how  doth  my  Parallel 
fail,  myfelf  being  Judge  ?  The  Fa5i  you 
own,  both  of  Popijh  and  Methodijlical 
Field'Preaching'y  you  glory  in  it.  And  of 
what  Moment  is  the  precife  Time  of  the 
Commencement  of  your  Adventures  ?  What 
have  you  gained'^  Unlefs  it  be  throwing 
DufI:  into  the  Air,  to  blind  the  Eyes  of 
your  Followers;  or  maintaining  your 
Right  to  a  Litigious  and  Cavilling  Humour. 

"  Tou  thank  me  for  informing  you,  ihat^,^^, 
Field-Preaching  was  formerly  praBifed  i?i 
this  Nation :  you  are  glad  it  was  fo  ;  and 
immediately  ajk.  Why  thenfuch  a  Noife  about 
it  now."  This  Pradice,  Sir,  occafioned 
an  AB,  or  ABs,  againft  Field-Preaching, 
(and  I  conceive  not  yet  formally,  or  vir- 
tually. 


tually,  Repealed)  becaufe  fuch  Meetings 
were  EnthufmfiicaU  Seditious,  and  Mtf- 
chievous.  You  indeed  are  glad  of  this  : 
but  it  affords  fufficient  Reafo?i  for  making 
feme  Noife  about  it  noiv.  Obferve  only  the 
Weight  and  Tendency  of  your  Argument: 
The  Dominicans,  Jefuits,  Francijcans,  &c. 
did  formerly,  in  a  Wild,  Fanatical  and  Ir- 
rcgidar  Manner,  employ  their  Talents  in 
corrupting  and  deceiving  Mankind  with 
vn2inyfalje,  frandalous,  and  ^wicked  'Te7tets, 
to  the  prodigious  Injury  of  the  Public  and 
'True  Religion:  This  Havock  they  made 
of  C/ivVand  ReligiousTxnih.  and  Happinefs, 
under  the  Majk  of  Sandlity  j  by  Blafphe- 
mous  Pretenfions  and  Claims  to  Injpiration, 
Divine  Calls  and  DireBions^  and  Variety 
of  other  Frauds.  Why  then  fuch  a  Noife 
about  them  7ioiv?  Or  what  Occafion  of 
any  Oppofition  to  thofe,  who  are  now  Re~ 
'Diving  the  Method,  and  are  compaffing  the 
fame  End  by  the  fame  Means  f  Thus  Potent 
is  your  Way  of  Reafo?nng :  and  fo  effeBually 
you  get  clear  of  thefe  unlucky  Papijis. 

As  to  "  fo?ne  Degrees  of  Vanity,  unob- 
fcrved  Vanity,  which  you  fay  you  cannot  now 
remember  -"  have  but  a  little  Patience,  and 
your  Memory  will  foon  be  refreflied. 

In  Defence  of  your  Condud,  you  afk, 
*'  Can  you  recoiled  no  earlier,  or  more 
*'  unexceptionable  Field-Preachers  than  the 
" .  Papijts^  What  think  you  of  ^efus  Chrifi, 

"  and 
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"  and  his  Apojlks?  Were  they  not  Field- 
"  Preachers  ?"  And  will  you  never  leave 
ofF  your  inexcujabk  Pride  in  comparing 
yourielf  to  Chri%  and  his  Apojiles  f  V/ill 
you  ftiil  perlift  in  this  Prefamptuous  Sift  ? 
Will  you  do  it  again  and  again  in  this  very 
Pa?nphlet,  wherein  you  have  fadly  bewailed 
your  Speaking  in  a  Stile  too  JpopUcalf  You 
i^ve  owned  your  Pretences  to  Infpiration, 
and  fpeaking  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  be 
Falfe  :  and  if  you  own  their  Infpiraiion  and 
Divine  Miffion  to  be  True ,  your  Com- 
parifon  fails  in  the  moft  Efential  Poifit. 
You  have  but  Two  Ways  of  making  your 
Parallel  fland  j  and  you  may  take  your 
Choice.  You  muft  prove,  either  that  you 
are  Infpired  and  Commijfioned from  on  High, 
like  Chrifi  and  his  Apojiles  s  -—  or  that  They 
were  fuch  Enthufiafs  as  yourfelf. 

Your  Attempt  to  wipe  off  the  Black  Art?.  15,  i8,' 
of  Calumny,  and  even  to  retort  it  upon 
myfelf  is  really  a  Mafter-piece.  "  You  ow)n 
your  Speaking  againft  the  Clergy  was  not 
in  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  or  with  the  like 
Divine  Authority  j  and  that  there  was  too 
much  Severity  in  yom  firji  Zeal.  All  there- 
fore you  would  infer  is  this,  that  what 
fome  may  term  Gall  of  Bitternefs  and  black 
Art  of  Calumny,  may  be  Nothing  but  an 
HGneji  Teftimony  againfl  the  Corruptions  of 
a  Degenerate  Church.  And  you  juftify 
vour  Zeal  by  the  Examples  0/' John  Baptijl 
Q  and 
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and  St  Stephen,  who  called  the  impenitent 
and  hardened  Jews,  A  Generation  of  Vipers, 
jYiff-neckcd,  and  iincircumcifed  in  Heart  and 
Ears,  always  refifting  the  ^Holy  Ghoji  :  —  of 
our  Saviour,  denouncing  no  lefs  than  Thir- 
teen  Woes  againft  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  : 

of  Ifaiah  and  Jeremiah,  condemning  the 

wicked  Men  of  thoje  Days. 

Truely,  Sir,  you  have  much  mended  the 
Matter  j  and  drawn  a  mofl  Condufive  Li- 
fer ence,  from  your  Confejjion  of  not  fpeak- 
ing  againft  the  Clergy  with  a  Chrifi-like  or 
Apojlolical  Spirit, — of  too  much  Severity  in 
your  Zeal  ;  and  when  you  fay  "  The 
Methodi/ls  for  fome  Time  have  laid  doiam 
a  Trade,  which  I  am  taking  up. 

And  how  am  I  taking  up  this  Trade  of 
?.\7,\^.  Calumny  t  To  prove  this,    "  You  gather 
fome  of  my  Flowers  on  this  Occafion ; — ■ 
This  Dangerous  and  Prefumptuous  SeB  — 
Strolling  Predicants  — Itinerant  Enthufiafts 
—  Methodijiical  Enthufiaftsy      To  which 
I  anfwer-j  If  this  be  Calumny,  it  comes  out 
of  your  own  Mouth :  you  have  conj'cjfed,  or 
hoajied  of,  every  Word  and  Syllable  of  it. 
P-3'.33,  —  ^^^^  ^^^ve  Confejfcd  "  mingling  Wild- 
35-  F/Vf  with  your  Zeal :    to  groundlefs  Pre- 

tences to  Injpiration,  to  impofmg  your  own 
Spirit  upon  the  World  inftead  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  (the  very  EJence  of  Entbujiajm) 
yow  plead  guilty  :  Prefufjjption  among  fome 
of  your  Scd   you  ?'eadily  gra7it :  —  And 

you 
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you  <^o^7/^  of  i£;^Wtr/;;^  into  feveral  Parts  of  the  p.  i^-,,  ^j. 

World,  2iS>  z  Preacher :  Yovl  glory  in  taking 

the  Field."     And  now  I  readily  agree,  that 

"  thefe  Flowers  (growing  in  your  own  Gar-  p.  is. 

den)  are  not  of  a  very  Scriptural  Sce?2t." 

But  you  aflc,  "  why  mult  I  di/inri?  the'P.  i8, 19. 
Dead,  rake  into  their  very  AJljes,  and  call 
up  Mr  Seward'^  Ghoji  in  order  to  terrify 
the  Reader  r"  If  this  be  fuch  a  terrible 
Crime^  who  has  done  it  more  than  the 
Methodijls  f  Who  more  than  yomfelf^  You 
have  treated  the  Author  of  the  whole  Duty 
of  Man,  and  Archbifliop  Tillotfon,  in  a 
mofl  Scurrilous  Manner :  in  this  very 
Famphlet  you  have  raked  into  the  Ajl:es  of 
Luther,  Cahin,  Zuinglius,  Cranmer,  Rid- 
ley, and  Hooper ;  nay  of  Paid  and  Bar-  P.  45. 
nab  as -J  and  have  freely  cenfured  their 
Faults.  You  urge,  **  that  Flowers  enough  P.  18. 
might  have  been  gathered  out  of  Mr  Wef- 
ley's  Journals  and  your  s  :  and  I  might  let 
your  dear  warm  Frie?id,  your  Felkw- 
^ra'veller  Seward,  lie  undifturbed.  What 
hath  he  done  ?"  I  doubt.  Sir,  your  have 
been  dabbling  in  a  Play,  and  learned  your 
Reafoning  from  the  Facetious  Knight-, 
"  No,  my  good  Lord,  banifli  Peto,  banifh 
"  Bardolph,  banifli  Poins ;  but  for  fweet 
''  Jack  Falflaff,  kind  fack  Falftaf,  true 
"  Jack  Faljlaff,  valiant  Jack  Faljlaff\^ 
"  banifli  not  him" 

as  In 
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In  plain  Truth,  (for  I  beg  Pardon  for 
raHily  touching  upon  a  Play)  Mr  Seward 
Publiihed  a  Journal  full  of  Calumny,  En- 
thuftafm,  dangerous  and  prefumptiwus  Tenets, 
ftiil  working  warmly  in  the  Methodijis : 
but  he  muifnot  be  touched,  becaufe  he  is 
dead.  And  your  Ride  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged a  very  Expedient  one.  For  then,  had 
your  good  Self  dkd  before  your  Recantation, 
all  your  Confejjed  Falfities  and  Impofiures 
mufc  have  palled  for  Sacred  T!ruths,  with- 
out any  Examination  or  ContradiBion.  T^hen 
no  Antient  Heretic,  no  Infidel,  no  Enthu- 
fmfi,  no  Broacher  of  the  moft  wicked  Doc- 
^trines,  could  ever  be  called  in  ^eftion. 
And  (to  the  great  Comfort  of  your  Heart) 
then  the  Fanatical  wandering  Ghofis  of  St 
Francis  and  Ignatius  had  not  been  called  up, 
to  /?/z^;i/-  aiid  ftare  you  in  the  Face.  To 
make  you  as  eafy  as  I  can  j — Seeing  I  fhall 
have  Occafion  to  call  up  the  fame  Ghofis 
again ;  I  give  you  previous  Notice,  that 
you  may  not  ht frighted. 

In  the  mean  Time  you  don't  confider 
what  a  Fright  you  have  put  me  into.  For, 
befides  "  leaving  me  to  Mr  Wefieys  Cor- 
re^ion,"  you  bolt  out  fuddenly  with 
P.  3°-  "  Something  SO  Extraordinary  in  my 
17th  SeSiion,  that  it  calls  for  a  Re?nark." 
\o\ifiartle  me ;  you  put  me  in  a  Panic. 
But  I  muft  iland  the  Shock.  —  Out  it 
comes,  that  "  I  have  called  Infiantaneous 

Converfion 
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Converfion  a  Fanatical  Peculiarity  "  Is  this 
your  Something  SO  Extraordinary?  I  fup- 
pofe  7iot.  It  muft  lie  in  your  following 
Re^nark ;  "  I  prcfwne  Inftantaneous  Rege- 
"  neration  mufh  be  a  Fanatical  Peculiari- 
"  ty  alfo.  What  then  becomes  of  that 
"  biajia  of  the  prefent  Age,  Baptijmal 
*'  Regeneration  J  which  muft  be  Injiantane- 
*'  oiisr  By  this  Time  I  begin  to  recover 
my  Senfes,  and  be  able  to  f peak,  Tou,  Mr 
Whitejield,  may  be  as  Prejhnptuons  as  you 
pleafe :  I  prejumed  not  to  fay  any  fuch 
Thing  :  I  neither  mentioned,  nor  thought 
of,  Baptifmal  Regeneration.  But  IF  I 
had  J  Oh  !  how  you  would  chaftife  me  ? — 
I  anfwer  very  Laconically,  I  F. — Moreover 
I  ajk  you,  why  you  will  talk  at  this  idle, 
and  even  ivicked  Manner  ?  What  St  Paid  Titus, 
exprefllly  calls  the  Wafiing,  o\:  Laver,  of'''  3- 
Regeneration,  you  profanely  Chrijien  by  the 
Ueathenifi  Name  of  Biana.  "  Baptifmal 
Regeneration  is  the  Biana  of  the  prefent 
Age."  Take  again  therefore  your  own 
Words,  Pretty  Language  this.  Sir  t ^  Such  p.  15. 
as  ought  once  more  to  bring  you  to 
your  Penitentiah,  and  extort  another  Alas ! 
Alas ! 

Again,  you  charge  me  v/ith  "  calling  p.  31. 
Ajjurances  of  Sakation  another  Prefu?nptu- 
oils  Imagination."      I  did   fo.      And   you 
return  to  your  old   prevaricating  Trick  of 
making  me  fay,  what  I  did  not  fay  ;  and 

changing 
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chajiging  the  T^erm  by  flipping  in  the  Word 
Faith  inftead  of  Salvation,  )'ou  immediate- 
ly allc,  "  Is  AlTurance  of  Faith  then,  in 
*'  your  Opinion,  a  Prefiwiptiwus.  Imagina^ 
*'  ticn  r*  Whence  you  run  on  Arguing^ 
— as  ivifeh  as  you  did  before. 

As  I  have  chiefly  confulted  your  Jour^ 

p.  33, 34.  nah,  you  tell  me,  "  that  in  this  I  have  ad:ed 

ivifeh  enough    for  my  Purpofe,  but  not 

canaidly ;   fince  there  were  Later  Writings 

of  your's,  which  might  as  eafily  have  been 

procured."     Indeed,  Sir,  I  did  not  care  to 

lofe  fo  much  T^ime.      Nor  probably  would 

your  Later  Writings   turn  out  much    to 

your  Advantage.     But  fuppofmg  the  beft, 

mind  the  Prettinefs  of  your  Argument : — . 

It  was  the  Comparers  Purpofe  to  difcover 

Mr  Whitefield's  Enthufafms  j  and  therefore 

he  ought   not  to   look  for  them  where 

they  ivere  to  be  found,  but  where  they  were 

not. 

So  much  for  your  acute  and  judicious 

Remarks.  Let  us  proceed  to  your  Confejfion, 

p.  5.        and  Recantation.     For  *'  undeferving  as  my 

'Pamphlet  was,  it  has  ferved  a  good  Purpofe, 

and  been  the  Mea7is  of  your  re^ifying  Some 

Miftakes:'     And  you  have  kindly  given  us 

a  Lick  of  the  "  Honey  that  came  out  of  the 

Eater."  -^ 

After  you  have  reBifed  your  Mi/lakes, 

P-  34.      and  Co?fefed  them,  you  fay  indeed,  "  that 

this 
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this  was  not  extorted  from  you  by  jny 
Pamphlet :"  Which  a  Captious  Perfon 
might  take  for  a  Sort  of  Self-ContradiBion, 
But  I  regard  not  that ;  feeing  either  Way 
the  fame  good  Furpofe  is  ferv^ed. 

Accordingly,  a  Regard  to  the  Common 
Benefit  inclines  me  to  enumerate  your  Re- 
traced Miftakes-j  and  Conwion  yufiice  to 
acknowledge  a  great  Appearance  of  your 
Ingenuous  and  Sincere  Mind,  and  Conduct. 

"  You  confefs  too  much  Severity  in  your  p  ^^ 
"  firft  Zeal,  by  far  too  much  againft  Arch- 
"  h'lihop  Tillotjbn  : — Young  awakened  Per-  p.  22, 34. 
"  fons  are  apt  to  run  into  Extremesy  which 
"  fall  off  when  they  have  received  the 
"  Spirit  of  Adoption  ; — your  ^Journals  were 
"  fome  of  your  moft  early  Performances, 
*'  in  the  very  Heights  of  your  firfl  Popu- 
*'  larity  ;  which  is  apt  to  make  \\\tfiro?igefi 
"  Head  run  giddy ^  and  do  Things,  which 
"  After  -  Experience  and  7'iper  Judgment 
"  teach  them  to  correal  and  amend. — You  p.  27. 
"  retradl  with  all  your  Heart  your  having 
"  defired  or  prayed  for  Ill-Ufage,  Perfe- 
*'  cution^  Martyrdom^  Deaths  &c.  as  pro- 
*'  ceeding  from  an  Irregidar^  though  "VDell- 
"  meant y  Zeal;  now  finding  yourfelf  no 
*'  Ways  fo  difpofed. — As  to  the  Dodtrine  of  P.  32. 
"  AfurajiceSy  you  readily  grant  that  fome 
*'  of  the  Methodifis  who  really  had  not  this 
"  AJfurance^  have  Prefumptuoufiy  imagined 
"  they  had  it ;   there  being  Coimterfeit  as 

"  well 
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"  well  as  Current  CwV^.— You  confefs,  you 
'<  were  followed  with  the  Hofannas  of  the 
"  Multitude;  and  your  too  ftrong  Ex- 
"  prellions  concerning  Abjolute  Reproba- 
cc  //o/zj— -and  your  expofing  your  Friend 

P  "Mr  Wejley: — that  in   the  ColleBion  of 

'  ^^"      "  Letters  (written  by  the  Methodifis)  many 

"  Things  were  wry  Exceptionable ;  which 

"  therefore  have  been  SuppreJJ'ed  for  fome 

"  Years : that  you  don't  now  approve  of 

"  making  a  Lottery  of  the  Scriptures:  — 

P.  40,41."  that  your  Miftakes  and  Blunders  have 
"  been  frequent ;  and  when  you  are  made 
"  JenpMe  of  any  more,  they  fhall  be  pub- 
*'  lickly  acknowledged  and  retraced : — that 
*'  when  you  carried  high  Sail,  running 
"  through  a  whole  Torrent  of  Popularity 
"  and  Contempt y  you  have  been  in  Danger 

P.  42.  «  of  overfetti?ig  :  —  that  you  mentioned 
"  Divine  Communications  with  fome  De- 

P-  43-  "  g''^^^  ^^  r^;z//y :  Something  of  our  Q%m 
"  Imagination  may  pojibly  be  blended  with 
«  Mctkodifm-y  nay,  that  I?nagi?2ation  has 
"  w/^£'^  itfelf  with  the  Work  <:^«««?/  ^^ 

P.  45-  "  diuicd: — You  confefs  many  Offejiccs  and 
"  Divijions  among  yourfelves,  and  own  it 
"  muft  needs  be  that  fuch  Offences  come." 
—  Laftly,  when  I  charged "  the  M^//W^-f 
with  flealing  the  Sacred  Fire  from  Heaven, 
by  bold  PretePiCcs  to  Revelatio?2S,  Infpira- 
tionsy  &c.  and  afked  where  will  thefe  bold 
Enthifajlsjhp?    (Compar.  p.  48.)    your 

Reply 
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Reply  is,  "  I  anfwer  for  one,  even  here, 
"  Sir.  And  I  will  freely  and  readily  ac- 
"  k?iowledge,  that  you  and  others  have  had 
"  too  much  Occafion  for  RefeBion,  by 
"  feveral  Things  that  have  been  unwarily 
"  dropped  up  and  down  in  my  fournahy 

Remember  then,  that  by  flopping  here 
you  give  up  the  reniaitiing  Parts,  and  plead 
guihy  to  the  moft  Capital  Articles  of  my 
Charge  ;  which  were,  "  Divine  Prefences, 
particularly  Chrift  vijible  in  the  Sacrament, 
fitting  at  the  Head  of  the  T!able,  and  talk- 
ing  to  Mr  Wlntefield\ — familiar  Communi- 
cations, and  amorous  Convcrjations  with  God ; 
— Extraordinaj-y  Revelations,  Infpiration; 
Special  DireBions,  Mijfions,  and  Calls ; 
Ecftacies  and  Vifions,  &c." 

I  would  now  proceed  to  your  famous 
Feniteniial  Letter  of  RetraBations :  but 
defire  firfh  to  make  a  few  Obfervations  up- 
on the  above  Confefjions. 

As  to  thofe  Extremes  common  in  your 
young  Perfons,  and  falling  off  when  they 
receive  the  Spirit  of  Adoption ;  pray  ac- 
quaint us  with  the  precife  Time  of  your  own 
receiving  it,  that  we  may  be  certified  when 
you  got  clear  of  all  fuch  Extremes,  and 
attained  a  fujl  Medium. 

When  you  make  Excufes  for  your 
groundlefs  Pretences  to  Infpiration,  a  Di- 
vine CommiJ/ion,  &c.  on  Account  of  your 
moft  early  Days,  and  in  the  Height  of  your 
b  firfl- 
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firft  Popularity,  when  your  Head  was 
giddy,  you  hereby  confcfs,  that  you  was 
mofl  Popular,  when  you  was  the  greateji 
Liar ;  beft  loved  and  admired,  when  you 
feduced  the  Multitude  by  Cheat  and  Im- 
pofture.  And  what  a  /;z^  Compliment  is 
this  to  your  Followers  Vnderfianding,  and 
your  o'z^;;^  Integrity^  What  Pbo/i  have 
you  made  of  the7?i^  and  what  a  iG^ —  of 
yourfelf? 

When  you  received  the  Hofamtds  of  the 
Mtdtitude,  I  really  thought  it  an  Error  of 
the  Prefs  for  Huzzas.     But  you  confefs 
P.  38.      that   "  Hofaiina   was   your    own   Word : 
ivrong  and  unguarded,  but  not  intended  to 
convey  a  Profane  Idea'.'     Wrong  and  un- 
guarded !  What  a  te?ider  Expreflion  of  this 
great  Offence  ?  And  how  poflibly   could 
your  own  Mind  abftraft  from  Profanejiefs 
1— an  Application  to  yourfelf  of  the  Divifie 
Honour  paid  to  the  Adorable  Redeemer  of 
Mankind  ?    the  Word   indeed   hath   for- 
merly been  ufed  in  Acclamations  to  fome 
outrageous   Enthufiajls.     And    particularly. 
Sir  Jatnes  Ware  (Hunting  of  the  Romlp 
Fox,    P.   229 — )   relates  of  "  one   Anth. 
Nugent,  a  Popip  Priejl,  that  he  was  one 
of  James   Naylors    Difciples,    and   went 
before  him  through  the  Streets  of  Bri/loly 
crying  out  HoJa?ma."  I  prefume  you  again 
^'  tha?ik  me  for  acquainting  you  with  thefe 

former 
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former  Lijlances,  and  are  glad  they  were 
pradifed  in  our  Nation  feveral  Years  ago."    • 

Whereas  you  was  in  Danger  of  over^ 
fettuig  from  a  Torrent  of  Popularity  and 
Contempt',  — I  congratulate  you  on  your 
prefent  lefi  dangerous  Situation  :  your  Fopu- 
larky  is  pretty  well  over  ;  for  the  other—' 
you  muft  take  your  Chance. 

Whereas  you  fay,  "  The  Offences  and 
Divifions  among  yourfelves  were  about 
fome  Non-EJfentials  •" — Is  this  the  Truth  ^ 
And  will  you  Jland  to  your  Words  ?  Can 
differing  about  Non-EJI'e?2tiah  be  reconciled 
to  your  accufing  each  other  of  preaching 
Damnable  and  Ejfentially-Erroneous  Doc- 
trines,— horrid  Blafphemies,  another  Go/pel, 
&c  ?  (Which  will  appear  anon.)  This 
being  the  Cafe,  'tis  plain  you  quarrelled 
about  EJfentials^  or  elfe  you  are  mutually 
Falfe  Acaifers  of  your  Bretheren.  Either 
Way,  there  is  fomething  EJfentially  Un- 
chrtftian  among  you. 

But  come  we  now  to  your  Penite?ifial 
Letter^  wherein  fome  of  your  Ca?it  is  Re- 
cantedy  and  we  are  taught  to  confefs  your 
ingenuous  andjincere  Dealing.  "  To  con-  p.  ^^^ 
vince  me  that  this  is  the  real  Language  of 
your  Hearty  and  not  extorted  by  my 
Pamphlet,  you  produce  an  Extradl  of  a 
Letter  to  a  worthy  Friend  in  South  Ca- 
rolina,  and  publifhed,  with  very  little 
b  2  Alteration^ 
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Meraticn,  in  Scotland  Months  ago.  Dated 
Jime  24,  1748."  Whereby  I  am  indeed 
convinced  of  your  Temper.  You  will  do 
nothing  by  Compulfion :  nothing  fhall  be 
extorted  from  you.  But  let  you  alone; 
•and  you  will  confefs  as  much  E?ithufiafm 
and  Impofiure  as  one  could  wifh.  May  I 
have  the  Liberty,  Sir,  to  aik,  Why  this 
Confeijion  was  fent  privately  to  a  i:*  riend  in 
Carcl'ma^  and  not  to  your  own  Coimtrymen  ? 
JVhy  did  you  fuffer  your  Followers  to  lie  fo 
long  under  a  Delufion  ?  And  not  publifh 
your  Recantation  immediately,  as  foon  as 
you  found  yoiirfelf  both  deceiving^  and 
behig  deceived  ^  Vv^hy  publifhed  in  Scotland 
rather  than  in  England'^  And  who  knows 
whether  this  Part  of  the  Nation  v/ould  have 
been  blelTed  with  any  Publication,  unlefs 
it  had  been  extorted  by  my  Pamphlet  ? 

That  you  may  havej^//  Juftice  done 
you,  and  as  your  farther  i^^.^r^i^^^/W  will 
appear  cleareft  in  your  own  Words,  it  may 
be  proper  to  reprint  the  Letter, 


Cn 
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On   Board  the   Brigg   Betfey,    Captain    v.  i^- 
Eileen  Commandtr 


'June  2/\.tby   1748. 


Reverend  Sir, 


YEfterday  I  made  an  End  of  reviling 
all  my  Journals — Bleffed  be  God 
for  letting  me  have  Leifure  to  do  it — I 
purpofe  to  have  a  new  Edition  before  I 
lee  A7nerica — Alas !  Alas !  in  how 
many  Things  have  I  judged,  and  ad:ed 
wrong  !  I  have  been  too  rafh  and  hafty 
in  giving  Charadiers  both  of  Places  and 
Perfons — Being  fond  of  Scripture  Lan- 
guage, I  have  often  ufed  a  Style  too 
Apofiolical,  and  at  the  fame  Time  I  have 
been  too  bitter  in  my  Zeal — ^Wild-fire 
has  been  mixed  with  it ;  and  I  find  I 
have  frequently  wrote  and  fpoke  too 
much  in  my  own  Spirit,  when  I  thought 
I  was  writing  and  fpeaking  entirely  by 
the  AfTiftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God — I 
have  iikewife  too  much  made  Impref- 
fions,  without  the  written  Word  my 
Rule  of  acting  j  and  too  foon,  and  too 
explicitely,  publiihed  what  had  better 
been  kept  in  longer,  or  left  to  be  told 
after  my  Death.  By  thefe  Things,  I 
have  given  fome  wrong  Touches  to  God's 

"  Ark 
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Ark,    hurt  the  bleiTed  Caufe  I  would 
defend,  and  flirred  up  needlefs  Oppofi- 

tion This  has  humbled  me  much  fince  I 

have  been  on  Board,  and  made  me  think 
of  a  Saying  of  Mr  Henrys  Jofeph  had 
more  Honefiy  than  he  had  Policy,  or  he 
never  wrjidd  have  told  of  his  Dreams — At 
the  fame  Time,  I  cannot  but  blefs,  and 
praife,  and  magnify  that  good  and  graci- 
ous God,  who  imparted  to  me  fo  much 
of  his  holy  Fire,  and  carried  me,  a  poor 
weak  Youth,  through  fuch  a  Torrent 
both  of  Popidarity  and  Contempt,  and 
fet  fo  many  Seals  to  my  unworthy  Mi- 
nifti-ations — I  blefs  him  for  ripening  my 
Judgment  a  little  more,  for  giving  me  to 
lee,  confefs,  and  I  hope  in  fome  Degree 
to  correB  and  amend  fome  of  its  Miftakes 
— I  thank  God  for  giving  me  Grace  to 
embark  in  fuch  a  hlejjed  Caufe,  and  pray 
him  to  give  me  Strength  to  hold  on, 
and  increafc  in  Zeal  and  Love  to  the 
End Thus,  dear  Sir,  I  have  un- 
burdened my  Heart  to  you — I  look 
upon  you  to  be  my  Fidas  Achates^  and 
therefore  deal  thus  freely. — If  I  have 
Time  and  Freedom  before  we  land,  I 
think  to  begin  and  write  a  fliort  Account 
of  what  has  happened  for  thefe  feven 
Years  lafl  paft  j  and  when  I  get  on  Shore, 
God  willing,  I  purpofe  to  revife  and 
corredl  the  hrfl  Part  of  my  Life." — 

llie 
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The  Principal  Point  here,  and  what  im- 
mediately ftrikes  the  Eye,  is  your  free  Co?!- 
fejjion^  and  doleful  Lamentation  of  having 
frequently  Impofed  upon  the  World,  and 
f educed  your  Followers,  by  Faljhood  and 
Deceit ;  and  that  too  in  a  Matter  of  the 
higheft  Concern,  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls, 
You  have  confelTed  yourfelf  an  EfifhufaJ}^ 
and  confequently  jullijied  me  in  bringing 
fuch  a  Charge.  "  In  many  Things  afted 
and  judged  wrong,  been  bitter,  particularly 
in  giving  CharaBers"  Which  proves  your 
Trade  of  Calumtiy.  "  Often  ufed  a  Style 
too  Apojiolical."  And  why  will  you  con- 
tinue it,  and  fo  often,  again  in  this  very 
Pamphlet  ?  "  Wild-fire  has  been  mixed 
with  your  Zeal,  and  with  God's  Holy 
Fire  j — you  have  wrote  and  fpoke  in  your 
own  Spirit,  and  put  it  upon  the  World 
entirely  for  the  Spirit  of  God : — have  made 
Imprefiions,  and  not  the  written  Word  of 
God,  your  Ride  of  ASiingr  And  this  \ 
hope  you  will  own  to  be  Genuine  Fnthu^* 
fiafm,  and  in  the  bad  Senfe  of  the  Word. 

Thefe  Things  you  have  Acknowledged, 
Bewailed,  and  Retraced:  and  would  be 
thought,  no  Doubt,  to  ad  Ingenuoiifly^ 
and  fpeak  Sincerely, 

Confidering  therefore  all  your  Confejjiom 
and  RctraBatiojis  of  your  Fanatical  Sallies, 
had  I  the  Honour  and  Happinefs  of  being 
one  of  your  Se£f,  I  (hould  i  ropofe  an  Ad- 

drefs 
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cirefs  to  you  (with  great  Submiffion)  in  the 
following  Manner.  "  We  are,  Sir,  of  the 
"  Number  of  thofe,  who  have  attended 
"  your  Perfoji  and  DoBrme ;  allured  by 
"  your  fanBified  Pretences,  and  high  Claims. 
"  Beino-  pcrl'waded  firft  into  a  bad  Opinion 
"  of  our  proper  Pajtors  and  Churches,  we 
"  followed  you  into  the  Streets,  the  Fields 
"  and  Defarts.  We  crowded,  hugged,  kijjed 
"  you ;  made  you  Prefents  and  Entertain- 
"  ments  receiving  you  as  an  Apofile,  or 
"  Angel  from  Heaven.  And  this  too  at  the 
"  very  Jundure  of  Tijne,  when  you  was 
*'  the  moil  Deceitfid  Worker,  and  grievouf- 
"  ly  feduci?ig  your  precious  Lambs.  For 
"  at  length  we  find  you  declaring,  that 
"  your  Infallible  hfiruBions,  and  which 
"  we  devoured  as  fo  many  Oracles,  were 
"  but  fo  many  Miflakes,  Blunders,  or  Lyes. 
"  Your  being  guided  by  Inipidfes  and  /;;?- 
"  prefjions,  and  teaching  us  to  depend  upon 
*'  them  as  certain,  is  now  acknowledged 
"  to  be  a  precarious  and  even  falfc  Ride, 
"  ufurping  the  Place  of  Gods  V/vrd : 
*'  Though  you  once  affured  us,  it  was  as 
*'  eafy  to  know  when  the  Spirit  made  an 
"  hnprejpon  on  the  Soul,  as  to  feel  and 
"  know  when  the  Wind  makes  an  Impref- 
"  fion  on  the  Body.  You  taught,  that 
"  our  Afurance  of  Salvation  was  clearly 
"  written  upon  the  Heart,  as  by  a  Sun- 
•'  Bea?/i ;  whereas  now,  Alas !  Alas  !  we 

"  only 
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'*  only  Prefiimptiiciijly  imagined  that  we 
"  had  it.  You  made  your  Boafl  of  a 
"  Di'uine  Mijion-,  Special  Calls  a?id  Di- 
"  regions  from  Heaven -y  Inj'pirationSy  Com- 
"  ?nuni cations y  Conve?'fafio?is  Face  to  Face 
"  ivith  God ;  which  by  your  late/'  Account ^ 
*'  2.nd  ConfeJJion,  v/ere  all  mere  Fa/icy.  and 
"  Ficiiony  and  the  Product  of  a yfr///^' ^z- 
"  vention.  You  have  climbed  up,  and 
^^  Jiole  the  facred  Fire  from  Heaven  \ 
"  have  even  Deified  yourfelf,  and  put 
"  your  OTcvz  Spi7-it  in  the  Seat  of  the 
"  Holy  Gho/i.  You  confefs  you  have 
"  fcattered  Wild-fire  among  us,  whereby 
"  we  felt  ftrange  and  unufual  Burnings, 
"  and  fome  of  us  have  been  terrified  out 
"  of  our  Se?tfes ;  without  any  Warning  to 
"  keep  our  DifiancCy  out  of  the  Reach  of 
"  this  dangerous  Compofition.  Seeing  then 
"  you  have  thus  lliammed  us  off  with 
"  Coimterfeit  Coin  inftead  of  true  Sterlings 
*'  and  have  owned  yourfelf  a  Cheat  and 
"  Iwpofior  y  what  remains,  but  to  leave 
"  you  to  yourfelf,  and  return  to  our  native 
"  Fold  ?  A  Stranger  will  v/e  not  follov/, 
"  but  will  flee  from  him  ;  who  Confiefiedly 
*'  came  not  in  by  the  Door,  but  cli7nbedup 
"■^  fome  other  IVay.  Remember,  thatatbefl 
"  you  are  nov/  but  a  com-mon  Mortal^  upon 
"  a  Level  with  ordinary  Churchmen  :  ftrip- 
"  ped  of  your  Extraordinary  Celefiial 
"  Endowments,  'ssid.SupernaturalYQ-^T^^zi^y 
c  "  you 
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«'  you  cm  henceforth  only  make  a  Figure 
"  from  vuur  natural  or  acquired  Abilitws." 

Oh  !  what  a  Fall  is  there  I 

I  was  going  on ;  but  am  fuddenly 
Hopped  by  your  feafonable  Mmttion ; 
P-  20.  "  But  hold,  Sir :  And  before  you  run 
"  yourfclf  quite  out  of  Breath,  I  intreat 
"  you  to  Hop  a  little,  while  I  put  to  you 
"  a  few  ^Inejlions.  Believe  you  that  I  am 
"  perfedly  in  ear?icfi^  and  have  made  an 
"  A!)Jolute  Recantation  -^  Do  not  I  infert 
"  divers  Softenings,  Referves,  Salvos,  and 
"  Exceptions  to  my  general  Confejjion  T' — 
I  cry  your  Mercy,  Sir  ;  'tis  very  true.  And, 
to  lave  you  the  Trouble,  I  {hall  recolle(il 
fome  of  them  :  But  then,  I  fear,  fome 
Doubts  may  arife  about  your  Sincerity. 
Accordingly  here  follows  an  imperfeSi  and 
rough  Draught  of  what  you  might  truely 
and  jiijily  plead  ;  and  to  which  I  fliail  not 
have  the  Face  to  make  aity  Objedtion. 

"  Whereas  I  George  White  fie  Id  have 
"  made  ample  Confejjion  and  RetraBation 
*'  of  my  Enthujiafms  and  Impofiiires  ;  I  do 
'•  hereby  (to  prevent  all  MtfconjiruBion) 
*'  claim  the  Privilege  of  explaining  myfelf, 
*'  in  what  Scnfe,  and  how  far^  my  Words 
"  are  to  be  underflood.  Saving  to  myfelf 
*'  likewiJe  the  Benefit  of  future  Ex- 
*'  ceptions,  6cc.     in  general  I  plead,  that 

*'  in 
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■  in   my  dcepeft  Confefiions  of  my  moll 

■  heinous  Offences,    I  only   acknowledge 

■  Mi/Iakesy  or  Blunders^  fpeaking  and 
writing  fomc  ivrong  and  unguarded 
Tubings ^  Things  univarily  dropped  up  end 
dawHy  JVmit  of  Caution^  with  other  tender 
and  gentle  ExprefTions.  And  Malice 
itfelf  muft  allow  thele  Softenings  to  be 
an  Extenuation  of  Gidlt. — ^Moreover, 
even  of  thefe  Mijlakes^  &c.  I  have  not 
relinquilhed,  nor  dejircd  to  rclinquini, 
All;  but  only  a  P^r/ of  them  J  and  that 
Part  too  not  Entirely.  For  my  i'iTv 
JFords  are,  '  I  blefs  God  for  ripening  my 
Judgment  a  little  more,  for  giving  me  to 

fee  and  Co?ifefs,  and  I  hope  in  fome  Degree 
to  corred:  and  amend  fome  of  my  Mif- 
takes.'  And  am  I  not  here  fufficiently 
upon  the  Referi-e  f— 'Tis  true,  I  confels 
and  lament  many  Falfoods  and  Enthujl- 
afms  publiflied  in  my  fournals :  but  'tis 
true  alfo,  that  I  am  only  forry  for  doing 
this  *  too  foon,  and  too  explicitly ;  and 
declare  that  what  I  am  now  afliamed  of 
had  been  better  kept  in  longer,  or  left  to 
be  told  after  niy  Death.'  And  hereby 
I  might  have  avoided  this  Shame  of  a 
Recantation  :  a  noble  Legacy  had  been 
left  to  the  Bands  and  Societies  -,  who 
would  have  been  entitled  to  the  Honour 
and  Profits  arifing  from  my  pious  Fal- 
lacies: my  Untruths  and  Deceits  had  never 
c  2  been 
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"  been  known  j  becaufe  no  Candid  Perfon 
"  would  have  raked  into  fny  AJJjes  to  con- 
"  tradid  nie ;  and  I  could  not  have  con- 
"  tradided  myfelf. —  I  do  indeed  publickly 
"  acknowledge  that  my  Dreams  were  not 
"  from  Heaven  y  but  mere  Illufiom  of  Fancy: 
"  and  vet  obferve  how  Artfully  I  compare 
*'  my  Cafe  with  that  of  fofeph ;  and  fay, 
"  that  my  publiiliing  them  as  Divine 
*'  might  perhaps  be  Impolitic^  but  was  no 
<'  Impeachment  of  my  iSj^j^^. — 

"  To  be  more  particular.  As  to  Vanity 
*^  and  Pride^ — I  have  often  confelTed  and 
"  bewailed  the  Naughtinefi  of  7ny  frond 
*'  Heart  J  and  when /roz^^iS'////?' Thoughts 
"  ufed  to  crowd  in  upon  me,  have  Prayed 
"  to  Gody  '■  Give  me  HnmiUty^  or  I  perifh.' 
*<  — But  pray  remember  how  \ /often  this 
"  into  fofue  Degrees  of  Vanity,  and  thofe 
*'  either  zmobferved  or  forgotten  :  and  that  I 
' '  ftill  dciire  to  retain  a  proper  Share  of  decent 
iDealing,  c<  PfiJ^^  for  when  m^y  Heart  was  ftirred 
**  "  up  to  pray  againfl  Spiritual  Pride ^  my 

*'  exprefs  Words  were,  that  God  would 
"  always  keep  me  humbled  only  in  fome 
"  Meafure.  The  very  worf  and  higheft 
*'  Inftance  of  Vanity,  that  of  applying 
*'  Ho\an7icis  to  my  dear  Self,  which  too, 
"  hath  laid  me  low  before  God  and  Man  j 
"  — this  I  have  brought  down  to  a  Thing 
P.  38.  "  'wrong  and  unguarded,  but  not  intended 
"  to  convey  a  Profane  Idea. 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  maintained  the  Do(£lrine  of 
"  Ahfohite  Reprobation  ioftiffly^  and  to  that 
"  Degree^  as  to  be  charged  by  Mr  JVeJley 
"  with  horrid  Blafphemy  ;  and  my  Enemies 
"  {wj^  he  hath  confuted  me  in  a  ftrong 
"  and  tnajierly  Manner.  But  by  my  Con- 
"  fdP'^^^  ^^^^  dwindles  away  into  my  having 
"  dropped  fome  toojirojig  E,xpreJjiom. — 

"  If  I  am  forced  to  own  that  I  have 
"  traduced  the  Clej-gy  ,  but  for  fome  Time 
"  laid  down  the  Trade  qI  Defamation ;  you  P.  15-18. 
"  fee  how  foon  I  take  it  up  again ;  and 
"  defend  myfelf  by  the  Example  of  the 
"  Apojiles ;  (though  I  own  not  with  the 
''  fame  Spirit^  or  Authority)  and  make 
"  them  as  great  Slanderers  as  myfelf. 

"  If  I  lamentably  acknowledge  my  ha- 
"  ving  often  ufed  a  Style  too  Apojiclical ; 
"  you  fee  now  quickly  and  frequently 
"  I  ftart  up  again  in  the  Form  of  an 
*'  Apoftle. 

"  One  of  my  moll  important  and  glaring 
"  Recantations  is  this.  The  Author  of  the 
"  Comparifon  afldng,  '  Where  will  thefe 
"  bold  Enthifiafts  Stop  ? '  Proceeds  to  our 
"  moft  avowed  but  mofl  Prefumptuous 
"  Claims  oi  Lifpiration,  Revelations ^  Com- 
"  mimi cations  ivith  Gcdj  Special  Calls y 
"  Divine  Mijiofis,  and  the  like.  Here  I  p.  33. 
"  indvintly  flop  fort -y  am  pricked  in  Con- 
"  fcience,  howl  and  cry,  renounce  and 
"  give    up    thefe   Blafphemous    Pretences. 

But 
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"  But  then  fiiil  not  to  obferve  with  what 
*'  Softemng  and  Referve  I  make  my  Re- 
*'  t7'eat.  They  are  Things  imwaf'ily  drop- 
"  ped  up  and  down  in  my  Journals.  And 
"  I  pofitively  infill,  that  Jome  of  my  In- 
*'  fpirations,  &c.  are  not  grouiidlejs  and 
*'  pretended,  but  really  from  above.  Ac- 
"  cordingly  mind  how  I  have  confounded 
«'  the  Ingenious  Author  of  Con  fide  rations  on 
"  the  Convcrfwn  and  Apojilefip  of  St  Paul ; 
"  who  has  ventured  roundly  to  Ailert  that 
"  ALL  tioe  Divine  Communications,  11- 
"  htminations  and  Ecflacics  of  the  Methodifts 
"  fprung  from  no  other  Sources  but  Self- 
"  Conceit,  Vapours,  and  Imagination.  I 
''  fay  this  is  quite  unbecoming  fo  Toung 
"  a  Convert.  Nor  fliiall  I  regard  any 
*'  Reply,  as  if  this  were  a  malicious  or  un- 
"  mannerly  RefieBion  upon  an  Excellent 
"  Perfon  ;  or  quite  mifbecoming  me,  who 
"  was  fo  ycwig  a  Coitvert  to  Enthifiafm,  and 
"  but  fo  Toung  a  Convert  again  to  fome 
"  fmall  Share  of  Common  Senfe.  This  is  a 
"  mere  Trife,  in  Comparifon  of  the  Ad- 
"  vantage  I  gain  by  my  Referves  and  Ex- 
**  ceptions :  whereby  it  lies  flill  in  my 
"  Power  to  fix  what  Portion  I  pleafe  of  my 
*'  Fancies  and  Pretences  upon  Heaven  ; 
"  and  henceforward  to  put  the  fame  Trick 
''  again  upon  the  Dear  Innocent  Lambs. 

"  Nor  can  the  Comparer  himfelf  efcape 
"  the  EfFeds  of  my  Saint-like  Artifice  and 

"  Management. 
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Management.  I  own  the  Enthufafms 
which  he  has  ferrettcd  out  of  my 
Journals:  but  then  I  have  cunningly 
lent  him  to  an  empty  Bury,  my  later 
Writings,  where  he  can  find  nothi7ig. — 
I  own  too,  fome  of  his  Fopijh  Paraikh 
are  exadt  enough.  But  what  am  I  the 
worfe  for  treading  in  a  Popi(h  Track  ? 
Once,  or  twice,  however,  I  have  fairly 
caught  him  without  aiiy  Parallel  at  all ; 
and  fo  left  him  to  that  poor  Exciife, 
that  fome  of  our  Enthufiajhis  are  un- 
exampled. 

"  What  Wounds  I  have  given  to  Me- 
thodiftn  by  my  Co?ifeffio?u,  I  endea- 
vour to  bind  up  again,  and  heal. 
Have  I  given  any  wrong  Touches  to  God's 
Ark  ?  Still  I  fay,  it  is  God's  Ark.  Me- 
tbodifm  is  Itill  Gods  CauJ'e,  the  Blejed 
Caufe.  I  flill  glory  in  having  tak^n  the 
Field,  continue  the  Trade,  and  will  con- 
tinue it,  while  I  can  get  Cujhmers.  If 
our  Zeal  be  Irregidar,  'tis  likewife  ivell- 
f?iea?2t.  If  Counterfeit  Coin  be  ftirring 
amongft  us,  we  deal  in  fome  ti'ue 
Sterling.  Though  I  have  been  throw-  P.  43. 
ing  about  my  Wild-fire,  'tis  qualified 
with  a  Mixture  of  God's  holy  Fire. 
Though  I  confefs  it  Undeniable  that 
Imagination  has  mixed  itfelf  with  the 
Work  of  Methodifm  ;  yet  in  the  very  pre- 
ceding \\^ords  it  comes  with  a  duuhle 
''   Perad\:e?i::urc, 


p.  43. 
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Per  adventure  J    *  Something  of  our  own 
Imagination    may   fojjibly    be    blended 
with  it.' 

"  As  to  the  grievous  ^larrels  and  Broils 
among  ourfelves  -, — 'tis  true,  we  accufed 
each  other  of  teaching  Damnable  Doc- 
tri?ieSy  DoBrines  EJfefitially-Erroneous^ 
a  New^  and  Another  Gofpel,  ^c.  But 
I  have  now  whittled  away  all  thefe  rough 
and  hard  Names,  and  fjnoothed  them 
down  into  *  Offences  and  Diviiions  about 
fome  No7i-EJ[entialsy  fuch  as  muft  needs 
be  among  good  Men.'  And  however 
intemperate  and  raging  our  Heats  may 
be  fuppofed,  I  prove  they  were  not 
properly  the  Effeds  of  our  own  Spirit  j 
becaufe  Satan  flood  clofe  by  us,  blow- 
ing up  the  Coals^  in  order  to  raifc  a 
Smoke,  to  blacken  the  Work  of  God, 
And  whatever  be  the  Guilt,  I  have  taken 
Care  that  our  Firji  'Reformers,  and  even 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  fhall  come  in  for 
Snacks,  and  be  as  bad  as  ourfelves. 
"  Judge  now,  my  Friends,  whether 
the  Spirit  of  Whitefield  is  not  fill  the 
fame  "^  Whether  by  thefe  Saving  Claifes, 
Softenings  and  Exceptions,  I  have  not 
in.  fome  meafiire  Unconfejj'ed  7ny  Confeffmis, 
and  Retraced  my  Retractations^  My 
Enemies  perhaps  may  be  fo  very  im- 
reafop.able,  as  to  Charge  me  with  Saying 
a7id  Unfaying,  Prevarication  and  Incon- 

^^fflency. 
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^^  Jijiency^  Difmgennity  and  hifmcerity. 
"  But  when  the  Way  of  Duty  is  the  Way  P.  37. 
"  of  Safety  J  I  regard  not  Confeqiiences,  I 
"  have  plainly  proved,  that  at  prefent  I  P.  25. 
"  am  too  Serious  to  make  Sport  with  my 
*'  own  Deceivings  j  and  they  are  very  wel- 
"  come  to  confer  what  Tattle  upon  me 
*'  they  pleafe." 

I  am,  Sir,  a  little  afraid  that  fome 
Doubts  may  arife  about  your  Sincerity. 
But  for  my  Part,  I  acknowledge  your  Plea 
to  be  true ;  and  fliall  keep  my  Word  and 
Promife  of  making  no  ObjeSiion.  Hovv^- 
ever,  for  this  Inftance  of  my  Low  and 
Friendjldip^  I  may  expedl  you  to  pay  fome 
Regard  to  my  Ad-vice^  as  to  the  following 
Particulars :  (wherein  too  all  Methodijls 
hzve-Reafon  and  Right  to  join)  efpecially 
as  you  fay,  and  your  Demi-Recantation 
proves,  that  "  you  are  not  altogether  In- 
"  corrigible." 

You  begin  your  Penitential  Epijile  thus  :  P.  35-37» 
*'  Yefterday  I  made  an  End  of  Revifng  all 
"  w^  Journals y  May  it  not  be  Expedient 
to  revife  them  again^  and  again ;  that  all 
Mifiakes  may  be  ReBiJied.  For  you  add, 
"  Alas  1  Alas  !  in  how  many  Things  have 
"  I  judged  and  aBed  wrong."  For  the 
Sake  of  Truth  and  Right,  fpecify  exactly 
in  'what  Parti cidars.  "  I  have  been  too 
"  rajh  and  hafiy  in  my  Char adfers  of  Places 
"  and  Perfonsy  Take  care  to  do  fuftice 
d  to 
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to  fucli  as  may  have  lofi  their  good  Name  j 
and  make  Refiitiition,  as  becomes  a  T!rue 
Penitent.  *'  'l  have  often  ufed  a  Style  too 
"  Apojlolicaiy  Be  FiinBuaU  in  relating 
fairly  when  you  Ipoke  as  an  Apojlle^  and 
•when  not.  "  I  have  been  too  bitter y 
Let  nothing  but  Honey  drop  from  your 
Fen.  "  I  have  mixed  Wild-Fire  with  my 
"  ZeaU  and  with  God'i  Holy  Fire"  A 
fme  Compofition,  Sir,  this  !  But  diftinguijb 
precilely  the  Proportions ;  fay  when  and 
ix)here  you  were  this  Dafigerous  hicendiary-^ 
feparate  your  Sulphur  and  other  Combujiibk 
Ingredients 'y  Extingitifi  the  Flames-,  cool 
your  Brain,  and  meddle  no  more  with 
Wild-Fire,  "  I  have  frequently  wrote  and 
"  fpoke  in  my  own  Spirit,  when  I  thought 
•'  it  entirely  'the  Spirit  of  Godr  An  Ef 
fentially-EnthufiaJiic  2nA  fatal  Prefumption  ! 
Be  therefore  w;j  ExaB  and  Explicit  in 
determining  what  came  from  God,  and 
what  from  the  Delufion  of  Fa72cy.  And 
when  you  have  done  this,  your  Readers 
and  Followers  will  exped;  fome  clear  and 
dijilnguijhing  Marks,  how  they  may  judge 
for  the  future  between  Divi?ie  InfpiratioUy 
and  the  Operations  of  your  own  Mijid, 
Retire  into  your  Mi ?tt -Office ;  call  in  all 
your  Counterfeit  Coin-,  melt  it  down; 
Circulate  no  more  bafe  Money.  Let  your 
new  Coitiage  be  all  true  Stafidard,  and  with 
a  Mark  that  may  certainly  be  depended 

upon. 
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upon. — To  this  End,  perufe  diligently  and 
calmly  my  Comparifoiiy  which  will  afford 
you  fome  gentle  but  iifeful  Hints  towards 
your  CorreSlions  and  Rmendations.  T^humb 
\x.  by  Day,  and  dream  of  it  by  Night. — 
"  I  have  too  much  made  Imprejjions^  with^ 
"  out  the  Written  JVord,  my  Rule  of  ad- 
"  ing."  Invert  your  Rule ;  The  Written 
Word  without  Imprejjlom.  "  I  have  Fub~ 
"  lijhed  too  foon  what  had  better  been  kept 
"  in  longer^  Take  the  preceding  Ad- 
vice, No  Imprejjion^  ''  By  thefe  Things 
"  I  have  given  fome  wrojig  Touches  to 
"  God's  Arkr  This  was  Uzzas  Offence,  zSam.  vi. 
He  was  fmitten  for  his  Railinefs  :  fo  are  ^'  7- 
you.  He  was  an  Intruder  j  and  meddled 
(however  pious  might  be  his  Intention) 
where  he  had  no  Bufifiefs  :   fo  have  you. 

But  as  you  have  farther  J^efigns  j  our 
Advice  fhall  attend  you.  "  I  think  of  P.  37. 
"  writing  a  fhort  Account  of  what  has 
"  happened  for  thefe  Scoen  Tears  lad 
"  paft."  Take  at  leaft  ^even  Tears  in 
doing  it.  You  have  feen  the  Fate  of  your 
former  journals  :  and  if  the  reff  appear 
abroad  in  the  fame  Exceptionable  DreJ's^ 
you  may  occafion  fome  needlefs  Merriment^ 
and  fo  be  guilty  of  a  moff  Horrible  Sin. 
You  know  how  warmly  you  have  declared 
againft  Di'-cerjions  of  all  Kinds.  And  think 
you  an  Account  of  more  Adventures  will 
not  caufe  fome  Diverfwn  f  You  may  not 
d  2  perhaps 
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perhaps  intend  fuch  a  Confequence  ;  but 
remember  Mr  Wejley  has  proved  Laughing- 
Fits  to  be  fometimes  Irrejiftibk^  Cafes  hap- 
pening v/hen  no  Mortal  can  help  it. 

P-  37-  "  I  purpofe  to  revife  and  corred:  the 

*'  Firft  Fart  of  my  Life!'  An  arduous 
Labour  I  confefs.  But  fend  up  a  Petition 
to  Hercules,  to  come  and  help  you  cleanfe 
this  Augean  Stable.  And  when  //^/j  Dung  . 
is  ejedled,  I  am  afraid  your  Second  Fart 
will  want  cleaning  as  much  :  and  likewife 
the  ^c.  &c.  &c.  of  your  'Journals.  If 
you  fhould  happen  not  to  be  debarred  the 
Ufe  of  Fen,  Inky  and  Fapcr,  and  my 
Advice  would  be  kindly  received  ;  I  would 
put  you  in  Mind  of  the  Foef^  Sentence,  — 
Una  litura  potefi  :  One  Univerfal  Blot  will 
ferve  :  and  ferve  better  than  fo  much  blot- 
ting and  blurrifjgy  as  will  otherwife  be 
needful.  Or,  for  another  EffeBiial  Way, 
you  may  Furify  your  Works  by  Fire.  And 
as  you  have  already  Co?ifeJJedy  and  Jhewed 
your  Deeds ;  it  might  be  of  Service  to  the 

Afls,  xix.  Gofpel  (tho'  not  to  Methodifm)   to   bri7ig 

'^'  ^9-  your  Curious  Books  together ,  and  burn  them 
before  all  Men.     Your  Method  was  fome- 

^'  39-  tiling  of  this  Nature,  when  you  "  Sup- 
prejed your  Letters -,  becaufe  many  Things 
in  them  were  very  Exceptionable ,  though 
good  in  the  Main!' 

But  hold  !  I  had  beft  Retrad;  this  Ad- 
vice, fo  impertinent,  fo  hafty,  fo  unnecef- 

farv. 
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fary,  fo  detrimental  to  the  Public.  For 
"  jfter-Experience^  and  riper  Jiidgmefit  ^ ■  34-37. 
have  taught  you  to  corrcB  and  amend  all 
your  Performances :  and  for  the  future  you 
are  to  come  out  in  a  more  imexceptionable 
Drefs."  What  a  defirable  and  delightful 
Spehack  !  I  almofl  lo?ig  to  have  a  Peep' at 
you  in  your  Vnexceptionable  Drefs. — I  begin 
to  be  in  an  Ecjiacy. — Now  methinks  I  fee 
you,  like  a  Player  after  he  hath  ASled  his 
Part,  ftripping  off  the  dazzling  Tinfel,  in 
which  he  ftriitted  upon  the  Stage  :  — Now 
like  Prejbyter  John  tearing  away  your 
Points,  fags,  Ribba?2ds,  Fringe,  Lace  and 
Embroidery  :  — Now  again  (Paulo  majora 
canamus)  methinks  I  fee  you  diverting 
yourfelf  of  your  CelejUal  Garments  and  Or- 
najnents  j  plucking  off  your  appropriated 
Blojjhms  of  AaronV  Rod,  flipping  off  the 
Child  Samuel'j  Linen  Ephod,  throwing 
Elijah  Mantle  from  your  Shoulders j  and 
modeftly  {landing  forth  in  the  ordinary 
Attire  of  a  plain  Gown  and  CaJJock. 

And  here  I  am  cafling  about  for  fome 
of  my  Popifi  Parallels.  But  Alas !  they 
all  prove  DefeBive.  I  find  indeed,  in 
turning  over  the  Legejtds,  the  Virgin  and 
other  Celejiial  Inhabitants  often  defcending, 
and  bringing  Flowers,  Ribbands,  and  Gar- 
lands to  adorn  their  Male  and  Female  De- 
'votees  on  Earth.  I  find  too  Copes,  Cowles, 
and  other  Vcflments  fent  down  from  HeaveUy 

for 
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for  Founders  of  Orders^  and  Favourite 
Saints.  Bat  I  find  not  that  Humility  and 
Simplicity  in  any  of  them,  as  to  fur  render 
up,  and  fe?id  back  their  Heavenly  PrefentSy 
and  condefcend  to  make  their  Appearance 
in  Mortal  Raiment. 

This  Particular  being  fo  much  to  your 
Honour,  I  had  a  fair  Oppportunity  oi  taking 
my  Leave  decently.  But  a  certain  Critical 
Friend^  pulling  me  by  the  Sleeve,  would 
needs  put  me  in  Mind  of  an  Omifjion  of  a 
Fajjage  or  two,  wherein  you  difcovered 
fomething  oi  Management ^  and  Inconfijiency. 

P.  12.  <c  When  you  begun  your  Adventures  of 
Field'Preaching,  you  had  (you  fay)  in 
your  Eye  the  Apojiles,  St  Paul,  Peter 
and  John :  you  expreflly  call  thefe  Fields 
Preachers,  becaufe  one  of  them  Preached 
an  Excellent  Sermon  from  a  Place  called 

^^s,xvii.  Mars-hill ',  and  the  Two  others  in  Solo- 
mojis  Porch."  Now  my  Friend  remarks, 
that  this  fame  Mars-Hill ;  was  the  Court  of 
the  Areopagites,  the  highefi  Court  of  fuftice 
in  Athens;  before  which  St  Paul  was 
brought  by  Force.  Which  you  might 
have  feen  in  the  Margin  of  the  Bible ;  nor 
could  your  P r of ou7id  Learning  fuffer  you 
to  be  Ignorant  of  it.  Nor  was  Solomons 
Porch  a  Field,  but  a  Part  of  the  Temple. 
John,  X.  "  Jefus^  walked  in  the  Temple  in  Solomons 
Porch."     This    Sort    of   Management   he 

looks 
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looks  upon  as  an  Jjnpofition  upon  your 
Readers. 

He  obferves  again,  that  you  often  make 
yourfelf  a  Champion  in  Defence  of  our 
Liturgy,  Articles,  and  Canons  \  of  the 
Canons  particularly  in  thefe  very  Remarks. 
But  afterwards,  fpeaking  againft  "  thofe  p.  47, 48. 
who  are  for  clipping  the  Wings  of  the  Myftic 
Do^ce,  you  blefs  God  that  there  are  Men 
of  greater  Latitude,  among  whom  you 
are  fure  of  finding  hearty  Friends  and 
Well-wiiliers  j  though  your  Work  be  not 
according  to  the  exadl  Meafure  of  Canonical 
Fitnefs."  This  he  looks  upon  as  an  In- 
confifiency  :  and  adds,  that  you  yourfelf  (by 
your  Recantation)  have  effedually  clipped 
one  Wing  of  the  Myftic  Dove,  and  that  any 
future  Attempt  to^  muft  be  very  ridicuhui 
and  aukward. 

But,  to  wind  up  my  Bottoms-, — whatever 
Enthufafms  you  have  given  up,  ftill  you 
tenacioufly  adhere  (in  Opinion  and  Prac- 
tice) to  Field-Preachifig.  And  what  candid 
Perfon  can  exped:  otherwife  ?  To  be  the 
Head  of  a  ^eB,  diflinguifhed  by  a  Peculiar 
Denomination,    and  notable   Singularities ; 

—  to  frilk  in  the  Air  of  Popularity,  be 
hugged,  and  followed  with  wifhful  Looks, 

—  Digito  monftrari,  et  dicier  Hie  ejl ;  — 
This  is  too  fijoeet  a  Morfel  to  be  thrown 
up  at  oncci  a  Phre7izy  too  Delegable  to  be 

willingly 
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willingly  cured  of  ^  a  Devil  too  bewitching 
to  ht'hjJia?ita?ieo2i/ly  caft  out.  But  as  you 
have  declared  a  Month's  Mind  to  get  fome 
good  Church,  if  you  can-,  'tis  poffible  your 
Diftemper  may  go  off  in  Time. 

In  the  mean  While,  Let  your  Enemies 
cmy  the  Ghry  you  get  by  Field-Preaching: 
You  have  an  Vnexceptionable  Parallel  from, 
the  high  Encomiim  given  by  a  Pope  to  one 
of  your  Prcdecc[jbrs.  No  Doubt  but  you 
have  every  Thing  relating  to  St  Francis 
at  your  Fingers  Ends :  and  muft  have  i^^xv 
the  Bull  of  Gregory  IX.  in  his  Favour. 
But  that  the  Public  may  be  acquainted 
what  7i proper  Example  and  Incitement ]\i^\j 
provoke  your  Fmidation,  I  Ihall  fet  down 
the  Popes  own  Words,  "  The  Lord  raifed 
"  up  St  Francis y  to  demolifli  the  Phi- 
*'  lijiifies  who  were  deflroying  his  Vine^ 
"  yard.  Who  hearing  inwardly  a  Voice 
*'  calling  him,  courageoully  ftarts  up; 
*'  like  another  Sampfon,  the  Spirit  of  Fer- 
"  vour  coming  upon  him,  he  breaks  the 
"  Co7'ds  that  bound  him,  and  fnatching 
"  up  the  Jaw-Bone  of  an  Afs,  that  is  to 
*'  fay,  his  own  Simple  Preaching,  not 
*'  adorned  with  the  perfwafive  Colours  of 
*'  human  Wifdom,  but  with  Divine 
"  Power,  which  chufeth  weak  Things  to 
"  confound  the  ftrong:  and  he  who 
*'  toucheth     the    Mountains,    and    they 

"  fmoke, 
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"  fmoke,  enabling  him  ^  he  deflroyed 
"  manyT'houfand  Philijiines.  Andi  from  the 
"  Jaw-Bone  itfelf  went  out  a  copious  JVater  ; 
"  refrefhing,  wafhing  and  fructifying  the 
"  Lapfed,  the  Sordid,  and  the  Arid." 
Cherubin,  Bul!ar\  Vol.  I.  i?i  Gregor,  IX. 
Conjiit.  2. 

If  your  Feregrinatiom  fhould  lead  you 
to  Rome^  (whither  you  feem  to  be  fetting 
your  Faces)  fail  not  to  kifs  his  Holinefss 
Slipper,  for  this  Honourable  Teftimony  of 
an  Itinerant  Field-Preacher. 

You  continue  likewife  a  Refolution  to 
Write  on.  But  take  care  :  Be  upon  your 
Guard.  Nomoreof  yourM/?^/^d'j,  Blunders, 
JVa?it  of  Caution,  unguarded  Thiiigs  dropped 
up  a?id  down,  your  Referees  and  Doublings. 
Don't  do  Things  by  Hakes.  Be  open  and 
fincere,  confident  and  uniform.  Affed: 
not  Jefuitifms.  Wafle  not  your  Time  in 
making  Patch-Work,  or  Loop-Holes.  Steal 
not  into  the  Game  of  Brag  while  you  are 
Writing. 

Remember,  G?-and  and  Important  is  the 
Work  you  have  undertaken.  The  Eyes 
of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.  The  World 
fands  a-tip-toe  in  Expediation.  And  fliould 
Faiha-e  and  Fallacy  again  be  the  Refult ; 
fome  malicious  Pe?'fon  will  certainly  have 
a  Stroke  at  you,  or  fome  kind  Frie?id,  like 
?ne,  put  you  in  Mind  of  it. 

e  "  Thus 
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"  Thus,  Dear  Sir,  (for  I  am  fo7id  of 
your  Expreffions)  I  have  unburdened  my 
Heart  to  you  :  and  as  I  have  dealt  thus 
freely  with  you,  I  hope  you  will  look  up- 
on me  to  be  your 
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SECTION     I. 

IN  order  to  difcharge  a  Promfe,  and  in 
hopes  of  doing  fome  little  Service 
to  the  Caufe  of  true  Religion^  I  have  ven- 
tured to  publifh  a  Second  Part  againft  the 
Methodijis  :  Wherein  I  fhall  farther  con- 
fider  fome  of  the  Circumftances  attending 
their  New  Mmijiration  -,  its  ^endc7icyy  In- 
fluence  and  EffeSls :  not  forgetting  to  ho- 
nour them  with  the  Company  of  their 
correfponding  Friends,  the  Enlhiijiajiic  Saints 
of  the  Papacy, 

B  What 
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What  firft  occurs  to  my  Thoughts  is 
the  boniM  Succefs  of  their  Preaching, 
proved  by  the  Numbers  of  their  Followers 
and  Con-verts. 

Here  they  triumph  beyond  Meafure : 
and  perhaps  not  without  fome  Degree  of 
Foundation.  For  confidering  how  incon- 
fulcrate  and  injudicious^  how  unlearned 
\ind  unliable^  a  large  Portion  of  Mankind 
is,  together  with  their  various  Infirmities 
and  Difeajes  of  Miiid  and  Body  ;  it  muft 
be  allowed  that — The  OJlentation  of  a  fane- 
titled  Look,  fpecious  Addrefs,  fantaftical 
Oddities,  Innovations  in  DoBrine  and 
Places  of  Teaching,  zealous  Profeflions  of 
Piety,  AfFedation  of  Godly  and  Scripture 
Phrafcs,  and  high  Pretenfions  to  In/pi- 
ration,  &cc.  will  hardly  fail  of  drawing 
tind  deceiving  the  Multitude.  Whoever 
is  endowed  with  (uchfuitable  Salifications 
need  not  fear  gaining  an  Audience,  and 
leading  Numbers  into  a  hundred  Deltfiom. 
He  may  find  Perfons  enough  not  dijpofi'dy 
or.  not  able,  to  diilinguifli  "  the  Illapfes 
"  and  Infpirations  of  the  Holy  Ghofi  from 
"  the  Illufions,  Inftindis  and  Suggeflions 
"  oi  \ht  unclean  Spirit ',  from  natural  and 
"  Fanatical  Fnthufiafm,  from  the  Swel- 
"  lings  and  Vapours  of  a  difi'ajed  Spleen 
"  and  heated  Melancholy,  and  from  the 
*'  extravagant  Rovings  of  a  difiemperd 
"  Imagination  y 

Wc 
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We  may  too  reafonably  hope  and  believe, 
that    Ibme    very    profligate    and    wicked 
Wretches  have  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Methodijh  to  relinquifli  their  evil  Courles, 
and  lerioufly  repent.     But  then,  i^wejiib^ 
du5l  from  the  Account — fuch  of  their  Fol- 
lowers as  went  only  out  of  Ciiriojity,  or 
Derijion ;  —  fuch  as  were  ivell-difpcfed  and 
pious  Perfons  (though  I  can't  {■Sij  judicious) 
before  -,  —  fuch  as  have  left  and  bad  them 
adieu  upon  good  andjull:  Reafons; — fuch 
as  have  been  led  into  grievous  Perplexities, 
DiJlraBion,  and  Defpair  j  —  fuch  as  were 
fcarce  in  their  SeJtfes  when   they  went  a- 
mong  them,     and  have    quite  loft    their 
Senfes  fince; — fuch  as  have  efpoufcd  con- 
felTedly  dangerous   and  wicked  Tejiets ;  — 
and  conlider  the  Danger  all  the  reft  are  in, 
of  being  betrayed  into  Notions  and  Evils, 
which  they  don't  perhaps  fufped: :  — after 
thefe,  and  other  Deductions  which  might 
be  named,  the  Number  of  their  Converts 
will  be  confiderably  lejfened  3  and  the  Good 
they  do   nothing   like   an  Equivalent  for 
the  Mifchief. 

But  let  us  hear  themfelves.     Mr  White- 
Jzeldizy^,  "  Thoufands  and  TenThoufands 
"  follow  us:  —  the  Fire  is  kindled j  and  I 
"  know  that  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  {hdW  not  3  Joum. 
*'  be  able  to  quench  it. — Well  may  theZ)t'-  ^^g-  4^. 
"  ^'/Z  and  his  Servants  rage  horribly :  their 
*'  Kingdom  is  in  Danger. — I  could  think  of  P'^g-  ^>« 
B  2  "  nothin? 
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"  nothing  fo  much,  as  Jofiua  going  from 
"  City  to  City,  and  fubduing  the  devoted 
Pag  69.    «  Nations. — With  what  Efficacy  and  Sue- 
Letters.     "  cefs    I  have  been   enabled   to   preach 
*'  'Tongue  cant  exprefs." 

Mr  Seward:   "  Our  Enemies,  Hke  the 

"  Canaanites,  feem  to  have  no  Spirit  left 

"  in  them  ;    but  fail  every  w^here  becaufe 

Tourn.      "  oi  us'y  —  afliamed,  as  it  were,  to  fhew 

Pag.  61.    «  their  guilty  Heads." 

See  with  what  a  magnificent  Air  Mr 

JVeJley  boafls  of  "  converting  the  Drunk- 

"  ard^  the  Whoremonger^  the  Opprejfor,  the 

Farth.       "  Swearer,  the  Sluggard ^  the  Mifer  -,    and 

App  Pag.  «  elfewhere,  feveral  common  Proftitutes. — 

84.  &  85-  cc  ^Q  Work  has  been  wrought  fo  Jhviftly, 

"  fo  extenfively,  fince  Conjlantine  the  Greats 

This  is  a  Specimen  (for  I  might  recite 

fifty  times  as  much)    of  their  Succefs  in 

Converfions.     And  yet  we  can  match  them 

among  their  Elder  Brethren. 

*'  St  Ignatius,  faid  Gregory  XV,  was 
like  Jojlma,  great,  according  to  his  Name, 
for  favijig  the  EleSl  of  God-,  (Ecclus. 
46.  I.)  He  was  fo  ardent,  (for  Ignatius 
fignifies  fery)  that  when  he  fent  forth 
his  Mijionaries  to  gain  Souls,  he  ufu- 
Bart.Vit.  ^Ity  ^^id,  Go,  fef  on  JirCy  and  inflame 
J?nat  p.    every  Thing'' 

"  St  Francis  ufed  to  call  People  toge- 
ther with  blowing  a  Horn,  (as  the  Me- 
thodijis  by  Ad'Verttfements)    when   he  was 

to 
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to    preach;     and   his   Preacliing  was  fo 
wonderfully    moving,  —  that    prodigious 
Multitudes  of  Men  and   Women,    abo've  Conform. 
all  Number    and    Computation,    and    the  Foi-  h'' 
very    Harlots    were    converted.  —  Many  ^'^' 
inflamed    with   Devotion,    and  Defire  of 
FerfeSlion^  contemning   all    mimdane  Va-  Bonavent. 
nities^  followed  his  Footfteps  ;    andy^//?- ^.^g-^^^"- 
ly  did  this  Succefs  increafe  to  the  End^  of  ^^'  ^' 
the  Earth" 

^  *  St  Anthony  had  fuch  a  Power  over  Men 
and  Women,  that  he  converted  all  forts  o/' Conform. 
Simiers^   even  Ufurers,  and  cojnmon  Stru?n~  Oriandin 
fets. — A  certain  fefuit  went  to  the  StewSj  Hill,  jef.* 
and  made  a  furprizing  Converfion  of  Mul-  ^^^^  ^' 
titudes  of  Projiitutes"  ^'   ^* 

"  St  Francis  of  Sales  brought  over  fe- 
venty-two      Thoufand    Heretics    to    the  Brev.  Mo- 
Catholic  Faith.  —  St  Dominic  fo  ftrangely  y^"  ^ 
aftoniflied  and  fet  on  fire  the  Minds  of 
his  Auditors,  his  Difcourfes  were  fo  forci- 
ble  and  ramfhing ;  —  that   he  converted 
almofi:  an    hundred   thoufand   Souls,    that  Ribaden. 
were  flrayed  and  loft."  pag  5'9- 

§.2.  And  if  we  duely  weigh  Matters., 
how  can  the  MethodiJl-'Teachers  be  other- 
wife  than  powerfid  Converters  ?  What 
Heart  can  ftand  out  againft  their  perfuafive 
Eloquence,  their  extravagantly  fine  Flights 
and  Alliftons .?  Where  is  any  thing  fo  fub- 
lime  arid  elevated'^    or  fometimes  what  fo 

?nelti}2gy 
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welting,  tender  and  amorous,  Jo  foft  and  Jo 
fweet  ^  You  will  be  in  a  Rapture  by  read- 
'ing  their  own  Words.  —  In  the  Sublime^ 
«  God  gives  them  a  Text,  direds  them 
"  to  a  Method  on  the  Pulpit-Stairs ;  the 
"  La?nb  of  God  opens  their  Mouth,  and 
"  loofeth  their  Tongue ;  and  Sijler  JVil- 
"  Hams,  who  is  near  the  Lord,  opens  her 
"  Mouth  to  confirm  it :  — lb  that  all  Op- 
"  pofers  are  ftruck  dumb  and  confounded. 
"  Jefus  rides  from  Congregation  to 
"  Congregation,  breathing  Courage  and 
"  Strength  into  his  Lambs,  and  carrying 
"  all  before  him. — He  rides  in  the  Chariot 
"  of  his  Gojpel  moil  triumphantly  in- 
"  deed :  —  And  the  Treacher  fits  in  the 
"  Chariot  of  his  Lord's  dear  Arms,  lean- 
"  ing  every  Day  on  his  Bofom,  and  fucking 
"  the  Breads  of  his  Confolation ;  while 
"  his  Bamier  of  Love  is  fpread  over  him  : 
"  — the  Arrows  of  the  Lord  fiy  through 
''  the  Congregation,  and  Mr  Whitefield 
*'  gives  them  a  home  Stroke. — Heavily  in- 
"  deed  do  they  drive,  when  Gcd  takes  off 
"  their  Chariot-wheels.  But  when  Gcd  is 
"  amijiting  the  Wheels  of  their  Souls ;  — 
*'  'tis  fweet  to  be  2X  full  Stretch  for  God; 
"  — to  come  to  a  favifig  Clofure  with 
"  Chrift ;  to  lay  all  their  Concerns  on  his 
"  Shoulders ;  —  or  leap  into  a  burning  fiery 
"  furnace\N\i\\o\x\.  Fear,  which  would  ferve 
"  as  a  fiery  Chariot  to  carry  their  Souls  to 

"  Heaven, 
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"  Heaven.     While  they  fee  poor  Sinners 
"  hanging  as  it  were  by  a  fingle  Hair,  in- 
*'  fenfible  of  their  Danger,  over  the  Flames 
"  of  Helir 

How  pretty  is  it,  when  "  the  Infants^ 
"  Babes y  and  Weaklings  of  Grace  require 
"  dayly  to  be  borne  on  the  Sides  oiChrifl, 
"  and  be  dandled  upon  his  Knees  —  till  they 
*'  come  to  ivalk  continually  under  the 
"  Droppings  of  his  Blood  ?  They  fee  the 
"  fweet  Jefus  fliewing  his  lovely  Face ; 
"  and  his  Favours  and  precious  Promifes 
"  drop  down  bis  Lily -lips  like  fiveetfmeU 
"  ling  Myrrh.  They  know  that  his  Arms 
"  are  round  them  j  for  his  Arms  are  like 
"  the  Rain-bowT 

To  which  may  be  added  Part  of  a 
Sacred  Lilliputian  Hymn^  compofed  by 
Count  Zinzendorf^  the  Moravians  Infallible 
BiJl:op : 

Chicken  blejfed.  Hymn  33. 

A?id  carejfed^ 

Little  Bee  on  Jefus'  Breaji, 

From  the  Hwrry 

And  the  Flurry 

Of  the  Earth  thoiirt  now  at  reft. 

What  tender,  fweet,  and  endearing  Ap- 
pellations ?  "Our  glorious  Soul-broiherSj 
"  and  Societies  of  Women  i  fweet,  precious, 
"  choice  Love-Feafts'y  poor  Souls  under 
**  Concern,    fweet   Societies    of    feeking 

"  Souls  J 
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«  Souls  J  —  dear,  precious,  poor  little 
«  fweet  Lambs  j  —  among  them  a  gra- 
«  cious  Melting  is  vilible.  —  Their  ab- 
"  fent  Friends  they  hope  are  on  the  Top 
<«  of  Pifg^hy  and  they  fend  them  a  thou- 
«  fand  Kijfes  :  —  their  deceafed,  in  their 
*'  filent  Grave,  fweetly  fleep  in  that  Bed 
"  perfumed  by  our  Dear  Lord.  —  The 
"  Hearers  (fays  one)  were  melted  into 
"  Tears  j  my  Heart  was  full  of  Love ; 
«'  theirs  alfo  were  much  affeded  :  —  they 
"  would  run  and  flop  me  in  the  Alleys^ 
"  hug  me  in  their  Arms,  and  follow  me 
"  with  wiflful  Looks, — They  had  an  over- 
"  iveemng  Fondnefs  for  me.  —  Many  faid, 
"  where  thou  goefi  I  will  go  :  where  thou 
"  lodgeft  I  will  lodge.  —  Brother  JVhltejield 
"  preach'd  j  —  'twas  enough  to  7nelt  the 
"  hardeji  heart  j  for  the  Smiles  of  a  Cheru- 
**  bim  were  in  his  Cou?itena?ice." 

Can  you  then  think  it  poffible  fuch  Che- 

BrevFran.  rubic  Char  JUS,  and  {achfubli  mated  and  per- 

Oft-  4-     ftmed Eloquence  can  be  refifted  ?  Or  can  you 

?°rFr.'' 'blame  the  Methodijis,  if  they  vie  with  the 

Cap  I.     Seraphic  St  Francis  ? —  "  who  appeared  to 

"  his  Followers  in  the  Form  of  a  fery 

"  Chariot^  whirling  up  and  down  ;  —  and 

"  was  indeed  ordained  of  God^  like  Elias^ 

"  to  be  the  Chariot  and  Charioteer  of  Spi- 

"  riti{al  Men  :  —  his  Soul  rambling  thro' 

Id.  cap.  9.  "  the  World,  as  bright  as  the  Sun,  like 

"  Phaeton  in  his  Fathers  Chariot :  —  Chri/i 

«  Jefus 
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"  Jefus  remaining  in   the  Bofof7i   of   his 

«  Mind,  like  a  Handful  of  Myrrh.  —  In-  Leg.  Fra, 

"  flamed  both  Men  and  Women  with  an  "P*  5' 

"  ardent  Defire  to  follow  his  Footfteps ; 

"  and  particularly  St   Cla7^a,    that  Virgin  Cap.  4: 

"  dear  to  God  converted  to  Celibacy,  the 

"  firft  Plant  and  beautiful  white  Flower, 

"  gave  zfweet  Odour,  and  fliined  as  a  Star 

"  above    the    reft.  —  One    was    fo    in-  Conform; 

"  flamed  by  hearing  him,  as  to  fay,  that   ° '  *  * 

"  none    ought   to  mention  the  Name  of 

"  that  BkJJ'ed  Man  without  licking  their 

"  Lips  for  foy." 

Nor  need  we  think  it  at  all  ftrange, 
that  "  Divine  Manifejiations  come  in  fo 
"  faft,  that  the  Lambs  are  fcarce  able  to 
"  contain  themfehes  ;  they  flow  in  fo  fail, 
"  that  their  frail  T^abernacle  is  fcarce  able 
"  to  fuftain  them. — They  know  not  whe- 
"  ther  they  are  in  the  Body,  or  out  of  the 
"  Body  :  ■ —  know  not  iiohere  they  are,  and 
"  fnk  into  Nothing, — The  Soul  makes  fuch 
"  Sallies,  as  if  it  would  go  out  of  their 
"  Body,  conftraining  them  to  throw  them- 
"  felves  upon  the  Ground.  —  The  Love 
"  of  God  fo  kindles  in  the  Heart,  with 
"  Fains  fo  violent,  and  yet  fo  ravijlnng, 
"  that  the  Body  is  almoft  torn  afunder." 

Such  are  the  ecftatic  Raptures  and  Ra- 

vifhments  of  the  Methodijh,  in  their  own 

Words  :    which  we  may  compare   with 

thofe  of  Philip  Nerius,  a  Canonized  Saint ; 

C  "  who 
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''  who  was  fo  full  of  Heavenly  Illapfes^  ajtd 
DhtJie  Love,  that  oftentimes  he  threw 
himfelf  upon  the  Ground,  and  was  forced 
to  cry  out,  //  is  enough,  my  Dear 
Lord,  it  is  enough.  With-hold  a  little,  — 
/  am  not  able  to  endure  Juch  Abundance 
of  Celejlial  Sweetfiefs.  Whereupon  the 
Lord  in  fome  meafure  abated  the  Vio- 
lence of  his  Heat.  But  ftill  wounded 
with  the  Love  of  God,  he  incelTantly 
languiflied,  and  his  Heart  was  fo  agitated 
with  the  impetuous  Motion  of  the  Spirit, 
that  it  fell  a  beating  and  leapijig  with  fuch 
Ribaden.  Violence,  as  muft  have  killed  him,  with- 
M^y  6-  out  a  Miracle.  But  the  Lord  miraculoufly 
M3j;-6°'">;//^r^f^  his  Breaji,  broke  and  elevated 
two  of  his  Ribs,  to  give  the  Heart  Room 
to  play'' 

More  correfpojiding  Circumilances  occur 
in  the  Life  of  M.  Magdalen  of  Pazzi ; 
whom  Clement  IX,  infpired  with  the 
Lights  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  canonized,  April 
28,  1669.  "  The  Spirit  of  God  threw 
her  upon  the  Ground  in  an  Ecjlafy, 
when  her  Countenance  was  fliining  like 
that  of  an  Incarnate  Seraphim.  —  Chrijl 
gave  her  fo  large  a  Share  of  the  Myrrh- 
pofy  of  his  Paffion,  that  frequently  un- 
der an  Alienation  of  her  Senfes  flie  would 
throw  hcrfelf  on  her  Back  on  the 
Ground,  exclaiming,  O  Jefus,  I  can 
endure  no   longer-,     I  cannot  partake  any 

tnore 
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more  •  of  thy-,.  Fains,  —  Often  in  tliefe 
amorous  Tra?ifports  {he.  would  join  her- 
felf  clofe  to  a  Crucifix,  and  Juck  a  di- 
vine Liquor  thence,  which  filled  her 
Soul  with  unfpeakable  Sweetnefs.  —  Her 
Heart  was  fo  inflamed,  that  flie  feemed 
to  be  dijfolved,  and  about  to  return  to 
her  Jirji  Notbifig.  —  Her  private  familiar 
Entertainments,  and  Communications  with 
God,  fo  fired  her  Breaft,  that  fhe 
would  exclaim,  O  Love,  I  can  no 
longer  fupport  your   Flames,  —  7?jy  Heart 

is    not    able     to     contain     you : and 

file   was  obliged  to  fetch  a  Bafon  of  Wa- 
ter, and  pour  it  into  her  Bofom  to  cool 
herfelf. — Her    dead  Body    was    beautifid  ^'^^eafM. 
as    a   precious    Relic    of    Paradije,      ex-  ^^  ^^^'* 
haling  an  agreeable  Odour :    and  the  Bull ^j,  59/ 
of    her    Canonization    begins    with     the^°'6'» 
Incorruption     and    fweet    Odour    of    her  ^'  '^^* 
Body  ;    ufually  term'd  the  Odour  of  Sane- 
ttty. 

We  are  told  by  Spinellus,   "  that  Chri/l~  Maria 
himfelf  came  and  performed  the  Funeral-  ^^'P^^- 
Office  for    a    holy   Virgin  at  her    Death :   ^  " 
and  that  he  anointed  v/ith  the  facred  Oyl 
St  Lydinna  when  fhe  was  dying."     And 
'tis  obfervable,  (and  1  could  bring  a  hun-. 
dred  Inflances)  that  mofl  of  the  Pcpif: 
Saints  dead  Bodies  always   remain  odorous 
and uncorrupted  (while  thofe  of  the  Wick- 
ed ftink  and  rot)  tho'  ever  fo  many  hun- 
C  2  dred 
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dred  Years  after  their  Burial.  This  Mi- 
racle, I  fuppofe,  in  due  Time  will  be  re- 
newed on  the  Body  of  the  Methodiji, 
<*  who  in  her  filent  Grave  fweetly  fleeps 
in  that  Bed  perfumed  by  our  dear  Lord" 
For  how  can  a  Body  be  otherwife,  which 
Chriji  hath  perfumed  and  fpiced  with  his 
own  Hands  ?  Let  her  Grave  be  opened,  I 
dare  engage  fome  of  the  Believers  will  at- 
teft  it.  Tis  certainly  a  greater  Honour 
than  the  Popifi  Graves  receive  by  being 
fprinkled  with  Holy  Water  and  Incenfe : 
and  may  be  the  EfFedt  of  fome  Prayer, 
like  that  in  their  Ofice  of  the  Sick  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Carmelites,  "  O  mofl  merciful 
Lord,  let  her  Soul  joyfully  expire  in 
thy  mo/l  delicious  Embrace,  and  mofi 
fweet  Kifs." 

Through  this  whole  Parallel  you  fee 
all  is  Rapture  and  Ecftafy  j  Divine  Love 
infupportably  violent,  but  ravifhing ;  all 
hifpiration,  all  Heavenly,  all  ^intejfence, 
all  Nothingnefs.  And  why  do  not  the 
Methodifts  equally  merit  a  Canonization  ? 
Either  fomething  like  this  is  their  Due,  or 
elfe  they  mufl  be  thought  to  be  a(5luated 
by  a  Diabolical  Illufion,  • — or  innocent  Mad- 
men, —  or  infamous  Cheats, 

§.3.  And  may  not  Perfons  fo  highly 
loved,  favoured,  and  valued  by  God  and 
the  Wo7:ld  be  allowed  a  little  decent  Pride, 

and 
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and  be  jujily  vain  of  their  own  Worth  ? 
Such  indeed  has  been  the  Cafe  with  the 
Me*hodiJis ;  and  their  great  fwelling  Words 
of  Vanity,  and  proud  Boajiings,  have  been 
carried  to  a  moll:  immoderate  and  infufFera- 
ble  Degree. 

Firft  for  Mr  Whitefield.  His  firft  Ac- 
count of  God's  Dealings  with  him  (befides 
a  deep  Tindiure  of  Superfition^  Enthu- 
fafm,  and  Vain-glory)  is  fuch  a  boyiili, 
ludicrous,  filthy,  nafty,  and  fhamelefs  Re- 
lation of  himfelf,  as  quite  defiles  Paper, 
and  is  fhocking  to  Decency  and  Modefly. 
'Tis  a  perfed:  Jakes  of  Uncleannefs.  And 
yet  he  allures  us,  that  "  he  was  much  introduc. 
"  P^dJ^^  ^'^  •S/'/r/f  to  publilh  it,  —  the  Holy 
"  Spirit  bringing  Things  to  his  Remem- 
"  brance^ — he  had  for  three  Years  prayed  5  Jo^"'"' 
"  for  Strength  to  write  it,  and  at  lall  had  ^^S-  «S- 
"  Power  given,  and  was  afjified  in  it." 
What  any  Man  in  his  Senfes  would  be 
afhajned  to  own,  is  pioiijly  afcribed  to  the 
Holy  Ghoji.  In  Conformity  with  the  wild 
and  Fanatical  Terefa,  who  having  pub- 
lifhed  her  own  Life,  with  all  her  Faults 
and  Vanities,  faith  of  it,  "I  make  this  Preface  to 
"  Relation, — which  to  my  iC'^^j-wZ?^^  our  ^*'' L^^"^- 
"  Lord  himfelf  defired  long  fince,  but  I 
"  durft  not  undertake  it.  And  her  other 
"  Writings  the  Lord  exprefjly  commanded 
"  her  to  publilh.  —  And  becaufe  Our 
5^  Lord  told  it  me,  I  make  a  great  Scruple 

"  of 
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"  of  either  adding,    or  fubftrading,  one 
"  only  Syiliible" 

Y{\%  fi'cond  Dealings  is  fuch  a  thorough 
and  fuUbme  Stain  of  Vain-glory  and  Boaji- 
i?jg.  Self-conceit,  Self-applaufe,  and  Self- 
fiificiency^ — as  {hews  Spiritual  Pride  in  full 
Length,  and  in  its  true  Colours.  The 
fame  Spirit  runs  through  all  his  Journals^ 
&c.  And  I  verily  believe  it  hath  not  its 
Parallel  in  the  World.  Many  have  been 
fo  bloated  with  a  Conceit  of  their  own 
Perfedions,  as  highly  to  be  delighted  with 
the  moft  naufeous  Flatterers :  but  fuch  an 
Inundation  of  ConimendatioJi  from  a  Man's 
oivn  Mouth  is  furely  unexampled.  No  Man 
ever  fo  bedaubed  himfelf  with  his  own 
Spittle. 

It  fliews  fome  Degree  of  Modejly  aiid 
Humility^  when  "  he  thinks  himfelf  not 
I  Dealing.  "  fit  for  Orders^ — till  a  worthy  Friend  told 
pag-37.    "  him,  that  if  St  Paid  were  at  Gloucefter 
"  he  would  ordain  him.  —  Or  when  God 
*'  gives    him    Favour    in    the    Printers 
*'  Sight,  or   in  the  Sight  of  ih.Q  Jaylor -^^ 
and  it  furnifheth  him  too  with  a  Scripture 
Phrafe.      But  he  has  fome    Grounds  for 
Elevation,  "  when  his  Name  is  firft  in  the 
Ncivs-PaperSj  though  he  can't  tell  upon 
what  Occafion  ;  —  began   to  grow  popu- 
lar,   and   had  Honour  even   in  his    owjt 
zDealing.  Country :  —  when    after    Sermon  Enquiry 
Fg^>2.  was  made  who  he  was,  and   there  was 
^'     *  •  fuch 
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fuch  Crowding  to  hear  him :  —  When  a 
heaf^ty  Groan  runs  through  the  Congrega- 
tion, when  he  fpeaks  any  Tiling  affcB- 
ing  ; — and  he  owns  the  Pleafure. of  hearing 
the  Succefs'  of  his  Difcourfe  upon  t^ujo 
little  Qnldren^  whom  he  made  to  cry^ 
and  go  Home  to  their  Prayers  j  —  and 
when  a  little  Girl  of  thirteen  comes  to 
enquire  about  the  State  of  her  Soul,  and 
fays  fhe  was  pricked  through  and  through  3  Jo'^''"- 
with  the  Power  of  tlie  Word."'  "    P-^  3^,  57. 

All  through  his  'Journals  he  oftenta- 
tioufly  difplays  the  ApfMufes^  Acclatnations^ 
and  Huzzas  of  the  People.  "  The  Tide 
"  of  Popularity  began  to  run  very  high  : 
*'  — .1  carried  high  Sails,  Thoufonds  and 
"  ten  Thoufands  came  to  hear  m^c,  —  my 
"  Sermo?2s  were  every- where  called  for, — 
"  when  I  preached,  one  might  walk  upon 
"  People's  Heads  :  —  God  fuftered  them 
"  (the  Oppofers)  not  to  move  a  Tongue 
"  againft  me  :  —  Trees  and  Hedges  full, 
"  all  hufh'd  when  I  began.  —  God  only 
"  can  tell  how  the  Hearers  v/ere  melted 
"  down  :  —  they  would  have  plucked 
"  out  their  own  Eyes,  and  have  given 
"  them  unto  me.  —  I  was  crowded,  ad- 
"  mired, — faluted.  Hands  killed,  hugged, 
"  —  they  melt,  weep,  hang  upon  me, 
"  want  to  falute  me :  —  receive  me  as 
"  an  Angel  of  God:  —  their  Hearts  leap 
"  for  Joy,  —  Bells  ring,  —  exprefs  their 

*'  Love 
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"  Love  to  me  many  Ways.  All  agreed 
"  it  was  never  feen  on  this  wife  before. 
"  — Great  Shouts  of  Rejoicing  at  my 
"  Staying." 

But  what  a  fad  Parting  is  it  always  be- 
tween hhn  and  his  Adtnirers  ?  "  Strong 
"  Cries  and  Tears,  Sighs  and  Groans; 
"  —  ready  to  break  tbeir  Hearts,  and 
*'  his. — Young  and  Old  burft  into  a  Flood 
"  of  Tears,  like  Water  gufhing  out  of  the 
"  flony  Rock.  — 'Twould  melt  every  one 
"  down  to  fee  it.  —  Tongue  can't  ex- 
"  prefs  the  Sorrow :  they  weep  aloud  and 
"  forely,  as  though  mourning  for  the  Death 
"  of  their  Firjl-born" 

What  Bragging  of  Favours,  Entertain- 
ments, Liberalities  and  Prefents,  from 
Gentlemen,  and  efpecially  EleB  Ladies, 
and  HoJiourable  Women .? — "  A  Bank-bill  oi 
"  ten  Pounds,  as  a  Prefent  to  myfelf:  This 
"  I  took  as  a  Hintfrojn  Providence  to  go  on : 
[very  rightly  judged] — "  and  various  Pre- 
3  Journ.  "  fe?2fs  as  Tokens  of  their  Love.  —  Thus 
P^'  •  "  fiall  it  be  do?ie  to  the  Man,  -whom  God 
"  delighteth  to  ho?iour" 

What  Proclamations  of  ViSlory  and 
Triumph  ?  "  They  go  on  conquering,  a?id 
"  to  conquer,  —  ajid  fee  Satan  like  Light- 
"  ning  fall  from  Heaven ;  —  the  Devil  and 
"  his  Servants  rage  horribly." 

Mr  Seward  is  Witnefs,  that  as  to 
"  Entertainments,  they  find  good  Meafure, 

"  frejfed 
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"  P^^Jl^^  ^own,  a7id  riinnhig  o'uef :  —  that 

"  Hell  trembles  before  our  Brother  White- 

*'  field  wherever  he  comes ;    the  Kiiigdoin  Jo^rn. 

"  of  Darknefs  totters,  and  is  flvaken;  and  ^'^ '  ^' ''^' 

"  Vice  fculks  its  guilty  Head,   and  retires 

"  to  fecret  Corners." 

Whitefield  again,  flufhed  with  Succefs ;  4^J°'^^^"- 
"  Come  ye  Pharifees^  come  and   fee  the 
"  Lord  Jefus  getting  himfelf  the  ViBory. 
"  Every  Thing  falls  before  me  :  —  Dear  \-^°"^'"- 
"  Brother  Harris  reminded  me, — and  G^^  and  Let' 

"  f^SS^ft^^  ^^  ^^>  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^   ^^^^^  ^^^^' 
"  JoJJma^  fubduing  the  devoted  Nations, 

"  and  dividing  the  Land." 

But  all  this  v/ill  rather  remind  others 
of  Sacheverel's  triumphant  Progrefs  through 
the  Land,  difpenfing  his  KiiTes,  and  col- 
le(5lirig  his  Prefents,  &c.  —  or  of  a  Royal 
Oculifi  undertaking  infallibly  to  cure  all 
Defedls  of  the  Eyes,  —  or  to  make  them 
(lark  blind. 

Whether  their  Treatment  h^  fnjoothy 
or  rough  j  all  is  Food  for  their  Vanity, 
Bleffed  be  God,  —  who  difpofed  the  Re- 
verend Mr  Penroje,  and  others,  to  3  Jo^rn. 
lend  me  their  P/^i^Z/i.  —  Forbid  to^  -^' 
preach  in  a  Church,  which  rejoiced  me 
greatly,  hord,  ivljy  dofi  thou  thus  ho' 
nour  7ne  /" 

He  has  indeed  the  Grace  to  feel,  and 
be  afured  of,  this  fpiritual  Pride,  and  often 
makes  Confcffon  of  it. 

D  **  Hypo- 
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1  Deal.         "  H\poc7'ify  crept  Into  every  A-dion  :  -^^ 

l-'f'  ''  Self-love/ Self-'ivill,  Pride  and  Envy,  (o 

3'^  4°-     <c  buffeted  .  me  in  their  Turns  :  —  Proud 

''  HcUifi    Thoughts    ufed    to    crowd    in 

<'  upon  mc. —  Out  of  Pride  put  down  in 

"  my  Diary  what  I  gave  away :  —  find 

"  Pride  creeping  in  at  the  End  of  almofl 

»ourn     "  every  Thought, — frequently  enhghten- 

p.Vf.       *'  ed  to  fee  the  Pride  a?id  SelJiJJ.mefs  of  my 

"  Heart." 

Whatever  Liberty  the  Saints  may  have 
to  boaft  fuch  great  Things,  and,  as  the 
Prophet  fpeaks,  to  burn  Picenfe  tinto  Va-^ 
iiity  J  or  however  confiitent  it  be  with 
the  Charader  of  an  Enthu/iajl ;  it  is  per- 
fed:ly  inconfiftent  with  that  Charity,  the 
Love  of  God  and  Man,  which  vaunteth 
not  itfelf]  is  not  piiffed-iip,  doth  not  behave 
itfelf  imfeemly. 

In  comparing  the  Popijh  Fanatics  on 
this  Article,  the  Parallel  will  be  a  little 
defective,  becaufe  they  were  not  fuch  con- 
ftant  and  naufeous  Triuupcters  of  their  cwn 
Praifes ;  leaving  that  Work  to  their  Bre- 
thren and  Legendary  JVr iters  :  from  whom 
we  may  pick  up  enough. 

"  St  Bernardin  was   the   moft  famous 

Pj-eachcr  in  all  Italy  ;    the   Hearers   hung 

upon  his  Lips,  —  they  are  perfedly  afto- 

niflied,  immoveable, — admire  him  as  am- 

on^c.  Or.  fher  Jpojile  fent  from  God,  —  ]k)th  Sexes 

Min.M;iy  come  before  Day  into  the  open  Pbces,  to 

get 
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g;et  a  Place  to  hear  him,  —  cry  and  iigh  at 
his  Dilcourfes." 

Brother  Syhefter    (a  Jcfuit )    run  up 
and  down  every-where  hunting  for  Souls ; 

—  all  Sorts  of  People  fiockcd  from  Towns 

and  Villages,  offering  thcmfehcs  and  //jw-.  Or]  and  in. 
good  Things.     Such  Strength  did  God  give  ^'^^-^^y^ 
him. 

St  Francis's  Words  were  not  empty,  Brev. 
and  meriting  Laughter;  but  perfumed  q^^"'^'' 
with  the  Odour  of  Divine  Revelation^  and 
turning  his  Audience  into  a  vehement  Stu- 
por  and  Admiration :  Young  and  Old, 
Small  and  Great,  both  Sexes  crowded  af- 
ter this  7ie'w  Man  fent  down  from  Heaven^ 
this  frefh  Flower  of  the  World ;  -r-  not 
Room  to  hold  the  Company,  ^ —  no  tread- 
ing on  the  Ground.  —  His  Words  were  a 
burning  FirCy  -r-  Iharp  Arrows  drawn  from 
the  Quiver  of  God,  piercing  the  Heart.  — 
God  {o  exalted  him  with  Glory,  and  made 
him  to  be  honoured  wherever  he  came; 
that  all  came  out  to  meet  him,  to  re- 
ceive him  with  the  utmoft  Reverence  and 
Devotion,  not  as  a  Man,  but  as  an  Angei, 

—  making  him  valuable  Prefents,  and 
begging  him  to  ftay  with  them.  —  And  p°"^°™' 
happy  were  they,  who  could  hear,  o^:  fee,  ,81.  "  ' 
jf^^^^  to  him,  or  touch  \\\\n.  —  Even  Crea- 
tures void  of  Reafon,  Sheep  aiid  Afes, 
would  run  to  hear  him  preach  in  the 
Fields. 

D  2  The 
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itnd.  Foi       The  C>ai:.t  can't  help  omuning  his  Fridc^ 

4*'  and  particularly  in  giving  a  Ma7itle  to  a 

JFow^;j  out   of  Vanity ;     and  that   when 

the   People   hojioiired  him  for  his  SanBity, 

and  kiffed  his  Hands,  he  received  it   with 

great '  Delight.  —  Their  Refpea  to  him, 

he  fays,  is  nothing  in  refpe(51:  of  what  they 

ought  to  fhew ; — they  are  Gainers  by  it, 

hecaufe   they    hereby    recognife  Gody  and 

honour  him  in  his  Creature, 

Ribadcn.       St   Anthony  s   Words  were   as  Flames 

pag.  89,   j^indling  the  Heart, — drew  Sobs  ajid  Hears 

^^'  from   his  Auditors,  —  who   were   happy 

could  they  but  kijs  his  Hand,  or  touch  his 

Garment. 

St  Ignatius  was  remarkable  for  his  fre- 
quent Relapfes  into  his  old  Strain  of  Faiii-r 
Ribaden.  glory, — St  Peter  of  Verona  was  reverenced 
p-  285.  through  all  Italy  like  an  Apofle  j  received 
every-where  with  public  and  folemn  foy^ 
—  with  Throngs  who  cauie  to  jzifs  his 
Handy  and  his  Habit,'* 

As  to  the  Methodifls  being  the  chief 
Objed  Qi  the  Devil's  Hatred,  becaufe  they 
are  to  defray  his  Kingdom^  their  Boafling 
comes  too  late  ;  that  having  been  effeded 
Conform,  before  by  their  Elder  Brethren.  For 
lo\.  52.  (c  t]^£j.p  ^j^g  ^  horrid  Commotion  in  Hell 
at  St  Francis^  Birth^  becaufe  the  Devils 
knew  that  Hell  was  to  be  deftroyed  by 
binty  and  his  Society :  For  which  |le<ifori 
they  aimed  their  Spite  principally  again  ft 

him. 
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hm.-^The  D^j/7  was  enraged  with  Spite 
and  Hatred  again  ft  St  Ignatius  for  the  fanae 
Reafon ;    and  they  often  declared  in  what 
Fear  and  Awe  theyftood  of  him;  know-  Ribaden. 
ing  that  he  was  to  demolilh  their  King-  Fg  53'. 
dom  :  —  they  acknowledged  that  no  SeB  ^Aog.  jc- 
in  the  Univerfe  was  more  odious  to  them  fuit.  pag. 
than  the  Jefuitsr  486. 

Mr  Wejlty^  I  confefs,  is  not  fo  nau- 
feous  and  conftant  in  this  Strain  of  Vain- 
glory :  He  feems  to  lay  his  Plot  deeper^ 
relating  moftly  what  may  redound  to  his 
Honour,  and  then  leaving  his  Pf-ofelytcs 
and  others  to  judge.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, he  can't  help  breaking  out  into  this 
fame  Confidence  of  BQafting.  "  I  think 
*'  verily,  if  the  Gofpel  be  true,  I  am  fafe : 
*'  for  I  give  all  my  Goods  to  feed  the 
•'  Poor,  —  give  my  Body  to  be  burned, 
"  drowned,  or  whatever  God  fliall  ap- 
"  point,  —  I  fhew  my  Faith  by  my  Works , 
"  by  ftaking  my  All  upon  it ;  —  therefore  i  joom. 
"  are  my  Ways  not  like  other  Men's  P- ^7.68, 
**  Ways." — Again,  "  Are  they  read  in  ^* 
"  Philofophyf  So  was  I.  In  antient  or 
*'  modern  Tongues  ?  So  was  I  alfo."  -— 
With  a  long  String  of  Self-Commenda- 
tion. 

"  I  left  London y  —  went  to  Briftol,  —  4  Jo"™* 
<'  furprized  when  I  went  into  the  Room,  P-  ^>' 
*'  jufl  after,  my  Brother  had  ended  his 
**  Sermon.      Some  wept  aloud :      Some 

"  clafpcd 
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"  ckpfed  their  Hands :  Some  fhoute-d  5 
"  the  reft  fang  Praife. — Art  thou  come, 
Pag.  96.  "  fays  another,  fhou  Blejfed  of  the  Lord:' 
A  ftrange  Sort  of  tumultuous  T^riumph  at  a 
religious  Meeting  to  hear  the  Word.  But 
—  fuch  Honour  ha've  all  the  Saints. 

*^  In  applying  which  my  Soul  was  fo 

"  enlarged,  that  methought  I  could  have 

"  cried  out  (in  another   ^tn^Q  than  poor 

"  imn  Archimedes)    Give  me    where  to 

3  Journ.    *'  ftand,    and    I  will    fliake  the   Earth." 

!>.  48.      Were  Archimedes  alive,  furely  he  would 

fee    Reafon    to    return  the   Compliment. 

But,  high  as  this  Boaft  is  of  his  AbilitieSy 

I  think  there  remains  a  higher  Inftance  of 

his  Sujiciency  and  Prefwnpiiony  in  fpeak- 

ing  ot  himfelf  and  his  Brother.     "  The 

''  Wifdom  of  God  has  for  many  Years, 

"  in  a  remarkable  Manner,  guarded  againft 

'^  this  Pretence,  (i.  e.  of  not  employing 

"  fit  Injlruments)    with    Refpe6t    to    7ny 

'*  Brother  and  j?ie    in    particular  —  what 

*'  Perfons  could,  in  the  Nature  of  Things 

**  have  been  (antecedently)  lefs  liable  to 

"  Exception,  with  Regard  to  their  moral 

*'  CharaBer  at  leaft,  than  thofe  the  All- 

**  lijije  God  hath  now  employed  ?   Indeed 

Farther     **  ^  Cannot  devife  what  Manner  of  Men 

App.pag.  "  could   have  been  more  unexceptionable 

^''\>  ^^ I- ^^  on  all  Accounts!' 

One  might  here  well  afk  the  Queftion, 
vvliich  himfelf  puts  to  the  hifidels,  "  May 

"  you 
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"  you  not  difcover,  through  a  thoufand  Farther 
**  Difguifes,  Pride,  Vimity,  Tbirft  ofPraifc,  ^PP-^ 
"  even    (who    would    believe  it?)    of^^^'*' 
"  Knaves  and  Fools  ?"    Or,  do  you  think, 
that  if  any  Regular  Clergyman  Ihould  '^oaimt 
at   this   Rate,   and    proclaim    himfelf  the 
Jittejl  on  all  Accoimts  for  the  highcil  Em- 
ployments,   he  would    not  foon  lofe  his 
Charader^     perhaps    become  the    public 
Laughter,  and  be  biffed  out  of  his  Place  ? 

I  can  at  prefent  think  of  no  Comparifoii 
adequate   to  this  of  Mr  Wejley   a?id  his 
Brother,  but  that  of    St  Francis  and  St 
Vominic ;  the  Story  of  whom  we  have  in 
many  authentic  Writers.     "  When    Chrijl  Ribaden. 
"  had    hfted    up    his  Hand,    with  three  P^S;  574. 
"  Lances  in  It,  ready  to  deftroy  Mankind  Aug"^,' 
"  for  their  Wickednefs,  the  Virgin  Mary  Surius. 
"  prevailed  upon  him  to  flop  his  Hand,  J°"^'  ^' 
*'  till  two  Servants  and  Clients  of  hers,    "^"  ^' 
"  St  Dominic  and  St  Francis^  fliould  be 
"  fent  to  Reform  the  World  by  their  La^ 
"  hours  and  Preaching!'     They    are   tlie 
fame  Pair  of  Saints^  whom  the  Pobe  In  a 
Vifion  faw   manifeftly  fupporting  the  tot- 
tering Lateran  on  their  Shoulders  ;  Wherg- 
by  his  infallible  Ilolinefs  found  himfelf  im- 
mediately direBcdbv  Heaven  to  confrm  their 
refpective  Orders  and  Rules^  though  averfe 
to  it  before.     Brev.  Roman.  Oct.  5.  Le^t. 
6.  6?;  Ribaden.  pag.  J74. 
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f  }odrh.  Mr  Whitejield,  I  obferved,  often  owiis 
P^'g-^*-  his  own  Fride:  and  Mr  Wejley  %s, 
«  By  the  moft  infallible  of  Proofs,  in- 
«  it'tfr^  Feeling ;  I  am  convinced  of  Fride, 
«  Gfr."  I  lliall  take  their  Word  for  it, 
and  proceed  to  obferve,  how  their  Followers 
foon  catch  the  Contagion,  and  are  naturally 
and  eafily  puffed-up  with  a  fancied  fuperior 
Ktiowkdge,  Gifts,  and  Graces  ;  after  being 
cajoled  by  their  Leaders  with  ample  Pro- 
mifes,  ExpeBatiohs  and  Ajjurances. 
Pag  10  The  accurate  Author  of  Obfer'vatioiis  oh 
their  ConduB  ]\i{i\y  aiks,  "  Whether  thofe 
"  exalted  Strains  in  Religion,  and  ah 
**  Imagination  of  being  already  in  a  State 
"  of  Perfedfion,  are  nof  apt  to  lead  Men 
"  into  Spiritual  Pride,  and  to  a  Contempt 
"  of  their  Fellow-Chrijiians  3  while  they 
•'  confider  them  as  only  going  on  in  the 
**  low  and  imperfcdi  Way  ^  -—  and  into  a 
"  Difefteem  of  their  Superiors,  as  in  a  much 
"  lower  DiJpenfationV  And  Mr  Law 
(whom  they  fo  much  admire  on  other 
Accounts ;  and  whom  I  fhall  have  Occafion 
to  quote  again)  in  his  T'reatife  of  Regenera- 
tion, "  Now  who  may  be  thought  the 
*'  moft  likely  to  come  into  this  Religion  t 
*'  [He  is  fpeaking  of  the  Methodifts,  and 
Pag  85,  "  their  DodJrines']  Not  he,  who  is  deeply 
88,  94.  cc  Jjji^jl^l,,^  that  abhors  Selfjiijlification.  — 
"  Is  there  not  likely  to  be  Self-feeking, 
"  Self-confidence,  Self-trufl,  Self-deceit? 

"  — Par- 


(  25  ) 
«  —  Particular  Impreffions,  fenfible  Cow- 
«  virions,  ftrong  TafleSy  high  Satisfac- 
«  //^^j,  —  if  much  fought  for,  or  refied 
*'  in,  they  minifter  Food  to  a  Spiritual 
"  Self-love y  —  and  lay  the  Foundation  of 
•*  Spiritual  Pride.-— Thty  may  fill  us  with 
"  Self-fatisfaBioriy  aftd  Self-ejleem^  and 
"  prompt  us  to  defpife  others  that  want 
"  them,  as  in  a  poor,  mean^  and  reprobate 
"  State!"  With  much  more  well  deferv- 
ing  the  ferious  Confideration  of  the 
Methodijls. 

Of  fuchd.  Tendency  to  Pride,  exemplified 
in  Fad,  Mr  fVeJley  himfelf  gives  us  feveral 
Injlances.  "  I  met  with  one,  who  hav- 
**  ing  been  lifted  up  with  the  Abundance 
"  of  Joy  which  God  had  given  her,  had 
"  fallen  into  fuch  Blafphemies  and  vain 
"  hnaginationSy  as  are  not  common  to 
"  Men.  In  the  Afternoon  I  found  ano- 
"  ther  Inftance,  nearly,  I  fear,  of  the 
**  fame  Kiyid :  One,  who  after  much  of 
**  the  Love  of  God  fhed  abroad  in  her  4  Joum. 
"  Heart,  was  become  wife  far  above  what  P^S  54- 
"  is  written. — I  earneftly  befought  them 
"  all  to  keep  clear  of  vain  Speculations.  — 
"  While  we  were  in  the  Room,  Mrs 
"  J—^s  took  the  Bible  to  read :  But  on  a 
"  fudden  threw  it  away,  faying,  /  am 
"  good  e?2ough.  I  will  72ever  read  or 
"  pray  more :  —  I  dont  defire  to  be  any 
'5  better  than  I  am.  She  fpoke  many 
E  "  Things 
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4loarn.    ^^  Tilings    to    the   fame  Effect;    plainly 
pag.  66.    ,,  fhewing  that  the  Spirit  of  Pride,  and 
"  of  Lyes,  had  the  full  Dominion  over 
"  her. — 

I   was  with  one,  who  told  me,  "  that 

*'  hitherto  flie  had  been  taught  of  Man, 

"  but  now  llie  taught  of  God  only"  was 

She  added,  "  that  God  had  told  her,  not 

"  to    partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper,    any 

"  more,  iince  fhe  fed  upon  Cbriji  continu- 

Ibid.        *'  allyT     O  who  is  fecure  from   Satan's 

p-'g-  So.    transforrning  himfef  into  an  Angel  of  Light  ? 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Teachers 

themfelves  would  duely  weigh  their  own 

RefeBions  j    and  that  all  others  would  ab- 

ftain  from  fuch  a  Difpenfation,  which  con- 

feffedly  leads  People  into  thefe  horrid  £x- 

perlences  of  Blafphemy  and  Pride. 

The  famous  Enthifaji  Mrs  Boiirignon, 
who  affumed  the  Charader  of  an  Infpired, 
(with  whofe  Writings  I  find  fome  of  the 
Methcdifts  are  not  unacquainted  ;  as  if  they 
had  not  Wildnefles  enough  in  their  own 
Solid  Vir-  Brains;)  has  the  Acutenefs  to  obferve,  "  that 
tue.p.iic  «£  ^i^g  Prefumption  of  Afurancesx^  the  De- 
ceits De^'cice,  deluding  People  by  fenjibk 
Ccnfolations  and  Sweetnefs,^  and  bringing 
them  into  the  ntmof  Peril:  —  that  the 
Devil  faftens  Men  to  thefe  SenfMities, 
and  makes  them  thereby  'vaiji  and  proud. 
— When  we  take  Pleafure  in  them,  we 

"  turn 
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"  turn    from    Go^.  —  'Tls    the   Dc-vih 
"  Snare.'' 

§.  4.  One  would  think  their  Bladde?-  of 
Pride  and  Vain-glory  were  now  fufficiently 
fivelled:  but  it  feems  it  muft  be  blown  up. 
more.  One  of  their  Preachers  efpecially, 
and  fometimes  others  of  them,  are  fo  p?'e- 
Jumptuous  as  to  be  fond  of  co?nparing  them- 
felves  with  Patriarchs,  Prophets^  and  A^ 
pojlles ;  and  even  with  Chriji  himfelf. 

They  cannot  open  the  Bible^  and  there- 
by turn  the  Holy  Scriptures  into  a  Lottery^ 
but  they  are  fure  of  a  Prize  -,  fome  Pa?ic- 
gyric  upon  themfelves  and  Profelytes ;  or 
fome  fpecial  DireBion  and  InJlriiBion. 
They  cannot  read,  or  hear,  Lefons,  Pfalnis, 
Epijiles  and  Gofpels  j  but  they  have  Saga- 
city enough  to  find  fomething  peculiarly 
concerning  themfehes.  And  they  feem  to. 
be  intent  upon  this  very  Purpofe.  As  if 
the  ivhole  Bible  were  a  fort  of  Prophecy 
(defigned  at  leaft  by  way  of  Accommodation) 
of  their  Mijjion ;  and  entirely  interefted  in 
the  Honour  and  Advancement  of  their  va- 
luable PerfonSy  and  impoj'tant  Whims. 

Former  Fanatical  Saints  will  fupply  us 
with  fufficient  Parallels  of  this  Nature  ; 
particularly  the  fame  Mrs  Bourignon^ 
whofe  Sagacity  found  out  "  many  Things 
in  Scripture  which  were  fulfilled  in  her : — 
flie  was  the  Woman  foretold  in  the  Apoca- 
E  2  lypjc. 
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lypfe^  that  had  the  Church  in  herfelf,  chath- 
ed  with  the  Su?2,  and  having  the  Moon  un- 
der her  Feet.  She  made  herfelf  equal  to, 
if  not  greater  than,  the  Apofiles^  whq 
underfiood  only  in  Fart.  Jefus  was  but 
partly  the  Seed  of  the  Woman ;  with  fpmq 
Hints  that  fie  and  her  Works  were  com- 
pletely foT 

But  for  this  Sort  of  Frefumption  I  don't 
know  a  fuller  Comparifon  than  The  Book  of 
Conformities  between  the  Lives  of  fefus 
Chrift  and  St  Francis.  'Tis  a  large  Folio, 
written  by  Bartholomceus  de  Fifs^  ^pptying 
moft  of  the  magnificent  FrediBions  in  the. 
Bible  to  St  Francis^  making  him  better 
than  feveral  of  the  Apo/llesy  and  even  fu- 
perior  to  Chrif  as  to  Miracles.  The  Book 
was  printed  at  Milan,  1510,  with  the 
Licence  and  Approbation  of  the  General 
Chapter  of  the  Francifcans,  as  written  by 
the  Favour  of  God,  and  wanting  no  Cor- 
reSlion.  From  this  Edition  was  extrad:ed 
T^he  Alcoran  of  the  Fraficifcans.  But  it 
feems  CorreBioji  was  afterwards  found  ne- 
ceflary ;  and  the  Book  was  re-publifijed  at 
Bononia,  in  1590,  (which  is   xh&  Edition 

I  ufe)  wherein  many  of  its  extravagant 
Fables  and  Blafphemies  are  omitted. 

I  Dealing       To  begin  then.     "  God,  {ays  Mr  White- 
^•'g  "•    *' feld,  fcparated  me  even  from  my  M?- 

II  thers  Womb  for  the  Work,  i.  e.  Metho- 

V  difmr 
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^*  difjn''     As  he  did  Ifaiah,  Ch.  xlix.   i. 
and  Jeremiah^  i.  5. 

Chriji    fo   loved   Magdalen    of  Pazzi,  Life. 5.1. 
that  he  chofe  her  for  his  Spotife  from  her 
Mother's  Womb. 

"  My  Sufferings  were  of  an  uncommon  'Dealing. 
"  Nature  j — Sata?2  feem'd  to  have  defired  ^^'  ^  * 
"  Pie  in  particular,  to  Jift  me  as  Wheat.'' 
Becaufe  Chriji  faid  this  of  St  Peter. 

When  he  is  ill,  "  fully  convinced  that  ibid.  p. 
"  Satan  had  as  full  a  Poffeflion  given  over  37- 
f*  my  Body,  as  he  had  once  over  yob's." 

When  ffcupid,  and  "  unable  to  compofc  Ibid,p.67. 
"  any  Thing, — I  found  a  Quotation  out 
"  of  Ezekiel,  that  Toung  Prophet,  Thou 
*'  P^alt  be  dumb ;  hut  when  I  /peak  unto 
5*  thee,  then  fialt  thou  /peak.  Which 
f*  made  me  quite  eafy."  The  fame  was  Conform. 
St  Fraficiis  Cafe.  ^°^-  '^^' 

When  in  his  Surplice  to  be  Ordained,  i  Dealing. 
he  is  like  Samuel  Jlanding  before  the  Lord  ^^S-  ^8. 
in  a  Linen  Ephod. 

After  Ordination,  "  I  feel  the  Holy  Ghojl  3  Journ. 
"  as  much  as  Elijha  did  when  Elijah  dropt  ^^s- 18. 
**  his  Mantle. — A   double   Portion    of  his 
"  Spirit  is  upon  me  indeed!' — St  iv-^mi  Cojiform . 
was  like  Elijha,  by  poffeffing  a  double  Pro-   °  "  ^'^  • 
phetick  Spirit. 

With  a  Rabble  at  his  Heels,  "  he  is 
"  like  yojhua,  conquering  the  devoted  Na- 
f*  tions,  and  dividing  the  Land." 

With 
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With  refpedl  to  the  EJiablified  Clergy, 

"  Though  'we  are  but  few,  and  ftand  as  it 

"  were  alone,   hke  Elijah',   and   though 

"  like  the  Priejis  of  Baal^  they  are  many 

5  Joum.    "  in  Number ;  yet  I  doubt  not  but  the 

p-  3'-      "  Lord  will  appear  for  us." 

In  one  of  his  Reveries,  "  he  walks  with 
God  in  the  Garden — and  fees  him  Face  to 
FaccT — As  Adam  and  Mofes  did. — "  Bro- 
ther Syhejier,  a  Francifcan,  talked  with 
God  as  one  Friend  doth  with  another, 
like  another  Mofes.  Mrs  Bonrigmn  had 
Communion  with  God,  as  familiar  as  one 
Child  with  another  y 

On    reading   the  firfl   Lejfon,    "  about 

3  Joum.   "  the    Oppofition    to    Aaron  s    Priejihood-, 

p.  30.  "  God  determining  who  was  in  the  right, 
"  by  caufing  his  Rod  to  bloffom,  when  the 
"  other  Rods  produced  nothing.  So  let  it 
"  happen,  0  Lord,  to  me,  thine  unworthy 
"  Servant:' 

On  reading  the  fecond  LefTon,  "  where 
"  St  Paid  recounted  his  Sufferings  for 
"  Chrift,  againfl  the  Infmuations  of  the 
"  Falfe  Apojlles ;  Bleffed  he  God,— I  have 
"  in  mo  ft  ihings  there  recorded,  in  fome 
"  fmall  Degree  had  Fellow fip  with  the 
"  Apoftle-,  and  before  I  dye,  I  doubt  not 
"  but  I  fiall  fympathize  with  him  in  moft 

Ibid.  "  Other  Articles. — The  People  were  intent 
"  upon  me :  their  Eyes  befpoke  the  Lan- 

"  guage 
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*'  guage  of  their  Hearts :  Each  feem'd  to 
"  lay,  Thou  art  the  Man." 

"  The  Lejfons,  you  fay,  Sir,  were  fo 
i^ery  remarkable^  that  in  reading  you  could 
iK)t  forbear  bliijlnng  tnuch ;"  which  fliews 
that  you  made  the  Application.  The  Clergy 
are  the  Rebels  againfi  Aaron  s  Miniftry^ 
the  Clergy  are  the  Falfe  ProphetSy  you  are 
AaroUj  you  St  Paul.  And  did  not  you 
blujh  in  writing  this  ?  The  Iniinuation  is 
as  modeft  as  your  Prayer  is  charitable^  that 
no  Teacher's  Labours  and  Preaching  may 
produce  any  Thi?igy  except  your  own. 

You  was  obferved  to  be  a  Cherubim  in  Conform. 
preaching  :  and  St  Francis  one  of  the  *S^-  F°^-  273- 
raphims. 

And  yet  this  will  not  fuflice  :  you  mufl 
even  co?npare  yourfelf  with  Chrijl^  and 
boldly  apply  to  your  own  Reverence  what 
was  fpoken  of  hi7n. 

Thus,  "  At  my  firft  fetting  out — I  grew  i  Deal, 
in  favour  both  with  God  and  Man."  P^S-  33- 

At  fome  Oppoiition  from  the  Clergy  you  3  Journ. 
fay,  "  Had  another  came  in  his  own  Name^  P^S-  ^Q- 
him  they  woidd  have  received^'     They  have 
no  MiJJion^  come  when  they  are  not  called  \ 
you  are  the  Sent  of  God. 

Accordingly,  "  Lord  thou  calledft  me.  Ibid. 
«  Lo  !  I  come  to  do  thy  Will.   And,  blefTedP^S-  ^4. 
*'  be  Gody  there  is  one  coming  after  me." — 
Meaning,  I  fuppofe,  Mr  IFefley, 

III 
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5  journ.       In  preaching,  "  my  Heart  was  full  of' 

pag.  io8-cc  Qq^^  and  I  /pake  as  one  having  Autho- 

"  rify.''     Spoken  of  Chriji,  Matt.  vii.  29. 

Ribaden.  So  alfo  St  Ignatius  fpoke,  tanquam  potef" 

pag-  549-  tatem  babens,  as  one  having  Authority. 

3  Journ.       "  Had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  my  Au- 

pag  55-     "  dience  fo  much  increafed— no  lefs  than 

"  twenty  Thoufand  prefent.     Biejfed  are  the 

*'  Eyes  which  fee  the  Things  which  we  fee!* 

Words  peculiar  only  for  thofe  who  faw 

Chrifl  in  the  FlefJj.  Luke  x.  23. 

So  the  Difciples  of  St  Francis^    fore- 
knowing his  Deflination  to  Honour,  were 
Conform,  like  Abraham^  who  rejoiced  to  fee  Chrifl' $ 
Fol.  3 1 .    Day^    and  were  glad ;    and  this   foretold 
their  feeing  St  Francis. 

During  his  Attendance  on  public k  Wor- 
Jhip'y  "  In  the  fecond  Leffon  were  thefe 
5  Journ.  "  remarkable  Words,  And  the  High  Frieflsy 
pag.  50.  <i  ^;^^  f^Q  Scribes,  and  the  Chief  of  the 
"  People  fought  to  deflroy  him,  but  they 
•*  could  not  find  what  they  might  do  to  him  : 
"  For  all  the  People  were  attentive  to  hear 
"  him:' 

In  Expediation  of  meeting  his  Difciples  j 
— "  When  Jefus  was  returned y  the  People 
Journ.  "  gladly  received  him  j  for  they  were  all 
pag.  1 8.  "  waiting  for  him,  Thefe  laft  Words 
"  were  remarkably  preffed  upon  me,  when 
"  I  was  confulting  God, — whether  I  fhould 
"  return  to  England:' 

In 
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In  the  melancholy  Hour  oi parting  from  3  ]^^yi- 
his    Difcipks  ;  —  "  they    weep   for    M):  P'-'  ^•^• 
JVJjitefidd  as  though  they  were  mowviing 
for  the  Death  of  their  Firjl-bornr  —  "  At 
*'  the  Thoughts  of  parting,  fays  Mr  Se~ 
^'  ivard,  with  fo  dear  a  Companion  as  Bj^o^ 
"  ther  Whitefield,    I  could    think    of  no-^ 
"  thing,  but  Chrifs  parting  from  his  £)//-  journ. 
*'  ciples^  and  his  telling  them,  //  is  expc-  P-  '5.  ^^' 
"  dient  for  you  that  I  go  away  :  for  if  I 
"  go  not  awayy  the  Comforter  will  not  come  : 
"  but  if  I  depart^  I  will  fend  him  imtoyoiu 
"  And   fefus  Chrijl  was  not  worfe  than 
"  his  Word.  —  I  was  comforted  for  the 
"  Abfence  of  Brother  Whitefield  by  thil 
"  Text^  A  little  While ^  and  ye  fiall  fee  me^ 
"  and  again  a  little  While,    and  ye  Jhall  not 
"  fee'  ??ieJ' 

Had  gny  one  but  a  Sai?7t  tlms  applied 
our  Lord's  Words,  it  would  have  looked 
Yikt prof a7ie  Drollery .  But  luckily  it  jumps 
in  with  St  Dofninic^  Words,  at  whcfc 
Beck  the  De'vils  trembled,  when  he  was 
leaving  this  World  ;  "  Weep  not,  my  dear-i 
"  eft  Friends,  nor  let  mxy  corporeal  De-^ 
"  parture  trouble  you  :  I  fliall  be  more 
"  ufeful  to  you  in  the  Place  whither  I 
"  am  going,  than  I  was  here :  and  you 
*'  will  have  me  a  better  Advocate  after  my- 
^'  Death,  than  you  could  have  me  in  this 
"  Life."  Anthonin.  Florsntin.  See  Mor- 
ncci  Myflcriiim  hliqidtatis.  Pag.  346, 

F  **  One 
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"  One  Day  perceiving  an  uncommon 
T)rougbt^  and  diiligreeable  Clamminefs  in 
my  Month,  and  ufing  Things,  but  in 
vain,  to  allay  my  T^hlrjl^  it  was  juggefted 
to  me,  that  when  Chnft  on  the  Crofs  cried 
out,  /  thhji^  his  Sufferings  were  near  at 
an  End.  Upon  which  I  cried  out,  I 
I  Deal,  thirjl !  I  thirji  ! —  foon  after  I  was  deliver- 
p^g  48-  ed."  Is  not  this  enough  to  make  one's 
Ears  tingle  ? 

But  there  is  worfe  ilill.      He  prefumes 
to  rob  our  Saviour  of  his  very   Offce  of 
1  Deal.     Redeemer.     "  Tho'  Satan  for  fome  Weeks 
pag.  46.    c{  \yr^^    \)Qtn    biting   my   Heel,    God  was 
"  pleafed  to  fliew  me,   that  /  fhould  foon 
"  bruife  bis  Head!'       In    another    Place 
indeed    he   allows  his   Brother-Methodijis 
3  journ.    a  Share  of  this  Prerogative :    "  Though 
p.  86.       "  Satan  is    permitted  to  bruife  our  Heel, 
"  yet    we    fhall    in    the    End   bruife  his 
"  Heady     But  in  both  Places  this  'Rob- 
bery   is   committed  without  any  Allow- 
ance   to    Chrift,     or    Intimation    of   his 
doing  it  by  Mr  Whitefield's  Means,  or  In- 
ftrumcntality  of  the  Mcthodifts.     The  Fa- 
pifls  affign  this  faving  Office  to  the  Virgiti 
Mary,  ipja  conteret  ferpeniis  caput,  fe  fhall 
bruife  the  Serpent's  Head :    And  Madam 
Bourignon  is  vain  enough  to  publifli,  that 
fejus  Chriji  was  partly   the  Seed  of    the 
Woman,  but  that  her  BoBrines  a?id  Wri- 
tings were  to  be  fo  in  the  fidl  Accomplift)- 

ment. 
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ment.     But  at  length,  it  feems,  the  Ho- 
nour belongs  to  Mr  Wbitefield  and  Com- 

Nor  is  this  much  unlike  the  blafpbc' 
PIOUS  Saying  of  the  Francifcans,  "  that 
"  Jefus  Chrijl  faved  the  World  hcjore  St 
"  Francis  came,  but  he  aftcrivards:' 

Whatever  Excufes  may  be  made,  or 
however  Mr  JVIoiteJjeld  may  difclaim  any 
fuch  exalted  Intention ;  to  this  high  De- 
gree of  Prefwnption  the  Words,  as  they 
fland  in  his  journals,  do  in  Reality  a- 
mount.  And  we  may  reafonabiy  think, 
that  fuch  Perfons  by  fuch  Expreflions  ei- 
ther are  biirlejquing  the  Scriptures^ — or  run 
mad  ^ith  Pride.  According  to  a  very 
flivourable  Conftrualon,  "  Vanity  of  Va- 
"  nities  :  all  is  Vanity T  And  feeing  not 
another,  but  their  own  Lips  thus  extol 
them,  it  brings  to  Mind  the  CharaSler  of 
that  Antichriftian  Pouter  (Rev.  xiii.  5,  6.) 
To  whom  was  given  a  Month  fpeaking 
great  Things,  —  a?id  he  opened  his  Mouth  in 
Blafphemy. 

Upon  our  charging  the  Methodifts  "  with  Fartlier 
«  making  themfelves  like  the  Apojiles,  Mr  ^^f^^. 
»'  Wefley  calls  this  a  filly  Ohje5lion,  —  be- 
"  caufe  every  Man  ought  in  forne  RefpcBs 
"  to  be  like  Apo/lles,  —  in  holy  Tempers, 
"  Exemplarinefs  of  Life,  Labours  for  the 
"  Good  of  Souls."  Who  doubts  it  ?  or 
blames  any  Mortal  for  it?  'Tis  not  for 
F  2  making 
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making  the  Apojlles  an  Example  of  Holi- 
hefs,  &c.  that  we  fix  our  Charge  on  the 
MethodiftSj  but  for  Unhcliiiefs,  in  proud 
Bcajiings  of  a  like  DigJiity  and  Authority  ; 
for  Pretenfions  to  Infpiration^  and  other 
extraordinary  GiftSy  and  miraculous  Powers^ 
(as  will  farther  appear  anon)  and  even 
comparing  themfelves  with  our  Lord^ 
inftead  of  our  ObjeSfion  being  filly ^  their 
Solution  of  it  is  fiuffiing  aud  prevaricating. 
The  Wind  hath  bound  them  up  in  her  Wi?igs, 
and  carried  them  away  into  the  Regions 
of  Vanity,  to  the  Borders  of  Blafphemy. 

§.  5.  Another  prefwnpimiis  Flight  ufu- 
al  among  Entkfiajls  is  the  AfFedlation  of 
Trophefying,  and  other  miracidous  Gifts  and 
Operations :  A  fuppofed  Power  of  this 
Nature  not  only  fwelling  their  Vanity, 
but  promoting  their  Caufe  5  as  it  gratifies 
a  natural  Itch  of  peeping  into  Futurity,^ 
and  tends  to  induce  a  Belief  of  their  D/- 
vine  Infpi ration.  And  this  alfo  is  an  Ar- 
ticle in  Charge  againfl:  Methodifm. 

Firfi:  for  Prophecy.  Mr  Whitefield  was  a 
very  early  Nibhlcr  at  this,  and  a  great 
Dealer  in  Omens,  Prefages,  and  other  Di- 
vinations concerning  himfelf  and  his  i2ew 
Difpenfation.  Nor  can  we  read  the  Lives 
o^-^ny  great  Men,  but  we  find  fuch  Kind 
of  Auguries,  relating  to  their  Birth,  Ex- 
ploits, and  Fortunes.     And    although  what 

I  fliali 
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I  fhall  mention  may  feem  trivial  and  ri^ 
dicukiis  J    it  will  however  Jhew  the  Ma?:, 
and  has  no  doubt  had  a  due  Influence  on 
his  Followers. 

Firft  in  Order  is  the  "  Circumftance  of 
"  his  being  born  in  an  Inn^  the  Bell- Inn 
"  at  Gloiicejler^  —  which  was  of  great  Ser- 
"  vice  to  me,  fays  he,  and  excited  my 
"  Endeavours  to  follow  the  Example  of 
"  my  dear  Saviour ^  who  was  torn  in  a  i  Deal. 
"  Manger  belonging  to  an  Bin"  i.  e.  Be-  P^g-  ^* 
ing  born  in  an  Inn  makes  him  like  Chrijl, 
who  was  not  born  in  an  Inn-j  —  nor,  that 
I,  or  he,  can  tell,  in  a  Manger  belonging 
to  an  Inn,  From  the  Circumflance  of  the 
Sign  of  the  Bell  he  might  more  aptly 
have  prophefied^  that  in  Time  he  fhould 
become  as  founding  Brafsy  —  or  the  Bells 
every-where  ri?jg  for  him,  on  making  his 
public  Entrance. 

His  Omen  however  correfponds  to  that 
of  the  famous  Pope  Hildebrand,  whofe 
Father  being  a  Carpenter ^  it  was  thence 
prefaged,  that  he  fhould  be  Chriffs  Vicar, 
and  have  imiverfal  Dominion. 

And  no    lefs    a  Man  than  the  Fopes  Anna!. 
Champion^  Barcnius,  hath  alTured  us,  that  J?/3' 
his  being  like  his  Saviour,  the  Carpenter  s 
Son ;  and  his  carving  out  merely  by  Chance 
before  he   knew   Letters,   Dominabiiur  a 
tnari  ad  mare,   he  Jhall  rule  from  Sea  to 
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Sea,    were   certairjly   divine  Oflents.  • . 

To  compleat    the   Comparifon    too,    it   is 

pofiible  Mr  Whitejield  may  have  been  fo 

happy  as  to  write  this  Prefage,  before  he 

^new  Letters. 

Annal.  The  Other  Circumflance,    that    "   his 

Mother  ufed  to  fay,  while  he  was .  an 

Infant,  that  fhe  expedted  more  Comfort 

"  from  him  than  any  other  of  her  Chil- 

"  dren,"  has  Variety  of  Parallels   in  the 

Popijh     Legends,     where     the     Mothers 

Dreams  are  fo  often  made  Prophecies  of 

Conform,  the  Son  s  Grandeur.     "  When  St  Francis 

Foi.  17.     ^y^g  i^jjj.    ]j^   ^  fecular  State,    his  Mother 

by    divine    Influence    faid.    What  do  you 

thijik  that  Son  of  mine  will  turn  out  ?    By 

Grace  he  will  be  a  Child  of  God. St 

Ribadcn.    Domini cs    Mother,     befides     her    Dream 
pag-  570.  of  having  a  Dog  in  her  Womb,  with  a 
burning   Torch   in    his  Mouth,    had    the 
good  News  by  Revelation,  that  fhe  fhould 
have  a  Son  endowed  with  many  Gifts  and 
Virtues." 
Ibid.  pag.      '«  One  Morning  I  faid  to  my  Sijler,  — 
•^'  "  God  intends  fomething  for  7ne,  — will 

"  provide  for  me  fome  Way  that  we 
*'  cannot  apprehend.  How  I  came  to 
"  fay  thefe  Words,  I  know  not.  But 
''  God  afterwards  fliewed  me  they  came 
"  from  him.  —  I  dreamed,  that  I  was  to 
"  fee  God  on  Mount  Sinai:  —  this  made  a 
*'  great  Iniprefjion  upon  me^  and  a  Gen- 

"  tlewofnan. 
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"  tkwoman,    to   whom   I    told   It,    fald, 
"  George^  this  is  a  Call  from  God. — One  Ribaden. 
"  Night  an  unaccountable,  but  very  ftrong    ^S-  ^^• 
"  Iiivprejjion  was  made  upon   my  Heart, 
*'  that  I  fhould  preach  quickly. — God  has 
"  lince    Ihewn    whence   that    Impreffion 
*'  came."     A    notable    Impreffion    truly, 
that   one    deiigned   for   a  Scholar   Ihould 
come  to  preach.  But  in  the  Jecond  Edi-  Pag  13. 
tio?i  of  his  Dealings^  when  he   recollects 
that  he  was  now  in  Print ^  he  cunningly 
flips  in  by  Way  of  Amendment  to   his 
Dream,  "  that  I  ihould  preach  and  priJit 
"  quickly,"  which  \s  prophcjying  of  a  Thing 
after  it  came  to  pafs. 

He  has  prophetic  Notice  of  a  future  Con- 
verfation  with  a  Lord,  and  of  his  Money 
jingling  in  his  Hand.  "  God  was  pleafed  i Dealing. 
*'  to  give  me  pre^oious  Notice  of  it. — I 
"  dr earned  that  I  was  talking  with  his 
*'  Lordjbip,  and  that  he  gave  me  fome 
"  Gold  J  v/hich  feemed  to  found  agai?i  in 
*'  my  Hands. — Afterwards  he  made  me  a 
"  Prefent  of  five  Guineas ,  which  did  found 
"  again  in  my  Hands." — 

You  hereby  fee  the  Man,  and  his  fii- 
perjlitioifly  Enthufafiick  Head.  Othsrwife 
it  would  be  as  idle  a  Thing  to  repeat,  as 
in  him  to  write,  thefe  frivolous  Omens, 
Drea?ns,  Imprefjions,  Revelations, -^-all  Pro- 
phetical. 

There 
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t'here   is   a   plain   Intimation   alfo    of 

this     Prophetick    Spirit     m     Mr    JVeJIey. 

*'  For  fome  Time  I  had  vifited  a  Soldier 

"  in    Prifon    every    Day.     But — I    told 

■    "  him,     Do  not    expedi    to  fee    ine    any 

"  inore^ — /  believe  Satan  ivill  feparate  tis 

"  for   a    Seafon.     Accordingly^    the    next 

"  Day    I    was  informed,    that  the  Co;;?- 

4  Journ.    "  jnanding  Officer  had  given  ftrid:  Orders, 

P^g-  3°-    <c  (j^at  neither  Mr  We/ley,  nor  any  of  his 

"  People,  fhould  be  admitted." 

But  in  the  Progrefs  of  their  Miniftry 

they  rife  higher,  and  come  to  PrediBions 

of  greater  U  kings,    v^ith   regard  to  thetn- 

felves,  and  Increafe  and    Dilatation  of  the 

2  Journ.    Family  of  Methodifm. — Hence  "  the  great 
P'9-o5-u  Work,  which  God  intends,  and  is  no^ 

"  beginning  to  work  over  all  the  Earth." 

3  Journ.    — Hence,  fays  Mr  Whitcfield,  ''  God  will 
P-^  3.  «  » tc  n-jake  his  Power  to  be  known  in  77ie.' — 

"  And  yet  7  frjall  fee  greater  Things  than 
"  ihtk.'-^I  fjall  be  exalted. — There  cer- 
"  taijily  will  be  a  fulfilling  of  thofe  Things 
"  which  God  by  his  Spirit  hath  fpoken 
*'  unto  my  Soul. — There  are  many  Pro- 
"  mifes  to*  be  fulfilled  in  me. — This,  I 
*'  know  j  whit  I  have  fpoken  from  God 
"  will  come  to  pafs :  Lo  !  it  will  !— - 
tetters.  "  Qur  glorious  Soul-Brother  had  it 
"  revealed  to  him  in  Spirit,  thefe  two 
"  Years,  that  fome  fjch  as  he  lliould  be 
**  fern  of  God  into  thefe  Parts." 

"  The 
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"  The  Lord  revealed  himfelf  to  a  Child 
**  about  (even  Years  old  in  an  amazing 
"  Manner;  —  in  a  Rapture^  and  by  the 
*'  uncommon  Earneftnefs  the  Spirit  gave 
*'  her  to  wreftle  for  the  Churches^  fhe 
"  thought  that  an  uncommon  Work  would 
"  be  wrought  on  the  Earth.  Many  fuch 
"  InlUnces  of  the  Outpouring  of  the  Spirit 
"  we  have  among  us." 

Sometimes  Mr.  White  field  throws  out 
his  FrediSliom  of  the  Fcrfeciitio?u  he  is 
to  undergo,  and  (according  to  his  ufual 
Modefty)  in  Analogy  to  the  Sufferiiigs  of 
Chrift,  '"  Yet  a  little  while,  and  a  fuf- 3  Jot^rn- 
"  fering  Time  will  come.  I caiinot  follow  ^^^  ^^^ 
"  him  nou\  but  1  Jhall  fllow  him  hereafter. 

"  My  Hour  is  not  yet  come.  • 1  find 

"  the  infinite  Wifdom  of  God  in  fending 
"  me  to  England.  But  God  will  manifeft 
"  his  mighty  Arm  in  the  Salvation  of 
"  Georgia." 

Where,  befides  the  Gift  of  Prophecy^  we 
have  a  ?iew  Argiunent  for  the  Infinity  of 
God's  Wifdom.,  which  I  hope  all  future  Wri- 
ters on  the  divine  Attributes  will  remem- 
ber, {yi%^  the  fending  of  Mr.  George 
Whitefield  from  Geo?'gia  into  E?igland. 

PopiQi  Legends  are  Huffed  with  Boads 
of  this  Sort.  "  St.  Francis  rifing  from 
Sleep  in  great  Joy,  and  being  afked  the 
Reafon  of  fuch  a  Tranfport,  anfwered 
prophetically^  "  I  know  that  I  Jhall  be  a  great 
G  "  Frincer 
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"  PrinceV     Another  time  being  in  Fripi^ 
yet  highly  exulting,  cries  out,  *  What  do 
Conform,  you  think  o/'oie?  Ifiall yet  be  adored  over 
^°'-  '34-   all  the  Earth:  —  One  Day  he  prophefied 
with  a  loud  Voice  • —  of  a  Church  which 
fhould  hereafter   become   a  Monaftery   of 
Females,  by  whom  God  fhould  be  glori- 
fied.     And   it  was  fulfilled  to  a   Letter, 
Ibii        becoming   in  Time  the  Monajiery  of  St, 
Clara.     Once  being  in  a  Rapture,  and  the 
Bofom  of  his  Mind  dilated,  he  faw  clearly 
what  fhould  happen  in  Futurity  to  him- 

felf  and  Children. Be  comjorted,  and 

Leg.  Fr.   rejoice  in  the  Lord,    my  Dearejl,    nor  be 

cap-  3-      deje6led  or  afraid,  hecaufe  we  are  few  and 

fimple  J  becaufe  it  has  verily  been  JJjewn  me 

from  the  Lord,  that  he  will  increaje  us  into 

a  great  Multitude,    multiply   and  enlarge 

us. 

God  gave  the  Gift  of  Prophecy  to  St.  An- 

Ribaden.   thony ',  he  foretold  to  a  certain  Lady, 

P-  393-  that  God  would  give  her  a  Son  that  fhould 
be  great  in  the  Lords  Church,  a  Francif- 
can  Friar,  and  a  Martyr.  And  fo  it  hap- 
pened. 
Oriandin.  ^  ^^^Y  ■^^''^-  declared,  that  while  fhe  was 
Hilt.  ]t^.  praying  for  the  Good  of  the  Church,  and 
Reformation  of  Manners  j  God  forefliewed 
her  from  above,  that  the  Society  ofjefuits 
fliould  arife,  who,  as  ?7ew  ApojUcs,  fliould 
take  Pains  in  working  Cowcerfions  over  all 
the  World.' 

Numbers 
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Numbers  of  young  female  Propheteffei 
are  eafily  fupplied  out  of  the  Pope's  Bud- 
get, (as  St.  Bridget,  Catherine  of  Siemia, 
Hildegardy  St.  Rofa,  Terefa,  &c.)  who  all 
foretold  wonderful  Things  of  themfelves, 
and  the  feveral  Religious  Orders.  The 
Light  of  Prophecy  is  indeed  one  of  their 
boafted  Marks  of  the  true  Church,  of  which 
they  give  a  hundred  Inftances,  and  chal- 
lenge  Proteftants  to  produce  the  like. 
Would  they  but  come  among  the  Metho- 
diftsy  they  might  fee  their  Challenge  an- 
fwered,  and  perhaps  be  induced  to  em- 
brace them  as  Brethren,  or  even  to  give 
them  the  right  Hand  of  Fellowjhip. 

§.  6.  The  fame  may  be  faid  with  regard 
to  Miracles,  another  Mark  of  the  true 
Church,  which  their  Ejithufiajiic  Impoflors^ 
and  mofl:  others,  have  been  fond  of,  as 
one  of  the  chief  and  mofl:  awful  Proof  oi 
their  Pretenfio7is.  They  know  the  Vul- 
gar are  ever  delighted,  amazed,  and  drawn 
by  any  thing  of  the  Marvellous,  efpecially 
if  heightened  into  the  Miraculous;  and 
thereby  eafily  perfuaded  of  the  Wonder- 
jnongers  divine  MiJJton. 

Here  alfo  the  Methodifts  have  been 
dabbling.  —  Some  In/iances  of  an  extraor- 
dinary Nature,  procured  by  the  Merits  and 
Inter cejfion  of  the  Methodifts,  I  fliall  re- 
ferve  for  another  Chapter  j  and  ihall  here 
G  2  only 
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only  point  out  a  few  Cafes,  containing  the 

miraculous  Favours   of  Heaven    towards 

themfelves :  fufficient  however  to  prove  a 

Claim  of  Miracles  among  them. 

S-ward  Thus,  when  "  Mr.   Seward  fell  from 

Jour.        j-jjg  Horfe  without  the  lead  Hurt^  not  fo 

^'"  ^  ■       much  as  of  his  Foot  againfl  a  Stone  ;  the 

Reafon  given  is,  —  Gods  fending  his  Angel 

to  prejer've  hi?n."     Which  is  much  fuch 

Ribaden     ^  Favour  as  Philip  Nerius  received,  "  who 

p.  360.      falling  into  a  deep  Ditch,  was  miraciiloujly 

held  partly  in  the  Air  by  an  Angela  and 

partly  drawn  forth  by  the  Hairs  of  his 

Head,  without  any  Harm  :  "—Or  that  of 

St.  Columb,  "  who  feeing  a  Boy  falling  from 

the  Top  of  a  Houfe,  commanded  an  Angel 

to  fly  in  the  Twinkling  of  any  Eye,  and 

hold  him  up  before  he  could  touch  the 

Ground.     The   Angel  obeyed  i    and   the 

Boy  was  iinhurty 

Whitef.         "  Loft  in  a  Wood :  —God  fent  a  Guide 

5  Journ.    u  ^Q  ^•jj.j.jc^  ^jg  right,"    fays    Mr.  White- 

^'"  '^\  field.  In  the  fame  Manner,  "  God,  pity- 
n^7"^'  "'  ing  a  certain  holy  Jefuit  who  had  lofl  his 
p-  361.      Way,  immediately  fent  him  a  Guide." 

In  order  to  receive  Power  to  preach, 

and  preach  the  more  effeBually ;  —  Mr. 

3Journ.    Whitefield  fays,  "  I  had  a  great  Hoarfiefs, 

P-  ^'         "  and  was  deferted  before  I  went  up  into 

"  the  Pulpit,  but  God  ftrengthe?ied  mQ,  fo 

*'  as  to  be  heard  by  all. — God  took  away  my 

*'  Hcarjhejs^ 


MefUngh. 
Vit.Sanft 
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"  Hoarfnefs,    that   I   could   lift    up    my  3  Joum. 
«  Voice  like  a  Trumpet."  P'  ^• 

Mr.  JVeJley  in  the  fame  Cafe  \%Juperna- 
turally  cured  feveral  times.  "  So  weak 
"  that  I  could  hardly  ftand,  —  or  get  out 
"  of  Bed, — at  length  made  a  Shift  to  drag 
*'  m.yfelf  to  S,hort'%  Gardens,  —  read  thofe 
"  Words  (tho'  fcarce  intelligibly,  for  my 
"  Voice  too  was  al mo  ft  gone)  Who  in  he  did^^^^^' 
*'  foreknow,  he  did  aljb  predejlinate.  In  a 
"  Moment  both  my  Voice  and  Strength 
"  returned.  From  that  Time  I  found 
"  fuch  bodily  Strength.  —  My  bodily 
"  Strength  quite  failed;  • —  yet  my  Weak- 
"  nejs  was  jujpended,  while  I  was  calling  Pag.  83. 
"  Sinners  to  Repentance.  —  At  our  Lo'-ce- 
*'  Feaft,  befides  the  Pain  in  my  Back  and 
*'  Head,  and  a  Fever,  I  was  felzed  with 
"  fuch  a  Cough,  that  I  could  hardly  fpeak. 
"  At  the  fame  time  came  ftrongly 
"  into  my  Mind,  Thefe  Signs  fiall  fol- 
*'  low  them  that  believe.  I  called  on  fejiis 
"  aloud  to  increafe  my  Faith.  • —  While  I 
"  was  /peaking,  my  Pain  'vanified.  The 
*'  Fever  left  me.  My  bodily  Strength 
*'  returned.  And  for  many  Weeks  1  felt 
"  neither  Weaknefs  nor  Pain.  • —  Another  Ibid. 
"  time  feized  with  fuch  a  Pain,  that  /P-  "7- 
"  could  not  fpeak.  I  knew  my  Remedy  ^ 
**  and  immediately  kneeled  down.  In  a 
*'  Moment  the  Pain  was  gone. — I  quite 
^[  loft  my  Voice :  But  it  was  immediately 

"  reftoreds 
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"  reftoredi  and  I  fpent  half  an  Hour  in 
4journ.  "  Exhortation  and  Prayer  without  any 
P'92-       "  Hoarf?iefsr 

Some  Obfervations  concerning  thefe  Pre- 
tences to   injiantaneous  and  fupernatural 
Cures  will  follow  hereafter.     I  (hall  here, 
as  ufually,  fubjoin  the  Parallel,  as  to  the 
Cure  of  the  Hoarfnefs, 
Brcv.Rom      "  St.  Bemardin,  a  Francifcan,  finding 
J^"^  ^^-    himfelf  unfit  to  preach  on  account  of  the 
^*     Weaknefi  of  his  Voice,    and  a  Hoar/nefs, 
by  imploring  the  Affiftance  of  God,  was, 
not  without  a  Miracle,  relieved  from  that 
Impediment. — A  religious  Nun  devoted  to 
St.  Xavier,  famed  for  Skill  in  Mufic  and 
a  Jifte  Voice,    had   her  Voice   loft   by  a 
Hoarfnefs  for  ten  Years.     At  laft  deter- 
mined to  fing  on  St.  Xaviers  Fejiival, 
Franci      (he  declares,  that  the  Sairit  would  reftore 
^""l^l^^'-her  Voice.     Behold  a  Miracle  I    On  the 
Morning  of  his  Fejiival  her  Voice  is  re- 
covered to  its  ancient  Sweet nefs,  and  flie 
never  fung  better  in  her  Life."  — •  St.  Rofa, 
I  confefs,  did  not  come  off  quite  fo  well. 
For  "  being   very   ill  of  a  fore  Throat, 
Jefus  Chriji  her  Spoife  came  to  vifit  her, 
and  invited  her  to  play  with  him  to  di- 
vert  her  Pain.      She   infifted   that    the 
Winnings  fhould  be  whatever  the  Winner 
pleafcd.     The  Cards  were  played,  and  flie 
won  the  firft  Game ;  and  demanding  in- 
flantly  a  Relief  of  her  f  re  Throat  -,  it  was 

Jo 


(  47  ) 

fo  immediately.     But  her  Spoiife  infiftlng  to  Vit.Rofa 
play  another  Game^  fhe  loft  it,  and  the"^''^* 
Pain    of  her  Throat   returned   and    /«- 
creajedr 

The  fame  Accounts  we  have  of  God's 
charing  up  the  Weather^  for  the  fake  of  the 
Methodijis  and  Company. 

*'  —  It  rained  very  hard:  —  but  upon  whitef. 
*'  Prayer  that  God  would  be  pleafed  to  sJoum. 
"  with'hold  the  Rain^  it  was  done  imme-  ^'  ^^* 
"  diately. 

"  Preached  at  Kennington :  — not  above  Page  94, 
"  ten  thoufand  People,  and  thirty  Coaches. 

*'   --Rained  moft  Part  of  the  Day  : • 

"  However,  God  was  pleafed  fo  vifibly  to 
"  interpofe  in  caufing  the  Weather  to 
*'  clear  up,  and  the  Sun  to  fhine  OMtjuJi 
"  as  I  began,  that  I  could  not  avoid  ta- 
"  king  notice  of  it  to  the  People  in  my 
"  Difcourfe." 

Does  he  think  the  Weather  would  not 
have  cleared  up,  and  the  Sun  fhone,  if 
he  had  not  preached^  But  a  Sort  of  Mi- 
racle 7Jiuft  be  made  of  it.  And  yet,  it 
feems,  the  Miracle  is  much  the  farne,  if  it 
happens  to  rain.  For,  "  preached  at  KeJi-  Ibid. 
"  nington,  and  God  was  pleafed  to  fend  P"  9^- 

Rain  :  — and  as  foon  as  the  Rain  came, 
"  /  received  uncommon  Strength  from  a- 
"  hover 

Mr.  Wejley  too  fays,  "  A  violent  4  Jouru'. 

"  Storm  of  Rain  began  about  the  Middle  P-  ^^• 
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**  of  the  Sermon.     But  fo  much  the  jnore 

"  was  his  Power  prefe7jt  to  heal Our 

"  Hearts  danced  for  Joy." 
Tourn  Mr.  Wejley  "  travelling  on  Foot  in  the 
p.  69.  '  "  Nighty  in  a  heavy  RaiJi^  weary ^  and  not 
<'  knowing  his  Way^ — has  a  Group  of  Mi- 
"  racks  to  relieve  him  in  each  Particular. 
"  0  that  thou  wouldefl  flay  the  Bottles  of 
"  Heaven !  Or,  at  leaft,  give  me  Light, 
"  or  an  honeji  Guide,  or  jbme  Help  in  the 
"  Manner  thou  hiowefi !  Prejently  the 
"  Rain  ceafed  ;  the  Moon  broke  out  -,  and 
"  a  friendly  Man  overtook  me,  who  fet 
*'  me  on  his  own  Horfe,  and  walked  by 
*'  my  Side,  'till  we  came  to  Mr.  Gam- 
«  bolisVoorr 

Mr.  Wejley  being  reproved  by  Mr. 
Church  for  this  Enthiifiaf?n  and  Prejii?np- 
tion,  fays,  "  he  would  not  have  us  look 
"  upon  it  as  rniracuhus, — but  2ifignal  In- 
"  ftance  of  God's  particular  Providence'.' 
But  notwithftanding  this  Diftiti5lion,  if 
this  fig?ial  Infiance  of  particular  Providence 
be  effeded  in  a  miraculous  Manner,  where 
is  the  Difference  ?  He  adds,  however,  with 
zfeemi?ig  Submiilion,  "  Let  it  pafs  then  as 
"  a  Trjle  not  worth  relating."  We  Vn- 
believers  may  deem  it  a  Trifle ;  but  he  has 
a  better  Security  in  the  Faith  of  his  Fol- 
lowers. 

By  way  of  Comparifon  we  might  pro- 
duce  hundreds  of  Inftances  oiPopijh  Saints 

being 
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being  quite  dry  in  the  Midil  of  Rain  ;  or 
no  Rain  falling  where  they  are  preachings 
though  Showers  all  around  them ;  or 
Storms  turned  into  Calms  by  their  Prayer^ 
&c. 

Balinghem  (in  \\\s,Ca}amlar  of  the  Virgin  v>\Xm^. 
Mary)  gives  us  two  Inftances  together  j  J""- '3- 
one  of  St  Anthony,  "  who  being  on  a 
Journey,  and  a  heavy  Shower  falling,  he 
puts  the  Rofary  on  his  Head,  and  prays 
for  Succour  to  the  Virgin ;  and  inftantly, 
the  Words  fcarce  out  of  his  Mouth,  the 
Rofary  becomes  a  complete  Cover,  and  he 
gets  to  the  City  without  being  touched  by 
the  leaft  Drop  of  Rain. — Another,  of  one 
Brother  George,  who  being  in  a  violent 
Storm  of  Rain  without  a  Cloak,  no  fooner 
repeats  his  Rofary,  but  he  goes  on  to  his 
Monaftery  perfedly  dry. 

St.  Edmund  preaching  in   the  open  Air,  Henri- 
a  black  Cloud,  hanging  over  the  Company,  cic""v^2. 
threatened  a  terrible  Storm  \  but  he,  mak-  p.  424. 
ing  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  commanded  the 
malignant  Spirit  of  Water  to  depart,  and 
not  to  difturb  his  Audience,     Prefently  it 
rained  ail-about,  but  not  a  Drop  fell  upon 
them. 

St.  Aridius,  (whofe  Name  is  adiipted  to  Mabillon. 
his  Miracles)  and  his  Society,  often  were  Xom!  4! 
perfedly  dry  in  the  Midft  of  prodigious  p-  95- 
Showers. — And  St.  Beu?2o  had  always  the  Fieer- 
H  '  fame  ;!?°f  ^ 
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fame  Prlvelege ;  for  which  Reafon  he  was 
called  Dry-Coat." 

You  fee  the  peculiar  Privileges  of  fuch 
conceited  Favourites  of  Heaven,  The  com- 
mon Courfe  of  Providence  muft  be  altered 
for  their  Sake ;  and  all  Nature  be  made 
fubfervient  to  their  whimficalDifpenfation. 

"  St.  T'ereja  having  obtained  of  the 
hord^  that  a  Well  of  very  had  Water  fhould 
become  fweet,  and  be  conveyed  too  into 
her  Monaflery  by  a  feemingly  impoflible 
Current,  has  the  fame  prevaricating  Plea 
with  Mr.  Wejley  :  I  reckon  not  this  for  a 
Miracle,  but  tofiew  our  ftrong  Faith  ',for 
the  Tubing  happened  juji  as  I  have  related 
it." 

But  as  to  thefe,  and  fuch-like  Miracles, 
it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Methodijis 
would  be  clear-,  and,  in  exprefs  Words y 
cither  claim  or  renounce  their  Pretenfions. 
We  Ihould  then  know  upon  what  Foot 
the  Argument  v/ith  them  (lands.  But  they 
are  manifeiUy  Evaftve.  And  though, 
when  hard  preilcd,  i\\Q.y  feem  to  dif claim 
Miracles,  and  declare  ihtvci  unite cejjary,  and 
the  like ;  yet,  in  the  above-mentioned  In- 
ftances,  ihty Jeem  alfo  to  i-etain  them  :  The 
Stories  are  evidently  told  with  that  Air,  as 
if  they  would  have  them  thought  mira- 
culous \  often  with  Words  plainly  implying 
it :  And  they  well  know  their  eager  Fol- 
lowers, for  tb.e  Credit  of  their  Caufi,  ftand 

ready 
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ready  to  fwallow  any  Thing ;  and  are  as 
willing  to  improve^  as  to  believe^  any  mar- 
*vellous  Tale.  They  are  fo  well  trained-iip^ 
that  th&y  eafily  acknowledge  the  Authority 
God  has  given  their  Teachers  from  above^ 

§.  7.  Hitherto  we  have  confidered  the 
Co7idii6i  of  the  Methodijis  under  their  mod 
plaufible  Appearances^  h^^hcft  Fretenfions^ 
and  a  Flow  of  Exult  atiofi.  Bat  they  do  not 
always  go  on  {ofmoothly  2.nd  fwi??j mi /igly  j 
meeting  with  various  Rubs  and  Objlruc^ 
tions,  and  grievous  Enemies  and  Sufferings ^ 
in  their  Way.  I  obferved  before,  that 
whatever  favours  and  promotes  their  Caule 
is  from  God,  whatever  Oppofition  or  Ob- 
JlruBion  they  meet  with,  from  the  Devil. 

I  {hall  therefore  now  give  fome  Account, 
or  rather  they  them/elves,  of  their  grievous 
Confi5ls  and  Combats  with  Satan :  Who, 
though  the  Enemy  to  all  Truth  and  Good- 
nefs,  and  therefore  their  Enemy,  and  fure 
to  be  conquered  at  laft,  yet  perjecutes  and 
opprefj'eth  them  in  a  moft  grievous  Manner; 
by  Force  arid  Fraud  j  in  Body  and  Mind. 

To    begin    with   Mr.    Whitefield.     St.  Conform. 
Francis  once  faid,  "  that   if  his  Brethren  ^°^'  ^^2" 
did  but  know  what  Tribulations  he  en- 
dured from  Satan,  there  is  none  of  them 
Vv'ho  would  not  greatly  compafuonate  his 
Cafe."     And  Mr.  Whitefield  fays,  "  G^./ ,  dealing. 
*'  only  knows  how  many  Nights  I  have  p.  38. 
H  2  *'  lain 


(52)' 

"  lain  groaning, — and  bidding  Satan  de- 
"  part  from  me." 
I  Dealing.  *'  J  h^d  then  Poiverowev  my  fecret  and 
^'^'*  *'  darling  Sin.  But  being  fome  Time  afcer 
*'  overtaken  in  Liquor — Satan  gained  his 
"  ufual  Advantage  over  me.  An  experi- 
"  mental  Proof  to  my  poor  Soul,  how 
"  that  ivicked  One  makes  ufe  of  Men  as 
"  Machines^  working  them  up  to  juft 
"  what  he  pleafes." Which  is  an  art- 
ful Way  of  throwing  the  Blame  upon 
Satan,  and  making  Sin  an  involuntary 
Thing ;  when  the  Man  was  led  away 
voluntarily  by  his  own  Lu/i  and  Intempe- 
rance. And  Satan  has  Reafon  to  complain 
of  Lijuftice  done  him. 

We  have  next  a  grievous  Complaint  of 
a  bodily  Opprejfion  from  the  wicked  One.  At 
Ibid.  pag.  Oxford. — "  The  Comforts  of  fenfible  De- 
37»  38-  "  votion  were  withdrawn,  and  a  horrible 
"  Dread  overwhelmed  my  Soul. — One 
"  Morning,  rifing  from  my  Bed,  I  felt  an 
"  unufual  ImprefCion  a.nd  IFeigbt  upon  my 
*'  Breaft : — -In  a  fhort  Time  the  Load 
"  gradually  increafed,  and  almoft  weighed 
"  me  down,  and  fully  convinced  me  that 
*'  Satan  had  as  real  a  PoflelTion  oimy  Body^ 
"  as  once  oi  Job's.  All  Power  oi  thinking 
*'  was  taken  away,  —  my  Memory  quite 
*'  failed,  —my  Soul  barren  and  dry.  — T 
"  fancied  myfelf  like  a  Man  locked  up  in 
"  Iron  Armour.— '\  felt  great  Heavifigs  in 

*'my 
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'*  my  Body  j  prayed  under  the  Weight 
"  till  the  Sweat  C2ime.  How  many  Nights 
*'  did  I  lie  groajiijig  under  the  Weighty  bid- 
"  ding  Satan  depart  from  me  in  the  Name 
«  of  Jejusr 

Here  again,  I  doubf,  he  has  charged 
Satan  wrongfully  j  in  laying  his  diabolical 
Weight  upon  the  Body,  while  it  under- 
goes but  the  ufual  Effeds  of  a  common 
natural  Diftemper,  called  the  Incubus,  and 
Night-Mare,  To  prove  this,  the  Devil, 
in  Revenge,  might  perhaps  tempt  him  to 
borrow  the  Defcription  of  his  Cafe  from 
Chambers's  Di6lio?2ary  under  thofe  two 
Words ;  which  I  {hall  fubjoin  :  "  Incubus,  Tncubus. 
'*  Night-Mare,  a  Difeafe  confifting  in  an  ^'J^^- 
•*  OppreJJion  of  the  Breaji,  fo  very  violent, 
**  that  the  Patient  can't  /peak,  or  even 
*'  breathe. — The  Sefijes  are  not  quite  lo/i, 
"  but  drowned  and  ajlonijloed ;  as  is  the 
"  XJnderJlanding  and  Imagination.  So  that 
"  the  Patient  thinks  fome  huge  Weight 
"  thrown  on  him,  ready  iojirangle  him  : 
*'  And  frequently  imagines  fome  Spedfre, 
"  or  Fhantom,  flopping  his  Breath." 

The  fame  Author  afcribes  "  to  the 
Hypochondriac  Fajjion  (Spleen,  or  Vapours) 
the  fame  Sympto?ns  of  a  Pain  in  the  Stomach, 
a  Co7tftriBion  of  the  Breajt,  Difficulty  of 
Breathing  -,  —  as  likcwife  Wakcfulnefs,  In- 
quietudes ^  Fear  J  Sufpicions,  Delirioufne/s; 

— afFeding 
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— affedting  the  Patient  more  in  MM  than 

Body." 

Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  but  the  greatefl 
Part  of  the(efira?2ge  Feelmgs  3.nd  Sufferings, 
DejcSlions  of  Mind  and  dreadful  Appre- 
hen/ions y  &c.  proceed  from  Dfea/e^  caufed 
perhaps  by  a  Flatulency  from  much  Fafthtg, 
or  the  Fumes  of  Indigejlion^  or  Want  of 
Exercife,  deep  Intention  of  Thought,  and 
various  AffeBiom  and  Paffiom -,  which 
Phyficiam  can  much  better  account  for 
than  myfelf  And  we  may  eafily  conceive 
that  the  EffeBs  of  fuch  Dijeafe  muft  of 
Courfe  be  fironger,  when  the  indifpofed 
Body  wears  a  ?nela?icholic  and  enthufiaftic 
Head',  Strength  of  Imaginatio7i  and  Di- 
jlemper  concurring.  ■  For  a  Cure^  Mr. 

IVhitcfield  "  applied  to  his  Friend,  Mr. 
Charles  Wejley,  who  advifed  him  to  keep 
upon  his  Watch,  and  referred  to  a  Chapter 
in  Kempisr  Had  he  applied  to  a  Fhyfi- 
cian,  he  would  perhaps  have  prefcribed,  be- 
lides  Phlebotomy,  Cathartics,  Carmi?iatives, 
and  Emetics.  And  one  may  the  rather 
think  fo,  becaufe  both  Naturalifts  and 
Divines  have  allured  us,  that  the  Devil 
often  goes  out  of  the  Bodies  of  the  Pofjefjed 
in  a  Vomit  or  a  Stool.  Gregory  of  Tours 
fays,  *'  a  moft  atrocious  Devil  having  pof- 
"  feffed  a  certain  Perfon,  by  the  Help  of 
*'  Oil  lie  went  out  of  his  Body  by  the 

*'  Draught, 
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"  Draught;   per  jiuxum   "jaitris,'"  Glor. 
Confeff.  Cap.  9. 

"  We  read  in  the  Malleus  Maleficarum^ 
"  (Tom.  4.  Pag.  25.)  that  the  Devil 
"  fometimes rumbles  about  the  Inteftines  in 
"  the  Shape  of  a  Fill  (for  fo  I  conftrue  the 
"  Words  171  fimilitiidinem  pila)  until  he 
"  goes  out  by  the  Draught ;  perfecejjumr 
"  Thymus^  (de  Dcejnoniacis^  Cap.  52, 
^  54.)  gives  us  feveral  Inftances  of  Devils 
being  call  out  by  Vo?mt  and  Stool  i  and  then 
the  learned  Author  wi/ely  obferves, — that 
thefe  Paflages  are  the  fittcft  ibr  the  Egrejl 
of  fuch  unclean  Spirits ; — — and  that  (tho' 
Devils  commonly  go  out  with  a  Stench) 
in  thefe  Cafes  they  are  expelled  with  a  more 
than  ordifiary  fetid  Smell:'  'Tis  true  thefe 
Authorities  are  taken  only  from  Popifi 
Writers,  and  therefore  may  not  obtain 
Credit  from  a  Protcflant  Reader ;  but  the 
Patienty  who  hath  fo  often  followed  their 
Example,  might  for  once  have  taken  their 
Prefcription. 

Hence  again  we  may  account  for  what 
follows  in  MxJVhitefeld.  "  At  this  Time  1  Dealing, 
"  Satan  iifed  to  terrify  me  much  ;  and^"  "-  ' 
*'  threatned  to  punifj  me,  if  I  difcovered 
"  his  Wiles. — I  thought  the  Devil  would 
"  appear  to  me  every  Stair  1  went  up. — 
*'  And  he  fo /rc^//^Zfi^  me  when  I  lay  down 
*'  to  Re/l,  that  for  fome  Weeks  1  fcarce 

**  flep^t  above  three  Hours  at  a  Time. 

"  Wanted 
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"  Wanted  to  fee  Sin  as  it  was,  but  feared 
'*  left  the  Sight  (hould  terrify  me  to  Death. 

1  Dealing, "  Satan  fo  impofed  upon  my  TJnder- 

P-  39-  «  jlanding,  that  he  perfuaded  me  to  put 
"  myfelf  up  in  my  Study,  till  I  could  do 
"  Good  with  a  fmgle  Eye"  This  Mr. 
3journ.  ^/j/V^d'/^ explains  clfewhere,  "  5^/^;zkept 
p.  84-  «  j^g  ]„  j^y  Clofet  near  fix  Weeks,  becaufe 
"  I  could  not  do  any  Thing  with  zfingk 
"  Intention :"  /.  e.  was  a  Hypocrite. 

Why  6'<?//^;?  (hould  endeavour  to  cure 
him  of  his  Hypocrify  I  can't  conjedure. — ■ 
But  if  that  infernal  Fiend  diid  really  ufe  the 
poor  Man  fo  unmercifully,  or  if  a  wro?ig 
Caufe  be  affigned  for  his  Diforders  j  'tis 
certain  he  has  flmred  with  many  Saint-like 
Perfons  in  thefe  Calamities. 
Ribaden.  As  to  Suffocation,  &c.  "  One  Night  the 
P-39«-  wicked  Fiend  did  what  he  could  to  choak 
St.  Anthony,  preffing  his  Paw  upon  his 

p^ '  ^^      Throat. At  Rome  this  malignant  Spirit 

Bartoi.      would   havc   choaked  St.  Ignatius  in  his 
p.'^ioQ."^^'  ^^^^P  •  ^^  ^°b  ^^^  awaking,  called  upon 
the  Name  of  Jefus ;  but  he  was  fo  hoarfe, 
and  his  Throat  fo  fore,  that  he  could  hard- 
ly fpeak  for  a  Fortnight.  At  another  Time 
tiJDo  Devils  whipt  him  cruelly  in  his  Bed.— 
Ribaden.    The  wicked  Fiend  would  often  throw  him- 
P  '  ^"      felf  upon  St.  Romualdus,  as  he  was  lying  in 
his  Bed,  kneeded  him  with  his  Knees,  and 
prefled  fo  heavily  upon  him,  as  almoft  to 
(mother  him. — He  would  often  cry  out — 


(  57  ) 

go  thou  malignant  Serpent.  —  A  certain  ^"""-  ^ 
Jefuit,  being  in  a  haimted\iQiViit^  had  fcarce  p.^3^28!^ ' 
(hut   his   Eyes,    but   he  felt  the  De'vits 
Ha?id  taking  him  by  the  Throat." 

"  i:ht  Prince  of  Dcirk72ejs  ufed  to  fall  MeiTmgh. 
upon  St.  Patric  in  his  Sleep,  and  to  lay  i ^^^^  j^^"'^* 
heavy  Stone  upoji  his  Breaji^  —  fo  as  to  de- 
prive him  of  all  Motion  and  SenJ'ation ;  and 
bring  a  Darknejs  and  Torpor  upon  him  for 
feveral  Days,  till  the  Sai?it^  by  calling  up- 
on Elias,  t}je  Prince  of  the  Prophets^  was 
at  length  relieved." 

Nor  will  the  cruel  Enemy  fpare  the 
tender  Sex,     "  I  was,  fays  St.  Elizabeth,  Vit.  Eiiz. 
*'  that  Spiritual  Virgin,  (ofiut  up  by  the  "^  ^' 
*^  Adverfary,  that  I  could  fcarcefpeak.  — 
*'  I  felt  my  Throat  fo  violendy  comprefjed 
*'  by  his  Hand,  that  my  Breath  was  al^ 

**  moft  flopped." "  Mary  of  Agreda  Life  of  M. 

was  never  free  from  bodily  Infirmities,  and  ^""^  ' 
fome  painful  Diftemper.  The  Devil  too 
had  a  CommifTion  to  torment  her ;  —  and 
fometimes  he  would  lie  upon  her  with  fo 
heavy  and  infupportable  a  Weight,  that  her 
Breath  was  ready  to  go  out  of  her  Body." 
The  Confeflion  of  her  Difiempers  explains 
what  the  Devil  was. 

The  Want  of  Sleep  Is  a  Circumflance 
belonging  to  Variety  of  Difiempers  ;  and 
if  the  Devil  would  allow  Mr.  Whitefield 
but  little;    he  ferved    "one  Thomas  theUi^nx 
■Simple  as  bad,  who  was  all  Day  dirtying  ^'^'-  ^'^- 
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his  Body,  in  order  to  have  a  pure  Heart  : 
For  feeing  (o  much  Piefy  in  fuch  a  //^//^ 
Man,  he  was  perpetually  plaguing  him 
with  noBiirnal  Terrors,  Noifes,  Dread  of 

Conform.  Thieves,  Gfc."  And   "  he  ufed  St, 

Foi-  54-  prancis  in  the  fame  Manner,  always  di- 
fturbing  his  Reft  in  the  Shape  of  Mice  and 
Ratsr 

As  Satan  threatened  Mr.  Whitejield  with 

Punishment,    if  he    ever    difcovered   his 

Ibid.        Wiles  J    fo  he  "  threatejied  St.  Francis^ 

Foi.  53.    tiiat  unlefs  he  would  delift  from  his  pious 

Method,  he  would  make  him  crooked^  and 

clap  a  Hump  upon  his  Back." 

Lib.  2.  In  the  romantic  Life  of  St.  Bernard,  a 

cap.  6.      Woman  grievoufly  opprelTed  by  an  Incu^ 

bus,  who  had  applied  to  St.  Bernard  to  be 

relieved,  is  terribly  menaced  by  the  Devil 

what  he  would  do  to  her,  as  foon  as  the 

Saint  was  gone  out  of  the  Country." 

Ribaden.    T^erefa  too  he  "  threatened  to  be  revenged 
p-797-      on,    befides    giving    her    many   grievous 
Blows." 

Did  Satan,  as  it  were,  lock  up  Mr. 
Whitejield  in  Armour,  and  0mt  him  up  in 
his  Clojet  ?  He  ferved  a  religious  Francifcan 
Conform,  the  fame  Trick,  "  not  only  took  away  his 
Fol.  66.  Speech,  but  got  upon  his  Back,  and  heavi- 
ly weighed  him  down ;  and  thruji  him  into 
a  Hole,  fo  narrow  that  he  could  not  Jiir ; 
till  by  the  Help  of  a  little  holy  Water  he 
put  the  Devil  to  Flight." 

Nor 
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Nor  do  we  want  Inftances  among  the 
moji  rejoliite  PoptJJj  Fanatics  of  over-po'wer- 
ing  Fears  J  and  Apprehenfions  of  the  De- 
iv7's  appearing  to  them  :  where-ever  they 
are,  efpecially  if  in  the  Darky  whatever 
Objeft  they  Jee,  or  think  they  fee,  be  it 
Man  or  Beaft,  it  is  immediately  their  Hel- 
liJJj  Enemy  -,  and  they  are  plucking  up  their 
Courage  to  fight  with  him,  or  calling  up- 
on Divine  Help  to  fend  him  packing. 

"  Five  furious  Devils  attacked  M.  of^'^^^  ^'' 
Piazzi  one  after  another 3  — and  this  hor-  ^^'  ^^' 
rible  Sight  terrified,  haunted  and  purfued 
her  in  all  Places.     Sometimes  they  throw 
her  down  Stairs, — bite  her, — and  feem  to 
devour  her  j  fo  that  flie  had  no  manner  of 
Repofe  Day  or  Night.     She  armed  herfelf 
againft    thefe    furious    Affaults   with   the 
Buckler  of  PrayerT     But  St.  RomualduSy 
as  became   a  Man,    had    more   Courage. 
"  The  Devil  lay  upon  his  Feet  and  Legs  stiuinfl 
all  Night,   that  he  could   not  eafily  ftir  on  idoiat. 
himfelf;  and  he  was  fo  poiTefied  with  the^"  ^^^^' 
Thoughts  of  him,  that  a  Moiik  could  not  P.  D.-emi- 
knock  at  his  Cell,  but  he  ailied  the  Devil,  ^^'^^l];^ 
What  he  did  there  J  and  was  ready  to  ^;/-cap.  i--L 

counter  him. All  the  Crows  and  ugly  iJ- 

Birds  he  faw  in  the  Wildernefs,  he  fancied 
to  be  Devils,  and  challejiged  them  to  nght 
with  him  j  and  exceedingly  triuir.phed, 
when  at  his  loud  Cries  they  ilevv  a\yay." 

I  z  ''  The 
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Birtoi.  «■  The  Devils,  who  had  declared  they 

p.  72 


It  ignat.  i^gjgjj  j^Qj^g  jpQj-g  than  Ignatius^  haunted 


his  Bed-chamber  with  terrible  Noifes  and 
Sj^edres,  to  (l)ake  his  Conflancy.  He 
was  gricvoufly  frighted  ;  but  by  degrees 
recoHeding  himfelf,  he  boldly  defied  them, 
and  called  them  a  Pack  of  Cowards,  for 
coming  in  fuch  Numbers  to  difturb  one 
Man's  Refi-'' 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  bodily  AJJ auks 

of  the  Devil  upon   Mr.   JVhitefield,    the 

woiA  is  ftill  to  come ;  as  you  will  fee  by 

his  following  perplexed  and  inconjijlent  Ff- 

fufons. 

I  Deal.  "  Henceforward  he  transformed  him- 

p  40.       rt  ^g||-  jj^fQ  ^^  Angel  cf  Light  -,  and  worked 

*'  {q  artfully,  that  I  imagined  the^W,  and 

"  not  the  evil.    Spirit  fuggefled  to  me 

"  every  thing  that  I  did. His  main 

"  Drift  was  to  lead  me  into  a  State  of 
"  ^ietij'm,  (  he  generally  plowed  ivith 
"  God's  Heifer)  and  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
"  put  into  my  Heart  good  Thoughts  or 
*'  ConvicStions,  he  always  drove  them  to 
*'  Extremes.  For  Inftance-,  having  out  of 
'■'■  Pride  put  down  in  my  Diary  what  I 
*'  gave  away,  Satan  tempted  me  to  lay 
"  my  Diary  quite  afide'"  Affuredly  a 
moft  jnalitious  Devil !  who  would  rob  us 
of  that  Treajury,  which  has  furnifhed  the 
World  with  fuch  incomparable  Dealijigs 
and  Journals.     But  feriouflv,  Sir,  did  the 

Holy 
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Holy  Spirit  put  it  into  your  Heart  to  fet 
down  your  Charities  out  of  Pride  ?  And 
did  Satan  tempt  you  to  the  cojitrary  ?  The 
very  Re'verje  of  both  (hould  have  been  the 
Cafe. 

"  When  Cajianiza  (the  Author  of  the  i  Deal. 
"  Spiritual  Co??jbat)  advifed  to  talk  but  P-  4o- 
"  little.  Sat  ail  faid  /  muft  not  talk  at  all, 
"  So  that  I,  who  ufed  to  be  the  moft 
"  forward  in  exhorting  my  Companions, 
"  have  fat  whole  Nights  almoft  without 
**  fpeaking  at  alW  Where  a  fullen  Hu- 
mour^ ^tihdL^s  2i  Lownefs  of  Spirits,  is  im- 
puted to  Satans  attempting  to  lead  him 
into  ^iieti/m.  I  find  too,  that  not  only 
Mr.  IVhitefieU,  but  Mr.  Wefey,  was  ad- 
vifed  by  a  Spiritual  Cafiiifl  to  obferve  a 
very  high  Degree  of  Silence.  The  latter 
"  was  often  and  earneftly  prefTcd  to  make  4  joorn. 

an  Experiment  of  this  Nature, « and  he  P-  ^6* 

Ipoke  to  none  at  all  for  two  Days,  and 
travelling  fourfcore  Miles  together." • 

The  fame  Whiin  has  run  through  the 
My/lics^  and  feveral  of  the  Religious  Or- 
ders, who  have  enjoined  abfblute  Silence  (I 
think  too,  bound  it  on  the  Confcience  by 
Vow)  except  at  fome  ftated  'Times ;  as  a 
Point  greatly  tending  to  PerfeBion.  Hence 
St.  Bonaventura  fays,  "  that  Silence  in  all  DePerfc'^. 
**  the  Religious  is  neceffary  in  order  to 
"  Perfe5lion  :  and  that  in  order  to  obferve 
*'  it,  you  ought  to  do  as  St.  Jigatho  did, 

"  who 
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"  who  held  a  Stone  in  his  Mouth  for  three 
"  Years,  till  he  could  learn  Tiaciturnityr 
"  And   St.  Alcantara  carried   feveral 
oa'19!"'  Tebbles  in  his  Mouth  for  three  Years  like- 
wife,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon. l!heon 

obferved  a  cotitinual  Sikfice  in  his  Cell  for 
Cohfqrm.  ffjiyty  Tears.     St.  Francis  obferved  it  him- 
^'''^'  felf,  and  enjoined  it  upon  his  Brethren. 

The  Rule  of.  Silence  was  moft  religioully 
obferved  by  St.  Dominic ;  which  provoked 
the  Devil  to  put  a  Trick  upon  him.  Ac- 
cordingly he  appears  in  the  Shape  of  a 
Monky  and  tranfgreffing  one  of  the  Orders 
of  the  Saifit.  The  Saint  fbmething  haili- 
ly  chides  him  for  Difobedience.  The  De- 
Thyraeus.  yil  immediately  fell  a  laughing  at  St.  Do- 
iti.\.\ib.  w/«^V,  and  upbraided  him  for  the  Violation 
of  his  Rule  oj  Silencer 

But  our  Pair  of  Methodijls  were  not  to 
be  fo  caught.  Neither  the  Spiritual  Ca- 
fuijls,  nor  Satan,  could  bring  them  to  any 
long  State  of  Silence,  but  were  both  mi- 
llaken  in  their  Men.  For  their  Enthuf- 
ajm  is  of  that  loquacious  Nature,  that  it 
muft  have  Vent ;  and  the  black  Humour  be 
difcharged,  either  through  a  %^///,  or  at 
the  Mouth',  —  or  they  would  burft. 
I  Dealing.  ''  Again,  adds  Mr.  Whitefield,  when 
p-  40-  «  Cajlani'za  advifed  to  endeavour  after  a 
"  jilent  Recolkciion,  and  waiting  upon  God-, 
*^  Satan  told  me,  I  mud  leave  off  all 
"•  Forms,  and  not  ufe  my  Voice  in  Prayer 

''\t 


(  63  ) 

"  at  all  — —  Where  are  we  now  ?  But 
a  few  Lines  before,  Satan's  main  Drift 
was  to  lead  you  into  ^liettfm ;  and  now 
your  Spiritual  Guide  joins  with  him,  ad- 
vifing  the  very  EJfence  of  ^ietifm.  You 
obey  i  "  leave  off  keeping  your  Diary\  ,  d^^j 
ufing  FormSy  fcarce  a  Voice  in  Prayer ^  vi-  p-  43.  44- 
fiting  the  Prifoners^  &c.  till  better  advifed 
by  Meflieurs  Wejlcy^  and  God  was  pleafed 
to  make  an  open  Shew  of  thefe  diabolical 
Devices'* 

And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  WeJIeys 
generally  difclaim  this  Dodtrine  of  the 
Moravians.  "  Our  old  Friends,  Mr.  G^;;;- 
"  bold  and  Mr.  Hall,  came  to  fee  my  Bro- 
"  ther  and  me.  The  Converfation  turned 
"  wholly  upony^Zf^/Pr^^'^rjand  quietJVait- 
"  ing  jorGod\  which,  they  faid,  was  the 
**  only  pojjible^v^  to  attain  Xis'm^^faving 

"   FaitL  Wefley. 

4  Journ. 

Sirenum  cantus,  &  Circes  pocula  nojli  f     fee  p.'  1T3. 

"  Was  there  ever  fo  pleafing  a  Scheme  ? 
"  But  where  is  it  written  ?  Not  in  any  of 
"  thofe  Books,  which  I  account  the  Oracles 
"  of  God,  &cr 

We  may  eafily  imagine,  that  much  fi- 
lent  Prayer,  and  quiet  Waiting,  are  Doc- 
trines not  likely  to  recommend  themfelves 
to  our  rambling,  warm- headed,  itinerant 
^Teachers, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Moravian  Myftics  are  the  Perfons, 
whom  (by  an  unaccountable  Inconfiflency 
of  Condua  not  to  be  reconciled)  Mr. 
Wejley  reprcfents  by  Viciffitudes  as  the  beji^ 
and  as  the  ^worft^  of  Men.  Who  has  {o 
much  Fondnefs  for  them,  or  Averjion  to 
them  ?  Who  fo  high  in  their  Com??2enda' 
tion ',  or  who  fo  eager  in  running  them 
down,  and  difgracitig  them  ?  Who  fo 
loves,  efieems  and  encourages  thetn  j  or  who 
fo  effedually  expofes  and  confutes  them  ? 
Who  fo  ardently  delires  to  join  them ; 
and  yet  who  produceth  fuch  ftrong  Rea- 

fons  againji  joining  them, as  Mr.  'J, 

mjley  f 
I  Dealing.      But  to  return  to  Mr.  Whitejield.     "  The 
P-4I-       "  Devil  alfo  fadly  impofed  upon  me  in 

*'  the  Matter  of  my  College  Exercifes, 

*'  I  had  no  Power  to  compofe  or  write  a 
"  Word, — had  a  violent  inward  Check  not 
"  to  go  down  into  the  Hall.  —  The  next 

*'  Week  he  ferved  me  fo  again. My 

"  Tutor,  as  well  he  might,  took  me  to 
"  be  really  mad.  —  Being  urged  with  the 
"  Command  in  Scripture,  to  be  fubjedl  to 
"  the  Higher  Powers ;  I  anfwered,  Yes ; 
"  but  I  had  a  new  Revelation.  Lord^ 
"  What  is  Man  ?" 

What  is  Man  indeed  ?  When  he  muft 
charge  upon  Satan  his  own  moody  Per- 
verj'enefs^  or  Inability  to  compofe  j  and  pre- 
tend 
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tend  a  new  Revelation  againft  Obedience^ 
enjoined  by  the  old^ 

"  After  leaving  off  my  Diary, — Forms  i  Dealing, 
"  and  Voice  in  Prayer  y  and  vifiting  the  P' "^3-6. 
"   Prifons,    nothing    remained  for  me  to 
"  \QdLVt,h\it publiclVorJlip,  and  my  religious 
"  Friends.  Now  it  v^2i^juggejhd  (by  Satan, 
"  as  an  Angel  of  Light)  that  I  muft  leave 

"  them  alfo  for  ChrijW  Sake. A  fore 

"  Trial, — but  rather  than  not  be  Ch'iji's 
"  Difcipk,  I  refolved  to  renounce  them. 
"  Accordingly,  inftead  of  meeting  my  Bre- 
"  thren  as  ufual,  I  went  into  the  Fields, 
*'  and  ^X2iy zdfilently  by  myfelf.  Our  Fven- 
*'  ing-Meeting  I  negleded  alfo  j  and  went 
"  not  to  Breakfaji,  according  to  Appoint- 
*'  ment.—Tiii  at  length  by  muJdVeflcys 
"  excellent  Advice  and  Management,  un- 
*'  der  God,  1  was  delivered  from  thofe 
"  Wiles  of  Satan  :  — and  took  up  my  Ex- 
"  ternals  again. 

I  fliall  omit  many  fuch  Appearances  of 
Satan,  Wktan  A?igel  of  Light,  to  the  Popijb 
Saints;  and  be  contented  with  a  fifigle  In- 
ilance  attended  vmh /imilar  Cirannjlances. 

*'  Brother  Ru-ffln,  before  he  arrived  at  Conform^ 
his  full  State  of  Sanciity  and  Grace,  was  ^°'"  ^^"^' 
tempied  of  theZ)t"i;/7no  more  to  follow  the 
Footfteps  of  St.  Francis,  who  was  but  a 
fimple  Man,  and  under  Pretence  of  fending 
them  among  the  Hofpitah  drew  the  Bre- 
thren away  from  their  Prayers ;  but  that  he 

K  nicuid 
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fliould  XwtfoUtarily  in  the  Defart,  Thus 
Satan,  appearing  as  an  Angel  of  Light,  fug- 
gefiing  this  to  Ruffin  confirmed  him  in  his 
Purpofe.  And  he  retired  into  the  Woodi  to 
pra\ ',  would  not  come  to  St.  Francis  at 
Eating-Hours2i%  ufual, — would  notcome  to 
Supper,— n2iy  would  not  come  to  the  6"^- 
crament  j  —and  fent  Word  to  St.  Francis^ 
that  he  had  a  better  Way  to  Salvation  than 
by  following  his  Simplicities ;  and  fo  the 
Lord  had  revealed  to  him.  This  he  affirm- 
ed again,  and  again.  At  length  St.  Francis^ 
deeply  concerned,  and  defirousto  bring  him 
back  to  the  Community,  goes  to  him  him- 
felf,  and  afks  who  perfuaded  him  to  this  ? 
Riiffin  anfwered,  he  had  a  Divine  Revelation 
by  an  Angel.  I  willjhew  you,  fays  Francis y 
who  this  Angel  is,  that  fuggefted  it  to  you  : 
and  prefently,  by  Prayer,  the  Angel  ap- 
peared in  a  mo(\.2imiiZing  Beauty  and  Splen- 
dor ;  which  made  Ru^n  rejoice  and  exult. 
Then  Francis,  by  Prayer  again,  command- 
ed the  Angel  to  appear  vi fid ly  who,  and  what 
he  was.  And  prefently  he  was  transformed 
into  fuch  a  horrible  Shape,  and  made  fuch 
a  horrible  Stink,  that  Rufin  fell  to  the 
Ground  as  dead  ;  but  was  raifed-up  by  St. 
Francis,  comforted,  and  confirmed  in 
Righteoufnefs." 

I  would  afli  now,  with  Refped:  to  Mr. 
Whitefield,  what  otherwife  than  has  hap- 
pened could  be  exped:ed  from  one  vfhofets 

out^ 
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mt,  and  begins  his  ne'W  Difpenfation  with 
fuch  Phrenzies,  as  himfelf  has  publiilied  ? 
Tenth,  a  pioin  Intention,  fancied  Oppreffion 
of  Satan,  and  real  Indifpofition  of  Body, — 
may  perhaps  be  pleaded  in  \i\%Excufe,  And 
no  doubt  very  juftly  j  had  not  his  whole 
future  Condua,  his  uncharitable  Charaders 
and  Accufations  Q>i\\\%  Brethren,  his  inde- 
cent and  rude  Treatment  of  his  Superiors 
and  Go'uernors,  his  Fanity  and  proud  Boajl- 
ings,  his  unwarrantable  and  high  Prefufjjp- 
tions,  his  obtruding  upon  the  World  his 
own  FanciesforDivine  Infpiratiom,  carrying 
on  all  along  a  New  Revelation  again/}  the 
Old  in  facred  Writ,  and  thereby  deceiving 
many,  ^c.  —  had  not  all  this,  and  more, 
rendered  \\\vninexcu/able.  Exctifesavtkzvce 
allowable  to  fuch  Exorbitances. 

His  Companion,  Mr.  Seward,  has  like- 
wife  great  ConjliBs  with  Satan.  "  He  often  Journ. 
''  turned  himfelf  into  an  Angel  of  Light,  ^^^^J^^"-^' 
**  and  made  me  think  Brother  White  fields 
*'  ZealyN2&  not  fo  great  as  7ny  own  j-- which 
"  Mr.  Whitefield  faid  was  Impetuofty. — 
**  Wasexercifed  with  flrong  inn.vard  Trials, 
"  fuch  as  I  never  /6^// before. — Satan  darting 
*'  infiich  borridthougbts  j-he  made  me  en- 
*'  tertain  hard  Thoughts  of  my  5r^/^/^^/- ; — 
■ '  exercifed  again  with  inwardConfiiBs^  and 
*'  could  not  pray  for  my  Friends.  There 
"  feemed  a  Cloud  of  evil  Spirits  hovering 
"  round  me,  and  brought  my  Soul  to  the 
K  2  ''  Depth 


3  Journ. 

p.  8j. 
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Bepth  of  Hell O!  the  horrid  Sug^ 

geftions,  that  Satan  has,  Day  after  Day, 
followed  me  with!  He  has  endevoured 
to  caft  a  Cloud ovcv  all  the  Manifefiations 
I  have  had  of  the  Dhine Favour. — Tho' 
the  Lord  has  a  Tlioufand  Times  over 
told  me,  that  he  loved  me  with  an  Ever^ 
lafting  Love  j  yet  Satan  had  the  Ir?jpti- 
dence  to  tell  me,  in  the  Midft  of  my 
Prayers,  that  I  was  not  one  of  Gois 
Eleh,  —  that  I  was  like  Judas,  —  and 
{hould  betray  Chrifi, — He  is  generally  fo 
bufy  with  me  in  Prayer,  that  my  Time 
is  chiefly  fpent  in  keeping  him  off. — 
Thus  has  my  poor  Soul  been  tojjed  as  in  a 
lempeji,  till  brought  almoft  to  Dejpair, 
— Satan  bad  me  worfhip  him,  or  Stocks, 
or  Stones,  or  any  Thing  but  God. — -One 
remarkable  Temptation  was,  that  know- 
ing how  little  Sleep  I  allowed  myfelf-^ 
he  terrified  me  v/ith  this  Scripture,  It  is 
but  loft  Labour  that  you  rife  up  early,  and 
fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  Bread  of  Careful- 
nfs.  Here  he  flopped,— -for  it  was  Sa- 
tan^ Bufinefs  now  to  hide  the  latter 
Part  of  the  Text  from  me." 
This  is  the  fame  Mr.  Seward,  of  whom 
Mr.  IVhitefield  gives  fuch  a  particular  Ac- 
count, "  whofe  Circumiiances,  both  before 
"  and  in  his  Converfion,  much  refemble 
"  ihofc  of  St.  Faul.-'lt  pleafed  God  to  re- 

"  veal 


(  69  ) 

"  veal  his  Son  unto  him,  and  to  caft  him 
"  down  to  the  Earth — by  eight  Days  Sick- 
"  nefs ;  in  which  Time  he  fcarce  ever  eat, 
"  or  drank,  or  flept,  and  underwent  great 

"  hiivard Agonies  andJortures: When 

"  God  fent  a  poor  travelling  Woman^  that 
"  came  to  fell  Straw  Toys,  to  inftrudt  him 
*'  in  the  Nature  o^ omx  Second  Birth.''  And 
what  better  than  Stj-aw  T'oys  did  {he  fell  to 
him?  Of  v/hat  did  (he  deliver  him,  after 
going  through  the  Pangs  of  the  New  Birth, 
and  what  has  he  brought  forth,  but  a  moft 
iveak  and  extravagantly  wild  Journal? 
What  other  Proof  need  we  bring  of  a  weak^ 
or  dijordered  Head,  than  his  being  fo  terri- 
fied  by  that  retnarkable  Temptation  of  6"^- 
tans  alledging  only  a  Pai^t  of  a  Scripture 
PafTage  ?  As  if  the  leaft  Degree  of  Thought, 
or  turning  to  the  Place,  might  not  eaiily 
have  fupplied  the  Defe(ft,— ^r  fo  he  giveth 
his  Beloved  Sleep. 

I  could  tell  him,  from  a  Book  of  Ate- 
ihority,  of  a  morefagaciotis  Saint,  who  out- 
witted the  Devil  in  a  like  Cafe.  "  The 
Devil  once  told  St.  Bernard,  that  he  knew 
certain  Verjes  in  the  PJ alter,  that  whofo 
fayeth  fliall  not  perifli ;  and  fhall  know  the 
Day  of  his  Death.  But  the  Fiend  refufed 
to  name  them.  Then,  Hiid  the  Saint,  I 
will  fay  the  whole  Pfalter  daily.  The  Fiend 
(confidering  how   much  more  Good  that 

would 
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would  do  him,  (hewed  him  the  Verfes." 
Hora  B.Firgimsfec.  uftim  Sacrum.  P.  124. 
Parif.  1534. 

In  Reference  to   the  other  AfTauhs  of 
Safan  upon  Mr.  Seward,  I  fliall  only  men- 
tion one  Popip  Inftance  among  a  Thou- 
fand  ;  which  is  that  of  St.  Guthlac,  agree- 
^  ,  .„      able  in  divers  Circumftances.  "  The  Ene- 
Aa.Sana.  my  of  Mankind  envying  the  Humility  of 
Vol.  3.     the  Man  of  God,  by  the  Force  of  his  Temp- 
'^'^'^^'      rations  almoil:  drove  him  to  the  Pit  of  De- 
/pair. — One  Night  an  infinite  Multitude 
of  Devils  furrounded  him,  filling  all  the 
Air  with  their  ugly  Forms,  as  fo  many  black 
Clouds  J  threaten  him  with  Death,  and  car- 
ry him  away  to  the  very  Jaws  of  Hell.  'Till 
at  length  St.  Bartholomew  comes  to  his  Af- 
fiflance,  and  commands  them  to  carry  him 
fafe  Home."  Nov,  Legend.  Angl.  Fol.  169. 
Nor  can  Mr.  Wefey  efcape  the  Attacks  of 
2  Journ.    this  infernal  Spirit,    "  Soon  after  receiving 
p.  30, 31.  "  an  Afj'ura7ice  ofForgivefiefs, — The  Ene- 
**  my  fuggefted.  This  cannot  be  Faith  :  for 
**  where  is  thy  Joy  ? — 1  was  much  buffeted 
**  with   'Temptations ;    but  cried  out,  and 
"  they  fied  away.  They  returned  again,  and 
"  again. — The  Enemy  injeded  a  Fear,  If 
"  thou   doft  believe y  why  is   there  not  a 
*'  more  fenfible  Cha?!ge? — I  anfwered,  (yet 
''  not  1)  That  I  know  not. — But  is  not  any 
**  Sort  of  Fear,  continued  the  Tempter,  a 
*'  Procf  thiit  thou  dofl  not  believe  ? ' 

You 
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You  obferve  here  a  regular  Converfd- 
tion   and   Dijcourje    between    Satafi  and 

Mr.  IFeJley  : that  Satan  [poke  to  Mr. 

Whitefieldy  and  threatened  him :  — had  the 
Impudence  tojpeak  to  Mr.  Seward^  and  ter- 
rify  him  with  a  PaiTage  in  Scripture.  And 
clfc where  "  the  Devil perfuades  them  to  go 
no  farther ;  —  and  they  have  great  Rea-  Letters. 
Jbnifig  with  Satan." 

And  does  not  this  give  too  much  En- 
couragement to  the  m^iny  fabulous  Tales, 
with  which  Popijh  Legends  are  ftufFed,  of 
vifible  and  perjbnal  Appearances  of  Devils 
to  their  Saints^  of  their  Combats  Hand  to 
Handy  and  Difcourfes  in  an  articulate 
Voice y  &c  ?  True  Catholics,  i.  e.  ignorant 
and  credulous  People,  firmly  believed  thefe 
Tales.  The  Methodifis  perhaps  are  not 
much  wifer ;  and  may  be  equally  ready  to 
conftrue  fuch  Expreffions  in  a  literal  Senfe. 

One  more  Satanical  Operation  I  (hall 
mention  in  this  Place,  becaufe  Mr.  Wejley 
was  concerned  in  it ;   He  relates  the  Cafe 
of  "  feveral  breaking-out  into  horrid  Fits  3Journ. 
of  Laughter  'y — buffeted  by  Satan  by  fuch  a  '^'?^\^ 
Spirit  of  Laughter y  as  they  could  in  no  p.  37,  38. 
wife  re/ifiy  though  it  was  Pain  and  Grief 
unto  them :  —  one  laughing,  till  almoft 
ftr angled: — feme  vftxQ  off^ended^  and  would 
not  believe  but  they  could  help  laughing^  if 
they  would :  —  but  God  fufFered  Satan  to 
teach  them  better.     They  were  fuddenly 

feized 
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felzed  in  the  lame  Manner,  laughing  almofl 
without  ceafing.  Thus  they  continued  for 
fwo  Days,  a  Spedtacle  to  all.  —  And  both 
hi?77jelf  and  Brother  had  been  buffeted  m  the 
fame  Manner,  when  they  walked  out  to 
fing  Pfalms  in  a  Meadow.  Nor  could  they 
poffibiy  refrain,  tho'  ready  to  tear  them- 
felves  in  Pieces;  but  were  forced  to  go 
Home,  without  finglng  another  Line." 

Though  I  am  not  convinced  that  thefe 
Fits  of  Laughing  are  to  be  afcribed  to  5^- 
tan ;  I  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Wejley,  that 
they  are  involuntary  and  unavoidable ;  and 
don't  in  the  leaft  queftion  the  FaSls.  Phy^ 
fical  Writers  tell  us,  that  Laughing-Fits 
are  one  Species  of  a  Delirium^  attending 
on  fome  Diflempers^  and  particularly  on 
the  Hypochondria^  or  Spleen,  (the  principal 
Ingredient  of  Enthufiajhi)  called  by  fome 
the  Organ  of  Laughter ;  whence  laughifig 
People  are  (aid  to  vent  their  Spleen, 

I  don't  remember  any  of  thefe  Laughing- 
Fits  among  Papijls.  But  they  were  very 
common  among  the  French  Prophets  in 
their  Agitations.  'Mx.Aubrey^  in  his  Mif- 
cellanies,  (Page  1 17)  relates  the  fame  Thing 
of  Oliver  Cromwell.  "  Oliver,  fays  he, 
"  had  certainly  this  Afflatus.  One  that 
"  was  at  theBattle  of  Dunbar  told  me  that 
"  Oliver  was  carried  on  with  a  Divi?2e  Im- 
**  piilfe:  he  did  laugh  fo  exceffively  as  if 
"  he  had  been  drunk  —  The  fame  Fit  of 

Laughter 
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"  Laughter  feized  him  jufl.  before  the  Bat- 
"  tie  of  Nafeby."  'Tis  a  Queftion  unde- 
cided, whether  Oliver  was  more  of  the 
Enthiijhjl,  or  the  Hypocrite :  and  I  pre- 
fume  the  Fits  are  no  Proof  of  a  goodCauJe 
either  in  the  Prote^or^  or  the  Methodift, 

I  took  notice  before  how  the  Methodift s 
make  Hell  tre7nble,  and  Satan  i  Kingdom 
totter.     No  wonder  therefore  if  he  rage 
horribly^  and  ftir  up  all  polTible  Oppofition 
to  their  Progrefs.     Hence  Mr.  Whitejield 
aiTures  us,  that  '*  the  Devil  painted  him  in  3  Jo""""' 
moft  horrible  Colours ;  and  raifed  a  report  P'  '^^' 
that  he  was  mad-y  —  that  when  he  went  to  +  J°"''"- 
attack  the  Devil  in  his  ftrongeft  Holdsy  the 
Devil  would  not  permit  the  People  to  give 
him  Audience ;— and  that  Satan  endeavour-  5  Jo"''"- 
ed  to  interrupt  his  preaching,   by  fending  a 
Fannie  upon  his  Audience  in  the  midft  of 
his  Difcourfe." 

Hence  too  Mr.  Weftey  fays,  that  while 
he  was  preaching,  *'  the  Devil  knew  his  4  Joum. 
*'  Kingdom  fhook,  and  therefore  ftirred  P"  37- 
*'  up  his  Servants  to  ringBells^  and  make 
"  a  Noife.  — The  Fri7ice  of  the  Air  made  Pag.  57. 
"  another  Attempt  in  Defence  of  his  tot- 
"  tering   Kingdom ;    great   Numbers   of 
"  Men  began  to  fpeak  big,  fwelling  Words : 
"  —The  many-headed  Bea/l  began  to  roar  Pag.  60. 
"  again  :  —  The  DeviTs  Children  fought 
"  valiantly  for  their  Mafter.  —  One  large  Pag.  82. 
"  Stone  (many  of  which  they  threw)  went 
L  juft 
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*'  juft  over  my  Shoulder.  But  no  one  was 
4  Jo"^-  "  hurt  in  any  Degree.  For  thy  Kingdom 
^•y^^"       "  riileth  over  all.  —  One  Man  took  up  a 

3  Journ.  i  •    i     i  •  * 

p.  91.  "  great  Stone,  which  he  many  times  at- 
*'  tempted  to  throw.  But  that  he  could 
''  not  do." 

To  pafs  over  at  prefent  thefe  Intimations 
of  a  miraculous  Deliver a?ice  j — we  find  the 
Spirits  of  Darknejs  oppofing  themfelves  to 
Fanatical  Popifi  Saints,  and  for  the  Jame 
Reafon.     "  The  Devils  confefled,  that  St. 

Martyroi.  Francis  was  the  Man  in  the  World  whom 

jan.7/'*  they  moft  feared  ;  the  Man>/  ofGodiov 
the  Reformation  of  Mankind-,  for  which 
Reafon  they  plagued  him  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  Power  j  —  and  that  feveral  Councils 
had  been  fummoned  in  Hell,  to  confider 
how  to  deftroy,  or  put  a  Stop  to,  the  Fran- 

Conform.  cifcans.  —  The  Devils  knowing  that  Hell 

^°|-  53.    was  to  be  deflroyed  by  him,  and  his  Society, 

• perfecuted  him  a  thoufand  Ways,  by 

Terrors,  Calumnies,  perfonal  Combats  with 
him  Hand  to  Hand ;  once  by  flinging  a 
large  Piece  of  a  Rock  at  his  Head,  which 
the  Sai?it  made  foft  as  Wax,  by  a  Miracle, 

fol.  140.  that  it  could  not  hurt  him,  &c. — Another 
time  a  noijy  Woman  difturbed  his  Preach- 
ing  by  beating  a  Cymbol;  but  St.  Francis 
bad  the  Devil  t2ike  her;  and  inftantly  he 
came,  and  carried  her  away." 

Ribaden.  "  The  Devils  looked  upon  the  pious 
Ignatius  as  their  irreconcilable  Enemy,  for 

refcuing 
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refcuing  Souls  out  of  their  Hands,  and 
made  War  with  all  his  Followers" — I  could 
add  Hundreds  of  Inftances  of  fuch  Diabo- 
lical Attempts  again  ft  the  Religious  Orders 
among  Papi/ls,  on  Account  of  their  doi77g 
fo  much  Good  in  the  World.  What  Good  they 
have  done  can  be  no  Secret  to  a  Protejlant, 
But  'tis  to  be  hoped,  om  yejiiitical  Me- 
thodijls  will  fall  very  fhort  of  fuch  goodly 
Conjeqiiences.  Sata?i  can't  pofTibly  be  their 
Enemy ^  if  they  proceed  in  i\\Qjame  Me- 
thod. 

§.  8.  Another  Rub  in  the  Methodifl^ 
Way,  and  partly  owing  to  the  ilime  e'^cil 
Spirit,  is  their  frequent  Complaint  o^ fpi- 
ritualDefertions,  inivard  DeadneJJ'es,  Dark- 
neJJ'eSy  Drynefs,  Barrennefs,  and  in  general 
a  dejblate  and  uncomfortable  State.  Their 
fancied  Ilk ??ii nation,  Infpiration,  PrefenceSy 
Calls,  DireBiofJS  and  AJjiftances  of  God,  &c. 
Thefe  have  render'd  their  Enthnfiafm  vio- 
lent and  fiery,  made  their  Breaft  like  a 
burni?jg  Furnace,  with  a  vehement  Rapidi- 
ty coniuming  all  before  it.  But  as  the  Fur- 
nace can't  always  be  kept  up  to  fuch  an  un- 
com?ncn  Heat;  when  the  Few  el  fails,  and 
before  frefli  Recruits  are  colleded ;  a  Dfy- 
nefs  and  ColdJiefs  foon  fucceed  :  all  is  a  fort 
of  Caput  mortuum  within,  a  dead  ifi/ipid 
Lump,  when  the  'volatile  Sti?-its  are  ex- 
haufted. 
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This  State  of  Defohition  they  fometimes 
barely  relate,  and  ibmetimes  impute  it  to 
the  Et-liciency  of  the  Good^  or  of  the  Evil 
Spirit. 

*'  Comforts,  fays  Mr.  Whitefield,  were 
"  foon  withdrawn,  and  a  horrible  Fear- 
''  fulnefs  and  Dread  permitted  to  over- 
"  whelm  my  Soul — attended  with  inward 
"  Darknefs ;  my  Soul  barren  and  dry.  — 
"  Sometimes  I  perceived  myfelf  deferted ; 
''  on  a  fudden  deferted,  and  ftruggled  like 
■  "  one  in  the  laft  Agonies,  — without  any 
"  Life  or  Power— quite  jfhut  up. — Satan 
"  withftood  me  greatly  j  for  on  a  fudden  I 
"  was  deferted.     I  thought  it  was  the  De- 

''  ^'//'s  doing. Quite  fliut  up:    my 

"  Heart  and  Head  were  as  dead  as  a  Stone. 
"  —  God  being  pieafcd  to  withdraw  him- 
*'  felf.  —  For  two  Days  God  has  brought 
"  me  low  by  fpiritual  Defertions!' 

JVefley.  "  For  three  Days  1  was  for- 
.  "  rowful  and  very  heavy  j  could  not  read, 
"  meditate,  fing,  pray,  or  do  any  thing. 
"  —  Continued  to  feek  it  {Faith)  but  v/ith 
*'  flrange  Indifference,  Dulnefs,  and  Coid- 
"  nefs;  and  unufualJy  frequent  Relapfes 
"  into  Sin. — Had  no  Life  or  Spirit  in  me.— 
*'  Our  Society  met :  but  cold,  weary,  heart- 
"  lefs  and  dead.  —  Nothing  of  brotherly 
*'  Love  among  them  ;  but  a  harfli,  dry, 
"  heavy,  flupid  Spirit  j  —looking  as  if 

"  one 
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"  one  Half  of  them  was  afraid  of  the 
"  other." 

"  I  have  found,  (fays  Mr.  Seward)  joMm, 
*'  during  thefe  Tetnptations,  a  general  P-  4°- 
"  Withdrawing  of  God's  Spirit!* 

The  fame  State  of  DereliBion^  &c.  was 
the  common  Lot  of  their  tverfaitlifiii  Al- 
lies.   "  Th^feraphic  St.  Francis  was  redu-  Conform, 
ced  to  fo  great  Tribulation  by  Satan  s  Tern-  ^°'-  53» 
ptationsj  and  the  Lord's  with-holding  his 
ufual  Confolations,  that  he  thought  he  was 
forfaken  by  Chrijl ;  —  and  that  for  feveral 
Months  together.  —The  fiery  St.  Igna-  BartoL 
tins  often  found  all  the  liquid  Pleafures  of  P-  ^o- 
the  inward  Man  quite  dried  away.     A 
Woman  quite  deferted,  and  the  Vein  of  her  ^^id- 
fpiritual  DelicioufneJJ'es  dried  up  in  her  Ari-  ^'  "^^ 
ditieSy  fo  that  flie  could  not  pray^  or  do 
any  thing  to  recover  her  Sweetnejj'es^  was 
reflored  by  Ignatius  to  her  a?norous  Motions 
towards  God. — — A  Jejiiit  under  Defolati-  Balingh. 
ons  and  Dereli<5lions  was  reftored  by  flying  ^^S-  '3- 

to  the  Bojom  ofjefus  aiidMary. M.  of^r.  Mon. 

Piazzi  had  a  long  Combat  v/ith  the  Prin-  ^^V  ^5- 
ces  of  Darknefs ;  was  dry,  defolate,  and  de- 
ferted.  St.  Tereja  for  Two  and  TCwenty  Ribaden. 

Tears  had  great  Aridities  j yet  never  P'  799- 

in  all  that  Time  defired  more  Comfort.  — 
Mary  of  Agreda  was  under  fuch  a  fpiritu-  Life. 
al  Dcfertion^  that  God  for  fome  Years  did 
hide  himfelf  from  her,  withdrawing  the 
Regalds  and  Joys  of  his  Prefcucer 
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The  Methodiftsy  who  complain  fo  often 
of  their  Dejertions,  and  other  occafional 
DejeStiojiSy  and  gloomy  Apprehenfions, 
would  be  very  unwiUing  that  we  (hould 
take  Advantage  of  Mr.  JVhifeficIis  Afler- 
tion,  "  Let  Men  but  love  Chrift^  and  fpend 
"  their  whole  'Time  in  his  Service^  and  they 
"  will  find  no  dully  melancholy  Hours.  Want 
"  of  the  Love  ofGody  I  take  to  be  the  chief 
"  Caufe  of  Indolence  and  Vapour  s'.'  Nor 
need  we  haftil}^  recur  to  the  immediate  Ef- 
ficiency of  2.fupernatural  Agency,  celejlial 
or  infernal.  The  Force  of  Diftemper  and 
bodily  Diforder  will  eafily  account  for  moft 
fuch  dark  and  difconfolate  Thoughts.  A 
difeafed  Melancholy  alone  will  fuffice,  to 
which  many  pious  and  well-meaning  Peo- 
ple are  fubjedt.  Mr.  Whiteficld  himfelf  in 
EfFed  imputes  it  to  Difeafe  j  "  I  was  de- 
"  ferted,  and  then  taken  very  ill  in  Body^ 
"  vomited,  went  to  Bed,— quite  {hut  up, 
*'  my  Indifpofition  flill  continuing.  After 
"  this  my  Spirits  revived.  Body  was 
"  flrengthened,  and  God  gave  me  Utte- 

"  ranee ."  "  Mary  of  Agreda^  befides 

"  fpiritual  Defertio7tSy  2ind  direful  Tejupta- 
*'  tio?js^  was  never  free  from  one  painful 
"  Diftemper  or  other."  The  Defertion  m 
both  Cafes  is  conneded  wirh  the  Difeafe. 

But  even  this  Caufe  is  not  wanted  :  after 
the  Spirits  have  been  wound  up  too  high, 
and   put   upon   extraordinary    Efforts,    a 

Weaknefs 
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Weaknefs  and  Depreffion  of  courfe  fucceed. 
And  we  may  look  upon  'Enthufiajhi  as  a 
Kind  of  Drunkemiefs,  filling  and  intoxicat- 
ing the  Brain  with  the  heated  Fumes  of 
fpirituous  Particles  j  but  no  fooner  do  the 
Inebriation  and  Incalefcence  go  off,  but  a 
Sinking  of  the  Spirit s^  a  Coldnefs  and  Dul- 
nefs,  take  Place:  and  the  lower  is  the 
Depre/Jion  in  proportion  to  the  preceding 
Ele^oation, 

And  yet  thefe  very  Dejertions  they  can 
turn  to  Account  J  and  create  a  fironger 
Notion  among  their  Followers,  that  at 
other  T'imes,  and  in  their  high  Flights,  they 
are  more  immediately  injpired,  and  receive 
extraordinary  Supplies  from  Heaven. 

For  a  clearer  and  fuller  Account  of 
thefe  occafional  Dejertions,  Ehbings  and 
Flmjoings,  SucceJJions  of  hot  and  cold  Fits, — 
I  would  recommend  to  the  Reader  Dr. 
Henry   Mores   Difsourfe    of  Fnthiifiafm, 

Sed.  1 8. This^r^^  fo  truly  defcribes 

the  Nature,  Caufes,  and  Kinds  of  Enthu- 
fiaftn,  that  (were  not  this  Diftemper  gene- 
rally attended  with  the  fame  Symptoms)  one 
would  think  it  a  Prophecy  cfour  Fanatical 
Methodijls. 

§.  9.  Of  the  fame  Nature,  as  an  Inter- 
ruption to  their  Progrefs,  and  genuine 
Confequence  of  Enthujiafm,  may  be  reckon- 
ed their  great  Inequality  and  Vnfieadinefs  of 

Temper 
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Temper  and  Condua;  their  Ebbings  and 
Flowings  of  Sentiments  and  Anions ;  their 
Joys,  ^Frefumptiom,  Ajfurances,  &c.  con- 
trafted  with  various  Torments  and  Scruples 
of  Confcience,  Relapfcs,  Befpairings,  &c. 
Whereby  they  are  loft  and  perplexed  in 
endlefs  Mazes ;  and  their  Cafiles  in  the  Air 
fhattered  to  Pieces. 

As  to  Mr.  Whttefield.^zittx  \\\sfiameful 
(I  mean  pamelefs)  Account  of  his  Strug- 
gles between  Nature  and  Grace^  and  his 
Viciffitudes  of  the  Pradiice  of  Piety  and 
Senfuality  j— and  his  preaching  with  more 
or  le/s  Power,  &c. — I  fee  not  much  of  his 
doubting  Co7ifcience.  He  fwims  fo  fecurely 
on  the  Bkdiiers  of  his  Vanity,  as  to  be  in 
little  Danger  oi  finking.  Something,  how- 
ever, of  this  Nature  appears  in  his  Fifth 

Journal,  p.  ij 19.     But  Mr.  Wejley, 

a  Man  of  deeper  Refledion,  is  much  more 
embarraffed,  and  toffed  up  and  down  with 
alternate  Ri/ings  and  Fallings. 
4journ.  And  he  has  often  "  taken  Occafion  to 
P-  30-  defcribe  that  wildernefs  State,  that  State  of 
Doubts  and  Fears^  which  fo  many  go 
through  after  they  have  received  Remiffion 
of  Sins."     Two  horrible  Inftances  of  this 

Ibid.p.63.  ^^^^  ^^  S^^^^'  "  ^^  Perfons  who,  after 
many  Years  mourning,  were  filled  with 
Peace  and  Joy  in  believing  ;  but  fuddenly 
fuch  a  C/oz/i  overwhelmed  them,  that  they 
could  not  \>^\.ts^  i}i\^v:  Sim  were  forgiven 

at 
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at  all,  or  that  there  was  any  fuch  Thing 
as  Forgivenejs  ofSms,  any  Heaven  or  Hell^ 
&c."  Whether  they  twtv  returned  to  their 

Faith  and  Peace  we  have  no  Account. 

But  let  us  fee  what  he  fays  of  himfelf,  and 
the  Dijira^ions  of  his  own  Mind. 

-"  My  Spirit  revived  ;  fo  thatyro;;/  i  Joum. 

**  this  Day  I  had  no  more  of  that  Fearful-  P-  ^^• 
"  nefs  and  Heavinefs^  which  before  almoft 
"  continually  weighed  me  down."  And 
yet  he  writes  in  the  very  fame  Page,  "  I 
"  went  to  America  to  convert  the  hidians  : 
"  But  oh !  who  (liall  convert  me  !  Who, 
"  what  is  he,  that  will  deliver  me  from 

"  this  evil  Heart  oiVnbeUej I 1  think 

"  verily,  if  the  Gofpel  be  true,  I  am  fafe. 
"  — rlfiew  7ny  Faith  by  my  Works. — But 
*'  in   a  Storm  I  think,  what  if  the  Gofpel 

*'  be  not  true  ? 1  have  learned,  that  I, 

"  who  went  to  America  to  convert  others, 

"  was  never  converted  my/elf. If  it  be  Pag.  67—. 

*'  faid,   that  /  have  Faith ;  I  anfwer,  fo  '°* 

"  have  the  Devils. Thrown  into  great 

"  Perplexities. 1  cannot  find  in  myfelf 

"  the  Love  of  God,  or  of  Chriji.  Hence 
"  my  Deadnefs  and  Wanderings  in  Pub- 
"  lie  Prayer.  Hence  it  is,  that  even  in 
*'  the  Holy  Communion  I  have  rarely  any 
"  more  than  a  cold  Attention.— —When  1 
''hear  of  the  higheft  Inftances  of  God's 
"  Love,  my  Heart  is  (1111  fenfelefs  and  un- 
"  aifeaed.  Yea,  at  this  Moment,  I  feel  ^  Jo"^"- 
M  -no^"''^' 
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"  no  more  Low  to  him,  than  to  one  1  had 

"  never  heard  of. Troubled  at  what 

*'  fome  faid,--doubtful  of  my  own  State.— 

2  Journ.         *'  By  Peter  Bohler  (a  Moravian)  clear- 

p.  1 1,1 6.  cc  ly  convinced  of  Unbelief; — immediate- 

"  ly  it  (Iruck  into   my  Mind,  Leave  off 

"  Preaching. 1  afked  Bohler,  whether 

"  he  thought  I  fhould  leave  it  off,  or 
"  not  ?  He  anfwered,  by  no  Means.  I 
"  alked,  but  'what  can  I  preach  ?  He  faid, 

"  preach  Faith,  'till  you  have  it. My 

"  Soul  ftarted  back  : 1  afked  P.  Bohler 

"  again. 

"  All  the  Time  I  was  at  Savannah  I 

"  was  thus  beating  the  Air. 1  had  w//- 

*'  lingly  ferved  Sin :  now  it  was  unwil- 
"  lingly  :  but  ftill  I  ferved  it.  I  fell,  and 
"  roj'e,  and  fell  again.  Sometimes  I  was 
"  overcome,  and  in  Heavinefs  ;  fometimes 

"  I   overcame,  and  was  in  Joy. This 

"  Struggle  between  Nature  and  Grace  con- 

"  tinned  above  ten  Tears." At  length, 

"  my  Heart  was  ftrangely  warmed, — had 
*'  an  Affiirancc  of  Forgive nefs. — The£w^- 
*'  ?ny  fuggefted,  this  cannot  be  Faith, — 
*'  was  much  buffeted  with  Tefnptations : 
"  but  cried  our,  and  they  fled  away. 
"  They  returned  again,  and  again,  &c. 
*'  I   afked   Mr.    T^ekhig,    the  Moravian^ 

"  what  to  do? 1  have  now  conftanf 

"  Peace  :  not  one  uneafy  Thought.  And 
''  1  have  Freedom  from  S/n  :  not  one  un- 

"  holy 
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"  holy  Defire.     Yet  on  Wednefday  did  I 

"  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God: continued 

"  in  this  Heavinefs  till  the  next  Morning, 
"  — Again  ftrongly  ajj'aulted^  —  but  after 
"  I  had  prayed  faintly,  the  Temptation 
"  vaniflied  away.  —  ILd  ftill  more  Com- 
*'  fort  and  Peace,  and  Joy  ;  on  which,  I 
*  *  fear,  I  began  to  prefuuie,  —  was  thrown 
*'  into  Perplexity  by  a  Letter,  aflerting, 
"  that  710  Doubti?ig  or  Fear  could  conjifi 
"  'with  true  Faith.  —  Begging  of  God  to  ^/;^;"- 
*'  diretfl  me,  I  opened  my  Teftament. — 
"  My  weak  Mind  could  not  bear  to  be 
"  \k\Vi^fawn  afiinderT  —  Once  more,  "  1 3  Jo"''"- 

"  Preached, but  had  no  Life  or  Spirit  ^" 

"  in  me ;  and  was  much  in  Doubt,  whe- 

*'  ther  God  would  not  lay  me  afide,  and 

"  fend  other  Labourers  into  his  Harvejl. 

"  I    came  to     the    Society    full   of    this 

"  Thought." — In  another  Place  he  readily  Pag.  7S. 

owns  his  Jreque^it  Relapfes  into  Sin  for  near 

twice  ten  Tears^  &c. 

Such  is  the  Cafe  of  a  Perfcn,  who  tells 
us,  that  "  he  carefully   confidered  every 

Step  he  took  : that  he  hiows  ajfuredly, 

that  where  Reafon  fails,  God  will  diredi 
our  Path  by  Lot,  or  other  Means  ;  —•  one, 
who  was  almoft  perpetually  dipping  into 
the  Bible  for  fuch  Diredlion  ;  and  one  of 
intimate  Communication  with  the  Deity T 
And  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  fuch  a  one 
{hould  be  deflitute  of  Means  to  refohe  his 
M  2  Scruples? 
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Scruples  ?  Should  be  ever  af  Variance  with 
himfelf,  and  find  no  Place  to  fix  his  Foot  ? 
But  this  is  the  Nature  of  his  Dijeafe  j  and 
I  could  run  the  Parallel  through  Num- 
bers of  Fanatical  Papijls-,  but  fliall  be 
contented  with  only  two.  And  if  the 
Reader  will  pleafe  to  recollect  what  was 
faid  before  of  the  Methodijh  ConfliBs  with 
Sata?iy  their  Spiritual  T>efertions^  their  iin- 
equal  TIemper  and  Unjieadinefs  in  this  Ar- 

tick  ; and  alfo  take  in  what  will  be 

farther  faid  of  >^\€yi  general  Int angle me?jfs 
andlnconfijlency  in  Sentiment  and  Conducft, 
^c.  he  will  find  a  pretty  exaB  Agreement ; 
and  probably  conclude  the  Methodift  to  be 
as  true  a  Saint  as  the  Fapifi  i  and  like  to 
produce  as  ufefiil  a  Society. 
Bart.  Vit.  My  firft  Parallel  fliall  be  the  glorious 
Ignat.  Pounder  of  the  Jefuits^  taken  from  his 
Lije  by  Father  Bartolus.  "  Manifold 
*'  were  Ignatius' s  Experiences  of  Perils  ; 
"  but  none  more  capital,  or  more  trou- 
"  blefome,  than  his  Scruples.  It  fo  pleafed 
**  Godj  that  Satan  fliould  fill  and  vex  his 
*'  Mind  with  infinite  Doubtings.  He  ftood 
**  in  Fear  of  fome  great  Sin  in  whatever 
**  he  did.  The  liquid  Joys  too  of  his  in- 
*'  ward  Man  were  dried  up\  his  Mind 
*'  difturbed  and  tofled  with  Perplexities ; 
*'  rendered  unfit  for  thofe  divine  Draughts^ 
*'  which  in  its  ferene  State  it  had  drawn 
"  from  Heaven,     Moreover  he  was  then 


p.  20 


more 
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more  grievouily  anxious^  when  he 
thought  upon  heavenly  Things.  And 
this  was  his  Occupation  by  Day  and 
Night,  to  litigate^  ivratigk,  and  be  per- 
plexed with  himfelf ;  whether  this  and 
t'other  were  not  Sifis^  and  he  guilty 
of  any.  And  the  more  he  ftrove  to 
extricate  himfelf,  the  more  was  he  in- 
tangkd,  —  His  Confejjor  forbad  him  to 
give  Ear  to  Scruples ;  but  what  was  to  be 
reckoned  a  Scruple  afforded  new  Matter 
oi  2.Jcrupulous  Enquiry :  every  Thing  to 
Minds  thus  ill- affected  2&Qxd^\x\^  Scruple 
and  Doubt,  So  that  he  thought  God 
was  turned  from  him  ;  and,  as  is  ufual 
in  thefe  Streights,  would  etetmally  de- 
flroy  him. — -Thus  did  the  De-vils  wound 
him,  as  with  fo  many  Arrows ;  demo- 
lifhing  his  holy  Reji  by  atixious  T'houghts, 
and  depriving  him  of  his  calm  and  Jl ill 
Co?jfidence  in  God,  and  filial  Love.  But 
this  was  their  chief  Aim,  to  drive  him 
into  De/pair J  and  make  him  put  an  End 
to  his  Life.  So  that  he  was  ftrongly 
led  to  throw  himfelf  out  of  the  IFi?2- 
dow.  Then  he  would  needs  flarve 
himfelf,  till  his  Confejjor  made  him  re- 
turn to  \\\%  ufual  Refi-cjh}}icnts. And 

now  he  began  to  rejoice  as  a  Conqueror : 
but  fcarce  were  two  Days  elapfed,  when 
a  new  unforefeen  T'empefi  aro/e,  of  Scru- 
ples^ Dijide}jcey  Sadnefs    and   De/pair^ 

""  not 
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•'  not  more  gentle  than  the  Torments  of 

"  the  Damned.  —  But  in  a  little  Ti?ne  this 

"  fecojjd  Tempeji  ceafed.     The  Heaven  of 

"  his  Mind  became  calm  and  bright^  and 

*'  his  Alacrity  was  more  copious  than  be- 

*'  fore. — Godg2iWc  him  thefe  Experiences^ 

"  the  Difcipline  of  which  he  was  to  de- 

*'  liver  to  others.     Certainly  from  thefe  fo 

*'  different  and  oppojite  ViciJJitudes  of  Souly 

"  the  irriguous  and  dry^  the  anxious  and 

"  JecurCy  the  fad  and  the  chearful;  he  be- 

*'  came  fo  well  fkilled  in  thofe  alternate 

"  MotiofJSj  wherewith  the  Divine  Goodnefi 

"  aSluates  his  own^  that  when  others  were 

"  to  be  injlrudled  in  them,  they   might 

"  transfer  the  beft  Example  from    him- 

'' felfr 

The   other    Parallel   is    the    Seraphic 

Virgin  St.  Tere/a  j  who  was   not  indeed 

troubled  with  fuch  a  very  fcrupuloiis  Con- 

fcience  as  the  former,  but  was  a  Lady  of 

a  very  dubious  CharaSler,  of  very  unequal 

and  defultory  ConduB,  generally  wavering 

between  the  Saint  and  the  Sinner  3  —  and 

that  according  to  the  Account  of  Popip 

Authors.     What  follows  of  her  is   tran- 

fcribed  from  her  Life  written  by  Riba- 

deneira. 

Ribaden.        "  At  fx,  or  feven^  Years  of  Age  (he 

^'^•..'5'   "  took  great  Delight  in  readlno;  the  Lives 
p  788  'I 

*'  of  the  Saints  \  which  inflamed  her  with 

*'  a  DcHre  o(  Martyrdom  :  3.1  twelve,  her 

"  Mother 
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"  Mother  dying,  flie  chofe  the  Virgin 
"  Mary  to  be  her  Mother.  But  the  Devil 
"  envying  thefe  happy  Beginnings  made 
"  her  relax  her  holy  Fervour,  by  reading 
"  Romances,  vain  Companions,  trimming 
"  her  Hair,  and  ufing  Perfufnes.  But  our 
"  Lord  did  not  lo?ig  permit  thefe  Vanities, 
"  but  ordered  her  into  a  Monafiery -, 
"  where  fhe  began  to  re  fume  her  pious 
"  Cujloms  J  prayed  much,  defired  the  Pray- 
"  ers  of  the  Religious,  but  did  not  ^wholly 
"  defire  to  be  one  herfelf.  — Being  twenty 
"  Years  of  Age,  fhe  enters  into  the  Order 
"  of  the  Carmelites  j  but  with  great  Con- 
"  tradidion  of  her  Soul,  Grief,  Refent- 
"  ment  and  Pain.  As  foon  as  (he  had 
"  taken  the  Habit,  immediately  (lie  had 
"  great  and  lafting  Joy,  and  the  Aridity 
"  of  her  Soul  went  off.  At  the  End  of 
**  the  Year  fhe  made  her  ProfeJJion  with 
"  Joy  and  Contentment,  but  not  without 
*'  Difficulty,  on  account  of  rude  AJfaults 
"  from  the  Devil.  She  had  not  been 
"  long  in  Religion,  before  (he  grew  fami- 
"  liar  with  Perfons  of  dangerous  Conver- 
"  fation,  and  left  off  her  Prayer  :  A  Year 
**  after  flie  returns  to  her  Prayer,  but  did 
*'  not  leave  off  her  accu/lomed  Converfa- 
"  tion.  —  A  Vifion  ofChri/l  wounded,  and 
"  Hell  opened,  helped  her  towards  leaving 
"  off  her  bad  Conver fation  j  but  not  inftant^ 
1**  /y,  nor  entirely.  ^-  But  even  before  her 

''full 
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"  full  Converfwn,  fometimes  (he  would  be 
"  careful  of  offending  God  for  a  Month, 
**  or  a  Year.  —She  was  thus  about  twenty 
"  Tears  falling,  and  rifing  again,  without 
**  fully  enjoying  the  Confolations  of  God. 
*'  — She  has  a  new  Fear,  that  her  Sweets 
"  nefs  in  Prayer,  and  Sujpenfion  of  her 
'*  Soul,  were  Illujiom  of  the  Devil.  And 
*'  fome  Servants  of  GcJ  judged  it  was  fo 
"  indeed,  by  reafon  of  her  Imperfections ; 
**  Gods  Favours  being  incompatible  with 
"  her  Kifid  of  Life : — and  it  augmented 
"  their  Sufpicion,  that  tho'  fhe  had  been 
"  twenty  Tears  in  Prayer,  (he  was  never 
"  fufEciently  changed.  Some  yefiiits  how- 
*'  ever  affure  her  all  was  from  God.  After 
"  this  fhe  was  in  a  Rapt,  wholly  tran- 
"  fported  out  of  herfelf  and  heard  a  Voice 
"  from  the  Bottom  of  her  Soul,  I  will 
•'  that  thou  leave  the  Familiarity  with  Men^ 
**  and  cojiverfe  with  the  A?jgeh.  From 
"  that  Time  fhe  was  wholly  changed  in  a 
"  Moment,  had  many  fublime  Vifions  and 
"  Vifits  from  Chrift  -,  but  ftill  many  fu- 
"  fped:ed  all  was  from  the  Devil.  Things 
"  were  faid  greatly  prejudicial  to  her  good 
*'  Name-,  and  (he  went  on  —  under  great 

"  Oppofition  from  Men  and  Devils. 

"  Now  under  great  Aridities  for  twenty- 
"  two  Tears,  without  defiling  Comfort ; 
"  — then  feeling  high  Giifts  and  Confolations, 
•"  called  Unions  i    amorov.s,  Jweet^  raging 

"  Torments 
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"  torments  of  Divine  Love ;  taken  by  the 
"  Handy  and  dandled  by  St.  Dominic  ^ — • 
"  dies  by  the  Force  of  Divine  Love,  - —  is 
"  canonized,  (^c.'* 

Thus  (lands  the  Account  from  as  true  a 
Catholic,  and  zealous  Jefuit,  as  ever  wrote. 
And  what  follows  has  a  more  authentic 
Seal,  attefted  by  Infallibility  in  the  Roman 
Breviary y  061.  155  and  efpecially  in  the 
A£is  of  her  Caiionvzation  by  Gregory  XV. 
'Tis  in  the  Bullariu?n  Cherubini,  Vol.  III. 
p.  306. — Rom.  1638.  And  tho'  it  may 
feem  a  Digrefjion,  it  affords,  altogether,  a. 
juft  Notion  of  a  compleat  Popifi  Saint,  and 
helps  on  the  Compari/on  with  Methodijlical 
Sainfjhip. 

"  At  the  Time  fore-ordained  by  God, 
"  he  raifed  up  a  7iew  Deborah,  the  pej-pe- 
**  tual  Virgin  Tere/a,  the  Holy  and  EleSt^ 
**  to  be  ivorfipped  and  venerated  by  Papal 
**  Apo/iolical Authority :  -Gc)^  having  pour- 
''  ed  out  i\\Q  Abuj2da?ice  of  his  Spirit  upon 
*'  his  Handmaid. — When  but  a  Child,  by 
**  reading  the  ABs  of  the  Martyrs,  fhe 
<*  burned  with  Defire  to  go  into  Africa, 
"  and  fhed  her  Blood  for  Chriji,  At 
*^  twenty,  (he  efpoufcd  herfelf  to  Chriji  -, 
"  and  for  twenty-two  Tears  bore  with  in- 
"  vincible  Patience  the  moft  gi  ievous  Dif 
"  ea/es  and  Temptations,  without  any  Re- 
"  frefliment  of  fupernatural  Con jolat ions. 
*'  She  was  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  Truth 
''  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  all  the  Do- 
N  "  6lrines 
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"  Brines  of  Popery,  that  {he  often  faid,  it 
"  was  ?20t  fojjibk  to  have  a  greater  Certi- 
*'  tilde  of  any  thing.  By  this  Faith,  {he 
*'  had  Inch  a  clear  Sight  of  Chrijfs  real 
"  Prefence  in  the  Eucharift,  that  {lie  en- 
"  vied  not  thofc  who  had  feen  him  on 
*'  Earth. — She  was  often  in  Ecjiafies,  and 
"  Jhatched  up  to  the  Fruition  of  Heaven 
"  upon  Earth.  Chrift  wonderfully  filled 
"  her  with  ViJioJis  and  Revelations;  he 
"  came  and  ejpoiijed  her  by  a  Ring-,  and 
"  faid,  Henceforth  I  am  wholly  yours,  and 

"  you  wholly  mine. Nothing  could  ex- 

"  ceed  her  Love  of  Gcd-j  for  fhe  died  by 
"  the  intolerable  Fire  of  it.  Nor  could 
"  any  thing  exceed  her  Love  cf  Man,  — 
*'  She  fo  flridly  obferved  her  Vow  ofObe- 
"  dience,  that,  as  a  remarkable  Example^ 
*'  when  her  Superiors  fufpeded  her  Vifits 
*'  from  fefus  to  be  diabolical  Delufions,  by 
"  their  Command  {lie  humbly  derided  and 
*'  contemned  her  heavenly  Spoiife,  when  he 
"  made  her  a  Vifit:  —  not  without  being 
*'  rewarded  for  this  profound  Obediejice : 
"  and  fhe  was  wont  to  fay,  That  /l.^e  might 
*'  be  deceived  as  to  dijcerning  a  Vifw7i,  or 
"  Revelation  y  but  could  not  be  deceived  in 
"  obeying  her  Superiors.  She  was  fuch 

*'  a  Lover  of  Poverty,  that  {lie  always 
*'  chofe  the  vileft  Habit;  and  if  at  any 
"  time  file  wanted  Neceffaries,  fhe  would 
*'  marvehufy  rejoice^  exult  ^  and  give  thanks. 

"  —She 
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*'  — She  excelled />^/;Y/t7/ Azr/y  In  the  Vir- 
**  tue  of  inidefikd  Chaftity  -,  preferving  an 
**  Angelical  FLirit)\  unfpotted^  from  Child- 
*'  hood  to  Death.— Such  was  her  Hiimili- 
<*  /)',  that  when  filled  v/ith  the  j at  things 
*'  of  Divine  Graces^  flie  would  often  cry 
"  out  to  God  to  put  an  End  to  thefe  Blef- 
*'  fings,  and  not  fo  foon  to  forget  her  Sins. 
<*  She  moft  ardently  thirfted  after  Contii- 
**  melieSj  Derifions^  and  Sufferings  \  it  be- 
»'  ing  her  Motto ^  Either  tofuffer  or  die. — 
«'  Shev/as  fo  watered  wiih  the  Showers  of 
"  Celeftial  Wijdom,  that  (he  iirote  Books  of 
"  Mxftic  Theology,  and  undertook  the  Re- 
<c  formation  of  Women  and  Men. — She  builds 
*'  Monafieries  without  Money ^  or  Income  -, 
*'  — works  numerous  Miracles  by  her  Me- 
"  rits  and  Liter ceffions ;  curing  Fevers,  &c. 
<'  in  a  Moment ;  dies  with  a  Crucifix  in  her 
*'  Hand;  — her  Soul  is  fcen  flying  out  of  her 
"  Mouth,  in  the  Shape  of  a  little  white 
"  Dove,  and  mounted  up  to  Heaven ;  — 
«'  many  Nuns  and  Religious  faw  her  in  a 
<'  high  Degree  of  Glory  above  ;  as  another 
"  had  feen  the  Lord  Chrifi  fitting  by  her 
*'  Bed- fide,  while  alive.  —  tier  dead  Body 
"  was  furpr i  fi  n  gl  y  beautiful  and  odoriferous, 
*'  by  the  Odor  of  the  Ointments  wherewith 
**  her  mojl  holy  Body  was  perfumed  by  our 
*'  Lord;  2.x\^\i  xQ.m:i\r.^  odorous  and unccr- 
*'  rupt  to  this  Day."  So  glorionfly  ends 
the  Struggle  between  Carnality  andE?2thufi- 
afm,  N  2  §•  JO-  Biit 
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§.  10.  But  that  the  Saints  may  not  be 
left  comfortlejs  under  the  State  either  of 
Defer t ion  or  Incertitude,  we  are  to  confi- 
der  what  Advantages  and  Benefits  are 
drawn  from  them,  and  their  ConfeJJions  of 
being  thus  toJJ'cd.  I  took  notice  before  of 
their  creating  by  Dejertions  an  Opinion 
of  being  extraordina?Hly  infhired,  and  at- 
tended by  Heaven,  when  free  from  them ; 
and  now  fubjoin  their  own  Accounts  of 
receiving  fuch  fpiritual  Succours  a7id  Ad- 
vantages, either  during  their  fevere  Trials, 
Journ.  or  very  foon  after.  For,  as  Mr.  Seward 
P-  43-  elegantly  exprelTeth  it,  *'  I  was  much 
"  humbled  and  opprefled  by  the  Hidings 
^'^  of  my  Beloved:  but  lo !  the  Goodnefs 
"  of  our  God:  if  he  feems  to  withdraw 
"  for  a  Moment,  it  is  only  that  his  Return 
"  may  be  xhtfiwceter^ 
3  Journ.  Mr.  Whitefield  is  often  declaiming  in 
P-  3»  4-  this  Strain.  "  My  Body  was  %veak,  but 
"  I  found  2ifuper natural  Strength, — again 

**  a  little  opprefTed  with  Drowfinefs.- 

"  When  I  am  weak,  then  I  am  ftrong.  — ^ 
"  Deferted  for  a  little  while,  and  much 
*'  opprelTed,  efpecially  before  Preaching ; 
"  but  Comhiifoon  after  flows  in.  —  Had 
"  a  Hoarfnefs,  and  was  deferted  before  I 
*'  went  up  into  the  Pulpit ;  but  God 
*'  flrcngthened  me  to  fpcak.  —  Taken  ill, 
P-^S-  57-    *'  but  God  firengthened  me  to  preach  to  a 

"  great 
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**  great  Congregation. 1  was  i^ery  fick  3  Jo""- 

"  and  weak  j  but  liich  Power  was  give?!  ^'  '  '^' 
"  me  from  above,  tbat — .    At  firft  getting  ^  joy^n. 
"  up  I  was  weak  and  dry ;    but  God  re-  p.  35- 
"  newed  my  Strength. 

"  We  have  not  had  fuch  a  continued  3  Joum. 
"  Pre  fence  of  God,  as  fince  I  was  threaten  d\2'^'  55. 
**  to  be  excommunicated.  —  I  never  am  fo 
"  much  qffifted,  as  when  Perfons  endea- 
"  vour  to  blacken  me :  Numbers  of  Hear- 
"  crs  increafe  by  Oppojition, — Ever  fince  I  4  joum. 
"  was  abiifed  at  Bafmgjioke  I  have  hadps^- 
"  great  Communicatiom  with  God.  — 'The 
"  more  1  am  contetnned,  the  more  God  de- 
**  lights  to  honour  me!'     Again,    on   the 
other  Side,  "  I  obferve  thefe  inward  Trials  ^  journ. 
"  always  follow  inward  Co7nmimicatio?is.v^ '^s^ '^^* 
"  For  thefe  two  Days  I  have  been  much  *7»  '8. 
"  affifled.     Left  1  fhould  htpuffed-up,  and 
"  to  prepare  me  for  greater  Degrees  of 
"  Light,  God  has  fent  me  a  T'horn  in  the 
"  Flefh. — -God  took  off  my  Chariot-Wheels^ 
"  I  drove  exceeding  heavily,  but  this  latter 
"  Part  of  the  Week  he  has  reftored  me  the 
"  Light  of  his  Countenance. — Had  zfweet 
"  Sacra?nent  and Love-Feafi,  felt  unfpeak- 
*'  able  Comfort  and  Warmth ;  but  at  Night 
"  a  Senfe  of  my  Sins  weighed  me  down  a~ 
**  gain.  — Was  much  tempted:   a  Mercy 
"  this  from  God,  to  prepare  me  for  future 
**  Bkjings.  — Much  ftrengihened  afjd  afjifi^ 
**  edy  an  ample  Recompe?ice  for  the  Trials 

"of 


{  94) 
"  of  laft  Week.  —  Dcferted  ;  which  I  al- 
"  ways  look  upon  as  a  certain  Prepara- 
"  the  for  fome  approaching  Mercy." 

As  to  thefe  ViciJJitudes  of  Weak7iefs  and 
Strength,  &c.  'tis  common  and  natural  for 
Clergymen^  when  out  of  Order,  to  be  fome- 
thing  low  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Sermon-, 
but  to  get  Strength  and  Spirits  as  they  go 
on,  and  mend  by  Exercife  and  Adion.  I 
have  found  it  fo  myfelf,  and  fo  have  a 
Hundred  others. — The  Change  and  Emo- 
tions in  Vir.WhiteJield,  after  being  threaten- 
ed and  abufedy  may  only  fhew  that  his 
Spirit  was  provoked,  andPaJJions  raijed. — 
When  the  Spirits  have  mounted  by  Tran- 
sports of  Joy,  we  know  they  will  naturally 
fmk.  —  And  whenever  Providence  removes 
any  of  our  Troubles  and  Sorrows,  we  hope 
we  are  not  infenfible^  or  unthankful.  But 
in  all  thefe  Cafes, we  leave  to  the  Methodifis 
the  Prefumpiion  of  bragging  oi fupernatural 
Strength,2.nd  a  fort  of  miraculous  Ane{ia.t\on 
to  their  peculiar  Mi //ion,  and  /dvouird  Per- 
fins  J — after  the  Model  of  their  o\dJ//ociates. 
Ribaden.  *'  St.  Catherine  ht\ng  te?7ipted  by  Satan 
P-  ^93-  Yvith  foul  Images  and  impure  Dreams,  our 
Lord  afterwards  fiiewed  himfelf  to  her. 
To  whom  (he  moft  lovingly  complained. 
Where  ixrrcyou,  O  deareft  Spoufe,  that  you 
did  /b  abandon  7ne  ?  She  was  a  long  Time 
afflidled  with  thefe  abfurd  and  impure 
Images  J  —and  by  the  Devil's  Injligation  a 

wicked 
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wicked  Woman  gave  out,  that  St.  Catherine 
was  a  fond  and  light  Woman.     But  her 
Heavenly  Spoufe  foon  came,  and  brought 
her  a  viBorious  Crown,- — and  the  fal/e  Ac- 
cufer  was  compelled  to  acquit  the  Saintyand 
beg  Pardon  for  the  SUmder,  having  feen  a  Buliar. 
Vtfwn  of  her  in  Brightnejl  and  Maje/iy. —  p°^' 'j* 
The  Devil  {i\\\  found  Means  of  troubling 
her  anew  ;  but  Chrijl  always  comes  in  to 
deliver  and  recreate  her, On  which  Ac- 
count, as  the  Fope  himfeif  affures  us,  (he  Ribaden.] 
would   fay,   When  I  am  weak,  then  a?n  I^'  ^^^' 
Jirongy—'^  The  Devil  raifed  terrible  Storms 
and  Oppofitions  againft  Ignatius -y  but  his 
Inftitution  took  deeper  Root  by  thefe  Con- 
tradiBions  : — and  when  he  was  modweary 
a?id'ficklyy  then  did  he  appear  moft  courage-  Spinell. 
ous  and  flrong  ;  and  che  Force  of  God  did  ^*Jj^* 
more  clearly  manifeft  itfelf/'  —  "  Father  p.  52*4. 
Laynez  ajcfuity  being  to  preach  on  the  Itn- 
maculate  Concept  ion  y    was  forced  to  mount 
the  Pulpit,  tho'  very  ill  of  a  Fever  ;  but  the 
Virgin  Mary  Jo  ajjijled\\\\xiy  that  he  came  conform 
down  ftronger  than  he  went  up."  —  "  St. 
Francis  s  Life  was  nothing  elfe  but  a  Chain 
ofT'emptations  and  Confolat ions y   one  Link 
blacky  the  next  white!' 

§.  II.  Were  not  theTallc  too  tedious^ 
one  might  trace  out  this  Inequality  and  Un- 
JleadinefSy  merely  from  their  czcvz  Writings y 
in  Refpedl  of  thtir  whole  Condudt,  in  Sen- 
timent and  Pradiice.  I  fhall  in  ft  a  nee  in 
fome  Particulars,  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

'^  Sometimes 
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"  Sometimes  they  defire,  love,  and  pray 
for  Difgrace,  Hatred,  all  Manner  of  /// 
Ujage ;  complain  of  croil  treatment  and 
kind  Reception  from  their  Friends ;  can't 
be  Chrijlians,  unlefs  they  are  generally,  and 
almofl  tiniverjally  bated,  &cc.  At  other 
Times  boafting  of,  and  thanking  God  for, 
their  Prefents,  Entertainments,  Benevolence, 
Bank-Bills,  and  comfortable  Receptions; 
and  uncommon  Affedions  towards  them  : 
—that  the  Number  of  their  Enemies  is  in- 
confiderable,  but  their  Friends  cannot  be 
numbered.  Not  without  feeling  and  bitter 
Complaints  of  ///  Ufage." 

Sometimes  "  they  forefee  Succefs  in 
Preaching  becauje  they  meet  with  fo  much 
Oppofition :  The  Devil  and  his  Agents  are 
enraged,  and  endeavour  to  obftrud;  them ; 
therefore  they  hope,  and  know,  that  God 
has  Work  to  do  in  this  Place,  &c.  Again 
at  other  Times,  they  depend  upon  Succefs, 
becaufe  they  have  little  or  no  Oppofition  : 
and  nothing  confirms  them  more  in  their 
Opinion,  that  God  is  working  a  great  Work 
upon  Earthy  than  finding  Perfons  of  all 
Denominations  ftruggling  for  them. — God 
has  much  People  in  this  Place." 

One  of  them  muft  take  a  Wild-Goofe- 
Chace  to  hunt  for  Ch^ifl  in  Germany  among 
the  Moravians,  and  is  going  to  the  Coutitjy 
of  the  Chriftiajis.  Returns,  and  is  con- 
vinced, that  one  need  not  travel  thither 

"  for 
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for  Chrijlianky.  —  He  reprefents  them  in 
general  in  the  blackejl  Colours^ — dares  in  ?2o 
wife  join  with  them  ;— becaufe  their  Scheme 
is  in  even  Point  refined  immeafurably  be- 
yond the  plain  Go/pel.  Darknefs,  and 
Clofenefs,  and  Guile,  in  almoft  all  their 
Words  and  Behaviour  j  teaching  for  Doc- 
trines the  Commandments  of  Men  j  Dealers 
in  Sophi/lry  ;  and  of  all   Men   living  the 

wijeft  in  their  Generation  3 by  no  Meam 

zealous  of  good  Works  i  utterly  defpifing 
and  trampling  upon  Self- denial --,  zealoufly 
cautioning  us  againft  the  natural  Love  of 
one  another  j  and  having  in  Truth  well- 
nigh  deftroyed  Brotherly  Love  from  among 
us  ; holding  many  deteftable  and  per- 
nicious Opinions,  G?r."  And  yet,  not 
only  doth  Mr.  IVhite field  "  admire  their  3  Joum. 
great  Simplicity ;"  but  Mr.  JVefey  himfclf  P-  "9- 
declares  that  "  in  the  main,  they^^re  fome 
of  the  bed;  People  in  the  World,  only 
wrong  in  a  few  Points. — They  love  God, 
and  love  one  another,  and  excel  in  Sweet- 
nefs  of  Behaviour  :  —  -  trample  under  the 
Luft  of  the  Flefli,  the  Luft  of  the  Eye, 
and  the  Pride  of  Life.  His  Love  and 
Efteem  of  them  increafes  more  and  more  : 
he  even  marvels  how  he  can  abftain  fro?n 
joining  them.  His  own  Difciples  among 
the  Mefhodifls  go  over  to  them  in  Crowds. 
But  ft  ill  Methodifm  is  the  ftrongeft  Barrier 
againft  the  Moravian  Dodtrines  and  Prin- 
O  cipks." 
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ciples."  The  Moravians  juftly  charge  him 
with  this  Inconfillency  of  Behaviour  :  and 
we  may  lafelydefy  him,  with  all  his  Subtle- 
ties and  DiJiinBionSy  to  clear  himfelf. 

How  commonly  do  we  find  our  Me- 
thodi/ls  fiill-fwelled  with  Vanity  and  Pride, 
Boaftings,  Haughtinefs  and  Arrogance?  In 
a  little  Time  they  feel  a  CompunBion  ;  the 
Bladder  is  pricked,  flirinks  and  fhrivels ; 
and  they  fall  into  the  mod  lowly  and  ab- 
je(5t  State  of  Vilencfs  and  Nothingnefs. 

Booh  are  publiilied,  (as  T^he  CharaBcr 
ofaMefhodifl,  &c.)  wherein  thofe  of  this 
SeB  are  defcribed  as  having  all  the  Virtues 
and  Graces  that  can  adorn  or  exalt  the 
Chrijlian  Frojejjion  ;  as  the  mildeft  and 
meekeft,  the  moft  humble,  loving,  charita- 
ble, and  innocent  Creatures  upon  Earth. 
And  on  the  contrary,  read  but  their  own 
Accounts  in  their  Journals  ;  and  you  find 
them  wafpifli  and  peevifli,  cenfuring  and 
condemning  all  the  World  except  them- 
felves ;  and  among  ihemfehes,  Jealoufies, 
Envyings,  Divifions,  Quarrels,  perpetual 
Broils,  Confufion?,  and  mutual  Condemna- 
tions ;  with  various  other  Irregularities  and 

Vices. And  fuch  is  the  Cafe  with  the 

Religious  Orders  in  the  Romijl:)  Conununion : 
each  of  them  is  the  befl^  fulleft  of  Saints, 
and  moft  adapted  to  promote  G^^'s  Glory : 
all  are  hateful  and  hating  one  another :  and 
all  firmly  united  in  the  Spirit  ofEnthuJiafm, 

and 
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and  carrying  on  the  Fanatical  Fopperies 
and  Errors  of  Popcry-y  to  the  infupportable 
Injury  of  Cbrijiendoin. 

They  fet  out  upon  the  Footing  of  ?/;/- 
common  SanBity^  and  carrying  the  Duties 
of  Religion  to  the  higkeji  Pitch.  But  ne- 
verthelefs  are  fond  of  publifhing  their 
Faults^2ir\d  declaring themfelves  theGreate/l 
of  Sinners.  Which  muft  beget  in  their  Be- 
lievers an  exalted  Notion  of  their  Humility, 
— Juft  like  Mafj  ofPazzi-,  *'  who,  tho'  ^'^'^• 
the  Nuns  were  fully  fatisfied  of  her  Per-  "^  * 
fe5lio7is^  loved   to  tell  her  JVeakneJJes  aiid 

Faults,  to  fhew  her  Humility T Or  St.  Bonavent. 

Francis,  "  who  delighted  in  blazing  a-  "^' 
broad  \\\%  Faults,  and  calling  himfelfthe 
great cfi  Sinner  in  the  World  \  whereby  his 
Brethren  flood  amazed  at  his  marvellous 
Humility" 

Sometimes  they  will  vapour  and  hedlor, 
and  their  Courage  is  (o  fiarp-whetted,  that 
in  exprefs  Words,  they  proclaim  "  an  Weiiey. 
ofFenfive  War  againft  Satan  j  and  fear  p.  67!"" 
neither  Men  nor  Devils :  are  ready  to  leap 
into  a  burning  Furnace,  or  Den  of  Lions  j 
and  go  to  Abyjjinia  or  China ;  are  fo  far 
from  fearing  Death,  that  they  ivijlj  for  it. 
But  the  Keennefs  of  the  Edge  is  /Son  blunted. 
They  are  every  Moment  afraid  of  meeting 
\}ciQ  Devil;  are  full  of  dreadful  Apprehen- 
fions  of  Defigns  againjl  their  Lives,  and 
t];iat  the  Clergy  intend  to  murther  thc?n — In 
O  2  Time 
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Time  of  Danger,  they  have  /?  little  Faith 
as  to  be  afraid.  Let  Death  look  me  in 
the  Face,  and  my  Spirit  is  troubled.  In 
a  Calm  ftout  enough  j  but  in  a  Storm 
returns  a  Fearfulnejs.  Oh  !  who  will  de- 
liver me  from  this  Fear  of  Death  !" 

One  Day,  "  Their  Preachments  are  fo 
powerful  as  to  be  Irre/ijiible,  —  a  Hammer 
that  breaks  the  Rock  in  Pieces^  — •  a  mighty 
Wefley.  Wind  caufing  a  prodigious  Shock  i — they 
4  ^l^'l't  fancy  they  can  fliake  the  Earth  out  of  its 
Place. — God  fends  them  to  preach,  and  it 
is  their  bounden  Duty."  The  next  Day 
perhaps,  "  they  preach  with  great  Rehic^ 

tajice,  have  no  Power,  Life,   or  Spirit.. 

They   propofe  fliaking   themjehes  out  of 
their  Places,  intend  to  Ica've  off,  and  fear 
that  God  has  dropt  them.     Ch.  IVefley  in- 
tended to   preach   no  more,  and  adually 
left   ofFj  for  which   his   Enemies  jeered 
him,  as  becoming^?///.     But  he  re-affiimed 
his  Ofiice ;  according  to  his  Brother  s  Pro- 
phecy,  that  he  (hould  roufe  himfelf  like 
Sampfon,  and  be  avenged  on  his  Enemies." 
Agreeable  to  this  are  their  alternate  Fits 
of  Loquacity  and  Silence :  Dumb,  till  the 
Ceremotiy  is  over  of  opening  their  Mouths, 
Whitef.     "  I  was  rcjlrained  by  God  from  Writing 
p.  e6>6o.  *'  ^"'^  Preaching.     I  mentioned  my  Cafe 
"  to  a  Clergyman.     He   fa  id,  I  was  an 
*'  Enthufafi'.—kt  laft  this  Paffage  of  Scrip- 
*'  ture  was  prelTcd  much  upon  my  Heart, 

"  We 
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"  We  affayed  to  go  to  Bythinia,  but  the 

"  Spirit  fiiffered  lis  not. And  I  found 

"  a  Q^iotation  out  of  Ezekiel^  that  yoimg 
"  Prophet^  7hou  fjalt  be  dumb ;  but  wheji 
"  1  [peak  unto  thee^  then  Jhalt  thou  /peak. 

"  This  made  me  quite  eafy The  next 

"  Morning,  Speak  out  Pauly  came  with 
"  great  Power  to  my  Soul.  Immediate- 
"  ly  God  fpake  to  me  by  his  Spirit,  and  I 
"  was  710  longer  dumb!' 

Thus,  you  fee,  he  is  quite  eajy^  ftands 
clear  of  Enthujiafm  ;  and  no  doubt  too  of 
Prefumption,  in  comparing  himfelf  with 

Prophets  and  Apoflles. "  Again  ivith-  5  joum. 

"  held  from  Writings— ^it  length  reftored,—  P-  '">  ^8. 
*'  to  write  freely!'     'Tis    one    Comfort, 
that  his  talkative  Fits  have  been  much  the 

commonefi,  and  the  longeji. Mr.  Wejley  1  joum. 

alfo  is  fcmetimes  "  utterly  unwilling  to  P-  ^3—4- 
fpeak,  quite  aveife  from  fpeaking ;"  and 
then  perplexed  with  the  Doubt,  "Is  it  a 
Prohibition  from  the  Good  Spirit  ?  Or  a 
Temptation  from  Nature,  and  the  Evil 
one  ?" 

'Tis  a  general  Thing  to  fee  them  car- 
ried up  to  Heaven,  by  Gufts  and  Tranf- 

ports  of  Divi?2e  Joy  ; and  immediately 

down  again  to  the  Deep,  almoil:  fwallowed 
up  with  Darknejs  and  Sorrow.  And  I 
could  bring  Troops  of  eminent  Popifi 
Sai?2ts  to  bear  them  Company,  befides 
thofe  before  mentioned. 

A  large 
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A  large  Share  of  thefe  FiciJJtftides  tf 
Ebbings  and  Flowings  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  the  very  Nature  ofEnthiiJiafm^  which 
can  never  be  at  Reft-y  but  is  diverfe  in  dif- 
ferejit  Perfons,  and  ificonfia?it  in  the  fame 
Perfon  ;  fubjed:  to  numberlefs  Variations, 
according  to  the  Kind  and  Degree  of  that 
Diforder  ciBody,  or  Paffion  of  the  Mind, 
which  creates  the  Enthujiafjn^  and  which 
is  fo  frequently  caufed  by  IndifcretioHj  and 
increafed  by  Indulgence.  The  Behaviour 
changes,  in  proportion  as  the  HumoiirSy 
the  Melancholy^  the  Phlegmatic^  the  Chole- 
ricy  the  Sariguine^  are  more  or  lefs  predo^ 
minant.  And  therefore  the  Cafe  may  be 
thought  rather  to  deferve  Compajfion  than 
Blaine, 

§.  12.  But  the  Methodifts  muft  excufe 
me,  if  the  fame  Allowance  is  not  made, 
where  Art  and  Cunnings  and  Sophifiry 
manifeftly  appear  ;  when,  hard  prelTed  by 
Argument  and  ObjeBio?2S,  they  run  them- 
felves  into  Inconliftency  and  Self-contra- 
diSliony  merely  toferve  aprejent  'Turn ;  and 
occafionally  either  defend,  or  give  up,  fome 
of  their  Favourite  Notions,  and  Principal 
Points. 

'Tis  a  Matter  of  no  great  Moment,  if 
Mr.  Wejley  at  one  Time  declares  for  a 
difiiterejied  Love  of  God  J  and  in  arguing 

againft 
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agalnft  the  Moravians  declares,  that  *  there  4  Joum- 
is  no  one  Caution  2/2  all  the  Bible  againft  P*  '°  • 
Selfijl:>  Lo'-je  of  Godl 

But  'tis  a  confiderable  Offence  to  charge 
another  "UTongfiiUy^  and  contradiSi  himjelfy 
about  the  DoBrine  of  Ajj'urances.  "  I  3  joum. 
"  went  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bedford^  to  p-  9- 
"  tell  him  of  the  hijiiry  he  had  done 
"  both  to  God  and  his  Brother^  by  Preach- 
"  ing  and  Printing  that  very  weak  Sermon 
"  on  AJjurance^  which  is  an  Jgnoratio 
"  Elcnchi  (an  Ignorance  of  the  Point  in 
"  Queftion)  from  Beginning  to  End.  See- 
"  ing  the  Ajjurance  WE  preach  is  of  quite 
"  another  Ki?7diwvn  that  he  writes  againfl:. 
"  We  fpeak  of  an  Aflurance  of  ouv  prejhit 
"  Pardon ;  not  (as  he  docs)  of  omjinal 
"  Per  fever a?2cer  Mr.  Wefley  might  have 
confidered,  that  when  they  talk  in  ge- 
neral (di  Ajj'urance  of  Pardon  and  Sahati^ 
on,  the  World  will  be  apt  to  underftand  the 
Words  in  their  nfual  and  obvious  Meaning, 
as  extending  to  our  Eternal  State-,  and 
indeed  that  prefent  Pardon  aiid  Salvation 
are  of  fmall  Moment,  if  we  2s&  finally  to 

perifld.  ■ But  after  all,  how  ftands  the 

FaB?   Mr.  Whitefield,  in  exprefs  Words, 
prays  for  "an  AJjurance  of  Eternal  Sal-  5  Joum. 
vation,  as  one  of  tlie  Privileges  of  ChrijTs  P*^9- 
Followers."     And  I  have  a  more  U?2exccp- 
tionable  Evidence,  even  Mr.  Wefiey  him- 
felf  J  who  in  his  Sermon  on  Free  Grace 

allows 
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*•  ^3.  M'  allows  and   teaches,    that    "  man)\    very 

'^"  7nan)\  have  that  Witnefi  of  the  Spirit,  that 

Ajjurance  of  Faith,    which  excludes  all 

Doubt  and  Fear  concerning  their  Future 

FerfeveraJice;    that   a   full   AlTurance   of 

Faith  doth  not  neccffarily  imply  a  Full  Af- 

Jiirance  of  our  Future  Perjeverance  s  but 

he  owns,  and  afferts,  that  AfTurance  of  the 

future  \s  fometimes  joined  to  that  of  prefent 

Pardon  -,  and  that  Jome  have  doth  the  one, 

-  Tourn     ^"^  ^^^  Other.     One,  who  long  continued 

p.  42.       in  Sin,  received  a  full,  clear  Senfe  of  God's 

pardoning  Love,    with  Power   to  fm   no 

more"     And  now  what  becomes  of  his 

Charge  againft  Mr.  Bedford'^    And  is  it 

not  mere  E-vafion  to  fay  afterwards,  "  This 

is  not  properly  an  Allurance  of  what  is 

Future  .^  " 

With  what  pertinacious  Confidence  have 

Impulfes,  Impreffions,  Feelings,  Tranlports 

of  fenfible  Joy,  G?r.    been  advanced   into 

Divine   Calls,    Commiffions,    Diredions, 

and  certain  Rules  of  Condudt ;  Proofs  of 

Sins  forgiven,  J uftif cation,  and  Salvation 

enfured  ?  How  have  they  been  convinced 

by  inward  Feeling,  the  moft  Infallible  of  all 

Proofs  ?  And  yet  they  have  been  compell'd 

by  Argument  to    bring  this   down    to   a 

fort  of  imtrnrd  Confcioufnefs^  which  no  body 

WeOey.     denies :  To  tell  their  Societies,  "  that  they 

3  journ.     were  not  to  judge  of  the  Spirit  whereby 

'P'  °'    '•  any  one  fpoke,  by  their  own  inward  Feel- 


{  105  ) 

in^s  J — nor  by  Dreams ^  Vifwm^  cr  Revelc^^ 
tions^  iuppofed  to  be  made  to  their  Souls  -, 
—  being  all  of  a  doubtful^  difputable  Na^ 
ture :  might  come  from  God^  -aiid  might 
noty —  To  complain  of  *'  a  spirit  of  £«- 
thufiafm  breaking  out  among  themlelves; 
many  charging  iheir  own  hnagivations  on 
the  Will  of  Goa,  and  that  not  isoritten^ 
but  imprejfed  oji  their  Hearts. —  If  tliele  Im^ 
prejjions  be  received  ..s  the  Rule  of  A5iion^ 
inftead  of  the  Written  Word,  I  know  no- 
thing fo  ivicked  and  abfurd  but  we  may  tall 
into,  and  that  without  Remedy'"  Thefe 
are  Mr.  Wejleys  Words,  who  likewife  ac- 
cufeth  the  Morav/a?7S,  *'  of  fubftituting4  joum. 
*'  an  uncertain,  precarious,  inward  Motion^^-  i°8-g. 
"  in  the  Place  of  the  plain  written  WcrdJ^ 

And  thus  Jmpre[jions^  Feelings^  6cc.  are 
fometimesyz^rf  Guides  and  infallible  Proofs  : 
fometimes  again,  not  only  uncertai??,  pre- 
carious and  Enthufiafic  j  but  unavoidably 
produdlive  of  the  utmo/i  Wickednefs  and 
Abfurdity.  And  what  muft  their  Followers 
do,  among  whom  thefe  Things  have  been 
fo  much  inculcated,  who  have  been  taught 
to  depend  upon  them  ? 

"  Mr,  Hammond^  (another  of  their 
*'  Teachers)  after  he  had  at  large  pleaded 
"  for  feeling  the  Holy  Spirit,  yet  owned 
''  at  laft.  That  fome  People  are  filled 
'*  with  a  great  deal  of  Joy,  and  experience 
"  fudden  Flajhes  of  Co?n}ort,  which  they 
P  "  take 
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*'  take  to  be  from  the  Spirit  of  God.  But 
"  how  frequently  do  they  deceive  them- 
"  fclvcs?  Thofe  warm  Emotions  of  the 
*'  Mind  often  proceed  from  the  State  and 
*'  Difpcfition  of  the  Body,  —  the  Tempera- 
"  tuve  of  the  Blood  and  Animal  Spirits,  — 
"  Toiaig  Converts  are  very  apt  to  afcribe 
*'  to  the  Operation  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  what 
"  is  owing  to  the  Mechanifm  of  the  Body. 
"■  — Tlie  Haliyy  the  Carelefs  attd  XJnguarded 
*'  are  in  moft  Danger  of  being  carried 
"  away  with  filfe  foySy  and  imaginary 
"  Tranf ports.'"  See  Church's  Farther  Re- 
marks^ Page  128,   129. 

You  fee  here  how  the  Force  of  l^rutb 
will  fometimes  break  out,  among  other 
Eruptions  of  thefe  Fanatical  Heads ;  and 
extort  a  Confejjion  of  the  very  Things,  of 
which  I  heir  Adverfaries  have  accufed  them, 
(niiz.)  impofing  mere  Imagination  and  Dif- 
temper  upon  the  World  for  the  Sacred 
DiBates  of  the  Holy  Ghojt.  They  tell  you, 
"  The  Hafty,  the  Carelefs  and  Unguarded 
are  moji  in  Danger  of  doing  it."  Who  then 
among  them  can  be  fafe?  For  who,  but 
Perfcns  of  fuch  a  Charader,  or  a  worfe^  can 
ever  be  of  their  Sedf  f 

§,  13,  Among  fo  much  Saying  and  Un- 
faying,  would  you  believe  iikewife  that 
ItifpiratioUy  and  the  Extraordinary  Calk 
and  Guidances  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ^    fhould  be 

given 
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given  tip  F     And   the   Cor7icr-flo?7e    of  their 
Spiritual   Pretences   be    removed    by    their 
own  Hands  ?    This  however,    feems  to  be 
the  Cafe.     We  have  Mr.  Whitefield\  Con- 
fejjion  in  the   following  Words :     "  As  to  7  Joi^in. 
"  an    Extraordinary   Call,    I   claim    none, 
**  otherwife   than  the   JpojWs    Injun^ion, 
*'  As  we  have  Opportunity ,    let  us  do  Good 
"  unto  all  Men''     What  he  hath  claimed 
was  fully  fhewn  before:    what  he  gives 
hack   appears  now.     **  I  know  too  much  i^.e"er  to 
"  of  the  Devices  of  Satan,    and   the   de-  London^ 
*'  fperate  Wickednefs  and  Deceitfulnefs  of  P.  14. 
"  my  0"jcn  Hearty    not  to  be  fenfible,    that 
"  I  am  a  Man  of  like  Paffions  with  others  j 
'*  and    confequently    may    have    fometimes 
*'  miftaken    Nature   for   Grace,     Imagina- 
"  tion    for    Pvevelation,    and   the   Fire   of 
"  my  own  Temper  for  the  pure  and  facred 
"  Flame  of  holy  Zeal,  which  cometh  from 
"  God's    Altar."      Sufficient    Acknowledg- 
ment this,  that  he  has  fometimes  been  mif- 
taken  as   to  his   high  Prctenfons;    that  he 
can't    be  fure^    when  he  is  miftaken,    and 
when  not 'y    nor  confequendy   be  fure  that 
he  is  not  always  miftaken.     And  what  an 
ignorant  and  blind  Guide  has  he    been   to 
his  Followers .?  But  farther, 

In  his    laft  Performance  he  has  clearly Renarkr, 
and  exprefsly  given  up  the  Point,  "  — IVild-^^'^'  35- 
*'  Fire   has    been   mixed    with   my  Zeal  ^ 
*'  and  I  find  I  have  frequently  v>^rote  and 
P  2  "  fpoke 
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«'  fpoke  too  much  in  my  oum  Spirit, 
"  when  I  thought  1  was  writing  and 
*'  fpeaking  entirely  by  the  Affiflance  of 
"  the  Spirit  of  God, —  I  have  like  wife  too 
"  much  made  hnprejjions^  without  the 
"  written  Word,  my  Rule  of  Ading. — " 
Here  you  fee  Mr.  Whitefield'%  direct  Con- 
fefllon  of  his  being  a  Deceiver  ;  of  having 
drawn  away  People  by  Variety  of  Untruthsy 
and  in  Cafes  of  the  laft  Concern,  And  will 
they  flill  adhere  to  him  ?  Or  is  he  to  be 
believed  in  any  Thing?  But  more  of  this 
in  the  Preface. 
Anfwerto  Mr.  Weflefs  Conceffiom  on  this  Head  are 
p/^JJ^j'g  not  indeed  fo  clear  and  exprefs,  but  rather 
ambiguous  and  evafive^  without  confefling 
or  denying.  Being  charged  with  Ejithu- 
ftafm,  he  fays,  "  You  are  to  prove  (what 
"  1  conceive  you  have  not  donej^'f^)  that 
"  my  Conduct  is  fuch,  as  is  only  to  be 
"  juftified  by  the  Suppofition  of  an  Ex- 
"  traor dinar y  Divine  Ajjifiance. —  I  claim 
*'  no  other  DireSiion  of  God's,  but  what 
'*  is  common  to  all  Believers, — No  other- 
"  wife  infpired  than  you  are^  if  you  hve 
*'  God. — 1  never  faid,  that  'what  I  do  is  to 
"  be  accounted  the  Work  of  God ^  Being 
charged  with  alledging  a  miracidous  Inter- 
pofition  of  Providence  in  his  Favour,  he 
Pag.  42.  replies,  ''  Let  it  pafs  then  as  a  Trifle  not 
*'  worth  relating." 

I  am 
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I  am  far  from  thinking  that  in  thefe 
dubious  ExprefTions  he  defigns  to  give  up 
any  of  his  high  Claims.  And  'tis  eafy  to 
fee  what  Shtf'tifjgs  and  Referves  may  be 
ready  at  Hand  either  Way,  as  Occafion 
fliall  require :  what  different  Conilrudions 
may  be  put  upon  the  Words,  among  his 
own  Societyy  and  when  engaged  in  Con- 
trorcerfy.  But  referving  miracidoia  Gifts 
for  their  more  proper  Place,  I  fliall  leave 
him  to  (hake  Hands  with  his  Friend  St. 
Ignatius ;  who,  after  fome  'Ramblings  up 
and  down  under  the  Colour  of  Infpiraticn, 
was  clofely  qucjlioned  by  Authority  at  Sala- 
7nanca^  *'  Whether  he  was  really  infpired  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  not  ?"  Some  Writers  fay, 
that  he  did  then  own  himfelf  not  Infpired. 
The  yefiiits  will  not  allow  fo  much;  but 
that  he  would  give  no  other  Anfwer  than 
this,  "  We  have  talked  enough  of  it." 
[  See    Dr.    Geddes,     of  the    Orders,    &c. 

p.  ,02-3.] 

This  Defidtory  Condud  puts  one  in 
Mind  of  the  Man  in  Martial,  who  would 
often  furreptitioufly  intrude  himfelf  into  the 
Seats  in  the  theatre  belonging  to  the  Order 
of  Knighthood  to  which  he  had  no  Right ; 
and  was  as  often  ferreted  out  by  the  Beadle, 
and  taught  to  Jlajtd  among  the  Populace. 
At  length  he  cunningly  gets  a  Sort  of  Half- 
Seat  at  the  End  of  a  Bench  ;    where  he 

boafts 
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boafts  to  the  Knights  that  htfat;  and  pre^ 
tends  to  the  Beadle  that  h^Jiood, 

Lib  V  SubfelUoque  fe?mfultus  extremo, 

Ep.'  14.  Et  male  receptus  altera  genu^  jaBat 

Equiti  federe^  LeBioque  fe  flare. 


jouni 


§.  14.  To  the  Moravian  and  MethodiJIt- 
cal  Injlitution  belong   alfo,    either   as   con- 
Jlituent  Farts,    or    genuine    Confequences, — 
Scepticifmy      and     Infidelity -,     IDoubts    and 
Denials  of  the  Truth   of   Revelation,    and 
fometimes  Atheifm   itfelf      This,    together 
with  their  Declarations  of  having  no  Senfe 
of  God,  or  Religion,  will  appear  from   their 
own  Narratives, 
Weney,        **  Put  upon  conlidcring  my  ovjn  State-, — 
I  cannot  find  in  myfelf  the  Love  of  God, 
or  of  Chri/h     Hence  my  Deadncfs  and 
"  Wandering  in   Public   Fraycr.      Hence 
*'  even  in  the  Hoh  Communion  .1  have  rarely 
"  any  more  than  a  cold  Attention.     Hence 
"  when  I  hear  of  the  kighejl  Inftances  cf 
"  God's  Love,    my   Heart  is  ffcill   fenfelefs 
"  and  unafFeded.     Yea,  at  this   Moment, 
*'  I  feel  710  more  Love  to  him  than  to  one  1 
"  had  never  heard  of''     Obferve,    Reader, 
by     the    Way,     this    is     the    Man    who 
Farther    charges  oiir  Religion  as  no  better  than   "  the 
^IT%1    *'  Turkipo  Pilgrimages   to  Mecca,     or    the 
^'""   ^'  "  Popifi  Worjhip  of  our  Lady  at  Loretto, 
"  What  elfe,    adds  he,   can  be  faid  even 

"  of 
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"  of  Pray:r   (Tiihlic  or  Private)    m   the 
"  Manner  wherein  you   generally    perform 
*'  it  ?  As  a  Thing  of  Courfe,  rimfiing  round 
''  and  round,  in  the  fame  dull  TraB,    with- 
*'  out  either  the  Knowledge^    or  the  Lome  of 
"  God',    without  one  Heavenly  Temper!' — 
But  what  Sort  of  Heavenly  T^emper  is  his  ^ 
How    can    he   pojjibly,     confidently    with 
Charity,  call  this  our  general  Performance  ? 
How  pojjibly,     without    being    Omnifcienf^ 
affirm   that  we  pray  without  one  Heavenly 
Temper  ?    Or  know  any  Thing  at  all  of  our 
Private  Devotions  ?    How  monftrous   is  all 
this  from   the    Man,     who   owns  that   he 
himjelf  even   in    the    Holy    Communion   has 
rarely  no  more  than  a  cold  Attention,  —  in 
the    Higheft   Inflances    no   Senfe    of  God's 
Love?     Let    his   own  Exclamation  be   the 
Anfwer,     "  Oh  !    what  Mockery  of  God  is 
"  this!" 

To   proceed.      Upon    the    People's    ill 
Ufage  (or  fuppofcd  ill  Ufage)  of  Mr.  Wefiey 
at  Georgia,   and  their  fpeakiiig  all  Manner 
of  Evil  falfely  (as   he  fays)   againfl   Li  t;  ; 
and  trampling  under  Foot  the  Word,  after 
having  been   very  attentive   to   it;  —  what 
an  Emotion  in  him  is  hereby  railed?     "  I,  joum. 
'•  do  hereby  bear  witnefs  againft  myfelf — pag-  h- 
"  that  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from  giving 
"  the  Lie  to  Experience,    and  Reafon,  and 
''  Scripture  all  together. — When  Holy  Men  3  journ. 
"  have  told   me,    /  had  no  Faith,    I  IiaveP^g-  '2. 

*'  often 
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"  often  doubted,  whether  I  had  or  no. —  In 
*'  a  Storm  1  think,  what  if  the  Gofpel  be 
"  not  true  ?  a  Dream^  a  cunningly  devijed 
''  Fable?   Sec" 

And  to  fliew  that  this,   or  worfe,   is  no 

uncommon  Cafe   among  this  Species  of  Re- 

ligionifts-,   one  of  the  "Teachers  among  the 

2  Journ.  Moravians  fays  of  himfelf,  "  Sin  no  longer 

pag.  to.  ic  reigned  over  me.     But  foon  after  I  fell 

*'  into  grievous  ^/emptations. Then  it 

"  came  into  my  Mind,  I  take  all  this  Pains 
''  to  ferve  God.  What  if  there  be  ?20  God? 
"  How  do  I  know  there  is  ?  And  on  this 
''  I  mufed  more  and  more,  'till  I  faid  in 
"  my  Hearty  There  is  no  God.  Every 
'*  Day  for  a  full  Year,  from  Morning  to 
"  Night,  I  groaned  under  this  XJnbelitf. — 
''  I  then  faid  to  myfelf,  I  will,  and  do 
"  fi^PP^fi  ^^^^^  *-^  ^  ^^<^'  Immediately  I 
**  felt  a  ftrange  Sweetnefs  in  my  Soul ; 
*'  which  lafted  for  fix  Weeks.  I  then  fell 
"  into  Doubts  of  another  Kind,  I  believed 
*'  in  God^  but  not  in  Chrifi.  For  above 
*'  four  Tears  1  found  no  Reft,  by  Reafon 
"  of  this  Unbelief.  'Till  one  Day—." 
Ibid.  Soon  after  another  Moravian  owns,  •'  See- 
pag.  65.  <c  jj^g  j}^g  gj-g^j,  Di^erfify  of  Seels,  1  began 
"  to  doubt  whether  any  Religion  was  true  ? 
*'  For  Half  a  Year  thefe  Doubts  perplexed 
"  me  greatly;  and  I  was  juft  upon  the 
''  Point  oicafing  of  all  Religion:' 

"  Mr. 
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"  Mr.  Seward  too  had  fuch  wicked  J°"''"-  . 
Suggt/lions,  that  he  could  ?20t  pray  for  his  j^.^^'  ^"^^ 
Friends: — tempted  io  worfiip  Stocks  and 
Stones ;  a?iy  Thing  but  God : — fometirnes  to 
think  he  had  fotjie  Faithy  at  other  Times 
no7ie"  And  this  was  long  after  his  Con- 
'verfion. 

Doubts  fomething  like  thefe  fo  horribly 
got  PofTeffion  of  St.  Ignatius  (vvhofe  Ex- 
ample is  fo  often  followed  by  ouvMethodiJis) 
that  "  they  fucked  up  all  the  Juice  of  hisOrkndin. 
Piety  ;  —  his  Prayer  was  dry  and  barren ; ^o'^l] 
his  Contemplations  had  no  Sa^ooiirinefs ;  to 
fpeaky  or  hear^  any  Tubing  of  God,  was  a  loath-  ^^^^°'-^ 
fome  and  odious  Thing." — We  read  in  the^^**  ^'* 
Life  of  M,  cfPazzi,  "  that  (lie  ufed  to  ap-N°3s- 
prdach  the   Holy  Table  with  Difgnfis  and 
DifTatisfactions  i"  in  iht  Life  of  St.Ve?'o- 
?iica,  "  that  a  Holy  Nun  died  in  horrible 
Convulfions  and  Diflo7-tions,  becaufe  at  that 
Time  the  Devil  was  urging  her  to  deny 
yefus  Chrift.    She  appeared  after  her  Death 
to  fome  of  the  Holy  Sifters,  afTuring  them 
of  this  Facl,  adding,   that  ihe  was  now 
happy,'' 

Nor  need  we  at  all  wonder  at  fuch 
wicked  and  unbelieving  Thoughts  arifing 
in  the  Minds  of  fuch  flucluating  and  in- 
confiftent  Perfons.  'Tis  but  a  genuine  and 
ufual  Effect  of  Enthuftafn.  Cool  Reafon. 
and  plain  Scripture  are  laid  afide  :  Variety 
of  wild  Fancies  and  Opinions  croud  in, 
Q^  and 
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and  diftrad  the  Head ;  hnprejjlo'ns  and 
Feelings  require  to  be  liflened  to,  and  made 
a  Ride.  Men,  who  in  Imagination  ^rtfent 
of  Gody  and  about  his  grand  Work^  are  in 
Times  of  Danger  and  Dijirefs  particularly- 
alarmed  :  Things  not  going  to  their  Mind,, 
and  Heaven  feeming  to  fail  them,  pre- 
fently  ftart  up  Doubts  and  Diftrufts  of  the 
Bei?igy  or  Providence  of  God,  who  main- 
tains not  his  own  Caufe.  So  that  the  moffc 
impious  Suggejiions  will  in  their  Turn  get 
uppermofl,  and  remain  uppermofl  too,  and 
even  make  the  fironger  and  more  lajling 
Lodgment,  as  'tis  the  very  Nature  of  E?i- 
ihuftafm  to  be  head-jirong  ajid  pofitive.  Our 
Methodifis  may  reckon  thefe  AfTaults  of 
Infidelity  for  a  Part  of  the  Throws  of  Rege- 
77eration,  and  all  to  be  done  away  hy  fettled 
Belief  and  Ajjurances  of  Salvation,  But 
they  will  certainly  be  apt  to  return,  ac- 
cording to  the  Variation  and  Succeffion  of 
their  Fancies,  Humours,  Difeafes  and  Paf- 
fions.  The  Methodifis  fometimes  tell  us, 
that  Satan  is  very  bufy  in  driving  them 
Pag.  22.  to  Extremes,  Bartolus  fays,  **  That  the 
Devil  fent  his  Life-Guards,  the  Affec- 
tions of  the  black  Bile  ( i.  e.  melancholy 
Fnthufiafm)  to  impel  St.  Ignatius  upon 
Meafures  contrary  to  the  Love  of  God, 
&c.'  Many  learned  Writers  have  fhewn, 
that  as  Enthufiafiic  and  Superfiitious  Per- 
fons  are,  in  many  Cafes,  prone  to  Atheifm  : 

fo 
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fo  Athetfm  often  partakes  of  Enthufmffn  and 
Superjlition ; — and  that,  like  Ice  and  Wa- 
ter,  they  beget  one  another.  Dr.  H.  Mores 
firft  SeBion  againft  Enthiifuifin  fliews  "  the 
great  Affinity  and  Corrcfpondency  betwixt 
E?2tlmjiafm  and  Athcifm  ^  which  though 
they  feem  extremely  oppofite^  yet  in  many 
Things  very  nearly  agr-ee  j  and  are  com- 
monly entertained  fuccejjivcly  in  the  fame 
Breaft.  For  that  Temper  which  difpofes 
a  Man  to  liften  to  the  magifterial  Dictates 
of  an  overbearing  Fancy ^ — very  eafily  gives 
Harbour  to  this  inifchievous  GiieJI -, — and 
will  as  confidently  reprefent  to  their  Fancy, 
that  there  is  No  God^  as  ever  it  was  re- 
prefented  that  there  is  one.'' — **  Si  ?2on  Jf a- 'Bnrton  of 
tint  rclevantur,  faith  Merfennus,  difbitnnt^^^^^^"^^' 
an  fit  Deus  :  if  they  be  not  relieved  forth- 
with, they  queflion  whether  there  be  any 
God;  becaufe  they  have  not,  as  they  think, 
their  Dcfcrts" 

§.  15.  All  that  oppofe  them,  however, 
are  like  to  have  their  Deferts  ;  if  we  may 
depend  upon  the  Denunciations  of  that 
U?ichari table  Spirit;  the  next  Thing  I 
fliall  confider  as  eoimetled  ivith  Methodifm ; 
and  as  no  fmall  Obje^ion  and  Obfiacle  to 
their  Progrefs  in  other  People's  Opinion, 
whatever  it  may  be  in  their  own. 

Read  Mr.  Wefiey\  CharaBer  of  a  Me- 
thodiji.     \'  And  the  Love  of  God  has  pu-§.  10, 15: 
Q^  2  rificd 
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rified  his  Heart  from  every  unkind  Tern* 
per  and  malign  Affedion  ;    from  all  re- 
vengeful Pafiions,  Envy,  Malice  and  Wrath, 
—He  cannot  utter  an  unkind  Word  of  any 
cne."     But  read  his  Controverfial  Writings 
with  his  OppoferSj  and  all  thefe  fine  Pro- 
fcffions  are  vanifhed,  and  contradided;  and 
that  in  fome  of  his  laieft  Performances. 
4journ.        One  of  the /F^tA'^,  when  his  Dodrine 
P"  75-      was  contradided,  fays,  "  While  I  in  the 
"  mean    time    was  as  a  deaf  Man  that 
*'  heard  not,  neither  anfwered  a  Word." 
Farther     The  Other  fays,  *'  We  have  behaved  with 
pag^Tl'e,  "  '^^  Meeknefs  and  Tendernefs  towards  all 
:i7«        "  Men,— efpecially  with  our  Brethren  the 
"  Clergy. — When  a  Clergyman  had  vehe- 
"  mently  accufed  me  (of  doing  the  con- 
"  trary)  /  kept  jny  Mouth  as  it  were  with 
"  a  Bridle,  and  committed  my  Caufe  to 
Bonavcnt. ««  a  higher  Hand."     A  perfed  Copy  of 
Cap.  2.    g^^  Francis,  **  who  being  infulted  and  a- 
bufed,   pafj'ed  through  them  all  as  a  deaf 
Many 

As  a  Proof  however  that  Mr.  Wefey 
can  fpeak,  and  in  bitter  Words  too,  in  the 
Fulnefs  of  his  Heart,  he  brings  himfelf  to 
B  Journ.  Confefjion.  "  By  the  moft  infallible  of 
pag.  64.  tt  Proofs,  Inivard  Feeling,  I  am  convinced 
"  oiVnbelief, — of  Pride, — of  grofs  Irre- 
*'  colleBion, — of  Levity  and  Luxuriancy  of 
"  Spirit, — by  fpeaking  Words  not  tend- 
•'  ing  to  edify ;  but  Jtwji,  by  my  Manner  of 

*'  fpeaking 
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"  /peaking  of  my  Enemies.''  Such  Con* 
fe[fio7is  might  be  confidered  as  the  Effect 
of  tender  Confciences^  frequently  apt  to 
overcharge  themfclves  ;  if  their  Writings 
did  not  fufficiently  prove  the  Charge. 
For,  not  to  repeat  their  Calumnies  againft 
their  Brethren-,  —  nor  to  forefiall  their 
Rancours  among  themfehes  ;  —  nor  to  re- 
gard Mr.  JVhiteJield'^  llant,  that  "  all  M?- 
rality  fet  up  in  Oppofition  to  his,  Jhall 
fmk,  with  its  Profejfors,  into  Hell,  &c."— . 
Let  any  one  but  look,  into  the  latter  Part 
of  Mr.  Wejley^  Farther  Appeal,  and  he 
will  find  enough  of  uncharitable  and  dam- 
natory Claufes  \  difpatching  all  Mankind  to 
Hell  (as  far  as  lies  in  human  Power)  who 
are  not  Methodijls, —  Not  thofe  in  general^ 
as  they  would  pretend,  who  are  void  of  a 
due  Love  to  God  and  Man,  who  believe 
not  in  Chri/l,  and  keep  not  his  Com- 
mandments, and  promote  not  Repentance 
and  Reformation  :  But  all  who  fubmit  not 
to  their  fpecial  Difpenfation  of  Methodifm. 
"  They  are  infpired,  taught  of  God,  fent 
by  God,  upon  Gocts  Errand,  to  make  a 
Tender  of  his  laft  Offers,  his  lafi  Call  to  a 
guilty  Land.  The  Apparatus  of  Provi- 
dence in  employing  the  two  JVefleys  is  fur^ 
prizing  j  they  can't  devife  what  Manner 
of  Men  would  be  more  unexceptionable  on 

all  Accounts. All  their  Oppofers  are  la- 

J50uring  heartily  in  the  Caufe  of  Hell.  Thofe 
2  who 
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who  would  hinder  People  from  joining 
ihem,  or  would  bring  them  back^  are  ;;2c/? 
incxcufabk  j  they  are  Blafphemcrs,  openly 
fight  againft  God^  fight  under  the  Droits 
Banner^  are  taking  Fart  with  the  Devil 

ugainjl  God. Some  Honourable  Oppofers^ 

whom  they  defire  to  be  excufed  from  na- 
mi?ig,  are  worfe  than  the  Scum  of  Com- 
ically the  Rabble  of  Bilfon  and  Darlejion^ 
the  wild  Beafts  of  WalJaU  and  the  Turn- 
keys of  Neivgate. 

Thofe  who  have  went  out  from  them^ 
and  kft  them,  are  faid  to  return  to  their 
Vomit  again,  are  called  Apoftates,  twofold 

more  the  Children  of  Hell  than  before, • 

Thofe  who  can  e-ven  doubt  of  Methodifm 
being  God's  JVork,  or  of  their  Divine  Mif 
fen,  are  inexcufably  infatuatedy 

This  furely,  befides  high  Trefumptiony 
and  Selffujiciency,  is  JJjicharitablenefs  with 
a  Vengeance.     But  fuch  always  is  the  Ef- 
Wdlcy    feft  of  Infallibility  :  The  Popifi  fuch,  the 
4  loam.    Moravian  fuch,  and  the  Methodiiiical  fuch. 
2cS.    ' '  And  yet,  notwithftanding  their  dealing  out 
Hell-fire  wdth  fuch  a  liberal  Hand,  I  am 
not   in  the  leaft  difcouraged  from  giving 
them  what  Oppofition  I  can.     Thofe  that 
herd  not  with  them  may  be  as  good  as  they 
will  without  it  5    and  fuch   as    have  left 
them,  have  not  done  it,    I  know,  with- 
out juft  Reafon.     Mr.  Wefey  feems  aware 
of  this,  when  he  fays.  That  *'  they  who 

were 
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were  with  us,  but  went  out  from  us,  v/iH 
aflert  Things  that  may  caufe  your  Ears  to 
tiJigky  That  fuch  Things  are  among 
them,  I  make  no  doubt :  and  if  this  doth 
not  appear  already^  it  may  before  I  have 
done. 

§.  1 6.  Of  the  fame  Uncharitable  and 
Prefumpfuoiis  Nature  is  their  Applicntion 
of  Divijte  'judgments^  and  accounting  di- 
verfe  Mi  fortunes  and  AffliB  ions  ^  which  be- 
fall pri'-Jute  Perfons,  or  the  Nation,  as  fo 
many  extraordijiary  Ptinifi-ments,  ^vA penal 
Prodigies,  for  their  Oppofition  to  them- 
fehes,  or  their  Cazife.  'They  are  the  Fa- 
vourites, for  whom  all  is  done. 

Whether  Mr.  Whitef.eld  has  often  taken 
upon  him  this  Diredion  of  God's  Judge- 
ments, I  don't  recoiled  :    But  Mr.  IVeJley 
will  fully  make  amends.     The  former  in- 
deed, hearing  of  one  Great  Oppofer'%  be-W^e*"- 
in?  ffiven  over,   and  the  Death  of  another,  5,„T^^ 
immediately  cries  out,  "  1  hat  they  are  go- 
ing to  give  an  Account  of  their  herd  Speeches 
and  Writings  2i^2^m{\.  the  MethodiJlsJ"    But 
the  latter  more  peremptorily  and  plainly : 
"  Mr.  Molt  her  [once  his  Spiritual  Guide^^^^^j 
and  Confejjor,    but  afterwards  qiiarrelling'^^^^ 
with  him]  "  was  taken  ill  this  Day.      I 
"  believe  it    was  the  Ha?2d  of  God  upoft 
"  him. — I  was  informed  of  an  awful  Pro^ 
"  ijidence.     A  Wretch  curfmg  and  blaf- 

''  pheming. 
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Wefley.    «  phemlng,    and  labouring  with  all  his 
1 59^60.  "  Might  to  hinder  the  Word  of  Word;  and 
"  threatening   to  do  it  again.      But  God 
*'  laid  his  Hand  upon  him,  and  on  Sunday 
"  he  was  buried"      Some  of  his  Judg- 
"  ments  attended  with  Miracles  I  referve 
for  their  proper  Place :  and  (hall  only  men- 
tion a  remarkable  Inftance  of  God's  fend- 
ing Judgments  on  the  Land^  in  proportion 
to  the  Oppofition  made  to  the  Methodijis, 
This  was  at  the  Time  of  the  late  Wars, 
Farther    and  Rebellion.     "  I    cannot    but  believe, 
p.Ts-o  "  ^^  ^^  chief y  on  this  Account  (oppofmg 
^       "  the  Methodifs)  that  God  hath  now   a 
"  Contro'uerfy  with  our  Land. —  You  can- 
"  not  pofibly  help  obferving,  that  when- 
"  ever  there  has  been  any  Thing  like  a 
"  Public  Attempt   to   fupprefs   this   nevj 
**  Se5l^  another^  and  another  Public  T^rou- 
*'  ble  arofe.      This    has  been  repeated  fo 
"  often,  that  'tis  furprizing  any  Man  of 

**  Senfe  can  avoid  taking  Notice  of  it. 

"  What  remains  but  the  Fulfilling  of  that 
«  dreadful  Word^r 

Bold  and  confident  as  he  is,  I  can't 
imagine  how  it  was  pojjible  any  one  ftiould 
obferve  what  never  was,  i.  e.  any  Public 
Attempt  to  fupprefs  the  Methodifs,  And 
'tis  furprizing  any  Man  of  Senfe  can  a- 
'void  taking  Notice  of  fuch  ra?2k  Enthufiafiny 
and  groundlefs  Application  of  Judgments. 
Suppofe  one  (hould  afk  him.  What  Pub- 

lie 
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lie  Attempt  there  was,  or  a?iy  Thing  like  it^ 
to  raife  up  o^  favour  the  Mcthodi/is,  before 
the  Nation  was  blejfed^  and  7'elitved  by  the 
Battle  of  Cullcden  ?  What  tolerable  A/i- 
fiver  could  he  make  ?  This  is  the  Way  of 
them.  All  Heaven  mull  be  interefted  and 
paffionately  concerned  to  fupport  their  -ivild 
Freaks  J  to  gv:iiify  their  four  Humours  ^  and 
bring  forth  its  Artillery  at  their  Beck.  The 
Fly^  fitting  upon  the  Chariot-ivheel,  cries 
out,  What  a  Dufl  do  I  raife  f  And  if  a 
Fly-flapper  be  held  up  to  blow  it  off,  it 
vci\x^Jhake  Nations, 

But  to  return  to  the  Contparifm,  This 
Uncharitable  and  Frefumptuous  Bin  of  de- 
nouncing Damnation^  and  applying  Judg- 
mentSy  has  been  the  general  Method  and 
Mark  of  Entbufafs,  efpecially  the  cruel 
ones  of  the  Papacy.  Their  Damning  all 
out  of  the  Pale  of  their  own  Com77iunion  is 
a  known  Truth.  Kndi  Bellarmi7is  Fcur-^^^'^^^- 
teenth  Mark  of  the  True  Church  is,  "  The^^p^f'^ 
unhappy  Deaths  or  End  of  thofe  who  op- 
pofe  it."  Where  he  does  not  forget  that 
impudent  Lie  concerning  Cahin,  that  he 
died  calling  tipon  the  De'uil^  curfmg  and 
blafpheming.  It  were  eafy  to  produce 
Legions  of  Pcpifj  Saints  packing  av^ray 
their  Enemies  to  Hell^  and  feeing  Vifions 
of  them  there  in  Torment  \  and  none  of 
their  Oppofers  ever  profpered.  In  the  Book 
o^  Conformities  we  have  "  a  Lilt  of  thofe,  Fol.  131. 
R^  upon 
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upon   whom  the   'Judgments  of  GocJ,  and 
Male di^ ion  of  Chrif},  fell  for  opp.ugnatmg 
St.  Francis^    and  his  Order,    and  turning 
Apofatcs  from  it.    Oifonr  Frearhers,  who 
declaimed  intemperately    againft    the  ^^- 
ciety,  one  fell  down  dead  in  going  up  into 
the  Fulpit,  anotlicr  was  killed  by  a  Fall 
from    his    Mule,    a  third  died  a  mifera- 
ble  Death,  and  tlie  fqurth  begged  Far  don 
on  his  Knees. — T^-wo  Frcbendaries,  iivAfome 
Bijhops,    underwent   God's  fiidg?nents  for 
perfecuting  them,  whofe  Names  (fays  the 
Author)  I  conceal,  becaufe  they  are  lately 
Fcl.  -3.  dead."     "  St.  Francis  likewife  foretold  the 
Vengeance    that    was    coming  upon  fome 
Soldiers,  who  difturbed   his  Freaching, — 
and  upon  the  Frehendary  Gedcon  for  re- 
'^'<%-  M^,  turning  to  his  Vomit''  —  In  iXio.  Francif- 
can  Martyrclogy  we   have  a  full  Detail  of 
Deaths  temporal  and  eternal,    \A^ith   other 
judgments,  infli(5icd  on  the  Flcly  Itiiierant 
Order  of  the  Mendicants  -,  particularly  of  a 
BiJJjop  in  England^  who  pub li fed  feveral 
Things  againft  them,  fummoned  a   Co?i- 
'uenticlc  of  his  Brethyn  to  confult  how  to 
eradicate  them,.  an4  foon  after  \^z.^fnatch- 
ed  aivay  by  Death."     And  as  to  National 
yudgnients,    'tis   every  Vv'here    the   fame  : 
with  Refpedl  to    the  Church  of  Enghnid 
in  particular,  the  great  Baronius  remarks, 
"  That  fhe    v/as  over-run  wiih    Hcrefes 

and 
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and  Schifms^  as  foon  as  Cut  ceafcd  to  pay 
the  Pope  his  Tribute  of  Peter-pence.'' 

Denring  the  Reader  to  keep  thefe  j^p- 
pUcatiom^fJiidgments  in  Mind,  'till  we 
co"me  to  conllder  miraculous  judgments. 

§.  17.  I  pafs  to  the  MethodiJIs  auda- 
cious Cuftom  of  fummoning  their  Oppo- 
nents to  the  Bar  of  Judgment ;  and  place 
it  to  the  fame  Account  of  an  Uncharitable 
Frefumptlon.  "  Where  (fliocking  as  it 
mufl  appear  to  all  dlfcernuig  Readers)  Mr. 
White  field  feems  fure,  that  every  Thing 
will  he  determined  in  his  o^^vn  Favour^ 
and  that  Judgment  fhall  pafs  agalnjl  all 
thofe  he  is  pleafed  to  condemn."  [See 
/v6^'7>/Wo/^Mr.  Whitefield'i  Spirit,  Pag. 
19—] 

But,  enter  the  Man  himfelf.    "  If  thou  ^  Deal; ng. 
"  thinkefl,    that   either   I    have    not   told^^^  "'' 
''  Truth,  or  wrote  out  of  a  vain-glorious 
"  View,  Jefus  (liall   decide  the  Queflion. 
**  At    his  Tribunal  fliall   we   meet,    and 
"  there  thou  {halt  know  what  is  in  my 
''  Heart. — Then  JJjall  my  Innocence  he  made  3  J^urr. 
''  clear  as   the  Lights     But  as  to  thofe ^''^' ''''' 
who  oppofe  him,  "  I  here  cite  them  to  an-  Pag.  74. 
*'  fwer  it  to  our  common  Mafier, — I  fliall 4  jomn. 
*'  rife   up  againft  you  at  the  Great  T) ay,  "^-^i' ^0- 
^'  and  be  a  fii'lft  JVltncfs  againft  you. — 
"   At    his  dreadful  Tribunal  1  will  meet 
*'  you  i  and  then  you  fliall  fee. — There, 
R  2  ''  there 


Tourn. 
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InJwcli.    «'  there  will   I   meet  you.     There  Jefus 

P".i-cc  (^/„.//^   (i-^riW    determine,     who    are    the 

*'  Falfe  Prophet Sy    the    JVokes  in  Sbecfs 

"  Cloat-hingr     Mr.   Wejley  hkewife  muft 

a6l  his  Part.     "  I  cite  Alderman  Beacher 

"  to   anfwer at   the  "judgment-u^eat   of 

"  Ch?-ifl. —  I  cite  you  all  before  the  Judge 
"  of  ail  the  Earth." 

Here  you  have  the  ti'iie  Spirit  of  an 
'Enthifiafiy  fluiliecl  with  a  ??icdef  AiTurance 
of  his  own  Sahation^  and  the  charitable 
Profpecft  of  the  Damnation  of  others. 
We  have  an  Jnftance  of  this  Kind  of 
Mnrtvr.  Simwwns  m  one  Walter  Bruges^  a  Francif- 
can-j  who  being  either  dcpofed,  or  fufpe?id'- 
cdj  by  Pope  Clement  V.  wrote  2.  formal  Ci^ 
tation  of  his  Holimfs  to  appear  at  the  Tri- 
bunal ofChrift  precifely  on  fuch  a  Day  j  and 
on  his  Death-Bed  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
buried  with  this  Citation  in  his  Hand.  And 
behold  a  Miracle  I  The  Citation  could  by 
r|o  Force  be  pulled  out  of  his  Hand. — The 
Pope  died  on  the  Day  prefixed, 

§.  18.  And  may  I  not  be  allowed  to 
mention,  as  fome  ObjcSiion  to  Mcthcdifm^ 
and  Stumbling-Block  in  its  Way,  their  Vio- 
lation and  Contempt  of  Order  and  An- 
thority ;  their  Vfurpation  of  the  Bo^.vcrs^ 
wherewith  their  Superiors  are  legally  in- 
vefled,  and  fetting  up  an  Independency'^ 
I'hey  fQt  out  orig^inally  with  Decency  and 

Order  ; 


(     125    ) 

Order  -,  afked  Leave  for  the  Pulpit ;  had 
it,  and  might  have  kept  it  ftill,  had  not 
their  Reproachings  of  the  Lender^  their  En- 
thufiajlic  a?id  dangerous  Pecidiaj'ities,  &c. 
made  it  ncceflary  to  refufe  it.  Hence  they 
are  refolved  to  be  revenged-,  and  holding 
forth  in  imlicenfed  PlaceSy  and  without  a 
Licenfe  themfelves,  fay,  "  they  can't  die 
in  Peace,  without  bearing  Teftimony  a- 
gainfl  tlie  XJnchriftian  Principles  and  Prac- 
tices oi  thofe  Pricjls  of  Baal,  the  Ge?ie- 
rality  of  our  Clergy."  *'  This,  fays  Mr.  3  Jo"rn- 
*'  Whitefidd,  puts 'me  in  Mind  of  the^""^' ^^* 
"  Children  of  Ifrael  firft  intreating  Leave 
"  of  Ogy  Sihon,  &c.  to  go  quietly  through 
*■  their  Land  j  but  fighting  their  Way 
"  through^  when  Leave  was  denied.  Like 
"  them,  by  the  Strength  of  my  Divi?ie 
**  Leader y  I  fliall  be  more  than  Conque- 
"  ror  over  all  the  Canaanites  and  carnal 

*f  Teachers." Greatly  faid,  and  in  the 

true  Spirit  of  Martial  Enthufiafm  j  in  Con- 
formity to  the  true  Spirit  of  Contumacy  and 
ContradiBion,  when  he  declares,    "  The    Ibid. 
"  more  I  am  bid  to  hold  my  Peace,  the^^S-  22- 
"  more  earneftly  will  I  lift  up  my  Voice 
"  like  a  Trumpet.'' 

Aflc  Mr.  TVefley,  by  what  Authority  he 
preaches,  he  replies,    *'  By  the  Authority 
of  fefus    Chrijlj     committed   to    me  by 
the  ArchbiJl:op  of  Canterbury,    Take  thou  t,  jonm. 
Author/ fv  to  preach  the  Gofpel."     And  foi'^'S-  S^- 

far 
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far  all.  is  well.     But  put  him  in  Mind  of 
the  Limitation  in  the  following  Words, 


"  in  the  Congregation  where  thou  Ihalt 
be  lawfully  appointed  thereto,"  away  iiics 
the  Archbifiofs  Comjnijjion^  and  you  foon 
have  him  burfling  out  into  an  Enthufiajiic 
Ibid.    Rant.      "  I  look  upon  All  the  World  m 

?^g-  56.  cc  jj^y  p^^/^^^._.This  is  the  Work  which 
"  I  know  God  has  called  me  to." — [See 
Conducl  of  the  Methodifs,  Page  j  i,  12.] 
And  what  fignifies  a  limited  Comrnifjion  to 
the  brave  Mr.  JVhitefield,  "  when  God 
fiiews  him  it  is  his  Duty,  not  to  fix  in 
any  particular  Place?"  What  fignifies 
any  Subordination,    when  he  can  aiTume 

rejourn,    the  Dignity  of  2l  Frimate  \  "  \i  a  Bifeop. 

P- 17-  "  commit  a  Fault,  I  will  tell  him  of 
"  it?" 

Hence  they  commence  a  new  and  inde- 
pe?ident  Government ;  appointing  Bands  and 
Societies,  with  Superi?2tcndants,  Rxhorters, 
Moderators,  and  Vijltors. 

Wcncy.        Hence  they  take   upon  them,  I  do  not 

4journ.  ^^^  ^^  crdaiu,  but  to  appoint,  and  give 
Authority  to,  Perfons,  Avho  {in  their  own 
Wjords)  are  -neither  Bifnops,  Priefts,  or 
Deacons,  to  preach  the  Word  :  Commcn 
Mechanics,  JVojn'en-and  Boys,  are  adrually 
employed  in  this  Mijiijlry  of  Public  Preach- 
ing, without  any  human  ^alificaiions.  Mr. 

Farther    V/cfey  fays,  that  "  We  cannot  but  own,  . 

Arpcai.    cc  ^1^.,^.  Qq^  ^-^.-^,^  IVifdom   from  above  to 

''  thcfe" 
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"  thefe  unlearned  and  ignorant  Men ;  fo 
"  that  the  Work  of  the  Lord  profpered  in 
*'  their  Hands."  But  it  requires  no  extra- 
ordi?m?y  Gift  of  difcerning  the  Spirits  to 
fee,  how  eafily  fuch  Perfons,  by  Means 
oi  proper  Difcipline^  learning  the  Cant  of 
the  Party,  a  tolerable  good  Afurancey  and 
Fluency  of  Words,  —  may  fet  up  for  Cir- 
cumforaneous  Holders  forth  ;  and  (what  in 
Fad:  is  true)  make  no  Scruple  of  making 
their  Boafl  of  being  Infpired  -,  thereby  col- 
lecting a  Maintena72cej  and  choufing  the 
Ignorant  of  their  Money. 

Hence,  laftly,  upon  Occafion  they  can 
pronounce  the  Sentence  of  Excommunica- 
tion, and  with  an  Authority  equal  to  the 
Papal :  "  I  John  Wefley,  by  the  Confent  4  Joum. 
"  and  Approbation  of  the  Band-Society  i?:^"^'^'  ''^* 
''  KingfiL'cod,  do  declare  the  Perfons  above- 
^-  mentioned  to  be  no  longer  Members 
"  thereof 

I  might  here  take  Notice  of  the  irrc- 
gular  and  unjiiftifiable  Behaviour  of  feme 
of  their  Followers  at  the  Holy  Communion. 
I  fpeak  from  pcrfonal  Knowledge,  and  can 
produce  other  Evidence,  that  fometimes,  a 
little  before  the  deliverino:  of  the  Elements, 
three  or  four  together  will  take  it  in  their 

Heads   to  go  away  : that   fometimes, 

while  the  Sentences  of  the  Offertory  were 

reading,  they  have  called  out  to  the  Mi- 

nijler,  v/hofe  Duty  it  was  to  carry  about 

7  '       the 
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the  Bafon,  (though  they  were  at  Liberty 
to  ^ivCy  or  Tioi  give)  repi'Cdchnig  him  for 
afking  Alms  of  them :  — '  that  fometimes, 
ivhen  the  Mi7iijler  has  deUvered  the  Bread 
into  their  Hands,  inftead  of  eating  it,  they 
would  flip  it  into  their  Pockets.  This 
was  oftefi  the  Cafe,  unlefs  they  were  well 
^watched.  Whether  they  tailed  the  Winey 
or  no,  I  can't  fay. 

Thefe,  I  prefume,  are  Perfons,  who 
(after  the  Example  oi\}i;\^\x:  Treacher)  "  can't 
find  in  themfelves  the  Lo^-ce  of  Gcd^  or  of 
Chriji;  that  rarely  even  in  the  Holy  Ccm- 
Ttiunion  have  any  more  than  a  cold  At- 
ierdion  ;  or,  like  M.  of  Pazzi^  come  to 
the  Lord's  Table  with  Bifgifs  and  Dija- 
tisfaclionsy 

From  feveral  of  thefe  Particulars  we 
fliould  be  juftified  in  turning  Mr.  TVefcys 
4  Joui-n.  ov/n  Expreffion  upon  the  Methodijls  : 
P-^S-  43-  cc  This  is  to  affea,  not  Freedom,  but  /;;- 
dependency."  And  yet,  notwithftanding 
fuch  Mijhehavionr,  they  bitterly  complain 
of  the  Clergy  and  LhilverJitieSy  for  oppo- 
iiing  iht'n-  Proceedings  ',  and  are  furprized 
that  every  Man  in  his  Senfes  don't,  with- 
out the  ieafl:  Hefitation,  join  them. 

Let  us  nov/  fee  whether  they  have  not 
Precedents,  according  to  Cuflom,  among 
their  o/d  Friends, 

Pope 
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pope   Gregory  relates    in  his  Dialogues^  Lib.  i. 
"  That  S:.  Equitius  being  reprehended  for  ^^^'  ^' 
running  about   every  where,  and  preaching 
without    Orders^  or    a  LiCCJiJe^    proved   his 
Ltccnfe  from  a  Vifion  of  an  Angel,  patting 
a    Lancet    into    his    Mouth,    and    laying. 
Behold  J  I  have  put  my  Words  into  thy  Mouth-, 
go  forth  and  preach."      From  that    Time 
he  could  not  hold   his  Peace. — St.  Francis  Conform, 
at  iirft  was  fo   modeft,  and   fubmiffive   to  ^"^-  '  39> 

204. 

Authority,  that  he  was  refolved  himfelf, 
and  enjoined  his  Brethren,  never  to  preach 
without  Leave  of  the  Diocejhn,  and  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Parifi.  They  denying  him, 
his  Brethren  advifed  him  to  get  a  Faculty 
from  the  Pope,  for  the  Salvation  of  Souls, 
But  the  Saint  told  them,  "  he  intended 
to  convert  the  whole  World-,  which  would 
be  effedted  by  their  Sanciity,  Humility 
and  Obedience.''  But  this  humble  Pcifure 
of  Mind  did  not  laft  long  :  "  For  he  ibid, 
called  a  Chapter,  and  appointed  Preachers  ^^^-  H7* 
for  every  Province ;  and  fent  them  out  to 
their  refpeclive  Places,  giving  them  a  Li~ 
cenfe,  whether  Clerics  or  Laymen,  whoever 
of  them  had  the  Spirit  oj  God,  and  Gift 
of  Preachi?2g.  —  And  afterwards  he  en- 
larged their  Commifjlon,  appointing  them  to 
preach  in  hidia,  and  through  the  whole 
World.  For  it  was  revealed  to  him  from 
the  Lord,  that  every  Corner  of  the  Earth 
was  to  hear  the  Sound  of  their  Preachifig.** 
S  At 
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Jjonavent.  At  length,  however,  "  he  thought  proper 

i,cg.  Fr.    jQ  apply  to  the   Pope,    who   conjirmtd  his 

Order,    and  commanded  little    Crowns  to 

be  made  for  his  Lay-Brethren,  that  they 

might  Jreely  preach  the  Word  oj  God. — It 

had   indeed  been   likewife  revealed  to  himj 

v'Tonform.  t^^t  the    potfojioiis    Mqidty   cf  the    Clergy 

°"/.?    fliould   oppofe,  and   endeavour  to  trample 

upon,    his    Order.      Accordingly   he   was 

vilified  both  by  Seculars  and  Prelates  j  who 

difregarding   St.  Francis'^  Monitions,    drew 

away  his  Followers: — but  how,  and   why, 

will  appear  in  the  End." 

Nor  could  the  Devil  be  idle,  where  his 
Ribaden.   Kingdom  was  at  Stake;    "  but  raifed    up 
r^g-  472'  fiifini^jii  Spirits  in  the  Vniverfities,  to  op- 
pofe the  Holy   Orders  cf  St.  Do?7iinic  and 
St.  Francis,    and    to   write   Bc&ks   againjl 
them:* 

The  pious  Founder  oj  the  Jefuits  met 
with  the  like  Harraffings;  and  particularly 
at  the  Univerfify  of  Paris,  could  fcarce  efcape 
a  Whipping  in  the  Public  Hall. — Several 
Bijhops  publiflied  EdiBs,  forbidding  either 
him,  or  his,  to  preach  in  their  Diocefcy 
and  the  ftinking  black  Cloud  of  the  Soi'~ 
bo7mehx\x?i  upon  them. — And  as  few  can 
bear  a  Cenfor  of  their  Manners^  the  Minds 
of  the  Clergy  were  alienated  from  the  So- 
ciety, as  intruding  itfelf  into  their  FunBions, 
and  of  their  ow^n  Will  contriving  to  ered: 
a  Seminary^  ungratefil  and  prejudical  to 
*  the 
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the   Minifiry^    and  intercepting   their  Ho' 
Hours  and  Profits. 

But  Ignatius  and  Company^  by  the  fpe^. 
cial  Fa'vour  and  DireBion  of  Hea'ven,  were 
too  cunning  for  themj  and  by  profefnng 
thcmfelves  entirely  at  the  Fope's  Devotion^ 
and  liis  Standard-Bearers  againft  HereticSy 
they  gained  their  Ends ;  and  obtained  of 
Gregory  XIII.  thr.t  Golden  Bully  allowing 
the  Religious  ajnong  them,  who  were 
PriejiSj  to  hear  ConfeJJions,  and  even  thofe 
not  in  Orders  to  preach  wherever  they 
pleafed.  Attend,  while  the  Bull  is  fpeak- 
ing.  **  In  Virtue  of  the  Privilege  granted  Bullar. 
«  to  your  Society  by  Paul  III.  that  who-  ^  "^'^f;. 
*'  ever  of  you  is  fit^  and  deputed  by  the 
*'  Reef  or  of  the  Society ,  may  publickly 
'^  preach  the  Word  of  God  j  and  thofe, 
*'  who  are  Priefis,  may  hear  the  Confef- 
*'  fions  of  the  Faithful  of  both  Sexes ;  from 
*^  which  Time  your  Religious,  who  were 
''ft  to  preach,  though  fiot  initiated  into 
*'  Holy  Orders^  have  preached  here,  and 
"  there,  and  every  where :  Yet,  becaufe 
*'  an  impertinent  Doubt  has  arofe,  whe- 
*'  ther  the  Privilege  of  Preaching  compre- 
*'  hends  thofe  who  are  not  ordained ; 
"  JVe,  in  order  to  remove  this  Scruple, 
'^  by  the  Authority  of  thefe  Prefents,  de- 
*'  dare  and  decree,  That  every  one  of 
"  you,  though  not  promoted  to  Holy 
**  Orders^  both  W  Power,  and /^(^w  Power, 
S  2  *'  ill 
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«  in  Virtue  of  that  Privilege,  to  exercife 
*'  the  Office  of  a  P?'eacher  :  Stridly  in~ 
«'  hibitiitg  all  and  fingular  Ordinaries^  and 
*'  all  others  invefted  with  any  Kind  of 
*'  Pozver,  not  to  dare  to  hijtder  or  mok/l 
''  any  one  of  you,  upon  any  Pretence. 
*'  With  a  Non  objhmte  to  all  Apopolical 
**  Conjiitutions  and  Ordinations,  decreed  by 
"  General,  or  Provincial  Councils T 

You  may  perhaps  endeavour  to  clear 
the  Jejuits  of  Uftirpation.  as  adting  by 
Papal  Authority.  The  Methodifl'Teachers 
will  put  in  the  fame  Plea-,  each  of  them 
being,  the  laivlefs  One,  a  Pope  to  himfelf. 

Having  mentioned  the  Irregularities  of 
fome  Methodijis  at  the  Communion ;  1  muft 
in  Ju/tice  own,  that  the  mojl  Part  of 
them  behaved  very  ferioujly  and  devoutly. 
Some  indeed  carrying  Matters  to  an  Ex- 
treme, and  into  a  Sort  of  Ecjlacy ;  io  as 
to  be  quite  infenfible  of  the  Minijier\ 
Tender  of  the  Bread  and  Wine,  till  fpo- 
ken  to,  or  pulled  by  the  Sleeve,  Which  I 
find  to  be  no  uncommmon  Thing  among 
the  Popifo  Enthufiajis.  And  we  have  au- 
thc?itic  T^efltmony  concerning  St.  Alcantara, 
Br.  Rom.  that  he  not  only  was  in  fuch  Ardour  of 
^^-  25-  Spirit  himfelf,  but  induced  others  to  be 
in  a  Rapture  and  Ecjlacy  at  the  Sacra- 
ment. As  to  the  Irreverence  of  pocketing 
the  Bread,  inftead  of  eating  it ; — we  read 
in  their  books  of  Damonology,  and  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  in  the  Malleus  Mdeficarum,  "  'tis  Tom.  I. 
to  be  remarked,  that  W:tches^  or  Sorce^'^^'^'  *'^' 
reffes,  when  they  Communicate  have  this 
Ciifhm,  if  they  can  do  it  without  being 
oblerved^  to  hide  the  Body  of  the  Lord  iin- 
der  their  Tongue,  inftead  oi fwalloivir.g  it; 
with  a  wici<ed  Purpofe,  and  to  referve  the 
Hoft  for  wicked  Ufes.''  Bui  I  drop  the 
Comparifon  any  farther  than  as  to  the  ir- 
reverent  FaB ;  and  allure  the  Mctliodifls^ 
that  1  would  by  no  Means  fo  much  as  in- 
finuate  a  Siifpicion  of  their  being  Witches, 
or  Sorcerers 'y  or  employing  the  Bread  to 
badUfes. 

Under  this  Head  may  not  improperly 
be  confidered  their  undutiful  Behaviour  to 
the  Civil  Pcicers,  and  even  flying  in  the 
Face  of  the  Higbeft  Authority  in  the  Na- 
tion. One  of  Mr.  Wefleys  Rearers  was, 
it  feems,  preffed  for  a  Soldier  :  Upon 
which  Mr.  Wefley  breaks  out  into  this 
hideous  Outcry  ;  "  Ye  Learned  in  the  3  joum. 
"  Law,  What  becomes  of  Magna  Cbarta,  P^S-  ^8- 
*'  and  of  E7igliJ]j  Liberty  a?2d  Property  .^ 
"  Are  not  thefe  meer  Soimds,  while,  on 
"  any  Pretence,  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  as 
"  a  Prefs-Gang  fuffered  in  the  Land  ?  '* 
The  Legiftature,  as  the  Exigencies  of  the 
Govtrnmetit  have  required,  has,  at  feveral 
Times,  made  Adls  for  prefjing  Men  into 
his  Majeflys  Service.  But  no  Matter  for 
that  3  touch  but  a  Mcthodijl,  and  imme- 
diately 
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diately  Liberty  and  Property,  the  Church 
and  State,  the  Nation,  All  may  periHi, 
rather  than  a  Soldier  be  prelTed.  He  will 
not  allow  it,  on  any  Pretence.  He,  the 
lame  Perfon,  who  had  before  bound  him- 
sjourn,  felf  wiih  that  repeated  Refolution,  not  to 
^iig.  lo.  fpeak  a  kittle  of  ivorldly  Things^  is  now 
bawling  for  Liberty  and  Property. 

§.  19.  Pafs  we  on  to  another  Confe- 
qucfice^  indeed  natural  Tendency,  of  Method- 
ifm,  and  an  Impediment  in  its  Courfe  j  — . 
their  mutual  Jealoiifies  and  En'vyings,  their 
manifold  Divifions,  fierce  and  rancorous 
parrels,  and  Accufatiom  of  one  another 
of  heinom  Crimes.  I  fay  a  natural  Ten- 
dency ;  becaufe  Vanity,  Confidence,  a  hot- 
headed and  i?itolerating  Spirit,  always  en- 
ter into  the  Compofition  of  Enthufiafm,  and 
create  the  above-mentioned  bitter  EffeSls  :■ 
—  befides  fuch  Numbers  of  Apofiates,  as 
they  term  it,  f?^om  them. 

Obferve  but  the  early  Days  of  Method- 
ifm.  The  Teachers  are  fcarce  fiedged, 
but  out  they  fly  through  the  Air  of  Po- 
pidarity  j  each  pluming  himfelf  upon  the 
Number  of  flaring  Admirers  at  his  fine 
Feathe  s,  and  high  Flights. 

Hence    mutual    Fmidation,    Fn'uy,    and 

Grudging.     Mr.  Whitefield,     *'  I  was    not 

2  Dealing/'  Without    Oppoftion  from    Friends^    who 

Piig.  25.    "  were    jealo'js    over    me    with    a    Godly 

"  jealoufy. 
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"  Jcalotify.  For  I  carried  high  Sail  j 
'*  Thoulands  and  ten  Thoufiinds  came  to 
*'  hear." 

Excellent  Godly  Jealoufy  indeed !  To 
tppofe  God's  Special  Work,  becaufe  Mr. 
Wbitefield  got  fo  much  Glory ;  to  enter  the 
Lift  in  the  Conteft  of  Vanity,  and  preach 
for  a  Hat  and  Feather,  **  Perceived  3  joum. 
fomething  a  little  bordering  on  Envy  toP^S-  6. 
my  Brother  II — ." 

Mr.  i'l-'ejley  too  ''  in  his  old  Room  at 
Oxford  fits  mufing,  and  refleding,  How  4  Joum. 
many  that  came  after  me  were  preferred^^^'  ^^' 
before  me  :  "  —  and  then  he  religioufly 
opens  his  Tcfiament^  by  Way  of  Lot^  to 
find  the  Reajon. — Nor  is  it  long  e're  this 
lovely  loving  Pair  come  to  Daggers  draw- 
ing. Mr.  Wefley  having  heard  much  of 
Mr.  Whitefielit^  unkind  Behaviour,  fays, 
he  told  me,  "  He  and  I  preached  two  ibjd. 
"  different  Gofpels ;  that  he  would  not  joinV- 11^  1^ 
"  me,  or  give  me  the  right  Hand  of  FeU 
**  lowjhip  5  but  would  publickly  preach 
*'  againft  me  and  my  Brother!' — They 
actually  write  and  publifh  againft  each 
other  ;  "  Mr.  Wefley  charges  White- 
field  with  Imprudence,  for  publifhing,  at 
all,  as  putting  Weapons  into  their  Hands 
who  loved  neither  of  them  j  —  with  pub- 
liftiing  a  mere  Burlefque  ;  —  for  making  an 
open,  and  probably,  an  irreparable  Breach 
between   them,     by  a    treacherous  Wound, 

and 
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and  bewraying    of    SecretsJ'      Hence    Ms 

well  knoui)   they  divided,  and  formed  fe~ 

parate  Parties.     Mr.  Wejley,  in  his  Sermon 

Pnef.  and6«    Free   Grace,  "  is  indi(penfably  obliged 

p.  22—6.  tQ  oppofe  the  other,  for  the  horrible   Biaf- 

pbewies    of    his   horrible    Doctrine. "  —  *'  I 

*'  went   to    my  Friend  ( that  was ! )   Mr. 

4journ.  "  Stonehoiife  at  Jjlington ;  but  found  in  him 

P-35'59-"  all  ihQ  Deceivablejiefs   of  Uiirighteotifiiefs. 

P     5,    ii  — Mr.  C told  me  plainly,  he  could 

"  not  agree   with  me,    becaufe  I  did   not 
*'  preach  the  Truths 

And  here,    for  Fear  1    fliould  again    be 

accuied   '^  of  laying  afide  the  New   Tefla- 

wiiitef.    menty  when  wridng  my  Pafnphlct,"  I  fliall 

Kcmarks,  put  them   in  Mind  of  the  ApG/ile'^  Direc- 

^'^^'  '^'    tion,  Let   us  not  be  defirous  of  Vaiti-glory, 

provoking  one   another,  envying  one  another. 

Gal.  V.  26. 

Again,  let  us  fee  fome  of  the  rancorous 
Contentions  between  Mr.  Wejley  and  the 
Moravians,  whom  he  defcribes  as  fome  of 
the  worft  of  Men,  both  in  Trincipk  and 
FraBice  -,  and  yet  ( fuch  is  his  Motley^ 
Mixture  of  Antipathy  and  Sympathy  with 
Regard  to  them  )  he  defires  an  Union  with 
them  above  all  Things  under  Heaven. 

What   Scurrility   of  Language    do    the 

Moravians  throw   out  againft  Mr.  Wefey  "i 

:,  journ.    ''  The   Foundation  on  which  he  ftands  is 

ra-i-  14-    as  different    from  the    true,   as    the   right 

Hand  from  the   leftj    and    they  have   no 

Hope 
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Hope   for  him    in  this    State.      They  are4Jo"'"n- 
afbamcd  of  his  Company: — They   charge  ^0^^°;^  J  ^] 
him   with  putting  Darknefs  Jor  Light,  and  92,  102. 
Light  for  Darknefs ;  preaching  falje   Doc- 
trine :  —  They  have  often  heard  both  hinh 
and  his  Brother^   preach   Popery  :  —  They 
are  both  Falf  Prophets  :  —  Intruding  poor 
Souls   in   fuch  Errors,    that   they  will    be 
damned  at  lad  :  —  having  Eyes  full  of  Adul- 
tery,   and    leading    unftable    Souls    in    the 
Way    of   Damnation  :  —  They   are,    like 
Satan,    making   l^Far   with  the   Saints :  — 
Mr.  ff^efey  is  a  Child  of  the  Devil,  the  Ser- 
'uant  of  Corruption,  for  whom  the  Mifi  of 
Darknefs  is  rejervcdfor  every 

And  how   does    Mr.   Wefley  turn   their 
own  Artillery  upon  them  ?  —  "  Their  Doc-  4  joum. 
trine  is  a  New  Gcfpcl,  cccafioning  grievous  P;3?j  68, 
Confufions :  —  Their  Way  differs  as  much  108,114. 
from  the  Bible  Way,  as  Light  from  Dark- 
nefs :  —  Other  Doilrine  than  what  we  have 

received : They  arc  tenacious  of  their 

moft  EJJential  -  erroneous  DoSfrines  ;  fo 
much  Guile  in  their  Words,  that  we  can 
fcarce  tell  what  they  really  hold,  and 
what  not :  —  Their  Difcipline  is  as  widely 
different  from  Mr.  Wejlefs,  as  tlie  Heavens 
ore  from  the  Earth  :  —  Their  Church  i?2 fal- 
lible,— no  true  Church  on  Earth  but  theirs, 
and  no  true  Chriflians  out  of  it ;  they  re- 
quire implicit  Eaith  and  Obedience y 

T  Prone 
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Prone  as  thefe  Gentlemen  are  to  Wrath, 
they  will  give   Leave,    I  hope,    to   afk  a 
^ejlioriy  or  two.     Is  this  Methodifm  f  — 

^antane  ajtimis  Ccelejlibus   ir£? 

Andreignfuch  Mortal  Feuds  in  Heavenly  Minds .? 

What  are  we  to  think  of  thefe  Charges 
of  Whitejield^  Wejley,  and  the  Moravians, 
againft  one  another  ?  Some  Perfons,  from 
a  candid  Opinion  of  their  Veracity,  might 
be  inclined  to  believe  them  all.  But  I  am 
rather  difpoled  to  inquire.  Are  thefe  Things 
fo  ?  Are  they  true  ?  Or  are  they  not  true  ? 
If  not  true,  they  are  grievous  Calumnia^ 
tors.  If  true,  they  are  deteftable  Se^arijis, 
Whether  true,  oifalfe,  the  Allegation  ftands 
good  of  their  Rnvy,  fierce  and  rancorous 
parrels,  and  mutual,  heinous  Accufations, 

All  is  in  Conformity  to  the  Condud  of 
the  feveral  Religious  Orders  of  the  Papacy ; 
envying,  hating  one  another,  befpattering 
one  another,  furioufiy  contending  which 
is  the  beft ;  I  mean  which  is  the  worft : 
—•but  unanimoufly  agreed  in  Fanaticifm 
and  Impojiure, 

And  how  ftands  the  Matter  among  their 
Difciples  ?  Why,  one  Party  fticks  to 
Whitefield,  whole  another  Gojpel  is  better 
than  Wejlefs  a?iother  Gojpel ;  a  fecond  Party 
(licks  to  Jf'^ejley  for  juft  as  good  a  Reafon. 
8  — .  Some 
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^— Some  are  fo  loft  to  Grace,  that  they 
renounce  both  of  them,  leaving  Methodifm 
totally  in  the  Lurch.  —  Others  in  great 
Numbers  fall  away  to  the  Moravians  j  and 
into  dangerous  and  wicked  Tenets.  In 
general,  they  are  all  together  by  the  Ears, 
embroiled  and  broken  with  Ujtchrijlian 
parrels  and  Confufions, 

Mr.  Whitejield  fadly  laments  "■  the  D/- 
vifions  that  arofe  amongft  God's  People  j  — 
how  many,  who  continued  amongft  them 
for   a  while,    in  Time  of  Temptation  fall 

away : how  thofe,    who  would  have 

plucked  out  their   Eyes,   and    given  them 
to  him,  become  his  Enemies  :  —  how  two  3  Journ. 
young  Men  in  particular,  once  Leaders  ofP'^3- 
the  Religious  Society ,  are  ftnce  fallen  back : 
and    our  Brethren,    who  have  fallen    into  p  ^i 
Errors,  have  left  us  voluntarily." 

The    impetuous  Mr.  Seward  complains 
of  the    impetuous    Mr.  Wathen ;    "who  joum. 
being   too   eager    in  teaching   others,    and  P-  54- 
reproved  for   it,    was  influenced   by   Satan 
of  a  fudden   to  caji  away  his  Confidence,  as 
if  all  the  Wo7'k  of  God  in  his  Soul  had  been 
a  Delu/ion.  —  And  Mr.  B.  a  Follower  of  P.  1 7. 
Mr.  Whitefeld,  was  fadly  fallen  away,  and 
oppofed  him  j  and  many  were  offended." 

Mr.  IVeJley   runs   more    in   this  Strain: 
his   Fourth  Journal  being  moftly  taken  up 
in  enumerating    their   Wrath,    Dijentions, 
and  Apojiacies,  —  *'  At  Oxford,  but  a  few,  3  Jou«. 
T  2  <*  who  P- ^4' ^5. 
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««  who  had  not  forfaken  them  j —  many^  iq 
"  whom   the  Seed  had  withered  away  :  — » 

4journ.   «  Out   of  twenty-five  or  thirty  only  two 

p.  91.  i(  jgff^  ^2of  one  continued  to  attend  daily 
«   'Prayers-,  the  few  once  united  now  torn 

"  afunder,  and  Jcattered  abroad.- At 

"  London,    The  poor   Brethren   at    Fetter- 

P-  34. 3^- "  lane  in  great  Confiifwn  ;  —  the  Plague  was 

P.  8.  "  fpread  to  the  /////^  Society.  —  Many  were 
'<  induced  to  deny  the  Gift  of  God,  and 
"  affirm  they  never  had  a?jy  Faith  at  all. 
"  —   ?4any  of  our  Sifters  are  ft  a  ken,  — ■ 

P.  17, 18."  grievoufiy  torn  by  Reafonings  : 6ut 

"  few  come  to  Fetter'/a?ie  till  near  Nine 
*^  o'clock ;  and  then,  after  their  Names 
"  are  called  over,  they  preft?itly  depart, 
*'  Our  Brethren  here  have  neither  JViJdom 
"  enough  to  guide,  nor  Prudence  enough 
"  to  let  it  alone. — They  have  much  cofi- 
*'  founded  fome  of  our  Sifters.  —  I  fuppofe 
"  abo've  half  of  our  Brethren  are  on  their 
*'  Side ;  but  they  are  fo  very  confufed,  they 
*'  don't  know  how  to  go  on.  Here  I 
'*  found  every  Day  the  dreadful  Effeds, 
"  — fcarce  one  in  ten  retained  his  firji 
"  Love:  And  moft  of  the  reft  were  in 
**  the  'utmoli  Confufion,  biting  and  devouring 

P.  2i,2z.cc  ^^^^  another. — M^^ny  wholly  wifettled,  and 
"  loft  in  vain  Reafonings,  and  doubtful 
"  Difputations, — not   likely   to   come    to 

P.  47-  "  any  true  Foundation.  —  I  went  to  the 
*'  Society.     But  I  found  their  Hearts  were 

*'  quite 
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?«  quite  cftrangcd.    A  little  Handful  of  them 

*'  ftood  in  the  old  Paths."  —  At  Brijlol, 

**  and    Kifigfwoody  —  '*  I   had   ynany  un- 

«^  pkafing  Accounts  of  the  Little   Society , 

'*  Breaches,    Jealoujies^    Coldnefs.  —  Went 

''  to  preach  at  King/wood :   but  (except  a 

*'  few  from  Brijlol)  I  had  not  above  two 

'*  or   three   Men,    and   as   many   Women -y 

"  the  fame  Number  once  or  twice  before. 

''  — Ma?iy  of  our  Brethren  had  no  Ears  to  ^  joum. 

*'  hear,    having   difputed  away  both    their  P- ^2-65. 

«'  Faith  and  Loi'e  j  —  in  continual  Difputes, 

*'  Di'-cifwns  j  and  Offences :  —  they  break  p.  70-75. 

''  out  afrefli ;  Meetings  of  the  Bands  cold 

'=  and  uncomfortable,  —  endlefs    Strife   and 

*'  Confufwn,  Separations,  Backbitings,  Evil- 

^'- /peaking,    mutual   Charges    of  teaching 

"  falfe  DoBrines,  Supplanting,    Scoffings  at 

"  the  two  Wcjlefs  Preaching  :  —  Fifty-two 

"  leave    them,    and    again    about   Forty : 

'^  -^The  frighted  Sheep  gaze  and  fy,  as  if 

"  they  had  no  Shepherd." 

What  (hall  we  fay  now  ?  Are  thcfe  the 
Fruits  of  Methodifm?  Thefc  the  EfFeds  of 
their  Sweet  Love-Feajls  ?  Thefe  the  Dear, 
Precious^  Finocent  Lambs  F  Thefe  the 
Partakers  of  the  New  Birth,  of  Peace,  and 
Love,  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoflf  Thefe 
their  boafled  Converfions,  thefe  Candidates 
for  Perjedlion  ?  —  Their  own  Words  bear 
Witnefs  againft  them.  —  Sorex  fuo  indicia 
perit.     And   we  may  juftly  remind  them 

of 
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VaxtUr  of  their  own  Exprcflions ;  *'  When  the 
Appeai,  Jieformation  began,  what  moimtai?ious  Of- 
*'*  *  ''^'  fences  lay  in  the  Way  ?  Such  Failings 
in  thofe  two  great  Men,  Luther  and 
Cahin!  [fVeJley  and  WhitefieW]  Their 
vehement  Tenacioiifnefi  of  their  own 
Opinions;  their  Bitternefs  toward  all  who 
differed  from  them ;  their  Impatience  of 
Contradidlion,  and  titt':r  Want  of  For^ 
kearance  even  with  their  oun  Brethren^' 

This  is  bad  enough  :  but  'tis  not  the 
ijoorfi.  For  confider  what  becomes  of  thofe 
that  leave  them;  among  whorr^  fo  many 
of  their  Deferters  liji -,  and  into  what  Sort 
of  Dijcipline  and  Frinciples  they  enter : 
nothing  lefs  than  "  into  a  New  Qofpcl"' — 
Wdle>',  ''  Three  of  our  Chrijiian  Brethren  driven 
4journ.  <c  [jy  ^atan  to  deny  Chri/i's  viable  Church 
^^^'  "  on  Earth.  —  Multitudes  to  embrace  a 
"  f^V^  unfcriptural  Stihiefs,  ceafing  from 
"  outward  IVorh,  and  all  Means  oj  Grace  -, 
*'  all  fuch  Ordinances  as  running  to  Church 
"  and  Sacrament^  Prayer  Publick  and 
**  Private,  reading  the  Scriptures  :  —  and 
"  further,  to  make  a  mere  Jeft  of  going 
*'  to  Church,  Sacrament,  &c.  —  a  general 
*«  Temptation  prevailing  to  leave  off  Good 
*'  IForkSy  in  order  to  increafe  their  Faith ; 
*'  —  to  cry  out,  no  Works,  no  Law,  no 
"  Commandments :  . —  to  throw  away  the 
**  Bible,  and  fay,  I  will  never  read,  or 
"  pray  more :  —  the  Prayers  of  the  Church 

*'  are 
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"  are  full  of  hen  id  Lies. — I  was  with  one,  ^]oyxmi 
**  who  told  me,  —  that  God  had  told  her^'^* 
"  not  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper-  any 
"  more,    fince   fhe   fed   upon   Chriji  con- 

"  tinually." "  At  the  Nottingham- ?,ty, 

"  Society^  the  Room  not  half  full,  which 
**  ufed  to  be  crowded  :  —  not  one  Perfoa 
*'  who  came  in  ufed  any  'Prayer  at  all ; 
"  but  e'very  one  began  either  talking  to 
"  his  Neighbour,  or  looking  about  him : 
*'  when  1  began  to  pray^  there  was  a 
"  general  Surprize^  none  once  offering  to 
"  kneely  but  all  {landing  in  the  mojl  eafy 
"  and  indolent  Tojlure.  1  afterwards  look- 
**  ed  for  one  of  our  Hymn-Books^  upon 
*«  the  Bejk  :  —  but  both  that,  and  the 
"  Biblej  were  vanified  away,  And  in  the 
*'  Room  lay,  The  Moravian  Hymns,  and 
"  the  Count's  Sermons,''  [i.  e.  Count  Zin- 
"  zendorJ\  the  Moravians  Bifl:op.'\  —  One 
Thing  laid  to  the  Charge  of  the  Moraviajis 
is  as  follows ;  ''  Some  of  our  Englifi  Bre-p,  io6. 
"  thren,  who  are  joined  with  yours,  have 
"  faid  openly,  you  will  never  have  Faitby 
"  till  you  leave  off  running  about  to  Churchy 
"  and  Sacraments,  and  Societies.  Another 
**  of  them  has  faid,  in  his  Tublic  Ex- 
*'  poimding,  as  many  go  to  Hell  by  T raying 
"  as  by  Thieving.  Another,  I  knew  one, 
*^  who  leaning  over  the  Back  of  a  Chair, 
**  received  a  great  Gift.  But  he  mud 
"  kneel  down  to  give  God  Thanks.     So  he 

"  loft 
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"  loft  it  immediately :  and  I  know  net 
"  whether  he  will  ever  have  it  again. 
"  And  yet  another  3  you  have  loft  your 
<*  Rrfl  Joy ;  therefore  you  pray  :  That  is 
"  the  Devil.  You  read  the  Bible :  That 
««  is  the  Devil.  You  Communicate  :  That 
**  is  the  Deviiy 

Thefe   are  fome    (for   I    could    produce 

many  more")  of  the  Moravian  Tenets.     And 

what  can  be  more  grating  to  a  Cbrijiian 

Ear,    or   more    ftiocking    to    the  Mind? 

what    more   Impious^    than    to    pronounce 

all    the    Ordinances   of   Religion,    Prayers,- 

Thankfgivings,    Sacraments,     reading     the 

Bible,  &c.  to  be  Diabolical  Ferformances  ? 

One  would    imagine   they  really  believed 

the  Dreams  of  thofe  Popijh  Fanatics,  who 

tell  us,  that  the  Devil  has  fometimes  fub- 

Mengi      mittcd  to  thefe   Ordinances :    that   he   has 

Fug.Daem.  even  perfwaded  People  to  go  to  Mafs  and 

,P"*°*       ConfeJJion;  —  has    been   found   out    iinging 

M.  Paris,   at  Mafs  among  the  Monks  -, ■  and   (as 

^'  Madam  Bourignon  relates)   that  the  Devil, 

Sol.  Vir-  concealed  in  the  Shape  of  a  Mo?2k,  preached 
p"^i',7.  a  moft  excellent  Sermon  on  the  Joys  of 
Heaven,  and  Torments  of  Hell.  But  being 
difcovered  before  he  went  oft,  and  afked 
the  Reafon  of  his  Preachi?tg  fo  well,  gave 
this  Reafon ;  that  he  was  fure  the  Auditors 
would  not  be  perfwaded  by  it,  and  (o  would 
more  effedually  be  damned, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wejley  will  probably  fay,  What  is 
all  this  to  me?  Muft  I  be  anfwerable  for 
the  Moraiians^  aguinfl:  whom  I  have  fo 
often,  and  zealoully,  preached  mid  njoritten  ^ 
And  this  Plea  is  true  in  a  great  Meaftire  ; 
efpecially  fince  he  and  the  Moravians 
quarrelled.  But,  IVJdo  at  the  fame  Time 
gives  the  Moravians  a  Box  on  the  Ear 
with  one  Hand,  and  embraceth  them  with 
the  other  ?  Who  firfl  brought  over  this 
wicked  Generation^  and  encouraged  them 
afterwards  ?  Who  made  a  Moravian  his 
own  Spiritual  Guide  and  Confejjor  ?  Who 
fo  highly  comn^ended  them  among  his 
own  Followers  ?  Who  fo  Fanaticized  his 
own  Followers,  and  gave  them  fo  many 
and  ftrong  Dojes  of  the  E?tthu/iaftic 
TinBure^  as  turned  their  Brains,  and  de- 
prived them  of  their  Senjes  ?  Whofe  Soci- 
eties  and  Congregations  (by  his  own  Confef- 
Jion)  run  over  in  Shoals  to  Moravianifm^  forty 
or  fifty  at  a  Time  ?  And  would  they  have 
fplit  upon  this  Rock,  if  they  had  not  been 
firft  Methodijis  ?  Who  is  it,  that  wonders 
why  himfelf  doth  not  join  them ;  and  can 
then  be  in  the  leaft  furprized  at  his  I^if- 
ciples  joining  them?  Where,  laflly,  is  the 
Spawn  of  Moravianifm  fo  flrongly  working, 
as  in  the  Children  of  Methodifm  ? 

§.  20.  Enthujiafm  being  a  Thing  by  no 

Means    incon/ijient    with    Immorality,    and 

U  frequently 
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fieauently  the  immediate  C^ufc  of  it ;  wc 
may  mention  as  another  Effed  of  Me- 
thodifm,  its  'tendency  to  undermine  Mora- 
lity and  Good  fVorks ;  and  that  fome  of  its 
DoSirines  give  Encouragemejit  to  Immorality 
and  Vice.  Whether  this  be  any  Impedi- 
ment to  Methodijm,  I  don't  determine  j  but 
'tis  evidently  an  Impediment  to  true  Religion 
and  Virtue. 

It  would  be  thrufling  my  Sickle  too 
much  into  another  Man's  Harveft,  and 
doing  what  has  been  done  better  already 
by  abler  Hands,  to  fhew  what  an  ill  Afped: 
and  Influence  fome  of  their  Peculiarities 
and  Tenets  have  upon  virtuotis  PraSiice. — 
Such  as  theft  fidden  and  inftantaneous  Calls 
and  Converfions^  which  the  Methodifis  are 
trained  up  to  exped",  and  wait  for  in 
Qiuetnefs;  whence  they  are  naturally  led 
to  negled:  the  Means  of  Salvation y  all 
gradual  Improvement,  and  Groiving  in 
Grace  :  —  The  prefumptuous  Dodlrine  of 
Afjurances  of  Pardon  and  Salvation,  prefent 
and  future ;  a  ftrong  Imagination  and  fup- 
pofed  Feeling  of  which  will  fill  the  Head 
with  fpiritual  Pride ;  and  induce  a  falfe 
and  fatal  Security,  to  the  Negledl  of  future 
Endeavours.  —  Impulfes,  ImpreJJiofis,  fancied 
Injpiration  and  Revelations:  which  being 
made  the  Rule  of  Duty,  will  make  them  as 
confident  in  wrong  Pradice,  as  in  right -^ 
and  prcfumed  upon,  as  certainly  coming  from 

Heaven^ 
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Heaven,  will  of  Courfe  lead  them  intj 
dangerous  Errors  of  Judgment  and  Be- 
haviour. —  That  Summit  of  Arroga72ce,  a 
Claim  of  wijiiming  FerfeBioUy  and  abfolut^ 
Freedom  from  Corruption ;  which  is  ths 
Privilege  of  our  Redeemer  ahie ;  and  from 
which  I  may  fafcly  affirm  the  Methodijis 
are  at  a  wide  Diftance  :  whence  thofe  warm 
Heads  which  in  Imagination  have  attained 
it,  or  are  jufl:  laying  hold  of  it,  will  arrive 
only  to  the  moft  Enthufiaftic  Phrenfies', 
and  thofe  of  a  lefs  fanguine  Spirit,  will  be 
tempted  to  give  over  the  Purfuit,  become 
defperate,  or  turn  Libertines. — 

To  which  may  be  added,  —  that  the 
Followers^  perfwaded  that  their  Teachers 
fpeak  from  God,  and  are  immediately  fent 
upon  his  Work,  will  find  little  Inclination 
to  difpute  any  of  their  DoBrines,  or  boggle 
at  their  Examples,  how  immoral  or  un^ 
Jcriptural  foever.  The  Mountebank's  In- 
fallible P refer iptions  muft  be  fwallowed, 
whatever  be  the  Confequence,  though  they 
dye  for  it.  Let  us  fee  if  there  be  no 
Danger.  The  Moravian  Methodijis  Hand 
confeffedly  guilty,  beyond  all  Meafure  and 
Modejly,  of  trampling  down  Morality  ; 
teaching  Juflijication  by  Faith  alone,  not 
only  to  the  Exclujion,  but  Condemnation, 
of  Good  Works ;  and  Multitudes  of  the 
Wejleyans  have  been  infected  with  the 
Pla/ue. 

U  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wejley  often  accufeth  the  Mora- 
viam  "  of  ufing  Guile,  and  defending 
p.  20,  2  1.  the  Laizfukefs  of  itj  of  teaching,  not  to 
"^'  ^°-  do  temporal  Good,  nor  to  attempt  doing 
fpiritual  Good ;  —  as  not  likely  to  come  to 
any  true  Foundation  ;  —  grounded  on  a 
Faith  which  is  without  Works ;  —  of  faying, 
that  good  Works  are  the  greateji  Hindrance 
of  coming  to  Lhrijl ;  —  and  that,  till  thefe 
Works  are  laid  afide,  no  Man  can  receive 
Faith  r 

Among  the  Societies  of  Methodi/ls,  he 
p.  39, 40.  finds  "  a  general  Temptation  prevail  of 
*'  leaving  off  good  Works  -,  —  the  poor,  con- 
"  fufed,  fhattered  Society  had  erred  from 
*'  the  Faith  ;  —  a  Woman  of  Deptford, 
"  fent  (as  flie  faid)  from  God,  fpoke  great 
"  Words,  and  true  j  —  flie  ordered  Mr. 
"  Humphreys  to  leave  off  doing  Goody 

But  Mr.  Wefley  will  fay,  "  do  not  the 
Meihodiji  Teachers  preach  and  inculcate  the 
Dodtrine  of  good  Works  ?  Have  not  I 
in  particular  oppofed  the  Moravians,  and 
warmly  controverted  this  Point  ?  Did 
not  1  explain  St.  James,  the  great  An- 
tidote againfh  this  Poifon  ?  Did  I  not  call 
the  Order  to  leave  off  good  Works  a  Snai  e 
oj  the  Devil  f  Do  not  I  fiy,  concernirg 
the  Moravian  DoBrine,  of  Faith  heii  g 
the  only  Commandment,  that  'tis  a  palpable 
Contradidion  to  the  whole  Tenor  of  the 

Isew 
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Ni"w   Teji  anient  J   and  a  Jl.^melefs  Jffuvia^ 
tion  ?  &c." 

All   this   I  allow  to  be  true :  and   that 
you  had    ycur  Reafo'is  for  laying  about  you, 
and  being   feemingly  in   earneft  againft  the 
Moravia?is,    who    have    taken     lb    much 
Pains    to  ?'olf  you    of  your   Authority,  ycur 
Reputation  J    and  your   Difciples,     But   give 
me  Leave  to  (hew  your  Inconfjlency  in   the 
Cafe  ;    and   how    often    you    have   thrown 
cold  Water  upon  the  Duty  of  good  Works ; 
and  in  Quantities  fufficient  to   damp  your 
Followers   Zeal  for  them;    by  Sentiments 
and   Expreffions  of  a  ftrong  Tendency  to 
debafe  their  Value^  and  difcourage  the  Per- 
Jormance.     What  think  we  of  thefe  Words 
of  Mr.  Wejley  ?  ''  One  indeed  in  the  Faith  %  Joum. 
"  — no  longer  judges  Holinefs  to   be  anP'°' 
*'  outward    Thing :    to    confift    either    in 
**  doing  fio  Harm^  in  doing  Good,  or  ufing 
*'  the   Ordinances   of  God."     What    think 
we    of    his    throwing    in    thofe   qualifying 
Expreffions  ?  '*  The   doing  Good,    as  'tis  p.  8z. 
*'  caP.ed,    i.    e.    the  ufing    the    Means    of 
*'  Grace,    and  helping  our  Neighbour ;  —  ^  joum. 
*'  what  is  called  a  virtuous  Life.  —  Doing  P-^'- 
"  Good,  or,    ufing  the  Means  of  Grace,  count, 
**  in    Works    of    Piety  fo     called ,    or    of  p-  4- 
"  Charity."      Doth    not   all   this    tend   to 
difparage  and  depreciate  good  Works,  and 
to   flacken   the   Obligation    to   Performance 
of  them  ? 

As 
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As   to   the    ilue/tion^    whether   we    are 

juPiificd   and    iaved    by   Faith  only^  or   by 

iDtaimg,  Faith  and  Works 'y—^'  Mr.  White  field  de- 

P*  5^"        clarts  for    being    juftlfied    by   Faith    only, 

S  e  i^'ffl    which  was  the  more  extraordiimry^  fays  he, 

4  Join n.     i^g^^ayre  my  Friends,  at   Oxford  had  rather 

^"'^'"       inclined    to   the   Myliic  Divinity r      [Ob- 

ferve     by   the    Way,    though    this    Myjlic 

Divinity  was  once  the  Metbod[lis  DoBrine ; 

2  fourn.    yet,    fays   Mr.  IVeJley,  "  I   declare  in   my 

p.  26,  27.  '(  tool  Judgment,  and  in  the  Prefence  of 

*'  the  moft  High  God^  that  I  believe  the 

*'  Myflic   Writers  to    be  one  Great  Ami- 

**  chrijir      So    that    the    Methodifls,     by 

their  own  Confeffion,  were  at  firft  a   Part 

of  the  great  Antichrijl^ 

And  however  Mr.  Wejley  may  have  ex- 
plained St.  fames,  as  the  great  Antidote 
againft  omitting  good  Works;  I  don't  find 
that  either  he^  or  Mr.  Whitejield^  have 
ever  cited  thofe  exprefs  Paflages  (Chap.  ii. 
14,  24.)  "  What  doth  it  profit,  though 
"  a  Man  fay  he  hath  Faith,  and  have 
*'  not  Worh  ?  Can  Faith  fave  him  ?  Ye 
*'  fee  then,  how  that  by  Works  a  Man  is 
*'  juliijied,  aud  not  by  Faith  only." 

If  they  have  any  where  cited  thefe  Faf- 
figes,  they  have  only  confuted  themfehes. 
4  Journ.  For  Mr.  Wejley  afiirms,  that,  "  the  Condi- 
P-.'7-  «<  ^/o;/ of  our  Juftification  is  F^/V/j  ^/(j;/-^,  and 
3  joiirn.  *'  not  Good  Works :  That  the  tno^^  defjruBive 
P-7';-       "  of  all  thofe   Errors,    which  Ro?ne^    the 

"  Moiher 
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"  Mother  of  Abominations,  hath  brouglit 
*'  forth  (compiired  to  which,  ^nrnjuh- 
**  Jtantiatioiiy  and  a  hundred  more,  are 
"  ^rifcs  light  as  Air)  is,  that  we  are 
**  jii/iijicd  by  Works,  or  (to  cxprefs  the 
"  Thing  a  Httle  more  decently]  by  Faith 
**  ^77^  Works." 

Upon  which  Words  give  me  Leave  to 
make  a  Remark.  Mr.  IVefiey  hath  toJd 
us,  that  "  the  Methodifts,  (and  hmfelj\  jo' rn. 
among  them)  had  wandered  viaiiy  Tears  ^^S-  4»^ 
in  the  new  Path,  of  Salvation  by  Faith 
and  Works-,  before  God  fliewed  them  the 
old  Way,  of  Salvation  by  Faith  only.  " 
Whence  we  may  obferve,  that  during 
many  I'ears  of  their  Mcthodiflical  State, 
(which  was  the  Time  too  of  their  higkeji 
Glory  and  Pcpidarity)  they  were  feducing 
their  Difciples,  according  to  their  own  Cc?i- 
je//ion,  into  the  fno/i  De/h^u^i^ve  Errors; 
Errors,  compared  to  which  all  the  tnoji 
wicked  and  Idolatrous  Parts  of  Popery  are 
Trifes  light  as  Air. 

Champion  Whitejield  boldly  throws  down 
his  Gantlet,  "  who  dares  aflert  that  we  .^^^ 
*'  are  not  Juflified  merely  by  an  A51  of^zg.  2, 
"  Faith,  —  without  any  Regard  to  Works 
*'  paft,  prefent,  or  to  come  ? "  But,  I 
apprehend,  it  requires  no  high  Degree  of 
Courage  to  aflert  it,  after  fuch  Authority 
as  that  of  St.  James. 

Again, 
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Again,  concerning  the  nice  DiJiinBion 
of  the  Method! ft s  in  doing  good  Works,  but 
not  triifting  \\\  them  j  —  Mr.  V/efiey  men- 
tions "  a  Coniemplati'ue  Mcw^  whofe  In- 
ftruclions  he  received  as  the  Words  of  God ; 
but,  fays  he,  1  cannot  but  now  obferve, 
that  he  ipoke  fo  incautioufty  againft  trujUng 
in  outward  Works,  that  he  difcoiiraged  mo. 
from  doijJg  them  at  all."  And  have  he,  or 
his  Fri<:nds,  much  mended  the  Matter  ? 
I  Dcaiir.?,*'  When  Mr.  PFhite field  had  refolved  to 
Pa^.  44.^  kave  off  Forms,  Public  Worfinp,  and  other 
JVorks ;  Mr.  Wefiey  advifed  him  to  re- 
Jume  all  his  Externals,  tho'  not  to  depend 
on  them  in  the  leafty  —  When  the  Mo- 
ravian Brethren  fay,  *'  'tis  impoj]ible  to  tife 
the  Means  of  Grace  (as  Church,  Com- 
munion, Prayer,  Scripture,  &c.)  without 
truiing  in  them  j  —  and  if  a  Man  doth  not 
triiji  in  them,  why  doth  he  do  them  ? 
4  journ.  Mr.  TVe/ley  only  contends  that  'tis  pojjible 
P  ■^^'  -''to  life  them,  without  trufiing  in  them." 
And  now,  are  not  fuch  difparaging  Expref- 
fions  (not  to  truft  in  them  in  the  leajl,  a  mere 
Fojjibility  of  ufing  them  without  trufting  in 
them)  a  great  Difcouragement  to  ihePra^ice? 
The  plain  Truth  is,  we  cannot  truft  in  good 
IVorkSy  nor  yet  in  Faith,  as  the  meritorious 
Caufe  of  our  Juftification  and  Salvation :  The 
Sacrifice  of  Chrifi  alone  is  fuch :  But  we  mull 
Jo  far  trult  in  both,  as  the  necejfary  Terms  and 

Conditions^ 
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Conditions ;  without  which  we  cannot  be 
faved.     And  when  our  Church  afTerts  our 
being  juftijied  or  faved  by  Faith  alone^  as 
diftinguiflied  from  the  IVorks  of  the  Law^ 
or  ?nere   moral    Righteoufnefs ;  it  means 
fiich  a  Faith,  as  worketh  by  Love ;  Faith 
including  good  Works,  or  in  conjiinBion  with 
them.     When  St.  Paul  likewife  teacheth 
"Jujlif  cation  by  Faith  only,  and  not  by  Works ; 
'tis  manifeft  that  he   means  the  Works  of 
the  Mofaic  Law,  and  not  the  Works  of 
7noral  Duties,  or  virtuous  ASlions.     "  The^j^   . 
"  Works  of  the  Law  are  indeed  fometimes  Lea. ' 
"  named  only   Works.     But   the   whole  P- *  ^4* 
"  Tenor   of  the  Epijlle,  (to  the  Romans) 
' '  and  the  Context,  always  fliews  thofe  PForks 
"  to   be  the   Works  of  the  Mofaic  Law, 
*'  Nay,  thofe  Works  2XQnot  only dijTinguiJh- 
"  edfrom  the  Evangelical,  which  are  called 
"  Good  Works  i  but  they  are  expreflly  op- 
"  pofed  to   them,  as  Wrong  to  Right : — • 
"  as  particularly,  Ephef  ii.   9,  10.  Not  of 
"  Works,  [thefe  are  the  Works  of  the  LawJ 
"  lejl  any  Man  fiould  boafi.     For  we  are 
*'  created  in  Chrifl:  Jefus  unto  Good  Works, 
"  —[Thefe  are  the  Works  of  the  Gofpel^ 
I  have   this  from  Dr.  Heylin  \  who  adds, 
"  I  have  judged  it  necefFary  to  take  Notice 
"  of  an    Error,    which    has    been    mif- 
*'  chievoufly  fpread,  and  incautioully  ad- 
"  mitted,  that  the  Works  of  the  Law,  and 
"  good  Works,  are  the  fame." — 

X  What 
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What  is  otherwife  Matter  of  Contro- 
verfy,  fecms  to  me  either  ivrangli?ig  about 
Wof^iis,  or  paving  the  Way  to  dangerous 
Dehif.ous.  In  the  mean  Time,  'tis  fome- 
thing  flrange  (if  among  Methodijis  and 
Papijls  any  thing  can  he  Jlrange)  that  after 
fo  many  and  unanfwerable  Writings  of  our 
Dhines  againft  the  Merit  of  good  Works, 
we  fliould  be  charged  with  fetting  too  high 
a  Value  upon  them  j  and  that  the  Me- 
thodijis,  who,  in  Agreement  with  Papijls, 
talk  of  arriving  at  PerfeBion,  and  an  un- 
Jinning  State,  ftiould  fo  undervalue  and 
difparage  them  :  —  unlefs  they  mean  a 
PerfeBion  defiitiite  of  good  Works. 

We  might  produce  various  Injlances  of 
Pnthufmjls  among  Papijls,  &c.  fuch  as 
thofe  Mendicant  Fryers  the  Fratricelli,  the 
Alumbradd s  or  lllwninati  oj  Spain  3  who 
were  ftiff  Maintainers  of  PerfeBion  ;  in 
which  Situation  they  were  above  Ordinances 
of  Church  or  State,  above  the  Exercife  of 
moral  Virtues :  looked  on  natural  Inclina- 
tions as  indifferent  Things ;  and  fo  deemed 
unclean  Mixtures  as  no  Sins.  'Tis  to  be 
hoped  not  many  of  our  Methodifls  will  be 
carried  to  thefe  Lengths.  But  they  may 
be  put  in  Mind  of  Bifhop  Stillingfeet's 
Works,  Words ;  "  'Tis  an  cafy  Way  of  Salvation, 
v  %l's7' "  ^^  "^  more  were  required  to  Men's  Hap- 
"  pinefs  but  a  Fa?icy  and  Jlrong  Opinion, 
"  which  they  will  eafily  call  Believijig.-^ 

"  Such 
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"  Such  as  make  jio  other  Condition  of  the 

"  Gofpel  hut  Believing^    and  will    icarce 

"  allow  that  to  be  called  a  Condition^  ought 

"  to  have  a  great  Care  to  keep  their  Hearts 

"  founder  than  their  Heads  :  for  their  only 

"  Security  will   lie  in  this,  that  they  are 

*'  goody  though   they  fee   no   Nea^ity  of 

*'  beiug  fo.     And  fuch   of  all   others,  I 

"  grant,  have  Reafon  to  acknowledge  the 

"  Irrefijlable    Pc%ver    of    Dii'ine    Gracey 

*'  which  enables   them  to   obey  the  Will 

"  of  God  againfl  the  Dictates  of  their  own 

*^  jfudgtnetits"     There  may  be  Reafon  for 

fonie   fuch   Caution  j  when,    befides   the 

Peculiarities  m  the  Methodifts  Notion  of 

Faithy  they  talk   with   fuch  Coiitempt  of 

*'  your  Workers,  and  good  Livers;"  while 

they  have  good  Hopes  of  Perfons  of  a  pro- 

fefedly  wicked  and  debauched  Life.     They 

have  told  us,  "  how  apt  the  Devil  is  to 

drive    Men    into   Extremes  j"  they  know 

from  Nature  and  Experience  that  one  Ex^ 

treme  begets  another ;    and   thence   infer, 

that,  one  Time  or  other,  immoderate  Vi^ 

cioifnefs  will  rebound  into  their  Entlmfiaftic 

Madnefs. 

To  proceed.  Without  infifting,  as  an 
Encouragement  to  Sin,  on  Mr.  Wefeys 
Defcription  of  "  the  State  of  thofe  who4journ. 
have  Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  but  ?wt  a  clean^-  35'  o^^- 
Hearty  even  a  Heart  defperately  wicked -y — • 
yet  need  not  doubty  or  fear  :"  —  Let  me 
X  2  infert 
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infer t  here  a  pretty  remarkable  Paflage  of 
his  J  which,  though  perhaps  not  any  Ob- 
Jtrudiion  to  Methodifm^  is  evidently  fo  to 
"Religion^  and  a  good  Life:  "  I  heard  a 
J'^^g''"'  *'  Sermon,  wherein  it  was  ajTerted,  that 
"  our  Repentance  was  not  Sincere,  but 
"  Feigned  and  Hypocritical,  i/?,  If  we  re- 
"  lapfed  into  Sin  foon  after  repenting  : 
"  Efpecially  if,  ^dly^  we  did  not  aijoid  all 
"  Occaftons  oi'^m.',  or  if,  T^dly,  wt  rclapfed 
"  frequently ;  and  mofb  of  all,  if,  /^thly,  our 
"  Hearts  were  hardened  thereby."  One 
would  think  this  no  bad  Divinity  :  but 
it  feems  not  a  Word  of  it  is  true.  For  he 
adds,  "  O  what  a  Hypocrite  have  I  been 
*'  (if  this  be  fo)  for  near  ^wice  Ten  Tears  ! 
"  but  I  know  it  is  not  fo."  He  is  at 
Liberty  to  fpeak  for  himfelf;  but,  I  appre- 
hend, has  no  Authority  to  include  eve7y 
one -J  notwithftanding  his  Pofitivenefs.  "  I 
*^  know  every  one  under  the  Law  is  even  as 
"  I  was.  Every  one  when  he  begins  to 
"  fee  his  fallen  State,  and  to  feel  the 
"  Wrath  of  God  abiding  on  him,  relapfes 
*'  into  the  Sin  that  moft  eafily  befets  him, 
"  foon  after  repenting  of  it.  Sometimes 
"  he  avoids,  and  at  n7a?2y  other  Times 
*'  cannot  perfwade  himfelf  to  avoid  the 
"  Occafons  of  it.  Hence  his  Relapfes  are 
*'  frequent^  and  of  Confequcnce  his  Heart 
"  is  hardened  more  and  more.  And  yet 
"  all  this  Time  he  is  Sincerely  flriving 

againfl 
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''  againfl:  Sin. Nor  can  he,  with  all  his 

*'  Sincerify^  avoid  any  one  of  thefe  four 
*'  Marks  of  Hypocrify ;  'till  being  Jttfti' 
"  Jitid  by  Faith,  Sec." 

Strange  Account  of  the  Progrefs  into 
Method f/hy  and  its  peculiar  Notions  of 
Faith,  &c  !  —  Strange  Agreement  and  Cgji^ 
Jijiency  o^  Sincerity  with  relapfingy^^ij;?,  re- 
la  pfingy>r^z^f;?/^',  not  avoiding  the  Occa- 
Jions  of  Sin,  and  with  hardeniiig  the  Heart 
more  and  more  :  all  without  any  Danger  of 
Hypocrify  !  Near  Tivice  Ten  Tears !  (and 
God  knows  many  more  our  Cafuifl  may 
grant)  zfair  AlkiJcancc  for  continuing  in 
this  Sincere,  hardened  State  !  All  necefary 
and  unavoidable  !  Thole  Gentle  Confefors 
the'Jefuits  could  fcarce  have  granted  Sal- 
vation upon  eafier  Terms.  Have  no  Doubt 
or  Fear,  ye  Methcdifs,  though  for  fuch  a 
Length  of  Years  ye  have  an  evil  and  unclean 
Heart.  Remember  your  Teachers  Words, 
"  Was  there  ever  fo  plea/ing  a  Scheme  f" 
Pleafmg  indeed,  thus  to  be  going  into  Per- 
feBion,  thus  to  be  Ajfured  of  Salvation  I 

Hear  again  a  more  paj'ticular  Inftance, 
with  Refped:  to  the  Holy  Communion.  *'  No  ^]oMm. 
previous  Preparation,  fays  Mv.JVifley,  ;7oP-46>47- 
Fitnefs  is  required  at  th&'Time  of  Coinmiini- 
cating,  but  a  Senfe  of  our  State,  of  our 
utter  Sinfulnefs  and  Helplefnefs  :  Every 
one  who  knows  he  is  fit  for  Hell,  being 
juft    fit    to    come    to  Chrift,    in  this  and 

all 
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all  other  Ways  of  his  Appointment." 
What  a  ^leafwg,  and  yet  how  Incompara- 
ble a  Comment  is  this  upon  St.  Paid'^  Di- 
rection for  a  Man  to  examine  himfelfm  or- 
der to  receive  ^ivorthily  :  and  not  to  receive 
unworthily^  which  is  eating  and  drinking 
I)amnation  to  himjclfl  But  hold  :  let  us 
hear  Mr.  Wejleys  Reajon  cgainji  any  Pre- 
paration  :  "  Becaufe  we  come  to  his  Ta- 
"  ble,  not  to  give  him  any  Thing,  but  to 
**  receive  whatever  he  pleafes  to  give." 
A  moft  excellent  Jlliijiration  by  this  flriB 
Churchman  of  the  Words  in  our  Coirifnuriion- 
Service,  "  Here  we  ojjer  and  prefent  u?2to 
*'  Theey  O  Lord,  ourfelves,  our  Souls  and 
*'  Bodies,  to  be  a  reafonable,  Lclyj  and 
"  lively  Sacrifice  unto  Thee  I  " 

Surely  this  may  juftly  be  compared  with 
that  Popijh  Docirine^  that  the  Efficacy  rf 
the  Sacrament  is  produced,  as  it  were,  1:  v  a 
Charm^  ex  opere  operato,  i.  e.  from  the 
mere  doing  of  the  Work^  without  any  Re- 
gard to  the  Fitnefs  of  the  Receiver.  It 
perfedly  accords  with  that  of  their  bold 
Vol.  IV.  Champion  Gregory  de  Valentia,  who  aflirms, 
^"  '^^'''  that  "  Contrition  (a  Sorrow  for  Sin  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Love  of  God)  is  not 
neceffary  towards  receiving  the  Benefit  of 
the  Sacraments  :  but  rather  hinders  it ;  and 

that  it  would  be  abfurd  to  require  it." 

DeP^nit.And  that  of  Morinus,  "  That  the  Excel- 
cap.  4.  l^^ce  and  Prerogative  of  the  Evangelical 
no.  26.  2  Sacraments 
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Sacraments  above  the  Legal  fhlnes  out  prin- 
cipally in  this,  that  the  Evangelical  have 
delivered  us  from  the  mo/i  grievous  Toke 
of  Contrition  and  the  Love  of  God''  Oh  ! 
How  good  a  Thing  is  the  Concord  of  Bre- 
thren ? 

Again.    Mr.  Wejley  has  taught  us,  that 
Infirmities  are  no  Sins.    An  AfTertion  fome- 
thing  ftrange  from  one  w^ho  hath  fo  Wrong- 
ly affirmed,  "  that  our  whole  Heart  is  alto-  i  Joum. 
gether  corrupt  and  abominable,  and  confe-^^S  6g. 
quently  our  whole  Life :  —  all  our  Works ^  3  Joum. 
the  moft  fpecious  of  them,  our  Righteouf-^' '°'  ^o- 
nefs,  our  Prayers,    needing  an  Atonement 
themfelves  : — all  our  Works  and  Tempers  2  Joum. 
evil  continually — "    But  my  Objedlion  to^^^"  ^3- 
it  is,  that  'tis  a  Loop-hole  to  creep  out  of 
every  Moral  and  Religious  Obligation.    By 
Means  of  this  Doftrine  Mr.  Whitefield  ca- 
ll ly  got  rid  of  his  Word  and  Promife ; 
"  He  faid.    That  Promife    was    only    an^^^^Y- 
Effea  of  human  Weaknefs -,    and  he  was^/°7; 
now  of  another  Mind:'  ** 

The  fame  Excufe  will  ferve  on  all  Oc- 
cafions ;  efpecially  in  Sins  which  more 
eafily  befet  this  SeB,  not  very  remarkable 
for  the  Gift  of  Chajlity.  Their  Famous 
Methodift-T'eacher  at  Salijbury  (whom  I 
mentioned  before,  Parti.  Page  71.)  was 
indeed  above  making  this  paltjy  Excufe ; 
above  the  fneaking  Submifjion  of  Remorfe 
and  Repentance^  for  his  Adulteries.     Being 

deteSfedy 
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detested,  he  preached publickly  in  Defence  of 
FhiraVry  cf  IVcmen,  under  the  Name  of 
Wi'-oes.  And  inftead  of  taking  Sha7ne  to 
himfelf,  hath  in  a  Shamckfs  Manner  Pr/;?^- 
ed  and  Fiiblijhed  his  Infamous  Jiijiif  cation 
of  Bigamy:  Which  Treatife  (fuch  is  his 
Mode  fly)  he  difperfeth  about,  to  my  cer- 
tain Knowledge,  with  his  own  Hand. — 
A  Treatife,  not  putting  in  any  Decent  Flea 
for  the  Lawfulnefs  of  having  a  Multiplicity 
of  Women ;  but  audacioufly  Condemning 
the  Defenders  of  the  Matrimonial  Contra6i 
het-.veen  one  and  one,  as  *'  weak  and  wicked 
Men,  Traytors  to  God,  guilty  of  egregious 
Folly  and  Falfliood, — of  a  Religious  Mad- 
nefs, — the  moji  horrible  Dehifon  that  the 
Devil  and  his  'Emiffaries  can  propagated 

At  this  Rate,  if  this  New  Brenjiary  fe- 
cundiim  iifim  Sarum  fhould  get  Ground, 
the  Methodift  -  Teachers  may  foon  be  as 
generally  Sca?idalous,  as  they  have  wifiedy 
and  prayed.  We  fliall  hence  conceive  no 
very  favourable  Opinion  of  their  Lo've- 
Feajls,  and  NoBunial  Meetings  :  We  fliall 
be  convinced  what  Sort  of  Men  are  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  u^eak  Side  of 
human  Nature,  in  more  Senfes  than  one : 
And  all  of  us  fhould  attend  to  "  Chrijl's 
FrediBion  and  Warnijig  concerning  the 
Falfe  Frophets,  who  (if  poffible)  fliould 
M.itt.       deceive  the  very  E/ft7.     PFherefore,  if  they 

2- -26    f^-y  ^^''^^^  y^^^'  behold  he  is  in  the  Defert,  go 
""'       "      '  '  not 
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not  firth :  behold  he  is  in  the  Secret  Cham- 
bers ;  believe  it  not^ 

Many  Authors  have  (hewn  a  natural 
Connection  between  Enthufiafm  and  Im- 
purity. And  'tis  cbfervable  in  Fa6i^  that 
a  Multiplicity  of  iVives^  and  promifcuous 
Ufe  of  Won^iCn,  has  been  the  Favourite 
T^enet  of  moft  Fanatical  SeBs  :  —  The  Nico* 
laitansy  Gnojlics,  Montanifts,  Valentinians^ 
&c.  Some  of  whom  have  maintained  it 
not  merely  as  Laivful^  but  as  neceJJ'ary  to 
Perfi5lion  :  —  It  was  the  grand  Allurement 
to  embrace  Mahomet  if m  :  —  Was  the  pro- 
felTed  Dodrine  of  modern  Enthufmjls  j  as 
'John  of  Ley  den  y  David  George^  &c.  who  pj^.  More, 
warmly  taught  that  no  Man  was  confined  to  Enthuf. 
me  ■  Woman ;  but  that  Procreation  was  a  "^^'  ^"^ 
free  Thing,  in  common  to  all  that  are  horn 
again,  or  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of  David 
George  :  —  Was  zcaloufly  inculcated  and 
defended  in  Print ,  as  well  as  exemplified 
in  PraBice,  by  Mr.  Lacy,  fo  famous 
among  the  French  Prophets  j  whofe  Mantle 
has  been  taken  up  by  W^-.  H—.  And  all 
of  them  were  fond  of  employing  the  Sex 
as  their  Etniffaries,  to  prepare  the  Minds 
of  their  Acquaintance  for  Conver/ion. 

How  the  Cafe  ftands  in  FaB,  as  to  the 
Number  of  Converts  among  the  Methodifls, 
and  real  Reformation  of  Life  to  the  certain 
and  known  Duties  of  the  Gofpel,  is  Matter 
of  difficult  Determination.  But,  from 
Y  what 
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what  Enquiry  I  can  make,  there  is  nq 
Reafon  to  think  them  better,  for  the 
Generality,  than  their  Neighbours.  Super- 
ftitious  Zeal  for  Trifles^  unfcriptural  Pecu- 
liarities^ high  Flights  in  Words^  and  Boaft- 
ings  of  Perfe5fion  as  promifed  to  all^  and 
the  like  ;  —  of  thefe  there  is  no  Want.  But 
when  we  confider  their  black  Art  of  Ca- 
lumny^ and  various  Kinds  of  Uncharitable' 
nefs  in  a  high  Degree  ;  their  exceffive 
Pride  and  Vanity  ;  their  ScepticifmSy  Doubts 
end  Dijbeliefs  oj  God  and  Chrijl ;  their 
dijorderly  Pradices,  and  Contempt  of  Au- 
thority-y  their  DivifionSy  Confufions,  bitter 
Envyings  and  inveterate  Broils  among 
themfelves  •  Coolnefsy  at  leaft,  for  good 
Works,  and  uncommon  Warmth  for  fome 
very  bady  &c. — Of  thefe  likewife  there  is 
no  Want. 

If  we  take  Mr.  Wcjlef%  own  Account, 
it   falls  very  fhort  of  any  Confider  able  Re 
Farther    formation.     He  owns  "  among  them  Sin- 
Appeal,     <«  ners    of    every    Kind ;    and    the  great 
\ll^'      "  Stumbling-block  by  them  that  fay  and  do 
"  not.     Such  1  take  for  granted,  fays  he, 
*■  will  be  among  us,  altho'  we  purge  them 

*  out  as  faft  as  we  can ;  Perfons  that  talk 

*  much  of  Religion,  that  commend  the 
*'  Preachers,  perhaps  are  diligent  in  hearing 
«■  them  }  read  all  \}i\€v:  Books y  and  fing  their 

*  Hymns ;  and  yet  no  Change  is  wrought  in 
*'  their  Hearts.     Were  they  of  old  Time  as 

"  Lion  I 
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''  Lions  in  their  Houfes?  They  are  the 
*'  fame  ftill. —  Slothful,  intemperate,  trick- 
*'  ing  or  diOioneft,  over-reaching  or  op- 
"  prelTive  ?  The  Ethiopian  hath  not  changed 
*'  his  Skin.  Were  they  (in  high  Life) 
"  delicate,  felf-indulgent,  fond  of  Tnfles 
*'  or  their  own  dear  Perfons  ?  The  Leopard 
"  hath  not  changed  her  Spots. — Others,  in 
"  whom  there  was  a  real  Change.  But  it 
*'  was  only  for  a  Sea/on.  They  are  now 
"  turned  back,  and  are  tow/old  more  the 
"  Children  of  Hell  than  before." 

Whence  we  may  infer,  that  our  New 
Reformers  have  made  but  a  flow  and  flight 
Progrefs  in  the  real  Reformation  of  Man- 
ners. We  read  that  "  the  Devil  finding  a 
certain  Jefuit  to  have  an  Intimate  Com-  Franc. 
muni  cat  ion  with  God^  endeavoured  to  cool^^^^h 
his  Zeal  by  throwing  a  Bucket  of  Water 
upon  his  Head  through  the  Roof  of  the 
Houfe."  But  whatever  Occafion  Some  of 
our  Methodifls  Ardors  a?id  Peculiarities 
may  have  for  Water ^  the  Devil^  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  will  not  be  fond  of  bringing  his 
Bucket  J  and  their  Zeal  for  good  Works 
having  no  Need  of  a  Cooler^  he  may  fave 
himfelf  the  Trouble.  'Tis  well,  upon  the 
whole,  if  they  are  not  rather  Hinderers 
than  Promoters  of  Alorality  and  Virtue. 

Their    Friend  Madam   Bourignon^    who 

was  engaged  in   fuch  another  ProjeSi,  not 

only  confefTeth  her  frequent   Relapfes   into 

Y  ^  Sin  5 
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Sin;  but  the   little  Good,    or   rather   much 

Solid        Harm,  all  her  Inftrudlions  had  done :  ''  I 

Virtue,     cc  exercifed    myfelf    about    nine    Tears   in 

^2-^^'     '*  teaching   the  Ignorant,  without  profiting 

"  any  Thing   in     the    Salvation    of  their 

«  Souls.     On  the  Contrary,  I  had  the  Dif- 

"  fatisfadtion  to   hear  fome  of   them   fay, 

«  to  whom    I    had   {hewn    the  Chrifiian 

"  DoBrine  and  Virtues,  That  they  could 

"  now   do  greater  Evils,    than  they  could 

"  do  before ;  becaufe  ?2ow  they  could  cover 

"  their  Wickedneffes  with  feigjjed  Virtues  j 

*'  which  they    could  not  do  before   they 

''  learned  to  talk  of  Virtue." 

§.  21.  There  is  however  Reafon  to 
believe  that  the  good  Work  of  Popery  is 
,  carrying  on,  from  fome  of  their  'Tenets  and 
PraBices;  over  and  above  their  Stringifjg 
one  Extravagance  upon  another,  in  Con- 
formity with  the  Papal  Fanatics  ;  which 
hath  been  evidently  {hewn  through  the 
whole  Comparifon, 

To  this  Purpofe  it  might  be  remarked 
(what  is  manifelily  true)  that  in  their 
feveral  ^nfwers  and  Defences,  a  Strain  of 
Jefuitical  Sophi{lry,  Artifice  and  Craft, 
Evafion,  Refer ve.  Equivocation,  and  Pre- 
varication, is  of  conftant  \](q.  But  to  wave 
3  journ.  this  j— • "  When  a  Methodift  was  receiving 
P»^.  i7-the  Sacrament,  God  was  pleafed,  (fays 
Mr.   mfiey)    to    let  him    See   a  Crucified 

Saviour 'y 


(  '65  ) 
ISavwur  j  he  faw  the   Fountain  opened   in 
his  Si^e."  —  "  How  often  (fays  Mr.  ff'biie-  Further 
feld )  at    the    Early  Sacraments    have   we  i^*^;^ii"g» 
Jeeri  J  ejus   Chriji  Crucified^    and    evidently  ^"  ^^' 
fet  forth  before   us  ?  "  Upon  this  I  afked, 
"    Whether  thi,  did    not    encourage    the 
Notion  of  a  real  Corporal  Prefence  in  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs ;  and  was  not  as  good 
an  Argument  for  ^ratifubjlantiation,  as  the 
{^stx2\  flejlily  Appearances  produced   by  the 
Fapijts .? "    To    which    I    now   add,    that 
Mr.  Whltefield    mentions    only    particidar 
limes  and  Places^  when    "  the  Sacraments  ibid. 
were   thus     exceeding    aivful.     It    was    at 
Cripplcgate,    St.   Anne's,    and   Fofler-Lane^ 
and  early,    when    they   fa^io    Jejus  Chrijt 
Crucified,  evidently''     VVhich  implieth,  that 
they  had   not    the  Favour  of  this  evident 
Corporal  Sight   of    Chri/l    at  other    Times, 
and   Places  J    though   they   mud    have   re- 
ceived the    Sacrament  frequently  at    many 
Places  befides. 

And     this    perfectly     tallies     with     the 
Papijls'j  who   had    not  alicays  a   View  of 
the    Corporal   Prefence  in   the  Mafs ;    but 
only  at  Some  Places,  as  a  particular  Fa^iour, 
on  fpecial   Occafions ;    as    to     confirm  the 
Doubtful,    convert   the    I  nbelieving,    &c. 
Thus  St.  Terefa  fays,  that  in  a  "  particular  Uu-, 
Monajiery,  the  building   wh.ereof  (he  had  ^^^- ^J- 
negociated  with   God,  —  among   other    Fa-'^"^'^' 
VQurs  to  herfelf  and  Society,  was  the  per- 
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ceiving  the  Perfon  of  Jefus  Chrijl  in  the 
Sacrament^  fo  as  to  perceive  vijibly  his 
Corporal  Prefence ;  io  generally  and  or- 
dinarily, that  we  found  the  Bieffed  Sacra- 
ment never  had  wrought  luch  an  Effect 
upon  us  in  any  Place ^  as  here.'' 

We  may  fee  in  Mr.  V/eJleys  Writings^ 
that  he  was  once  a  Jlridl  Churchman^  has 
gradually  relaxed,  put  on  a  more  Catkolic 
Spirit,  tending  at  length  to  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, People  of  e^'cery  Conimiinion  are 
among  his  Difciples ;  and  he  lomewheie 
reje<5ts  with  Indignation  any  Defign  to 
convert  others  from  any  Commimion :  and 
confequently  not  from  Popery.  On  the 
Contrary,  we  find  no  fmail  Tendeticy  to  it. 
For  Inftance,  By  Praying  for  the  Dead.  — . 
In  his  Prayers  for  every  Day  in  the  Week, 
we  have  thefe  Words,  "  Laflly,  I  com- 
**  mend  to  thy  Mercy  the  Souls  of  all  that 
"  departed  this  Life  in  thy  true  Faith 
*'  and  Fear."  This  Doarine,  'tis  true, 
is  of  pretty  early  Antiquity  :  (I  think  Ter- 
tullian,  a  Montanijl,  is  the  firll  that  men- 
tions it :)  but  it  was  not  made  an  Article 
of  Faith  till  the  i7ew  Papijiical  Creed  was 
invented.  And  Mr.  Wefey,  (  who  tells 
Plain  us  that  "  fomc  Fopperies  of  the  Roman 
^  ccoun  ,  Qj^^^jj  ^£j.g  jj^  ^Qj^jg  Meafure  countenanced 
by  Antiquity  "  )  (lio  uld  have  never  counte- 
nanced a  Dodtrine  wliich  is  the  Foundation 
of  Purgatory  ;   which  has  introduced  liiola- 

try. 
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/ry,  and  from  praying /or  the  Dead  brought 
Bigcts  to  pray  to  them.  He  fliould  not 
propagate  one  of  the  Faiiourite  Mancheficr- 
Do5lrines  of  Mr.  Deacon,  leading  Men 
fertainh  into  Jacobitifm,  and  probably  into 
Fopery.  He  fhould  not  teach  People  a 
Dodrine,  which  has  no  Manner  of  Founda- 
tion in  IJoly  Scripture '^  void  of  Precept 
and  Example  from  the  Oracles  of  God, 
t-fpecially  as  he  is  fo  ready  to  appeal,  at 
other  Times,  "  to  the  Law^  and  to  the 
^efiimcny  :  "—and  has  declared  again  and 
again,  that  the  Word  of  God  is  his  owA'Anfwerto 
Rule:  Church. 

p.  38. 

«*  Not  even  a  Word  or  Look 

*'  Do  1  approve  or  own, 
*'  But  by  the  Model  of  thy  Book, 

'5  Thy  Sacred  Book  alone." 

By  Pri'vate   Confefion.  —  *'  'Tis  one  of^  Journ. 
their    Fundamental    Rules    in    their  Bands,^-''^'^^' 
that   every   one    fpeak  as   freely,    plainly, 
and    concifely   as  he    can,    the  real  State 
of  bis  Hearty  with   his  feveral  Temptations 

and  Deliverances-, ufing    no    Kind  of 

Referve  : with    the   Faults   they  have 

committed  in  Thought,  Word,  and  Deed, 

and  the  Temptations  they  have  felt :  ■ 

to   anfwer   to  as  many  fearchijig  %f^y?/(?^j  Plain  Acc. 
as  may  be."     And  what  a  Scene  is  hereby^-  '''-  '^• 
difclofed?    What    a    filthy  Jakes  opened; 
8  when 
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when  the  mofi  [carching  ^icjliom  are  afked, 
,and  anfwered,  without  Rc/erve  ?  Such  in- 
deed, as  Lave  made  Popij7j  Cotrfeffors,  the 
Jefuits  elpeci^illy,  jcandaloiis  through  the 
World,  —  bi't  at  the  fame  Time /'o^£;^r/z^/, 
and  getting  it  under  their  Girdle  by  a 
Knowledge  of  ail  the  Secrets  of  ^he  Heart. 
Pkin  Ace.  Mr.  Wejiey  to  this  will  reply,  "  That  the 
p.  I?.  ««  only  Fopijld  Confeffion  is,  the  Confejjion 
"  made  by  a  fmgle  Perfcn  to  a  Prieji  :  - — 
^«  whereas  that  we  practice  is,  the  Con- 
♦'  feffion  of  feveral  Perfons  conjoindy,  ?20t 
*'  to  a  Pric/i,  but  to  each  other."  And 
will  Mr.  Wefiey  abide  by  this,  and  freely 
anfwer  a  ^efiion  j  in  Anfwer  to  what  has 
been  affirmed  in  Print  1  "  Afcer  private 
Confefilons  taken  in  their  Clajj'es^  or  Bands ; 
are  not  Reports  made  to  Mr.  IVcJley  f  Are 
no  Deliquents,  Male  and  Female,  brought 
before  him  feparately-,  and  confeffed  by  him  f  " 
And  again,  doth  not  fomething  of  this 
Nature  appear  by  his  own  Words  elfe- 
Fr.rthcr  where  ?  "  Here  are  Seven  Thotifand  Per- 
fons (perhaps  fomewhat  more)  of  whom 
I  take  Care,  watching  over  their  Souls, 
as  he  that  muft  give  Account.  In 
order  hereto  it  lies  upon  me  (fo  1  judge) 
at  the  Peril  of  my  own  Salvation,  to 
know  not  only  their  Names,  but  their 
Outward  and  Inward  States,  their  Diffi- 
culties and  Da7igers,  Otherv/ife  how 
can    1    know    how    to    guide   them   a- 

"  right? 


Appeal 
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"  right?  {ifr."    What  wicked  Ufes   have 
been  made  of  this  Engine  by  Popip  Guides^ 
made  necefTary  under  Pain  of  Damnation^  I 
need  not  fay :  and  fliall  only  tranfcribc  an 
Account  from  Matthew  Paris,  concerning  P-  693- 
the   Fraiicifcans,  or    Fryers   Minors,    ^^^  i- 40. 
Iti?iera?2t  Spiritual  Guides  of  thofe  Days. 
"  They  procured   from  His  HoJinefs  the 
"  Pope  the  Privilege  oi  Preachings  hearing 
"  Co?ifeJJions,  and  enjoining   Penajices,  in 
"  Engla?id 'y  to   the  great  Injury  of  the 
"  Parochial  Miiiifiers :  —  Perfons  w^orthy 
"  of  this   new  Privilege,  as  being  raijed 
*'  zip  hy  the  Lord,  and  not  fee  king  their  own, 
"  but  the  Things  of  Jefus   Chrifl.     The 
"  Itinerants,  flufhed  and  exalted  hereby, 
"  demanded  to  Preach  and  Confefs  every- 
"  where,  without  Contradiction  j  and  to 
"  be   received   as  Angels  of  God :    They 
"  faucily  and  impudently  proclaimed   the 
*'  Eflablified  Clergy  to  be  blind  Leaders 
"  of  the   Blind ;  and  fay  to  the  People, 
"  Come  to  us,  who  are  able  to  diftinguifli 
*•  Leprofy  from  Leprofy  ;  to  whom  arduous 
"  Difficulties,  2.n.diXhQ  Secrets  of  God  h.2.vQ 
**  been  revealed.     Hence  Men  and  IFopnen 
"  loft  all    due  Refped:  for  their  Proper 
"  Pajiors;    and   going   to    one    of  thcfe 
"  Rambling  Fryers,  whom  perhaps  they 
"  might  never  fee  more,  confefled  ail   to 
"  them  without  Shame  or  Blufliing.     By 
*'  thefe  Means  Sin  more  copioufly  abound- 
Z  "  cdi 
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"  ed ;  and  the  Ifmerants^pt^  exceffively 
"  Imperious  and  Infole?it'' 

Another  Teitdency  to  Popery  appears,  by 
the   Notion  of  a  Single  Drop  of  Chriji's 
Blood  being  a   Sufficient  Atonetnent  for  the 
Sins  of  the  whole  World.     For   however 
pious  this  may  feem  j  'tis  abfolutely  Falfe, 
and  Papifiical     Falfe  y    and   betraying  a 
Fundamental  Ignorayice  of  our  Redemption : 
becaufe  it  was  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Death 
of    Chrifi   that   procured   our   Remiffion 
and  Atonement.     And  Papifiical-,  being 
broached   by   a   Pope,  and   for  a  wicked 
Purpofe.     Mr.  Wefiey  tells  of  a  Methodifi, 
3  journ.  who  ''  kncw,  and  wii^sfure,  that  if  he  had 
p.  17-      all  the  Sins  of  the  World  laid  upon  him, 
o?2e  Drop  of  Chrifi s  Blood  was  fufficient  to 
atone  for  all."     Which  DoSlrine   comes 
from  Pope  Clement  VI.  in  order  to  fill  his 
Magazine  of  Pardons  and  Indulgcncies.  We 
have  the  whole  in  the  Papal  Canon  Law, 
Extrav.  Com,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  2.  Unigenitus. 
"  The   Son  of  God,  though  a  moderate 
"  Drop  of  his  Blood  would  have  fufficed 
"  for  the   Redemption  of  all   Mankind, 
"  yet  filed  the  whole.     That  therefore  the 
*'  Remainder  of  his  Blood  [all  above  that 
"  Drop"]  might  not  be  unprofitable,  vain 
"  and  fuperfluous,  it  was  left  as  a  Treafure 
"  to  the  Church. — Which  Treafure  Chrifi 
"  did  not  hide  in  a  Napkin,  or  in  a  Field ; 
"  but  committed  it  to  St.  Peter  the  Key- 

"  keeper 
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"  keeper  of  Heaven^  and  to  his  Succeffors 
"  ChriJ}'s  Vicars  on  Earth,  to  be  difpofed 
"  of  for  the  Remijfion  of  Sins.  To  which 
"  Heap  of  Treafiire  the  Merits  of  the 
"  Bleffed  Mother  of  God,  and  of  all  the 
*'  Eledl,  from  the  firfl  Jujl  Man  to  the 
"  lafl,  are  known  to  make  a  confiderable 
"  Addition"  You  fee  upon  what  Founda- 
tion ai-e  builded  the  Popifh  Dofirine  of 
Merit,  and  Market  of  Indulgencies. 

Of  a  like  Tendency  is  Mr.  Wefeys  con- 
temptuous Treatment  of  Right  Opinions ; 
or  Orthodoxy  ;  which  imports  a  right  and 
found  Judgment  in  Matters  of  Dodrine 
and  Belief  in  the  Gofpel'Inftitiition.  He 
expreflly  fays,  "  'Tis  a  Point  we  chiefyphinAcc. 
"  infift  upon,  that  Orthodoxy,  or  Right  V- A- 
"  Opijiions,  is,  at  befl,  but  a  very  fender 
"  P^r/  of  Religion,  if  any  Part  of  it 
"  at  all."  The  plain  Confequence  where- 
of is,  that  teaching  and  believing  the  Fun- 
damental Errors  of  Popery,  as  Tranjub- 
ftantiation,  Worjldip  of  Saints  and  Images, 
with  the  whole  Train  of  their  Abominations 
and  Idolatries, — are  of  very  little  Moment , 
if  of  any.  And  he  fpeaks  st^:^  favourably 
of  thefe  Points,  by  telling  us,  "  that  in  3  Joum. 
Comparifon  of  preaching  Juftif cation  by^-  '^^' 
Faith  and  Works,  all  the  Errors  of  Popery, 
Tranfubftantiation,  and  a  hundred  more, 
are  Trifes  light  as  Air."  Such  a  flrange 
Extetiuation  of  the  mod  Antichriftian 
Z   2  Sorceries^ 
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Sorceries  J  reducing  them  almoft  to  a  7?iere 
Nothings  we  find  to  be  the  EffeB  of  a 
tenacious  Contention  for  Methodifiical 
Fancies. 

Again.  The  MethodiJ}-Do5tri?ie  of  Im- 
preJjio7is  and  AjuranceSy  &c.  holds  equally 
for  Fapal  Enthufiafis  -,  many  of  them,  par- 
ticularly the  He  an:  en-taught  ^erefa,  having 
affirmed  from  the  fame  Force  of  Imagina- 
tiony  *'  that  they  could  not  pojjibly  have  a 
greater  Certitude  of  any  one  Thing  than  of 
the  T'ricth  of  the  Popijh  Religion." 

Their  Sicdde?2  and  Infiantaneoiis  Conver- 

fions  iland  upon   the   fame   Footing  vs^ith 

^.r      rt^Q  Popijh.     '■^  One  Donna  Catharina  being 

Terefa,    intent    on    a   good    Match,    but    cafually 

Vol  ir.    cafling  her  Eyes  on  a  Crucifix,  prefently 

the  Lord  totally  changed  her  :  —  and  fhe 

retired  into  a  fecret  Place  to  pray  j  where 

the  Dez'il  exercifed  her  with  notable  De- 

hfons." 

I  {hall  mention  but  one  more  Thing 
(except  what  properly  belongs  to  my  Third 
and  la/i  Part)  of  a  Methodifiical  Tendency 
to  Popery ;  which  is,  the  Reconimendatio7i 
of  Popijlj  Books.  Many  fuch  have  of  late 
Years  been  Printed  in  England,  for  the 
Ufe  of  Catholics,  and  Con'-oerfion  of  Heretics  : 
which  (as  if  by  Compacf,  or  Sympathy  with 
Methodifm)  are  ftuffed  with  Aridities,  Dc- 
folations,  and  Defertions  ;  Feelings  and  Af- 
furajices 'y  Joys,    Raptures,    Vifions;  Com^ 

munications 
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miinicatiom  with  the  Deity,  Infpiratians, 
Miracles,  &c.  But  I  fliall  confine  myfelf 
to  one  or  two,  recommended  by  Mr. 
JVeJley.  One  is,  The  Life  of  Mr.  de  Rentyi 
of  which  Mr.  Wejley  hath  made  and  Pub- 
hfhed  An  ExfraB,  for  the  Benefit  of  his 
Followers.  I  have  not  feen  his  Extract : 
but  by  perufing  the  Life  itfelf  I  can  eafily 
difcern  the  Reafons  of  its  high  Degree  of 
Favour.  For  Mr.  de  Renty  (a  Frenchman 
of  ^lality)  had  a  ftrong  TinSlure  of  the 
Enthtfiaftic  Spirit.  "  He  hated  a  Coach^Vz-g.  2;. 
and  ufed  to  travel  on  Foot. — In  his  Way 
towards  PerfeBion,  in  the  Morning  he 
takes  Holy-IVater,  goes  to  the  Virgins 
Chapel,  places  before  him  an  hnage  of  the 
Virgin  holding  her  Son,  as  the  Lady  of 
the  Houfe ;  killes  the  Earth  before  her; 
and  prays,  Mojiftra  te  ejje  Matrem,  fiew 
that  you  are  a  Mother  j  devotes  himfelf 
and  Family  to  her  Service  entirely  ;  pays  his  Pag.  26. 
Devoirs  to  St.  yofeph  and  Terefa  :  —  Goes 
forth  whither  God  directs ;  — prays  for  the 
Dead', — leaves  his  Breviary,  and  allFoi-ins-, 
becaufe  they  would  be  a  Hindrance  to  his 
coming  to  God: — has  great  Infidelities, 
and  fees  nothing  but  Vice  and  Sin  in  him  :*' 
— yet  declares,  "  I  bear  in  me  Ordinarily  a 
Ple?iitude  of  the  mofi  Holy  Trinity  :  — ^By  a 
Love  of  God  I  enter  into  a  Heat,  and  into 
a  Fire,  and  even  to  my  Fingers  Ends  feel 
that   all    within    me   fpeaks   for  its   God, 

Again, 
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P-  29-      Again,  I  have  nothing  fenfihle  in  me,  and 

P-  38.  fall  into  my  own  Nothingnefs'' — He  wears 
an  Iron  Girdle  with  a  double  Rank  of 
long  Prickles,  a  Bracelet  of  the  fame,  con- 
tinually on  his  Breaft  a  Crucijixy  fet  with 

p.  (>(>.  fiarp  Nails  entering  his  Flefi,"^^'- 1  fliould, 
fays  he,  have  great  Pleafure,  f  it  were 
permitted  me,  to  go  naked  in  my  Shirt 
through  the  Streets  of  Parisy  to  make 
my(t\i  difejleemedy  and  taken  for  a  Fool.  God 
fometimes  giving  to  Holy  Souls  Thoughts 
and  Defires,  fo  raifed  above  the  common 
Pitch  of  human  Reafon,  as  to  fecm  Ex- 
tra-vagajit :  As  before  in  otir  Founder  St. 
Ignatius.'' 

p.  143.  By  Prayer i  he  cures  Difeafes  the  moft 
defperate  and  extraordinary,  with  unlikely 
Remedies  : —  is  very  diligent  in  Co7iverting 

P.  167.  Proteftants  to  Popery  : — in  Prayer  is  fhewn 
from  God  of  an  Employment  defigned  for 
him  in  the  Indies. 

P- 172.  A  Lady  difcourfing  with  him  about  pro- 
curing Relief  under  great  Pain,  and  find- 
ing no  Comfort  from  him,  immediately 
ihe  throws  herfelf  on  her  Knees ;  and  af- 
ter Prayers,  fhe  no  longer  fees  Mr.  deRenty, 
but  in  him  our  Blejjed  Saviour,  fhining 
with  great  Sple72dor,  and  faying,  "  Do 
nvhat  my  Servant  direSls  thee :"  which 
Words,  at  that  very  Injlant,  had  fuch  an 
EfFedl,  that  her  Pain  vanified,  and  flie 
was  filled  "with  God^  and  Converted. 

He 
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He  could  penetrate  into  \h& Inward Re-^-  »98— ^ 
ceffes  of  the  Confcience,  and  difcover  Peo- 
ple's Secrets  ; eould  fpeak  Words  In- 

fpired  at  that  very  Hour-, -was  Infpired 

with  great  Certitude  what  was  God's  Will. 
God  rejided,  fpake,  and  aBed  in  him. — God^-  218. 
unites  his  Soul  to  himfelf,  admits  him  to 
the   Communion   of  the   Bleffed  Virgin, 
Saints,   and  Angels. — One  Day,  by  the  P- 225, 
lingular  Bounty  of  God,  he  had  a  View  of 
bis  Divine  Majefty,  of  John  Baptiji,  and 
Sijier  Margaret,  clearly  reprefented. — The 
hifant  Jefus  Reveals  to  Sijier  Margaret,  that 
Mr.  de  Rejity  fhould   thence-forward  be 
guided  by  the  Spirit  of  his  Infaiicy,  and 
that  He  was  defending  to  be  his  Light.'—' 
After  the  Conuminion  he  fees,  by  an  fe- P.  230. 
lightening,  our  Saviour  entire,  i.  e.  all  his 
Myfteries  from  his  hicarnation  to  his  State 
oi  Glory.  —  "  The  Divine  Goodnefs  (faith  P.  242. 
he)  worketh  in  me  what  I  am  not  able  to 
cxprefs.     I pojfefs  even  the  Blejfed  Trinity  \ 
and  find  diftindtly  in  myfelf  the  Operations 
of  the  Three  Divine  Perfons. — I  pofefs  the-o.  299. 
Holy  Trinity  with  a  Blenitude  of  Verity  and 
Clearnefs  j  —  'tis  a  7noft  real  Sight  of  the 
Trinity. 

I  was  never  fo  lumpip,  both  in  Body  P-  z^o. 
and  Spirit,  as  upon  the  Fefiival  of  the 
Bleffed  Sacrament :  Prefent  at  Service,  Pro^ 
cejion,  Mafs,  Communion  -,  but  like  a  very 
Beaji,  fenfelefs  (others  too  affeded  with 
7  the 
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the  like  Stupefadlion)  'till  I  prayed  before 

a  Crucifix.^ Was  infiantJy  cured  of  a 

"Rheum  by  going  in  a  ProceJJioji,  with  Men 
and  Women  following  Chrijl  with  lighted 
Torches," 

P.  J 94-  He  mentions  fome  pious  Souls ,  who  re- 
ceive great  Cofifolations^  and  tajle  ravijhing 
Delights  ; —  but  the  Devil  deceives  them 
by  thefe  Gujls.  Though  at  other  Times 
they  fuffer  many  Tcjnpejls  and  Inward  Tu- 

P-  298.  mult s J  Defertionsy  and  Aridities. — Divine 
Love  produceth  the  fame  Effeds  in  the 
Souly  which  Drunkennefs  does  in  the  Body  ^ 
Mirth,  Lofs  of  Reafon,  and  Oblivion  of  all 
Things. — Obfcuritiesy  Deferfions,  &c.  being 
better  than  GuJls  of  Joy  and  Confolations  ; 

P.  309—.  therefore  he  was  dead  and  annihilated  to  all 
Gufts  of  Devotion,  to  2\\fe?ifible  Graces  and 
Confolations,  of  which  our  Lovefck  Souls 
are  fo  greedy. — Very  few,  who  are  not 
Infeded  with  this  Itch. —  Laflly,  he  fays, 

P-  3»4-  *'  Hell  itfelf  fliould  be  my  Paradife,  if  God 
devoted  me  thither." 

Francis  of  Sales,  a  Canonized  Saint,  is 
another  Papift  much  commended  by  Mr. 
Wefey ;  and  "  who,  he  doubts  not,  is  in 
Abrahams  Bofow."  Why  he  is  the  Me- 
thodijls  Bofoni-Frieud  may  eafily  be  feen  by 
looking  into  his  Life,  publifhcd  in  Englijh 
about  twelve  Years  ago.  "  He  put  him- 
felf  under  the  BroteBion  of  the  Blefjed 
Virgin ;    and   was   zealous  in    Converting 

Heretics : 
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Heretics : — was  coming  over  Into  Englandy 
to  make  a  Convert  of  King  James  I.  of 
whom  there  was  great  Hopes  3  but  faga- 
cioLifly  found  out,  it  was  not  God's  Time. — 
He  was  [like  Mr.  Whitefield]  a  great  Ad- 
mirer oiCaJianizas  Spiritual  Combat ;  and 
has  many  Cojribats  with  the  Devil. — Had 
his  Fits  of  Joy  and  'tranquility  5  but  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Darknefsafid  Sadnefs,  a  Drynefs, 
and  even  Diflruf  of  all  Truth  ;  which  he 
imputes  to  Satan,  who  would  perfwade 
him  that  God  had  decreed  his  Da?72?iation. — 
Hence  he  is  feized  with  all  the  Terr orsof  Hell, 
after  being  flufhed  with  the  Hopes  of  en- 
joying God :  —  and  is  caft  into  fuch  a  deep 
Melancholy,  that  nothing  in  Nature  could 
raife  him ; — he  funk  under  the  Load,  had 
the  Jaundice  from  Head  to  Foot, — could 
neither  eat,  drink,  or  fleep,  —  Defpair  in 

his  Look, fliarp  Pai?2s  in  Mind  and 

Body. 

But  the  Blefed  Virgin  gained  his  Re- 
covery :  for,  the  fame  Moment  he  ended 
a  Prayer  to  her,  he  felt  the  Removal  oi  the 
Weight. — But  afterwards  his  Blood  was  fo 
heated,  that  he  fell  into  a  Fever  and  Dyfen- 
tery. 

He  Converted  Seventy -two  Thoufand 
Heretics. — Miraculoifly  cures  a  Madman 
in  a  Moment ;  cures  many  of  the  Tcoth-ach, 
Cbolic,  &c.  in  a  Moment. 

A  a  H« 
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Has  a  Vifio7i  of  an  Oj^dcr,  of  which  he 
was  to  be  the  Foimder  :  — particularly  ad- 
mires the  Order  and  Method  of  the  Jefuits^ 
whofe  Holy  Foimder  omitted  not  the  leaft 
Thing  that  might  nourifh  Piety"  Hence 
probably  Mr.  WeJIey  might  learn  "  what 
good  Order  there  is  even  in  a  Society  of 
Jefuitsr 

Such  are  the  Perfons  and  Lives  recom- 
mended to  the  Methodifts  :    which  help  to 
carry  on   my  Parallel -,  and  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  Service  of  Popery,     Whether 
Mr.  Wefiey  had  inferted  any  of  the  proper 
Do5irines  of  Popery  in  the  former  of  thefe 
Lives,  or  Publified  the  latter^ — I  am  per- 
hdiXy  ignorant.     But   his   Followers  will 
naturally  conclude,  that  fuch   a  Religion 
can't  be  very  bad,  which  nurfeth  up  fuch 
devout  Sai-nts  ;  which  breathes  fuch  a  true 
Spirit  of  Methodifin.     They  will  entertain 
2i  favourable  Opinion ^  if  not  a  high  Efeefn, 
of  a  Communion  (the  fefuitical  Part  of  it 
efpecially)  where  they   find  the  Genuine 
CharaBer,  in  fo  many  Particulars,  of  their 
own  Difpenfation-j  fo  many  Fxtravagant 
Flights  and  Fancies,  fuch  Miracidoiis  Cures 
by  the  Blejfed  Virgin,  and  other  Saints,  fuch 
Affiirances,  Ecjlacies,  Vifions,  Divine  Com- 
munications,  together  with  fuch  Tempta^ 
tioiis,  Jnfdelities,  Defpalrings,  Hcllifi  'Tor- 
ments,  and  other  Pangs  of  the  New  Birth. 
This,  I  think,  will  be  the  natural  Ten- 

de7ic\\ 
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dency^  when  the  Heat  of  the  Brain  hath 
fcorched  up  their  'Judgment. 

The  Charge  of  fome  of  the  angry  Mora- 
vlam  againft  Mr.  Wejley  and  Brother  for 
Breaching  B&pcry^  is  what  I  don't  lay  any 
Strefs  upon.     And  I  allow  that  Mr.  fFeJIey 
hath  dif claimed  Bop  cry  feveral  Times ;  par-  3  Journ- 
ticularly   "  its  DiJlinguiJJAng  DoSfrines^  as  farther  ' 
fummed  up  in  the  Tivehe  Articles  which  Appeal, 
the  Cowicil  of  Trent  added  to  the  Creedr^'  '°'- 
And  then  he  aiks,  "  who  can  find  the 
"  leaft   Connexion  between  any  of  thefe 
"  and   the  Dodrines  of  the  Methcdifts .?" 
So??ie  Connexion  hath  been  Ihewn  through 
this  whole  Comparijon.     Nor  can  there  be 
any    Security    againft  all  Bopifi  Errors, 
while  Pretences  to  Special  RevelationSj  Ec- 
Jiacies,    ImpreJJions^  Miracles,  &c.  are  in 
Vogue.     For  I  can  eafily  fhew,  how  all 
the  Dijlinguifiing  Doctrines  ofBopery  have 
been  Introduced,  and  received  a  Sanation, 
by  the  fame  Fanatical  Bretences,     And  he 
will  be  pleafed  to  remember,  that  Jefuits, 
and  other  Roman  Emifjaries,   have   often 
mingled,  and  been  the  Ringleaders,  among 
our  Enthufiafiic  SeBaries-,  loudly  exclaim- 
ing againft  the  Bope,    and  pretending  to 
Purity  and  Reformation.     He  knows  we 
could   produce  divers  Infla?ices.     At  pre- 
fent  ^figle  Inftance  fliall  fufiice.     'Tis  to 
be  feen  in  other  Books :  but  I  take  it  out  of 
Foxes  and  Flre-hrands,  Page  7 — . 

A  a  2  "In 
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"  In  the  Year  1567,  the  9th  o?  Eliza- 
heth^  one  Faithful  Conmin^  a  Dominican 
Triavy  a  Perfon  generally  reputed  a  zealous 
Proteftant^  much  admired  and  followed 
by  the  People  for  his  feeming  Piety ^  but 
more  particularly  for  iwveighing  in  his 
Pulpit  mofl  bitterly  againft  Pius  V. 
then  Pope^  was  Acciifed  of  being  an  Im- 
poftor,  and  Pxamined  before  the  ^leen  and 
Privy-Coimcil^  by  M,  Parker  Archbifiop  of 
Canterbury.  Part  of  his  Examination  is  as 
followeth : 

Archb.  Faithful  Commin^  of  Vv'hat  Pro- 
feflion  art  thou  ? 

F.  Com,  Of  Chrifts  Order. 

Archb.  Were  you  ever  Ordained  ? 

F.  Com.  Yes,  I  was  Ordained. 

Archb.  By  whom  ? 

F.  Com.  by  the  Cardinal.  (Meaning 
Poole.) 

Archb.  Had  you  not  other  Certificate 
under  any  of  the  Bijhops  Hands,  lince  the 
Reformation. 

F.  Com..  Not  any. 

Archb.  Wherefore  would  you  dare  to 
Preachy  having  not  got  a  Licenfe  under 
fome  of  our  Bifiops  Hands  ^^  How  fliall 
we  be  afTured  that  you  are  not  of  the  Romifi 
Church  f 

F.  Com.  There  are  feveral  have  heard 
my  Prayers  and  my  Sermons^  and  can  teftify 
^at  I  have  fpoken  againft  Romcy  and  her 

Pope, 
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PopL\  as  much  as  any  of  the  Clergy  have, 
fince  they  have  fallen  from  her :  1  wonder 
therefore  why  I  fliould  h^  fufpeBed. 

Archb.  By  your  Anfwer,  Mr.  Commhty 
I  perceive  you  would  have  any  one  Preachy 
fo  that  he  fpake  but  againfl  the  Tape  in 
his  Sermons. 

F.  Cofn.  Not  eve7j  one,  but  he  whofe 
Funclion  it  is,  and  he  who  hath  the  Spirit, 

Archb.  What  Spirit  is  this  you  mean  ? 

¥.  Com,  T^he  Spirit  of  Grace  and  Truth. 

Archb.  But  is  this  Spirit  that  is  in  you 
cither  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  or  Truth,  that 
doth  not  comply  with  the  Orders  of  the 
Church,  lately  purged  and  cleanfed  from 
Schifm  and  Idolatry  ? 

F.  Corn.  Therefore  I  endeavour  to  make 
it  Purer,  as  far  as  God  permits. 

Archb.  How  do  you  endeavour  to  make 
the  Church  Purer —  f 

F.  Com.  I  endeavour  it,  when  I  pray 
to  God  that  he  would  open  the  Eyes  of 
Men  to  fee  their  Errors  :  and  feveral  have 
joined  with  me  when  I  have  Prayed  among 
them :  and  I  have  both  given  and  taken 
The  Body  of  Chrif  to  thofe  of  tender  Con- 
fciences,  who  have  affembled  with  me  in 
the  Fear  of  the  Lord. 

Archb.  By  your  Words  then  you  have 
a  Cojigregation  that  follows  you. 

F.  Com.  I  have. 

Archb.  Of  what  PariJJj,  and  in  what 
Diocefe  f  F.  Com. 
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F.  Com.  Neither  of  any  certain  Pcwijh, 
nor  ill  any  certain  Diocefc. 

Arch.  Where  then,  I  pray  ? 

F.  Com.  Even  in  the  wide  Worlds  among 
the  Flock  of  Chrijl  fcattered  over  the  whole 
Earth. 

^leen.  Tour  Diocefe  is  very  large,  Mr. 
Commin. 

(The  Witnefies  were  then  called  in y  and 
examined.) 

^een.  Mr.  Draper ,  what  have  you  to 
fay  to  this  Faithful  Commin  f 

Draper.  He  came  to  my  Houfe  at  the 
Maidenhead  in  Maidjlone,  with  feveral  of 
his  Followers ; —  I  iliewed  him  a  Room ; — 
and  perceiving  feveral  to  come  and  enquire 
for  this  Mr.  Commin,  and  by  Chance 
going  up  the  Stairs  I  heard  one  groan  and 
weep ;  which  caufed  me  to  Hft  up  the 
Latch :  at  firfc  I  was  flartled,  but  enquiring 
of  one  of  his  Followers,  what  ailed  the 
Man  ?  He  replied,  do  you  not  fee  we  be 
all  at  Prayers  ?  The  Maid,  wondering 
where  I  was,  came  to  feek  me,  and  can 
Tcfiify  the  fame. 

Maid,  I  faw  this  Faithful  Commin,  and 
thought  he  was  difiraBed  when  I  heard 
him  pray.  But  the  People  faid.  He  was 
a  Heavenly  Man,  and  that  it  vvas  God's 
yspirit  made  him  %veep  for  the  Sins  of  the 
World. 

S^/een.  Mr.  Coinmin, — Though  you  have 
preached  againil  the  Fop'',  yet  you  have 

ifurped 
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ufurped  over  the  Power  both  of  Church  and 
State — . 

F.  Com.  Give  me  Time  to  con^der,  and 
prepare  myfelf,  and  1  fhall  giwc your  Grace 
a  further  Anfwer  in  a  fhort  Space. 

He  was  then   bound  over  for  his  Ap- 
pearance, for  farther  Examination,  to  ano- 
ther Day. — But  coming  from  the  Council 
he  told  his  Followers  that  her  Majcjly  and 
the  Council  had  acquitted\i\m  :  and  that  he 
was  warned  of  God  to  go  beyond  the  Seas, 
to  InfiruB  the  Frotefiants  there  ; —  that  he 
had  not  a  Farthing  to  fupport  him,  yet 
being  God's  Caufe  he  would  undertake  it 
out  of  Charity y  &c.     This  Speech  fet  them 
a   ipceping,    efpecially   the    Women :    and 
130^.  was   colled:ed   for    him;    befides 
what  the  Compajjionate  Sex  gave  him,  un- 
known to  their  Hujhands. — His  Folloiaers 
faid  before  the  Council,  in  their  Opinions 
they  had  never  feen  fo  Zealous  and  Heaven- 
ly a  Man,  as  he  feemed  to  be  ;  and  difcover- 
ed  the  particular  Sums  of  Money,  of  which 
this   Religious    Jughr  had  cheated  thefe 
deluded  People, 

Coimnin  in  the  mean  Time  had  efcaped 
out  of  England',  got  fafe  to  Ro?ne ;  and 
alTured  the  Pope,  "  that  his  Spiritual  and 
Extempore  Prayers  had  fo  much  taken  with 
the  People,  whom  he  InJhuBed,  that 
the  Church  of  Englafidwz^  become  as  Odious 
to  that  Sort  of  People,  as  Mafs  was  to  the 
Church  of  England.  Upon  which  the  Pope 
7  gave 
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gave  him  a  Reward  of  2000  Ducats  for 
his  good  Service"  The  Reader  will,  no 
Doubt,  obferve  how  faithfully  this  Ac- 
count of  Faithful  Commin  hath  been  Copied 
by  the  Exprejjions^  Sentiments,  andCondudl 
of  cur  Brethren  of  the  Order  ofMethodifm. 

There  follows  in  the  fame  Book  a  Narra- 
tive (taken  out  of  the  Regiftry  of  Rochejler, 
in  the  Book  beginning  2.  and  3.  PkiL  &  M. 
and  continued  to  15.  Eliz.)  too  long  to 
recite,  of  one  l^h.  Heth,  a  Jefuit,  "  who 
Preached  much  again  ft  P^/m',  and  particu- 
larly his  own  Order ;  laboured  to  Refne  the 
Rrotejlants,  to  take  off  all  Smacks  of  Popery, 
and  Ihew  his  Gcod-ivill  in  making  the  Church 
purer.— Y\e\\^2.^di[covercd  by  a  Letter,  which 
he  dropt  in  the  Pulpit,  from  the  Fraternity 
cfjefuits  5  and  upon  fending  to  his  Lodg- 
ings, upon  Search,  his  Beads  were  found  in 
his  Boots,  with  a  Lice?7fe  from  the  Frater- 
nity, and  a  Bull  oiPius  V.  to  preach  what 
Dodrine  that  Society  pleaied,  for  Dividing 
P rot ej} ants,  &c." 

This  is  f jfficient  Proof,  that  a  Jefuifs,  or 
Enthufiaft'^,  declaiming  againll  Popery  is  no 
l^eji  of  their  Sincerity.  Andwe  may  flill  have 
Reafon  to  fufped  of  Methodifm,  that  the 
Marks  f  the  Beajl  are  upon  it. 

Upon  a  Review  of  the  Whole  the  Reader 
will  be  apt  to  conclude  with  myfelf,  in  the 
Words  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  Oh  !  what  a 
Myfiery  is  the  Divine  Life  ? 

The  End  of  the  Second  Part. 
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"  I  am  apt  to  by  this  doiun  fir  a  Maxim  in  Politics,  that  nvhen  they  are 
hufy  in  Exorcifing  or  DifpolTefling  of  Devils,  V/j  'Time  fir  cur  Governors  to  hok 
about  them ;  tbert  boing  a  lUjifi  Devil  Ift^g  bid,  than  that  ivhich  appears  upon 

the  Stage. For  'tis  Dangerous,  when  an  Under-Party    by  thefe  and  fucb 

like  Cheats  of  S.inclity,  endeavour  to  Jirer.gthen  their  Interefl  by  making  them- 
fel-ves  Popular." 

Foulis^s  Hiftory  of  Romifli  Treafons. 

"  HaTjir:"  been  at  ore  of  their  Exorcifings,  /  Jjid,  I  doubted  tvhether  the 
Party  nvsrs  aElualiy  and  realty   Po.Tcffed.       Mr.   Thomfon,    a  Prieft,    and 

great  Acior  in  thcfe  Matters,  anjivercd Such  Catholics  as  ka-ve  been  prefcn! 

at  fuch  Fits,  have  recei-ved  it  for  a  Trtitb,  that  the  Forties  are  Poficfled, 
And  though  1  tuiii  not  make  it  an  Article  of  my  Creed,  yet  I  think  that  Godly 
Credulity  doth  much  Good  for  the  farthering  of  the  Catholic  Caufe." 

Ccnfifficn  of  Anthony  Tyrrel,  Fnefi.     Ibid. 
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To   the   Reverend 


Mr.     W  E    S    L    E    r. 


SIR, 

5  you  make  fo  conjiderahie  a 
Figure  in  the  enfuing  Dif- 
courfe,  you  may  claim  a  Sort 
of  Right  to  this  Addrefs; 
ivhich  at  length  waits  upon 
you  (as  the  Former  on  Mr. 
Whitefield)  unfiained  with  the  too  cofumon 
Daub  of  Flattery  ;  and  yet  paying  due  Re- 
gard to  your  Merits. 

My  Third  Part  of  this  Comparifon  was 
ready  for  the  Prefs  above  a  Twelve-Month 
ago  :  but  the  Publication  was  delayed^  on 
Account  of  your  Fifth  Journal,  and  your 
Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Enthufiam,  ^c. 
both  of  which  faw  the  Light  about  the  fame 
a  2  i'ifne. 
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^ime.  7'his,  njoith  '^carious  other  Interrupt 
tions,  hath  prevetited  my  earlier  Appearance, 
and  Ukeivife  occafioned  no  f mall  Additions. 
T  Tourn.  "^^ou  hiive  acquainted  tis^  "  that  your 
Vreface.  Journals  aj'c  but  Extrad:s  from  your  larger 
Diary :  it  not  being  your  Dejign  to  relate 
all  Particulars."  The  greater  is  the  Pity, 
fay  I.  What  a  Curiofity  hath  the  World 
'lojll 

It  is  Matter  of  fojne  Concern  too,  that, 
in  general,  your  Journals  ca?ne  not  out 
iboner,  after  the  Fads,  which  they  relate  f 
and  particularly  your  Fifth :  which  was 
publiHied  in  the  Winter,  1749;  ^W  re- 
lates Matters  from  September  3,  \jA.l,  to 
Odober  27,  1743.  aSo  that  f even  or  eight 
Tears  intervene.  But  for  this,  no  Doubt, 
you  have  good  Reafons.  For  you  appeal 
here  to  Fa6ls;  and  bring  your  E\'idence^ 
which  might  have  been  brought  immediately, 
at  the  Drjlance  of  rx\2x\y  Years.  WlJich  inuft 
be  allowed  to  be  a  cautious  and  prudent 
Step.  For  fotne  ^/i6^  Parties  concerned  may 
probably  have  died  in  the  Interval: — many 
Circumilances  (as  a  found  Judgment  atjd 
good  Memory  dont  often  meet)  may  have 
been  forgotten  by  your  Difciples.  In  which 
Cafes  you  are  therefore  under  710  T) anger  of 
being  contradicted  -,  and  may  relate  as  little, 
or  as  much,  as  you  pleafe. — Charaders  of 
Pe?fom,  a?ui  Variety  of  Incidents  }nay  have 
beeiifo  altered,  that  after  a  Courfe  of  Tears, 

JOH 
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you  may  find  it  proper  to  change  your  Note ; 
and  thereby  be  guilty  of(twev  Inconliflencies. 
Prophecies  efpecially  may  have  been  uttered^ 
in  Ecftatic  or  Raging  Fits,  of  T^hings  fliortly 
to  be  fulfilled.     And  then  'tis  perfeBly  right 
to  wait  the  Event ;    lefi  Want  of  Accoin- 
phfhmentyZ)^?^/^  occafion  Shame.     Prophecy 
(you  well  know)  is  one  of  the  neceffary  In- 
gredients  of  Enthufiafm.      And  the    Pre- 
did:ions,  rf  put  off  to  a  remote  Event,  woidd 
not  ferve  an  Impoflor's  Purpofe.     His  Fol- 
lowers are  too  impatient  and  eager  to  ftay: 
they  muft  be  flruck  with  fomethi?jg  near  at 
Hand.     And  yet  the  precife  TimCy  Day  or 
Tear  of  it^  7nufi  he  too  piinBually  mejitionedy 
for   Fear   of  Difappointment.      Tour  Ac- 
quaintance, Madam  Bourignon^  was  fo  i??!- 
prudent^    as   to  fix    "   the  Millennium,    or 
Day  of  Judgment,  within  her  ovi^n  Days  j 
and  fo   near,    that  within  three  Years  we 
fhoidd  fee  the  EfFed  of  it"     She  hath  been 
dead  about  feventy  Years,  and  thereby  proved 
herfelf  a  falfe  Prophetefs,     Tou^  Sir,  have 
been,    for  fome  Tears,  a  Dealer-out  of  the 
y^wf  Prophetic  Warnings :     "  Behold  I  the 
Day  of  the  Loi'd  is  come, — At  this  very 
Hour  the  Lord  is  rolling  away  our  Reproach y 
As  your  Reproach  is  not  beginning  to  be 
rolled   away,    much    lefs    appears    any  full 
Completion ;    haply  you  have    obtai?ied   an 
Inhibition  ;  or  have  Power  to  adjourn  the 
Day  of  the  Lord,  from  Time  to  Time,  at 

your 
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your  Flcnfure.  By  fiich  Artifices  you  may 
hope  to  cfcape  the  Snare,  into  which  a  Bro- 
ther Methodift-Teacher  fell;  who  pro- 
7iounced  pereniptoriiy^  fome  few  Tears  a^y 
"  that  the  Day  of  Judgment  fhould  come 
that  very  Year ; "  but^  ufihickily  a  Failure 
of  Prophecy  happenings  he  was  put  to 
Shame  : — 1  fnean,  if  he  had  any.  7lu  will 
have  the  Story  anon. — 

In  the  mean  'Time  take  the  following  Story 
Annal.  fr^^  Aventine.  "  At  that  Time  [about 
lib.  4.  jtijie  Hundred  Tears  ago]  there  was  a  crazy 
S-  23-  Woman,  called  Theoda,  who,  under  the 
DireBion  of  a  Prieft,  for  the  Sake  of  Lucre, 
and  depetiding  on  the  Credulity  of  the  People, 
(ignorant  Ferfons  being  always  more  fuper- 
ftitious  tha?i  religious)  fet  up  for  the  Gift 
of  Prophefying.  She  pretended  Heavenly 
Vifions,  Meetings  and  Converfations  with 
the  Caeleilial  Beings  :  and  foretold,  that  the 
Day  of  Judgment  fould  come  that  very 
Year.  Men,  Women,  aJid  Children,  frighten- 
ed cut  of  their  Senfes,  flocked  about  her-, 
brought  her  Prefents,  a?id  begged  her  Inter- 
ceffion  with  Heaven  ;  followed,  adored,  and 
efleemed  her  infpired.  But  being  brought 
before  fome  Bifliops,  floe  difccvered  the  whole 
Cheat,  in  which  fie  was  inftrudled  by  the 
Prieli.  For  which  jke  only  underwent  the 
Difcipline  of  Whipping  ;  and  was  let  go,  to 
be  afterwards  a  public  Laughing-Stock." 

Tour 


PREFACE.  vn 

Tour  own  Followers ,  i?i  your  laft  Journal, 
have  a  Share  in  your  Complaints  :  "  Some  ^^2^  '• 
beginnh.g  to  ufe  their  Liberty  as  a  Cloak  for 
Licentioufnefs."     /  readily  believe  it:    and. 
not     only     beginning,    but    runiiing    great 
Lengths.  — "  Ton   difcovered  among   them  p.  ^^ 
Juch  Wiles  of  Satan,  as  never  entered  into 
your  Heart   to   conceived      Aiid  how  could 
you   expeB  better,    after  their  being  caught 
in  your  own  Wiles  ?  — A  pretty  Characfler 
too  you  give  of  fome  of  your  Congregations, 
who    have   not  yet   known    thefe    Depths. 
"  Preaching  at  ls/\orj2i  I  obferved  an  t2ii'nQ{\.,  P.  107, 
ftupid  Attention  in  the  Hearers:  —  not  one       »o8» 
convinced  of  Sin  :  —  others  jhewing  huge 
Approbation,    and   abfolute  Unconcern. — 
/  preached,  in  the  Caflle  at  Exeter,  tofuch 
a  People  as  I  have  rarely  feen,  void  both  of 
Anger,  Fear,  and  Love." —  Strange  People 
indeed  to  be  void  of  all  three  !  — At  another 
Place   your    Sheep   a   little    mend:     "  At  P-  76. 
London  /  met    the   wild,    flaring,    loving 
Society." — All  unaccountably  ftrange  People  ! 
But  not  a  garter  fo  unaccountable^  as  when 
they  come  to  be  varioifly  metamorphofed  by 
your  inchanted  Wand. 

What  you  throw  out  againjl  the  DiiTenters 
let  themjehes  aiifwer.  But  what  you  have 
to  fay  againjl  my  Brethren  of  the  Church 
Jlmdd  not  be  pajjed  over.  "  /-/'/jr;?  ^^  Minifter  ^-  32- 
refufed  you  the  Ufe  of  his  Church,  becaufe 
the  Bifhop  had  forbidden  him\  you  exclaim 

horribly. 
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horribly y  "  By  ivhat  Authority  am  I fufpend- 
edfrom  preaching  f  By  bare-faced  Arbitrary 
Power."  But  is  there  not  a  Caufe  ?  Are 
there  not  many  ?  Do  you  think  them  fo  in 
Love  with  your  Black  Art,  as  to  be  fond 
of  having  thenifelves^  and  DoBrines,  traduced 
in  their  own  Pulpits  ?  Of  permitting  their 
Flock  to  be  ilolen,  or  catch  the  Murrain  ? 
— Ton  can  hardly  obje5i  to  Viiions.  And 
Sale's  nve  are  infor?nedy  "  That  Mahomet  had  a 
Koran,  Vifiou,  whcrein  he  faw  his  Enemies  mount 
^*  ^  his  Pulpit,  and  jump  about  in  it  like 
Monkies."  li'he  Clergy  have  often  feen  fuch 
a  Sight,  bare-faced,  and  with  their  cor- 
poreal Eyes. 

Another  Complaint  lies  againfi  the  Curate 

p.  84.    of  Ep worth ;    who  faid,  "  Fray  tell  Mr. 

Welley,  IJhall  fiot  give  him  the  Sacrament. 

For  he  is  not  iit."     Indeed^  Sir^  I  take  your 

Part   here.     (For  I  am  determined   to   aB 

impartially.)     The    Curate    was    to    bla?ne. 

Fojjibly  he  might   7wt  think  you  arrived  to 

Perfedion.      But^    on  the  other  Hand,    he 

ought  to  have   remembered  your  Doctrine  -, 

4  Journ.  that  "  no  Fitnefs   is  required  at  the  'Time 

P- 47-      <9/"Cummunicating,  but  a  Se?2fe  of  cur  utter 

Sinfulnefsj    every  one,   who  knows  he  is  fit 

for  Hell,  being  fit  to  come   to  Chrifl  in 

this  Ordinance."    • 

But  your  worft  Enemies,  the  mojl  hate- 
ful of  McUy  are  the  wicked  Moravians. 
There  was  a  Tinie^  when  "  theirs  was  the 

c?dy. 
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only  Country  of  the  Chriftians ;  —  ivben 
you  could  not  fee  any  of  thejn^  but  yow  Heart 
burned  within  you -,  they  were  fofne  of  the 
bell:  of  Men;  ajid  (is  it  pojjiblet)  better  by 
far  than  yourfelf,  <&?<:."  But  now^  at  lengthy 
nothing  is  fo  wicked;  nothing  fo  deteftable.  ' 
After  you  had  found  out  "  their  Guile, 
Hypocrify,  Profanation  of  God's  Ordi- 
nances, Conformity  to  this  World,  Tena- 
cioufnefs  of  their  clTentially-erroneous  Doc- 
trines, ^c. — then  your  Difcipline  and  theirs 
are  as  widely  different^  as  the  Heavens  are 
from  the  Earth.  Nor  is  there  any  fo  ef- 
feSlual  Bar  in  the  World  againfi  Moravian ifm, 
as  pure  Methodifm."  ho  that  now^  "  there 
is  no  Connexion  between  you-,  the  Names 
of  Moravians  and  Methodifts  are  bccojnc 
fcandalous  to  each  other.''  Andyet^  in  Spite 
of  the  eifedlual  Bar,  you  are  perpetually  co??:- 
plaifjing  of  Metiiodifts  apoftatizing  to  the 
ftill  Brethren ;  going  over  in  great  Numbers 
to  their  eflentially  -  erroneous  Dodirines. 
Which  may  be  called  a  Proof  that  you  are 
able  to  fet  Enthufiafm  a-going ;  but  want 
the  Art  ^'flopping  it  at  Fkafure. 

Let  me  afk  fcrioiijly ;  Are  the  Moravian 
Principles  and  Pradiccs  fo  bad  as  you  de^ 
fcribe  them  ?  Wlyy  then  do  you  make  your- 
felf fo  merry  with  your  own,  who  are  feduced 
by  them  ?  Why  are  t'-cy  packed  away  to 
Hell  with  fuch  farcaftical  Sneers  ?  "  A  p.  gg. 
Girl  J  whom  I  had  often  obferiedf  as  being 
b  in 
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in  an  eminent  Degree  of  a  meek  and  lowly 
Spirit,  revolts  to  them.  Ah^  7ny  poor  flill 
Sifter !  'Thou  art  an  apt  Scholar  indeed  !  I 
did  not  expe^  this  quite  fo  foon.  —  /  called 
on  poor  Jofeph  Hodges,  who^  after  with' 
fianding  fo  long  the  Wiles  of  the  Enemy, 
has  been  at  laji  induced,  by  his  fatal  Regard 
for  Mr.  Hall,  to  renounce  both  my  Brother 
and  me,  in  Form.  But  he  had  perfeBly 
learned  the  Exercife  of  his  Arms." 

I  fee.  Sir,  you  are  an  errant  Joker,  a 
perfed;  Droll.  Tou  love  to  have  the  Laugh 
on  your  Side, — when  you  can  get  it.  Tou 
have  a  Jeft  at  their  Service,  even  when  they 
are  in  Satan'j  Clutches. 

Plangentis  populi  currit  derifor  anubis. 

But  above  all,  your  Gall-bladder  chief y 
overflows  upo?i  their  Bifhop,  Count  Zinzen- 
dorf:  for  wloofe  Sake  you  have  drawn  a 
Parallel  j  for  which  I  heartily  thank  you. 
P.  67.  "  /  read  over,  that  fur  prizing  Book,  The 
Life  of  Ignatius  Loyola :  furely  one  of  the 
greateft  Men,  that  ever  was  engaged  in  the 
Support  of  fo  bad  a  Caufe.  /  wonder  any 
Man  f  mild  judge  him  to  be  an  Enthufiaft. 
No.  But  he  knew  the  People  with  whom 
he  had  to  do.     And  fitting  out,  like  Count 

Z ,  with  a  jull  Perfuafwn,    that  he 

might  ufe  Guile,  to  promote  the  Gloiy  of 
God,  cr  (which  he  thought  the  fame  Thing) 
the  Intereft  of  his  Church,  he  aded  in  all 

Things 
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things  confiftent  with  his  Principles."  That 
you  have  read  the  Life  of  Ignatius,  a?id  even 
made  it  your  Study,  the  World  will  eafily 
believe ;  imlefs  you  have  acled  ^wholly  by  Sym- 
pathy ;  —  will  perhaps  be  difpofed  to  acquit 
you  of  "^wHtiw^xdS.VTL^  a?id  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fons  :  —  ajid  will  ccrtaifilyfee,  that  the  Cap 
will  fit  another  Head,  b  fides  that  of  the 
Count ;  and  will  call  to  mi?id  the  Story  of 
the  envious  Ma?i^  who  did  not  care  if  he  loji 
both  his  own  Eyes,  fo  that  he  coidd  pick  out 
one  of  his  Enemy's,  l^ut  that  is  of  little 
Moment.  The  Atnbition  of  being  thought  a 
great  Man,  and  knowing  the  People  with 
whom  you  have  to  do,  will  be  fiifficient  Re- 
compence  for  a  bad  Caufe,  ufing  Guile,  or 
being  called  a  crack-brain'd  Enthufiaft,  by 
miftaken  Perfons. 

But  what  is  the  Quarrel  with  the  Count  ? 
Only  whofiall  be  the  greateft.  Tou  are  Ri- 
vals, a?id  Competitors.  The  Count  will  not 
allow  you  to  govern.  He  is  the  principal 
Sheep-ftealer ;  he  kidnaps  your  Followers. 
The  Difpute  is  typified  by  the  Story  of  the 
Battle  between  Apollo  and  the  Dragon  Py- 
thon, who  fiould  have  the  Direction  of  the 
Oracle :  —  or  that  of  three  Anti-Popes  at 
the  fame  Time,  banning  and  curfing  one  aiio^ 
ther  for  the  Sake  of  the  infallible  Chair. 
Hence  thefe  inveterate  Animofities.  He?2ce 
your  reciprocal  Anathemas  "  of  Preaching 
another  Gofoel,  —  leading  to  Damnation  : 
b  2  The 
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The   Devil,   as  Mr.   Whitefield  affures  us, 
j}andi?ig   clofe  by,    and  blowing  the  Coals." 
Proceed  in  your  Contention,    exercife   your 
Arms  j    try   the  Poijzt,  which   of  you   hath 
moft  "  Subtlety,    Evafion   and   Difguife ;" 
which  fiall  be  the  mofi  "  clofe,  dark  and 
referved  j"    which  fiall  draw  mofi  Wood- 
cocks into  the  Snare.     T^he  World  will  foon 
be  conviftcd,  that  you  are  all  a  Pack  of  wild 
Fanatics, — aut  illud  quod  dicere  nolo. 
Go  on,    and  build  Chapels.     One  may  be 
Lucian,    dedicated  to  the  God  Proteus,  (as  was  in 
Rd'z'     ^^^  Days  of  V2.^2.mim)  famoiis  for  being  a 
p.  325.    juggling  Wonder-monger,  and  turning  him- 
fef  into  all  Shapes: — Another  to  the  God 
called  Catius,    becaife  he  made  Men  fly  and 
cunning  as  Cats.     Tcu  will  find  fome  Wor- 
Ihippers  :  the  People  with  whom  you  have  to 
doe,  you  know,  will  adore  you ;  for  the  fame 
iVhcrob.  Reafon  that  "  the  ^Egyptians  did  their  Bull 
Lib.  L     ^pis .  hecaife  renowned  for  Miracles,  and 
'^^'  "  '  every  Hour  changing  its  Colour." 

It  will  not  be  much  Trouble,  to  add  a  few 

more  Particulars  concerjiing  this  fame  fur- 

VWn.'^zx.prizing  Beaft,    (God,  /  would  fay)  Apis. 

St  'lo^'-,Q  "  He  was  to  have  certain  peculiar  Marks  : 

»   cap.  ?s.  1  , 

&\\zn.  which,  when  complete,  were  nine  and  Twen- 
^^^l,  ty  in  Number  :  And  thcfe  difiinguifi:able  only 
\  I .  cap.  by  the  Priefls  and  holy  Prophets ;  not  to . 
10.  be  underfiood,  or  even  difcerried  by  ignorant 
l^j'|[J\",.and  profane  Eyes.  ]The  prec'fe  Number  of 
cap.  14.    Methodiflical  Marks  ;'w  ki^ow  befi :  and  you 

have 
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have  charged  me  both  with  Ignorance  and 
Profanenefs,     concerning   the?n.^    When    his 
Holinels  was  confecrated,    he  was  provided 
ivitb    two   Apartments^    which    they    called 
the  Chambers  J    in  one  of  which  he   por- 
tends   horrible  Things,    in  the  other  joy- 
ful.    In  this  la^t'^r,  tipcn  Ocrq^^'v  is  admits 
fed,  for  his  Diverfon^    a  beautiful  Heifer, 
having  the  fame  Marks  with  his  oivn.  — 
He  could  do  Miracles,     and  foretel  future 
Events,  by  changing  his  Spots  and  Colours. 
—  When  led  out  among  the  common  Herds 
he   was  attended  by  fame  gamefome  Boys, 
who  poured  out  Prophecies  in  Virtue  of  his 
Influence^  end  even  the  Herds  became  Enthu- 
fialtic  and  Prophetical.  —  He  was  honour- 
ed with  Hymns  and  Sacrifices ;  feemed  to  be 
an  intelligent  Creature  j    to  love  Adoration, 
and   receive  Homage   with   Pleafure.  —  He 
received  his  Meat  from   the  Hands  of  his 
Worfliippers ;    but  woidd  turn  his  Tail  to 
thofe  he  did  not  like.     \^It  will  be  my  Fate 
to  be  fa  ferved.'\  One  thing  was  remarkable 
in  this  deify 'd  Brute ;  he  mufi  be  born  of  a 
Heifer  that  had    been   flruck   down   withHerodot. 
Lightning.*     [77j/j    you,    &>,     ajid    Mr}^^^^'^ 
Whitefield,  tell  us  was  the  Cafe  of  fever al 
M<5thodill;   Females.]    And  when  he   died, 
(for   die  his  Godfhip  muft  as  well  as  other  Auguft. 
horned  Cattle)  they  were  never  long  infnd-^^-  ^^'• 
itig  out  another  with   fimilar  Marks;   /^^<!ap.V 

Daemons 
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Daemons  foon  fupplyivg  them  with  a  Succef* 
for." 

It  %vrAild  be  keeping  clofer  to  my  little  Page^ 

if  I  could  fetch   a   Companion   from  the 

Pope'j  Bulls.     'Tbcfe,   you  well  hiow^  were 

liitrally  mere  Bubbles 3    the  Seals  of  papal 

Cham-     Inftruments.  "  If  they  be  Letters  of  Grace, 

bers,  in    the  Bubble  is  hung   on  filken  Threads  -,  if 

^"^''       they  be  Letters  of  Juftice,    and  Executory, 

the  Bubble  is  hung  by  a  Hempen  Cord." 

Ton  are  ready  ^  no  doubt ^  to  exclaim  once 
more^  "  what  is  all  this  to  me  f  Doth  this 
prove  me  to  be  an  Enthuiiaft?" — And  I 
begin  to  fear  that  my  Co7nmunicatio?i  with 
Methodifm  hath  had  bad  Effeds  \  that  my 
Head  is  thereby  fomcihing  diforder'd,  and 
my  Brains  upon  the  Ramble.  But  I  mujl 
proceed  as  well  as  I  can. 

More  out  of  this  laft  Journal  (fraught 
with  the  ufual  lading  of  Vanity,  great  Pre- 
tenfions,  Exorcifms,  and  other  Oflentatl- 
on  of  Miracles)  will  be  brought  to  the 
Touch-flone  in  the  enfuing  Trad.  And^  I 
hope,  you  will  take  in  good  part  a  few  gen- 
tle Stridures  from  the  Hand  of  a  Stran- 
ger; which  will  be  better  than  for  Rival- 
Saints  to  be  hacking  and  gafhing  one  ano- 
ther fo  unmercifully.  Be  goveriid  by  the 
Stillingfl.  following  Example.  ^'  One  Henry,  a  Clu- 
^°'-  "•  niac  Abbot,  7?mde  a  Rule,  that  the  Monks 
P:ould  be  Jhavcd  by  a  fecular  Barber  j  be- 
caufe  when  they  faved  tbetnfcheSj  it  was  not 

Ihaving, 
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fliaving,     but   flaying.       Chronic.    Cliiniac, 
p.  1670." 

Tour  Letter  to  the  Author  of  Enthull- 
afm  remains.       But  I  am  fomething  at   a 
lofs  nvbat  to  fay  to  fiich  a  Medley  of  Chi- 
canery,   Sophiftry,  Prevarication,    Evalion, 
Pertnels,  Conceitednefs,    Scurrility,    Sauci- 
nefs,    and   Effrontery.       Paper  and  Time 
flmddnot  be  ivaficd  on  fiich  Stuff'.     And  yet 
I  begin  to  feel  a  Spice  of  Vanity,  and  enter- 
tain  no   'mean    Opinion    of    my   Pamphlets ; 
feeing  (as  Mr.  Whitelield^<?/7>^i.  in  his  own 
Cafe)   "  they  have  ferved  a  good  Purpofej" 
by    drawing   out  the    true    Spirit   of  Mr. 
John  Welley.       In  this    Performance  your 
Temper  appears    naked    and  undifguifed ; 
fo  as  ahnoft  to  perfuade  the  Worlds   that  you 
are  no  Enthuiiafl  j    at  leafl  that  there  is  no 
Enthufiafm  here.  —  I  am  not  fo    clear  in 
that  Point.     For  Enthuliafm,  however  in- 
nocent at  the  firji  fetting  cut,    ifunlly  and 
naturally  runneth  into  Trick,   Bitternefs  and 
Ferocity;    efpecially    where    it    catcheth    a 
fuitable  Difpolition.     T^he  Choler,  by  Fer- 
mentation, willfocn  become  Aduft ;  will  turn 
black  and  bitter,   overflow  and  burn,  and 
boil,     and    rage,    and    ftink,    like    Pitch. 
Such  was  the  Enthufiafm  of  Madam  Bou- 
rignon;  (whofe  Exprefjions  you  fern  fond  of 
Copying)    who   once  more  Jleps  in    to  your 
Afjiftance.     She  wa$  a  V/oman  of  a  Choleric, 
Peevidi    and    morofe  Conftituticn ;    which 

hcighU'jicd 
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heightened  by  Enthufiafm  eafily  infpir'd  her 
ii;:t-j  thofe  moji  excellent  Chriftian  Senti- 
ments, m  her  Light  rifen  in  Darknefs. 
Part  3.  "  Many  fay ^  that  1  cannot  ^f^r  Contradic- 
^''"  *■  tion.  — And  they  are  not  to  contradidt  me 
by  their  Writings.  For  the  Holy  Spirit 
Part  .^  ought  not  to  be  controul'd." —  "  Iivasfur- 
Lett.  23.  pyijcd  to  hear  you  ivas  offended  at  my  iijing 
fharp  Language  againfi  fome  Perfons.  Be^ 
lieve  me,  I  think  this  to  be  one  of  the  greateil 
Graces,  that  God  has  given  me.  —  /  biefs 
God  who  has  given  me  Anger  to  oppofe  Evii  3 
and  I  will  fight  againft  it  even  with  An- 
ger and  Fury ;  not  heeding  whether  you,  or 
any  of  you,  approve  of  my  Procedure,  or  7io. 
—  If  I  turn  angry,  ajid  am  fo  rude  in  my 
Words ;  thefe  very  Things  are  Tcftimonies  of 
the  Spirit  of  God. — A  Soul  poj/ejfed  with 
the  Spirit  of  God  ought  to  have  its  Paflions 
more  lively  than  any  other  Perfon  who  is 
poffeffed  with  his  own  Spirit ;  who  is  not 
allow'd  to  fufFer  his  PafTions  to  reign." — / 
woidd  ahnofi  fay,  what  a  Vixen  hath  fet you  a 
Copy? 

Crudelis  mater  magis,  anPuer  improbus  ille  ? 

What  now  is  become  of  "  the  harmlefs 
Methodifl  ?  'The  Man  who  keeps  his  Mouth 
as  it  were  with  a  Bridle !  ihe  Saint  who 
faid,  '  Let  m&fpeak  as  a  litde  Child !  Let 
my    Religion    be    plain,     artlefs,    fimplel 

Meek- 
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Meek?jefs,  'Temperance^  Patience  and  Love^ 
—  be  thefe  my  higheft  Gifts ! '  —  fVhen  are 
we  to  fee  tke  real  good  Fruits  of  your  New 
Birth  ?  Of  that  '  fpotlefs  PerfedHon,  that 
is  promifd  to  you  all? '  How  long  are  we 
to  wait  for  your  Noftrum,  the  grand  Ope- 
ration, of  exalting  (through  the  Furnace) 
the  bafeft  Metals  into  Gold  ?  Hitherto  you 
7nay  join  ifjiic  with  the  difappointed  Jews  3 
"  We  have  been  with  Child,  we  have 
been  in  Pain,  we  have  as  it  were  brought 
forth  Wind  :  we  have  not  wrought  any 
Deliverance  in  the  Earth,  neither  have  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  World  fallen."  Hitherto 
your  Progrefs  is  that  of  a  Crab,  dircdily 
backwards.  Nor  cafi  I  difcern  a?iy  Per- 
fediion  —  but  the  Perfection  of  Jefuitifm. 
*'  Oh  I  what  a  Fall  is  hereV  How  per- 
'•oei-fly  has  your  primitive  Saintfliip,  your 
dove-like  Simplicity,  been  hatching  the 
Cockatrice  Eggs,  and  weaving  the  Spider's 
Web  ?  JVhat  a  Change  from  pure  Nothing- 
nefs  into  flriving  to  be  every  Thing  ?  IVhat 
a  Dwindling  into  a  Great  Man  ?  There 
was  a  Time  of  fuch  Mortification  and  Self- 
denial,  that  you  bound  yourfelf  by  a  ''  re-  2  joum; 
peated  Refolution,  iicoer  mere  to  fpeak  a?-  lo- 
Tittle  of  worldly  Things."  But  "  notwith-  Letter, 
Jiandi?ig  thiSy  [they  are  your  own  PP'ords]  you^ 
hai:e  often  fince  engaged  therein'.'  —  There 
was  a  TimCy  when  (like  St.  Francis,  who 
made  himfelfWivGS  and  Miftreiles  of  Snow- 
c  balls) 
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Laft  App.  balls)  you  was  i?i  Love  with  "  Froft  and 
^'  "  ^'  Snow ;  when  you  laid  you  down  on  the  Floor, 
and Jlept  fcimdly  •■,  when  you  believed^  you  Jljould 
not  tieed to  go  to-bed any  more^  as  'tis  called'* 
At  lengthy  even  a  warm  Bed  wont  ferve^ 
without  a  comfortable  Bed-Fellow.  Buty 
as  jar  as  I  can  ohfervCy  this  is  the  Way  of 
jou  all.  All  are  of  the  Family  of  Love .  And 
thus  "  SztATifrids  you  are  fliaking  his  King- 
dom, r/W  ;;/^/(7;7g- Mothers  in  Ifrael."  Nor 
are  there  wanting  a7norig  you  much  worfe  and 
more  pregnant  Proofs  of  venereal  Enthu- 
fiafm;  the  firange  Mixtures  of  Debauchery 
and  SanSlity. 

Toil  have  bragged,  with  the  proud  Pha- 
I  journ.   rifee,  "  ?ny  Ways   are  not  like  other  Mens 
p.  67.      Ways'j — Gi've  me  where  to  fandj  and  I  will 
3  Icuirn.  pake  the  Earth :  —  I,  and  my  Brother,  a7'e 
^  foum    unexceptionable  on  all  Accoufits :  —  Of  Ex- 
p.  81.      periences,  that  the  Servant  might  be  as  his 
Mafter,  without  any  Corruption,  &c/'     But 
Ifaiahxlv. — All  fliall  fpcak,    and  fay  unto   thee^   Art 
thou  alfo  become  weak  as  we  ?    Art  thou 
become  like  unto  us  ?    Thou  haft  faid,  I 
will  afcend  into  Heaven  ;  I  will  be  like  the 
Moft  High.     They  that  fee  thee  {hall  nar- 
rowly look  upon  thee,  and  confider  thee ; 
faying.  Is  this  the  Man  that  made  the  Earth 
to  tremble,  that  did  ftiake  Kingdoms  ? 

But  hold!  "  I  Jhall  run  ?ny fclf  ovM  of 
Breath  again.  I  f  jail  once  more  be  charged 
with  fetting  afidc  the  New  Teftament,'  or 

not 
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^mt  advertifig  to  //,  ifz  writing  my  Pamphlet."' 
JO>id  I  ?iever  read  thofe  Scripture-Inftances, 
of  compafTing  Sea  and  Land  to  make  Pro- 
felytesj — of  ftralning  at  a  Gnat,  and  fwal- 
lowing  a  Camel; — of  founding  a  Trumpet, 
and  then  praying  in  the  Synagogues,  the 
Streets,  and  the  Market-Places  3 — devour- 
ing Widows  Houfes,  and  for  a  Shew  mak- 
ing long  Prayers  ;  —  of  Fafters  with  a  fad 
Countenance; — —outwardly  whited  Se- 
pulchres, but  full  of  dead  Mens  Bones, 
and  all  Uncleannefs  ?  Will  I  Jiot  ad?nit 
thefe  for  Parallels  ?  —  Upon  RecolleBion,  I 
believe  there  are  fuch  Inftances.  And  I  will 
be  f)  free  with  my  Friend,  as  to  allow  you  tg 
make  the  heft  cf  the?n,  and  bring  thejn  to 
Account. 

Nay^  I  dcnhtj  "  I  ft:all  even  run  into  a 
Self-Contradi(5tion.  For  Juftice  calls  upon 
me  to  give  a 'iit^\  Specimen  of  your  Prowefs, 
of  your  Martial  EnthuHafm ;  by  producing 
the  Challenge  you  fent  ?ne :  which  may  be 
good  Proof  of  that  Heroic  Sanctity,  necejjary 
for  a  Papal  Canonization."  "  It  is  Time,  better. 
Sir  J  you  p?ould  leave  your  Sculking-Thce.  p-  ia: 
Co?ne  out ;  and  let  us  look  each  other  in  the 
Face." — Tou  may  perhaps  brand  tne  for  a 
Coward.  But  really.  Sir,  I  am  no  Her- 
cules. Tou  know  the  Story  of  his  fighting 
with  an  Antagonift,  who  had  the  Gift  of 
transforniiiig  Inmflf  into  all  Shapes.  IVheii 
the  Hero  thought  he  had  got  him  fafe ,  heftips 
c  2  through 
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through  his  Fingers  in  the  Shape  of  Water  ; 
or  blazeth  out  in  the  Form  of  Fire :    tJyen  he 
roars,  foams,  and  tears  the  Ground,  in  the 
Figure  of  a  wild  Bull :  lafily,  he  fits  a-hiffing, 
darts    his    forked    Tongue,   fpits    all    his 
Venom,  and  then  glides  away,  in  the  Shape 
of  a  Serpent.     *So  that  I  7nay  fairly  make 
this  a  Preliminary,  "ATrXasaov  (rtoLUTov,    fim- 
plify  yourfelf,    and  be  one  Thing.  —  But 
there  is  fill  more  immediate  Danger,     For 
certainly  you  would  not  have  your   Sincerity 
fufpedted,   when,   mountijig  your  triumphal 
Chariot,   you  "  boaf,    and  cry  ViBory,    in 
having   laid   fuch   Numbers    flat    on    the 
Ground,  by  Dint  of  a  few  Words  3  by  the 
Breath  of  your  Mouth  rendering  them  fpeech- 
lefs,  fenfelefs;    or  tortured  with  inexpref- 
fible  Agonies."     He  muft  be  a  bold  Many 
that  will  venture  to  look  you  in  the  Face, 
though  attended  with  his  Seconds. 

'T^is  true,  you  are  fomctimes  fo  good  as  to 
"  fit  your  Friends  at  Liberty,  and  reft  ore 
them  to  Pardon,  and  Peace."  But  fuch  a 
one  as  I  can  hardly  hope  to  merit  this  Favour 
at  your  Hands :  it  will  be  in  vain  to  beg 
Qnarter. 

But  lam  not  now  entering  into  a  Detail  of 
thefe  horrible  and  fhocking  Things.  "The'y 
will  take  up  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  fol- 
lowing  Pamphlet.  And  if  your  own  Ac- 
counts be  true, — "  of  your  Power  to  throw 
your   Followers    into    Contorfions^     CojivuU 

fionsy 
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fwns^  Variety  of  unaccountable  Diforders  of 
Body  and  M'md^  into  the  moji  hellifli  Tor- 
tures j  and  then  to  releafe  them  agaiii  j" — If 
this  be  the  Cafe-,  and  your  are  not  brought  to 
hold  up  your  Hand  at  the  Bar,  you  are 
much  obliged  to  the  late  Adl  of  Parliament, 
which  repealed  the  Laws  againft  Witch- 
craft, "though^  if  I  mijlake  not.,  there  is 
fill  an  Exception  as  to  the  White  Witches, 
the  Recoverers,  who  undo  what  Satan  ajid 
the  Black  Witches  ha^ve  done.  JVith  Regard 
to  thefe  the  Statute  is  unrepealed. 

The  bare  Relation  of  fuch  Miferies,  which 
you  are  proud  of  infliding,  are  fuficieiit  to 
"  7nake  even  me  (as  you  fpeak)  fall  into 
Serioufnefs."  And  yet  perhaps  Room  enough 
will  be  found  for  you  to  ad:  your  Mum- 
meries and  Farces,  and  make  a  ridiculous 
Figure. 

One  deplorable  Misfortune  ha?igs  upon  ?7ie, 
which  I  know  not  how  to  fake  off,     "  TbuLeiter, 
take  your  Leave  of  ?ne,  a?id  will  have  no-"^  4+* 
thifjgtofay  to  me.,  imlefs  Iwillitt  my  Name 
to  my  Third  Part."     JJpon  this  ConditioUy 
there  is  a  Profpedt  of  Admiffwn  to  your  good 
Graces,    and  I  may  hope  for  your   future 
Correfpondence ;    a)id   (according   to   your 
Behaviour  towards  another  Adverfary)   "  you 
will  do  me  Honour  before  the  People !'    Which 
■puts  me  in  Mind  of  the  Cafe  of  one  "  Mafca-  Franc, 
renius,  who  had  Jlro?jgly  oppofed  the  Society  ^""^^ 
of  Jefuits.     St.  Xavier  appeared  to  him  one 

Night, 
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Nighty  but  ivith  his  Back  turned  upon  him. 
"To  who?7i  M2.(cz.rtmus  faidy  '  My  good  Saint, 
niohy  dofi  thou  not  turn  thy  Face  towards  me? ' 
Xavier  replied,  '  Be  changed  into  another 
Man,  and  then  I  will  turn  my  Face  to 
thee." 

Jf  you  'Will  exciife  me  in  makiitg  you  the 
Image  of  a  Jefuit,  becaufe  I  can't  help  it, 
I  laill  be  more  open  about  my  Helpers,  (which 
gives  you  fome  Sollicitude)  fairly  telling  you 
who  they  are.  And  then,  I perfuade  myfelfy 
you  wtli  entertain  no  mean  Opinion  of 
them. 

In  the  firft  Place  Jland your  good  Self  and 
Aflbciates  ;  who  have  fupplied  me  with  fuch 
ample  Materials.  /  have  little  more  Honour 
than  that  of  being  an  Echo,  rebounding 
your  own  Words.  In  the  fecond  Rank 
ftand  my  Parallels  from  Pagan,  Hereti- 
cal, and  Popifli  Enthufiafls  and  Impoflors. 
Get  the  better  of  yourfelf  and  theje^  and  I 
fubmit. 

Should  Satan  tempt  you  to  break  your  Rule 
of  Silence  ;  or  Choler  be  fo  predominant,  as 
to  force  you  upon  another  Anfwerj  be  fo 
wife  as  to  follow  my  Advice.  7  think  you 
will'y  becaufe  it  hath  been  your  Manner  5 
and  that  you  'will  lijien  to  a  Friend^ 

Qui  monet  ut  facias  quod  jam  facis. 

As  to  the  moft  material  Objedions,  or  \\\\- 
anfwerable  Points,  take  no  manner  of  Notice 
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of  them:  ivke?i  the  Shoe  pinches,  pretend 
you  dont  feel.  Though  fo'metimes  you  may 
be  allowed  to  twift,  wince,  wriggle,  fliift, 
and  prevaricate ;  or  wear  a  Malk,  and  put 
on  the  Cloak  of  Sandity. 

But  be  efpccially  watchful,  and  mark  dl^ 
Ilgently,  whether  your  Opponent  advanceth 
any  Thijig  that  is  not  in  his  Title-Page :  it 
being  abfolutely  necejfary  that  the  Title-Page 
fioidd  contain  enjcry  Word  and  Syllable  of  the 
fuhfequent  Book :  —  Or  if  he  floould  happen  to 
7mjiake  the  Page  in  his  Quotations,  or  not 
quote  it  at  all :  —  Or  you  take  it  in  your 
Head  to  fancy  he  has  offended  againft  Gram- 
mar, or  writes  not  fo  good  Engliili  as  your- 
felf:, —  Here  flick  clofe  upon  hi?n.  Catch 
him  in  one  of  thefe  enormous  Crimes  3  and 
then  you  fland  clear  of  all  Difficulties  -,  your 
Adverfary  is  entirely  confuted  -,  and  Metho- 
difm  is  white  as  Snow. 

Keep  up  the  good  CuJio?n  of  bragging  of 
your  frequent  Prayers,  of  your  Miracles, 
the  Number  of  your  Adherents,  and  your 
Influence  over  them.  Then  'tis  likely  fo??ie 
Perronet  or  other,  will  bejiow  on  you  the 
fame  Compliment,  with  which  Father  Doza 
decorated,  in  his  Sermon,  the  Founder  of 
the  Jefuits :  "  In  thefe  laft  Days  God  hath 
fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son  Ignatius."  Or, 
if  you  chufe  to  govern  by  Fear,  ycu  fnay  re- 
cite the  Letter  of  iEneas  Sylvius  to  Cardinal 

Firman ; 
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Martyrol.  Firman :  ^'  Brother  John  (Caplflran)  is 
Francifc.  ^  jyj^^^  of  God  :  the  Pcopk  o/'Germany  eJkeM 
him  as  a  Prophet.  He  coiildy  whenever  he 
pkafethy  by  lifting  up  a  Finger^  raife  a  great 
Commotion.  The  Chief  Pontiff  ought  to 
7'eward,  and  comfort  thofe,  who  merit  well 
of  the  Roman  Church.  And  that  fiich  is 
this  John,  with  his  Brethren,  720  Body  that 
hath  any  Senfe  will  deny!' 

Were  I  to  examine  all  the  Writings,  and 
whole  Behaviour,  of  the  Methodifts,  the 
JDifquiftion  wotddcar7~y  me  into  an  immoderate 
hejigth :  and  Icoidd  eafly  too  have  doubled 
■my  Parallels.  But  both  your  Friends,  and 
mine,  will  think  enough  hath  been  faid. 
Upon  the  Whole,  however,  I  reckon  it.  Sir, 
vty  boimden  Duty  folcmnly  to  declare, — that  I 
believe  Methodifm  (however  innocent  in  its 
Conception  and  Birth)  to  have  been  gra- 
dually and  diligently  nurfed  up  ii2to  a  Syftem 
of  folemn  Impofture  j  —  that  I  fee  nothing 
in  this  Difpenfation  thus  managed,  but 
what  lies  in  common  with  the  mofl  frantic 
and  peflilent  Fanaticifms,  that  have  fo 
often  poifoned  the  Chriflian  World-,  nothing 
that  is  ?iot  drinking  up  the  very  Dregs  of 

Popery  in  pai'ticidar. That  (notwithjland- 

ing  your  lly  Infmuations  of  having  to  do 
with  a  Middletonian  and  Antifcripturifl: ) 
the  undoubted  Revelation,  contained  in  the 
lively    Oracles    of   IIolv   Scripture,  is  ;/;v' 

fole 
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fole  Rule  of  Faith  and  Manners ;  and  my 
Reverence  for  thofe  lacred  Writings  is  bound 
about  my  Heart.  For  which  very  Reafcn,  I 
would  (as  much  as  in  me  lies)  prevejit  their 
Honour  and  Authority  from  being  expofed  to 
Scorn  by  the  Mockery,  Traveitie,  and  Bur- 
lefque  of  Methodifm.  Therefore  wherever 
Ifnd  a  great  Strefs  laid  upon  fo7ne  imagi- 
nary, infignificant,  or  unintelligible  Peculi- 
arities ;  —  the  Word  of  God  turned  i?ito  a 
Conjuring  Book ;  —  the  Divine  Ordinances 
either  lightly  eftee/nedy  or  ijnputed  to  the 
D.evil ; — good  Works  either  undervalued^  or 
trodden  ufider  Foot  3  -^  Wild-fire  danger oiifly 
tojfed  about y  injlead  of  that  Light  which 
came  down  from  Heaven; — puffy  Prete?i- 
fions  to  extraordinary  Revelations,  Infpira- 
tions,  ufurping  the  Name  of  the  Holy  One; 
with  perfojial  Conferences  with  God,  Face 
to  Face  ; — enthufiaftic  Ranters  cojnparing 
themfelves  with  Prophets,  and  Apoftles,  Tf 
not  with  Chnik  himfelf 'j — the  jnoji  wild  a?id 
extravagant  Behaviour ^  the  Phrenzies  of  a 
difiurbed  Brain^  or  deluded  Imagination^  the 
Effects  of  Fits,  of  a  weak  Head,  or  difeafed 
Body^  all  turned  into  fo  many  Tefts  and 
Marks  of  Saintfliip  ;  —  the  Spirit  of  Pride 
and  Vanity  poffcffing  the  Leaders ;  a  Spirit 
(f  Envy,  Rancour y  Broils^  and  implacable 
Animofities,  dafiing  each  other  in  Pieces ;  a 
Spirit  of  Bitter?jefs  and  Vncharitablcnefs  to- 
d  wards 


xxvi  PREFACE. 

wards  the  refi  cf  Mankind  \  —  a  Progrefi 
through  Immorality,   Scepticifm,  Infidelity, 
Atheifm,  through  fpiritual  Defertions,  De- 
fpair  and  Madnefs,   made  the  Gate  of  Per-r 
fedion ; — an  imaginary  New  Birth  to   be 
brought  to  fafs  by  Means  ofrtzX  Tortures,  cf 
fome  of  the  mojl  exquifite  Pangs  and  SufFer- 
ings  that  cati  affeci  Human  Nature  -,  —  /j%'j 
ivhere  thcfe  are  founds  and  many  more  equally 
horrible^  one  may  eafily  difcern  a  wide  Dif- 
ference  between  fuch  a    Difpenfation    and 
genuine  Religion  ;  —  as  well  as  the  bungling 
Hand  that  is  fubftituting  the  former  in  the 
Place  of  the  other.     One  may  eafdy  difcern 
what  Strangers  fuch  inconfiftent  Ramblers 
mujl   be  to  the  true  Devotion,    as  well  as 
Coit: forts,  of  a  fedate,  compofed  Piety ;  ta 
a  firm  Belief  of  our  Maker  and  Redeemer, 
and  confiant  Reliance  upon  Providence  \  to  a 
fieady  Courfe  of  iincere,  habitual,  and  un- 
afifefted    Religion ;    to  the  cheriJJjing    of  a 
warm  Love  of  God  in  the  Heart,  and  well- 
tempered  'Zc2[for  the  Truths  of  his  infpired 
Word,  and  this  proved  by  the  Love  of  our 
Neighbour :— To  a  general  Obfervance  atjd 
,   Attendance  on  the  Means  of  Grace,  and  a 
well-grounded  Hope  of  Glory.  ~  Go^  and 
compare  the  Chaff  with  the  Wheat. 

Nor  are  the  evil  Tendencies  of  Methor 
difm  in  the  leaf  diminifced  by  being  covered 
with  tfje  Cloak  of  Sandity,  ajid  ornamented 

with 
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*xvith  the  'Trappings  of  plaufible  Artifices, 
and  fair  Pretences.  They  may  help  to  fpread 
the  Delufion,  hut  are  a  high  Aggravation  of 
the  Crime. 

The  Cafe  is  the  fame,  in  the  ofientatious 
Declarations  of  prophefying,  calling  out 
Devils,  the  Gift  of  Healing,  or  other  mira- 
culous Powers  among  you.  They  tend  evi- 
dently to  render  the  true  Gifts  of  the  Spirit 
fufpicious ;  to  bring  a  Reproach  and  Scan- 
dal on  the  Prophecies,  and  Miracles,  which 
eftablilh  the  Infpiration  of  the  everlafhing 
Gofpel.  But  thus  it  muft  be.  Thefe  are 
ufual  and  necciTary  Engines  of  hair-brained 
Enthufiafls,  and  crafty  Im.poftors,  for  work" 
ing  upon  the  Paffions  of  w^eak,  credulous, 
or  diitempered  People.  While  there  are 
any  fuch  People  in  the  World,  a  deceitful 
Worker  will  fcarce  fall  of  fame  Degree  of 
Succefs.  Ajid  if  great  Mifchief  be  not  the 
Co?ifeqtcencey  'tis  owing  to  that  Providential 
Being,  who  fruftrateth  the  Tokens  of  Liars, 
and  maketh  Diviners  mad. 

When  you  have  confidered  thefe  Things  tho- 
roughly, in  a  fober  and  difpaffionate  State  of 
Mind,  you  will  have  Reafon  to  account 
me, 

S    I    R, 

Your  real  and  faithful  Friend. 
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TO  U  may  chfcrije.  Sir,  that  I  have 
taken  a  View  of  Methodifm  on  the 
brightefl  Side,  a?id  in  the  befl  Light : 
becaufe  I  have  taken  r?iy  Materials,  al?noJi 
wholly.,  from  its  moji  celebrated  Preachers. 
Were  we  to  defcend  to  the  Tenets  and  Adions 
of  your  Under-Teachers,  and  moJi  obedient 
Followers,  "  What  a  Scene  would  be  here 
difclofedV  A  few  Itiftances  of  this  Nature 
will  appear  in  the  following  Difcourfe.,  One 
more,  being  an  Affidavit,  that  very  lately  was 
put  itito  my  Hafids,  IJhall  here  fubjoin.  And 
I  am  credibly  infor??ied  that  other  fuch  Doc* 
trines  and  Tradls  may  befoon  coUe5led,  either 
proved  upon  Oath,  or  otherwife  well-attefted, 
fufficient  to  fnake  a  rcafonable  Volume. — // 
may  be  right  to  have  a  Corps  de  Referve. 

"The 
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"  The  Information  of  T^homas  Lcvell,  of 
Stoke-Damerel  in  the  County  of  Devon^ 
Sail-maker^  taken  before  me  the  25th 
of  Mayy  A.  D.  1747. 

*  This  Informant  on  his  Oath  'voluntarily 
faith,  that  he  formerly  attended  the  Meetings 
of  thofe  Perfons  ivho  call  themfehes  Me- 
thodifts,  beijjg  invited  fo  to  do  by  one  of  their 
Preachers,  called  Crownley :  and  that  they 
divide  themfehes  into  different  Claffes,  where 
they  meet  at  private  Houfes :  that  a  Huf- 
band  and  Wife  cant  be  of  the  fame  Clafs, 
nor  Father  and  Son,  nor  a  Brother  and 
Sifter.  T^hat  they  often  pretend  to  receive 
the  Spirit,  a7id  they  that  receive  it  (as  they 
fay)  jump  about  the  Room,  and  afk  others  if 
they  doiit  fee  the  Spirit.  And  that  he  is 
credibly  informedy  that  one  Jofeph  Peters,  of 
the  faid  Parilli,  {who  is,  fince  he  followed 
thefe  People,  out  of  his  Senfes,  bia  before 
was  a  very  reafonable  Perfon)  7-eported  he 
was  in  a  Trance,   or  deep  Sleep,  when  an 

Angel  appeared  to   him,    and  told  him,  he 
fhould  go  to  his  Mother,  and  bring  her  i?Jto 

the  Society  of  Methcdifts;  a?id,  if  fie  re- 
fufed,  he  Jhoidd  k'lW  h^r :  and  that  he  aSliially 

attempted  to  cut  her  Throat,    as  he  is  in- 
formed.    And  that  the  Reader  of  each  Meet- 

ing,    after    they    have   prayed    after   their 

Manner,  a?id  fwig  Pfalms,   collcSlcd  Money 
from  all  prefent,  for  which  they  account  to 

the   Preachers,    who   come    at  'Times   from 

dijiatif 
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dijlant  Places.  'That  at  feme  Meetings  he 
hath  kncnvn  and  been  prefent^  when  Women 
iMve  been  taken  from  the  Rooms  where  they 
mety  and  carried  Into  Bed-Chambers,  and 
thrown  upon  'BtdiS,  where  they  have  lain  in 
Fits,  or  Swoons,  a7id  the  Preacher  has  cried 
cut  at  the  fame  liime^  let  them  alone ^  for  the 
Spirit  was  entering  into  them.  And  that 
he  hath  known  federal  of  them  leave  their 
Work  and  Labour,,  by  which  they  and  their 
Families  were  to  be  fupportedy  to  atteiid  the 
Runnagate  Preachers :  afjd  that  in  the 
The  Dock  Yard  *  many  of  them  have  drawn  Workmen 
near  Pii-  ^y-Qjji  fjj^j^  Loboiir  to  prcach  to  thenh  to  the 
^^^  ^'  great  Hindrance  ^  the  King's  Works.  That 
he  hath  frequcjitly  hitnfelf  contributed  to  their 
Colle(ftion,  but  knows  not  how  the  Money  is 
difpofed  of,  That  there  are  now  at  Dock 
eleven  Leaders  of  fo  ma?iy  different  ClafTes. 
That  he  hath  frequently  heard  Crownley,  and 
William  Drake,  who  is  alfo  one  among  them^ 
and  fever al  others^  afert,  that  after  they 
have  received  the  Spirit  they  cannot  fin  j 
and  if  they  commit  any  Sin,  it  is  only  an 
Error  in  fuch  j  and  let  them  do  whatever 
they  pleafe  after  their  Adoption,  however 
finful  the  Ad:  is,  they  are  fure  to  be  faved 
notwithflanding. 

Thomas  LovelL* 
Taken  before  mc^  the  Day 
and  /It'ar  above-mentioned, 
J.  Snow.'* 

"  Mem. 


PREFACE.  xxx-r 

"  Mem.  Jofeph  Peters,  upon  talking 
fivith  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, was  convinced  that  his  Vifion  'was  a 
Diabolical  Delufion,  if  any  Thing.  He  re- 
ceived  the  Sacrament,  a72d  feemed  well  in  his 
Senfes  for  fome  time  5  but  fill  followed  the 
Methodifts :  and,  upon  a  fecond  Villon,  he 
again  attempted  killing  his  Mother,  and 
actually  fet  the  Houfe  on  Firej  and  was 
fcnt  away  to  a  Mad-houfe." 

'This  may,  in  a  great  Meafiire,  ferve  for 
an  Anfwer  to  thofe  who  inquire.  What  is 
the  Religion  of  Methodifm  ? 


T  n  H 
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Methodists,   b'c. 

PART     III. 


SECTION     I. 

COMPARISONS,  'tis  fald,  are 
odious.  Thole  I  have  drawn  have 
probably  been  fo  to  the  Methodifts-, 
and',  I  am  fure,  troublefome  to  myfelf. 
But  having  already  traced  thefe  Pretended 
Reformers,  through  feveral  of  their  Enthii- 
fiaftic  and  Fanatic  Ways,  and  marked  how 
exacftly  (I  know  not  by  what  Chance,  Fa- 
tality, or  Defjgn)  they  have  trodden  in  the 
Steps  of  their  Popiflj  Predeceffors ;  I  am 
now,  however  weary,  to  follow  them  into 
B  more 
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more  of  their  Dclufio7is,  which  are  the  na- 
tural PropertieSy  Tendencies,  and  Eff'cBs  of 
th^ivjlrafige  Difpenjation. 

The  Reader  may  recoiled  what  was 
faid  before  in  their  own  Words,  ''  of  their 
"'  bitter  and  uncharitable  Spirit  towards  all 
"  not  of  their  Sed:^ — their  own  mutual 
*'  Rancours  and  Quarrels ;  their  biting  and 
"  devouring  one  another  j  having  difputed 
"  away  both  their  Faith  and  Love,  and 
*'  not  like  to  come  to  any  fure  Founda- 
"  tion  ;  each  of  their  Parties,  and  Leaders 
''  of  their  Parties,  charging  one  another 
*'  with  efpoufing  a  Nero  Gojpcl,  teaching 
*'  the  moll:  ivicked,  ejjentially- erroneous, 
''  blajphemous,  and  damnable  Doctrines  ;  — 
*'  prodigious  Numbers  ceafing  from  all 
**  Means  of  Grace,  from  attending  Church, 
'■'  Sacraments,  Prayer,  a?hi  reading  Scrip- 
"  ture,  and  making  a  Jty^of  it  all ; — a  ge- 
"  neral  Temptation  to  leave  of^ good  Works  ; 
*'  a  Cry  of,  *  No  Works,  noLaii),  710  Co??i- 
"  mandments  -,  fliocking  Mora-clan  Tenets, 
"  that  reading  the  Bible,  receiving  the 
"  Communion,  running  to  Church,  ^c.  are 

the  Devil', — Every-where  more  and 
"  more  Proofs  of  their  grievous  Confu- 
*'  fions  and  Diftradions  driving  them  to 
''  their  JFit's End ',-^i\\Q:\i:\:>Q\\his  an.d  Pvca- 
''  fonings  what  Faith  is  ?  Whether  ihtrt 
''  be  ^ny  Degrees  of  it  ?  Whether  thev  have 
''  any  Faith  at  all  ?  Whether  Faith  be  Jiot 

*'  fiiflicicnt 
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•'  fufficient  ivithcut  good  Works,  and  dotli 
"  not  even  require  the  Exchifion  of  good 
"  Works?  &c. 

Thefe  are  fome,  but  thefe  not  the  worft, 
of  the  blefled  Tendencies  and  Effeds  of  our 
new  Rcjorinaticn  y  rifing  in  great  Variety, 
and  to  a  high  Degree,  within  a  fhort  time 
after  Meihodifm  was  broached.  And  it  is 
eafy  to  judge  how  grievoufly  the  Minds 
and  Confciences  of  the  Followers  mufl  of 
courfe  be  harrafTed  and  perplexed.  What 
fliall  they  do,  or  think  ?  Whom,  or  what 
fellow,  among  Teachers^  each  called  and  di- 
rected by  Heaven^  each  acculing  the  other 
of  infufing  damnable  Errors  .?  Some  of  their 
wild  Tenets,  and  horrid  Dodrines,  have 
fo  harrow'd  the  Souls  of  the  poor  People, 
and  caufed  fuch  a  vehement  Diftrac^lion, 
as  to  drive  them  into  Dejpair,  Madnefs^ 
and  Bedlam.  Let  us  try,  in  fome  In- 
ftances,  whether  this  be  not  the  natural 
Tendency^  and  aBiial  Confequence, 

§.2.  What  could  be  expected  from 
their  training  up  their  Difciplcs  to  the  Ex- 
peBation  of  ImpiilfeSy  Jmpreffions,  Feelings^ 
Experiences^  &c.  but  that  fome  Ihould  be 
elated  with  groundlefs  Confidences  and  Pre- 
fiunption ;  and  others  funk  into  the  difmal 
and  dreadful  Gulph  o^  Defpair  ?  Pcrfons  of 
weak  Spirits,  or  a  melancholy  Difpofition 
(^nd  therefore  the  more  likely  to  fill  into 
B  2  Method ijm) 
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Methodifm)  will   naturally  be  carried    into 
Defpondency^  look  upon  themfelves  as  re- 
probated, Qccidi  forfaken  of  God;  becaufethey 
do  not  f.el  tliefe  Effects  in  themfelves,  nor 
come   up    to    the   E^cperiences   of   others. 
-  Tourn.  Accordingly  Mr.  Wejlcy  tells  us  of  '*  fome, 
P'^'g-  ^3-    -^j^Q  utterly  refufed  to  be  comforted,  till 
they   (honwi  Jeel  their   Souls   at   reft — ." 
Journ.    Even  the  high-flown  Mr.  Seward,    "  wants 
P-  43'  57- to  make  all  delpair^  who  have  not  the  feeling 
of  the  'Holy  Ghoft  j"  and  yet  is  "  himfelf 
caft  down  for  want  of  Experiences  enjoyed 
by  others, —  is  toiTed  almoft  to  Defpair," 
On  the  other  hand,    thofe  of  a  confident 
and   bold  Temper,  ftirred   up   by   Imagi- 
nation and  a  heated  Brain,  have  daringly 
fet   up  their  own  groundlefs  and  wicked 
Imprejfiom  for  the  Will  of  God.      Hence 
Mr.  Whitefield,    in  his  penitential  and  re- 
canting State,    fadly  bewails  "  his  making 
Impreflions   without    the    written    Word, 
his  Rule    of  aifting".      And  Mr.    Wefley, 
in  his  Zeal  againft  the  Moravia72s,  com- 
plains  of  this   Prefttmption,    as    "  Enthu- 
fiaftic,  and  tending  to  produce  whatever  is 
wicked  and  abfurd,  and  that  without  Re^ 
medy.'*      See  Comparifon,   2d  Part,   page 
104 — 8. 

The  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  from  their 
Dodrine   of  Afjiirance  of  Far  don  and  Sal- 
vation.     Mr.   Seward  is    fo   charitable  as 
Journ.    "  to  wifh  all  Perfons  mad^  who  were  not 
P^'g-  9.  nfj'ured 
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ojund  of  Forgivenefs."  Mr.  rVhkeJkU  fays 

.t  iS   a  dreadful    Miftake   ,o   deny   ,h;s  Jour. 
Boclnne  of  Muranccs ;  and  that  ^flance^  '7.  '9- 

of  Cbnfts   Folk-Mrs."      And    Mr.  ff^L 

FnrT'r/T-'°„P"'^  theDoarine  hii 
nnn  '^f'df  h's  ffW//^,..,  yon  may  depend 
upon    he  follow.ng  Story;  and  no  doubt 

the  ft-/;,.,  i^i^"*^^'^'.  ^'°«rt  Woman  told 
ral  Witne/Te.,  that  Mr.  J.  Wcf.y  came  to 
fte  ^^d    '  ^"iS"^fti°ned  her.  <  whether 

Her  Anfwer  was,  that  fl.e  hoped  (lie  flwuki 

be  laved    but  had  no  abfolnti  AJJurance  of 

IV.r^  then     replied  he.     '  Tou  are 

in  Hdh  you  are  damned  already.'     This  fo 

'f  *  .«'M_that  /he  was  grievoufly  afraid 
of  /«./«rr^„^  and  could^  not  in  a  lon^. 
A  recover  her  right  Mind.  For  this'' 
and  ih.  McthodiJIs  asking  her  to  live  upon 
Free^CoJl.  a.,  determined  to  admit  no  nfore 
of  tl.em  into  her  Houfe."  So  much  is 
her  own  Account  to  his  LordJT.ip,  on  whofe 
Author,ty  .t  ,s  here  publilh'edf^'  And.  had 
(he   been   a  Perfon   of  fomething  Weaker 

ttTonf"  ^"T'  ^^^"  '»'S1^^  ^«^«  been 
theConfequence?  Perhaps,  Lofs  of  her 
.3f«/«,  or  of  her  ensm  and  Child i  Lije. 


And 
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And  how  iliall  tender  Minds  Hand  the 
Shock  of  thefe  violent  AffauUs  ?  When 
inch  a  confident  Ajjurance  is  made  a  certain 
Mark  of  Grace,  and  the  Want  of  it  as 
certain  a  Mark  of  Damnation  j  what  can 
the  Weak,  the  Modefl  and  Humble,  the 
Melancholy,  (who  cannot  wind  themfelves 
up  io  the  highefl  Pitch  of  Self-conceit  and 
Prefumption)  do  ?  They  will  of  courfe 
fall  into  Fears  and  Doubts,  and  Defpera- 
tion,  as  Perfons  in  a  reprobate  Condition  ; 
becaufe  they  have  not  the  fame  Expert^ 
e?2ces  with  others,  not  only  of  knowing 
2.n^  feelings  but  didixidWy  feeing  Chriji  taking 
away  their  Sins. 

Others  indeed,  by  the  Help  of  a  con- 
ceited Temper,  and  prefumptuous  Imagi- 
nation, will  take  care  to  work  up  their 
Brain  into  an  Afj'urance.  But  are  they  fure 
they  are  fafe,  and  ftand  upon  firm  Ground  ? 
Mr'.  Whitefield  [fee  his  Anfwer  to  Enthu- 
fiafm,  &c.  pag.  31.]  "  readily  grants,  that 
(ome  of  the  Methodijls,  who  really  had  not 
this  Ajjurance,  have  prefumptuoufly  ima- 
gined "that  they  had  it:'  And  doth  he 
pretend  to  the  Gift  of  difcerning  the  Spirits, 
fo  as  to  be  clear  which,  or  whether  ajiy  of 
them,  had  it  ?  Thefe  are  fome  of  "  the 
Extremes,  into  which  the  Methodifh  are  apt 
to  run :  "  Such  the  Danger,  either  of 
rifing  into  Prefumption,  or  finking  into 
De/pair. 

§.3.  To 
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§.  3"  To  fpeak  more  generally.    As  far  as 
I  can  obfcrve,  thefe  dreadful  Apprehenfions 
pufhing  them  upon  Dtfpair^^xe.  the  common 
Lot,  and  almofl:  efTential  Part,  o'i  Methodifm, 
Their  Auditors  and  Profelyies  are  fo  drench- 
ed  with  the  Teacher's  bitter  Potions,  and 
horrid  Do£l7'ineSj  and  carrying  fome  Points 
oi  Religion  to  an  extravagant  Height,  (I  do 
not  mean  good  Works^  of  that  they  have 
fufficiently  cleared  themfelves ;    but  fome 
trifling,    abfurd,    or  groundlefs  Peculiari- 
ties ;)  or  fuch  is  the  Fatality  fticking  clofe 
to  Entbujiam, — that  they   frequently  fink 
into  this  terrible  State.     Some  Inftances  I 
have  known  myfeif ;  and  have  heard   fo 
much  of  it  from  others,  both  Clergy  and 
Laity ;  that  I  make  no  doubt  of  the  Fa6t : 
and   themfelves   own   enough  of  it  for  a 
Foundation  of  the  Charge.     Nor  is  it  Mat- 
ter of  much  Wonder,  that  Perfons  of  fuch 
unfettled    Minds,     and    rambling    Brains, 
tofled  up  and  down  between  Tranfports  of 
Joy  and  Prefumption,  and  the  Dejed:ions 
of   Defolations    and    Defertions ;    Perfons 
over-run  with  Scepticifm,  Doubts  and  De- 
nials both  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Reli- 
gion J  frequent  Relapfes  into  thefe,  as  well 
as  into  the  Mire   of  Sin,    [  fee   Compar. 
Part  2d.  §.  14,  &c.]  —  fliould  frequently 
find  themfelves  overwhelmed  with  Defpe- 

ration. 
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Wefley  ratiojt.      Hence    one    complains,    *'  The 

3  Journ.  g^emy   of  Souls  laid   fo  many  things  to 

i9!4.2,43,my  Charge,  that  fometimes  I  defpaired  of 

44,  92-    Heaven."      Others    *'  have   nothing  but 

Devils  ready  to  drag  them  to  Hell ;  —  arc 

in  Dejpair  feveral  Years ;  —  in  Defpair  of 

Defpair^    roar  out,     they  are  damned.  — - 
One  tempted  to  Self-murder,  to  hang,  or 
p.  I a,*^ 28. drown   himfelf,    ^c'*       In   the  Account 
of  the  two  Hitchens's  (which  the  Metho- 
dijis  have  publifhed)  one  of  them  **  thought 
God  had  left  him  a  Caft-away  ;*'  the  o/v^^r, 
"  by  entertaining  fome  Thoughts  of  Mar^ 
riagCy  the  Devil's  Snare,   found  his  Heart 
quite  drawn  from  God,   whereby  he  was 
quickly  plunged  into  Darknefs  of  Soul,— - 
would   often   tell   his  Brother   he  was   in 
Hell:' — Nor  could  Mr.  Seward,  or  White- 
field,    or   Wefiey   himfelf,    efcape  this   fore 
Wefley   Evil.     "  Doubtful  of  my   own  State; — 
2  Journ.   clearly  convinced  of  Unbelief -^ — immediate- 
P'  '^'      ly   it   fliruck   into    my    Mind,     leave   off 
Preaching, — At  length  had   an  AJjurance 
of  Forgivenefs.  —  Had     more     Comfort, 
Peace,  and  Joy, — began  to  prefume, — Again 
throv/n  into  Perplexity ;  —  much  in  Doubt 
whether  God  would  not  lay  me  afide.  "^ 
7  Journ.  — Mr.  Whiteficld  was  once  fo  good  as  to 
P-  68.      take  the  Honour  upon  himfelf  of  caufing 
Defpair.      *'  A  Woman   defiring    me   to 
baptize  her  Child,    I,  being  otherwife  en- 
gaged. 
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gaged,  rcfiifcd.  Upon  this  the  De'uil  af- 
faulted  her  in  a  moll:  violent  manner,  and 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  her,  that  all  I 
told  her  were  Lies.  She  le*^^  caji  tJito 
Darhiefs ;  — went  to  Bed^  where  the  Devil 
would  fain  have  perfuaded  her  to  cut  the 
Child's  Throat  with  a  Pair  of  Scifjars. 
But  Chrift  deHvered  her,  and  Safa?i  imme- 
diately left  her."  He  may  have  the  Glory, 
if  he  pleafeth.  But  the  Difeafe,  called 
Methodifin^  is  fufFicient.  [  See  Compar. 
Part  2d.  p.  82. — ] 

The  fame  horrible  and  black  EfFeds  of 
diftemper'd  Emthufiafm  are  commonly  found 
among  the  moil  extravagant    Fa?iatics   of 
the.  Papacy.     A  long  Lift  of  Female  Suf- 
ferers might  be  produced  :    Such  as  M.  of 
Pazzi,    "  whom  five   furious  Devils  at-     Life, 
tacked,   tempting    her   to  Blafphemy    and^'^^' 
Infidelity,    to   Pride   and   Prefumption,  to 
Gluttony  and  Lafcivioufnefs ;  and  then  to 
Defpair^  fo  far  that  once  fhe  took   up  a 
Knife  to  kill  herfelf  j  but  the  Virgin  Mary 
ftcpped  in,   and  prevented  it." —  I  might 
mention  too  a  fatal  Inftance,  not  indeed 
of  Defpair,  but  prefiimptiwus  Afjurance  of 
Sahatimi :    *'  A  young  Woman,  who  ob-  Manni 
ferved  the  Rule  of  St.  Francis,  being  aj/ured^^^-^^^' 
/>/"  Sahation ;  the  Devil  appears  to  her  in 
the   Shape  of  St.   Francis,  perfuading  her 
to  make  fure  of  Heaven,  by  inftantly  hang- 
ing herfelf,  and  flie  did  fo," 

C  Nor 
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Nor  is  Defperation  a  more  uncommon 
Cafe  among  the  male  Saints^  and   fuch   as 
were    the    faiueft    Models,  of   Methodijm. 
Francis  of  Sales,  ''  after  his  Tranfports  of 
Spiritual  Joy,  was  reduced  to  Darkncfs  and 
Sadncfs,  and  even  a  Diftrufi  of  all  Truth  ;-— 
Satan    perfuading  him    that  God  had  de- 
creed his  Da?nnation  ,  — is  caft  into  a  deep 
Melancholy — Defpair  in  his  Look  j —  but, 
however,   is  in   a  Moment  recovered  by  a 
Prayer   to  the   Virgin  Mary.''    [  Compar, 
Part   ad.   pag.    177.] 
Conform.       "  St.  Francis^    in    Imitation    of  Chrift, 
f°'-59'6o-chore   Twelve  Apojlles,    one  of  which    de- 
/paired  ond  hanged  himfelf :  which  gave  the 
Saint  a  frefh  Advantage,  by  making  him 
ftill  more  like  to  his  Saviour.'" — The  Grand 
MafFei     Majler  of  Popijl^  Methodifm,  "  St.  Ignatius, 
Vit.  ign.  ^^g  oppreffed  fo  with  T)ejpair,  that  he  at- 
'  tempted  to  deflroy  himfelf,  and  throw  him- 
felf out  of  Window.     But  afterwards  more 
narrowly  examining  his  Confcieitce,  he  rofe 
into  a  ftrong  Tentation  of  Vain-glory.  For 
it  ruflied  into  his  Mind,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly jufl,  and  need  not  doubt  in  the  leafl 
of  his  Salvation."      And  the   Author  ob- 
ferves,  "that  both  1  js  fcrupulous  Defpond- 
encies,    and  confident  Vanity  of  Afjurance, 
were  fraudulent  Suggeftions   of  the  Devil. 
By  thefe  means,   however,  he  obtained   of 
Martyr.    Qod  a  wondcrful  Science  in  curing  the  Con- 
I-r.':ncirc.  fdenccs  of  othersT —  "  Friar  Rizerus  was 
^  tempted 
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tempted  by  Sata?i  to  the  Brink  of  Defpdif'i 
and  Apprehenfion  o^hQing  for faken  by  God; 
*till  St.  Fra?jcis  took  him  under  his  Ma- 
nagement, CrolTcd  him,  and  kiffed  him, 
carried  him  into  PerfeBion,  and  iDcrking 
of  Miracles:" 

We   fhall   fee   hereafter   fuch    Favours 
granted  to   our  Methodifh,     In  the  mean  Anfw.  to 
time,    Mr.  Wepy  will  hardly   allow   any  ^^'^"''^^j^ 
Inftances  of  real  Dcfpair  among  the  Me-' 
thodijh  J    becaufe  they  do    not  make  away 
with   themfelves.      And  he  will    tell  us, 
that  "  what  the  World  calls  Defpair,   is  a 
Coji'-^'iBion  of  Sin,    of  God's  Wrath,    and 
Man's  Inability, —  in  which  properly  con^ 
fifls  that  Poverty  of  Spirit  and  Mourning,  3  journ. 
which  are  the  Gate  of  Chrifiian  'Perfection:''^-  82-3- 

Not  fo,  I  hope,  when  under  thefe  De-4  Joam- 
fpairings  they  are  uttering  Curfes  and  Blaf-"^'  ^^-  3^* 
phem'ies :  —  Not  fo,   when   the  Defpair  is  3  Journ» 
injcdted   by  Satan^  or  the  Effecl  of  diaho-^'^^"' 
Heal  Pojjeffion  : — Not  fo,  in  Cafes  of  a  Re-  5  joum. 
lapfe 'y    as   in   that    hlafpheming   Defpair er ^?- '^»^^t 
"  whofe  horrible  Dread  was  immediately 
taken  away  by  Prayer,  and  (lie  had  fome 
Dawnings   of  Hope;'*   but  who,    as  Mr. 
Weftey  elfewhere  confefieth,  "  was  foon  af-  Anfw.  to 
ter,    if  not  at   that  "very  time^   a    coinmon^^^^^"^^ 
Proftiftite:* — Nor,  in  general,  can  I  allow, 
that  what  Diz'incs  and  the  TForld  ufually 
call   Defpair  (often  a  5/V?,  ,and  ahvays  an 
Unhappinejs)  fhould  be  taught  as  a  Duty., 
C  z  and 
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Light  in  and   the  Gate    cf  Perfection.      "  I  have 
Par? j.     ^^^^  opprefled   ({liys  A.  Bourignoii)  Night 
Lttter'^c.and  Day  v/ith  Fears  of  being  forfaken,  and 
with  Defpondency  of  Heart."   The  Viciffi- 
tudes  of  Horrors  and  Comforts,  Light  and 
Darkneis,  are  the  plain  Effects  of  the  Me- 
thodijrs  Enthufiafm  j  either  caufed  or  aug- 
mented   by  their   Teachers    chimerical  and 
frightful  Docirines, ;    who   having  fubdued 
the    Reafon   and   Underftanding    of  their 
People,    put    them   in    Poffeffion    of  the 
Maxim^ 

Una  falus  viBis  nullam  fperare  falutem. 
The  only  Security  of  Salvation  is  to  de- 
fpair  of  it.  An  Hypochondriac  or  Melan^ 
choly  Conjtitution  (perhaps  generally)  leads 
to  the  Difeafe ;  naturally  creating  Fears, 
SufpicionSj  and  Defpair  -,  the  Phyfician  fup- 
phes  Dofes  naturally  encouraging  and  in- 
ereafing  the  Difeafe :  The  People  love  to 
have  it  fo,  and  the  magnified  Cure  is,  as 
one  fays,   ekhtrjhorf-liv'dy  or  illfoujided. 

§.  4.  'Tis  but  too  notorious,  that  the 
fame  Enthufiafm^  under  the  lame  Manage- 
ment, hath  driven  Numbers  of  thefe  un- 
happy Creatures  into  dired;  Madnefs  and 
Dijiradfion,  either  of  the  moapi?jg,  or  the 
ravi?2g  Kind ;.  or  60th  of  them,  by  fucceflive 
Fits ;  or  into  the  manifold  Symptoms  of 
a  Delirium,  and  Phrenzy. 

Mr.. 
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Mr.  Wefley  indeed  "  cannot  find  fo  much^"^^- ^* 
as  one  of  the  Methcdifis^  either  Man,  Wo-p,  ^^^  * 
man,  or  Child,  who  have  been  thus  driven  3  Joum- 
to  D'lftraBion: — and  their  Madnefs  is  Co/z-P'^-  ^3- 
njiclion  of  Sin.''     And  all  of  them,  doubt- 
lefs,  fay  the  fame.     But  Men  fo  charged 
will  not  be  allowed  as  competent  Judges  m 
their  ow?i  Cafe  3  efpecially  where  they  are 
fuppofed   to    be    touched   with    the  fame 
Diflemper. 

Thus  much  however  they  mufl:,  and 
do,  own  J — that  they  have  been  looked  upon 
as  mad  (  on  account  of  their  wild  and 
frantic  Actions)  by  Friends  and  Relatioiis^  by 
indifferent  Perfons,  by  regular  Phyficiajis 
(the.  moll:  proper  Judges),  by  the  JVorld  m 
general ;  and  have  been  fent  to  Bedlam., 
and  adjudged  there  to  be  Perfons  diftraBed. 
Nor  do  I  fee  how  the  Judicious  and  In- 
telligent Part  of  the  World  can  form  any 
other  Notion  J  while  the  genuine  tS/^wi  of 
Madnefs  are  upon  the  Methodifts ;  and  the 
moft  abfurd,  irregular  and  frantic  Beha- 
viour and  Imaginations  are  obtruded  as  the 
Marks  and  Proofs  of  true  Piety.  Any 
Perfon  in  his  Senfes  will  certainly  form 
fuch  a  Conclufion  even  from  their  own 
Narratives,  related,  no  doubt,  in  the  moil 
favourable  manner  to  themfelves. 

One  would  not  indeed  believe  the  '  Re- 
port railed  by  the  Dcvil,  that  Mr.  TVhite- 
field  was  mad  j'  becaufe  he  is  the  Father 

of 
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of  Lies ;    but   we    may    believe    himfeir, 
1  Deal    when  he  fays,  "  he  might  very  well  be 
P- 42- 35- taken  to  be  really  mad;   and  that  his  i^t'- 
lations  counted  his  Life  Madnefs.''  —  An- 
other was  accounted  mad  by  her  Friends 
for  thefe  three  Years;  who  accordingly  bled, 
blifter'd  her,  and  what  not." — Mr.  White- 
5  journ.  jicld  relates  the  Cafe  of  "  young  Periani, 
P-98-»o3-^^.]-ioie  F^^//vr  had  fent  him  to  Bedlam  U^v 
fuch  Symptoms  of  Madnefs,  as  fafting  for 
near  a  Fortnight ;    praying  fo    as    to   be 
heard  four  Story  high  ;  felling  his  Cloathsj 
and  eiving  them  to  the  Poor.     Mr.  Seaward 


and  other  Methodilh  waited  on  the  C 


om- 


mittee  of  the  Governors  of  Bedla?n  ;  they 
plead  for  him,  and  own  that  young  Peo- 
ple, under  their  firft  Awakenings,  were 
ufually  tempted  by  the  Devil  to  run  into 
fome  rjXtr ernes.  The  Committee  judge 
IVhittfieldj  Seward^  and  all  their  Followers, 
to  be  2ii  mad  as  the  young  Man,  and 
really  befide  themfehes.  And  to  prove  Mr. 
Periam  to  be  certainly  mad,  they  alledge, 
that  when  he  firft  came  to  Bedlam,  he 
Jlripped  himfelf  to  his  Shirt,  and  prayed. 
But  it  feems,  "  he  did  this  to  inure  him- 
felf to  Hardnefs  at  once  ;  for  being  brought 
from  a  warm  to  a  cold  Place,  without  Win- 
dows, and  a  damp  Cellar  under  him,  he 
thought  it  beft  to  feafon  himfelf  at  firft." 
Are  not  here  fufiicient  Symptoms  of  AJad- 
ricfi  '■     And   doth  not   the   k:ajon  brought 

for 
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for  dlfprcving  the  Madnefs  really /'rcw  It? 
For,  who  bat  a  Madman  would  have  done 
io  ?  There  is  a  parallel  Inftaiice  of  one  of 
St.  Francis's  Difciples^  "  who  would  needs  i>ib"Con- 
go  out  in  a  cold  JVintcr  Nighty  and  pray  in  his  y'^^\  j^_ 
Shirty    though  then    in  a    Feirr ;    for  the 
f;ime  Reafon  of  enduring  Hardjhip.''    And 
if  the  Francifcan^  or  the  Mc-thcdifi^  cfcaped 
with   their  Lives,    it  is  ftlll   a  flronger  In- 
dication of  Madnefs.     For  what  Dr.  Mead 
lay.,  is  a  known  Truth,   "  'Tis  common   Medic, 
to   all    Madmen,    from  Strength   of  Body,   Sacr. 
eafily  to  bear  Falling,  Cold,  the  Inclemen-  ^'  ^' 
cies  of  the  Heavens,    and  other  Inconve- 
niences, beyond    what   can  eafily  be   cre- 
dited."    And  if  the  Methodifts  would  look 
into  that  whole  Chapter,  they  would  find, 
I  think,  every  particular  Symptom  of  Mad- 
nefs,    mentioned  by    that   learned  Do^or, 
(tliough  I  do  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
fubfcribe   to  his  Opinion,    by  excluding  a 
diahoiical  urgency  in  the  Scripture-Dt^fno- 
niacs)  exemplified   in   their   own    Difpe?7- 
fafion, 

Mr.  Wefic)\  and  Fhyficians,  eminent  in  3  Journ. 
their  Frofelfion,  are  fometimcs  at  Va-P",Jj^„ 
riance,  whether  fom.e  of  their  Methodiji-^^.z^.  s(^. 
Patients  are  really  mad,  or  not.  And  other  .  journ. 
Inftances  he  mentions  of  Perfons  reputed-^.  90. 
7nad  by  their  Relations,  treated  as  if  really^  J.''"''"' 
fo,  and  fent  to  Bedla?n ;  only  becaufe  they  -  joum. 
were  infeded  with  Methodifin,  P-  53- 

Ojie 
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%  journ.       One  Cafe  he  allows  of  "  a  Woman  really 
^'  ^'^'      dijlradfedy  and  as  fuch  tied  down  to  her 
Bed."     Which,    though    contradidtory  to 
his  negative  Aflertion  above,   ferves  how- 
ever to  difplay  his  miraculous  Cure.     He 
journ.  hkewife  relates  "  another  Inftance  of  ge- 
P  79-     nuine  Enthufiafm.    [He   might    have   faid 

direB  Madnefs.]  J- B o^i  Hanjield- 

Leigh,  who  had  received  a  Senfe  of  the 
Love  of  God  a  few  Days  before,  came  ride- 
ing  through  the  Town,  hollowing  and 
fhouting,  and  driving  all  the  People  before 
him,  telling  them,  "  God  had  told  him 
he  fliould  be  a  Kijig,  and  fhould  tread  his 
Enemies  under  his  Feet."  —  Nor  need  we 
be  furprized,  fliould  fome  of  them  run 
mad  with  Pride  j  no  ftrange  Thing  among 
them ;  and  whereof  Mr.  PFeJley  hath  given 
us  {^v^x2\jiagra7it  Specimens.  [See  Compar, 
Part  2d.  pag.  25 — ]. 

Was  one  of  their  prime  Saints,  Sam. 
Hitchens,  mad  ?  "  Who  falling  under  ftrong 
Convi6tions  of  Sin,  —  wandered  about  in 
the  Fields  by  Night,  feeking  Reft,  but  find- 
ing none ;  and  often  threw  himfelf  on  the 
Earth,  and  beat  his  Head  againfl  the 
Ground, — and  cut  himfelf  in  feveral  Places." 
Account  of  S.  H.  Pag.  4.  And,  to  leave 
their  own  Narratives,  The  Alethodi/lJVoman 
that  flung  a  naked  Knife  at  the  Alinifter, 
while  reading  the  Communion  Service,  in  a 
Church  in  London , — was  fhe  mad,  or  tjia- 

licious  ? 
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licicus  ?  or  perhaps  groan'wg  in  her  Pangs^ 
till  (he  was  delivered  of  her  Knife  ?  This 
was  told  me  by  the  Mi?iifier  himfelf,  who 
knew  her  to  be  a  Methodijl. 

Was  the  Man  mad^  of  whom  I  have 
the  following;  Account  attefled  by  the  Mi' 
nijierj  a  Di/J'entirig  Teacher  f  "  On,  or 
UQ^T  September  27,  1746,  as  I  was  about 
to  adminifter  the  Lord's  Supper^  I  obferved 
among  the  Communicants  one  Mr.  Tho?nas 
Adams  J  a  vagrant  Metbodijl  Preacher  3  and 
as  he  was  a  Stranger  to  me,  and  I  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  his  Principles^  or  Mo- 
ral Conduct,  I  fent  my  Clerk  to  defire  he 
would  withdraw,  till  I  could  get  Satisfac- 
tion as  to  tbiofe  Particulars  :  but  he  re- 
fufed  to  comply,  and  faid,  he  would  con- 
tinue where  he  was.  Whereupon  I  pro- 
ceeded to  adminijler^  but  in  the  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Elements  carefully  pafTed  him 
by.  He  fat  ftill  during  the  Adminijlration^ 
but  as  foon  as  the  laft  Word  was  out  of 
my  Mouth,  he  flood  up,  and  faid,  *  Dear 
Man,  what  is  the  Reafon  you  refufed  to 
give  me  the  Signs  of  my  Lord's  Body  and 
Blood  ?  My  Gcd  will  Jcourge  you  for  this, 
or  he  is  no  true  God.*  The  next  Morning 
he  came  to  my  Houfe  with  an  OBavo 
Manufcript^  which  he  faid  contained  the 
Revelations  he  had  had  from  Heaven; 
and  that  he  was  come  with  4  particular 
Mejj'age  from  the  Lord  to  me ;  and  then 
D  read 
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read  the  following  Paillige  :  '  Go  and  tcTt 

Mf,L -,  that  I  icill  fcotirge  him  for  not 

letting  the  dcfpiled  Methodijts  into  his  PtiU 
pit,  and  for  not  giving  you  the  Signs  of 
my  Body  and  Blood;'  with  much  more  of 
a  Hke  Import.  —  This  I  attefl  to  be  FaB. 

Shall  I  bring  upon  the  Stage  another 
Madman  '^  Take  the  Story,,  whieh  may  be 
depended  upon,  as  related  in  a  Letter  from 
a  Clergyman  of  Chara^er^  Nov.  3.,   1749. 
"  I   have  lately  feen  the  Ge?2tleman  from 
whom  .1   firft  heard   the  Story  of  D-—ry 
Hack—-r^  of  M — m-^Church.     He  confirms 
every  Word  that  I  mentioned,  and  faySy 
the  Story  was  told  at  a  General  Court  held' 
in  that  Pari/Jj,    D — ry  Hack — r   himfelf 
being  prefent,  and  acknowledging  the  Truth 
©f  the  following  Relation,  (viz)  *  That  an 
Itinerant  Preacher,  of  the  Sedt  of  the  Me- 
ihodijh,  came  into  that  Country,   and  in  his 
Sermon  afTured  the  Hearers,  that  the  World 
would  be  at  an  End  on  fuch  a  Day :  to  which 
Prophecy  the  Old  Man  {D —  H—)  gave 
full  Credit,   let  down  his  Hedges,  turned 
his  Cattle    into    his    growing  Corn,   and 
made  no  Preparation  for  any  Tillage  for 
the  enfuing  Year>  as  being  wholly  taken 
up  in  fitting  himfelf  for-^e  D^/^"  yz/^^- 
ment :  the  Expedration  ot Which^giving  the 
Man  and  his  Wifi  i\q  fmall  Anxiety,''  one 
Morning  an  Apprenticcy  who  lived  in  the 

Family, 
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Family,  informed  the  Man  that  he  had 
had  a  Viflon  in  the  Night,  which  told  him, 
that  if  he  would  fubmit  to  it,  his  Sins 
fliould  be  expiated  by  S^'ourgir/g  j  and  that 
he  himfelj  was  deputed  by  the  Fijion  to  in- 
Aid:  the  DifcipUne  upon  him.  The  Old 
M^n  complied,  and  the  Appreiitice  gave 
him  forty  Stripes  fa'De  one  on  the  Buttocks 
with  a  Bundle  of  Willow-Rods  ;  and  the 
Old  Man  acknowledged,  that  the  Execu- 
tioner did  not  fpare  him,  but  applied  the 
Scourge  of  God  heartily.  The  Man's  Sins 
,being  thus  expiated,  the  next  Night  the 
Apprentice  had  a  fecond  Viflon^  directing 
the  Woman's  Sins  to  be  expiated  by  Fire 
and  Water.  Then  the  great  Kettle  was 
■fit  on  J  and  the  Water  heated  to  as  great 
Degree  as  the  Old  Woman  could  bear.  But 
whether  the  Lujlration  was  performed 
upon  the  fame  Part  to  which  the  Willoiis 
were  applied,  my  Friend  is  not  certain. — 
The  Wo7nan  is  fincc  dead  ;  but  the  Ap- 
pre?itice  is  ftill  alive,  as  w^ell  as  his  Ma  per ; 
and  (what  is  furprifing)  is  ftill  as  rigid  a 
Methodijl  as  before  ;  thougli  he  has  f>.iffered 
fo  much  by  liftening  to  the  Delufwns  of 
thefe  Wretches,  and  has  now  out'livcd  the 
Day  of  Judgment  by  at  leaft  three  T^earsS' 
Thus  it  appears  what  Force  the  Methodical 
Impojlures  of  Falje  Prophets  have  in  turn- 
ing the  Brain  j  and  of  how  little  avail  is 
manifefl  Failure  of  Predi^ion,  ( or  any 
D  2  othec 
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Other  Argument)   to  rcccoer  an  Enthufiafl 
to  his  Senfe.^. 

Mr.  fFeJIi-y  indeed  will  reckon  the  Me- 

3  jonrn.  thcdijls  to  bc  "  HO  otlierwife  jimdy  than  as 

P*  ^9"      being    convinced  of  Sin.''      Can    this    be 

faid  in  all  thefe  Cafes  ?  And  is  it  not  a 

ftrange    Sort   of   ConviBioUy    that  deprives 

People  of  their  Senfes,  inftead  of  bringijig 

them  to  their  Senfes  f    He  will  agree  too 

Tbid.     with  his  Friend,   "  in  making  no  Queftion 

P-  ^3-      but  Satan  may  exert  himfelf  on  fuch  Oc- 

cafions, — to  difparage  the  JVork  of  God,   as 

if  it  tended  to  lead  People  to  DifraBionS' 

So  Madam  Bourigmn  fays  concerning  one 

dijordered  hy  YQ2i6^mg  her  Writings,   ''  The 

Devil  endeavours  to  difcredit  them  as  you 

do,  making  fome   fufped:  that  they  might 

have  occafioned  Trouble  in  your  Husband's 

Mind." 

'Tis  ealily  faid,  that  Satan  raifeth  the 
falfe  Reports  of  Defpair  and  DiJiraBion 
among  the  Methodijis ;  and  equally  eafy  to 
fay,  that  he  really  induceth  thofe  mife- 
rable  Affedions.  But  one  Thuig  is  clear ; 
namely,  that  thofe  Difcafcs  which  cauje 
Enthufafm^  as  Melancholy,  Hyjlerics,  Hypo- 
chondriacs, have  in  themfelves  a  certain 
Degree  of  Madnefs,  and  that  Enthiifiafm 
and  Madnefs  are  but  the  fame  thing  in  dif- 
ferent Words :  That  violent  and  diforderly 
Fajjions  of  the  Mind,  or  intenfe  Thought 
upon  fome  particular  Thing,  ^c.  naturally 

lead 
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lead  into  Enthiifiajlic  Madnefs ;  and,  wlien 
ill  ExceJSy  really  become  (o.  For  which, 
were  I  difpofed  to  {hew  my  Learning,  I 
could  produce  ampld  Authorities.  —  That 
e'vil  Spirits^  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  cmife 
thefe  Diftempers  of  Mind  and  Body,  yet. 
make  their  Ad-vantage  of  them,  and  take 
occaiion  to  infufe  into  the  Suffeiers  the 
moft  gloomy  and  dreadful  Apprehenjiom 
andTe?'rorSy — this  alfo  hath  the  Sandion 
of  numerous  and  great  Authors.  And  I 
leave  others  to  confider  how  powerful  mull: 
be  the  EffeB,  wlien  fuch  a  dijlemperd  En- 
thiijiafm  is  perpetually  worked  into  the 
Brain  by  a  warm,  afliduous,  and  beloved 
Treacher-.  The  Greeks  talk  of  an  Enthu- 
fiajiic  Dijle/nper^  called  yLx'ky^oTvxo^  fJtcfMcL, 
a  Madnefs  ariling  from  the  Soujjd  of  Brafs : 
Pythagoras  in  particular  teacheth,  that  //^t' jambltc. 
Noife  of  Brafs  is  the  Voice  of  a  Dcemon.  P-  ^\- 
The   Methodijls    fhould    beware    of   fuch 

Brazen   Infiriiments.  After    all,    Mr. 

Wejley  fomewhere  defires,  that  *  at  leafl: 
they  fliould  be  allowed  to  be  Innocent 
Madmen :'  But  he  (liould  remember,  that 
Madmen  have  ftrange  Tendency  to  be 
cunniitg ;  and  are  apt,  when  Opportunity 
ferves,  to  be  milchicvous. 

For  Fear  of  being  caught  again  with- 
out my  Parallel^  out  of  an  hundred  In- 
flances  of  mad  Papalins  we  need  only 
mention    the  Seraphic    St.    Francis^    and 

the 
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Conform,  the  Glorious  Ignatius.  The  former  was 
Foi.  39,  ^jj^if^g^  down  in  a  //^r/5  Roojn  by  his  P«- 
r^;?/^,  and  deemed  out  of  his  Se?ifes  by  the 
Learned  and  the  Vulgar  ;  Icved  to  ftrip 
himfelf  fiaked  in  proof  of  his  hinocence  j  or 
appear  in  a  fantajiical  and  ?iajly  Drefi^  on 
purpofe  to  be  derided^  and  pelted  with  Dirt 
Maffei  by  the  Rabble.  —  The  latter  (as  all  the 
Vit.ignat.  jf^riters  of  his  Life  teftify )  was  intirely 
^  '^""^'^'in  the  fame  Cafe ;  and  was  fo  fond  of  the 
CharaBer  and  Treatment  of  a  Madman^ 
that  he  defired  to  march  out  into  the 
Streets,  naked,  and  with  Horns  upon  his 
Head,  and  counterfeit  Madnefs^  in  hopes 
of  being  befpattered  with  Dung  and  Filth. 
He  was  often  called  to  Account  by  Autho- 
rity for  Herefy,  Fanaticifm^  Impojlure  and 
Sedition.  And  both  of  thern  were  reck- 
oned, by  all  fiber  Papijls,  as  a  Couple  of 
crack-braifi  d  Enthufiajls  |  till  fome  cunnijig 
Managers  finding  what  life  might  be  made 
of  their  Enthifiafms,  they  iiifiantaneoufly 
fOfnf7ience  Saints  :  The  Pope,  upon  their 
Oath  of  Fidelity  to  him,  confirms  their 
Injiitutions  and  Societies  j  canonizeth  them, 
and  confers  vafl  Privileges  on  their  Orders, 
No  Protefta?it,  I  hope,  will  let  thefe  pafs 
for  Innocent  Madmen.  And  if  their  Follow- 
ers were  not  fo  over-driven,  like  Cattle, 
till  they  run  mad,  (as  I  am  convinced 
many  of  our  Methodijis  have  been)  the 

Differ. 
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Difference  turns    out    in   Favour    of  the 
Papiji, 

§.  5.  One  would  gladly  get  clear  of 
fuch  an  unhappy  and  dijagrceable  StibjcSf, 
But  there  is  no  attending  the  Progrejs  of 
Mtthodifm,  without  taking  in  other  fiock-- 
hjg  cmd  horrible  Things  belonging  to  the 
Hiftory  of  this  Jlrange  SeB.  Such  _  are 
their  "  Cryings  out,  Screamings,  Shriek- 
ings,  Roarin2;s,  Groanings,  Tremblings, 
Gnafliings,  Yellings,  Foamings,  ConvuU 
fions,  Swoonings,  Droppings,  Blafphemies, 
Curfes,  dying  and  defpairing  Agonies,  Va- 
riety of  Tortures  in  Body  and  Mind." 

Give  me  leave  to  recite  them  in  Mr. 
Wejley^  own  Words,  as  they  occur  in  his 
Joiirnah :   "  A  Woman  fuddenly  cried  out  3  Journ. 
as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death,  continued  foP'S-^- 
for  fome  Time,  with  all  the  Signs  of  the 
fharpefl  Anguilh.— 0«^  felt  as  it  were  the     27. 
piercing  of  a  Sword,  and  could  not  avoid 
crying  out  even  in  the  Street. — One  cried     40. 
out   aloud,  with  the   utmoft   Vehemence, 
even  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death.     Two 
others  conftrained  to  roar,  feized  with  great 
Pain  ;  another,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of  Hell. 
— -A  young  Man  fuddenly  feized  with  vio-     41. 
lent  Trembling  all  over,    funk  down    to 
the  Ground. — One,  and  another,  and  ano-     4'- 
ther  funk  to  the  Earth.     They  dropt  on 
every    Side  as  Thulider-ftruck.      One    fo 

wounded 
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wounded  with  the  Sword   of  the    Spirit, 
that  you   would  have  imagined   flie  could 
3  Journ.  not  Hve  a  Moment. — A  Woman  broke  out 
^^^■'^^*    into  flrong  Cries,    great  Drops   of  Sweat 
ran  down  her  Face,    and   all   her   Bones 
fhook      A  ^mker  dropt  down  as  Thun- 
der-ftruck,  in  an  Agony  terrible  to  behold. 
44-      Another  Perfon  reeled  four  or  five  Steps, 
and  then  dropt  down.  —  One  fallen  ravincr 
mad,— changed  Colour,  fell  off  his  Chairt 
fcreams  terribly,    beats  himfelf  again  ft  the 
Ground,  his  Breaft  heaving  as  in  the  Pangs 
of  Death,  roaring  out,  '  O I    thou  Devil, 
Legion   of   Devils,  e?c.'  — Three  Perfons 
4^'-      almoft  at  once  funk  down  as  dead. — One, 
and  -another,  and    another,  was  ftruck  to 
5^-      the  Earth,    exceedingly  trembling.     Ano- 
ther dropt  down,  —  a  little  Boy  feized  in 
the   fame  Manner:  A  young  Man,  fixing 
his  Eyes  upon  him,  funk  down  himfelf  al 
one  dead,  roared,  beat  himfelf  againft  the 
Ground  -,    fix  Men  could  fcarce  hold  him. 
Others  began   to  cry  out,    infom.uch  that 
all  the  Houfe  (and  indeed  all  the  Street 
58.      for  fome  Space)  was  in  an  Uproar. — Some 
funk  down   to  the  Earth  j  others  exceed- 
ingly trembled   and    quaked  ;    fome   toni 
with  a  convulfive  Motion  in   every   Part 
of  their  Bodies,  fo  violently,  that  four  or 
five  Perfons  could   not  hold  one  of  them. 
A  Woman,  greatly  offended  at  this,  dropt 
down  in  as  violent  an  Agony  as  the  reft. 

Twenty. 
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Twenty-fix  of  thofe  thus  affeded  came, 
&c. —  while  I  was  fpeaking,  One  dropt  5,, 
down  as  dead,  prefently  a  Second,  and  a 
Third :  Five  others  funk  down,  moft  of 
them  in  violent  Agonies,  in  the  Pains  of 
Hell,  and  Snares  of  Death  :  One  an  Hour 
in  ftrong  Pain  j  one  or  two  more  for  three 
Days. — Sighs  and  Groans  which  could  not 
be  uttered,  —  grievous  Terrors  of  Mind, 
with  ftrong  Trembling. — Three  Perfons  6«; 
terribly  felt  the  Wrath  of  God  :  Sev^en  or 
eight  conftrained  to  roar  aloud. — A  young  64, 
Woman  funk  down  in  a  violent  Agony 
of  Body  and  Mind,  and  five  or  fix  other 
Perfons  i  again,  eight  or  nine  more ;  a  Girl 
thus  touched,  and  next  her  Mother  dropt 
down,  and  loft  her  Senfes  in  a  Moment. — 

Mr.   Whitefidd  preachings  four   Perfons     65- 
funk  down  almoft  in  the  fame  Moment  j 
One  lay  without  Senfe  or  Motion ;  a  Se- 
cond trembled  exceedingly  ;  the  Third  had 
ftrong  Convulfions  all  over  his  Body ;  the 
Fourth  equally  convulfed. —  Two  more  in     63." 
ftrong  Pain,    Souls  and  Bodies-  well-nigh 
torn  afunder.     Another  ftruck  through  as 
with  a  Sword,  fell  trembling  to  the  Ground, 
in  Crying  and  Pain  ion  twelve  or  fourteen 
Hours.  —  Two  feized  with  ftrong  Pains,     73' 
four  the  next  Evening,  the  fame  Number 
on  Monday.  —  The  Enemy  began  to  tear 
her,  fo    that   ftie  fcreamed   out  as  in  the 
Pangs  of  Death^ — A  young  Woman  in  a     ^g. 
E  deep 
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83-  deep  Agony,  her  Sorrow  and  Fear  too  big 
for  Utterance,  funk  down  to  the  Ground. 
Only  Sis^hs  and  Groans  fliewed  (lie  was  a- 
live.  Many  roared,  utterly  refufing  to  be 
comforted.  —  Others  felt  the  two-edged 
Sword  ;   one  in  great  Torment  all  Night  j 

87.      — one  or  two  Pcrfons  tormented  in  an  un- 

^^-  accountable  Manner,  lunatic  and  fore  vex- 
ed;   another  flrangely  torn  by   the   Devil. 

,,2.      — A  young  Woman  on  the  Bed,  two  or 

53,  three  Perfons  holding  her;  Anguiih,  Horror 
and  Defpair,  above  all  Defcription^  m  her 
pale  Face.  A  thoufind  Diftortions  fliewed 
how  the  Dogs  of  Hell  were  gnawing 
her  Heart;  her  Shrieks  not  to  be  en- 
dured, file  fcreamed  out,  *  I  am  damn'd, 
damn'd,  lofi:  for  ever,  C?r.'  Another  young 
Woman  began  to  roar  out  as  loud  as  Jhe 

94-  had  done. — A  Woman  lay  on  the  Ground 
furioufly  gnafhing  her  Teeth,  roaring  aloud, 
—  not  eafy  for  three  or  four  Perfons  to 
hold  her ;  fcreaming,  then  breaking  out 
into  a  horrid  Laughter,  mixed  with  Blaf- 

95.  phemy  and  Curfing.  —  Another  Woman 
burlT:  out  into  a  horrid  Laughter ;  —  her 
Pangs  increafed,  fo  that  one  would  have 
imagined,  by  the  Violence  of  the  Throes, 
her  Body  mu  ft  have  been  fluttered  to 
Pieces. — Two  more  fell  into  a  ftrange 
Aphony,  and  violent  Convullions,  which 
Words  cannot  defcrihe,  with  Cries  and 
Groans  too  horrid  to  be  born;  we  prayed, 

'  till 
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till  L — y  C — r's  Agonies  fo  increafed,   that 
Ihe  feemed  in  the  Pangs  of  Death. 

A  Woman,  who  had  been  much  tempt-  Wcney 
ed  of  the  Devil^  funk  down  as  one  dead,  4  Joyrn. 
motionlefs,    breathlefs,    Puife   hardly    dif-^'  ^^' 
cernible.  — The  Spirit  of  Laughter  was   fb     58. 
among  us,  that  poor  L —  S —  fometlmes 
laughed   till  ahnoft  flrangled  ;  then  broke 
out  into  Curfing  and   Blafpheming;  then 
ftamped    and    flruggled     with    incredible 
Strength,  fo  that  four  or  five  could  fcarce 
hold  her  ;  then  cried  out, —  O  that  I  had 
no  Soul  ! — Two  more  feized  in  the   lame 
Manner,  laughing  almoft  without  ceafing, 
thus  continuing  for  two  Days  a  Spedlacle 
to   all.  —  Between   two  and   ^hree  in   the  ,-1,52. 
Morning  I  was  waked, —  and  immediately 
heard  fuch  a  confufcd  Noife,  as  if  a  Num- 
ber of  Men  were  all  putting  to  the  Sword, 
—  roaring  aloud,  loud  and  bitter  Cries.  — 
Others  drop  down  in  violent  Agonies, 

Several  dropt    to    the    Ground,    as   if 5  Jou^n. 
ftruck   by  Lightning;    fome   cried  out  in'^'^" 
Bitternefs  of  Soul,— While  I  was  fpeaking, 
feveral    dropt    down    as    dead.  —  Several  jf.  78. 
conftrained  to  roar  aloud. — A  Woman  roar-     85. 
ing  in  a  flrange  Manner,  her  Tongue  bang- 
ing out  of  her  Mouth,  and  her  Face  dif- 
torted  into  the  moft  terrible  Form." 

This,  Reader^    is   a   faithful   Collecflion 
of  Cafes  from  Mr.  JVeJleys  Journals.    But 
(as  He  fays  on  another  Occafion)    "  What+  1°"''"' 
E  2  a  Scene^'  ^^' 
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a  Scene  is  here  dlfclofed  ?  And  again  (in 
his  Account  of  a  Moi?)  Can  you  join  Heart 
'or  Hands  with  thefe  any  longer?    With 
fuch  a — Rabble-rout,  roaring  and  raging,  as 
if  they  were  juft  broke  ioofe,    with  their 
Captain  Jpollyoji,   from  the  hottomkfs  Pit  ?" 
Nor  muft  Mr.  Whitefield  pafs  without 
3  Journ.  his  Contribution  :    "  who  (as  Mr.  M'^ejley 
^^^'  ^'   relates)   had  fome  ObjcBiom  againft  thefe 
outward  Signs^  ^c.  but  had  now  an  Op- 
portunity of  informing  himfelf  better.    For 
in  his  Sermoft  four  Perfons  funk  down  clofe 
to  him,  almoft  in  the  fame  Moment.   One 
lay  without  Senfe  or  Motion  :   A  Second 
trembled  exceedingly  :  A  Third  has  Con- 
vulfions   all   over  his  Body :  The  Fourth 
Whltef.  equally  convulfed." — Whether  proper  Per- 
v^Z,  28, ^°^^  ^^^^  '^^^  prepared  to  convince  him,  I 
38,42, 44.  know  not.     But  he  is  afterwards  full  of 
Journ.  7.  thg  ^2j^g  dreadful  Cries,   Convulfions,  and 

p.   1 2     C7  

60.  '     'other  bodily  Tortures,  attending  his  Ser- 
mons. 

Mr.  Brainerdy  ( a  Sort  of  Scofcb  Me- 
thodi/I;  employed  to  the  Indians)  gives  the 
Journ.  following  Account :  "  Nor  has  there  been 
P-  39-4 1-  any  plaufible  Objetlion  againfl  this  Work, 
in  Regard  to  the  Manner.  —  The  Convic- 
tions ^f  their  Sin  and  Mifery  have  indeed 
produced  many  Tears,  Cries,  and  Groans : 
but  there  has  been  no  Appearance  of  thofe 
Convulfions^  bodily  Agonies ^  frightful  Scr earn- 
ings^ Swoof2i7igSj  &c.  which  have  been  fo 

much 
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much  complained  of  in  other  Places.  — 
None  frightened  with  a  fearful  Noife  of 
Hell  and  Damnation; — no  coftvidfive,  ec^ 
Jlatic,  ov  flighty  appearances -^ — no  boifle- 
roiis  Cornmctiom'' 

This,  no  doubt,  is  a  Fling  at  Mr.  JVefley*s 
Accounts  'y  which  are  in  Truth  too  Jhock^ 
ing  and  terrible  to  be  written,  or  read, 
without  Horror  and  Fain  of  Mind:  And 
one  would  really  imagine,  that  Bedlam 
was  let  loofe,  and  all  the  Hypochondriac 
and  Hyjiericaly  Epileptic,  Ccnvtdfed,  Feveredy 
Delirious,  Bewitched,  and  Fojjejj'ed  Perfons 
were  fummoned  from  all  Quarters  of  the 
Nation, 

But  to  what  Caiifes  fhall  we  afcribe 
thefe  furprizijig  and  frange  Appearances 
and  EffeSfs  f  I  am  perfuaded  (and  can  with 
Cer-tainty  fpeak  for  myfelf)  that  we  know 
not  enough  of  Nature,  and  the  Ways  and 
Works  of  Providence ;  —  of  the  Powers^ 
Extent  and  Boundaries  of  Natural  Enthu- 
fiafm ;  of  Diforders  m  Body  or  Mind  ;  of 
fuperior  Spirits,  good  and  evil ;  of  Ecjia- 
cies.  Raptures,  and  Vifions ;  of  (  fuppofed 
or  real)  Witchcrafts,  and  diabolical  Fofjef- 
fions ;  of  Magic  and  Sorcery  -,  or  even  of 
Counterfeits,  and  jug  ling  Jmpo/iures  ;  and 
-  the  Hke  :  —  We  are  not,  I  fay,  fufficiently. 
acquainted  with  thefe  Things,  fo  as  to  de- 
termine precifely  to  what  Catfe  we  fhould 
afcribCj  and  how  account  for,  every  Parti- 
cular 
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eular  of  thefe  flrange  and  amazing  Narra^ 
thes  of  Mr.  V/c/Iey ;  which  have  fo  large 
a  Share  in  the  Progrefs  of  Mcthodijm,  But 
this  I  know,  and  will  prove^  that  his  niohole 
Account  is  all  of  a  Piece  with  the  extra- 
vagant  Schemes  and  ConduB  of  the  7nnjl  Fa- 
natical  Enthuflajls^  and  wicked  Impojlors, 
among  the  Papijls. 

The  Facii  and  Circumjlances  are  fo  many 
and  extraordinary  j  arifing  from  fuch  dif- 
ferent CatfeSy  and  producing  fuch  Variety 
Ki{  EffeBs',  pretendedly  ferving  to  the  good 
End  of  Regeneration^  MiracIeSy  &c. —  that 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  confider  more  dif- 
tindly  feveral  of  the  Cafes ;  which  I  fhall 
mark  numerically^  for  the  Sake  of  fome 
Remarks,  and  Faralkls,  as  I  go  along. 

§.  6.  And,  bdcaufe  a  miraculous  Interpo- 
fition  is  frequently  to  be  called  in,  as  a 
Remedy  of  thefe  fore  Evils ;  I  (hall  pre- 
viouily  take  fome  Notice  (in  Addition  to 
what  I  obferved  before,  Compar.  Part  2d. 
Pag.  43. — )  of  the  Methodifs  Pretenfions 
to  Miraculous  GiftSy  and  Supernatural  Cures 
obtained  by  their  Merits  and  Interceffions. 
Mr.  Uloifejield  indeed  hath  often  and  open- 
ly dilclaimed  all  Power  and  Pretenfions  of 
working  Miracles  among  them.  But  Mr. 
Wcjlcyy  as  ufually  \\\  fimilar  Cafes,  is  more 
myjlerious  and  equivocal.  Let  us  fee  ho\v 
he  mumbles  this  ThifJe.     Being  called  upon 

to 
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to  {hew  Miracles  in  Confirmation  of  his 
fuppofed  divine  Mifjiorij    Injpiration^    &c. 
what  is  his  Plea  ?    "  We  cafinofy  and  there- Lafi  App. 
fore  we  need  not,  be  Hke  the  ^po/iks,  inP^S-  'o?- 
working  outward  Miracles. — It  is  utterly?.  122-4. 
unreafonable  and  abfurd  to  require  or  ex- 
pert the  Proof  of  Miracles. — Miracles  are 
quite  needlefs  in  fuch  a  Cafe  :    there  may 
be  repcLTx  '4'ivS'y?,  Lying  Miracles^  Miracles 
wrought  in  Support  of  FaKhood." — Being 
told,    there  is  no   need  of  fuppofing  the 
Recoveries   (of  the  Methodijis  in  a  Moment 
from  their  Fits)  to  be  Miracles,  he  fhortly 
replies,    '  Who  ajirms   there  is?'  —  AndAnfw.  to 
cannot  I  be  acquitted  from  Enthufiafm,  tillp/'^^^''' 
I  prove  by  Miracles  that  I  am  in  a  State  of    45. 
Salvation  ?" 

This,  one  would  imagine,  vitve  giving 
up  the  Claim  of  MiracUs :  —  In  Conformity 
with  his  Acquaintance,  Madatn  Bourignon^ 
on  whom  her  Followers  would  have  fixed 
the  Gift  of  Miracles  j  which  (he  renounceth 
in  the  fame  Manner,  as  needlefs^  &c.  "  I 
blefs  God  for  her  Recove^-y,  We  mull 
never  attribute  fuch  Things  to  Miracles : 
for  the  greatefl:  Part  of  thofe  that  are  done 
are  wrought  by  the  Devil."  They  who 
feek  for  Miracles y  will  undoubtedly  find 
them  with  him  (the  Devil.)  But  the 
Chriflian  Truth,  and  Evangelical  DoSlrinCy 
want  no  Miracles. — As  to  all  now  called 
Miracles^    and   evdn   approved  as   fuch,  I 

have 
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have  no  Opinion  of  them,  being  for  the 
moft  part  performed  by  the  Devil,  or  at 
leafl  Cheat  and  Dehifwn:'  [Light  in  Dark- 
nefs.  Part  3d.  Letter  15,  and  23.] 

I  have,  however,    alvi^ays  thought  and 

faid,  that  Mr.  Wejley  never  woxxXd^fmcerely 

renounce  the  Claim  of  Miracles  5  but  only 

prevaricate   and  equivocate.      Accordingly 

we  fliall  now  fee  him  begin  to  turn  about ^ 

end  double.     Being  charged  with  relating 

Laft  li^n.iniraculous  Cures  himfelf,  he  replieth,  "  I 

p.  123.     relate  juft  what  I  faw  ;  —  and  this  is  true, 

that  fome  of  thofe  Circumftances  feem  to 

go   beyofid  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  JSature* 

But   I    do    not    peremptorily    determine, 

whether  they  v^tvQ  fupernatural,  or  no." 

Anfw.  to     "  I  have  fet  down  the  FaBs]\idi  as  they 

Church,    v^^ere,  paffing^7zo  Judgment  upon  them  my- 

p-  44*      ^gj£^  ^j^^  leaving  every  Man  elfe  to  judge  as 

he  pleafes." 

What  Judgment  will  follow  from  the 

Partiality  and  Credulity  of  his  Admirer Sy 

he  cannot  be  ignorant :    For,  like  IgnatiiiSy 

5  joarn.   "  he  knows  the  People  with  whom  he 

^"  ^*      has  to  do."     But  is  it  true^  that  he  pafTeth 

Anfvv.  xano   Judgment^     Hear  himfelf,    "  I   look 

Church,    upon  fome  of  thefe  Cafes  (the  Diforders 

^'  ^^'      and  Removals  of  People's  falling  into  Fits) 

as  wholly  iiatural ;   on  the  reft  as  7nix'd\ 

both  the  Diforder  and  the  Removal  being 

partly  natural^  and  partly  not."    Is  this  his 

710    Judgment  1    And    is    he  not  got  too 

half' 


half  Way  into  the  miraculous?  We  fliall 
fee  him  getting  over  the  other  half  by- 
large  Strides,  and  laying  full  Claim  to  mi- 
raculous Operations  \  plainly  and  fully  pafling 
liis  own  Judgment,  even  where  he  fays, 
''  he  paifeth  none.''  And  though  he  may 
not  ufe  the  very  Word,  Miracle^  or  Mira- 
culous^ he  fpeaks  in  Terms  equivale?Jt^  and 
of  as  well  known  Signification. 

Many  of  his  Cures  are  faid  to  be  *^  /«- 
fianta?iccus,    and    the    Patient   relieved  in 
Body  and  Mind  in  a  Moment -,*   which  is 
one  Mark  of  a  Miracle.  —  After  mention- 
ing  fome  Methodifts  who    were  delivered 
"  from  Jlrong  Pain,  —  as  the  Agonies  of^^  joum. 
Death,  —  out  of  the  Belly  of  Hell;'"  heP^g-  40- 
immediately   fubjoins,    "  fo   many    living 
IVittieJJes  hath  God  given,  that  his  Hand  is 
flill  ftretched  out  to  heal,    and   that  Signs 
and  Wonders  are  even  now  wrought   by  his 
Holy  Child  Jefusr  -^  *'  When   both  her  Page  43. 
Soul  and  Body  were  healed  in  a  Moment, 
he  (a  Phyfician)  acknowledged  the  Finger 
of  God:''  Thus  faid  the  Pope  of  St.  Ig-  Myfter. 
imtius,    after   attentively    looking    on    his  Jefuic. 
Hand?,  "  This  is  the  Finger  of  God-,  I  fee  P-'3- 
nothins;  in  thofe  Hands  but  the  Fijtgers  of 
God:'  ^ 

What  fnall   we  fay  to  Mr.  Wefiey's  own 
Cure?  "  Befides  the  Pain  in  my  Back  and 4  joum; 
Head, —  I  was  fcized  with  fuch  a  Cough,  P-  83- 
that  I  could   hardly  fpeak.     At   the  fame 
p  time 
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time  came  llrongly  into  my  Mind,  thefe 
Sigfis  fliall  follow  them  that  believe.  —  I 
called  on  yi^/^i  aloud, — and  while  I  v/as 
Ipeaking,  my  Pain  vaniflied  away;  my 
Fever  left  me."  —  Thus  fays  St.  Terejcij 
Vita,  Svo.  c<  Qj^  2i  certain  Day  giving  myfelf  to  Prayery 
^'  ^^^"  I  felt  fo  great  Pain  in  my  Head,  that  I 
could  not  pray  :  then  the  Lord  faid  to  me, 
*  Though  you  could  not  fpeak  to  me,  I 
was  fpeaking  to  you  j'  and  the  Hcad^ach 
entirely  went  off." 

Thefe  Inftances  are  fufficient ;  though 
more  might  be  brought ;  he  having  repre- 
fented  almofl  all  their  Cures  as  fiipernatiiral, 
and  with  the  Air  of  a  Miracle.  Upon 
the  whole,  with  Regard  to  Miracles,  Mr. 
Wcjley  has  got  a  Wolf  by  the  Ears,  which 
he  cannot  fafely  either  hold,  or  let  go. 

Popifi  Pretenfions  of  this  Nature  are  fo 
numerous,  that  we  need  not  be  particular  ; 
there  is  no  dipping  into  a  Lcgc?id,  with- 
out opening  upon  a  thumping  Miracle  ; 
they  are  fome  of  their  chief  Marks  of  the 
true  Church  :  nor  is  there  any  Way  to 
Saintflnp  and  Canonization  without  them. 
And  yet  modefl  and  Jenfibk  Fapijh  have 
long  been  afliamed  of  them,  as  done  out 
of  Oftentatlon,  Avarice,  and  Cheat :  While 
the  Methodijh  are  taking  up  with  their 
Leavings,  and  the  very  Rcfuje  of  their 
Impojlures. 

The 
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r\\t  JI:uffli?ig  Condud:  of  Mr.  Wcf.cy,  m 
grcing  lipj  or  maintaining  the  Power  of 
Miracles ;  his  alternate  finking  and  rifing 
(like  a  IDiick  divi?2g  under  Water  when 
in  Danger  of  being  caught,  and  popping 
zip  its  Head  again  at  a  proper  Diltance) 
puts  me  in  Mind  of  his  Pattern,  the  FoinuU 
er   of  the  "Jejiiits. 

Ribadcncira,  in    his  firft  Life  of  Igna-  Bartol. 
tins,  is  very  fparing  of  his  Miracles,  as  be-^''^-  ^S"- 
ino;  not  (though  he  knew  the  Saint  very 
well)  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  Truth  of  ^J^l; 
them  i  and  arguing  that  they  were  U777ie-i^zg.  ^j. 
cefary.     But  fome  Years  afterwards,  when  Ribadcn. 
the  Projed  was  formed  for  \\\'=>  Canoniza-'^^'i' '-.W 
tion,   and  his  Order  to  be  exalted  for  the 
Advancement  of  the  Papacy  ;   immediately 
a  Brood  of  Miracles  is  hatched,   in  his  fecond 
Life,  to   the  Number  of  a  Hundred,  and 
thoJe  teftiiied  upon  Oath, 

I    remember   ahb,    (  in    Analogy  to   the 
occafional   Swellings  and  Sinkings  both  of 
Mefieiirs  Whitefield  and  Wefey,  to  ferve  a 
prefent  Turn)  a  ^wonderful  Story  recorded 
of  St.  Francis  Xaijier,  the  Jefuited  Apoftle^o^'^oax-:^ 
cfthe  Indies,     "  In  baptizing  the  converted  ^'J^p°^ 
Indians,   he  did  mamfeftly,   but  gradually,\2.<^.bzi. 
fivell  to  a  gigantic  Size,  to  the  Afoniffmient  ^^'''^'' 
of  the  Spectators :  but  as  foon  as  he  had  paa.  -cj. ' 
fnifhcd  his   Ofice,  he  dwindled  again  into 
his  natural  Proportion,  finking  into  him- 
felf." 

F  2  §.7.   Were 
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§.  7.  Were  we  to  furvey  Mr.  IVeJley  m 
}]is  77iagnlfied  Stature^  and  arrayed  with  the 
Coriifcation  of  Miracles^  we  {hould  take  in 
the  full  Number  of  his  tits^  and  their  Re- 
C^^ 'h°  ;;wWi  i  which,    he    fays,  were  about  two 
p,  43.  '    loundred : — The  very  fame  Number,  which 
Boiihours  fays  were  well-attefled^    ( though 
'         not  all  upon  Oath)  of  Miracles  performed 
by   Ignatius.     And    if,     fince   Mr.    Wejley 
gave  the  above  Account,  fuch  Cafes  have 
continued  in  Proportion ;   they  may  have 
rifen  by  this  Time  to  a  TImifand,     As  if 
he   would   not    barely  emulate,  but  exceed 
both  St.  Francis  and  St.  Ignatius ;  as  much 
as   they  have  been   declared   to    exceed  in 
miraculous  Operations^  not  only  Mofcs^   but 
Chrijt,    and  all  bis  Apojiles.     But  it   may 
fufBce  to  produce  fome  fpecial  Cafes y  which 
will  afford  ample  Matter  of  Ol?fervation. 
Wcfley        [No.  I.]  "  A  zealous  Oppofer  defired  to 
^a    "s"    fpeak  with  me  immediately.     He  had  all 
the  Sig72s  oj  fettled  De/pair.     He  fa  id  he 
had   been  enflaved    to   Sin   many   Years ; 
Had   long  ufed  all   the   Means  of  Grace, 
conftantly  gone  to  Church  and  Sacrament^ 
read   the    Scripture ^    ufed    much    private 
Prayer^  and  yet  was    nothing  profited.      I 
defired  we  might  join  in  Prayer.     After  a 
fliort  Space  his  Countenance  was  no  longer 
fad.     He  faid,  *  now   I   know   God  hath 
forgiven  my  Sins :  —  Chrifl  hath  fet  me 

free :' 
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free  :'    And  accordiii<r  to  bis  Faith  if  -was 
unto  him.'"     He  hath  fuch  another  Inftancc 
of   the  "   Converfion  of  one  above  mea-^^^'''^T 
fure  enraged  at  this  new  Way  :   He  defines^,  {°'^'"' 
her  to  join  with  him  in  Prayer ; —  (he  falls 
into  extreme  y^gonies, —  foon  after   knows 
that  Chrift  had  forgiven  her  j  —  from  that 
Hour  a  Believer." 

Here  you  fee  a  notable  Fling  at  all  the 
Means  of  Grace,  Church,  Sacrament,  Scrip- 
ture, Prayer  :  they  profited  ?20thing.  No- 
thing will  do  but  the  good  Mr.  Wejley's  In- 
terceffion :  All  the  Honour  is  referved  for 
this  "Particular  Sai?7t :  He  alone  cureth, 
and  that  by  a  Miracle,  ufing  the  fime  Ex- 
prcjion  with  Chrijl,  when  he  worked  by  a 
divine  Poiver, 

Tiius  "  the  Devils  that  infefted  ig-«^- Ribaden. 
tius'^   College  could    not    be   expelled    byP' 5'^^'' 
Prayer,  Mafs,  Holy  Water,  Exorcifms,  Re- 
licks ; —  but   abfolutely  and   finally   drove 
away   by  his  Merits.  —  Again,  one  jfohn     547. 
Paul  was  fo  opprefled,  that  he  could  fcarce 
breathe  ,   and  could  find  no  Peace  or  Com- 
fort   from   'Prayer,     Sacrajncnts,    or    good 
Works :    but  St    Ignatius,    by   t^d)0  Words, 
wiped  away,  as  it  were  Vv-ltli  his  Hand?, 
all  his  Trouble  and  Difc^uict."  —  In  Tur- 
felin's  Lauretana  Hijioria  we  read  of  *'  ^P.'g  73. 
Woman  pofjejjed,  who  having  tried  in  vain 
divers  Saints.,  and  the  moft  folemn    Rites 
of  the   Church,    applies   to   the   Virgin    of 

Loretto  ; 
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Loretto  ;  where  the  Devils  depart  with  la- 
mentable Holdings  and  Groans^  "  Mary\ 
Mary  !  flie  has  ejecfled  us."  Indeed  'tis 
very  common  to  find  fome  Dijlempers  a?id 
Devils  io  obftinate,  that  they  will  never 
yield,  but  to  aggrandize  the  Character  of 
ibmc  particular  Saint ^  or  Order. 
Weiley  [No.  2.]  Here  follows  another  Knglfie 
I  J°"^"-  to  raife  up  Mr.  Wejley\  Name.  *'  A 
^akcr,  difpleafed  at  the  Dijjimidation  of 
thefe  Creatures,  [the  Screamers,  Droppers, 
6?^.]  was  biting  his  Lips,  and  knitting  his 
Brows,  when  he  dropt  down  as  Tbimder- 
jiriick.  His  Agony  was  terrible  to  behold. 
We  befought  God  not  to  lay  Folly  to  his 
Charge.  And  he  foon  lifted  up  his  Head, 
and  cried  aloud,  *  Now  I  knov/,  "Thou  art 
a  Prophet  of  the  Lord." 

'Tis  very  poflible  this  may  be  all  com- 
pact.  But,  however  that  be,  Mr.  IVefley 
readily  catcheth  at  his  iuft  T^itle  of  a  Pro- 
<  Joum.  p/x't ',  and  more  plainly  elfewhere  :  For  "  a 
P-  ''-•  JVoman  that  was  a  Si?mer  having  lent  him 
a  C07ivcnie72t  Place  for  Preaching,  he  de- 
clares, '  Thou  poor  Sinner,  T^hou  hafl  re^ 
ceived  a  Prophet  in  the  Najne  of  a  Prophet, 
and  art  found  of  him  that  fcnt  him.'' 

This  Peft  of  Vanity  flicks  fo  clofe,  that 
he  cannot  help  Ihevving  what  ^  great  Man 
Ibid,     he  is  ftill  farther;   '*  I  obferve,  the  PopiJl:> 
Priefi  knew  well,  how  much  it  would  be 
for  the  Intereft  of  his  Church  to  have  me 

accounted 
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accounted  a  Member  of  it."  —  WIthont 
Doubt,  the  Pope  and  Cardinals  would  be 
in  high  Raptures. 

Hoc  Ithacus  velit^  &  magno  merceiitur  Atridce, 

After  preaching,   the  People  were  ready  to 
tread  me  under  Foot,    out  of  pure  Love     T^yrn 
and  Kindnefs : — In  going  to  Church  well-  p.  107 " 
corned  with  a   hztd  Huzza.  —  As  I  was      ox 
preaching,  a  Collier  h^%zn  Jimiting  a-main 
for  "Joy ;  their  ufual  Token  of  Approbation 
was  clapping  me  on  the  Back:'     So  potent 
are  the  Proofs  of  his  di'oine  Mijfion. 

§.  8.  [No.  3.]  But  we  may  hkewife 
have  a  Sight  of  our  Wonder-monger,  fitting 
in  the  Seat  of  the  Great  Searcher  of  Hearts. 
For  thus  he  maketh  out  his  Claim.  "  As  4  joum. 
I  was  expounding  the  12th  of  the  ^6?^,  P-S^- 
a  young  Man,  with  fome  others,  rullicd  in', 
curfing  and  fwearing  vehemently;  and  fo 
difturbed  all  near  him,  that  they  put  him. 
out.  I  obferved  it,  and  called  to  let  him 
co7ne  in,  that  our  Lord  might  bid  his  Chains 
jail  of.  As  fcon  as  the  Sermon  was  over, 
he  came  and  declared  before  us  al),  "  That 
he  was  a  Smuggler,  then  going  on  in  this 
Work,  as  his  Difguife,  and  the  great  Bag 
he  had  with  him,  fliewed.  But  he  faid, 
he  mult  never  do  this  more ;  for  he  was 
now  refolved,  to  have  the  Lord  for  his  God." 

In 
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In  this  Cafe  'tis  evident,  either  that  there 
was  CoUufion  and  Combination^  which  Mr. 
Wejley  furely  will  not  admits  or  elfe  that 
he  knoweth  the  Secrets  of  the  Man's  Hca7't^ 
that  he  would  become  a  Convert ;  as  well 
as  the  Mind   of  Chi'ifi^   who  would  make 
him  fuch.     And  why  ihould  he  fall  fliort 
RJbaden.  q{  jj^^  Forefathers^   For  we  read,  "  that  a 
ju..  3 1.    <j^^,^  jj-,  |.j^g  fejiiifs  College  at  Kojne^  feemcd 
once  to  be  converted  ^  but  afterwards  be- 
came fitricus,    and    refolved    to    be   gone, 
faying,    '  he   would    not   be   a    Chriftian.' 
The  Holy  Father  Ignatius  only  called  for 
him,  and  faid,   *  Stay  with   us  Ifaac^'  and 
in  a  Moment  he  was  quieted  and  gentle  as 
a  Lamb''  —  Our    next   Tarallel  will   be 
Specol.    clofer.      *'  St.   Dominic  having   convi(fLed 
Exempl.  foniePerfons  of  ZZt7v/y,  and  dehvered  them 
Peicr  de   to  the  jecular  Arm  j    as  they  were  gomg 
Natal,      to  be  burned^  he  fpieth  one  among  them, 
■'■       'in  whom  difcerning  a  Ray  of  Predeflina- 
tion,  he  ordereth  him  not  to  be  burned, 
but  to  be  delivered  back  to  the  Holy  Office ; 
where  he  fays  to|  him,  *  I  know,  my  Son, 
thou  wilt  yet  be  a  good  Man,  and  a  Saiiit.' 
He  was  injlantly  illuminated^    and  became 
of  the  Order  of  Fryer's  Preachers." —  Nor 
Bonavent.  muft  St.  Francis  be  omitted,   "  who  fore- 
Lfgend.    fQl^  the  Converfion  of  feveral  Perfons,  with 
cap.  11.    ij^j'^iiiii^,  Xruth,  to  Chr'i/i,  who  were  as  yet 
Conform,  pervtrfe." —  "  Becaufe  Saint  Francis  follow^ 
Fol.  278.  ^^  Chrif  to  Perfedlion ',    God,    by  uniting 

him  felf 
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himfelf  to  him,  and  making  him  one  Spirit 
with   him  by  Tra?jsformationj  revealed  his 
own  Senfe  to  him :  not  only  making   him 
a  Prophet^    in  feeing  and  knowing  future 
T^hings^  and  difta?it ;  but  more  than  a  Pro* 
phetj  in  refpedt  of  knowing  the   Secrets  of 
Men's  Hearts.     Of  which  there  are  divers 
Ifijiances.' — "  By  a  certain  Spiritual  Sign  he  Conform. 
knew   who    would    be  Javedy    and    who  ?•  ^39- 
damnedy    and  ivhen.  —  A  Brother  under  a 
grievous  Temptation  fancied   he  flionld  be 
cured  by  the  Parings  of  St.  Francis's  Nails :     278. 
St.   Franclsy  knowing  this   at   a  Diftance, 
takes  a  Pair  of  Sclfars,  cuts  fome  Pa?'lngs, 
and   fends    them ;    and  the  Man  was  ?'??- 
Jiantly  cured  of  the   Temptation."      And 
as  it  would   he  the  utmoft  Partiality   to 
deny  the  Fttnale  Saints  the  Knowledge  of 
fuch  curious   Secrets-,  —  We  find   the   in- 
fplred    Bourlg7ion    laying    in    her    Claim ; 
**  If  I  perceive  the  moft  hidden  Thoughts 
of  your  Hearts,  whence  can  this  conie  but 
from   God    alone  ? "    Light   In    Darknefs, 
Part  I.  Letter  i. —  M.  of  Pazzl   "  pene-     Life, 
trated  into  the  mod  hidden  Folds  of  other  ^°-  44'- 
People's  Confclences.'"  —  "  One  of  St.  C^-Ribaden. 
tharlne's  Prerogatives  was,  to  know  whe-  ^^^'  '^' 
ther  other  People  were  in  a  State  of  Grace, 
or  not :  She  could  read  their  Minds,  and 
clearly    underhand   all  that  was  in  them. 
She  knew^  wicked  Perfons  by  their  Jilnklng 
Smell:' 

G  That 
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That  this  miraculous  Gift  was  commH- 
nicated  to  the  humble  Followefs,  both 
Methodijh  and  Papifs,  will  be  obferved 
anon.  In  the  mean  time,  perhaps  Mr. 
Wcjley  hath  received  the  fame  Light  with 
Marty rol.  <'  Fryer  Roger ^  to  whom  a  Francifcan  ap- 
Franuic.  ^.^^.gj  ^jfj^j.  j^jg  Death,  and  gave  him  a 
i^/Jd'  how  to  know  whether  any  Perlon 
were  in  the  Number  of  the  Tredejlinated^ 
by  2,  peculiar  Sign  fecret  to  common  Mor- 
tals ;  and  revealed  to  him  the  Certainty  of 
his  own  FlcBioni"  —  or  he  may  inherit 
Sr^°?^*  from  St.  Francis  himfelf,  "  who  knew 
who  fliould  be  faved,  by  a  Sign  not  known 
to  carnal  Men'' — 


Fol.  92. 


§.  9.  But  more  of  this,  and  other  extra- 
ordinary  Gifts^  will  come  to  Light,  by 
looking  into  Mr.  iVe/lcfs  Pracflice  of  exor- 
cifing  Devils  J  and  relieving  the  'PoffeJJ'ed , 
with  various  Proofs  and  Inftances  of  the 
miracidous  Power  of  Healing. 
Wefley  [No.  4.]  "  One  y— ;z  //—;;,  a  Man 
of  a  regular  Life,  constantly  attending  the 
public  Prayers  and  Sacrament,  zealous  for 
the  Church,  ^c.  —  laboured  above  Mea- 
fure  to  convince  his  Acquaintance,  that 
the  Methodijh  falling  into  flrange  Fits  at  the 
Societies^  —  was  a  Delufwn  of  the  Devi!. 
We  were  going  home,  when  one  met  uf, 
and  informed  us,  *  that  f — n  11 — .'/  was 
fallen   raving   wad.'      It    feems    he    had 

been 
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been  reading   a    Ser?non    on   Salvation   by 
Faith;  and   in  reading  the   laft  'Tage^  he 
changed  Colour,  fell  from   his  Chair,    be- 
gan fcreamifig  terribly,    and  beatifjg  him- 
felf  againfi:  the  Ground.  —  I  came  in,  and 
found  him  on  the  Floo?' ;  the  Room  full  of 
People,  whom  his  Wife  would  have  kept 
out;  but  he  cried  out,    *  No  ;    let   them 
all  come,  let  all  the  World    fee   the   jiijl 
'Judgment  of  God'  —  Fixing  his  Eyes  upon 
vie^  he  cried,  '  Ay,  this  is  fie,  who  I  faid 
was  a  Deceiver  of  the  People.     But  God 
has  overtaken    me.      I    faid    it    was   all   a 
Delufion ;    but   this   is   ?20   Delu/ion*     He 
then  cried  out,    VO  thou   Devil!  Thou 
curfed  Devil !  Yea,  thou  Legion  of  Devils. 
Thou  can'il:  not  fbay.     Chriji  will  cafl  thee 
out. — Tear  me  in  Pieces  if  thou  wilt,  but 
thou  can'il  not  hurt  me.     He   then  beat 
himfelf  againft  the  Ground  again  j — Breaft 
heaving  as  in  the  Tangs  of  Death.  —  We 
betook   ourfelves    to    'Prayer^    his   Fangs 
ceafed,  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were  fet  at 
Liberty."     But  "  going  away,  and  after- 
ward returning  to  y — n  H — ;?,  we  found 
his  Voice  was  loft,  and  his   Body  weak  as 
that  of  an  Infant."     The    laft   Words,    I 
obferve,    fhew  a  Jljort-liv\i  and  impcrfeSi 
Cure.      What   became    of  him  afterwards 
we  know  not.  —  I  obferve,    that  no  Regu- 
larity of  Life^  or  Attendance   on  the  inoji 
facred  Ordinances,  will  fatisfy  Mr.  IVcflcy^ 
G  2  'if 
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if  we  think  Methodifm  is  a  Dehijion.  So 
ready  is  he  to  decry  all  the  Means  of 
GracCi  and  Gcod  Works.  [Comp.  5  Journ. 
Page  4.5—6.] 

I  obferve,  that  upon  the  Man's  reading 
Mr.  lVeJley\  Sermon  (for  he  hath  printed 
one  upon  Salvation  by  Faith)  the  Devil 
feizeth  him  ;  he  is  ftruck  with  Madnefsy 
of  which  the  proper  Symptoms  are  ex- 
prefled  :  This  he  declares  to  be  a  'Ju- 
dicial Sentence  for  oppojing  Mr.  Wejley ; 
"  This  is  he,  who  I  faid  was  a  De- 
ceiver ;  but  God  hath  overtaken  me.  ** 
Which  Words,  if  fpoken  by  the  Man  him- 
felf  as  his  own  Sentiments,  are  confejjedly 
fpoken  by  him  under  a  Fit  of  DiJlraBion, 
and  Diabolical  Pcffejjion :  If  fpoken  by 
Satan,  making  ufe  of  the  Man's  Organs  5 
then  Satan  is  the  McthodifTs  Friend,  and 
bears  Tejiimony  to  Mr.  Wefley^  Miffion.  — 
I  obferve,  that  in  order  to  be  true  Me- 
thodijisy  we  are  to  rim  mad,  and  be  pojjejjed^ 
in  hope  of  a  fiort  and  imperfeB  Cure, 

By  way  of  Comparifcn,  we  read  of  "  a 
miferable  Woman ,  to  whom  the  Virgin 
Mary,  jiretching  out  her  Hand,  pointed  out 
Ignatius,  and  commanded  her  to  addrefs 
herfelf  to  him,     hnijhe,  flruck  wiihfrejh 

v^^igL  ^^^^^'    ^^^^^    ^^0^^^     "    Pardon    me,    O 
luN.C. uBlcJJ'cd  Ignatius  I  For  now  I  remember  I 
have  often  been  incredulous,  oppofing  thofe 
who  extolled  your  Sandity  3   and  upbraid- 
ing 
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ing  my  Brother  for  being  o^  your  OrderJ* 
Acknowledge  then,  fays  the  Virgin^  that 
he  is  truly  a  Saint,  that  he  is  your  only 
Helpy  and  that  you  are  to  faved  by  his 
Grace."' —  Madam  Bourigrwn  writeth  to  a 
Woman  in  thefe  Words;  "  You  fay,  Light  in 
Miftrefs,  that  your ////j^^w^'s  Illnefs  is  oc- P'*''^"*''*'* 

.   .  Part  A. 

cafioned  by  ;?;y  lF?'itings.  —  Is  there  not  Letter  z*. 
Ground  to  doubt,  that  thofe,  who  fpeak 
evil  of  them,  are  pofTefled  with  the  fafne 
Spirity  that  was  in  the  Thanfees^  who 
faid  of  'Jefiii  Chrift,  that  he  was  one  who 
f educed  the  'Peopled — I  efteem  your  Husband 
happy  for  his  Child-birth  Tains ;  —  I  wifh 
many  more  were  fmitten  with  this  Difeafe, 
even  though  they  (hould  die  for  it." 

It  may  occafion  a  Doubt,  v/h ether  the 
Madman,    or    Satan,    was    properly    the 
Speaker  ;  becaufe  Topifi  Writers  of  D^mo- 
nology  itW  us,  "  that  although  thtTofjeJJld Thy xx'x 
will  fpeak  feveral  Things  from  themfehes,  D^nion. 
in  which   Spirits  have  no  Share;   yet  ??wji  ''*    "''' 
oftenly  the  whole  Difcourfe  is  the  Devil's." 
And  in  that  Cafe,  "  the  Devil  will  fome- 
times   fpeak   Truth,  or  feem  to  depart,  in 
order  to  puff  up  the  Exorcijl  with  Vai?!- 
glory. "      For    which    Reafon    they    add,     ^f^n. 
"  that'  the  Exorcift  fhould    by  no  means  ^^^'''^• 
be  a  Man   given  to  Vanity.  p.  17.  20. 


§.  10.  [No.   5.]    "  A  young  Woman   of  Wefley 
Nineteen,    that  could  not   write  or  read,  5  J'^"'^ 


heldf-^^-5- 
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held  in  Bed  by  two  or  three  Perfons  j  — . 
Anguifli,  Horror,  Defpair  above  Defcrlp- 
tion  in  her  pale  Face. —  A  thoufand  Dif- 
tortions  fhewed  how  the  Dogs  of  Hell  were 
gnawitig  her  Heart.  She  ihrieks,  fcreams 
out,  *  I  am  damn'd^  damn'd.  Six  Days 
ago  you  might  have  helped  me :  but  it 
is  now  paft.  I  am  the  Drj/Ti  now:  I 
have  given  myfelf  to  him.  His  I  am. 
Him  I  muft  ferve.  With  him  I  muft  go 
to  Hell.  I  will  be  his.  I  will  ferve  him. 
I  will  go  with  him  to  Hell.  I  cannot,  I 
will  not,  htfaved.  I  mufl^  I  will^  I  will 
be  damned/  She  then  began  praying  to 
the  Devil     JVe  began, 

'  Arm  of  the  Lord,  awake,  awake/ 

She  immediately  funk  down  as  ajleep  : 
but  as  foon  as  we  left  off,  broke  out  again 
with  unexpreffible  Vehemence,  '  Stony 
Hearts  break  1 — I  am  a  Warning  to  you.  — 
You  need  not  be  damned,  tho'  I  muft/  -^ 
She  then  fixt  her  Eyes  on  the  Corner  of 
the  deling^  and  faid,  '  Tliere  he  is.  Ay, 
There  he  is.  Come,  good  Devil,  come  : 
take  me  away.  You  faid  you  will  daih 
my  Brains  out.  Come,  do  it  quickly.  I 
am  yours.  I  will  be  yours.  Come  juft 
now.  Take  me  away/  We  interrupted 
her  by  calling  again  upon  God. —  We  con- 
tinued in  Traver  till  pafl  Eleven  :  When 

God 
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God  in    a   Moment    fpake  Peace    to   her 
Souir 

Here  is  one  of  the  moft  difmal  Inftances 
of  M-adnefs^  Pcffejion,  and  Defpair,  that 
can  well  be  conceived  j  one  among  many 
that  have  happened  among  the  Methodijis : 
HoxxWAy  fiocking^  but  neceflary  to  be  traji^ 
fcribed'j  on  account  oi  fimilar  Cafes  among 
Papifts^  of  Parallels  in  Perfons  faid  to  be 
pojefft'd,  or  bewitched^  and  cured  by  Rx- 
orcijmsy  &c. 

But  before  I  proceed,  it  may  be  proper 
juft  to  mention  "  the  DifiinBion  betvveen  Mall. 
Perfons  PoJfeJJed^  and  fuch  as  are  Bewitched:  Maief, 
The  former  fuffer  purely  (as  D(Zmonologifti  ^^^^^^ 
write)  from  the  Operation  of  Satan  himfelf 
or  his  hnpi :  The  latter  indeed  from  Satan^ 
but  not  without  the  Intervention  of  Wi- 
zardsj  or  Witches." — And  I  would  have  it 
obferved,  that  I  do  not  make  myfelf  a 
Party  in  the  Controverfy  about  Damo^ 
7iiacSy  whether  their  Cafe  be  ?nere  Diftem^ 
per^  or  Diftemper  caufed  by  evil  Spirits  j 
nor  yet,  whether,  hoW  often,  and  how  far, 
we  have  Proof  of  the  Power  of  Witch^ 
craft.  Thus  much,  however,  I  fay,  that 
I  am  not  one  of  thofe  Heroes,  who  take 
upon  them  to  chafe  Spiritual  Beings,  good 
or  bad,  out  of  the  World ;  or  to  deny 
either  their  Exijlencey  or  Influence.  And 
yet  I  am  well  aware  how  many  poor 
Creatures  have  unjuflly  fuffered  under  fuch 

aa 
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an  Imputation  -,  how  frequently  Dijlempers 
have  been  conftrued  into  Foffejfion  and 
Witchcraft  'y  and  efpecially  what  wicked 
'Tricks  and  Impojlures  Popijh  Priejls^  Jefuits^ 
Sec.  have  played  upon  the  World  by  fuch 
Tretenfions. 

We  have  feveral  Particulars  in  this  Ar- 

•*  tide,  which  are  not  without  their  proper 

Parallels.     This  poor  Creature  calling  upon 

the  Devil,  I  am  damned,    I   have   given 

myfelf  to  him,   *  Come,  good  Devil,  take 

Baling,    me  away,'  &c.  —  is  equalled   by    "  that 

Calendar,  i^iafphemitjg  Wretch,  pouring  out  Curfings 

p.  1S2,     and  Execrations,  and  roaring  out,  'Come 

Devil,  come.'    The  Devil  inftantly  feizeth 

him,  and  dafheth  him  againft  the  Ground, 

is^c.    All  the  Holy  Amulets  of  the  Catholick 

Church  are  prefcribed.   But  nothing  would 

do,    till   by   'Prayer   to  the  Virgin  Mary, 

the  Evil  Spirit  in  a  Mofnent  departed. 

Again,    Mr.  Wejley   ufeth  hard  Names^ 

calling  the  Devils    *  Dogs  of  Hell  j '  and 

both  he  and  Whitefield  had  before  called 

Satan    *  a  Fool,   one  that  did  not  under- 

ftand  his    own   Bufinefs.*     Which    fliews 

Mill,    how  carefully  they  obferve  "  the  Rule  pre- 

Tom''^^'    fcribed  to   Exorcifts  by    approved  'Papi/ls, 

p.  29.^     namely,    to    call    the    Devils    opprobriou^s 

Names^  in  order  to  expel  them,  by  taming 

their  Pride.     And  'tis  one  Form  of  Conju- 

Mengi    ration,    "  I   conjure  you,    ye  abominable 

DsSon.  Rebels,    ye  Acherontic  Dogs,   worfe  than 

p.  103.  Common 
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Common  Strumpets,  &c."  And  they  give 
for  a  Reafbiij  '  that  the  proud  Devils  can- 
not bear  Contempt,  but  will  fneak  away 
ap.mmed' 

We  may  obferve,  that  this  dtfpairi?ig 
Woman,  dijiradled  by  her  Terrors,  hath  ia 
Imagination  a  Sight  of  the  Dfi;// coming  to 
feize  lier  j  "  She  fixt  her  Eyes  on  the  Corner 
of  the  deling,  faying,  *  TJiere  he  is.  Ay, 
There  he  is.'  ^c— And  (pag.  88.)  "  An- 
other Woman  llrangely  torn  by  the  Devil, 
upon  Deliverance  by  Prayer,  cried  out  ve- 
hemently, '  He  is  gone  :  he  is  gone." 

This  imaginary  Sight,  of  what  none  be- 
fides  can  fee,  is  pretty  common  among  the 
Legendary  Saints ;  who  in  their  de [per ate 
and  difiraSlcd  Fits  fee  him  coming  and  going, 
and  enter  into  Difcourfe  with  him.  —  'Tis 
likewife  a  very  ufual  Thing  with  Perfons 
thought  to  be  bewitched,  to  have  a  6*/^^^  of 
their  Tormentors,  either  Dcemons,  or  Witches, 
Thofe,  who  are  unacquainted  v/ith  thefe 
Things,  may  fee  many  Inftances  in  Mather  s 
Hijicry  of  New  -  England.  Particularly, 
Book  VI.  Ch.  7.  Where  "  Perfons  tor- 
mented by  Sorcery,  or  Witchcraft,  are  in 
the  utmoji  Agonies  and  Co7ivulfions,  uttering 
the  moft  horrid  Imprecations  and  Blaf- 
phemies\'  fuch  as  thefe  in  Mr.  Wefey's 
Journals.  One  fees  a  Spirit  ftand  by  her, 
and  afterwards  cries  out,  *  He  is  gone.' 
Others  cry  out  upon  the  Dccmom,  *  They 
H  are 
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are  gone  ;  they  are  gone  ;'  and  with  an 
altered  Voice,  fliy,  *  Now  I  am  well.' — 
So,  {Hxikoxy  oUVitchcraft,  Vol.1,  p.  50,) 
Mrs.  Throgmcrto?!  ?,  Children  cry  out,  '  Se« 
the  Witch  there  5  take  her  away  j  look 
where  {he  ftands.'  Page  123.  The  fup- 
pofed  Wizard  I'ifeen  j  *  Oh  !  He  is  come  ; 
he  is  come." 

The  contrary,  jcmis  Vifiom  of  Chrijl^ 
Angels^  &c.  will  fall  in  our  Way  as  we 
go  on  J  as  ally  other  Circumflances  of 
Witchcraft. 

§.  II,  [No.  6.]  Of  equally  terrible  Na- 

WeHey    ture  is  the  next   Cafe.     "  A  Woman  lay 

3  Jo"'""^  on    the    Ground,    furioufly    gnajhing     her 

i'-53-95-  cj'^^^j,^ — ^^^  roaring.     Not  eafy  for  three 

or   four    Perfons   to    hold    her;    elpecially 

when  the  Name  oijcjiis  was  named.     We 

prayed ;  the  Violence  of  her  Symptoms  ceafed., 

but  not  a  compleat  Deliverance. 

In  the  Evening,  being  lent  for  again,  \ 
was  iinwHtirig,  indeed  afraid,  to  go  y  think- 
rng  it  would  not  avail,  unlefs  fome,  who 
were  firong  in  Faith,  were  to  UTefle  with 
God  for  her.  I  opened  my  Teflament  on 
thofc  Words  i  I  ijoas  afraid,  and  WTnt  and 
hid  thy  Talent  in  the  Earth.  I  flood  re- 
proved, and  went  immediately.  She  be- 
gan Screaming  before  I  came  into  the 
Room  5  then  broke  out  into  a  horrid  Laugh- 
tery  mixt  with  Blafphem\\  grievous  to  hear. 

One 
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Onc^  who  from  many  Circumftances  ap- 
prehended a  preternatural  Agent^  asking, 
*  How  did 'ft  thou  dare  to  enter  into  a 
ChriftianV  V/as  anfwered,  '  She  is  not  a 
Chriftlan :  She  is  mi?2e.'  ^  *  Doft  tliou 
not  tremble  at  the  Name  of  Je/us  V  No 
Words  followed,  but  (lie  J}:runk  back^  and 
trembled  exceedingly.  ^  *  Art  thou  not 
increafing  thine  oivn  Davmation  V  It  was 
faintly  anfwered,  *  Ay,  Ay:'  which  was 
followed  by  frefli  Curfing  and  Blafphemy. 

My  Brother  coming  in,  Hie  cried  out, 
'  "Preacher,  Field-Preacher  I  I  don't  love 
Field-Preaching*  This  was  repeated  two 
Flours  together,  with  fpitting,  and  all  the 
Expreffions  of  ftrong  Avcrfion. 

Two  Days  after  we  called  upon  her 
again.  Now  it  was,  that  Gci^  fliewed  he 
heareth  the  Prayer.  All  her  Pangs  ceajed 
in  a  Moment ;  —  and  (lie  knew  that  the 
Son  of  Wickednefs  was  departed  from 
her." 

Here  we  fee  a  confefTed  diabolical  Pof- 
fejjion  J  Mr.  Wcjley  owns  his  Talent  of  ejeB- 
tfig  Satan  ;  and  actually  doeth  it,  by  the 
Prayers  of  himjelf  and  Brother.  Let  us 
coniider  a  few  of  the  Circumftances.  —  In 
the  firft  Place  we  fliould  admire  Mr. 
Wefiey\  excellent  Trap  to  catch  Fame,  i.  e. 
an  Appearance  of  profound  Humility.  He 
was  unwilling  and  afraid  to  venture  upon 
expelling  Satan  hi7?jfetf  cafting  about  for 
others  flrong  in  the  Faith.  In  this  Per- 
H  2  plexity 
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plexity  he  dips  in  the  Bfl^k,  by  Way  of 
Lottery ;  (which  Mr.  Whitejield  calls  tempt- 
ing God\  and  much  greater  and  better  Men 
have  looked  upon  as  little  fliort  of  Conjur^ 
ing )  immediately   Heave?i    openly    attefls 
his   T'alent    of  ejeBing   Devils.     He  goes 
and    fucceeds."  - —  Again,   (even  after  the 
Sanclio7i  of  Heaven  to  be  an  Exorcift^  and 
WeHey   the  Rebuke  for  drawing  back)   *'  being  in- 
5  J°"''"'  formed  of  a  Woman  deemed  mad,  or  pof- 
^  feJI^^->    ^"^  de fired   to  come   to   her ;    he 

asketh,  '  What  Good  do  you  think  I  can 
do  V  But  being  prelTed,  he  wentj  performed 
his  Office  ;  and  left  her  rejoicing  and  praif- 
Plain  Ac-  ing  God.'' — Once  more  :  ''  Mr.  Wefley  hav-^ 
count,  jj^g  cured  an  Old  Man  of  an  inveterate 
Cough,  asketh,  (how  modefily,  and  yet  how 
artfully  f )  Does  Humility  require  me  to 
deny  a  notorious  FaB  ?  If  not,  which  is 
VaJiity  ?  To  fay,  I,  by  my  O'wn  Skill,  re- 
ftored  this  Man  to  Health  ?  Or  to  fay, 
God  did  it  by  his  own  Almighty  Power  ?" 

In  all  thefe  Inftances  Mr.  Wefley  well 
knows  *  the  Perfons  with  whom  he  has 
to  do,'  where  the  Honour  will  center,  what 
Veneration  his  own  will  conceive  for  the 
wonderful  Man,  who  is  fuch  a  powerful 
Operator,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  fuch 
felf'^denying  Humility,  'Tis  our  Bufinefs  to 
remark,  how  carefully  he  hath  copied  his 
Ribaden.  Qriginals  : . —  As  that  of  the  great  "  Igna- 
V.  $0.    tiuSf  unto  whom  a  Woman  pof'efj'ed  wAxh  a 

Devil 
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Devil  being  brought,  from  an  Opinion  of 
his   eviinent    SanBity,    he   anfwered    very 
himiblyy    *'  that  he   deferred  not  fo  mucli 
Favour  at  the  Lord's  Hands :  yet  he  would 
pmy  for  the  poor  JVoman.      He   did   fo  ; 
and    prefently    flie    was  freed    from    her 
Trouble." —  *'  From  the  fame  Principle  ofrhyrxus 
Humility ^  and  Fear  of  afjuming  too  much,  ^^"^f"- 
many  ilhijlrtou^  Saints  have  with  Difficulty  if^p/38. 
been  induced  to  lend    their  Operation    in 
cajling    out  Devils,      St.    Laurentius  fiif- 
tinian  being  defired  to  expel  a  Devil  out 
of  a  Woman^  faid,   *  Ask  not  of  me  what 
I  can't  do.'     Gregory  of  Lingon  gave  the 
fame  Anfwer ;   St.  Remigius  the  fame,  when 
a  Woman  pojjefjed  applied  to  him  ;  and  fo 
did  Nicetius  of  Lyons.''     This  they  found 
the  moft  effedual   Way.     For  the  Pride 
of  the  Devils  could  never  refifl  the  Hiimi- 
^lity  of  the  Exorcif,     "  The  Devil  in   full  Conform. 
Popl/ion  of  a  Man,    feeing   Ffjer  Rufin^^'^H- 
coming,  ran  away  as  fafl  as  he  could,  and 
gave  for  a  Rea/on,  *  that  he  could  not  ftand 
the  Poverty,  Humility y  and  Prayers  of  fuch 
a   ^aint,'*  —  "St.  Antony   once   finding Thyrxus 
himfelf  not  powerful  enough  to  expel  a  Da-  ^^''^• 
vion^    fendeth    the    Pcfjefed    to    Paul   the 
Simple  }  and  then,  *  I  go,  I  go,   (faith  the 
Proud   Spirit)  the  Simplicity  and  Humility 
of  Paul  drive  me  away." 

Another   Thing    obfervable   is    Satan's 
fcurrilcus    Language ,    and    contemptuous 

Treat- 
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Treatment  of  the  JVeJlcys.  ''  Preachers  f 
Field-Preachers  !  Idont  love  Field-Preach- 
ers^ for  two  Hours  together,  with  jpitting^ 
and  all  Expreffions  of  jirojig  Averfio?i." 
And  who  but  the  Devil,  or  his  j^gciits^ 
would  do  fo  ?  And  yet  this  evidently  turns 
out  to  the  Wejlefs  Advantage  \  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  malicious  Spirifs  own  Dam- 
nation^ and  their  Triumph.  For  what  better 
Proof  of  their  divine  M/Jion,  than  Sataiis 
Averfion  to  them ;  of  their  Superiority ^ 
than  his  fiying  the  Field  ? 

This  hath  been  of  old  one  of  the  Devil's 

Tricks,  and  with   the  fame   Succefs.      For 

Bartol.    "  they  infulted  even  the  Holy  Ignatius  with 

"^'^'  ^1^'  fuch  opprobrious  Nick-naf?ies,  calling  him 

one-eyed,  halter,  baldpate,  &c.    They  don't 

value  Ignatius  of  a  Hair,  and  will  not  ftir 

a  Foot  for  him.      But   with    their    whole 

Thyr.    Troop  wcrc  foon  forced  to  fly."  —  "  They 

Loclnfcft-^-i^j-Qy^^  out  Cart-loads    of  Blafphemies    and 

l)imon!^  Railings  againft  the  Saints ;  calling  the  moft 

F- '83-     fandified   Virgin  Euphrafia,    Whore-,    and 

Theodorus,  Son  of  a  Whore  :  They  call  St. 

Benedict,  MalediSf :  St.  Sy?'us  and  St.  Ber- 

nard,  they  diminifli  into  little  Syrulus  and 

Bcrnardulus ;  and  call  the  latter  Pork- eater 

and  Cabbage-crammer  -,  all  with  the  utmofc 

Contumely.'' 

Wcflcy  §.  12.  We  go  on  in  the  fame  Strain. 
3  Journ.  [No,^.-]  ic  I  vvas  fcHt  for  to  Kingfwood, 
V-  94-  ^^ 
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to  one  of  thofe  who  were  To  ill  before.  A 
violent  Rain  began  juft  as  I  let  out,  io  that 
I  was  throughly  wet  in  a    few  Minutes. 
The  Woman^    then   three  Miles   off,  cried 
out,    '  Yonder   comes  Wejley,  galloping  as 
fajl  as   he  can'      When   I   was  come,    I 
was  quite  cold  and  dead,    fitter  for   ^leep^ 
than  Prayer.     She  burft  out  into  a  horrid 
Laughter,    and    faid,     '   No    Power,     no 
Power  :  no  Faith,  no  Faith.     She  is  mine. 
I  have  her,  and  will  not  let  her  go.'    "We 
begged  of  God  to  increafe  our  Faith.   Mean 
while  her  Fangs  increafe d  more  and  more  : 
fo  that  one  would  have  imagined,  by  the 
Violence  of  the   Throes,  her  Body  muft 
have  been  flattered  to  Pieces.     One,  who 
was  clearly  convinced  this  was  no  natural 
Difordcr,  fliid,  *  I  think  Satan  is   let  loofe. 
I  fear  he  will  not  flop  here'    And  added, 
*  I  command  thee,   in  the  Name  of  JfuSy 
to  tell  if  thou  haft  Commiffion  to  torment 
any  other  Soul.'      It  was  immediately  an- 
fwered,  *  I  have,    L — y  C — r,   and  S — h 
y — s  j'    two  who  lived  at  fome  Dijlance, 
and  were  then  in  perfedl  Health. "     This 
was  on  Saturday.     But  he  goes  on,   "  On 
Sunday  in  the  Evening,    I  called  at  Mrs. 

f — 's  in   Kingjwood.      S h  J — s   and 

L — y  C — r  were  there.  It  was  fcarce  a 
Quarter  of  an  Hour  before  L — y  C — r  fell 
into  a  ftrange  Agony ;  and  prefently  after, 
iS — y  J — s.      The  violent  Couvulfwns  all 

over 
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over  their  Bodies  were  fuch  as  Words  can- 
not defcribe.  Their  Cries  and  Groans  were 
too  horrid  to  be  born.  Till  one  of  them, 
in  a  Tone  not  to  be  expreffed,  faid,  *  Where 
is  your  Faith  fioiv  F  Come,  go  to  Prayers. 
I  will  pray  with  you.  Our  Father,  &c.' 
We  took  the  Advice,  from  whomfoever  it 
came,  and  poured  out  our  Souls  before 
God,  till  L — -y  C — r's  Agonies  fo  increafed, 
that  Hie  feemed  in  the  Fangs  of  Death. 
But  in  a  Moment  God  jpoke  ;  flie  knew  his 
Voice,  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were  heal- 
ed. We  continued  in  Prayer  till  near  One, 
when  S—y  J — j's  Voice  was  alfo  changed^ 
and  (he  began  ftrongly  to  call  upon  God. 
In  the  lyiorning  we  renewed  our  Prayers, 
while  fhe  was  crying  continually,  *  I  burn, 
I  burn  : — I  have  a  Fi?^e  within  me.  I  can- 
not bear  it.     Lord  Jejus  !  Help  !." 

I  have  tranfcribed  this  Cafe  at  large,  on 
account  of  Variety  of  Obfervations  ajid  Pa^ 
rallels  that  will  refult  from  it. 

The  firft  extraordinary  Circumjiance  is, 
that  when  Mr.  Wefley  was  on  the  Road, 
and  upon  the  Gallop  on  account  of  the  Rain, 
the  Woman  poffejjed  ihould  know  and  fee 
this  fo  exadtly,  at  three  Miles  Diftance, 
And  1  allure  him,  that  I  Ao  not  deny  tie 
FaB  ;  though  I  cannot  comprehend  the 
Manner,  or  the  Catife.  Nor  do  I  doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  fome  funilar  Cafes,  how- 
ever unaccountable,  us  to  bare  Matter  of 

FaB. 
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Ta5i.      Whether   this   will    turn   to    Mr. 
Wejlcf^  Honour^  I  cannot  fay. 

Mr.    C.    Mather  (Hijlory  of  'New-En-^^^^^^' 
gland)  giving  an  Account  of  dreadful  «Sor-     ^^* '' 
ceries  and  Witchcrafts^  has  many  Inftances 
*'  attejled  by  Perfons  of  the  utmoft  Vera- 
city^   and    unqueflionably   well  fupported, 
of  People   thus  pretcrnatiirally  indifpofed, 
who  knew  Things  done  at  a  Dljlance^  and 
what  Perfons    were    bewitched   at    diftant 
Places." — So  in  Glan'vilH  Sadducifmus  Tri-    Rgjaj; 
umphatuSy  we  have  Evidence   upon  Oath,  the  2d. 
"  of  a  Boy  bewitched j  who  would  defcribe 
cxadlly  the  Clothes  and  Habit  of  the  Witch 
at  that  Time,  though  her  Houfe  was  at  a 
good  Dijiance-,  and  this  the  Confiable  and 
others,     upon    repairing    to    the    Witch's 
Houfe,  found  to  be  true.  —  A  Girl  taken   Relat* 
with  Jlrange  Fits  ufually  told  what  Clothes  ^^®  3^^' 
Elizabeth  Style,  (the  fuppofed  Witch)  had 
on  at  the  Time,  which  the  Informant  and 
others   have   feen,    and    found    true."  — 
There  is  another  Cafe,  coming  nearer  to 
that  of  Mr.  Wejley  ittn  upon  the  Gallops 
&c.  to  be  found  in  the  Hijlory  of  Witch- 
craft.    'Tis  in  the  Account  of  the  Witches  Vol.  I. 
of  Warbois,   executed   for  bewitching   the  P'  ''7* 
Children   of  Mr.  T'hrockmorton  j    and   tor- 
menting them  with  grievous  Agonies,  Fits, 
(^c.  —  "  The  el  deft  Daughter  was  in  her 
Fit,  fitting   at  Home  in  a  Parlour;  who 
fuddenly    faid,    *  Now  Uncle,    and    two 
I  others. 
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Others,  whom  (he  named,  are  going  to 
Mother  Samuel,  ( the  Witch.  )  See,  fays 
ihe,  where  Mother  Samuel  goes  trotting  in 
the  Streets  before  them,  with  her  wooden 
Tankard,  and  her  Apron  tucked  up  before  y 
naming  the  Houfe  where  {he  went,  and  all 
the  Difcourfe  that  pafTed  between  them. 
And  it  proved  true,  that  Ihe  repeated  ex- 
adly  every; Word  andPaffage  between  them; 
though  file  could  not  poffibly  either  hear 
or  fee  any  Thing  in  that  Situation,  and  at 
that  Diflance." 

PopiJJ?  Authors  are  unanimous  in  a- 
fcribing  this  Knowledge  of  T^hings^  remote 
from  the  natural  Sight,  to  a  diabolical  Pof- 

De  Exor- y^^/^;^^  Nor  need  we  be  particular,  when 
we  have  the  Authority ;  of  the  Ro?nan 
Ritual',  that  the  Difcovery  of  Thi/igs  at  a 
Di/lance  is  one  Sign  of  an  inmate  Devil.'' 
Unlefs  the  Glorious  Ignatius  be  thought  of 
better  Authority  ^  one   of  whofe  Privileges 

Maffa:.    was,  *'  to  difcover  Things  very  far  remote 

P  55'-  from  human  Sight :"  Or  that  Inftance  "  of 
Fryer  John,  a  Francifcan,  who  had  a  clear 
Perception  of  the  Coming  of  Brother  GileSy 

F^aSc!  ^t   twenty -eight   Miles  Diflance,    by   the 

Jui.  3-      Odour  of  his  S  anility'' 

The  fecond  Particular  remarkable  is  an- 
other Inflance  of  the  Devil's  Impudence.,  in 
ridiciding  Mr.  Wejley  for  his  draggled  Con- 
dition 5  and  taking  Advantage,  from  his 
being  qidtc  cold  and  dead,  to  burfb  out  into 

a  hor- 
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a  horrid  Laugh  j  thereby  infill  ting  him 
both  for  want  of  Power,  and  of  Faith, 
Mr.  IFeJley  feems  fenfible  of  this  DefeB, 
and  begs  of  God  to  increafe  their  Faith. 
The  wicked  one  again  taimtcth  and  upbraid- 
eth  him,  "  Where  is  your  Fj?V/?  now^. 
Come,  go  to  Prayers.  I  will  pray  with 
you  J  '  Our  Father,  &c."  This  likevvife 
is  intimated  to  be  a  Sneer  of  the  Devil  \ 
for  Mr.  Wefley  adds,  "  We  took  the  Ad- 
vice, y;w;;  whomfoever  it  came.'' 

Whoever  will  look  into  the  Elogia  Je- 
fuitanwiy  (Pag.  48 9. J  will  find  how  thefe 
curfed  Spirits  took  all  Opportunities  of  treat- 
ing  the  holy   Men    with   Derifwn,    Scoffs, 
Taunts,  Horfe-Iaughs ;  and  how  all  turned 
to  a  good  Account,  in  raifing  the  Charatfler 
of  the  Jefiiits. — Even  Ignatius  himfelf,  St.  Ribaden. 
Dominic,  and    all  the  Mafs-Priefts   ^undj^j^c^' 
the  fame  impudent  and  Jcornful  Treatment. 
And  we  are  alTured,  "  that  when  tlie  Holy  Franci 
Fathers  the  Jefuits  came  to  relieve  any  Da-  -J^"".^'- 
inoniacs,  the  Devils  at  firfl  would  behave  p.  162. 
impudently,    and    infidt   them  j    but   were 
forced  to  take  to  their  Heels,  as  foon  as 
the    Pofjeffed   had    purged    themfelves   by 
Confejjion,   and  tied   fome  conjecrated  Wax 
round  their  Necks." 

The  Circumftance  of  the  Devil's  calling 

for  Prayers  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  fome 

Papijls   fay,  namely,  "  that   this   infernal 

fiend  will  fometimes  relent,  and  will  bring 

I  2  himfelf 
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himfelf  down  fo  as   to  fay   Pater  Nofter^ 
but  never  to  fay  Ave  Mary.'' 
Specul.        <«  The  Dm/ too,  feeing  ho^  Penitents 
D^rfTe"  ^'^^'^   whitened    by    Confejjwj,     defired    a 
Cap.  23.  Prieft  to  confefs  him.'' 

As  a  third  Particular  we  may  take   No- 
tice of  Satafi's  not  flopping  at  oite  MethodiJ}^ 
but  declaring  his  Commijfion  to  torment  two 
-more,  whom  he   names.      This   Secret    is 
drawn   from   Satan  by    *'   One^  who  was 
clearly  convinced  this  was  no  natural  Dif- 
order  .•"    Which  0?ie,    I   prefume,    is  Mr. 
Wejleys  Good  Self,  by  his  fpeaking  fo  autho^ 
ritatively^  "  I  command  thee  to   tell."— 
The  Account  feems  to  betray  fome  Sufpicion 
cf  a  CompaB,      For   I   do    not   find    this 
^ejiion  was  ever  asked   before  in  any  of 
the  Met bodi/Is  that  wtix  po//eJed :    And  it 
muft  be  ajoolifi  Devi  I j  who  would  fo  free- 
ly declare  into  ivhat  particular  Perfons  he 
was  to  enter  ', — unlefs  he  were  compelled  ir- 
refiftibly  by   Mr.  JVeJley\  juperior  Tower, 
'Tis  a  lucky  Incident  too,  that  thefe  "  Two 
*very  Perfons,  who   lived   at  a   Dtftance^' 
fhould  happen  at  that  Nick  of  Time  to  be 
in  Company  with  Mr.  Wejley  ;  and  there  on 
a  fudden  fall  into  their  diabolical  Fits.  And 
it  may  be  thought  he  was  fomething  de- 
fe^ive  in  "Tower,  or  Charity ,  for  not  pray- 
ing to  God,  or  commanding  Satan  to  tor- 
ment no  Body  hefides  ;  inftead  of  permitting 
them   to  infli^a  his  Tortures    on  others. 

But 
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But  perhaps  it  might  more  efFedually  ad- 
vance the  Exorcijl's  Honour,  in  multiplying 
Cures  by  his  Interccjjhn. 

But,  without    confidering    the   Cafe    in 
this  View,  I  fliall  barely  relate  fome  Ta- 
ralleh  of  Satan  s  Jlipping  out  of  one  Terfon 
into  another^   from  Hiftories  of  People  be- 
witched^ and  'Popijlo  Exorcisms.     "  A  Wo- 
man  pojjeJJ'ed    by    an    unclean    Spirit    was 
brought  to  the  \PrieJl  to  be  exorcifed ;  and 
the  Devil  fpoke  out  of  her  Mouth,    '  If 
I  am  ejeded  from  her,  I  will  inftantly  enter 
into  another  Perfon,'  naming  one  Othmar, 
But  he  could  not,  becaufe  the  Trieji  fent  to 
Othmar  to  arm  himfelf  by  Penitence  and 
Confejjion^    [Should  not   Mr.  Wejley  have 
given  this  Caution  ?]  Mabiil.  AB.  Benedict, 
ab  Ann.  800.  Part  2d.    pag.  4.      Again, 
Ibid.  pag.   62,    "    Another    Woman    was 
brought  to  St.  Probiis  to  be  exorcifed,  and 
the    Devil    faid,    *   I    am    ejedied    hence 
by  the  Word  of  the  Lord,   and  the  Merits 
of  his  Saint :  But,  before  you  get  to  Erfeji- 
fort,  I  will  plague  you  again,  and  again,' 
Accordingly  he  entered  into  another  Sijler, 
and  into  a  Third,  and  tormented  them  in 
a  terrible  Manner.     But  they  were  reftored 
to  perfccl  Soundnefs. "    Ibid,  p .  6 2 . 

We  read  of  fueh  a  skipping  Devil  exor- 
cifed by  St.  Malachias  -,  "  for  being  driven     yita 
out  of  one  Woman,  immediately  he  jumps  Maiach. 
into  another  >  driven  out  oi  her,   he  flies  ^^P'^* 

back 
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backtigain  into  the  iiril;  Woman;  and  {o 
fliifts  often  backward  and  forward,  till  at 
length  he  is  commanded  to  poflefs  nei- 
ther of  them,  nor  any  other  Perfon ;  the 
Sainf  not  bearing  any  longer  to  be  thus 
illuded." 

§.13.  The  D^emoniacs  among  the  Me^ 
thodijis  are  ftill  carrying  us  on  into  farther 
Speculation ;    arifing    from    the    following 
Wefley   Inftance.     [No.   8.]     "I  met,  fays   Mr. 
^  '^Te    ^^^fl^Jy  ^'"^^^  a  furprizing  Inflance  of  the 
^^*     '   Power  of  the  Bevil.     Mrs.  J—s  took  the 
Bihle^  and  read ;  but  on  a  fudden  threw  it 
away,  faying,  '  I  am  good  enough,    I  will 
never  read,  or  pray  more. —  I  ufed  to  think 
I   was  full   of  Sin,    and   finned  in  every 
Thing  I  did.     But  now  I  know   better. 
I  never  did  any  Harm  in  my  Life,  ^c,^ — 
She  fpoke  many  Things  to  the  fame  Ef- 
fect;    plainly  fliewing,  that   the  Spirit  of 
Pride,    and  of  Lies,    had    full   Dominion 
over  her.  —  And  yet  ilie  was  in  the  mofl 
violent   Agofiy^    both  of  Miitd  and   Body. 
Upon  our   beginning  to  pray,    fhe    raged 
beyond   Meafure,    but    foon  fu72k  down  as 
dead.     In  a  few  Minutes  (lie  revived,   and 
joined  in  Prayer.     We  left  her  for  the  prc- 
fent  in  Peace.'' 

Such  are  the  'Tendency  and  Efedfs  of 
Methodifiical  Spiritual  Pride  from  the  Doc- 
trine of  Perfeifionp  But  he  goes  on.     "  All 

the 
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the  next  Day  flie  was  in  a  violent  jigony ; 
till   ftarting   up  in  the  Evening,   flie  faid, 

*  Now  they  have  done.  They  have  jt/Jl 
done,  C —  prayed^  and  Humphreys  preach" d. 
(And  indeed  j^  they  did,)  And  they  are 
coming  hither  as  faft  as  they  can.*  Quickly 
after  they  came  in.  She  immediately  cried 
out,  *  Why,  what  do  you  come  for  ? 
You  cdfzt  pray  :  You  know  you  can't.' 
And  they  could  not  open  their  Mouths-,  fo 
that  after  a  fliort  time  they  were  con- 
flrained  to  leave  her  as  Ihe  was. 

Many  came  to  fee  her  on  T^uefday  \  to 
e'jcry  one  of  whom  flie  fpoke  concerning 
either  their  adfualy  or  their  Hea7-t  Sins ; 
and  that  fo  clofely,  that  feveral  of  them 
iJDent  away  in  more  Hafte  than  they  came." 
[This,  'tis  to  be  remembered,  happened  in 
Mr.  JViJleys  Abfence.]  "  In  the  Afternoon 
(lie  fent  to  Kingjwood  for  me.     But  faid, 

•  Mr.  Wejley  will  not  come  To-Night.  He 
will  come  in  the  Morning,  But  God  has 
begun,  and  he  will  end  the  Work  by  him- 
feJf.      Before  Six  in  ihe  Morning  I    fliall 

be  well.'  And  about  a  garter  before  Six 
the  next  Morning  the  Feace  of  God  came 
to  her  Soul." 

In  this  Account  (which  I  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  tranfcribe  at  large)  the  three  fol- 
lowing Points  are  obfervablc, —  Tho^  feeing 
Jhijigs  done  at  a  Dijlance, —  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Secrets  of  the  Hearty — and  Utterance 

of 
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of  Prophecies^ —  all  by  a  Woman  pojeffed  by 
the  Devil. 

But  previoufly  I  would  take  notice  of  an 
odd  iiort  of  Circumftance,  wherein  this 
Knowledge  of  the  Heart  confifted.  When 
fome  Methodifts  came  to  vifit  Mrs.  f — i, 
you  obferve,  fhe  immediately  cries  out, 
"  What  do  _)'cz/  come  for?  You  cant 
pray :  You  hiow  you  can't."  This  Mr. 
WeJIey  fays  was  true,  for  "  they  could 
not  open  their  Mouths;  and  were  con- 
Jirained  to  leave  her  as  fl:ie  was."  But  here 
is  the  Difference  between  the  Frtncipal^ 
and  his  Inferiors.  Mr.  Wejley  at  this  time 
was  ahfent.  But  when  the  Devil  taunted 
Mr.  Wefey  himfelf^  as  wanting  Faith,  and 
unable  to  pray;  he  prefently  fliewed  that 
he  could,  as  in  the  preceding  Number. 

For  a  Comparifon,  I  do  not  remember  at 

prefent  more  than  two  of  this  odd  kind. 

Martyr,  one  happened  among  the  Francifcans.  *'  At 

fun"  n"!"  *^^  Funeral  of  St.  Achas,  the  De  Profiindis 

being  fet,  none  of  the  Company,  with  their 

many  and  utmofl  Attempts,   could  pojjibly 

utter  the  Words.'' — The  other  is  the  Con- 

feliion  of  a  Perfon  fuppofed  to  be  bewitched , 

Vol.  II.  (in  the   Hijlory   of  Witchcraft ) ;  "  Agnes 

^-  ^^^'  Nafmith  frequently  told  the  Miftijler,   that 

their  Hearts  and  Tongues  were  bound  up  in 

fuch  a  manner,  that  they  could  not  exprefs 

what  they  would  :  —  upon  attempting  to 

fpeak,  their  Mouths  feemed  to  be  contract- 

Cd;- 
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ed  J — (he  could  not  cxp?-efs  G?ie  TFord^  even 
when  on   her  K?iccs  for  the  Gi?-Ps   Rcco- 

The  jirji  Point,  that  of  fcci??^  and  know-  sce  No.  3. 
ing  Ferfons  and  T'bings  at  a  Diflance^   may 
be   pafled  over ;    as  we  have   fpoke   of  it 
before,  and  will  fill  in  our  Way  again. 

The  fecond  is  the  Knoivledge  of  the  Se- 
crets of  the  Heart.  And  of  this  I  have 
fpoken  too  already  j  at  leaft  as  far  as  it  con- 
cerned the  Principals,  whether  Methodifsy 
or  Tapifts :  And  {hall  now  confider  this 
flip er natural  Gift,  as  commiinicatcd  to  thofe 
of  lower  Rank.  There  can't  be  a  plainer 
and  ftronger  Inftance  than  this  before  us  ; 
"  the  Woman  in  her  I^its,  or  rather  com- 
irig  out  of  them,  fpoke  fo  clofely  to  her 
Vifitors,  not  only  concerning  their  aBiial 
Sins,  fuch  as  they  had  in  fa(fl  committed \ 
but  their  ^ocry  Heart  Sins,  fuch  as  had  only 
rifen  in  their  thoughts  j  that  thereby  flie 
puts  many  of  them  to  Shame,  and  makes 
them  run  haftily  away." 

Were  I  difpofed  to  make  a  Trifle  of 
this,  I  might  fay,  that  one  natural  Way  of 
knowing  the  Hearts  of  each  other  might 
proceed  from  their  conftant  Cuftom  of 
mutual  Cctfcffions  in  the  moft  minute  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Temptations,  and  Anfwers 
to  the  moft  Jearching  ^cfliom  :  Whereby 
they  come  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
Sins  of  the  Tarty  confejjing  ;  but  of  thofe 
K  who 
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who  have  made  720  Confcjion  ;  but  who 
have  been  guilty  of  Sins  in  Company  with 
thole  who  have  confejjed^  &c.  And  fo  by 
one  out  of  his  Sejjfes^  in  a  wild  Fity  all  isl^e- 
trayed ;  and  the  confcious  Parties  SLveJIjamed 
and  difgraced.  This  happened  in  Mr. 
Wcjley\  Abfence ;  who,  had  he  been  there, 
might  have  prevented  the  Scandal;  and 
have  given  the  Matter  a  better  Turn,  by 
ihewing  it  to  be  an  Artifice  of  Satan,  m 
order  to  calumfiiate  the  Society  of  innocent 
Lambs.  For  Popijh  Dce?nonologiJh  teach, 
Mall.  "  that  'tis  o?2e  Trick  of  the  Devil,  to  make 
Tom.  4.  ^^^  P^JIW^^  ^^^^  impure  and  criminal  Stories 
pag.  18.  of  the  By-fianders,  on  purpofe  to  raife 
Scandal;  and  to  terrify  them  fo  that  they 
may  run  off,  and  take  no  more  Care  of  the 
patient  J'     And  fo  it  happened  here. 

The  Caiije  of  thus  knowing  the  Heart, 

and  revealing  Secrets,  (which   fome   have 

^  afcribed  to  Difiemper,   or  other  Secrets  of 

Loc jnfeft.  A^/r;/^/;^^    the   fame    Dcemonologifs   impute 

pag.  123.  diredlly  to  the  Operation  of  Satan  ;  as  what 

Dsmon.   diftinguillieth  Dmnon's  Agency  from  Hu- 

P-  44-      man  -,   and   Poffe/jion  from    Difeafe.     Thus 

"  A  Girl  in  a  Monaftery,   being  deeply  in 

Love,  but  difappointed  by  the  UnfaithfiiU 

Wicr.    nefs  of  her  hover,  run  mad:  The  Devil 

Dlm^on'   ^"^^''^^^  ^i^fo  ^^^r>  ^nd  difcovered  to  her  all 

L.3.c.i3.the  Secrets  of  the  Man,  his  private  Dif- 

courfes  with  his  new  Miflrefs-,  which  made 

her  ready  to  hang  herjclf     But,  however, 

this 
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this    was    imputed  to   Melancholy  fur  her 
Diiiippointment." 

PopiJJj  Parallels  are  exceeding  numerous. 
To    mention   a    few.      "  By    virtue    of  a  Conform. 
wonderful  Light  from  St.  Francis^  his  Z)//^^°^- '39» 
ciples  faw  one  another's  Minds  as  clearly  as 
their   Bodies ;  each   one's   Confcience  being 
naked  to  another."  —  "  P/j.  Nerius  could  Ribaden. 
diftinguifh  Sinners  by  the  Smell-,  could  tell^^X  2^- 
his  Penitents  their  particular  Maladies,  and 
of  his  own  accord  dete^  their  fever  al  Vices.'" 
—  Laurent.  Ananias   fays,  "  I  faw   withDeNatur, 
my  own   Eyes   a   certain  fofjefjed  Woman,  Damon. 
who  was  fo  petulant,  that   flie   could  fee  cap.^27. 
nobody,    whom   fhe    would    not   upbraid 
with   their  moft  hidden  ignominious  IVork- 
ings  J  from  whence  no  fmall  Sujpicions  and 
Defamations  arofe." 

The  third  Point  obfervable  was,  the  Ut- 
terance of  Prophecies  by  our  Methodijh  ;  or 
their   foretelling   Things   to  come.      The 
Pretenfions    of   Mr.     Whitefield    and    Mr. 
Wefley  to  the  Prophetic  Faculty,  (when,  I 
take  for  granted,  they  would  not  be  thought 
D demoniacs)  have  been  related  before.  Here 
we  have  an  Inftance  of"  a  Wo?nan  prophefy- 
ing  under  a  Pofjefjion.     '^  Mr.  Wcfey  will  Enthuf. 
not  come  to  Night :  he  will  come  in  theP^^'^^^- 
Morning. — God  will  end  the  \¥ork  by  himr  ^'  ^ 
felf     Before  Six  in  the  Morning  I  fliall  be 
well."     Whether  the  Woman  herfcif  fpeaks, 
or  the  Dcemon  through  her  Organs,  is  not 
K  2  certain. 
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Thcfaur.   certain.     Bui  we  are  affured,  "  the  Devil 

^^l^^^^'  is  fo  crafty,  that  fometimes  he  permits  the 

Pojj'efcd  to  ihew   Signs  of  Devotion ;    and 

the   Wicked  One    himfelf  will   utter  pious 

Things,  to  perfuade  the  Exorcijl  that  he  is 

Thyr.    departed  : — And,  on  occalion,  he  will  go  out 

^^mT   ^^  h^^  ^'^'''^  accord,  before  the  Saint  comes, 

to  avoid  the  Difgrace  of  being  expelled'* 
Wefley  We  have  fuch  another  Predi5lio?i  ;  "  A 
t  l^r'b-  l^oman,  who  dropt  down,  ftruck  as  was 
fuppofed  with  Death, — declares  and  knows, 
fl:ie  fliould  720t  die,  but  live."  —  And, 
"  y4nne  Coky  when  dying,  declares,  '  I 
know  my  Saviour  will  re/lore  me  foon/ 
And  he  did,  in  a  few  Hours,  to  Paradife," 
This  is  a  truly  Oracular  Prophecy,  which 
would  be  verified  either  by  Life  or  Death, 
Had  {lie  furvived,  what  a  Miracle  !  She 
dieth,  and  'tis  the  fame. 

In  fuch  a  Cafe,  "  One  Stephen  Bartoks 
being  defperately  ill,  St.  Ignatius  after  go- 
ing to  Mafs  declareth,  *  Stephen  Ihall  not 
die  at  this  Time."  —  On  the  contrary. 
Solid.  "  when  a  Cartefian  in  a  dying  and  de- 
In'trod.  ^pairing  Condition  fent  to  that  good  Soul 
Mrs.  Bozirignon  to  pray  for  him,  promif- 
ing  to  turn  wholly  to  God^  if  fee  recovered  j 
fhe  pronounceth  (with  a  double  Prophecy) 
'  He  fliall  fiot  recover,  but  he  JJjall  di€  -, 
for  if  he  did  recover,  he  would  fall  deeper 
into  that  pernicious  Error,'* 

If 
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If  we  look  into  Popifh  Authors,    par- 
ticularly  concerning   their   ExorcifmSy    we 
generally  find  thefe  three  Faculties,  (feeing 
diftant  Things,  knowing   the  Heart,  and 
foretelling  future  Events)  in  one  and  the 
fame  Perfon,  either  under  a  Tojjejjion,  or  an 
Ecjiacy ;  and  afcribed  likewife  to  Satan,  as 
the  efficitmt  Caufe.     "  When  you   hear  ig-Thefaur. 
norant  and  illiterate  People  interpret  diffi-^xorcifm. 
cult  Points,  difcover  the  Secrets  and   Sins^'  ^^^' 
of  others,    or  fing  with  a  mufical   Voice, 
foretell  Events,  &c.  this  is  an  undoubted 
Sign  of  a  diabolical  Prefence.  —  The  Re-   Thyr. 
velation  of  Secrets,  and  Prophefying,  evi-Lodnfeft. 
dently  dijl'mgiiij}:>  Daemons  from  Me?i ;  be-^"  *^^* 
C2iU^Q  Dannons  may  know.    Men  cannot." 
— Above  all,  the  Authority  of  the  Rof?iiJJj 
Ritual  determineth,  "  that  a  Demoniac  is      De 
to  be  diftinguiflied  from  one  troubled  with  Exorciz. 
the   black  Bile,  or  other  Diftcmper,  by  his 
difco'uering  dijlant  and  occult  Things  J' 

And  yet,  when  they  have  a  mind  to 
make  a  Samt,  the  Troof  is  brought  from 
thefe  very  extraordinary  Gifts.  Thus  Ri- 
hadeneira,  in  his  Biblioth.  Soc.  Jefu,  extols 
*'  Jacob  Rhem,  becaufe  he  was  often  en-Pag.  2»o. 
dowed  with  a  Prophetic  Light,  declared 
openly  Things  future,  Things  at  a  Diftance, 
and  otherwife  fecret,  with  infallible  Vera-- 
^'^^y-  —  7?/  Anchieta  knew  Things  abfent,P.  283. 
diftant,  and  future  ;  and  foretold  them  as 
diftin(ftlv,  as  if  his  Mind  ivas  the  Refletling- 

Glafs 
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P.  291.  Glafs  of  the  D'lvlneWiiL—MancineUin  proved 
Spirits,  cad  out  Devils^  cured  the  Dif- 
eafed,  foretold  various  Things  in  Futurity, 
and  told  of  Things  at  a  Diftance."  And, 
I  believe,  there  are  an  hundred  Inftances  of 
this  Nature  in  that  Book.  And  there  are 
perhaps  as  many  in  honour  of  the  Fran^ 
ciicarn  in  the  Fr  and  [can  Martyrokgy,  and 
the  famous  Book  of  Coujormities  between 
Chrifi  and  St.  Francis. 

But  the  moft  irrefragable  Tejiimoities  are 
in  the  Roman  Breviary  j  where,  on  the 
Feftivah  of  divers  Saints^  all  thefe  wonder- 
ful Gifts  are  related  :  moft  of  them  too 
were  canonized.  As  of  St.  Xavier^  St, 
Frances  of  Rome,  Ph.  Nerius,  Alcantara, 
Ignatius,  Francis,  Anthony,  Romualdus,  Ca- 
tharine of  Si  eizn  a,  &c.  Many  of  them  fore- 
knew particularly  the  T^ime  of  their  Death, 

Thus,  by  an  unaccountable  Infatuation, 
favourite  Saints  are  beatified  and  canonized^ 
on  the  very  y^;)'/;^' Account,  for  which  others 
are  pronounced  to  be  under  a  diabolical 
Pofefion. 

But,  after  all,  'tis  poffible  thefe  Wonders 
may,  in  a  good  Meafure,  be  accounted  for 
from  Diftemper,  a  Diflurbance  of  Brain^ 
Alienation  of  the  Rcafon  and  the  Senfes ; 
fome  Dijorder  of  Mind  or  Body.  For  that 
Pevfons  afflicted  with  natural  Diflcmpers 
have  frequently,  in  an  Enthufiaflic  Man- 
ner, uttered  Prophecies,  and  revealed  Se- 
crets } 
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crets ;  and  when  they  were  cured  by  na- 
turd  Meam^  the  Gift  of  Dhinaticn  quite 
left  them,  together  with  the  Illnejs  ;  — - 1 
could  prove  from  Authorities  of  PhyJJcimjSy 
ancient  and  modern.  Nor  is  it  an  iiicre- 
dible  Thing  to  ;w,  as  bein?;  attefted  by 
Hijiory,  and  known  in  facft  to  he  true, 
that  thofe,  who  have  little  or  no  Ufe  of  their 
ReaJo?i  and  Saifes,  fliould  utter  Predi£fio?is^ 
and  reveal  Secrets  :  As  for  In  fiance,  Mad- 
meUy  Idiots,  Epileptics,  Ecjlatics,  &c. 

Nor,  again,  is  there  any  Room  to  doubt, 
but  that  ivicked  Men  and  Seducers  have 
fometimes  uttered  Things  prophetically, 
which  came  to  pafs  And  we  know,  that 
in  the  latter  Days  Dtemons  fliould  be  the 
Authors  of  many  furprizing  Things,  fee??}- 
ingly  at  leafl  miraculous;  God  permitting 
Satan  to  work  upon  the  Affedtions  of 
falfe  Prophets,  and  evil  Men, 

§.14.  We  have  not  yet  done  with  the 4  Joum. 
Dcemoniacs.  For  [No.  8.1  Mr.  V/eJley'^-^i'  ^^' 
mentions  ''  a  Spirit  of  Laughter  coming 
upon  himfef.  Brother,  and  fe'veral  others ; 
which  they  could  not  pofTibly  help,  and 
w^hich  he  imputeth  to  their  being  buffeted 
by  Satany  To  what  I  faid  of  this  before, 
[Enthuf.  Part  2d.  pag.  73]  I  now  add, 
that  if  it  really  proceeds  from  Satan,  he 
worked  in  the  fame  Manner  long  before 
the  Time  of  the  Gofpel :  This  being  the 

fame 
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i)r.  James  fame  as  what  the  Ancients  called  the  "  Sar- 
Sardonius.  ^^'2^'^«  Laughter  j  convulfive  and  invalun- 
tary,  and  a  Sort  of  Madnefs  :  which  Dif- 
order  hath  paiTed  into  a  Proverb  (Sardo^ 
n'ms  rifiis,  fignifying  2^.  forced  Laugh)  and 
to  be  cured  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Con- 
"culfiom:"  "  One  of  them,  fays  Mr.  Wejley, 
was  fo  torn  of  the  Evil  One^  that  fometimes 
ihe  laughed^  till  almoft  ftrangled ;  then 
broke  out  into  Curfiig  and  Blafphe772ing  y 
th^n /lamped,  and  ftruggled  with  incredible 
Vol.  I.  Strength."  —  The  Wftory  of  Witchcraft 
pag-  so*  mentions  fuch  another  Cafe,  where  "  Mr. 
^hrogmorton's  Children  are  raging  and  con- 
vulfed,  as  if  ready  to  be  torn  to  Pieces ; 
—then  of  a  fudden  they  can't  help  laughs 
An.'ie'^zJ^S'**'^^^  the  A^a  Germanica  we  have  a 
Obf.  304.  Chapter  on  involuntary  Laughter  ;  with 
mention  of  divers  Women  obnoxious  to  it 
from  Hyfterics.  And  Sennertus  imputeth 
it  to  Hyfterics y  Convulfions,  and  fometimes 
to  Frenzy  and  Alienation  of  Mind.  — Give 
me  leave  to  add  a  Paflage  from  Mr, 
burner's  Hijiory  of  remarkable  Providefices, 
(Part.  2.  Ch.  36.)  "  Platerus  fpeaks  of 
fome,  particularly  an  Abbot,  who  was 
forced  involuntarily  to  laugh,  and  tofs  him- 
felf  about,  to  the  utter  fpending  of  his 
Strength.  Which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
Story  related  by  H.  Stephens  (in  his  JVorld 
of  JVonders  j  of  a  Man,  who  being  at 
Church,  and  feeing  a  Woman  fall  down 

off 
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off  her  Seat  while  (he  was  fleeping,  fell 
into  fo  great  a  Fit  of  Laughter,  that  he 
continued  three  Days  and  three  Nights 
without  giving  over." 

§•  15-  [No.  9.]  To  the  former  Sign  of 
diabolical  PqU'e/Jion  we  may  fubjoin  an  u?i- 
ufiial  and  unnatural  Voice -,  —  Singings  and 
that  in  a  very  melodious  Manner ;  and  de- 
livering out  holy  Things. 

"  Qjie  fpeaks  in  a  Tone  7iot  to  be  ex-  Wefley 
prejjed; — we  continued  in  Prayer,  when^  ^°^""* 
another's  Voice  was  alfo  changed,  —  She 
cried  out,  *  Give  me  the  Book,  and  I 
will  fmg'  She  began  giving  out  Line  by 
Line,  but  with  Juch  an  Accent  as  Art  could 
7iever  reach. 

Why  do  thefe  Cares  my  Soul  divide  f 
Heavily  moves  my  damned  Soul. — 

Here  we  were  obliged  to  interrupt  her." 

In  Conformity  hereto,  IVierus  having  Prasftig^ 
defcribed  the  Agonies  and  Convuljions,  &c,  P-  425- 
of  one  thought  to  be  in  an  epileptic  Fit, 
addeth,  "  that  at  length  the  Devil  was 
found  out  to  be  the  Author,  betraying 
himfelf  by  the  PoiTefTed  fpeaking  with  an 
inmfual  Voice  and  Words^ — 

Thyrceus  gives    the  following  Inftance: 
"  While  St.  Norbert  was   preaching   then^^mon. 
Word  of  God,   and    exorcijing  a  Girl  thatpag-^S- 
L  was 
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was  brought  before  him ;  the  Devil,  de- 
riding him,  delivered  out  through  the  Girl's 
Mouth    the   Book  of  Canticki    from   the 
Beginning  to  the  End  j  fpeaking  it  Word 
for  Word,  firft  in  the  Latin,  and  then  in- 
terpreting it  in  the  German  Language'' — 
Eook  VI.      ^x.  Mather  (in  his  Hijiory  before  cited) 
'^'  '^'  takes  notice  of  the  Alteration  of  Voice  in 
fome   Children    bewitched-,  —  the    Devii 
throwing   one   on    the   Floor,    where  fhe 
would  whijlle  and  fmg  -,  —  fometimes  laid 
for  dead,  wholly  breathlefs  and  fenfelefs ; 
—  fometimes  yelling,  kicking  and  ftrikingi 
again    faying,    fhe   was    dying,    and    then 
paraphrafing   on   the   thirty-firft   Pfalm    in 
Strains  that  were  quite  amazing  ;   and  ut- 
^^^^-     tering  many  Prophecies'' — '^  Some,  when 
Tom.  i.    pofTelTed,  fmg  mufically,  and   reveal  what 
P  227.     they  could  not  naturally  hiow  -,  fometimes 
'^a°"^i^   'thay   are    quite   Jlupid    and    infenfate.  — 
Tnefaur.  Singing  mufically,  Prophefying,  and  Doing 
Bxorcif.    Qther  fupernatural  Things,  are  Signs  of  a 
?o5o.       Dcemoniac,  —   Thefe   fweet,    tuneful  and 
melodious  Warblings  manifeftly  prove  a  Per- 
.  ion  pofeffedr— 
DeMania      Phyjictans  often  obferve  thefe  Sxmptoms 
^'^-  *•  to  be  the  Effed:  of  Mad?iefs.     Particularly 
Sennertus  relates  divers  Cafes,  where  Per- 
fons  under  this  Calamity  have  talked  Latin, 
fling  Hymns,   difcourfed  well,  (!^c.   none  of 
which  they  could  do  in  their  Senfes, 

§.  16. 
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§.  1 6.  [No.  10.]  One  more  Cafe  of  a 
Dcemoniac  I  fliall  tranfcribe,  pretty  largely, 
as  attended  with  feveral  remarkable  Cir- 
cumftances.     "  At  Stratford  upon  Avon, 

—  Mrs.  K had  been  for  many  Weeks 

in  a  Way  that  no  body  could  iindcrjland -,  flie 
had  fent  for  a  Mintjler ;  but  almoft  as  foon 
as  he  came,  flie  began  roaring  in  fuch  2 
Manner  ( her  'Tongue  at  the  fame  time 
hanging  out  of  her  Mouth,  and  her  Face 
dijiorted  into  the  moft  terrible  Form)  that 
fhe  cried  out,  *  It  is  the  Devil,  doubtlefs ! 
It  is  the  Devil."  And  immediately  went 
away.  —  I  asked,  *  What  good  do  you 
think  I  can  do  V     One  anfwered,   '  We 

cannot  tell.'     But  Mrs.  K earneflly 

defired  you  might  come,  —  faying,  that 
ihe  had  feen  you  in  a  Dreayn,  and  JJmdd 
know  you  immediately.  But  the  D^wV  faid, 
'  I  will  tear  thy  Throat  out  before  he 
comes.'     But  afterwards  his  Words  were, 

*  If  he  does  come,  I  will  let  thee  be  quiet; 
and  thou  fhalt  be  as  if  nothing  ailed  thee 
till  he  is  gone  away.'     [Mr.  Tf^ejley  fays, 

*  I  juft  relate  what  was  fpoken  to  m^i 
without  paffing  any  Judgment  upon  it.* 
Though    he    fneeringly  refledls  upon   the 

*  Unphilofophical  Minijler ;'  and  adds  after- 
wards, *  a  ftrange  Sort  of  Madnefs  this  !' — 
He  then  proceeds.]  '  I  waJked  over  abou^ 
Noon:  But  when  we  came  to  the  Houfe, 

L  2  Idc- 
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I  defired  all  thofe  that  were  with  me  to 
ftayv  below.  One  fhewing  me  the  Way, 
I  went  up  flrait  into  the  Room.  As  foon 
as  I  came  to  the  Bedfide,  fhe  fixt  her 
Eyes,  and  faid,  *  You  are  Mr.  Wejley.  I 
am  very  well  now,  I  thank  God.  No- 
thing ails  me  now :  only  I  am  weak.'  I 
called  them  up,  and  we  began  to  fing  :  — 
After  Jinging  a  Verfe  or  two,  we  kneeled 
down  to  Prayer.  I  had  but  juft  begun, 
(my  Eyes  being  fliut)  when  I  felt  as  if  I 
had  been  plunged  into  cold  Water.  And 
immediately  there  was  fuch  a  Roar,  that 
my  Voice  was  quite  drowned ;  tho'  I 
fpoke  as  loud  as  I  ufually  do,  when  I 
fpeak  to  three  or  four  thoufand  People. 
However  I  pray'd  on.  She  was  then 
reared  in  the  Bed,  her  whole  Body  mov- 
ing at  once,  jufi:  as  if  it  were  a  Piece  of 
Stoue.  Immediately  after  it  was  writhed 
into  all  kind  of  Poftures  5  the  fame  horrid 
Yell  continuing  flill.  But  we  left  her  not 
till  all  the  Symptoms  ceafed,  and  fhe  was 
(for  the  prefent  at  leaft)  rejoicing  and  praif- 
ing  God:' 

*  That  I  may  not  too  often  omit  fuch 
Circumftances  as  tend  to  the  Glory  of  Mr. 
Wejley,  emulating  that  of  his  Familiar,  St. 
Ignatius ;  I  fhould  take  fome  Notice  how 
carefully  he  relates  the  Woman's  "  Dream, 
in  which  fhe  faw  Mr.  Wejley,  and  fhould 
know  him  immediately."     To  prevent  all 

Fallacy, 
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Fallacy,  and  fliew  that  all  was  fair,  "  he 
went  up  into  the   Room  by  himfelf,  and 
fhe  immediately  cries  out,   *  You  are  Mr. 

Not  to  fay,  how  eafy  it  was  to  guefs 
it  was  Mr.  fVeJley,  by  the  ExpeBation  of 
his  coming,  or  fome  previous  Defcription 
of  him  ;  it  was  proper  fome  divine  No- 
tice fhould  be  given  of  fuch  a  powerful 
Man  ;  that  he  fhould  go  alojie  into  her 
Chamber,  to  prove  it  true  ;  even  though 
contrary  to  his  authoritative  Dired:ions, 
"  that  above  all  Things  the  Exordjl  muftcompl. 
beware  of  vifiting  any  Perfon  poiTefTed  ^";^g* 
alone,  and  without  fome  Company  ;  efpc- 
cially  a  W^oman." 

The  fame  Honour  had  that  other  great  Bartol. 
Man,  St.  Ignatius :  For  "  a  Woman  in  a 
delirious  Fever,  and  at  the  Point  of  Death, 
faw  in  a  Dream  a  venerable  Perfon,  of  the 
Jefuit's  Society,  as  fhe  conjectured  by  a 
Relick  of  his  Garment :  The  Relick  of  St. 
Ignatius\  Garment  was  brought  j  and  (lie 
inftantly  crieth  out,  '  I  am  found  j  I  am 
well.'  A  PiBure  of  Ignatius  being  then 
Ihewn  to  her,  fl-ie  knew  it  was  the  fime, 
whom  flie  had  feen  in  her  Sleep.  And 
fhe  had  him  in  Veneration  all  her  Life. — 

*'  That  famous  Miracle-Monger,  John  deisov.  tt^ 
Bridlyngton,  and  fmgidar  Secretary  of  Ce-  ^^^' 
leftial  Myfteries,  was  equally  honoured  by 
•  five  Mariners,  who  in  a  Tempefl  at  Sea 

faw 
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faXv  a  Vifion  of  a  venerable  Perfon  deliver-^ 
ing  them  from  their  Diftrefs :  and  after- 
wards going  into  a  Monajiery,  they  faw 
yoh7ty  and  knew  him  to  be  the  Man  that 
appeared  to  them  in  Vijion.'' 

The  Devil,  in  terrible  Fright  at  Mr. 
Wejley^  being  fent  for,  threateneth  cru- 
elly i  "  I  will  tear  thy  Throat  out  before 
he  comes."  But  afterwards  he  grows 
cooler  and  ciinninger :  *'  And  then  his 
Words  were.  If  he  does  come,  I  will  let 
tbee  be  quiet  5  and  thou  fhalt  be  as  if  no- 
thing ailed  thee,  till  he  is  gone." 

A   common   Clergyman   he    had   put  to 
Flight ;  but  defpairing  of  ferving  our  Hero 
fo,  he  recurs  to  his  Artifices  j    and,   per- 
haps to  avoid  the  Difgrace  of  being  eje6l- 
ed,    walks    off,    and    owns    Mr.   JVeJlefs 
Power. — Such  an  Account  we  have  in  the 
Story  of  the  Devil  of  Mafcon  ;  who  would 
fometimes   tell  the  Exorciji,    "  while  you 
pray,  I    will  go  and  take  a  Turn  in  the 
Street." 
Thyr.        Thus  the  Papip  tell  us  "  Satan  boaft- 
toc.infeft.g^j^    I  will  not  be  ejeded   by  thofe  litde 
112.    '    Fellows,    Syridiis  and    Beriiardulus,  "  — 
Again  ;  A  Woman's  Daughter  being  pof- 
felied,  {he  had  a  Vifion  of  the  Perfon  who 
was  to  cure  her :    What  fliould  Ihe  do  ? 
Away  (he  flies  to   the  Mo7iajlery,    to  find 
out  the  Man.     The  PrcefeSl  of  the  Mo- 
naftery  comes  out  j  he  was  not  the  Man  : 

till 


(79) 
till  at  length  Sabinus  coming  out,  fhe 
inftantly  knew  his  Face,  and  the  Devil 
left  her  Daughter."  —  *'  The  Devils  have 
often  confelTed,  that  they  would  not  be 
eicdted  but  by  fome  excellent  Perfon. 
When  feveral  had  tried  in  vain  to  drive  a 
Dcemon  out  of  one  Etheler,  he  declared, 
I  will  be  expelled  by  nobody  except  St. 
Swibert^  the  Apofile  of  the  Saxons.  —  Ano- 
ther Damon  faid,  *  I  will  not  go  out,  un- 
lefs  the  Archdeacon  of  Lyons  will  come  him- 
felf,  and  ejedt  me  out  this  Vejj'el^  of  which 
I  have  PolTeffion," 

The  Devil's  Promife,  however,  of  "  let- 
ting the  Woman  be  quiet ^  till  Mr.  We/ley 
was.  gone,  as  if  nothing  ailed   her;"  and 
her  faying,  when  he  came,  "  that  fhe  was 
very  well,  and  nothing  ailed  her,"   are  but 
fome  of  the  Devil's  fly  Tricks,  if  we  may 
believe  the  Pope  :  For,  *'  among  others  of  Ritual 
the   ivicked  Spirit's  Arts   and  Deceptions,  Ro™- 
they  fometimes  hide  themfelves,  and  leave     ^°^^' 
the  Body  as  it  were  free  from  all  Molefla- 
tion,  that  the  Poflefed  may  think  himfelf 
quite  delivered.      But    the   Exorcifl  muft 
not  ceafe,  till  he   fees  the  Signs  of  De- 
livery." 

Mr.  Wefley  accordingly  obeys  the  Rule, 
"  not  leaving    the   Woman    till    all   the 
Symptoms  ceafed ;  and  fhe  was,  for  the  pre- 
fent  at  leaft,  rejoicing;" — ViOX. finally  reliev- 
ed, that  Satan's  Predidion  might  be  ve- 
rified, 
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rifled,    of   "  nothing   ailing   her  till  Mr^ 
Wejley  was  gone.!' 

'Tis  another  obfervable  Circumftance, 
that  when  the  Woman  "  was  rear'd  in 
the  Bed,  her  whole  Body  moved  at  once, 
not  one  Joint  or  Limb  bending,  jull:  as  if  it 
were  a  Piece  of  Stone  ;  and  immediately  af- 
ter it  was  writhed  into  all  kind  of  Poftures.'* 
This  feems  to  be  that  Sort  of  Diflem- 
per,  which  is  called  a  Catalepjisy  of  the 
De  Praeft.  conviilfive  kind  J  which  JVierus  defcribeth 
lib  z^c^r * "^"^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  i-^mQ  Manner,  and  impu- 
&  teth  to  a  diabolical  Power ;  and  of  which 
ljb.i.c.ir.|^g  brings  feveral  Inftances,  efpecially  a- 
mong  fome  Nims.  Dr.  James  (in  the 
Words  Catalep/is  and  Spafmus)  fays  of  fuch, 
*'  that  in  the  convuljive  Paroxifm  the  Limbs 
are  furprizingly  agitated,  and  drawn  into 
^various  DireBions ;  —  at  other  Times  the 
whole  Body  is  ftifF,  and  immoveable  as  a 
Stone  ',  —  the  Limbs  jfixed,  but  eafily  ^exi- 
ble : — fometimes  the  Diforder  hath  its  Ori- 
ginal from  Mela?7choly,  and  is  of  the  Hypo- 
chondriac or  Hyjieric  Kind  j  —  fometimes 
arifeth  from  a  thick ^  mfcid  and  impure 
Blood',  fometimes  from  the  Commotions  and 
Paffions  of  the  Mind  ;  profound  Medita- 
tion^  and  Workings  of  the  Imagination. 
And  he  gives  Inftances  of  Perfons  thus 
feized  at  the  Recital  of  certain  Words,  or 
linging  of  Pfalms,  &c.  and  fometimes  the 
Diftemper  is  complicated  with  a  Trance'' 

The 
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The  Reader  may  there  fee  more  of  this ; 
with  feveral  other  diftempered  CGnvtil/io72Sy 
Di/krtions^  &c\  into  which  the  Methodijls 
are  fo  often  falling. 

In  this  Cafe  I  obferve,  that  the  Opera^ 
tor  himfelf  catchech  the  Contagion^  feized 
with  Part  of  the  Tatienfs  Malady.  For 
Mr.  Wejlcy  fays,  "  that  after  fi?jgi?jg,  he 
had  but  juft  begun  prayings  when  he 
felt  as  if  he  had  been  plunged  into  cold 
Water:' 

Thus   JVierus   tells    us   of   **   a  Witch,    ^^^^ 
Alice  KamitZy    who  herfelf  was   afflicfted  Daemon, 
wath  Part   of  the   Torments,    which   flie  P'  ^°^' 
was    inflidling    upon    others.      But    was 
thought  purpofely  to  have  undergone  this 
Evil,    that  flie  might   not  be  thought  to 
have  bewitched  the  reft." 

The  fame  Author  fays  of  one  fuppofed 
to  be  poiTefled,  "  that  the  Devil  caufed  a  P.  114; 
Senfation  in  her  of  a  cold  Humour  diftilling 
from  the  Head  to  the  Back."  —  And  ^en- 
nertus  (de  Morbis  a  fafci?20,  cap.  6.)  men- 
tions one  thought  beivitched,  who  felt  fuch 
a  Chill  all  over  the  Back,  as  if  he  had 
been  plunged  in  cold  Water:' 

Dr.  James  (under  Spafmiis)  fays,  "  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  Sigiis  of  the  Dif- 
order  is,  a  Senfe  of  Formication,  [  /.  e.  a 
Senfation  like  that  of  the  Creeping  of  Ants, 
Form'icit,  on  any  Part]  which  alfo  feizeth 
the  Oi  Coccygis,  and  like  a  cold  Vapour  af- 
M  cends 
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eends  through  the  Spine  of  the  Back  ;  and 
the  left  }iypocho7idriiim  is  affeded,  ^c.'' 

But  the  Fopijh  Exorcijis  reckon  this  as 
a  certain   SigJi   of   a   Perfon's  being  both 
pojeffl'd  and  bewitched.     For  "   fometimes 
when  the  D^^mons  enter  into  human  Bodies, 
p.^2  25,    it  feems  as  if  a  Vellel  of  the  coldejl  Water 
^^^-        ran  about  their  Backs,   which  fpreadeth  it- 
felf  over   the  ivhoie  Body,    from  Head   to 
Foot. — Some  feel  a  very  cold  Wiiid  defcend 
through  the  Shoulders  and  Rei?7s :    and  if 
the  Exorcift  would  put  his  Hand  upon  the 
Head  of  the  Pojj'ejfedy  he  feels  a  cold  Taking 
like  Ice  under  his  Hand."     Wierus  too  tells 
PrrcftJg.  of  "  a  Girl,  whom  the  Devil  fetting  upon 
^'^^■^•^•' 5' began  with  inducing  a   Senfation   as  of  a 
Catarrh,    or   a    cold   Dcfuxion,    diflilling 
from  Head  to  Foot." 
Hiftor.        Mr.  Mather  gives  much  the  lame  Ac- 
Ch°D.  -.   count  of  fome  Children  bewitched  in  New- 
England,  "  who  would  complain  of  being 
in  a  red-hot  Oven  j  and   foon  after   would 
complain    of   having   cold    Water   thrown 
Doftr.  5.  upon  them."     "  And  'tis  a  certain  Sign  of 
a  Dcemoniac,  (according  to  Complement.  Ar- 
tis  ExorciJL)  when  a  fiery,  or  an  icy  Va- 
pour runs  about  the  Body." 

§.  17.  Here  we  may  bring  in  an  In- 
ftance  or  two  of  ftrong  Imagination,  or  De- 
ception of  the  Senfes ;  which  Mr.  Wejley  a- 
fcribes  to  the  Evil  Spirit ;  and  are  probably 

the 
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the  Effeds  of  Difeafe.  [No.  9.]    ''  I   was  Wen.y 
defired    to   meet    one  who   was  ill    of  a  ijj"'!'^^ 
very  uncommon  Difordcr.     She  faid,   *  For 
feveral  Years  I  have  heard^  wherever  I  am, 
a  Voice  continually  Ipcaking  to  me,  curf- 
ing,  fwearing,  and  blafpheming,  in  the  moft 
horrid   Manner,    and    inciting    me   to   all 
Manner  of  Wickednefs.      I  have  applied 
to  Fhyficians^  and  taken  all  Sorts  of  Medi^ 
cijieSy  but  am   never  the  better.'     No,  nor 
ever  will,  till  a  better  PbyfiGdan  than  thefe 
bruifes  Satan  under  her  Feet," 

The   learned   Dr.   Meady    fpeaking   of  Medic. 
«'  thofe  Perturbations  of  Mind  which  af-Sacr.p.;2. 
fedl  melancholy  Perfons  in  wonderful  man- 
ners," fays,    '*  I  have  known  tiDO^  who, 
even    when    alone,   imagined   they   heard 
Voices  of  Perfons  fpeaking  into  their  Ears." 
And  Dr.   'James  obferves,  that  "  in  fome  Under. 
Depravation  of  the  Organs  of  the  £^r,  or  '^""^•' 
of    the    Brainy    People    perceive    Sounds, 
which  have  no  Exiftence  but  in  the  Imagi- 
nation : —  it  being  a  Matter  of  Indifference, 
whether  the  Fibres  of  the  Nerve  (the  Au- 
ditory) be  agitated  in  the  Brain,  or  in  the 
Ear  :  that  this  happens  in  a  Delirium,  Ver^ 
tigo ;  and  is  a  Forerunner  of  bad  Diflem- 
pers,  an  Epilepjy,  &c.'' 

That  this  is  no  new  kind  of  Diforder, 
and  tlie  Effedt  too  of  diftempered  Bile,  we 
learn  from  the  happy  Madinan  of  Horace,  Epift.  t. 
(wlio  had  the  Story  from  much  anciejiter  ^^-  ^' 
M   2  Writers) 
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Wi'iters)  who  fancied  he  heard  fome  ex- 
cellent Tragedians  ading  their  Parts  on  the 
Stage.  But,  at  length,  was,  to  his  great 
Mortification,  cured  oih\^fwect  Delirium^ 
by  drinking  proper  Dofes  of  Helhbore.  — 
And,  if  it  would  be  kindly  taken,  I  would 
venture  to  recommend  this  fame  Hellebcre 
to  my  Patients  of  the  Order  of  Method? fm. 

Galen  hath  another   Inflancc  of   fuch 
*'  depraved   Imagination ;    one    who   fan- 
cied  a   Company  of  Trumpeters  were   in 
his  Room,  and   would  be  calling  out  to 
the  Servants    to  turn  them  out  of  Doors 
for  making   fuch  a  Noife,   and   breaking 
his  reft."    Difrer.  Sympt.  cap.  3. 
Compl.        But  the  Exorcifiical  Writers  reckon  *'  a- 
ExoJc.    niong  the  certain  Signs  of  a  Pojjefion,  or 
Doct.  V.  Witchcraft,    the  hearing  or  feeing  preterm 
iiatiirally  fuch  flrange  Things.     And  one 
of  them    cured    a   Madman,    who    only 
thought  he  had  the  Evil  Spirit  in  his  right 
Ear,  by  pouring  a  Veffel  of  Holy  Water  in- 
to his  Ear,  and  upon  his  Head," 
Praeftig.       Wterus  fays,  "  The  Daemons  enter  into 
Daemon,  ^j^^  Phantafy,  and  infinuate  Words  either 
of  Perturbation,    or  Pleafure  5    not  indeed 
emitting  any  Voice  by  Pulfatipn  and  Sound, 
but  injeding    their   Words   without    any 
Noife,  &cr     But  the  fame  Author^  in  the 
V.  229,   Chapter  "  of  the  depraved  Imagination  of 
melancholy  People,  mentions  a  Fryer  guil- 
ty of  unnatural  Vices^    who   affirmed   he 
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faw  another  Perfon,  who  Hved  at  many 
Miles  Diftance,  and  complained,  that  every 
one  be  met  always  made  a  great  Noife  in 
bis  Ears^  and  fent  to  Wierus  for  Advice. 
Some  thought  the  Fault  lay  in  the  Organs 
of  Hearing  3  but  indeed  his  Mind  was  dif- 
ordcred.'" 

He  has  another   Inftance  in    "  a  poor  Prrciiig. 
Couutrywan^  who   had  vomited  Glafs  and^^^o^- 
Nails,  fee.  iov  Jeveral Tears,  as  \^  bewitch-  ^^^^^]^ 
ed ;  of  which   being   cured,    he  yet  after- 
ward always   felt  and  heard  in  his   Belly 
the  S'jund  of  a  Bag  cj  broken  Glafs -,   and 
likewife   the    Clock  flriking,    and    diftincft 
r,r-.l.-e.;     of   the   Hammer    on    his    Heart. 
.,t  People  thus  hear  and  fee  is  owing, 
\^^  :>  ne,  lO  the  black  Bile  j  which  happens 
partly  from  the    Diet,    Air,    Sorrow  and 
Fear ;    partly    from    the   Conftitutions  of 
Heaven,    and   partly  in    Agreement    with 
other  delirious  Perfons."      But  afterwards 
he  fays,   '*  Who  doth  not  fee  in  the  Man's  p.  395. 
Organ  (fitted  on  account  of  his  Simplicity 
to    the   Devil's   lllufions )    the   Operation, 
Trickings  and  Vexations  of  a  Dcemon  ? 

'Tis  a  common  Complaint  among  Fo-  Thyrse. 
fifi  Enthifiafs,  that  the  Devil  enters  intoj-^/^  '";^^ 
all  the  Senj'es,  Seeing,  Hearing,Tafing,  Smell-  *"  '   ' '''' 
ing.  Feeling  -,  and  they  flievv  how. 

Accordingly  "  he  was  fo  angry  with  St.  Ribadcn. 
Fra?2ces  of  Rome,  for  the  many  Booties  fheP-  213- 
had  fnatched  from  Hell, —  that  he  was  al- 
ways 
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ways  plaguing  her, — appearing  in  the  Shape 
of  Men  and  Women  in  filthy  Pollures, 
moft  unbefeeming  Geftures,  and  wanton 
'A6tions.  And  he  once  played  her  a  moft 
malicious  Trick,  by  trailing  about  her  Room 
a  rotten  Carcats  of  a  dead  Man,,  which 
made  fuch  an  intolerable  and  lafting  Stench, 
that  (he  had  for  ever  an  Averfion  to  Man." 
Ribadeneira  fays  the  fame  of  Catharine  of 

Fibaden.   Sienna  -y     "  whom    the    Devils    molefted 

"  ^^  '   with  foul  and  abominable  Imaginations,  — 

reprefenting  to  her  Eyes  and  Ears  moft  un- 

feemly  Things.   And  fhe  was  a  long  Time 

thus  afflided." 

By  comparing  thefe  Stories  together,  we 
may  juftly  afcribe  the  feveral  Voices,  in- 
ternal and  external,  which  fo  many  Pa- 
pijis  and  Methodijis  hear,  as  well  as  their 
fuppofed  Vifions,  to  the  Force  of  dijlempered 
Fancy  j  the  Voices  being  as  it  were  the 
Echo,  and  the  Vifions  the  Reflexion,  of  tl-jieir 
own  Imagination. 
Wtfley       In  Analogy  to  this  [No.  lo.]    we  find 

lX!%}^^  Eftbdl  of  Mr.  mjley^  Difcourfe  on 
'Feeling:  For,  fays  he,  "  It  plea  fed  God 
to  make  this  Difcourfe  an  Occafion  of  dif- 
covering  fuch  IViles  of  Satan,  as  it  never 
entered  into  my  Heart  to  .conceive. — Find- 
ing many  had  been  offended  at  the  Ser- 
mon, —  I  called  them  together,  and  exa- 
mined them  feverally  concerning  their  Ex- 
perienceSy    and   other   Circumjlances,      And 

thus 
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thus  far  I  approved  of  their  Experiences^  as 
to  their  feeling  tlie  Working  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  &c.  But  as  to  what  fome  of 
them  liiid  farther,  concerning  ''  feeling  the 
Blood  of  Chrijl  rusning  upon  their  Arms^ 
or  going  down  their  I'hroaty  or  proured 
like  warm  Water  on  their  Breaf,  or  Heart -y' 
I  plainly  told  them,  *'  the  utmoft  I  could 
allow  was,  that  fc?ne  of  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  might  be  from  God,  (tho'  I  could 
not  affirm  they  were)  w^orking  in  an  un- 
ufual  Manner ;  —  but  that  all  the  reft,  I 
muft  believe,  to  be  the  mere  empty  Dreams 
of  an  heated  Imagination." 

However  good  Mr.  We/ley  may  be  at 
his  DiJlinBions  ;  I  believe  he  would  find  it 
difficult  to  diftiriguilh  n^hich  of  thefe  odd 
Circumftances  might  be  from  God,  and 
which  were  all  the  reft,  that  were  the  mere 
empty  Dreams  of  an  heated  Imagination  ; 
and  which  difcovered  fuch  inconceivable 
Wiles  of  Satan.  Here  we  fee  the  manifeft 
Danger  of  running  into  Methodifm,  in 
which  fuch  Fanatical  Super fiitions  and 
Diabolical  Delu/ions  ftand  confeffed.  And 
do  thefe  Evils' flop  here?  Hath  not  Mi.. 
Wefley  himfelf  related  feveral  of  a  worfe 
kind,  as  Scepticifms,  hfdelity,  and  Atheifm  "( 
And  will  he  perfuade  us,  that  he  hath  dif~ 
covered  half  of  what  himfelf  knows  ?  And 
is  it  not  evident  what  Delufions  run  through 
the  whole  of  \\\t\x  ftrange  Difpenfation  f 

§■  'S. 
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§.  1 8.  Let  us  try  the  Point  in  fome  other 
Weficy  Caies.  [No.  ii.]  "  I  was  both  farprized 
^  .^^^'  and  grieved  at  a  genuine  Inftance  of  En- 
thiifiafm.  J —  B — ,  of  Tan  fie  Id- Lei gh^ 
v/ho  had  received  a  Senfe  of  the  Love  of 
God  a  few  Days  before,  came  riding  thro' 
the  Town,  hallowing  and  fliouting,  and 
driving  all  the  People  before  him,  telling 
them,  *  God  had  told  him  he  fliould  be 
a  Ki?}g,  and  fhould  tread  all  his  Enemies 
under  his  Feet." 

He  might  have  called  it  an*  Inftance  of 
dire5i  Mad?iefs^  as  v/ell  as  of  genuine  En- 
thifiafm  :  but  then  perhaps  an  Enthufiajl^ 
and  a  Madman^  might  have  been  deemed 
xhQ  fame  Thing '^  and  what  would  become 
of  Methodifm  ? —  But  to  take  the  Fad  as 
here  related  ;  —  We  fee  a  wild  Methodiji, 
but  a  few  Days  after  receiving  a  Senfe  of 
God's  Lcve,  coming  with  all  the  Claims  of 
Royalty  i  which  affords  frefh  Proof,  how 
foon  their  fancied  Feelings  and  Imprcfjions 
are  apt  to  puff  up  prefumptuoiis  Minds  with 
Pride  and  Vain-Glory  j  as  if  they  were  of 
^Jiipcrior  Rank^  and  common  Mortals  of  a 
loiver  Difpenfation.  Another  Difcovery  of 
the  Wiles  of  Satan  among  them.  Thus 
P.  229.  Wieriis  tells  us,  "  I  knew  one  of  this  de- 
praved Imagination,  who  believed  himfelf 
the  Monarch  and  Emperor  of  the  whole 
World  i  and  that  that  Name  belonged  only 

to 
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to  him,"      In  fuch  a   mad  Tranfport   St. 
Francis  exclaimed,   "I  know  that  I   fhall  Conform, 
be  a  Qj'cat  Frince : — I  ilia  11  be  adored  over  °  •  ^34- 
all  the  Earth." 

In  \}c\z  Acla  Germanlca  we  have  "  fe-An-i^;.' 
veral  Examples  of  fuch  high  Claims  in  Per-  '  *^''' 
fons  grown  mad  out  of  Fride ;  who  ima- 
gined themfelves,  one  a  Cgtmt  of  the  Em- 
pirey  another  King  of  Fortuga!,  a  third 
a  great  ^een^  a  fourth  Czar  of  Aluf- 
covyy 

Thefe,  however,  were  innocent  mad 
Feople,  in  Comparifon  of  this  outrageous 
Methodift  J  and  I  doubt  not  their  Pretenfions 
to  Royalty  fl;and  upon  as  good  Foundation^ 
as  the  Methodifts  Fancies^  or  even  Afj'u- 
ranceSy  of  Celefial  Croions.  For  (as  Plu- 
tarch obferves)  "  A  groundlefs  and  irra- E^J  Par. 
tional  foy  agitates  and  alienates  the  d)/[i^^d p^ [^' 
more  than  either  Sorrow  or  Fear,'' 

Nor  make  I  any  doubt  but  the  fame  De- 
ception of  the  SenfeSy  caufed  by  difiempercd 
E7ithuflafm  ever  infufed  into  the  Heady  pro- 
duced the  feveral  following  prejumptuous 
AfjuranceSy  and  vifionary  Exultations,  "  One  Wefl;/ 
in  a  high  Fever  cries  out,  O!  I  am  happy,  "^  -J,  """ 
happy,  happy: — all  iht  Angels  rejoice, — 
and  I  rejoice  with  them  ;  for  I  am  united 
to  Jefus.  —  Smiling  and  looking  up,  (lie 
fays,  *  There  is  the  Lamb.  The  E?u'?ny 
may  come  -,  but  he  liath  7io  Fart  in  niey 
&c." 

N  *'  ^arah 
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Wefley  "  Sarah  Whijkin  was  taken  III  of  a 
5  Journ.  -p^^^y.^ — continually  praying  th:it  God  would 
reveal  himfelf  to  her  Soul.  —  In  the  mean 
time  ihe  fays,  *  The  Devil  is  very  bufy 
with  me. —  But  I  am  fnatched  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Devil.  Tho'  God  has  not 
yet  revealed  himfelf  to  me  j  yet  I  believe, 
were  I  to  die  this  Night,  before  To-morrow 
I  ihould  be  in  Heaven.  —  I  have  not  feen 
the  Lord  yet.  But  I  believe  I  fi all  fee 
him,  and   live.'  —  The  next  Day  ihe  fays, 

*  I  have  had  no  Sleepy  but  I  have  had  the 
Lord  with  me.*  Soon  after,  '  I  fear  I 
have  deceived  myfelf.  I  thought  the 
Amen  was  fealed  in  my  Fleart ;  but  I  fear 
it  is  not.'  She  fings,  they  pray,  and  flie 
is  delivered  from  her  Fears.  —  Soon  after 
we  were  gone  fhe  rofe  up,    and  faid,  — 

*  Now  it  is  done.  I  am  afiured  my  Sins 
are  forgiven.-— Dieth.' — I  fliould  have  ob~ 
ferved,  that  flie  had  a  Vijion  of  her  Rela- 
tions receiving  inftantaneoufly  a  Bleffing. 
'  I  faw  my  Mother,  and  Brother  and 
Sifter  in  my  Sleep,  and  they  all  received  a 
Bleffing  in  a  Moment." 

As  we  know  nothing  of  this  Woman's 
Life  and  Converfation,  we  have  no  Reafon 
to  queflion  her  Salvation  :  tho'  we  may 
queflion  whether  her  Ajjlirances  and  Vi- 
Jions  are  well-grounded.  Two  Things 
feem  plain  :  That  the  Mcthodijis  are  trained 
up  and  bolftcred  with  Expedations  of  AV- 

velations^ 
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vclatlons,  and  of  feeing  God  prefent  ivitb 
them  ;  which  furely  is  a  very  prefumptuous 
and  dangerous  Doctrine  :  —  And  that  her 
DiCcouries  are  hke  the  RambHngs  of  a  de- 
lirious fever  ;  which  Mr.  Wejley  acknow- 
iedgeih  Ihe  had. —  As  to  her  Vifion  of  her 
Relations,  'tis  much  Hke  what  St.  Terefa 
lays:  ''  Being  much  indiffofed^  I  took  upvin.  Sro. 
my  Rofary\  and  infenfibly  fell  into  a  Ra'pt  jP-  ^^4- 
feemed  to  be  in  Heaven^  and  there  I  jaw 
both  my  Father  and  Mother,  I  doubted 
whether  this  might  not  be  (om^  Illufion; 
tho'  it  did  not  fo  feem  to  me." 

[No.  12.]    We  have  an  Account  of  "  a  WeHcy. 
Boy,    turned  out  of  School   for    Mifbeha-5  J°^^"- 
viour,  running  away  from  his  Parents,  fuf-^"  ^^* 
fcring  Hunger  and  Cold,  three  Days  with- 
out Sultenance,  hearing  Mr.   Wefley,  and 
reforming  j — tempted  by  the  Devil  to  hang 
or  drown  himfelf :  > —  but  wreftling  with 
God  in  Prayer,   he  faw  himfelf  furrounded 
on  a  hidden   with  an  inexprejjihle  Light ; 
—  feized  with  a  painful  lUnefs,   declares, 

*  tho'  I  am  not  in  Heaven  yet,  I  am  as  fure 
of  it  as  if  I  was  ;  —  as  fure  of  Chrifi,  as  if 
I  had  him  already.'  —  One  Day  his  Mother 
faid,  '  y^cky,  you  have  not  been  with 
your   Saviour    To-Night.'       He    replied, 

*  Yes,  I  have.'  She  asked,  '  What  did 
he  fay  ?'  He  anfwered,  '  He  bid  me  not 
be  afraid  of  the  Devil  j  for  he  had  no 
Power   to  hurt  me    at  all,   but   I  fliould 
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tread  him  under  my  Feet.'  In  this  Ilhiefs 
he  died,  Ibme  Months  above  thirteen  Years 
old." 

In  this  Cafe,  as  in  the  former,  I  have 
no  Quarrel  vi^ith  the  Boy's  PzV/y,  but  the 
Enthi/Jialm  attending  it;  in  which  heap- 
pears  to  have  been  well  injiruSied.  For 
he  has  Ajjurance  of  his  Sahatiojj^  and 
that  Eternal : — Chj-i/i  comes  to  attend  him, 
and  fpeaks  to  him  formally,  in  fo  many 
Words  i  and  h\^  Mother  draws  him,  as  a 
Thing  expected,  or  agreed  upon,  into  a 
Declaration  of  this  Dhine  Prefence  ai^ui 
Converfation.  To  v^'liich  add,  his  Saying, 
that  "  he  law  himfelf  furrounded  with  an 
inexpreflible  Lights  while  he  wrellled  witli 
God.''  All  which  may  be  reckoned  as 
more  "  Dreams  of  a  heated  Imagination^ 
or  Wiles  of  Satan -,"  (to  countenance  the 
Dehfjion  of  Metbodif?n.)  Unlefs  it  can  be 
proved,  that  all  the  Pretenfions  of  the 
fame  Nature,  among  the  moft  frantic  and 
v/ild  faints  of  the  Antichrijiian  Communion., 
were  truly  from  God,  and  Confirmations 
of  the  Truth  of  FopiJJ:  Religion. 

I  don't  know,  whether  the  iiiexprefjibk 
hight  furrounding  the  Boy^  be  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  a  Glory  irradiating  his  tic/z  Perfon^ 
or  emitted  from  it  ;  or  wliether  it  was  a 
Sign  of  the  Divine  Prcfitice,  while  lie  was 
ivrejiling  ivith  God.  But  I  could  produce 
hundreds  of  Inftances,  were  it  needful,  of 

iwch 
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fuch  fabulous  TapifticalT^aleS',    where  riiOt 
only  the   Great   Saints^    St.    Francis^    St. 
Ignatius,  &cc.  but  Novices  and  Nims  have 
been   emblazon'd    in   the    fame  Manner; 
and  encompaffed  with  fuch  extraordinary 
Splendors,  by  the  Fi/its  of  Chrijly  the  Vir- 
gin, Angels,  Apofles  and  Saints.     Some  of 
which  I  lliall  fet  down,  after  mentioning 
the  Cafe  of  Samuel  and  Thomas  Hitchens^ 
two  Brothers  j  who  in  a  little  Compafs  of 
Time  went  through  moft  of  the  Myjleries 
of  Methodifm,  and  arrived  to  this  Bright- 
nefs  of  Glory.     In  the  Account,  printed,  and 
induflrioufly    publiflied,     we     read     that 
*'  Samuel,  a  Smith  by  Trade,  had  almoft 
forgot  every  Thing  that  was  good,  till  the 
Mcthodifi  Teachers  came    into    Cornwall, 
—  During  their    Prayer,    he   fell   to   the 
Ground,  and  roared  ;  but  is  foon  converted 
to  the  Faith.     But  the  Devil  then  ftrove 
to  reafon  him  out  of  it :  —  then  raifed  a 
Mob  againfl:  the  Methodijis  -,  got  a  Warrant 
to  prels  him  for  a  Soldier  ;  but  God  fuffered 
them   not   to   touch    him.  —  By    another 
Snare  of  the  Devil,  he  is  tempted  to  ?narry, 
whereby   his   Heart  is  drawn  away  from 
God',  and  he  is  plunged  into  utter  Dark- 
nefs,    often    faying,     *   he   was     in   Hell.  * 
He  wandered  about   the  Fields  by  Night, 
threw  himfelf  on  the  Earth,    beat  his  Head 
againft  the  Ground ;  roaring,  beating,  and 
cutting    hinifelf   in    feveral    Places.  —  Is 

quite 
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quite  delivered  in  a  Moment.  But  ftill  has 
frequent  and  fore  Conflid:s  with  ^atan^ — 
doubts  cf  the  Being  of  a  God;  but  is  de- 
livered. Is  Head  of  a  Clafs^  or  Band  j 
where  he  difcovered  any  Taking  amifs  by 
a  Weight  which  he  felt.  Takes  upon  him 
to  be  a  Preacher^  but  doubting  of  his 
Mijion,  till  convinced  it  was  the  Will  of 
God. —  He  runs  into  another  Miftake,  and 
is  to  an  Extreme  negligent  of  his  Apparel ; 
but  afterwards  convinced,  that  a  Chrijiian 
ought  by  his  outward  Neafnefs  to  fliew 
the  Purity  of  his  Mind.  His  laft  Temp- 
tation was  to  ftarve  himfelf,  by  denying 
his  Body  neccffary  Support  ;  but  is 
convinced  of  this  Error  too  ;  which  began 
and  ended,  while  he  walked  in  the  b7-oad 
Light  of  God's  Countenance.  —  A  Day  or 
two  afterwards,  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
caught  a  7nalignant  Fever,  (  whereof  he 
died)  in  which  he  cries  out,  '  I  have  not 
the  leaft  Doubt  of  my  Salvation  j  —  I  fee 
the  Gates  of  Heaven  ftand  open,  and  fefus 
ftands  with  open  Arms  to  receive  me. 
Let  me  go  1  I  muft  be  gone  !'  The  next 
Day  he  cries  out  aloud,  *  Open  the  Heaven, 
O  1  my  God,  and  come  down  into  my 
Soul  1  Come  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gholf, 
and  plunge  me  into  Gcd !  Carry  me,  ye 
Angels,  &c." 

The  Account  is  much   the  fame  with 
regard  to   his  Brother  Thomas,  a  Tinner  ; 

"  who 
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"  who    from     following     Revellingi    a?id 
Hur lings  bt:came  a  Mcthodift  Preacher,    In 
much   Trouble  and  Hcavinefs,  —  receives 
great  Comfort  of  the  Lord ;   but  foon  after 
ftripped  of  all,  and  thinks  God   hath  left 
him  a  final  CajUaway.     But  goes  into  his 
Clofet,  and  has  an  Anfwer  from  the  Lord, 
'  I  am  thy  Rightcoiijhejs." —  When  in  great 
y<?>',  is  in  the  greateft  Danger  of  Fride  and 
Lightnefs  j  —  and  found  great  Temptation 
to  Pride:,  when  fpeaking  to  the  People.  — 
Falls   ill    of  a  high  Fever ;    in  which  he 
prays,  with  a  Voice  quite  altered.  —  God  is 
come    to    carry    me   Home.     Oh  !    I  fee 
Thoufands,  and  ten  Thoufands  of  Angels  I 
Do  you  not  fee  them  ?  O  1  Brother  Tre??2- 
bathy  do  you  not  fee  what  a  glorious  Place 
I   am    going   to  ?  —  Mary  Bifoine^    can't 
you  fee  Jefus  Chrijl  coming,  with  an  innu- 
merable  Company    of   Angels,    and    the 
Golden  Banner  difplayed  ?  They  are  com- 
ing to  carry  me  to  the  Bofom  of  my  God. 
Open  their  Eyes,  O  God  I  that  they  may 
fee  them. — I  am  whiter  than  Snow.     I  am 
wafhed    in   the    Blood    of  my  Redeemer, 
Why,  lamallGodr 

That  I  may  not  repeat  what  I  have  be- 
fore remarked,  concerning  the  flrange  Vi- 
ciiTitudes,  and  Perturbations,  Sccpticifm?, 
Defpairings,  MadnefTes,  ^c.  attending  the 
Progrefs  of  Methodifm  ;  I  (hall  only  take 
notice    of  thofe   deledfabk    Frenzies,    and 
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fweet  DeUriay  which  fo  often  accompany  a 
Fever;  of  which  both  the  Brothers  (nei- 
ther of  them  much   above  twenty  Years  of 
Age)  died.      Both   are  abfolutely  fare  of 
Heaven ;   both  have  the  Company  and  Sight 
of  Jefas  and  Angels  j    one  is  plunged  into 
God',   the  other  is  all  God. 
DeSym-       Fracofiorius  tells  us,   that  "  in  Ecjlatic 
O  ^  20    P^^^^^^^  'tis  common  for  pious  Perfons,   or 
fuch    as  from  the  Strength   of  Dijlemper 
and  Imagination  think  themfclves  fuch,  to 
fancy  they  fee  Gods  and  Choirs  of  Angels.*' 
Wier.de  "  If  Heathens  be   thus  delirious^  and  fe- 
/^ 'f"   duced  by  the  Tdufions  of  Satan,  they  are  in 
Company  with   Diana,  Herodias,   or  Mi- 
lI^o^^'c'   ^^'"^'^•*    or  elfe,  Venus,  Minerva,  and  Di^ 
Cap.  19.  ana^  fhall  come  and  carry  Hyacinthiis  and 
his  Sifter  to  Heaven,  fur  dying  in  a  State 
Q)i  Virginity y — If  they  are  Popijh  Fanatics, 
Ribaden.   yye  are  told  of  "  'Johannes  Ma^ii'us,  who 
Soc.  jcfu.  *"  a  delirious  r  ever,  and  near  dying,  was 
p.  255.     refreflied  with  the  Sight  of  Chrift,  St.  Ig^ 
natius,  and  other  Saints ;    fo  that  he  de- 
clared a  Fever  "was  pleafanter  than  Health.'* 
Ph.  Nerius,   weakened    by   a  continual 
Fever,    as  if  he  had  embraced  fomebody 
Ribaden.  they  couM  not  fee,  cries  out,  "  O  !  moft 
^^  ^^*  dear  Virgin !  are  you  come  to   free  me  ? 
O  1  moft  Holy  Mother  of  God  I  the   moll 
beautiful  of  all  Creatures  i — I  will  prefume 
to  embrace  you." — At  length,  returning  to 
himfeif,  he  fays  to  thofe  about  him,  "  Did 

you 
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you  not  fee  the  mojl  blejjcd  Mother  of  Gody 
who  by  her  Prefence  hath  driven  away  my 
Sicknefs  ?" — Wouid  you  have  the  Sandtion 
ot  Infallibility^  "  St.  Nicholas  ^  juft  before  Br  Rom; 
his  Death,  law  Angels  come  out  to  meet^^*^-  ^* 
him. — St.  Alca?itara   frequently   enjoyed 
the  Prefence    of  Chrifl :    the   Virgin^    St.  oft.  26. 
Francis^  and  other  Celeftial  Spirits^  enter- 
tained   their   Fellow-Citizen   with  familiar 
Difcourfes. —  St.  ^ ere/a,  who  for  twenty-  oa.  15. 
two  Years  had  Fevers^  and  other  Diftem- 
pers,  fees   Angels^  and  Jefus  Chrijl  taking 
her  by  the  Hand  and  efpoufing  her ;  and 
they  likewife  attend  her  Death  j  when  {he 
goes  up  to  Heaven  in  the  Shape  of  a  white 
Dover — 

"  Brother  Emanuel,    being  delirious  by  Franc; 
the  Force  of  his   Dijlemper,    fung  excel -g^^^^rgj-^ 
lently  well   Pfalms  a?id  Hymns -^  and  juft  p.  402. 
before  his  Death  began  moft  devoutly  to 
fpeak  to    the    Corners    of   his   Chamber. 
Being  asked,    to   whom   he   diredted    his 
Words ;    he   replied,    to  the  Holy  Angels^ 
whom  he  faw  waiting  for  the  Departure 
of  his  Soul,  that  they  might  carry  it  up 
to  Heaven** — "  A  certain  Fryer  y  extremely  Specul. 
religions,  was  almoft  driven  to  Defpair  to-  ^^.^""P^* 
wards   the   Beginning   of  his    Conveffon -,  Ex.  23*. 
but  the    Abbot  pawned  his   Life   for   the 
Security  of  his  Salvation,  if  he  would  but 
continue  obediently  in  the  Order.     After- 
wards the  Frxer  was  feized  Vvith  a  Fever^ 
O  fell 
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fell  into  an  Ecfiajy^  had  a  Sight  of  Reavm  ; 
and  brought  back  from  Chrijiy  to  whom 
he  was  prefented,  Promife  of  Pardoji 
and  Eternal  Life  in  his  Bofom ;  and  heard 
from  his  Holy  Mouth,  that  all  who  con- 
tinued obediently  in  that  Order  fliould 
certainly  ht  faved.'' 

Though   I   have   been    pretty  long  on 
this   Article^    I  can't  help   producing  the 
ftfuifs   Mark  in    one  Inftance    more. — 
"  Brother    Emanuel^     who    ufually    was 
grievoully  troubled  at  the  very  Shadow  of 
the  leait  Fault,  faid  when  he  was  dying, 
that    nothi?ig   troubled    his   Confcie?2ce^    he 
had  no   Spot  to   be  wiped  away  by  Con- 
fejjion.     After  his  Mind  had  been  thrown 
out  of  its  Seat  by  a  Fren%y  j  all  wondered 
that  he  talked  with  God^  in  Words  fo  well 
adapted,   and  fo  warm  with  Divine  Love, 
that   he    could    not    have   compofed    any 
Thing  better,  when  in  his  Scnfes.     He  re- 
quefted  the  Virgin   Mary,  that  he  might 
fee  her ',  and  fhe  granted  his  Petition." — 
One  might  alledge  Hundreds  of  Inftances 
of  Fopif)  Saints  beatified  by  God,  Angels, 
and  Saints,  in  Life  and  in  Death. 

Happy  Madmen  !  Faithful  teachers ! 
Who  can  tlius  convert  Dijiempers  into 
Deities ;  and  the  groundlefs  Rants  of  a 
■  di [ordered  Brain  into  A^urances  oj  Salva- 
tion ;  and  by  fuch  Devices  give  a  Sanction 
'to  their  wicked  Pcadiaritics. 

§.  19, 
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§.19.  Of  Affinity  to  thck  Divine  a/iJ 
Arigelical  Fijits,  is  the  extraordinary  Light, 
which  furrounds  fome  of  the  Favoured 
Methodifts.  Such  was  that  of  "  a  Perfon  wefley 
in  bright  Cloaths  appearing  in  the  Night '  I"""'"" 
to  Peter  Wright,  whence  the  Room  was 
as  bright  as  Day."  —  Such  that  of  the  Boy 
juft  mentioned,  "  who  faw  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  an  incxprejjible  Light,  while 
he  was  wreftHng  with  God''  Whether 
this  was  the  EfFe6t  of  a  Cekftial  Prefencc, 
or  a  Radiation  of  Glory  from  the  Boy  j  'tis 
either  Way  confonant  to  the  old  Heathen 
Notions.  When  Serpej^ts  were  fent  to 
deftroy  young  Hercules  in  his  Bed,  Jupiter 
watched  over  him,  — 

^xoj   J''  aval    hixo^   gT'jvS)^.  Theocrit. 


A  Light  was  in  the  Houfe. 


Idyl. 


Jupiter  cm  t  come  to  his  Miftrefs  Alcmena, 
but 

JEdes  totce  confulgebant,  quafi  cfent  aureee. 
The   whole   Houfe  fliined,  as  if  all   over 
Gold.   A  Voice  too  is  heard,  "  Alc?tiena,  fear  pi3ut_ 
nothing:  the  Governor  of  Heaven   comes Amphyt. 
to  affift  thee,  and  thine." — Nor  can  cven'^^'  5- 
Fluto,  the  God  of  Hell,   make  his  Appear- 
ance, to  carry  off  a  Girl,   but — 

Chiram  difpergere  culminn  tuccm      c1u;c11-q, 

Adventum  teftata  Dei ',  Rspt.Prof. 

A  bright  Light  attefts  his  coming.    .         "   '  >/"J\^' 

O  2  In 
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In  the  other  Way;  —  we  find  Splendors ^ 
and  Limbent   Flames  glorifying,   the  fame 
Heathens :  —  As   the    Light    furrounding 
Lib.  4.    Afcanius    in    Virgil:  • —  That    of    Ttillius 
Cap.  I.   jjojiiJiiis  in  Dionyfius  Halicarn.  who  being 
fuppofed    to    be  the   Son    of   Vulcan,    or 
fome  Domefiic  Genius^  was  illuilrated  with 
Paufan.   f^^h  a  Glory  round  his  Head  :  —  That  of 
qITIo,   Apoll'fs  Bajlard  Boy^  who  being  expofed, 
and  found  by  a  %vanderi?]g  Shepherd y    the 
Shepherd   faw   a    CcleJIial  Light    emitted 
from  him ;  and  he  afterwards   was  famed 
for  curing  all  Difeafes. 

Which  being  a  jufl  Emblem  of  Fret  end- 
ers  to  Infpiration,  zndi  fptiriozis  Prophets  ; 

Let  us  pafs  to  our  ufual  Parallel  ironx 

Paganizing  Papijls.     Befides  their  eminent 

Saints^  as  Founders  of  Orders ^  Sec,  among 

whom  fuch  Favours  were  common,  1  fhall 

produce  two  or  three  (out  of  about  Fifty 

which  I  have  obferved)  of  the  loit'cr  Clafs. 

Anna!,    Francus  tells  us,  that  "  while  the   Jcfuit 

jeiuit.     Suariiis  was  praying  before  a  Crucijixy  m 

a  Sort  of  Rapt,   fuch  Rays  of  Light  iifued 

from  the  Sides  of  the  Crucifix,    as  made 

the  whole  Chamber  and  the  Man's  Face 

^*ar.   JhineT —  Thuillier  fays,  "  that,  as  feveral 

May  T3.  -^^^^-^  teftified,  while   Father  'John  was  at 

Majs,    they  faw  him  n..i:rmed   to   fuch    a 

Degree,  by  a  Divine  Spirit,  that  his  Face 

was  irradiated,  and  like  a  Globe  of  Flame :'- 

Feb.  28.  —  And  "  What  r-.Iortai  can   fufficiently 

admire 
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•admire  Pet,  Hcbert,  a  Minim  ;  if,  as  many 
report,  a  Hcave?jly  Splendor fiirroimdcd  him 
at  the  Altar ;  and  more  tlian  once  Concerts 
ef  Angels  were  heard,  comforting  and /-- 
renading  this  Candidate  of  Heaven:* 

Sometimes  indeed  Cheat,  Magic,  or  Dia- 
bolical Illufions,  were  fufpeded,  and  even 
confefled,  in  thefe  Cafes.  Wieriis  fpeaks 
of  "  a  young  Girl  poffefTed,  and  miferably 
harailed  by  xh^  Devil-,  but  he  promiled 
her  a  jure  Token  of  Dehverance,  when  fhe 
went  next  to  Mafs.  Accordingly  at  Mafs, 
the  Prieft  faw,  and  the  Girl  perceived,  a 
ivhite  Shade  furrounding  her.  See  the  II- 
lufion  of  the  Devil." — 

''Satan  often  appeared  to  Ignatius  him-  Ribaden. 
felf  in  2.  jhi?iing  and  glittering  Form,    as-'"'-^'' 
if  it  had  been  fome  Divine  Light : —.\yMX^:^^^^^' 
he  difcovered    the    Fraud r      And    why 
might  it  not  be  a  like  Satanical  Delufion, 
when    *'  divers   beheld   his  oitvz   Counte- 
nance   refplendent,    and    fparkling    with 
Beams  of  Light?"  Or,  when  "  St.  Francis 
was  wholly  furrounded  with  a  bright  Cloud, 
in  Conformity  to  Chrijl -,  and  would  make 
Night  as   Light  as  Day  r"  —  Or,   again,  Spindi. 
**  when  that  true  Devotee  faw  openly,  noti^^-''-'^*='P* 
in  the  Spirit,  but  with  his  bodily  Eye,  the'^'  ^''' 
^ieen    of  Heaven  ffanding   by  him,    and 
the  whole  Room  JJMng  from  her  extraor- 
dinary Brightntfs  ?"— One  <  !  iheir  famous 
Miracle- Authors  declares,  that  one  Brother 

was 
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Specul.  was  fo  elevated  with  Pridey  on  account  of 
^XX  his  Religious  Strianejjh,  that  he  boafted 
Ex.  21.  of  having  Vijions  of  Angeh  attending  him  ; 
and  that  one  Day  the  Devil  tramformed 
into  the  Figure  of  Chriji  came  to  him,  in 
Company  with  a  Thoufand  Angeh  with 
their  blazing  Lamps.  One  of  them  faid, 
*  Thy  Converfation  hath  pleafed  Chrifl^ 
and  lo !  he  is  come  to  thee.'  He  then 
worfnpped  the  Devil ;  and  the  next  Day 
told  his  Brethren^  '  I  have  now  no  need 
of  the  Commtmiony  for  I  have  feen  Chrifi 
to  Day  J"  There  are  many  fuch  Stories 
in  the  fame  Author.  Particularly,  Difl.  3. 
Ex.  33,  38.  Dift.  9.  Ex.  36. 

The  laft  of  thefe  Expreffions,  fuggefted 
by  the  Devil,  agrees  well  with  that  of  the 
Methodift  WomaHy  who  affured  Mr.  Wefleyy 
4  journ.  <'  that  God  had  told  her  not  to  partake 
P'  ^°*  of  the  Lords  Supper  any  more,  fince  fhe 
fed  upon  ChriJI  continually."  Upon  which 
Mr.  Wefley  exclaims,  O  !  Who  is  fecure 
from  Satan  s  transforming  himfelf  into  an 
Angel  of  Light .?  —  And  *'  the  idle  Boy 
(jufl  before  mentioned  )  who  ran  away 
from  his  Parents,  to  whom  ChriJI  appeared 
and  bad  him  not  be  afraid  of  the  Devily 
whom  he  fhould  tread  under  his  Feet," — 
has  the  fame  Honour  with  St.  Ignatius, 
who  ran  away  likewife  from  his  Parents, 
and  in  the  Days  of  his  Vanity  was  as  idle 
a  Rogue,  as  the  other  could  be  for  his  Life. 

For, 
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For,  as  Boubours  relates,  "  the  Saint  being  L'^e  of 
Ecfiatic  in  a   Fever,  heard  a   Voice,  that^^""  ^' ■^' 
he  ihould   not  be  afraid  to    die,    becaufe 
he   died  a  Saint,   and  need  not  fear  the 

Dc'oiir 

§.  20.  Of  a  fimilar  Nature  with  this 
State  of  Deltrioufncfs,  Madnefi  and  Frenzy^ 
wherein  our  Entlmfiafts  have  fuch  pyions. 
Revelations,  AJjiirances,  6cc.  is  that  Alie- 
nation of  MV?^  called  Ecftacy,  Rapture  and 
Trance.  Something  of  this  in  the  Me- 
thodijls  I  took  notice  of  in  Part  1 3  as  well 
as  their  enjoying  the  Prefence  of  God,  and 
entering  into  Difcourfes  with  him.  As, 
for  Inftance,  when  (fays  Mr.  JVhitefield) 
''  my  Loving  Saviour  permitted  me  to 7  journ. 
talk  with  him,  as  a  Man  talketh  withP^s- 6*. 
his  Friend."  I  could  eafily  add  many 
other  Inftances ;  together  with  a  thoufand 
Parallels  from  Popi/h  Fanatics.  But  I 
torbear  j  not  willing  to  naufeate  the  Reader 
with  fuch  Tales,  any  farther  than  they  fall 
under  fome  Remarks, 

For  one  may  obferve,  what  many  good 
and  learned  Perfons  have  obferved  before, 
that  thefe  Ecflatic  Fits,  with  Fifons,  Apl 
p^arances  of  God,  Angels  and  Saints,  &c. 
are  mere  Imagination  from  Diftemper  and 
Frenzy  ;  —  or  a  Diabolical  Illufion  -,  —  or 
Counterfeit  and  Cheat,  And  this  Truth 
hath    been    allowed    by  many   fober  and 

moderate 
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moderate  Papifls  j  by  even  the  moH:  En- 
thufiaftical  oHhtm-,  and,  in  a  great   mea- 
fure,  by  our  Methodijlical  Teachers  them- 
ielves. 

Accordingly,  I  oblerve  firft,  that  'tis 
generally  agreed  among  the  Learned^  that 
Ecjiacyy  or  Rapture^  (the  Mother  of  Vifion) 
is  of  itfelf  a  Species  of  Madnefs^  and  termed 
both  by  Hippocrates  and  Galen  a  vehement 
Madfiefs,  Irregular  and  turbulent  Com- 
motions of  the  Blood  caufing  violent  Di- 
ftradions  in  the  Brain,  fo  as  to  drive  out 
the  Reafon  and  Senfes ;  the  Perfons  thus 
difordered  are  filled  with  a  thoufand  Chi- 
meras ;  fancy  they  hear  and  fee  and  feel 
Things,  which  have  no  Exiflence  in  Isla- 
lure ;  efpecially  fuch  Things  as  they  have 
moft  inte7ifely  thought  on^  or  which  have 
been  beat  into  their  Heads.  See  Fracojlcr. 
de  Intelkdl,  Lib.  II. 
Vit.lgnat.  <<  The  Glorious  St.  Ignatius  had  many 
P-'g-  2,3-  £"^^^^1^  J^ifions  in  his  Ecjlacies  ;  which  Maf 
fills  confefTeth  to  have  proceeded  from 
Life,  tlie  Force  of  his  Diftempcrs^  —  *^  St. 
Tcrefa  fays  herfelf,  that  (lie  had  very  great 
and  long  Dificmpers,  —  was  ready  to  grow 
mad  with  Pain, —  her  Head  was  difordered 
for  feveral  Years  j  —  has  many  SicknelTes, 
Fevers  and  Pains ;  for  God  be  thanked 
(fays  fhe)  generally  I  have  little  Health ; 
—  fometimes  is  like  a  ftupid  Fool  -,  fome- 
times  a  furious  Fool ,  fometimes  a  childifh 

Foolj 
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Fool,  employ 'd  In  Toys  and  Trifles,  drefles 
up  Images  with  Pofies  and  Flowers,  &c. 
Then  fhe  is  rapt  into  Ecjiacies  and  Vifions, 
which  fhe  calls  Glorious  FreJizies,  and 
Heavenly  Follies ;  is  frequently  in  Com- 
pany with  Saints,  Angels,  the  ^een  of 
Heaven,  and  Chrijl  her  Spoiife,  In  one  of 
her  Ecjiacies  fhe  continues  two  Years  and 
a  half;  and  in  one  oi  her  Fits  fees 
only  the  Hands  of  Chrijl-,  in  another  his 
Divine  Countenance  :  (he  had  a  ftrong 
Defire  to  fee  the  Colour  and  Bignefs  of  his 
Eyes,  but  could  never  obtain  that  Favour. 
—  However,  fhe  is  united  to  him  j  her 
Soul  ( flie  fays )  is  iiigulphed,  or,  to  fay 
better,  our  Lord  is  ingulphed  in  her  :  —  he 
infpires  her  with  the  Gift  of  Prophecy,  af- 
furcs  her  of  her  own  Salvation,  and  the 
flourifhing  State  of  her  Order.  When  fhe 
comes  out  of  her  Reveries,  and  a  little  re- 
covers her  Scnfes,  (he  falls  into  Sufpicions, 
that  all  is  mere  Imagination,  or  Sata?iical 
Delujion  ;  her  Friends  and  Confeflbrs  are 
quite  of  the  fame  Mind ;  but  fome  Holy 
Jefuits  alTure  her,  that  all  is  from  the 
Spirit  of  God.  She  owns  too,  that  fuch 
Deceivings  in  the  Monafieries  are  not  fo 
much  from  the  Devil,  as  our  own  perverfe 
Inclinations  and  Humours,  efpecially  if 
there  be  Melancholy.  For,  adds  fhe,  the 
Nature  of  Women  is  weak,  their  Self-Lcve 
very  fubtle ;  fo  that  many  Perfons,  be- 
P  fides 
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fides    the   NunSy    have  been   deceived  by 
themfelves." 

One  fees  nothing  here,  but  what  might 
well  proceed  from  Dijiemperj  without 
Satan  s  Devices.  And  therefore  the  fa- 
mous Gerfon,  a  learned  and  moderate  Pa- 
De  ?rob.  pill^  advifeth  "  always  to  confider  in  Vifions^ 
""■?'"'•  whether  the  Perfon  be  in  his  Senfes^  and 
his  Brain  untouched  j  for  that  we  need 
not  doubt  from  what  Spirit  Melancholy 
and  iilufory  Vifions  come  j  as  is  clear  from 
Perfons  in  a  Frenzy  and  various  Dijiempers, 
wi'io  fancy  they  hear,  fee^  and  tajfle  Thi?igs^ 
like  Men  in  a  Dream.'*  And  he  gives 
divers  Inflances  of  fuch  Delufions.  — 

2.  We  may  obferve,   that  (befides  the 
above-mentioned   Cafes)    many  fobcr^  and 
even  Fanatical  PapiJIs,  have  acknowledged 
a  Satanical  Impofition  in  Ecjiacies,  Vifions^ 
Voices,  Ajjurances,  &c. 
Mall.        Barthoiommis  de  Spina    allows,    "  that 
^^^^^-    the   Devil  will    fometimes   appear  as    an 
p,  \%i.    Angel  of  Light   to  deceive  Vifionary  Per- 
fons ;  and  that  Vifions  proceed  from  bim^  as 
fometimes  from  Frenzy  and  Dijiemper,''  — 
Ars      And  again,    "  'tis  one  of  his  Stratagems 
j)oar,^.  ^°  ^^^^  fome  Holy  Vifion  to  the  Diftem- 
pered,  that  he  may  be  thought  to  be  gone, 
while  he  lies  lurking  within."     Even  the 
Highefl  Authority  in  the  Papacy  hath  given 
a  Sanciion  in  the  Roman  Ritual.     For  it 

fays, 
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Tays,    "  The  Devils,    while  the  Priejl  IsD-'-^orc. 
in  the  middle  of  his  Exorcifms,  will  make 
the  Patient    fleep,    and    lliew   him    fome 
Vifio7ij  that  he  may  feem  to  be  delive?'ed.'' 
Accordingly  'Terefa  confeileth,    that  "  (Le  Vit.  8vo. 
had  three  or  four  Times  a  Vijio?!  of  Sutan^'  ^^^' 
in  the  For 771  of  Chriji,  —  Even  the  BlelTed 
Ignatius,  who  had   fo   many   Celeftial  Vi- 
fiO}2S,  and    fome   Jjfernal,  yet   fays,    "    of  MafFci. 
that  Sort  of  Religious  Viftotiaries,  who  pro-     ^  '  ^* 
fefs  fo  much  Fa77iilia7'ity  with  God,    that 
moft  of  them  are  under  Illufi07is  of  Devils ', 
and  partly  perverfe  Self-pleafers,  and  won- 
derfully obflinate  in  their  Fancies,''  —  The 
Devil,  however,  w^as   fo   fair,  as  to  afj'ure 
lg7iatius'%  Salvation ;  "  to  declare  that  he  Ribaden. 
was  in  Heaven  \  and  he  was  the  firft  Per-J"^-  3»- 
fon  that  prcdidled  his  Canojiization''    And 
the  Fope,  who  afterwards  cano7iized  him, 
fulfilled  the  Devil's  Prophecy.     Who  now 
will  queftion  the  Teftimony  of  two  Per- 
fons  of  fuch  Veracity?  —  "  Ph.  Nerius,  aRibaden. 
Follower    of    Ignatius,     and    an    eminent  ^^*y  2^* 
Field^Preacher,  as  famous  for  Ecftacies  and 
Vifions  as  any  Mortal,  —  had  alfo  the  Gift 
of  diftinguifhingy^i^  Vifions  from  the  true, 
and  actually  did  fo  on  feveral    Occafions. 
One  way  of  Trial  was  this.     "  Once  the 
Devil   appearing   in   the  Likenefs  of  the 
eoer  blejjed  Virgin  to   his  Difciple  Vincent, 
he  commanded  Vincejit  the  next  time  to 
fpit  in  the  Face  of  the  Perfon  that  ap- 
P  2  peared. 
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peared.     The  next  Night  the  Devil  ap- 
peared again  in  the  fame  rejplendent  Shape ; 
and  he  inlTiantly  fpit  in  the  Devil's  Face ; 
who,"  confounded,  and  bafely  foiled,   im- 
mediately  vanifhed.      No  fooner   was   he 
fled,    but   the  mod  Sacred  Virgin  herfelf 
clearly  (hewed  herfelf  to   him,    and  bad 
him  fpit   in  her  Face   too,    if  he   could* 
Then  fhe  Angularly  comforted  him,  and 
went  up   into   Heaven,"      But  upon   the 
whole,  Nerius   was  fo  well  convinced  of 
Satan's  lUufmis,  "  that  he  became  a  fliarp 
Reprehender  of  thofe  who  were  delighted 
with  Vifions ;  affirming,  that  nothing  was 
more  pernicious  than  thofe  mad  Mockeries 
of  the    Devils^    who    eafily    transformed 
themfelves  into  Angels  of  Light,''  —  If  it 
be  not  too  much  a  DtgreJJion,  I  will  add 
one   more,  and   ftronger  Proof  of  Satan' i 
being    detected   and    confounded   by     fuch 
Sai?2tJike  Managemejzt.    This  curious  Story 
is    in    the  Edition    of  the    Book    of  Co?i^ 
formities,  Milan.    1510.    (omitted   in   my 
Edition^    Bonon.    1590.)    and   is    likewife 
carefully  preferved  in  the  Speculum  Exem- 
Specul.  plorum.  Diftind:.  7.  Exempl.  24.    "  Fryer 
Exemp.  Ruffin^    a    Difciple    of    St.   Francis^   was 
Ex^'24'  brought  almoft   to    Defpair,    becaufe  the 
Son  of  God  appeared   to    him,    and    told 
him,  that  he  \VA's>predeftinated  to  be  damned \, 
and  fo  would  St.  Francis^  Sec.      But  St. 
Francis,    who  was  as  an   Angel  of  Gody 

taught 
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taught  him,  that  he  who  faid  that  was 
the  Devil,  and  not  Ckrijl.  And  when, 
fays  he,  he  fhall  come  again,  and  tell  you, 
you  are  damned  %  anfwer  him  thus,  *'  Open 

your  Mouth,  and  I  will in  it."  \_Aperi 

OS  tiium^  &  ego  Jiercorizabo  i?i  id.]  And 
it  {hall  be  a  Sign  to  you  that  'tis  the 
Devily  that  upon  your  faying  thofe  Words 
he  will  inftantly  fly.  Ruffin  then  adored 
the  Saint,  was  confejjed,  and  returned  to 
his  Cell.  Where,  behold  !  the  Old  Enemy 
comes  again  in  the  Form  of  Chriji^  faying  ■ 
much  the  fame  as  before.  Immediately 
Riiffin  replies,  "  Open  thy  Mouth,  ^6\" 
The  Devil  took  this  Indignity  fo  hei- 
noufly,  that  he  packed  off;  but  raifed  a 
dreadful  Storm  of  Stones  and  Fire  againft 
poor  Ruffin.  Soon  afterwards  Chriji  ap- 
peared to  him,  and  melted  his  Soul  with 
Divine  Love,  and  gave  him  Security  of  bis 
eternal  Salvation.  After  this  a  Dcemoniac 
being  brought  to  St.  Francis  to  be  exor- 
cifedy  the  Devil  feeing  Fryer  Ruffin  with 
him,  began  to  roar  horribly,  and  run  a- 
way  J  declaring,  that  "  he  could  not  fland 
againft  that  obedient,  humble  and  holy  Bro- 
ther Ruffin."  —  But  to  proceed. 

Gabr.  Biely  the  famous  Fopijh  Cafionijl^ 
owns,  "  that  their  Miracles  are  fometimes  Canor,. 
effected  by  the  Operation  of  Devils  to  dc-  r*^^^'* 
ceive  diforderly   Worjlnppers ;''    and   parti- 
cularly, '*  that  the  Apparition  of  Cbrijt  inua,  jr. 

the 
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the  Eiicharijl  may  be  by  the  Illiifion  of  the 
De-vil  to  deceive  and  delude  the  Unwary." 
—  Alexander  Hales  gives  the  fame   Solu- 
In.4.Sent.tion :    "  it  appears   Flejh,    fometimes    by 
Q^  53'     human  Contrvcance^    fometimes  by  a  dia- 
bolical  Operation.'" — And  why  may  we  not 
fufped:  the  fame  in  our  Vifionary  Methodijhy 
who  have  fo   often  at  the  Sacrament  evi- 
dently feen    Jefus    Chriji    crucified   before 
them?  (See  Enthufiafm,  Part  II.  p.   164.) 
Life.     "  St.  Terefa,    who   had    fo   many  Rapts, 
v^z  ■i\    ^ifi^^^^  and  Allocutions  with  our  Lord^  was 
&  Ytxi.  ftrongly   perfuaded    of  their    being    great 
Dclujions  and  Difguifes  of  Satan ;  and  fhe 
owns,  that    feveral    Religionifis   had   been 
thus  deceived,  either  from  hnagination^  or 
the   Belli fion  of  Satan.''     The  Writer  of 
the  Preface  too  confefTeth,  that  "  various 
ImpoftorSy  and  Women  efpecially,  were  fre- 
quent in  Spain  about  that  Time,  who,  am- 
bitious of  procuring  the  Fame  of  Sanctity^ 
or  deceived   by  the   DeviU    pretended  to 
thefe  Elevations,  ^c.'' 

Happy  furely  would  both  Papifi  and 
Methodtfi  be  thought,  could  they  have  the 
fame  Favour  with  the  Saint  mentioned  by 
Pag.  7.  Balingham ;  "  who  obtained  by  Prayer  to 
the  Virgin  Mary^  never  to  be  deceived  in 
Revelations  and  Fi/ionsS'  This  was  ac- 
counted a  high  Favour^  but  probably  might 
be  the  ivorfi  Dclufwn  of  all. 

And 
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And  yet,  whatever  Share  the  Devil  may 
claim,  thefe  Ecftatic  Vi/ionaries  are  the 
Principal  Saints  canonized  in  that  Co?}imii' 
nion.  And  not  without  Reafon.  For 
thefe  Vifions  a?jd  Ecjiacies  have  always  been 
the  grand  Etigines  for  introducing  their 
corrupt,  falfe  and  idolatrous  Tenets.  Nor 
is  there  one  of  their  DoSfrines  of  Dcemons 
that  has  not  been  confirmed  by  fome 
HcaveyiJy  Vifmns.  "  And  this  is  ftill  (aslntrod,  to 
Dr.  Geddes,  who  well  knew,  obferves)  one  ^^^^°"^^*" 
of  the  moil  fubtle  and  prevailing  Sorceries 
of  Popery.  Not  only  Papijls,  but  Protef- 
ta?its,  (efpecially  thofe  inclined  to  ^ietifm) 
being  all  naturally  difpofed  to  believe  any 
Reports  of  Raptures  and  Vifwns,  let  them 
come  from  what  Quarter  they  will,  do 
with  an  eajy  Credulity  fwallow  down  the 
Popijh  DoBri72es,  which  they  were  in- 
vented to  give  Credit  to." 

3^/^,    I   obferve,    that  even    our    Me- 
thodijis  have   owned  both    a   vain  Imagi- 
nation^ and  Devilifj  Agency  among  them- 
felves   in   fuch  Cafes.      Mr.  JVeJley  owns, 
that  their  "  Ftfwns  might  come  from  God,  3  Joum. 
and  might  no}:'     And,    with   refpeft   toP-^^'^'- 
feehng,  he  difcovered  among  his  Hearers^  joum. 
fuch  Wiles  of  Satan,  as  never  entered  intop- 69,  70. 
his  Heart  to  conceive." 

Mr.  Whitcfield  confefleth,    "   that  Satan  »  Deal 
transformed    himfclf    into     an    Angel    of^-  ^°' 
Light 'y   whereby   he    followed    the    Sug- 

geftion 
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geftions  of  the  Evil  Spirit  m  whatever  he 
did.''  Divine  Vrefences^- — his  talking  with 
God  Face  to  Face,  —  inviting  Chri/ly  who 
came  and  fat  down  at  the  Head  of  the  Table, 
and  [poke  to  him,  &c.  Thefe  are  fome  of 
Letter,  the  Reveries,  which  he  has  recanted.  "  He 
F-  3»-  readily  grants,  that  fome  of  the  Methodijis, 
who  had  not  Ajfurance  of  Salvation,  pre- 
fumptuoufly  imagined  they  had  it," 

Their  Dear  Madam  Bourignon  fpeaks  in 

Solid.Virt.  the  fame  Strain  of  this  "  Artifice  of  Satan. 

p.  io8.    xhey    fancy    themfelves    to   be   in   Aff'u- 

rance  \  and  are  in  the  midft  of  Dangers  of 

loling  their  Souls  by  Prefumption,  and  De- 

I  Letter,  lifion  of  the  Devil.''     The  fame  Lady  (in 

Part  h     her  Light  rifen  in  Darknefs)  fays,   "  The 

f^2"  ^'     Saints  themfelves  have   committed  Spirit 

tual  Fooleries,  by  Vifions,   hi-fpeakings,  Ec- 

jlacies,  &c.  affifted  by  the  imaginative  Fa- 

3  Letter,  culty."     Again,  "  we  are  not  to  judge  of 

Part  J II.  Spiritual  P erf e5l ion  by  Vifions,   Revelations, 

^  ^'        Ecfiacies,  or  Raptures :  for  the  Devil  him- 

felf  could  do  all  thefe  Things." 
Brain.         But  Mr.  Br ai nerd,  a  Brother  Methodifi, 
joum.    ^^itj^ej.  j^Qj.  arrived  to  the  Su?nmit  of  Me^ 
thodifm,  or  got  above  it)  frankly  declares, 
*'  that   Trances   and  imaginary  Views    of 
Things  are  of  dangerous  Tendency  in  Re- 
ligion ;    and   fears   a  Defign  of  Satan,  by 
introducing  Vifionary  Scenes,    to    bring    a 
Blemifli  on  the  Work  of  God."     Again, 
p.  1 08.   c<  jt  „^^£^    |3£  owned,    Satan  feemed  to 

transform 
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transform  himfelf  into  an  Angel  of  Light, 
and  made  fomc  vigorous  Attempts  to  in- 
troduce turbulent  Ccmmotiom  and  PciJ/ions, 
inflead  of  genuine  Convictions  ,  and  ima- 
ginary  and  fanciful  Notions  of  Chrijl,  as 
appearing  to  the  mental  Eye  in  hwnan 
Form,  and  particular  Pojiures, —  and  divers 
other  Delufons.  And  I  have  Reafon  to 
think,  had  thefe  Things  met  with  En- 
couragement, there  would  have  been  a 
confiderable  Harvejl  of  this  Kind  of  Con- 
'verts'* 

Therefore  I  obferve,  ^thly\  that  Ecfia- 
cieSy  and  of  confequence  Vifons,  are  fre- 
quently volu77tary  j  they  may  be,  and  have 
been,  counfeffeited.  And  M.  Cafaubon  hath 
faid,  and  proved,  "  that  'tis  poffible,  with- 
out the  Concurrence  of  any  Supernatural 
Caufe,  for  any  one  Man  or  Woman  to  put 
themfelves  into  a  Trance^  or  Ecftacy,  when 
they  will."  Treat  if e  of  Enthufiafm.  Ch.  3. 
The  whole  of  which  defervcs  our  Perufal. 
—  St.  Aujlin  tells  us  of  "  one  Refitutus^C\s\\.,T>t\, 
who  could,  whenever  he  was  deiired,'-'^*^  24. 
quite  alienate  himfelf  from  his  Senfes,  lie 
like  a  dead  Man,  fo  that  no  Breath  was 
perceptible  in  him ;  and  no  pinching^ 
pricking,  or  burning,  could  m:.ike  him 
feci."  —  £o^V;2  produceth  Variety  of  fuch,  Psmon. 
not  only  Moderns^  or  Saint-like  Perfons ; ''^- ^•^^••J' 
but  Heathens  J  and  Atheiftic  Vifionariesy 
long  before  Chrifiiamiy  was  in  being." 
Q_  For 
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¥  or  Ecjlacies  are  by  no  Means  peculiar  to 
Religion,  much  lefs  the  Chrifiian. 

What    the    Religion   of   Cardan    was. 
Ibid.     "  who  could   throw  himfelf  into  an  Ec- 
flacy   whenever   he   pleafed,"    1  am   not 
certain.      But    that   genuine    Papijiy    Ph» 
Nerii/Sy  had  the  fame   Faculty  ;    and,  by 
frequently   uiing  himfelf  to  Ecjiacies  and 
Raptures,  could  more  eaiily  fall  into  one, 
than  another  think  of  any  common  Affair." 
—  And  that  Cheat  a?2d  hnpojiiire  (out  of 
Wantonnefs  or  Pride,  &c.)  may  come  in 
for  a  Share  ;    we  read  in  the  Life  of  St, 
Aldegondey   who  was  almofi:   all   RapturCy 
Chap.  4.   her  own  Confeffion,  "  that  Vifions  and  Rapts 
many  Times  are  but  pure  Imagination  and 
Fancy,    efpecially   in   Maids  and  Women  5 
hut  moft  commonly  a  kind  of  working  in 
the  Brain  ;  with  a  fecret,  but  pernicious, 
Prefiimption,    defirous  to   appear,    and   to 
have    fomething,    above    the  common."  — 
Geddes.  "  Mary    of  Agredas    Raptures,    as    was 
Vol.  III.  agreed  by  the  Lady  Abbef's  and  the  NunSy 
(who    well    knew   the  Tricks  of  young 
Girls)    were  fuch  Hyfteric  Fits  as  young 
Girls  ufcd  to   counterfeit.     J3ut  her   Con- 
f'JI'or,  one  of  the  Francijcan  Fryers,  (who 
never  fail  to  (ham  them  upon  the  World 
for  Divine  Ecjiacies)  makes  a  better  Ufe 
of  them,   declaring  them   to  be  juperna- 
tural'y    and  he  treats  the  Abbefs  very  fe- 
vcrely  for  Infidelity  j   nor  would  reft  till 

he 


he  got  her  difchnrged."  And  we  have 
£cQn  before  how  frequent  fiicli  Impojiures 
vftxz'm  Spai?i. — -How  many  fiich  Tricks 
have  been  dayed  in  England  by  Popi/Ij 
Pricflsy  for  the  Refloration  of  Poper)\  may 
be  feen  in  Gee's  Foot  cut  of  the  Snare, 
Particularly  he  mentions  the  Cafe  of  one 
"Thomas  JSlewton^  who  pretended  he'  had 
a  Vifion  of  the  Virgin  Mary  appearing  to 
him,  and  faying,,  *  Newton^  fee  that  thou 
take  not  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.'  Being 
asked,  '  How  he  knew  it  to  be  the  Virgin 
Mary  3'  replied,  becaufe  fhe  appeared  to 
him  in  the  Form  of  her  Afjiimption^  &c." 
This  was  in  the  Year  1621  s  and  for  the 
Truth  of  it,  the  Author  refers  to  the  High 
Commifjion  Records. 

Nor  in  general  need  we  doubt,  but  that 
a  cumwig  Man,  having  under  his  Manage- 
ment Perfons  of  tender  Nerves  and  weak 
BraijiSy  of  a  tradable  Difpofition,  or  ra- 
ther Indifpofition  of  Mind  or  Body, — •  may 
infufe  fuch  Dofes  of  icild  Dodlriiies,  as 
eafily  to  work  them  up  into  a  Frenzy^ 
and  teach  them  whatever  f  range  Sights 
the  Arch-Enthifafl  pleafeth.  And  the 
fame  may  be  fa  id  of  thofe  dreadful  Fits 
fo  common  among  Mr.  JVcfleys  Follow- 
ers, "  Yellings,  Groanings,  Gnafliings, 
Foamings,  Convulfions  and  Contortions, 
Curfes  and  Blafphemies,  dying  and  de- 
fpairing  Agonies,  ci?f."  which  call  for  a 
Q_2  farther 
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farther  Confideration ;  though  mdtt^  Jhock- 
ing  it  is  to  confider  them. 

§.2  1.  A  fufficient  Detail  hath  already 
been  given  of  thefe  la?ne72tabk  Cajc^  j  and 
I  fliall  now  take  into  Confideration, — 
The  Nature  of  the  Dijordejs^ —  The  Caii^ 
feSy — The  Cure, —  and  other  rare  EffeBs -, 
as  we  find  them  fet  forth  in  the  'wonderful 
yournah  -,  and  in  which,  I  think,  confifts 
the  Grand  My  fiery  of  Methodifm. 

As  to  the  Nature  of  the  Diforders,  mi- 
ferable  and  terrible  as  they  are,  Mr.  Wefley 
3  Journ.  affirms  often,    that  they   are    "  Confirma- 
p.  40,  \'^,fiQfi^  qJ  God's  Word,  — Wounds  by  the  Sword 
of  the  Spirit y — the  Power  of  God  upon  them, 
— the  Finger  of  God,    &c."    Thefe  were, 
*'  loud  Cries  as  in  ^he  Agonies  of  Death, — 
fm¥ing  to  the  Earth,  and  dropping  on  every 
Side  as  Thunder f  ruck,  great  Drops  of  Sweat, 
all  their  Bones  fioaking,   &c."     Particular- 
i'ag.  65.   ly   he  fays,    "  I  had   an   Opportunity   of 
talking  with  Mr.  Whitefield  of  thofe  Out~ 
ward  Signs,  which   had   fo  often   accom- 
panied the   Inward  Work    of  God.''      He 
was  it  feems,  as  to  this,  an  Unbeliever  be- 
fore.    "  But  had  the  next  Day  an  Oppor- 
tunity  of  informing  himfelf  better.      For 
no  fooner  had    he    began  to  preach,    but 
four  Perfons  funk  down  clofe  to  him,  al- 
mofl  in  the  fame  Moment.     One  lay  with- 
out Senjc  or   Motion.     A  fecond  trembled 
\  ''exceed- 
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jcxceedingly.     The  two  others  had  fir otig • 
Co7ivulfi07is.     From  this  Time,  I  triifl,  we 
fliall  luffcr  God  to  carry  on  his  own  Work^ 
in  the  Way  that  pleafeth  hi?u." 

And   from    this    Time    Mr.    JVhitejidd 
talks  much  in  the  fame  Style,   of  "  Peo-6  Joam. 
pie    ftruck   down,    under    great   ^g^^i^^-,^  \Q^^t' 
with   Cries   and  Groans,   dropping  down,  p.  12. 
as  though  p20t  with  a  Gun^  by  the  great 
Power  of  God,     For  when  an   extraordi- 
nary Work  is  carrying  on,   God  generally 
manifefts  himfelf  to    fome  Souls   in  this 
extraordinary  Marnier'' 

If  thefe   Gentlemen   mean    only,    that    r 

God  is  the  efficient  Cauje  of  all  Dijlempers^ 

permits    fuch    DifaflerSy    or    ordains    the 

Courfe  of  Nature,  whereby  they  happen  j 

they  have   no  Adverfary  among  Believers.. 

But  if  they   mean,    what  they   often  fay, 

that  they  are  not  Natural  Dtjiempers^  but 

extraordinary  Workings  of  God  in  the  Soid\ 

it  may  eailly  be  proved,  that  thefe   feveral 

cutward  Signs  are  real  Difeafe,  mere  Dif~ 

temper ;    if  any   Credit  may  be  given   to 

Philofophers   and    Phyficians,    both    before 

Chrijl  and  fince.    Heathens  and  Chrijiiajis  -, 

and  where  it  cannot  be  pretended  the  Work 

of  Methodifm    was     concerned.      I    have 

looked    into    fome   of  the    mofl    eminent 

Original  Authors^  as  well  as   Compilers  of 

Phyfical  Di£lionaries,    and    find   there   all 

thofe  Diforders  of  Body  and  Mind,  (which 

the 
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the  Methodift  Teachers  make  ufe  of  to  ferve 
a  Tiirn^  magnify  their  Mijfion^  and  create 
Admiration,  &c. )  with  their  refpedlive 
Symptoms y  Indications  and  Circumjiances^  to 
be  mere  Di/lemper  j  and  efpecially  in  thcfe 
particular  Circumftances,  which  our  Me' 
thodijls  reprefent  as  extraordinary  Work- 
ings of  God,  Preternatural,  or  Super na^ 
tural.  Thefe  I  fliall  put  together,  with- 
out any  manner  of  Addition  or  Alteration. 

**  In  that  convulfive,  nervous  Dlforder, 
called  Hyjierics,  the  Patients  are  affected 
with  divers  ftrange,  inconliftent,  and  con- 
trary Symptoms ;  Pains  of  Body,  and 
Terrors  of  Mind ;  with  Variety  of  inor- 
dinate Sallies :  breathe  unequally,  feel  a 
Sort  of  choaking  in  the  Throat  like  ftrang- 
ling;  a  violent  Palpitation,  that  the  By- 
ilanders  think  they  can  hear  the  Heart 
beating  againft  the  Ribs  -,  now  fpeechlefs, 
fenfelefs  and  motionlefs,  feeming  as  if  they 
were  dead,  the  Pulfe  being  fcarce  percep- 
tible: then  again  uttering  a  wild  Noife, 
and  rambling  in  their  Talk:  have  alter- 
nate Fits  of  Joy  and  Sorrow,  Laughing 
and  Crying  :  are  calm,  weak,  fad,  fearful 
and  fufpicious ;  grow  ftiff  and  immove- 
able, and  again  flexible  :  then  falling  into 
a  Fit  of  Rage,  Quarrelling,  and  Debac- 
chation  ;  fo  ftrong  as  fcarce  to  be  held  by 
three  or  four  Perfons :  Sometimes  in  the 
utmoft  Dejedion,  Terror  and  Defpair,  pre- 

faging 
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faging  difmal  Things ;  To  much  torment- 
ed, that  they  feem  in  a  Sort  of  Pur- 
gatory." 

"  In  Hypochondriacs  (analogous  to  Hyf- 
t erics  in  Women)  as  well  as  Melancholy ^ 
from  a  Malignity  of  Blood  from  the  black 
Bile,  we  find  mofl:  of  the  fame  Sy7nptoms ; 
Pain  in  the  Stomach,  Windinefs,  Swelling 
or  Diftortion  of  the  Hypochondrium,  a 
large  Pulfe  under  their  Ribs  j  a  dry  Cough, 
Head-ach,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Palpi- 
tations, Paintings,  Swoonings,  Deliriouf- 
nefs,  hideous  Cryings  out,  various  Con- 
vulfions  and  Diftortions,  and  Fits  like  the 
Epilepfy  :  The  Sufferer  affected  as  much  in 
Mindy  as  in  Body  ;  differently  full  of  Sad- 
nefs.  Fear,  Sufpicions  j  and  of  Prefump- 
tion,  Joy  and  Exultation  j  dejected,  calm 
and  quiet;  confiderate,  rafli,  raging,  and 
quarrelling  :  the  Animal  Spirits  taking  un- 
ufual,  oblique,  or  tranfverfe  Vagaries  in 
the  Brain,  thence  fpring  new,  incoherent 
and  abfurd  Fancies ;  from  black  and  heavy 
Blood,  moving  fluggifhly,  proceed  difmal 
Horrors  and  Defpairings,  feeling  Hell,  and 
being  damned.  When  the  Humours  are 
well  ftirred  up,  the  Blood  begins  to  boil, 
and  the  Heat  rarefies  and  difperfcs  the 
lumping  Mafs;  then,  deceived  by  Fan- 
taflic  Illufions,  they  are  apt  to  conceive, 
and  really  believe,  great  things  of  them- 
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felves ;  afFed:  Divinity^  and  difcourfe  widi 
Gods  and  Angels.  In  general,  their  Ima- 
gination is  feldom  quiet  3  they  are  almoft 
always  thinking,  and  always  thinking  er- 
roneoufly  :  Day  and  Night  chiefly  intent 
on  little  Things,  without  any  Thought  of 
material  Points  j  vaftly  folicitous  about 
Trifles,  as  if  Salvation  depended  on  them  : 
reprefenting  Things  to  themfelves  more 
and  larger  than  they  are,  as  in  a  multi- 
plying, or  magnifying  Glafs  j  raifing  few 
and  fmall  Ofl-ences  into  many  and  great, 
and  confeffing  heinous  Sins,  of  which 
they  were  never  guilty." 

"  From  the  preceding  Diftempers  they 
are  apt  to  fall  into  Epilepfies :  Wherein  a 
cruel  Convulfion  feizeth  the  Patients  at 
once,  cafcing  them  forcibly  to  the  Ground, 
as  Thunderftruck  ;  they  loofe  their  Senfes, 
and  becoming  deh'riousy  ramble  in  their 
Talk ;  laugh,  or  weep ;  pray,  and  fpeak 
religioufly ;  curfe,  blafphemc,  talk  ob- 
fcenely  or  profanely ;  fometimes  howl  hor- 
ridly, fliriek,  roar,  grind  their  Teeth,  foam 
at  the  Mouth,  loll  out  the  Tongue;  trem- 
ble, and  are  varioufly  convulfed  and  dif- 
torted  :  Sometimes  they  hear  and  fee  many 
flrange  Things  -,  fpeak  unknown  Lan- 
guages, difcover  Secrets,  prophefy;  (truck 
fometimes  with  an  intenfe  Cold,  or  feel 
a  cold  Vapour  running  along  the  Back, 
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C^c"     The  Poef  has  well  defcrlbed  thls^H^rcf. 
dreadful  Diftemper ;  Vcr'f.^* 

Sul^itd  I'i  morbi  f^pe  coa^us 


Ante  cculos  aliquis  noftros^  ut  fuhninis  i£Iu^ 
Condda,  et  fpumas  agit^  ingemit,  et  tremit  artus^ 
Dejipit,   extentat  nervos,   torq^uetur^   anhelat 
Inconjlanter^   et  in  ja^ando  membra  fatigat^  &c. 

And  if  to  all  this  we  add  the  Amaze- 
ments, and  Staggerings  in  Vertigoes  and 
fwooning  Fits,  with  all  the  fupri^ing  QtU 
ticulations  in  ConvuJfions ;  nothing  will 
be  wanting  to  complete  the  Methodijlical 
Syffiptoms.  And  if  the  Reader  keeps  in 
Mind  what  was  faid  before,  (or  efpecially 
turns  back  to  §.  5.)  he  will  be  apt  to 
think,  that  the  feveral  extraordinary  Mo- 
tions  in  this  unhappy  Se£l  are  eafily  ac- 
counted for  from  Natural  Diflemper,  Ef- 
pecially as  the  above  Authors  have  their 
Accounts  from  Arijlotle^  Hippocrates,  Ga- 
len,  &c.  as  well  as  from  their  own  Prac- 
tice,  and  have  corroborated  all  by  Variety 
of  ExampieSy  antient  and  modern.  Pagan 
and  Chrtjlian.  And  they  generally  agree 
there  is  fome  Diforder  of  the  Brain  in 
the  Cafe  j  that  all  is  a  Degree,  or  Species, 
of  Frenzy  and  Madnefs,  and  apt  to  bring 
on  the  worft  Effeds  of  them. —  A  Mis- 
fortune \oo  well  known,  and  too  horrid 
likewife,  to  be  enlarged  upon. 

R  Popijh 
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Fopifj   Parallels    of  this   Nature   may 
i^^^^-  .  be  had  in  Abundance.     "  St.  ^ ere/a  blef- 
G^'is'.  ^etl  God,  that  the  had  ^oery  little  HMlth -, 
and  ihe  was   afflided  with  the  moft   grie- 
vous Difcempers  for  twenty-two  Years  to- 
lb;J.      gether. —  St.  Catherine  of  Vienna  ftruggled 
-^P'-  3c^-  \vith  Devils,  and   was  grievoufly  tortured 
with  Fevers,   and  various  cruciating    Dif- 
L'fe.     eafes. —  Mary  M.  of  Pazzi  \N2i%  grievoufly 
^'^p.  65.  diftempered  for  five  Years  together  j  and  all 
looked  upon   her   as  another  Job  upon  a 
Life.     Dunghill.  —  Mary  of  Agrcda   was  viiited 
with   io  many  painful   Difeafes,   that  fhe 
Life,     fcarce  had  an  Hour's  Reft.  —  Francis   of 
Sales  had  fuch  a  deep  Melancholy,  that  no- 
thing   in    Nature    could    raife    him,  —  a 
Jaundice  from  Head  to  Foot  j  his  Blood 
fo  heated  that  he  fell   into   a   Fever.  St. 
Frajzcis     was    diftempered    much,    efpe- 
cially  in  the  Liver  and  Spleen,  and  Sto- 
mach,   all  proceeding    from    his  corporal 
Severities."  —  Ay,  there  is  the  Cafe  ;  they 
had  all  Variety  of  Diftenipers,  to  which  we 
-may  well  afcribe  their  various  Tumults  of 
Mind,  and   Jadations  of  Body  ;  their  Ec^ 
fades,  Vifions,    Revelations ;  their  SanBity 
and  Canofiizaiion ;    efpecially   as  the   Dif 
tefnpers  happened  where  there  was  a  na- 
turally Fanatical  Flead. 

And  feeing  how  artful  the  Methodifs 
are  in  making  Difeafes  to  be  the  Workings 
of  God's  Spirit,  and   Signs  of  Grace  arid 
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ZanBity  ;  we  may  conclude,  that  all  their* 
HoUneJjh,  Mr.  WcJJey,  Mr.  Wbitcfield,  and 
the  Pope,  have  embraced  the  Religion  of 
their  Pagan  Predeceff'ors,  who  (as  we  read 
in  divers  Authors)  conficrated  mod  kinds 
of  Diftempers  of  the  Body,  and  AfFedlions 
of  the  Mind  ;  e reded  Te?}2ples  and  Altai's 
to  Feve7's,  Paleiicfsj  Madnefs,  and  Death  y 
to  Laughter,  Lii/i,  Contumely,  Impudence^ 
and  Calumny,  Every  ftrange  Diforder,  as 
well  as  Epilepjy,  is  the  Sacred  Difeafe -, 
and, 

— Sua  cut  que  Deusfit  dir.a  Cupido. 
Each  bold  Fancy  giovvs  into  a  God, 

But  it  muft  be  remembered  this  Dif- 
temper  was  called  alfo  Morbus  Comitlalis  ; 
becaufe  if  any  one  fell  into  it  during  the 
Ajjemhly,  it  was  a  fatal  Omen,  and  they 
immediately  broke  up.  Whereas  the  Af- 
fetnblies  of  Methodijis  cc7ifijl  of  fuch  ;  the 
more  Tumblers,  the  more  Sacred  is  the 
Meeting  j  and  they  triumph  in  the  Fall 
of  their  miferable  Brethren. 

§.  2  2.  Notwithflanding  this  Thyfical 
Account,  and  although  it  be  'a  general 
Maxim,  that  where  there  is  a  plain  natural 
Solution,  we  need  not  enquire  for  Juper- 
natural  Means  j  neither  Papijl,  nor  Me- 
thodijl,  will  own  this  to  be  their  Cafe ; 
but  will  be  ftarting  ObjeBioiis  and  Ex- 
R  2  ceptio?is. 
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teptiom.     Sometimes,  however,    they  are 
fo   good  as  to    allow    real   Dijlempery    of 
elfe  a  mixed  Cafe ;   fometimes  'tis  no  na- 
tural Dijiemper,  but  proceeding  either  from 
a  goody  or  evil  Spirit,     As  to  real  Dijlem- 
per,  'tis  the  firft  Dire(ftion  in  the  Roman 
Ritual,  de  ExorcizandiSy    "  that  the  Ex- 
orciji  muft  not  eafily  beheve  a   PoJJeffion ; 
but   muft  know   the    Marks    whereby    a 
poJfeJJ'edVtxion  is  diftinguillied  from  thofe 
who  are  troubled  with  the  black  Bile,  or 
Bouhours  any  other  Difeafe."     St.  Jg7iatiiis  was  a- 
I'gnathis,  ware  of  this  Truth  ;  when  a  Maid  thought 
v-\zi'     to  be  fojfejj'edy  and  raging  violently  with 
Contortions    all     over     her    Body,     being 
brought,  Ignatius   faid,    fhe   was   not  pof" 
fejjed'^    and   that  thefe  extraordinary  Mo- 
tions  proceeded    from    a    statural    Caufe\ 
and  that  if  the  Devil  had  any  Share  in  it, 
it  was  only  in  troubling  the  Imagination 
of  the  fick  Perfon.     ''He  then  made  the 
Sign  of  the  Crofs  upon  her,  and  her  Fury 
prefently  ceafed."     You  fee  the  Saint  loft 
nothing  by  this  Conceffion,  when  he  had 
the  Honour  of  a  miraculous  Cure. 

Mr.  Wejley  too  will  own  a  Natural 
Dijlemper,  when  he  has  a  good  Reafon 
for  it.  As  for  Inftance  in  the  Cafe  of 
^journ.  one  of  the  French  Prophets,  ''  She 
^*+'  came  in, —  and  foon  after  leaned  back  in 
her  Chair,  and  feemed  to  have  ftrong 
Workings  in  her  Breaft,  with  deep  Sigh- 

ings. 


(  125) 

ings.  Her  Head  and  Hands,  and,  by 
Turns,  every  Part  of  her  Body  feemcd 
alfo  to  be  in  a  kind  of  convulfive  Motion. 
—  She  fpoke  much  (all  in  the  Per/on  of 
Gody  and  moftly  in  Scripture  Words)  of 
the  fulfilling  of  the  Pr/?^Z;i?aVj,  the  coming 
of  Chrijl  noiv  at  Handy  and  the  fpreadlng 
of  the 'Go/pel  over  all  the  Earth.  —  Two 
or  three  of  cur  Company  v/ere  much  af- 
feded,  and  believed  flie  fpoke  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  But  this  was  in  no  wif? 
clear  to  me.  The  Motion  might  be  ei- 
ther Hyfterical  or  Artificial ;  and  the  fame 
Words  any  Perfon  of  a  good  Underftand- 
ing,  and  well  verfed  in  Scripture^  might 
have  fpoken." 

Hath    not  Mr.  Wejley  cut  up  his  own 
Inftitution  by  the  Roots  ?  Here  is  a  Per- 
fon  of  a  funilar  Difpenfation  with  Metho- 
difmy    with    the  fame    bodily   Motions  and 
Contorfions^    and   talking    more    religioufly 
than   the  Methcdi/Is  in  their  Fits ;  teach- 
ing too   Mr.   Wcjlcfs  favourite  DoSlrijie ; 
and  yet  fhe  may  be  Hyjkricaly  or  a  Cheat* 
Some  of  his  Followers  thought  flie  fpoke 
from  God.     And  why  not,  if  they  thought 
their  own  Difpenfation  was  from  God'^  Bat 
mark    Mr.    Wiflefs  good   Reafon   for    his 
Opinion.     He  was  afraid  the  French  Pro- 
phets  were    drawing   away   his    DIfcIples, 
And  this  Reafon  he  hath  luckily  difcover- 
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3  Journ.  cd.  For  he  faith  afterwards,  "  I  called 
P'  °'  on  one,  who  did  run  well^  till  he  was 
hifidered  by  fome  of  thofe  called  French 
Prophets,  Woe  unto  the  Prophets^  faith  the 
Lordy  who  prophejy  in  my  Name^  and  I 
have  not  fent  them''  He  hits  himfelf  a 
Slap  in  the  Face,  rather  than  bear  a  Com- 
petitor in  Saintflnp  ;  and  his  Quarrels  with 
the  Moravian  Leader s^  and  poor  Mr. 
Wefley  Whitefield,  fliew,  xXyaXftealing  the  Hearts  of 
\.  l7'"  ^^^^  'People  is  a  capital  Offence,  and  that 
a  Rival  in  Enthiifiaftic  Ambition  is  not  to 
be  endured.  —  This  Cafe  puts  me  in  Mind 
of  a  Story  I  have  heard  of  a  Madman  in 
Bedlam,  who  being  in  a  lucid  Interval, 
went  about  the  Houfe,  and  gave  fome 
Strangers  an  Account  of  the  Place ;  he 
very  calmly  and  rationally  told  the  Rea- 
fons  of  each  Perfon's  DiftraUion ;  till  at 
length  coming  to  one,  he  faid,  "  this 
Man  run  mad  with  Pride,  and  pretend- 
ed to  be  the  Holy  Ghofi.  But  I  am  he ;  I 
am  the  Hcly  Ghofy  And  then  run  on 
raving  in  a  wonderful  Manner. 
5  journ.  Mr.  Wefley  confelfeth  another  Cafe  of 
P-  '3-4-  real  Difiemper  in  Mifs  Gr.  who  had  been 
in  one  of  their  Bands.  "  She  had  lately 
been  raving  mad,  in  Confequence  of  a 
Fever,  and  as  fuch  was  tied  down  to  her 
Bed,  When  {he  was  fuffered  to  go  a- 
broad,  Ihe  went  to  Mr.  Whitefield -,  —  but 
he  quickly  perceived  flie  was  only  a  Lu- 
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nntic,  the  Nature  of  her  Diforder  foon 
betraying  itfelf."  As  the  Nature  cf  the 
Diforder  had  as  much  betrayed  itfelf 
in  many  Methodifs,  how  happens  it 
that  in  this  Cafe  Fever  and  Madnefs  are 
allowed  ?  Why,  it  fcems  Mifs  Gr.  had 
faid,  "  that  Mr.  IVefey  and  other  Me- 
thodifts  ivere  Papifts."'  And  fbould  not 
fuch  an  abufive  Tongue  be  diflinguifhed 
from  true  Methodift  Lunacy  ? — even  though 
it  hath  been  necefliry  to  lend  fome  of 
the  latter  Sort  to  Bedlam. 

§.23.  Keep  but  clofe  to  your  Order^ 
hold  faft  your  Canty  and  Mr.  IVtfey  will 
contend  Tooth  and  Nail,  nay  will  prove, 
that  the  bod/'Iy  Signs  of  horrid  Fits  and 
Convulfions  cannot  be  Natural  Difem- 
fer  in  his  faithful  Sectaries,  Take  an 
Inftance,  or  two. 

"  Mr.  Wefcy  intending  to  fpeak  on  3  Joum. 
"Romans  \\\.  19.  could  not  open  his  Mouth,'*  P-  5^* 
till  the  Ligature  is  difTolved  by  his  Conn- 
ter-Chartn^  and  making  a  Lottery  of  the 
Scriptures^  and  "  begging  God  to  direSf, 
he  opens  the  Book  on  Hebrews  x.  ig.  Then, 
while  he  was  fpeaking  earneflly,  fome  fu?2k 
down  ;  others  exceedingly  trembled '  and 
quaked;  fome  were  torn  with  a  convulfvoe 
Motion,  in  every  Part  of  their  Bodies,  fo 
violently,  that  often  four  or  five  Perfons 
could  not  hold   one    of  them.      I  have 
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fecn  many  Uyfterical,  and  many  Epilep^ 
tied  Fits  J  but  none  of  them  were  like 
thefe  in  many  Refpedts."  That  he  has 
it^n  ma?i)\  among  his  own,  I  make  not 
the  leaft  Doubt.  But  is  hefure  he  knows 
nil  the  Symptoms  in  fuch  Cafes  ?  Sure  am 
I,  that  in  every  refpeB  Phyficians  have 
proved  this  to  be  the  Cafe  u\  common 
Hyjierics  and  Epileptics. 

Again  ;  "  He  enquires  into  the  Cafe  of 
thofe  who  cried  out  aloudy  during  his 
Preaching.  —  All  of  them,  (I  think,  not 
one  excepted  )  were  Perfons  in  perfeSi 
Health,  not  fubjecft  to  Fits  of  any  kind, 
till  they  were  thus  affeded.  This  came 
upon  every  one  of  them  in  a  Moment^ 
without  any  previous  Notice.  Some  faid, 
they  felt  as  if  a  Sword  was  running  through 
them  J  others,  that  they  thought  a  great 
Weight  lay  upon  them.  Some  faid,  they 
were  quite  choaked,  and  could  not  breathe: 
others,  that  their  Hearts  fwelied  ready  to 
buT'Jl :  and  others,  as  if  their  Heart,  and 
all  their  Injide  and  whole  Body,  were  tear^ 
ing  to  Pieces.  Thefe  Symptoms  I  cannot 
impute  to  any  Natural  CaufeJ'  — And  yet 
thefe  fcveral  Symptoms  Jiave  appeared  be- 
fore, from  full  Authority^  to  be  real  Na- 
tural Di/lempers ;  not  excepting  the  Parti- 
cular of  "  dropping  in  a  Moment,  though 
thfey  were  in  perjetl  Health  before/'  I 
am  not  obliged  to  believe  it.     But  let  it 
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pafs  for  Truth.     'Tis  a  common  Thing : 
and    why  fo  many  fall  all  together^    and 
juft  after  one  another,  among  his  HearerSy 
will  afterwards  appear. 

§.  24.  Let  us  next  proceed  to  the  Caufes 
of  thefe  lamentable  DiforderSy  horrid  Con- 
vul/ions,  ScreamingSy  &c.  where  fomething 
will  again  fall  in  of  the  Nature  of  them. 
And  as  far  as  they  are  natural  Di/le?n~ 
perSy  no  doubt  but  they  are  owing  to  the 
fame  Caufe  in  Methodifs,  as  in  other  Peo- 
ple. Here  we  find  the  Faculty  pretty  well 
agreed  -,  and  imputmg  the  aforefaid  Dif- 
tempers,  —  "  to  flifling  Air  in  clofe 
Rooms ;  bad  Diet,  Indigeftions,  Crudities, 
and  Flatulencies ;  to  being  expofed  to  wet. 
Cold,  or  violent  Heats  5  to  long  Watch- 
ings  and  Faftings;  to  Suppreilions ;  to 
fudden  Frights,  Wounds  and  Blows,  giv- 
ing a  Concufllon  to  the  Brain  :  —  To  di- 
vers Affedlions,  Paffions  and  Perturba- 
tions of  the  Mind ;  Love,  Jealoufy,  Fear, 
Shame;  Sorrow,  Anger,  Envy,  Malice, 
great  Difappointments,  or  great  Expedla- 
tions ;  to  Ambition  and  Pride,  fwelling 
till  they  are  ready  to  burfl  j  to  deep  Co- 
gitation, efpecially  intent  upon  cne  Ohjedfy 
&c.'  Thefe  operating  in  various  Kinds  and 
Degrees,  according  to  Men's  different  Hu- 
mours and  Conftitutions ;  worki^ng  ftrong- 
\y  m  Enthufwjlic  Heads,  where  the  Mi- 
S  vial 
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Uiai    Spirits    and    Brains    are    moft    dif- 
turbed." 

Such  Talk,  however,  will  not  go  far 
with  Mr.  Wejley  and  his  Ajjhciates.  Their 
extraordinary  Cafes  can  arife  from  no  Friii- 
ciple  in  Nature,  but  muft  proceed  from  a 
higher  Caufe,  fupernatural,  or  preternatu^ 
ral-y  either  from  a  good,  or  evil  Spirit. 

Mr.  Wejley  accordingly,  I  hope,  adls  by 
his  InJiruBion,  as  found  in  the  Roman  Ri- 
tual de  Exorcizandis.  "  In  the  firft  Place, 
the  Exorciji  muft  not  eafily  believe  any 
one  to  be  pofj'ejfed  by  the  "Devil-,  but  muft 
well  know  the  Signs,  whereby  one  pojjejj'ed 
is  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  who  labour 
under  the  black  Bile,  or  any  Dijlemper." 
Know  the  Signs  ?  Yes,  furely.  And  he 
producer h  feme  Cafes,  which  can't  be  the 
Effed:  of  Natural  Dijlemper ;  as  being  un- 
common  and  unaccountable,  what  Thyficiam 
can't  account  for  from  Nature,  but  own  a 
fuperior  Caufe,  —  One  might  perhaps  beg 
his  Pardon  here,  and  by  no  means  allow 
the  Confequence,  For  there  are  many  OC" 
cult  ^lalities,  fecret  Poivers  in  Nature^ 
whereof  we  fee  the  Operation  and  EffeSls ; 
though  we  are  not  able  to  affign  the 
Manner  and  Reafon.  And  the  Popifi  Wri- 
Coraplem.  ters  upon  Exorcifms  allow,  "  that  'tis  very 
A^t.Exor.fjif^cult  to  determine,  whether  a  Perfon 
^  '^'  ^'  be  pojejjed,  or  not  ;  many  of  the  fa?ne 
Signs  concurring  in  Melancholy  and  Hyjie- 
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rical  Diftempers."  But  let  us  fee  his 
Cafes.  "  Although  they  favv  Signs  a  fid  ^^'^^^y. 
Wonders,  they  would  not  believe.  Some^  .q'^"" 
faid,  *  Thefe  were  pure  Natural  Effl'&s-y 
the  People  fainted  away,  only  bccaufe  of 
the  Heat  and  Clofenefs  of  the  Rooms.'  To 
Day,  our  Lord  anfwered  for  himfelf.  For 
while  I  was  preaching, — he  began  to  make 
hare  his  Arm^  not  in  a  clofe  Roojn,  neither  in 
private^  but  in  the  open  Air,  before  Thoii^ 
fands.  One  and  another  was  ftruck  to 
the  Earth,  Gfc."  He  triumphs  much  a- 
gainft  the  Argument  from  a  clofe,  fti fling 
Place.  But  are  thei'e  not  numerous  Natu- 
ral Caufes  befides  that  ?  —  *'  While  I  was  ibid, 
preaching  in  Newgate,  a  Woman  broke  P-  '^^■ 
out  into  ftrong  Cries,  and  all  her  Bones 
Jhook.  A  Phyfician,  who  had  known  her 
many  Years,  obferving  every  Symptom,  was 
clearly  convinced  it  was  not  Fraud,  nor 
any  Natural  Diforder :  but  acknowledg- 
ed the  Finger  of  God."  What  Sir  !  You 
have  often  declared  your  Contempt  of  Phy- 
ficians,  and  thofe  eminent  in  their  Pro- 
fclTion,  as  ignorant  of  the  Caufes,  Nature, 
and  Cure  of  your  Methodiftical  Maladies  \ 
and  do  you  appeal  to  a  Neivgate-Phyfician, 
to  bear  Teftimony  in  your  Favour  ?  Why 
did  you  not  name  the  Man  ?  I  well  re- 
member, that  in  that  famous  Impoflure  of 
Martha  Broffier  (of  which  there  is  a  par-  Hinor. 
ticplar  Account  by  Thuanus)  flic  was  grie-  '  " ''^^' 
V.  .    ;'\  S   2  voufly 
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voufly  dijlorfed  and  convulfed,  and  had  all 
the  Symptoms  of  a  PoJJeJJion^  for  which  fhe 
was  brought  to  Paris  to  be  cxorcifed.  The 
mojl  celebrated  Phyficians  being  confulted, 
declared,    it  was  much  of  Impojiure^    and 
fomething  of  Dijiemper  j    but  nothing  pre^ 
ternatural.      But    afterwards    other  Phyji- 
cians  were  introduced  by  Father  Seraphin 
the  Exorciji^  in   the   Abfence  of  the  for- 
mer ^    and  thefe   attefted   that   it    was    no 
Dijiemper,    but    Diabolical   PoJJeJJion  ;     or 
fomething  preternatural.      The   Girl   re- 
peats her  Agitations,  and  Seraphin  his  Ea;- 
crcifms  j  till  at  length  the  Fraud  was  de- 
ted:ed,    as  intended  to  raife  a  Sedition  in 
the  State,  to  the  everlafting  Confufion  of 
fuch  defigning  Impojiors. 
5  jo'ii-n.         Mr.   Wejley   brings    the   Cafe    of  Mr. 
^"  ^*'      Meyrick.      "  His   Pidfe   was   gone.      He 
had   been  fpeechlefs   and  fenjelefs  for  fome 
time.     A  few  of  us  joined  in  Prayer.    Be- 
fore  we  had  done,  his   Senfe   and  Speech 
returned.     Now   he  that  will  account  for 
this  by  Natural  CaufeSy   has  my  free  Leave. 
But  I  chufe  to   fay,    this  is  the  Power  of 
God,    &c."      A  Miracle-monger  will,    no 
Doubt,  chufe  to  fay  this.     But  'tis  no  very 
uncommon,    or   extraordinary   Thing    for  a 
Perfon    from   Natural   Caufes   to  loofe    all 
thefe  Senfes,  and  recover  them.     Sennertus 
De  Vitiis  particularly   mentions   Epikpfies,    Syncopes, 
Vocii.      Supprejfions,  as  the  Natural  Caufes. 

Phyficians 


(133) 

Pbvficians    can    account    alfo   for    that 
wad  Night-Scene y  when  "  fo   many  Me-  '^^j^(^y 
thodiJJs  'between    two    and    three    in   the^  J^'"' 
Morning  made  fuch  a  confufed  Noife,  as 
if  a  Number  of  Men  were  all  putting  to 
the  Sword,"     For  the  Blood  and  Bile  (as 
Sennertm   again   fays  )    grow  hot    by    too  De  Vigil, 
much  Watching',    and  thence  Fevers  and 
Delirioufnefsy  and  Ccwunlfiom  ;  efpecially  in 
bilious  and  7nelancholy  Confiitntions ,   where 
the  Brains  are  mofl  liable  to  be  difturbed." 
— They  can  account  too  for  the  wild  Rn- 
thufiafms  of  "  Sam.   Hitchens,   who  wan- 
dered about  the  Fields  by  Night,  and  often 
threw  himfelf  on  the  Earth  ;"  —  and  of 
"  the  Boy,    who  ran  away  from  his  Pa-  Wefley 
rents,  lurking  about  for  feveral  Days  and^  \^[^ 
Nights  together,  fuffering  Cold  and  Hunger, 
once  three  whole  Days  without  Siijienance," 
For   a   long   Continuance   in   any   one  of 
thefe  Htirdfhips,  much  more  all  in   Con- 
jundiion,  will   be  fufficient  for  producing 
the  dijmal  Ejlcl, 

« 

§.  25.  But  as  our  Mfthodi/l  Teachers  Q.re 
difpofed  to  exclude  Nature,  and  call  in  a 
fuperior  Caufe ;  let  them  take  their  own 
"Way.  I  am  not  much  inclined  either  to 
confute,  or  contejl,  what  they  fay. 

—  Neqiie  te  tcneo,  nequc  dicla  refello, 
I,  fequere  Italiam. 

But 
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But  they  will  give  me  Leave  to  obferve, 
to  what  different y  and  even  dire(^ly  oj)po- 
fite  and  contrary  Caufes  they  afcribe  their 
outward  Signs  J  grievous  bodily  Convul- 
lions  and  Diftortions  j  Screamings,  Roar- 
ings, Tumblings,  &c.  as  well  as  various 
DiJlraSfions  of  Mind.  Thefe  Caiijes  are  no 
lefs  contrary,  than  God  and  the  Devil; 
the  fupremely  good  Spirit,  and  the  fu- 
premely  evil  One-,  and  this  in  the  ve7'y 
fame  Particulars.  Wherein  it  behoveth 
me  to  be  pretty  cautious  and  exaB  j  other- 
wife  I  fliall  be  heavily  accufed. 

And,  Firfl,    I  fhall   introduce  them  as 

making   God  the  Caife.      And    thus   Mr. 

3  Journ.  Wejley -,    *'  We  called  upon  God  to  con- 

^*  ^^'      firm  his  Word.     Immediately  one  cried  out 

aloud  with  the  utinoft  Vehemence,  even  as 

in  the  Agonies  of  Death. —  Soon  after  two 

other  Perfons  were  feized  v^i\\\Jirong  Tain, 

Ibid,     and  conftrained  to  roar.'^     So  again,  "   I 

p-  42-  prayed  that  God  would  bear  Witnefs  to 
his  Word.  Immediately  one,  and  ano- 
ther, and  anothery?/;?^  to  the  'Earth  :  they 
dropped  on  every  Side,  as  T^hunderfiruck. 
One  of  them  cried  aloud. — One  fo  wound- 
ed by  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  that  you 
would  have    imagined  {he  could  not  live 

«•  o;  ^  Moment.'"  — "  God  made  bare  his  Holy 
Arm,  One,  and  another,  and  another 
was  jlruck  to  the  Earth,  exceedingly  trem- 

P.  62.    ^I'^J^g  ^t  the  Prejence  of  God,"  -. —  "  Seven 

or 
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or  eight  Perfons  were  conftralned  to  rear 
cloud,  while   the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  ivasi 
dividing    cfunder   their   Souls   and  Spirits, 
and  Joints,    and  Marrow r  —  A    deeper  5  joum. 
Work   in  many  Souls-;  —  many  tre?nbledv-  77-  rS, 
exceedingly;  fix,  or  itw^n   (both  Men  and 
Women)   dropped   down  as  dead.      Some 
cried  out,  —  others  would,    but  their  Voice 
was  loji. — In  the  Evening  God  was  pleafed 
to  tvowid  many   more."     But  particularly 
obfervable  is  what  follows  5   »' I   preached     IbidJ 
at  Weavers-Hall,     It  was  a  Glorious  Time,   P-  ^7- 
Several  dropped  to  the  Ground,  as  if  ftruck 
by  Lightning,     Some  cried  out  in  Bitter^ 
7iefs  of  Sold.     In  this  acceptable  Ti?ne,  Sec.'* 
And  what    fays   Brother   Whitefield  on 
the  fame  Side  ?    He  was  firft  let  into  this 
Secret  by   Mr.  Wefley  ;  when  "  upon   his  „,  . 
(Mr.  Whitefield^)  Preaching,  four  Perfons  .^^o^n^ 
funk  down  clofe  to  him;  —  without  Senfe'^-^'y^- 
or  Motion,  —  in  firong  Convulfw?2S,    with 
frong  Cries  and  Tears.     From  this  Time, 
I  truft,    we   fhall  fuffer  God  to  carry  his 
own  Work,  in  the  Way  th^t  pkafeth  him.'"- 
After  this  Mr.  Whitefield,  finding  in  him- 
felf  fuch  Power,    goes  on    triumphantly. 
"  A  young  Woman  ftruck  down   by  the  whi.ef. 
Power  of  God's  Word, — has  continued  ever  6  loam, 
fince,  as  St.  Paul  did.  Sick  in  Bodv,  and^  '''^^'' 
under  great  Agojiies  of  Soul.  —  God  crene- 
rally  manifefts    himfclf  to    fome   Souls  in 
this     extraordinary     Manner.  "       At    my 

Preach- 
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?«42-  Preaching,  Thoufands  cried  ciif,  fome 
faintedy  others  cried  out,  as  if  they  were 
in  the  fiarpejl  Agonies  of  Death.  Never 
did  I  fee  a  more  Glorious  Sight." — "  Some 
ftruck  pale  as  Death,  others  lying  on  the 
Ground,    others  Jinking  by   the   PFord  of 

7  Journ.  God."  —  Mr.   B //  dropped   down,    as 

p.  12, 3 2- though  yZ?^^  with  a  Gun ;  —  by  the  Power 
of  God's  Word."  "  The  Lord  mani- 
fefted  his  Glory.     One  was  firuck  down  by 

p.  ^7.  the  Tower  of  the  Word."  —  "  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  came  down  Hke  a  rufhing, 
mighty  Wind ;  immediately  there  was 
Jhrieking  in  every  Corner  of  the  Con- 
gregation ;  Men's  Hearts  failing  them  for 
Fear^  many  falling."  —  One  flruck  down, 
his  Body  exceeding  weak,  could  fcarce 
move  all  the  Night  after.  God  was  work- 
ing powerfully  in  his  Soul. —  Twelve  Per- 

p.  75.  fons  dropped  down  here  and  there." — "  The 
Holy  Ghoft  enabled  7ne  to  fpeak  io,  that 
one  Woman  was  thrown  mlofrong  Convul- 
Jions  y   others  were  in  ^r^^^  ^^oTzzVi." 

Thus  far  then  God  is  aflerted  to  be  the 
Caufe  of  thefe  feemingly  horrible  Fits ;  the 
mojl  vehement  Outcries,  Roarings,  and 
ftrong  Fains ',  Sinkings,  Droppings  to  the 
Ground,  —  as  flruck  with  Lightning  and 
I'hunder  ;  —  exceeding  Tremblings,  Falli}jgs 
down  as  dead.  Voice  lofl,  ftrong  Co?ivul- 
Jions,  mthcut  Senfe  cr  Motion,  Faintings, 

Jinking 
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finking  as  if  fiot  'with  a  Gun ;   Shriekings^ 
Terrcj-s^  and  Fallings. 

§.  26.  But  as  thefe  incoufJJlent  Ramblers 
can't  be  long  in  ofie  Mind \  we  are  next 
to  obferve  them  'wheeling  about^  unraveU 
ling  their  Web^  and  afcribing  ihtfame  Par- 
ticulars to  God's  grand  Adverfary,  the  De- 
vil. Well  then  !  (To  borrow  Mr.  JVe/ley\ 
Motto). 

—  Agcdiun,  pauca  accipe  contra, 

Mr.  Whitefield  having  told  us  of  "  five 6  Joum: 
Perfons  in  Agonies  fo  flrong,  as  if  afted:edP-  3^* 
with  Fits,''  adds,  "  Some  fuch  Agonies,  I 
believe,  ^xcfrom  the  Devil.     And  he  will 
no  doubt   endeavour  by  thefe  to  bring  an 
evil  Report  on  the  Work  rf  God." 

Mr.  JVeJley  once  acquainted  his  Follow- 3  jonrn, 
ers,  that  *'  thefe  involuntary  EffeSts  wrought  P-  ^^• 
upon  their  Bodies  might  be  from  God;  and 
might  not.     While   I   was   fpeaking,  one 
before  me  dropped   down   as   dead ;    and 
prefently  a  fecond,  and  a  third."     But  in 
other  Places  he  fays,  "  A  young  Man  funk    ibid, 
down  as  dead  ;  but  foon  began  to  roar  out,    P-  5°* 
and  beat  himfelf  againfl  the  Ground,    fo 
that  fix  Men  could  fcarce   hold  him.     I 
never  faw  one  fo  toxn  oi  the  evil  One.'" — 
Mr.    JVe/lcfs    affe<5Vionate    Brother    writes 
thus  to  him ;    '*  What  Influence  fudden    i'-''!- 
T  and   P-^2. 
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and  lliarp  Awakenings  may  have  upon  the 
Bod-j^    I  don't    pretend  to  explain;    [the 
Inftance   you   gave  of   fome  flruggling   as 
in  the  Agonies  of  Death]  but  I  make  no 
Queflion,  Satan,  as  far  as  he  gets  Power, 
may  exert  himlelf  on  fuch  Occalions  j  part- 
ly to  binder  the  good  Work  in  fuch  as  are 
touched  with  the  Arrows  of  Conviction  ; 
and  partly  to  di [parage  the  Work  of  God^ 
as  if  it  tended  to  lead  People  to  Dijlrac- 
3  Jo"^"-  tion.''  —  "  The  Enemy  began  to  tear  her, 
^^' '  '^'  fo   that   (lie   fcreamcd    as    in    the   Pajjgs 
Pag.  92.  of  Death.''  —  Another ;    "    the  thoufand 
Diftcrtions   of  her    whole    Body    fliewed, 
how  the   Dogs  of  Hell  were  gnaiving  her 
Hearty — But  now   we  are  to  have  Mr, 
Wefiey^  final  fudgment^  and  fettled  Deter - 
inination^    after   a   careful  and  particular 
Examination ;    as  related  in  his  laft  four- 
qjou-r.  ji^i^     ii  I  concluded  my   fecond  Courfe  of 
P-9.'-'    J/iJiting;  in  which  I  enquired  particularly 
into   the   Cafe  of  thofe,  vi^ho  had  almoft 
every  Night  the  laft  Week  cried  out  aloudy 
during  the  Preaching.  —  I  found  that  all 
of  them  (I  think,  not  one  excepted)  were 
Pcrfons  in    perfed:  Health,    and   had   not 
been  fubjedt  to  Fits  of  any  kind,  till  thus 
cffeBed. — That  this  had  come  upon  every 
one  of  them   in  a  Mo7nent^  without  any 
previous   Notice.  — ^  Tiiat  in   that  Moment 
they    dropped    down,    they   lofl    all    their 
Stretigtb^    and  were    feized   with    violent 

Fain, 


(  ^39  ) 
Fdifu  This  they  exprefled  in  dificrent 
Manners.  Some  laid,  they  felt,  juil  as 
if  a  Sword  was  running  through  them  : 
others,  that  they  thought  a  great  PFcight 
lay  upon  them,  as  if  it  would  fqueeze  them 
into  the  Earth.  Some  faid,  they  were 
quite  choaked,  fo  that  they  could  not 
breathe :  others,  that  their  Hearts  fweilcd 
ready  to  burji;  and  others,  that  it  was  as 
if  their  Hearty  all  their  hi/ide,  all  their 
•whole  Body,  was  tearing  in  Pieces. 

^hefe  Symptoms  I  can  no  more  impute 
to  any  Natural  Caufe,  than  to  the  Spirit 
of  God.  I  make  720  doubt,  but  it  was 
Satan  tearing  them,  as  they  were  coining 
to  Chrijl.  And  hejice  proceeded  thofe 
grievous  Cries,  whereby  he  might  defign 
both  to  di [credit  the  Work  of  Gcd,  and  to 
affright  People  from   liearing  that  JVord. 

I  found,  that  their  Mijids  had  been  as 
varioufly  affected  as  xht'w  Bodies.  Of  this 
fome  could  fcarce  give  any  Account  at  all ; 
which  alfo  I  impute  to  that  ivife  Spirit, 
purpofely  jlunning  and  confounding  as  many 
as  he  could,  that  they  might  not  be  able 
to  beivray  his  Devices,  Others  gave  a  very 
clear  and  particular  Account,  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End.  The  IVord  oj  God 
pierced  their  Souls,  and  convinced  them 
of  inward,  as  well  as  outward  Sin.  They 
faw  and  felt  the  fVrath  of  God  abiding  on 
them,  and  were  afraid  of  his  Judgments. 
T   2  And 
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And  here  the  Accufer  came  with  great 
Power,  telling  them,  ''  there  was  no 
Hope,  they  were  loft  for  ever.  Their 
Pams  of  Body  then  feized  them  in  a  Pv4o- 
ment,  and  extorted  thofe  Icud  and  bitter 
Cries.'' 

Thefe  are  the  Words  of  Meffieurs  White- 
Jield  and  Wejley  ;   wherein  the  Reader  will 
fee  how  the  Tables  are  turned.     Here  he 
finds,  "  no  doubt  but  thefe  Agonies^  drop- 
ping down  as  dead^  loud,  grie^'oous  and  bit- 
ter Cries  and  Roarings,  Dijiortions,  violent 
Fains,    Screaj?ii?2gs    as    in    the    Pangs    of 
Death ;    ivith   various  DiJiraBions   of  the 
Mi  fid,  —  proceeded  from  Satan  ;  he  caifed 
them.     And  yet  juft  before,  the  \txy  fime 
Particulars  and   Symptoms  were  exprefsly 
imputed    to   God ;  he  caufed  them.     The 
Sword  of  the  Spirit  dividing  them  afunder, 
is,    in    a   Mo  merit,    converted    to    Satan's 
Sword  running  through  them.     The  Work- 
ings of  God  in  the  Soul  in   this   extraordi- 
nary Manner, '  and  doing  his  own  Work  in 
his  own    Way,    is    inftantly    changed  into 
Satan's  Endeavours  to  bring  an  evil  Report  on 
God's  Work,    to   dijparage,    difcredit,    and 
hinder  God's  Work,  and  fright  People  from 
it.     At  fuch  a  Lofs  are  they,  fo  uncertain 
whofe  Work  they  are  doing. 

§.  27.  We  m.ay  here  make  a  ^t\v  Re- 
pjarks.     And  lirft,    one  may,  I  prefume, 

take 
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take  the  Liberty  of  asking  a  ^icjiio?:,   or 
two.      "  Pray,    Sir,  what   Devices^  what 
grand  Secrets  of  Sat  an  ^  did  thofc  Peribns 
be'wray,    who    wLxt   not  Jiunned  and    con- 
founded'^   Or,    if  Grand  Secrets  iDere  be- 
v/rayed,  what  a  Foci  was  this  Wife  Spirit, 
and  what  did  htgain^  mftunning  only  jhme , 
when    fo   many  others   had  full  Power  of 
difcovering  his  Pte  .^ — Bat  in  this  Con^ 
t rover fy  with  thcmfeheSy   we  may   obferve, 
that  ivlr.  Whitefidd  Teems  xki^fouUr  Cham- 
pionfor  Satan's  Operation  y  and  Mr.  TFefey 
for  God's  Operation.      For   'tis   not    ufual 
for    thefe  two   Competitors  in  Sa?iBity  to 
agree.     I  would  not  here   have  the  latter 
recur  to  his  old  Method  of  quibbling,  and 
think   of  reconciling  his   lall   Deterjnina- 
tion  in  Favour  of  the  Devil,  by  faying  he 
ads  by  God's  PermiJJion,  or  that  thefe  Ef- 
feBs  are  from  God,  who  is   the  Original 
Caufe  of  all  'Things.     (This  all  know,  as 
well   as  himfelf)  For   he    hath  exprefsly 
excluded  both  Nature  and  God.      Perhaps 
before  his  next  Journal  comes  out,  he  may 
alter  his  Mind. — There  are,  hovve\c;r,  good 
Rcafons  why  much  {l:iould  be  faid"  on  each 
Side.     It  is    necejjary  fomcfunes,    that  God 
fliould  be  the  C<^z//^  "  of  thefe  Tumblings,  Wtfley 
Convulfions,  ^c.   that  thofe  who  are  "doeak  ^  -[g""*^ 
might  not   be   offended.''      For  indeed  he  64. 
owns,    "    many    were    greatly    offended." 
And  the  Notion  of  Satan'%  doing  it  might 

"  iend 
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Wefley  cc  tend  to  lead  People  to  DiftraBionr 
Wg^l^[  Accordingly  Mr-  Whitejield  affures  us, 
that  ''  a  Woman  being  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as 
to  be  thought  mad^  ^ndfull  of  new  Wine, 
in  that  Hour  the  hord  'Jcjus  took  PolTeffion 
of  her  SoiiW 

And  'tis  equally  mccjj'ary  fometimes,  that 
the  Devil  (liould  be  the  Cmife  ;  to  (liew 
what  an    Enemy   he   is   to  Methodifm,    m 
Wefley    ^hus  ''  dijparaging  Cod's    Work,    and  de- 
p,  ^j,  '  figning  to  offrigiot  People  from  it;"  and 
efpecially   it   muil   be   the  Devil- ?,  doing, 
that  Mr.   Wejley  may  have  the  Honour  of 
ejeBing  him,    and  gain  Reverence  for  his 
miraculous  Cures.      And   herein,  I  appre- 
hend, he  has  greatly  the  Advantage  of  Mr. 
Whitefield;  after  *'  mufing  in  his  old  Room 
at  Oxford,  and  refleding  how  many  that 
came  ajter  him  were  preferred  before  hi\?n,'" 
he  now  is  become  Juperior  to  a  Principal 
Antagonifi.     For  poor  Mr.  Whitefieid  fays, 
(after  owning  that  the  Devil  was  the  Caufe 
f  Jonrn.  of  the  Fits)  "  I  had  not  prayed  long  in 
^'^^'      the    Wo?nen's   Society,    but  two    of  them 
fell  down   again  ijito  violent  Fits ;  fo  that 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  them.''  Fie  for  Shame, 
Mr.  Whitefieid !  lou  not  ftand  out  againft 
the  Devils   Indeed  he  has,  in  this  Cafe, 
outwitted  you.      You   were  not  aware   of 
Be  Exorc.  v/hat  the  Roman  Ritual  fays,  "  How  many 
Arts  and  Fallacies  trie  Devil  ufcth  to  de- 
ceive the  Exorcijh,   and  that  the  Exorcijt 
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w.iijl  not  leave  off,  till  lie  has  fccn  all  the 
Signs  of  Liberation'"     Ton  probably  have 
never  looked  into  fuch  Fopip^  Ceremojiials, 
But   Mr.   Wejley  muft   have   as   mean    an 
Opinion  oi  ycii^  as  he  had  of  the  Clergy- 
man, *'   who  being  fent   for  by  a  Woman  Wcfley 
popjj'ed,  flie  -no   fooner  began  to  rear  and^  ^T^'^^' 
hang   out  her   Tongue^    but  he    cried   out,^' 
"  It   is    the   Devil    doubtlefs  !    It   is    the 
Devil  !    And  immediately  went  away.  — 
But  Mr.  PFefley  cime  to  her,  and  left  her 
not  till  all  her  Symptojns  ccafed.''     He  was 
better  acquainted  with  his  Rnky  and  better 
obferved  it,  and  had  much  more  Work  of 
this  Nature '  upon  his  Hands. 

This  leads  us  to  our  Parallel.  For 
ibme  Phyficians,  Philofophers,  and  DivineSy 
have  been  of  Opinion,  that  fucii  uncom- 
mon and  extraordinary  Cafes  proceeded  from 
a  Diabolical  Operation.  But  mv  Bufinefs 
being  only  with  Papifs,  I  need  not  en- 
quire farther. 

The  Ro??2an  Ritual,  after  *•  tJie  Cau-DeExorc. 
tion  againft  miftaking  the  black  Bile,  or 
other  Diftcmpers,  for  a  PoJJ'efionf  foon 
leaves  the  Way  open  again,  by  acquaint- 
ing uf,  that  "  one  of  the  £)rj/7'j  Arts  is 
to  induce  a  Perfuafion,  that  the  Patient 
only  lies  under  a  Natural  Diforder ,  when 
he  himfelf  is  at  the  Bottom."  And  wc 
have  there  *' Three  Sig?:s  of  a  Diabolical 
Pofj'efion,  ftcakiijg  in  an  unknown  Tongt/e^ 
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difcovering  Things  fecret  and  dijlanf,  and 
having  Strength  above  the  natural  Age 
and  Condition  of  the  Party  j  and  others  of 
that  Nature,  which  if  many  of  them  con- 
cur, are  greater  Signs." 

Their  approved  JVriters  on  this  SubjeB 
have,  by  v^^ay  of  Supplement^  recounted 
thefe  numerous  and  great  Signs ;  intirely 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Wejley. 

IJeExorc.  "  j^  the  Maileus  Malcficarum^   Tom.  III. 

p.  izL.  and  Tom.  IV.  called  Complementian  Artis 
Exorcifticei  we  have  the  following  Ac- 
count. "  There  are  not  wanting  Men, 
who  deny  all  Diabolical  PoffcJ/ions  and 
Witchcrafts^  aiierting  them  to  be  only 
Natural  Dijiempers,  But  that  thefe  are 
tin  doubted  Signs  of  a  FoJI'eJjion,  or  JVitch- 
craft^  or  both  in  ConjunBion ;  namely, 
*  Lolling  out  the  Tongue ;  Clamours, 
Roarings,  Gnailiings,  Foamings  3  a  Weight 
in  the  Stomach,  or  choaking  in  the 
Throat;  Svvoonings,  efpecially  of  many 
at  one  and  the  fame  Time ;  Bowels  torn 
by  Dogs ;  fudden  Terrors,  and  inftantly 
removed ;  the  Feeling  of  a  hot,  or  cold 
Vapour  J  throwing  themfelves  on  the 
Ground,  and  tearing  themfelves  5  a  pierc- 
,  ing  like  a  Sword  ;  revealing  occult  and 
remote  Things ;  Ipeaking  Myfteries,  and 
explaining  Scripture  ;  prophefying  and 
finging  mufically  3  an  Averfion  to  the 
Minifter,    Prayers,    Relicks,    Holy  Water, 

and 
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and  all  Spiritual  Books  and  Things.  — 
But  the  jlrojigeft  Sign  is,  when  Ph)jician5 
cannot  help,  and  Medicines  are  of  no  Ser- 
vice. "  Thus  we  find  both  Popery  and 
Mr.  JVeJley  agreeing  in  their  VerdiB,  that 
Satan  is  guilty  5  and  neither  Neture,  nor 
tiie  God  of  Nature  have  any  Concern  in 
tlie  Cafe. 

We   fhould  obferve  too,  thefe  Words  of 
Mr.  IVeJlty  ;  "  I  carefully  examined  thofe,  5  y.wxn. 
who  had  cr/V^ 6/// lately  in  the  Congrega-^''^^'^^' 
tion.  —  I    enquired    particularly    into    the 
Cafe. — And  I  found  their  Minds  had  been 
as    varioufly    afFeded    as   J:heir    Bodies. " 
Wonderful    Thing,   that   Mind  and  Body 
fhould,  in  a  Diforder,  have  a  mutual  Jnjlu- 
ence  on  each  other!  The  Enquirer^  however,  j^Ej^orc 
did  well  in  conforming  to  the  Rom  an  Ritual  -, 
*'  In  order  to  know  this,    [whether   the 
Diforder  be  Natural^  or  Diabolical]  after 
an  Exorcif?n^  or  two,  let  the  Exorcijl  inter- 
rogate the  Patient,  what  he  was  fenlible  of, 
or  felt,  m  Mind  or  in  Body.''     And   what 
Anfwers  did  he  draw  out  ?  "  Some  could  Weney 
give  no  Account  at  all,    how,  or   where-    •^^"^* 
fore  i    only,  that  of  a'fudden  they  drop- 
ped   down   they  knew  ^ot  how.     Others 
could  jujl   remember  they  were    in  Fear ; 
but  could  not  tell  what  they  were  in  Fear 
of.     Several  faid,  they  were  afraid  of  the 
Devil',  and  this   was  all  they  knew.    But 
a  few  give  a  more  IntelUgible  Account,  of 
U  a   piercing 
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a  piercing  Senje  of  their  Sins^  and  of  the 
Wrath  of  Gody  and  the  Punifliment  into 
which  they  were  juft  faHing.  One  told 
me,  *  I  was  juft  as  if  I  was  falling  from 
the  highejl  Place  I  had  ever  feen.  I  thought 
the  Devil  was  pufhing  me  off,  and  that 
God  had  forfaken  me.'  Another  faid,  *  I 
felt  the  very  Fire  cf  Hell''  Upon  his  fe- 
cond  Examination,  "  Some  faid  they  felt 
as  it  were  the  piercing  of  a  Sword ;  others 
thought  a  great  Weight  lay  upon  them, 
£i?6-." — -"  Some  could  fcarce  give  atiy  Ac- 
count  at  all;  which  alfo  I  impute  to  that 
Wife  Spirit^  purpofely  fiunning  and  con- 
founding  as  many  as  he  could,  that  they 
might  not  bewray  his  Devices.  Others 
gave  a  very  clear  2iX\di  particular  Account, ^^ 
as  before. 

In  this  whole  Account  the  Borders  of 
God'^  Power,  and  Satan'^  are  fo  near,  and 
the  Trarfitions  from  one  to  the  other  fo 
quick ;  that  fuch  an  acute  Metaphyfician 
alone  as  Mr.  IP  efey  could  have  decided  fo 
exactly.  As  to  the  Particular  of  fome  be- 
ing able  to  give  little  or  no  Account ;  others 
a  very  clear  and  particular  one  ; — were  any 
thing  of  Nature  or  Dijie?nper  to  be  ad- 
mitted, there  would  be  no  need  of  quoting 
Authorities  for  a  pcrfeSf  or  imperfeti  Re^ 
memhrance,  or  none  at  all,  of  what  was 
felt  in  the  Fit :  The  Diverfty  being  fo 
well  knovvai  in  Proportion  to  the  Kind  and 
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Degree  of  the  Fit;   as  in   Veriigos,    Con- 
'vuljiom,  EpilepfieSj  &c.  as  like  wife  an  A- 
mazemeiit^    like    what    Mr.     Wejley    calls 
jiunning. 

But  he  will  chufe  to  ad;  in  Concert  with 
his  better  Friends  of  the  Papac)\  who  af- 
cribe  all  (for  fuhjlantial  Reafo7is)  to  Satan^ 
and  have  inferted  d.Prayer  in  thtOJJiceof  Ex- 
orcizatioti,  "  for  one  alfaulted  by  the  Frauds  Ritual 
of  an  unclean  Spirit,  whom  the  old  Ad^jcr-  ^""^an. 
jary  hovers  about  with  the  Horror  of 
Dread ;  and  ftriketh  the  human  Mind 
with  a  Stupor^  confounds  it  with  Terror^ 
and  exagitateth  with  trembling  Fear." 

§.  28.  Infallibility  (in  Rom.  Rit.)  af- 
fures,  that  '*  the  Arts  and  Frauds  of  theDeExorz. 
Devil  to  deceive  and  over-reach  the  Ex- 
orcifi  are  innumerable ;"  and  hath  been  fo 
good  as  to  acquaint  us  with  fome  of  them. 
And  Mr.  Wefey  (to  apply  his  own  Ex- 
preffions)  is  fuch  "  an  apt  Scholar,  and  has  fo 
perfed:ly  learned  the  Exercife  of  his  Arms-,'* 
that  he  is  for  the  moft  part  too  cunning 
for  the  old  Sophifter.  "  bometimes  Satan  Exoicifm, 
will  hide  himfeif,  and  ceafe  tormenting  the 
Patient,  to  induce  a  Perfuafion  that  he  is 
gone."  Mr.  Wefley  was  well  guarded  a- 
gainft  this  Trick. — '*  Sometimes  he  throw- 
eth  his  Prey  on  the  Ground,  and  caufeth 
Con'^juljions ;  that  the  Exorcijl  ?nay  ceafe 
from  his  Conjuration.*'  Here  Mr.  White- 
U  2  fdd 
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field  was  caught,  but  Mr.  Wcflcy  ftood  it 
out. —  "  Sometimes  he  will   let  the  Patient 
he  quiet ^  and  fay,  that  hefiels  no  Pain,,  and 
give  no   Sign  of  any  Terror.'"     This  was. 
the   Cafe    of   the  pojj'ejjed  Woman,    who, 
Weney    when  Mr.   Wefiey  came  to  her,  faid,  ''  I 
5  J°"^"-  am  very  well  now :  —  Nothing  ails  me." 
J3ut  Mr.  Wefiey  went  on  with  his  Work  ; 
and  her  Pofieffion    appeared    plainly  after- 
wards. —  "  Sometimes,    when    the    poor 
Devils  are  tormented  with  Exorcifins,   the 
Devils   will  promife  and  fiwear^  that  they 
will  go  out  to-morrow  at  fuch  an  Hmr^  in 
order  to  gain   Time.     This  was  the  Cafe, 
Wefley    in  "  that  furprizing  Inflance  of  the  Power 
4  Jp,^^"-   of  the  Devil,  —  when  beino;  afraid  of  Mr. 

p.  66,  67.  jry    n  V.  1 

Wefiey^  who  was  to  come  to-morrow,  he 
made  the  Woman  fay,  '  before  Six  in  the 
Morning  I  fimll  he  well.'*  —  "  Sometimes 
they  lull  the  Tatient  afieep,  and  fhew  him 
Vifions:'  But  Mr.  Wefiey  feems  not  well 
aware  of  this  Deceit.  Vifions  are  of  better 
Service,  than  to  own  them  from  the  Devil. 
—  "  Sometimes  Satan  permits  the  vexed 
Terjon  to  fay  Prayers,  receive  the  Sacra* 
ment,  fign  himlelf  with  the  Crofs,  with 
other  Ad:s  of  Humility  and  Devotion.  Yea, 
what  is  more,  he  him.felf  will  fay  fome 
My  Things.  In  which  Sheefs  Cloathing 
he  is  not  deteded.  But  he  can't  long 
perfeverer  Mr.  Wefiey  has  feveraMn- 
ll:ances   of  alternate  Strains  of  Rage   and 
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(    M9  ) 
Blafphemy,  and  of  Devotion  and  Submiffwn, 
in  Cafes  of  a  PoJJeJjion,   particularly  when 
the  Devil  fays  (fpeaking  through  the  Or- 
gans  of    the   D£smo?iiac )  "   Come^    go    to  ■^  joum^ 
PrayerSy  I  will  pray  with  you."     We  tookP-  93- 
the    Advice    from    whomjoever    it    came. 
Thus  fome   Devils,    who  hud    grievoutly 
mauled  St.  Xavier,  at  length  became  calm  Myfler. 
and  mild,  were  heard  to  fay  their  Matins,  J^*"'^- 
and  got  through  the  Choir-Service,   by  way^'  ^^' 
of  Joke'' —  "  Sometimes  the  Devil  is  Jlub- 
born,  or  anfwering  fallacioiijly ;   and   then 
he  mufi:  be  peremptorily  commanded,  in  the 
Name  of  Jefus,    to  fpeak  the  Truth,  and 
be  put   to    his  Oath.''      This   Care  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Wejley ;   "  I  command  thee, 
in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jefiis,   to  tell  if 
thou  haft  Commiflion  to  torment  any  other 
Soul  ?    It  was  immediately  anfwered,  *  I 
have."  —  "  Sometimes  the  Devil  will  tell 
Truths    or   feem  to  yield  in   fome  Points 
to  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Exorcifi,   in  order  to 
fiiff  him  up  with  Vain-glory,"     How  often 
this  hath  been  the  Cafe  with  Mr.  Wejley, 
let  his  ConduB  teftify. —  *'  Sometimes  the 
Devil,  (who  never  wants  new  bricks)  to 
hinder  People  from   fubmitting  to  Exor-  • 
cifms,  and  that  he  may  not  be  dijcovercd, 
will  pretend  Dijlempers,  and  counterfeit  all 
the  Symptoms  of  a  Difeaje  in  the  Sufferer  ; 
fo  as  to  deceive  even  the  Fhyficians,  and 
he  makes  the  Fhyjiciam  themfelvcs  incre- 
dulous \ 
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dulous ;  a  Sort  of  Men,  who,  If  they  can 
but  think  of  fome  natural  Caiife^  will  al- 
ways rejedt  any  i\\\n^  fupernaturat  -,  alledg- 
ing  fome  frivolous  Reafons.  Thefe  Men 
ought  to  read  fuch  Books  as  the  Malleus 
Malejicarum,  &c.  And  the  Exorcifi  muft 
take  care  to  have  a  Phyiician,  in  fuch  Dif- 
tempers,  who  is  of  the  fame  Opinion  with 
himfelf."  Mr.  Wefey  accordingly  has  over 
and  over  cautioned  the  World  againft  being 
ruled  by  Dr  Monroe^  and  others  of  the 
Faculty  ;  fhewing  their  Ignorance  and  Ina- 
bility. But  yet  he  has  been  wife  enough 
to  introduce  his  Newgate  Phyficiany  who 
was  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  himfelf^  to 
teftify  in  his  Favour."  N.  B.  Dr.  Monroe, 
and  all  other  PbyfcianSy  are  hereby  ad- 
moniihed,  that,  inRead  of  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  &c.  they  immediately  btfpeak  the 
Malleus  Maleficarum,  in  two  Volumes, 
Quarto  ;  as  likewife  Mr.  Weflef^  fournals. 
The  fame  'Admonition  is  to  extend  to  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  who  are  ordered  to 
examine  their  Licenciates  out  of  the  faid 
incomparable  Writings.  —  Laftly,  (though 
one  might  carry  the  Comparifons  much 
farther)  "  Sometimes  the  Devils,  as  ano- 
ther Impediment,  when  the  Exorcifi  knows 
the  Cafe  to  be  a  Poffefion,  will  induce  a 
Belief  into  the  Parents,  Relations  and 
Friends  of  the  Patient,  that  'tis  only  Hu- 
mours and  natural  Difemper  -,  and  no  dia- 
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hoUcal  PoJjeJJion  ;  that  fo  no  Regard  may  be 
had  to  the  Exorcifi^  nor  his  DifcipHne  be 
fubmitted  to."  This  Artifice  Mr.  Wejle^ 
hath  found  in  fome  of  his  Follo'ujers,  "  One  3  journ. 
(for  Fear  of  fuch  a  Fit)  run  out  of  theP^S-s^- 
Society  in  all  Hcifie,  that  JJ:e  77iight  not  ex- 
p^Jt' f-'>t-'^felj\"  h  young  V/oman  funk  down  P.  64. 
at  Rofe-Green  in  a  violent  jlgojiy  both  of 
Body  and  Mind,  and  five  or  fix  Perfons 
more  ^  at  whofe  Cries  many  were  greatly 
offended. — The  firft  that  was  deeply  touch- 
ed was  L —  TV — ,  whofe  Mother  had  been 
not  a  little  difpkafcd  a  Day  or  two  before, 
when  {he  was  told,  how  her  Daughter 
h^dexpofed  her fe  If  before  all  the  Congrega- 
tion. The  Mother  was  the  next  who 
dropped  doiam,  and  lojl  her  Senfes  in  a  Mo^ 
ment:'  The  poor  Mother  paid  for  her 
Folly  with  a  Vengeance.  But  due  Care 
muft  be  taken  to  prevent  fuch  evil  Sur- 
.mi/ingSy  and  to  countermine  Satan's  De- 
vices, 

I  would  advertife  the  Reader,  that  the 
■PafTages,  (imputing  thefe  grievous  Difor- 
ders  to  the  Deii'l,  and  cautioning  againft 
his  Frauds)  which  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  Roman  Ritual,  de  Exorcizandis,  are 
every  one  of  them  in  Malleus  Makfica- 
rum,  Tom.  3.  Page  225. — and  efpecially, 
Tom.  3.  Pages.  —  But  I  can't  be  pofi- 
tive,  whether  Mr.  Wefley  copied  out  thefe 
Paflages    in    order    to    fnake   Parallels,    or 

whether 


whetlier  he  and  the  Papijls  ad:  by  7mre 
Sympathy. 

§.  29.  But  Methodifm  itfelf  may  juftly 
be  reckoned  a  principal  Cauje  of  thcfe  hor- 
rid SiifferitjgSy  or  rather,  the  ejicacious 
Poiuer  of  their  Teachers.  They  have  re- 
lated "  their  Shriekings,  Pvoarings,  Groan- 
ings,  Gnafhings,  YeHings ;  CuiTings  and 
Blafphemies,  and  Defpairings  -,  Tumbhngs, 
Convulfions  and  ContoriionvS,  as  in  the 
Agonies  of  Death,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of 
Hell  3  Soul  and  Body  well  nigh  torn  afun- 
der  j — Things  terrible  to  behold,  too  hor- 
rid to  be  borne,  and  what  Words  cannot 
defcribe,  &Ci\'  Thefe  are  their  very 
Words.  l^QtyiotthQ^  Preachers  be  ftartled. 
J'hey  are  the  Caufe  j  (the  beft  they  can  fay 
is,  the  infiriimcnial  Caufe)  they  confefs  it, 
and  make  it  Matter  of  high  Boafting,  Ex- 
ukatio7i  and  Triumph, — 

6  Jou  n. .  Mr.  Whitffield  (:iySy  "  I  had  not  prayed 
P'  ''^'*  long, —  but  two  of  the  Women  fell  down 
P.  42,  zj4.into  violent  Fits. —  At  my  Preaching  Thou- 

fands  cried  out,  iomtfairited,  others  cried 
out  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death.  Never 
did  I  fee  a  more  glorious  Sight  I  —  Some 
ftruck  down  pale  as  Death,   othevs fnking. 

7  Journ.  —  Mr.  Whitefeld  preachijtg,  one  dropped 
P* '2;  75- down  as  fliot  with  2iGun.  —  The  Holy 

Ghofl  enabled  me  to  fpeak  fo^   that  one 
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Woman  was  thrown    into   (iron^  Convul- 
fions. 

Nor  will  Mr.  Wejley  lag  behind,   but  be 
Z5  pote7tt  a  Preacher  as  Mr.  Whitefield.    "  I  ^Vertey 
fxpotmded:   A   Woman   cried   out   in  the^  J/."'"- 
fiarpejl  Agonies  of  Spirit.  —  I  expounded/' ''' 
—  immediately   one   cried   out    with   the 
iifmoji   Vchemejice,    as   in    the    Agonies    of 
Death :  Two   other   Perfons   feized   with 
Fainy    and  conflrained    to   roar ;    another 
as  out  of  the  Belly  of  i/d'//.— While  /  ivas  p.  42. 
preaching,  one,  and   another,  and  another 
funk  to  the  Earth.     They  dropped  on  every 
Side  as  Thimderftruck.  —  While  I  was  en-   p.  .q, 
forcing  thefe   Words,   izytxA  ftnick  to  the 
Earth',  —  a  little  Boy  the  fame  ;  a  young 
Man  funk  down,    as   one  dead;  but  foon 
began  to  roar  and  beat  himfelj  againft  the 
Ground,  ihzi  fix  Men  could  fcarcely  hold 
him. — While  I  was  earneftly  inviti?7g,  &c. 
fome  funk  down,  others  exceedingly  trem-- 
bled  and  quaked-,  fome   torn   with   a  kind 
of    convulfive   Motion^    in   e^oery   Tart    of 
their  Bodies,    and    that  fo  violently,    that 
froe  Perfons  could  not  hold  one  of  them. 
—  Twenty -fix   of   thofe,    who    had    been 
thus  affeBed,   &c." — While  1  was  fpeaking 
three   dropped  down   as   dead ;  ^vq  others 
funk, — in  violent  Agonies, — in  the  Fains  of 
Hell,  &c. —  While  I  was  preaching,  a  Wo- 4  Jc 
man  dropped  down,    flruck  as    was    fup-P*  5' 
pofed  with  Death,  the  Ufe  of  all  hsr  Limbs 
X  quite 
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quite  taken  from  her."  —  I  preached  af 
Weaver' s-HalL  It  was  a  glorious  Time. 
Several  dropped  to  the  Ground  as  if 
Jiruck  with  Lightning.  Some  cried  out.  in 
Bitternefs  of  Soul.  In  this  acceptable  T^inie^ 
&c." 

Thefe,  among  many  others,  are  their 
own  Boaflings  and  Exultations^  in  their 
own  Words. 

Nobis  non  licet  effe  tajn  difertis. 

And  forry  I  am,  their  Breath  isfojlrong ; 
that  they  can't  open  their  Mouths^  but  out 
fly  the  moft  noifome  and  contagious  Va- 
pours. It  puts  one  in  Mind  of  a  VolcanOy 
belching  out  Fire,  and  making  a  dreadful 
Havock  ;  or  rather  of  fome  Spiracles,  or 
breathing  Holes^  in  many  Parts  of  the 
Earth,  which  fcatter  a  pejiilential  InfeBion 
upon  all  that  come  near.  Such  is  *^  the 
famous  Grotta  del  Cani  \n  Italy,  called  the 
poifomus  Mouth ;  the  Steams  whereof  are 
of  a  Mephiticaly  or  noxious  Quality.  When 
a  Dcg,  or  other  Creature,  is  put  into  it,  it 
piefently  lofes  all  Motion,  falls  down  as 
dead,  or  in  a  Swoon,  the  Limbs  convulfed 
and  trembling,  till  fcarce  any  Signs  of  Life 
appear.  —  If  the  Animal  be  foon  jhaiched 
cut,  and  expofed  to  open  Air,  it  fjon  rf- 
covereth'^  See  Chambers  in  Grotta  del 
Cani,  or  Mead  on  Boifons. 

To 
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To  know  the  Power  of  Witches  in  fuch 
Cafes,  we  may  look  into  the  Hifiory  of 
JVitchcraft ;  "  A  Man  from  a  Look  only  Vol.  I. 
oi  Sufan?ia  Edwards^  fell  a  fhaking,  quiver-  P'  '^^^' 
ing,  and  foaming,  and  for  half  an  Hour 
like  a  dying,  or  dead  Man  ;  and  at  laft 
comhjg  to  bis  Senfes  agnin J  he  declared,  that 
Sufamja  Ed^^vards  had  bewitched  him." 
Again,  "  Richard  Dugdale  declared,  that  Vol.  IF. 
his  Fits  were  through  Obfcjjion^  and  in  a^'  ^^^' 
Combination  which  fhould  never  be  dif- 
covered  \  —  fometimes  he  would  exadly 
tell  what  Things  were  done  at  a  Dijiance, 
and  even  repeat  the  whole  Difcourfe  of 
Perfons  abfent :  —  Sometimes  he  would 
iing  Pfalms  exaSlly  tuneable :  —  Sometimes 
howl,  and  be  in  Convulfions :  —  Sometimes 
he  would  lie  on  the  Floor  like  a  dead 
Man  J  when  both  the  DoBor  and  Apothe- 
cary felt  his  Pulfes^  which  did  not  beat-, 
then  they  laid  their  Faces  to  his  Mouth,  to 
try  if  he  breathed^  but  could  not  perceive 
it. — The  faid  R.  Dugdale  alfo  declared,  that 
his  Jirange  Fits  began  at  Wejily-Hall,  wh^re 
an  Appearance  of  a  black  Man  grinned  at 
him,  and  prefled  very  hard  upon  him,  — 
that  he  had  an  Apparition  all  along  the. 
Way,  as  he  went  to  JVeJlly-Hall,  and  the 
Week  after,  ^c." 

Were   our   Methodijis   once   to   recover 

their  Senfes,  they  likewife  would  probably 

X  2  give 


(  156  ) 

give  an  Account,  by  whom  they  were  he- 
witched^  and  where. 

The  Pope'i  Emijjaries,  who  have  writ- 
ten fo  many  Volumes  of  Satan's  Power 
of  infli(5ting  fuch  unaccountable  Maladies, 
allow  alfo,  that  the  Saints  have  the  like 
Power  of  caufmg  Difeafes ;  and  even  of 
pitting  in  the  Devil,  efpecially  when  in 
due  Time  they  intend  to  bring  him  out 
again.  I'hyrauSy  de  locis  infejlis,  proveth 
this  5  and,  among  other  Inftances,  men- 
tioneth  "  St.  Eligius,  who  gave  the  De- 
vil Power  over  fifty  of  his  own  Flock : 
[The  fame  Number  that  were  fo  turmoiled 
in  Mr.  V/eflef^  ISiighf -Scene']  The  Saint 
intended  their  Good;  and  therefore,  being 
requefted,  he  would  not  immediately  relax 
their  Piinifhment,  but  faid,  "  Let  them 
iearn  firft  whom  they  have  chofen  for 
their  Majler,  before  they  are  abfolved  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  Devil'"  Mr.  Wefley 
feems  not  willing  to  forego  this  Privilege 
cf  fpreading  fuch  Miferies  among  his  own. 
Nor  do  lenvy  him  the  Glory. 

— 'Non  equid&m  invideo,  mircr  pmgis  undique-  Wis, 
Ufque  adeo  turhatur  agris. — 

In  the  mean  time,  at  leaft  till  his  Ex-^ 
orcifms  and  Cures  plainly  appear,  (to  which 
I  {hall  pay  due  RefpeB  in  their  Order)  I 
cannot  but  deem  it  the  utmoji  Cruelty  to 

throw 
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throw   fo   many  miferable   Creatures   into 
the  mod  dreadful  FifSy  and  Ag07iies  horrid 
beyond  Dejcription  j  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  himfelf  in  fuch  a  Flow  of  Exultation, 

— Rifus  abeft  ;   niji  quern  viji  mover e  dolor es. 
Then  he  is  all  Joy  -, 

And  pleafed  the  Work  of  Satan  to  perform. 
Rides  in  the  Whirlwind,  and  direfts  the  Storm. 

I  have  fallen,  I  know  not  how,  into 
thefe  Scraps  of  Poetry.  But,  that  he  may 
difentangle  himfelf  from  a  Sort  of  Incon- 
Jijlency,  may  one  ferioully  ask  him  the 
Queftion,  why  in  fome  of  his  moft  te?'ribh 
Operations^  producing  the  moft  /J:ocking 
EffeBsj  it  muft  be  "  ^  glorious  Timcj  an 
acceptable  Tijne  \  and  in  other  Inftances, 
equally  terrible  and  (hocking,  the  Cafe  is 
altered  i^  For  give  me  Leave  to  appeal  to 
that  NoSfurnal  Roarings  which  he  repre- 
fents  as  the  Similitude  of  a  general  Maf- 
facre,  *'  Forty  ox  fifty  of  thofe  who  were 
feeking  ^ahation^  defired  Leave  to  fpend 
the  Night  together  at  the  Society  Room. 
Before  ten  I  left  them,  and  lay  down. 
[He  was  wife  enough  to  take  care  of  One. ^ 
But  I  could  have  7io  quiet  Reft^  being  un- 
eafy  in  my  Sleep  j  as  I  found  others  were 
too,  that  were  afieep  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Houfe.  Between  two  and  three  in  the 
Morning   I    was  waked,    and   defired    to 

come 
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come  down  Stairs.  I  immediately  heard 
fuch  a  confujed  Noife^  as  if  a  Number  of 
Men  wer^  all  putting  to  the  Sword.  It 
increafed  when  I  came  into  the  Room, 
and  began  to  pray, ""  —  Two  Things  here 
indeed  turn  out  to  Mr.  Wejley%  Advan- 
tage ;  a  Proof  of  the  Signijica?2cy  of  their 
prefaging  Dreams ;  and  a  fure  Proof  that 
the  Devil  was  in  them.  He  obferveth 
elfewhere,  that  another  of  his  PoJJeJJed 
3  Journ.  "  grew  worfe  by  Prayer^  and  her  Pangs 
P-95-  increafed  more  and  more.'*  And  his  Old 
Friends  fay,  it  is  "  a  manifejl  Difcovery^ 
when  the  Party  affllded  rageth  the  more  at 
Prayers^  Mafs,  Holy  Water ^  &c."  —  But 
flill  the  Queftion  remains  unrefolved,  why 
fach  an  Alteration  in  the  Cafe  ?  "  O,  Sir  ! 
I  take  Knowledge  of  you  !"  Ton  was  ab- 
fenty  in  your  Sleep,  and  was  not  the  /;;;- 
mediate  Caufe  ;  it  was  not  your  own  doing  ; 
—  any  farther  than  giving  them  Leave 
thus  to  feek  their  Salvation;  (and  this,  it 
feems,  they  muft  not  do  without  your 
Permijfion)  or  as  your  Injigtution  might  of 
Courfe  infpire  them  with  a  Fanatical 
Rage, 

§.  30.  This  gives  occalion  to  take  a 
little  Notice  of  fuch  No£lurnal  Pranks, 
Myjleries  at  dead  of  Night,  when  regular 
and  fiber  Perfom  would  chufe  to  be  in 
their  Beds.     But, 

Noises 
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NoSfes  at  que  Dies  pat  et  atri  Janua  Ditis. 

'Tis  well  known,  what  fevere  Laws  have 
been  made  a  gain  ft  Night- Ajjhnblies^  under 
Pretence  of  Religion,  by  civilized  Nations  ; 
as  Things  fcandalous  in  Pradtice,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  State,  And  as  well  known, 
how  early  a  Stop  was  put  to  the  Chriftian 
Love-Feajis,  and  Midnight  Meetings-,  by 
Reafon  of  the  Ambition,  parrels,  and 
Broils,  with  other  Evils,  which  attended 
them.  Mr.  JVeJley  had  better  have  pre- 
fcribed  a  Sleeping  Draught,  or  good  Fca^ 
ther  Bed,  than  have  encouraged  fuch  />- 
regular  Cabals  \  when  Darknefs,  Watch^ 
ings,  and  Enthujiafms  concurring,  would 
naturally  draw  on  thofe  ominous  Dreams, 
and  mad  Cotifequences.  When  (as  Semiertiis  De  Vigil, 
obferves)  "  the  Humours,  and  efpecially^P-  *• 
the  Blood  and  Bile,  are  moft  intempcrate- 
ly  inflamed,  and  caufe  Vertigos,  Deliriouf- 
nefs,  and  7iumerous  DiJ orders.'' 

But  the    Methodijls,    being  better   than 
the  Primitive  Chrijlians,    have   a  peculiar 
Blcffing    at   the    moft   unfeafonable    Hours. 
"  Our  Lord,  fays  Mr.  Wejley,   was  glori-  ^  J"""""- 
oujly  prejent  with  us  at  the  Watch-Night  ',^'  ^'" 
my  Voice  was  loft  at  the  Cries  of  the  Peo- 
ple.— The  Service  ends  a  little  after  Mid-  P.  35- 
night.      We  have  often   found   a  peculiar 
Bleffing  at  thcfe  Scafons,"'     I  hope  he   will 

not 
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not  bring  for  Froof  the  above-related  In- 
ftance  of  his  Difciples  meeting  between 
two  and  three  in  the  Morning  ;  which  cauf- 
ed  in  him  fach  frightful  Dreams-^  when 
there  was  fuch  a  confufed  Noife^  as  if  a 
Number  of  Men  were  putting  to  the  Sword, 
Thefe  horrid  Circumftances  be  hath  deter- 
mined to  come  from  the  Devil.  Whether 
the  Candles  were  put  out  doth  not  appear: 
he  only  fays,  "  he  heard  a  great  Noife, 
and  that  upon  his  comiftg  into  the  Room, 
and  beginning  to  pray ^  the  Noife  increafed.'' 
Nor  do  any  other  Evidences  of  Heats  and 
Commotio?is,  and  peculiar  Bleffings  appear, 
but  Screamings  and  Outcries.  What  Sort 
of  wild  Work  they  were  doing  to  create 
fuch  a  Hellifi  Uproar y  God  knows.  But, 
from  his  own  Account,  we  have  the  Idea 
Vol.  II.  of  "  a  Cabal  of  Witches  meeting  in  the 
p.  M4-  Night-time,  adoring  their  Lord,  who  puts 
hi^Mark  upon  them  with  intolerable  Painf 
as  reprefented  in  the  Hi/lory  of  Witchcraft. 
And  his  Night-work  refembles  much  more 
the  No5lurnal  Revels,  and  in-famous  dark 
MyJIerics  of  the  Pagan  World,  than  any 
orderly  Afjembly  of  Chrifiians.  It  carries 
a  ftronger  Reprefentation  of  the  Myjleries 
Cyril,  of  Cotytto,  the  Goddefs  of  Turpitude ;  of 
Tulian  ^^^  Sacred  Rites  of  Old  Mother  Cybele, 
Lib.  6.  celebrated  by  the  raving  Corybantes,  which 
were  immodeft  Myjleries  of  NoSiurnal  Af- 
femblies,  m  the  Caves  of  Mount  Ida,  —  or 

thofe 
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thofe  Enthufiajiic  Rites,  called  Orgia,  ce- 
lebrated in  the  Night,  and  notorious  for 
Noife  and  Impurities  j  wherein  the  ?nud 
Bacchtmaiian  Women  jumped  about,  howl- 
trig  and  Jhrieking,  till  their  Heads  were 
giddy,  and  they  tumbled  down  diJiraSledy 
But  Lea'-oe  is  granted;  Impulfe  is  ftinging  ; 
and  away  they  muft  march, 

— ^alis  commotis  excita  facris^ 

Thyas,  ubi  audito  ftimulant  Trieterica  Baccho 

Orgia,  nodurnufq;  "cocat  clamore  Citharon. 

Comitatur  euntem 

Et  Pavor,  et  T^error,  trepidcque  infania  vultu. 

Whoever  would  fee  more    concerning 
fuch     NoSlurnal    Myfteries    may     confult 
Livy 'y    where    he  will   fee    "   into  what  Lib.  ;g. 
Convul/ions  and  Dangers  the  Ccnunonwealih^^V-  ^• 
was  thrown,  and  what  execrable  Pices  were 
committed  in   the  NoHurnal  Ajjemblies  of 
the    Bacchanalians,     in    tlieir    promifcuous 
Meetings  of  Men  and  Women,  Whores  and 
Boys.     Into  this  Religious  Order  were  they 
initiated  by   an  ignoble    Priejl    and   Pro- 
phet, and  entered  into  Vows  of  CoJijlancy 
and  Secrecy;    efpecially  as   this  Islajier  of 
occult  Myfteries    had   promifed   to   recover 
tljcm  from  all  Diflempers.''     Dionyfus  Ha-Uh.  c. 
licarnafj'enfis  therefore   muft   fpcak  of  ear-^^P*  '^* 
lier  Times,   and  ihtfir/}  In/Iitution  oithtir 
Religious  Rites,    when    he   boafts   of  the 
Y  Romans, 
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Romam^  "  None  can  fee  among  them 
(though  their  Morals  are  now  corrupted) 
any  'Enthiifiajiic  Raptures,  any  Corybantic 
Furies,  any  private  Meetings  of  Strollers, 
any  Bacchanalian,  occult  Myfteries,  any 
Night -Jlpmblies  of  Men  and  Women,  or 
any  other  Mojijlers  of  this  kind.'' 

And  yet  after  all,  there  is  no  Impofli- 
bility  of  one  peculiar  Blefing  to  Perfons 
aiming  at  Angelical  PerfeBion  j  if  we 
fhould  fuppofe  them  like  thofe  Angels 
called  Egregor^,  or  Watchers,  in  the  pre- 
tended Book  oj  Enoch :  For  ( to  borrow 
Diftion.  the  Words  of  Calmet )  "  It  was  thefe 
'^^'^'"^'^  Watchers,  who  efpoufed  the  Daughters  of 
Men,  and  became  Fathers.'* 

§.31.  Other  Caufes  hefidcs  have  indeed 
been  Jiifpecltd  of  the  extraordinary  bodily 
EfFcdts,  and  mental  Diforders  among  our 
Mcthodijis :  And  I  have  been  put  in  Mind 
of  what  is  called  Natural  Magic  ;  con  lift- 
ing of  a  deep  Knowledge  and  Ufe  of  cer- 
tain Natural  1hi?2gs,  (  Roots,  Herbs  and 
Plants,  &c.)  which  have  wonderful  Ef- 
fefts,  and  have  often  pafled  with  the  Vul- 
gar for  Jupernatural  Caufes.  Plutarch 
mentions  "  a  Shrub,  called  Leucophyllus, 
found  at  the  Celebration  of  the  Myjieries  of 
Hecate,  which  drives  People  into  Madnefs, 
and  makes  them  confefs  all  the  Wicked- 
ncfs  they  have  done,  or  intended."     This 

fame 
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fame  Hecate^  they  fay,    was  the  Daughter 
of  Night  and  Hell^  delighted  in  fpreading 
torments  among  human  kind,  and  making 
People  mad,     Pliny  mentions  "  the  Herb  Nat.  m^ 
Halicacabonj  which  makes  "^to^X^  delirious^Y^'  '/* 
and  is  drunk  by  the  fkilful  in  Prophec\\  '  ^°^' 
becaufe  they    would    appear    as   mad^    to 
confirm  their  Superfiitiom y     This   "  Ha^ 
Ucacabi  is,    it   feems,  a  Species  of  Night- 
Shade  ^  which  infufed  in  Water  will  (with- 
out giving  any  T^afie  or  Smell)  caufe  feme 
Diver/ion^    by   making   People   ridiculcujly 
mad  for  a  Time.     Nor  is  the  Datum,  ano- 
ther Species  of  Night-Shade   much    diffe- 
rent J  of  which,  (according  to  Garcias  of 
Horto )    Thieves  and    Cheats    mingle    the 
Flower  or  Seed  among  the  Food  of  thofe, 
whom  they  want  to  defraud  ;    and   who- 
ever  hath    tafted   it   loofeth  his  Senfcs,  is 
forced  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter ;   and  freely 
permits  the    Thif  to  carry   off   what  he 
pleafeth.     St^TheophraJl.  Bod^i,  p.  1077. 
—  My  Friend  told  me  alfo  of  tiie  Philtray 
or  Love-PotionSy  v/hich  were   defigned   to 
make  People  i>i  Love,  but  had  often  been 
the  Caufe  of  Madnefs.    He  fufpeded  fome- 
thing  of  this  Nature  in  Mr.  Wtfefs  Love-^  Jou-"- 
Feajly    which    raifed    that  tumultuous   Cry^'^]°l\]' 
through  all  the  Congregation,  not  of  Grief, 
but  of  overflowing  Joy   and  Love.''    And 
that  "  Watch -Night  Meeting,  when   his 
Voice  was  loft  in  the  Cries  of  the  People  ; 
Y  2  bcddcs 
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befides  the  mad  MaJJacre-Sccne.'"      I   an- 
fvvcred,  this  could   not  be  the  Cafe,   be- 
caufe,  if  my  Information  was  true,   they 
eat  and  drank  nothing  but  bare  Bread  and 
Water  on  thofe    Occalions.      He  replied, 
that  Mr.  Wejley  had  profeffed,  *'  I  prepare :^ 
and  give  them  Phyjic,  myfelf,   having  for 
fix  or  feven  and  twenty  Years  made  Phyjic 
the  DherfiG7i  of  my  leifure  Hours."     And 
what  7?ii?2g led  Cups    might   not  a   ciaming 
Man,   fo   well   acquainted    with    Nature, 
prepare  ?  What  potent,   inchanting  Drugs 
might  not  he   infufe.  for   his   Diverjion  f 
Seeing    there  are   various '  Drugs,    which 
will  bring  on  DiJlraBion   for  any   Num- 
ber of  Days,  or  Hours-,  according  to  the 
^antity.     B.  Porta.  Mag.  Natur.  Lib.  S. 
That  befides,  the  Popi/Ij  PrieJIs  often  blefs- 
ed  a  certain  Portion  of  Bread  and  Water, 
(not   the    Sacramental )    for    feveral   good 
Purpofes,  and  doing  Wonders,      But  I  re- 
plied, thefe  were  Myjieries,  into  which  I 
never  intended   to  be  initiated,  and  fliould 
readily  comply  with  any  Requeft  like  that 
Pag.  50.   m  Petronius;   "  I  ftretch  out  my  Hands, 
Ed.  i^^g.^j^^^  intreat,  that  you  would  not  make  a 
Jeft  of  NoBur72al  Religions ;    nor   traduce 
the  Secrets,   which  all  the  initiated  the?n~ 
Jehes  did  not  know."     Or  rather,  I  ought 
to  become  a  Supplicant  myfelf,    and  beg 
Pardon,  that  I  may  efcape  the  Threat  of 
Canidia  again fl;  Horace, 

hiultus 
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hndtus  lit   ill  ri fen's   Cotyttia?  Epod.  17. 

'Et  EJqiiilini   Pontifex  Venefici^ 
Impune  ut  Urbem  nomine  impleris  mco  ? 
Oh  I  til  (potes  nam)  fohe  me  demcntid. 

§.  32.  Others  again,  and  not  a  few  a- 
rnong   Mr.    Wejlef^   own   Followers^    have 
conceived    thole  Jlrange   Jlgitations   to  be 
^coluntar\\  mere  DiJJimtdaiion,  and  coiinter- 
jcit  Tricks ;  fome  tumbling  doivn  and  bovji- 
'ing    to    pleafe    their     Majler^     or    to    be 
thought  apt  Scholars,  and  anlwer  Expe^a- 
iion  in   the .  Procefs  of   Meihodifm^    efpe- 
jcially  as  they  have  been  taught  by  both 
my  Correlpondents,  how  glorious  a  Thing 
It  is  to  be  Jlriick  dorjn^  and  [ct  a  roari?ig. 
Which  is  a  Sort  of  Compojition  of  EntJm- 
fiafm  and  Impojliire.      But  "as,  flir  as   thofe 
Effeds    proceeded  merely  from  Di/lemper\ 
or  a  fupernatural  Agency,    we  nnifl  grant 
It  could   not  be   FiBio?i.     Mv,   JVc/ley  iii- 
"deed   hath  confelTed,    that  ■*"*' the  Convul-o  Jo''"" 
fiom  and  Agitations  of  the  French  Prophc^^'^^''\^ 
tefs,  (a  fimilar  Cafe)  migfit  be  Hyferjcal,      .""'' 
'ox- Artificial;  that  the  Spirit  of  Pride 'and 
"Lies  was  prevalent  among  h's  oij^ii  FIocl-:, 
■— -  and  an  imaginary   Ffp'iration,  —  mere 
empty  Dreams  of  a'heatcd',Tw^^77/<^//i}/~'' 
Mr.  WJjitfeld  too  owns,'  "-.'Ihere  is  cdmi'.^  y,,urn 
terfeit  Coin  a^nong  them.""   But  yet 'dueP- /'• 

/,  and 
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Prevention  of  fuch  unjuji  Sufpiciom  In  the 

3  Journ.  prefent  Cafe.  For  "  a  Day  of  Humilia- 
^'  ^^*  tio72  is  appointed,  fays  Mr.  Wejley^  to  hum- 
ble ourfelves,  and  own,  that  G(?^  had  juft- ' 
ly  withdrawn  his  Spirit  from  us,  for  our 
manifold  JJnjaithfidnefs  ;  —  and  above  all, 
for  blafpheming  his  Work  among  us,  imput- 
ing it  either  to  Nature^  to  the  Force  of 
Imagination^  and  Animal  SpiritSy  or  even 
to  the  Delufion  of  the  Devil.  In  that 
Hour  fome  fell  projlr ate  to  the  Groundy—^ 
But  this  did  not  work  a  full   ConviSiion, 

Ibid.   For  foon    after  we   find  "  many  offended 
'p\^^^^2X\hG(Q  Tumblings  J  Roarings,  &c.  and  fay- 
ing, they  were  lure  they  might  help  it  if 

4  journ.   they  would \ —  it  was  all  a  Cheat ;  —  or  only 
p.  14,  1 8  j^aturey    Imagination,  Animal  Spirits-,—* 

P.  52.    they  were  fure  none  cried  out  but  Hypo- 
crites, viho  pretended  to  be  in  Fits."     But, 
however,    "  many  were  convinced-,''   and 
the  Refradory  had  perfonal  and  woful  Ex- 
perience,   feeling  it  to   their  Sorrow  :    As 
will    appear,    when    we    come    to    their 
Judicial  Miracles.     One  Inftance   I   fliall 
Wefley   HOW  fubjoin.     ''  J — n  H — n,  a  Weaver, — 
3  Jo^rn.   a  Man   of  a  regidar   Life  and  Converfa- 
^'  ^^'      tion,  that  conftantly  attended  Prayers,  &c. 
being  informed  that  People  fell  into  jlrange 
Fits  at  the  Societies,  he  came  to  fee  and 
judge  for  himfelf     But  he  was  lefs  fatisfied 
than    before,    and   laboured   above    Mea- 
fure  to  convince  his  Acquaintance,  *  it  was 

a  Delu' 
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a  Dclufwn  of  the  Devil.'  But  he  was 
convinced -y  for  the  next  Day,  *  he  fell  o^ 
his  Chair,  and  began  fcreaniing  terribly, 
and  beating  himielt'  againft  the  Ground, 
Between  One  and  Two  I  came  in,  and 
the  Room  being  full  of  People,  he  cried 
out,  *  Let  all  the  World  fee  \.\\t  jufi  Judg- 
ment of  God."  He  immediately  fixed  his 
Eyes  upon  Me^  and  cried,  *  Ay^  this  is 
he,  who,  I  faid,  was  a  Deceiver  of  the 
People.  But  God  has  overtaken  me.  I 
faid  it  was  all  a  Delufon.  But  this  is 
jjo  Delufiov'  He  then  roared  out,  ^c. 
We  all  betook  ourfelves  to  Prayer,  His 
Pangs  ceafed,  and  both  his  Soul  and  Body 
were  fet  at  Liberty  ^ 

St.  Ignatius^  whofe  Life  Mr.  Wefley  Bartof. 
fays  he  hath  read,  will  afford  a  Parallel,  p-  444- 
*'  At  Condom y  a  certain  Citizen^  in  other 
Refpeds  an  honeft  Man,  was  above  mea- 
fure  incenfed  againft  the  Society,  and  the 
Father  of  it  3  fo  far  from  paying  Ignatius 
the  Honours  due  to  his  SaintfJoip,  that  he 
charged  him  with  Dijifnulation  and  Hij- 
trionic  Piety :  and  would  read  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Saint,  only  to  wreft  them 
into  Hypocrify,  or  Pieces  oi  falfe  Hijhry^ 
and  thence  proceed  to  his  Railleries  and 
Scoffs.  The  Saint  looked  down  upon 
this  his  Enemy,  as  the  Phyfician  doth 
upon  a  Perfon  in  a  Frenzy,  and  begged 
Mercy  of  God  for   him :  And  coming  to 

him 
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liim  In  Venerable  Majejly,  call:  a  moft^ 
lovely  Look  upon  him.  The  Man's  Eye 
and  Mind  were  lb  ftruck  with  this,  that 
he  falls  Jr Of 71  his  Bed,  tumbles  to  the  Ground ^ 
begs  Pardon  for  the  Injuries  he  had  done, 
makes  a  Vow  of  perpetual  Objequioujnefs 
to  Ignatius  and  his  Society  ;  an  Obfequi- 
oufnefs  the  more  f acred,  as  he  had  been  fo 
injur  iozis," 

The  better  to  guard  againft  this  Sur- 
mife  of  DiJJinndation,  Mr.  Wejlcy  pro- 
4  Journ.  duceth  this  Cafe.  "  A  Woman,  who 
p.  22-3.  -^^^  httn  before  much  tempted  of  the 
Devil,  funk  down  as  one  dead.  One 
could  not  perceive,  by  any  Motion  of  her 
Breaft,  that  ihe  breathed,  and  her  Pidfe 
was  very  hardly  dijcer?iible.  A  ftrange 
Sort  of  Diffimulation  this !  I  wiih  thofe, 
who  think  fo,  would  only  Jlop  their  own 
Breath  and  Pulfe  one  Hour,  and  I  will  then 
fubfcribe  to  their  Opinion." — But,  I  doubt, 
this  Argument  will  very  hardly  be  allowed. 
For  though  he  challengeth  any  one  to  try, 
and  his  Friends,  the  Exorcijls,  fay,  "  'tis 
a  fure  Sign  of  a  PopJJion,  when  a  Perfon 
exerts  fuch  Motions  and  Gefticulations,  as 
cannot  be  imitated  by  one  that  is  well,  and 
in  his  Senfesj"  yet  Phyfidans  will  con- 
tend, tliat  in  fome  Natural  Dijlempers 
People  will  be  thrown  into  fuch  unac- 
cou?itably  Jlrange  and  convulfive  Motions,  and 
other   extraordinary   Symptoms,  which    no 

Man 
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Man  in  Health  can  come  up  to.  And 
why  muft  the  Trial  be  for  a  whole 
Hour;  when  he  doth  not  /ay,  that  this 
Woman's  Breath  and  PuUe  were  ftopped 
Jo  long  ?  Therefore,  although  this  7?2ay  not 
be  natural  Diflet?iper,  yet  it  may.  To  pro- 
duce a  fimilar  Injiance.  Sennertus  ( de 
viorbh  a  Vencficiis,  Cap.  3.)  citeth  a  long 
Account  from  Cor?ieL  Gemma,  which  will 
fuit  this,  and  other  Cafes,  in  Mr.  Wejlef^ 
Journals.  *'  Kx\\ngtn\o\is  Girl  of  Fifteeriy 
but  fomething  inclined  to  Melancholy^  — 
fell  into  Fits  of  Con'vulfwns  and  Swoojiings ; 
and  other  Symptoms  more  ^violent  than  Hyf- 
terics,  —  was  ready  to  be  choaked^ —  three 
or  four  Perfons,  the  moft  ftrong,  could 
fcarce  hold  her :  —  Sometimes  flie  felt  a 
Weight,  and  fometimes  a  Biting  j  —  after 
many  Sufferings  a  Tumour  arofe  in  her 
Throat,  and  continued  for  a  "garter  of  an 
Hoiir^  during  which  Time  (he  remained  /«- 
tirely  defiitute  of  all  Fulfe  and  Breath ;  fo 
that  even  a  Feather  applied  to  her  Mouth 
would  not  move,  and  her  Body  was  fliff 
as  a  Statue r  And  what  the  IlTue  ?  "  The 
Girl  was  cured,  not  by  the  Spiritual,  but 
Bodily  Phyfcian,  by  Natural  Remedies.'' 

But  as  nothing  will  convince  Phihfcphical 
Men,  they  urge  the  Probability  of  Dijji- 
mulation  and  Cheat  farther ;  and,  in  Sup- 
ply of  Parallels,  aflert,  that  among  the 
feveral  Popijh  Orders  there  are  always 
Z  Jo?ne 
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fojne  trained  up  to  a5i  a  Party  and  prepare 
Accomplices^  who  are  to  counterfeit  Diabo- 
lical Fits^  in  order  to  bring  on  ExorciJmSy 
and  carry    on    the   Trade  of  cheating  filly 
Feopk.     And  they  can  ealily  bring  Proof 
enough    to   iiU  whole  Rheams   of  Paper. 
Not  to   mention  the  famous  Jmpofture  of 
Martha^    (cited   before  from  Thuanus)   or 
the  execrable  Story  of  fetzer  ;    the   Boy 
cf  Bilfin^    or  the  ISlum    of  Loudon^    ( for 
which,  fee  Bayle  in  the  Article  Grandier) 
I         and  the  like  ;  —  they  may  refer  to  feveral 
fuch  DiJhnblerSy  Cheats ^  and  Counterfeits^ 
in  Wierus  de  Frcefligiis. 
Lib  3.         One    Story    is   of  "    a   Beggar,    named 

^'^'^t  y^il^^^^->  wl^O'  to  g^t  ^  comfortable  Main- 
tenance, would  lie  at  the  Church-Dcors, 
pretending  to  be  pofejjed.  Wierus  favv 
him  a5i  his  Fart  at  Niemegen  i  m.aking  his 
Belly  wonderfully  [well!,  and  then  fink 
again  ;  and  throwing  his  Limbs  and  Face 
into  unaccountable  Difiortions :  His  Wife 
and  Harlot  {landing  by  him  with  an  Iron 
Chain  to  bind  him  in  his  raging  Fits.  At 
length  the  Fraud  was  deteBcd,  the  Man 
really  feized,  and  put  in  Chains,  where 
he  coiiffed  the  Cheat,  and  fhewed  the 
Manner  how    he  played  his  Pranks." 

Another  Story  is  of  one  *'  Hans  Vatter, 
i.  e.  fohn  the  Father,  who  pretended  that 
on  *S/.  John's  Day  he  was  enchanted  by 
Nicholas   Gottely    by    drinking   a   poifoned 
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Draught ;  and  that  Nicholas  confelTed  this 
at  his  Trial,  where  he  was  condemned ^  and 
afterwards  burned.  Hereby,  he  faid,  the 
Z)r'"j/7  tormented  him  various  Ways,  bound 
his  Body,  Feet  and  Neck,  with  Iron 
Chains,  and  lliewed  him  for  a  SpeBacle  to 
all  He  added  alfo  luonderful  Phantoms, 
Apparitions  and  SpeBres.  Every  Thi?2g  he 
could  not  relate,  but  faid,  every  Thing 
was  written  hijiorically  in  a  regular  Jour- 
77al ;  that  the  World  might  fee  how  cru- 
elly the  Devil  had  tortured  and  tore  him. 
Nor  did  he  pafs  over  his  Cuftom  of 
Praying,  hearing  Sermons,  and  communi- 
cating, and  affirmed,  that  he  had  an  /w- 
pulfe  to  preach  Repentance.  Coming,  in 
his  Courfe  of  Vifiting,  to  Noringberg,  the 
Magijlrates  ordered  him  to  be  narrowly 
watched  and  guarded  i  when  he  would 
fometimes  prefs  to  be  gone,  pretend  De- 
/pair,  with  other  Artifices.  But  being  de- 
tained, he  at  length  confejjed  that  he  never 
was  bound  by  the  Devil,  but  7nade  his  own 
Chains.  In  ihort,  he  difcovered  his  whole 
Art,  that  his  Miracles  were  meie  hies, 
and  all  a  Trick  to  get  a  Livelihood.  For 
which  ample  Confeffion  his  Punidiment  was 
mitigated,  and  he  was  only  expofed  on  a 
Pillory  for  ^publick  SpeBacle  and  Dcrifion.'' 
A  third  Account  concerneth  a  Girl  cf 
about  twenty,  well  habited,  but  with  a 
fierce  Look,  who  was  going  to  St.  Hu- 
Z  2  berf, 
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herf^  to  be  freed  from  the  Toke  of  Satatt. 
She  was  furnirhed  with  Letters  Teftimo- 
ftiaiy  to  obtain  Provijions  on  the  Road ; 
and  was  attended  by  a  Mc?ik  about  thirty, 
becaufe  the  De^i^iTs  Ajjaidts  were  k(s  ter- 
rible in  his  Prefence  ;  and  for  this  Rcafon 
fhe  coiifcjjedy  that  he  was  her  Companion 
in  Bed.  She  was  thought  to  be  Epileptic. 
And  the  Monk  boajicd,  that  by  three  Words 
he  could  make  a  horrible  SpeBacle  of  herJ' 
[If  that  be  the  proper  Englifi  of  the  Words, 
6"^  tribus  ^verbis  pojj'e  horribile  in  ea  fpec- 
taculum  excitare.] 

After  a  fourth  Account  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture, but  greater  IVickednefs,  we  have  an 
Account  of  one  *'  Bartholomcea,  a  Serijant 
Maid,  who,  when  Mafs  was  faid  in  the 
Ger?nan  Tongue,  contrary  to  Cuftom,  and 
tJie  Hy77in,  '  Glory  be  to  God  on  high,'  be- 
gan, became  immediately  Ecjlatic,  as  if 
leized  by  the  Devil,  and  raifed  a  grievous 
Diilurbance.  But  when  the  fame  was 
fung  in  Latin,  {he  was  not  afeBed.  Her 
Mifrefs,  a  prudent  Matron,  promifed  the 
Maid  to  cure  her,  if  flie  would  come  into 
her  Chamber.  The  Maid  came  j  the  Mif- 
trefs  repeated  the  Hymn  in  the  German 
Tongue.  Inftantly  the  Fits  return  j  and  the 
Maid,  objcrving  a  proper  Place  to  fall  in, 
was  thrown  violently  6\\  the  Ground.  The 
Millrcfs  prefently  takes  up  her  Coats,  and 
(afiifted   by  lier  Daughter,  who  held  the 
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Maid  down)  makes  an  Imprejfion  upon  her 
Polieriors  ivitb  fe^ceral  (mart   Strokes  of  a 
Rod'y  which  threw  the  Maid  into  unfeigned^ 
horrible   Confer  [ions.      For,    as  Hippocrates 
lays,  *  Extreme  Diftempers  require  extreme 
Remedies.'     After  this  flie  could  hear  the 
Hymn  wit  bout  any  Commotion^  except   what 
arofe  in  her  Mind  by  being  twitted^  when- 
ever   (lie   went   abroad,    by  fbme  unlucky 
Rogues,  who  would  gather  about  her,  and 
fing    the   faid    Hymn  in    her  Ears.      The 
Maidy  fays    Wieriis^    confefj'ed  to  me\    that 
flie  was  perfeBly  cured  by  her  Mijlrefs  in 
this   Manner."       So   much   from  Wieriis. 
^ly  ■Philofophical  Friends  highly  commend- 
ed  this  Method  of  drawing  a  little  Blocd 
in  the  lower    Parts,    by  Way  of  Reindfion 
jrom  the  Head  \  adding,  that  it  might  be 
no  bad   Remedy,   if  fomc  more  Cheats  of 
this    Sort    (  for    Inftance,    the    Methodift- 
Teacher^    who  fixed  the  Day  for  the  Day 
of  Judgment)    in  order  to  carry   the  i?r~ 
'vuljion  flill  flirther  from  the  Head,    were 
laid  by  the  Heels.     But  I  told  them,  Pcr- 
Jecution  ivas  a  wicked  Thing.     And  yet   I 
might  obferve,  what  the  Exorcifts  affirm, 
*'  that  the  Devil  may  fometimes  be  drove  Thyra:. 
out  by   Scourging,  a  Cudgel,  or  Box  on  the  Da-'mon. 
Ear,  efpecially  when  he  will  not  yield  to  ' 
/acred  Remedies." 

But   if  1    may    fpeak  my    Mind  freely 
concerning  the  horrid  Tcllin^s^  Convulfions, 
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&;c.  among  the  Methodijisy  my  real  and 
fmcere  Opinion  is  this :  "  That,  though 
there  is  Reafon  to  fufpe^t  Dijjimula-' 
tion  and  Counterfeit  in  feveral  Inftan- 
ces  ;  yet,  that  the  greatefl  Part  of 
their  Sufferings  is  i7ivoIuntary  ;  they  cannot 
help  it."  Some  Light  will  be  given  to 
this  Matter  in  the  jiext  SeBion.  And  I 
readily  Jubfcribe  to  what  Mr.  Wejley  hath 
Anfwer  to  owned  j  "  I  look  upon  fome  of  thefe  Cafes 
"J*^  '  as  wholly  natural-,  on  the  reft,  as  mixt ; 
both  the  Diforder,  and  tlie  Removal,  ht- 
mg partly  naiuraf,  ^SiA  partly  not .''  What 
h^  precifely  meaneth  by  thefe  Mixtures,  or 
in  what  RefpeBs  the  Diforders  were  7iot 
naturaly  I  leave  him  to  declare.  But  if 
the  poor  Creatures  muff  be  put  to  the 
Torture,  and  have  Pains  and  Agonies  in- 
ilicfted  on  them,  above  all  Defcription,  too 
horrid  to  be  bor?te ;  I  muff  confefs,  I  fee 
little  Difference,  whether  they  are  Be- 
devirdy  Bewitchedy  Bcjcfuited,  or  Be- 
wejleyed. 

§.  33.  It  were  now  Time  to  bring  on 
the  Cure,  the  Removal  of  thefe  dreadful 
Calamities.  But  there  is  no  pafling  over 
a  Ctrcumftance,  the  mofi  furprljing  (I  think) 
and  unaccountable  in  the  whole  Difpenfatioji 
cf  Methodifra.  I  mean  the  violent  Scream- 
ings,  Contoriions  and  Agonies,  and  Tum- 
blings, of  fuch  a  Number  of  Perfons,  all 
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at  one   Time,    by  Sympathy-,    or    quickly 
after  one  another,  by  Contagion. 

Mr.  IVeJley  giveth  this  Account  of  the  4  joum. 
State  of  his  Society  :  "  If  one  Member  fuf-^'  ll- 
fered,    all  the    Members  fiiffered  with    it. 
So  ftrange  a  Syjjipathy  did  I  never  obferve 
before.     Whatever  confiderable  Temptation 
fell   on  any  one,    unaccountably  fpreaded 
jtfelf  to  the  reft ;    fo  that  exceeding  few 
were  able   to  cfcape   it."     What   So?'t  of 
Temptations    he    intend?,    I    know    not. 
But    the   Words   fuit   well   with  his    Ac- 
counts of  their  common  Roariiigs  and  TelL 
ingSy  falling    to    the  Ground  Heaps   upon 
Heaps,  in   wonderful  Agreement  -,  and  the 
Jnjeclion  catching    others    with    furprifing 
Quicknefs    and    Rapidity.      "  One,    and  WcHey. 
another,  and   another  funk   to  the  Earth.  -'  J""''"- 
They  dropped  on   every  Side  as  thunder-     ^''^' 
flriick. — Three  Perfons  almoft  at  once  funk  P.  44,  46, 
down  as    dead.  —  Many  fall  to  the  Earth  5°- 

exceedingly    trembling. Several     drop 

down,  roar,  beat  themfelves  againft  the 
Ground,  ^c  infomuch  that  all  the  Houfe 
(and  all  the  Street  for  fome  Space)  was 
in  an  Uproar.  —  Some  funk  down,  fome  p.  5S,  59. 
trembled,  fome  torn  with  Convulfions  ^ 
another  dropt  down  in  a  violent  Agony': 
—  Twenty-fix  of  thofe,  who  had  been 
thus  affeded. — One  before  me  dropt  down 
as  dead,  and  prefently  a  Second,  and  a 
Third.     Five  others  funk  down. —  Seven 

or 
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3  Journ.  or  eight  Perfons  at  once. — No  fooner  had 
P- 61-65.  j^^^  Ji^ljitejicld  begun,  than  four  Perfons 
funk  down  ciofe  to  him.  —  Seven  or  eight 
conftrained  to  roar.  —  A  young  Woman 
funk  down  in  a  violent  Agony,  —  five  or 
lix  others. — eight  or  nine  more ;  —  a  Girl, 
and  her  Mother,  who  loft  her  Senfes  in 
a  Moment.  — -  Four  Perfons  almoft  in  the 
fame  Moment,  —  Roarings  of  a  Number 
at  once,  as  if  all  were  putting  to  the 
Sword." — 

Thefe,  and  many  more  fuch  fudden 
BIqfts,  and  wide-fpreading  Contagions^  we 
have  in  one  of  Mr.  IVeJIeys  Journals ;  who 
muft  have  the  Heart  of  a  Stone^  not  to  feel 
the  Mifery  i  and  the  Heart  of  a  Tyrant^  or 
Inqiii/itor,  to  rejoice  and  triumph  <at  it. 
And  what  fliali  we  fay  to  thefe  Things  ? 
Or  how  account  for  them  ? 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  we  are  not 
fufnciently  acquainted  with  the  Confiitu- 
tion  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Cre- 
ator ;  particularly  not  with  the  human 
Frame  -,  how  Soul  and  Body  a6t  upon  each 
other  J  hov/  other  Beings  and  Parts  of  the 
Creation  may  act  upon  either ;  —  and  ef- 
pecially  in  a  diftempered  State ;  a  Diforder 
of  Mind,  or  Body.  More  Knowledge  is 
necclfary  towards  accounting  for  every 
Kind  and  Degree  of  hijetUon,  In  general 
we  hear  much,  and  no  doubt  truly,  of 
Contagions  communicated  by  the  Air  \  by 
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the  "Eye^  the  Voice^  the  Touch,  the  Breathy 
Effluvia  and   Vapours  confining    of  fuhtle 
Particles,  and   ot  a  very  penetrating  Na- 
ture.     In  Dijlempers  (  belides  thofe  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  contagious)  Epilep^ 
/leSy  Conijulfiom,    the  Chin-cough,    Sec.    are 
by  many  brought  under   this  C/afs  ;  and, 
perhaps    many    more    Diforders,    both    of 
Mind  and  Body,  are  of  the  catching  Kind, 
than  is  commonly  admitted.     It  hath  been 
cbferved  of  Superjlition,  and  Enthufuifm  in 
particular,  that  they  are  very  catching  and 
infcSliom,  rumiing  like  iDild  Fire  from  Breaft 
to  Breaji.     That  the  Affcdliom  and  Pajjiom 
of  the  Mind  cannot  only  change  a  Perfon's 
twn    Body,    but   make    Impreffions    upon 
another,  fo  as  to  give,  or  take  away,  divers, 
Difeafes,  mental  and  corporal-,  and  that  a 
corrupted  and  polluted  Imagination  is  ca- 
pable of  corrupting  and  polluting  the  am- 
bient Air-,  fo   that   thofe  who  fuck  it  in 
fliall   be    thrown  into    the   fame   Malady. 
Thus  'tis  affirmed  in  Plutarch,    "  I  pro-  Sympof. 
nouncc  it  confidently,  that  all  the  P^/(3«iLib.  5. 
of  the  Soul,    being  well  rooted,  will  in-^"^'  ''' 
duce  evil  Habits,   and  being  moved  on  any 
Occafion   will   carry  Perfons,  even  againft 
their  "Wills,  into  thefe  natural  and  familiar 
AffeSl  ions'' 

Nor  will  it  be  thought  Grange,  that  the 
Contagion  (hould  have  a  quicker  and  fir  on- 
ger   Effe^,  when    it  catcheth   Perfons   of 
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weak   Heads    and   Underjlandifigs  ;    or    of 
weak^  Jickly^    tender    and    delicate  Nerves 
and  Spirits^    which   are  fo   eafuy  affeEied. 
Nor  is  it  flrange,  if  this  fliould  be  much 
wore  the  Cafe  j  when  the  Company  are  of 
the  fame  Caft  and  Complexion  of  Body,  and 
T^urn  of  Mind ;  the  fame  Temper  and  Dif- 
temper.      The    leaft    Spark    falHng    upon 
Perfons  ah^eady  heated  will  foon  rife  into, 
a  Flame.     To  make  ufe  of  Dr.  Hartley's 
Sentiments  J  *'  E;^//:'/*;/^'^?//;^  may  be  defined, 
a  miflaken    Perfuafion    of   being   peculiar 
Favourites  with  God.  —  This  works  gene- 
rally in    Perfons'  of   ftrong   Fancies,    and 
little  Judgment,  efpecially   where  there  is 
a  natural  Difpofition,  and  that  fermented 
by  Difeafe.  —  The  convulfive  Motions  are 
apt  to  return  of  themfelves  ; — and  feeing  a 
Ferfon    in  Convulfions    is   apt   to    occafion 
them    in   Perfons  of  7iervous  and  irritable 
Frames. —  And  there  is  Reafon  to  believe, 
that  fome   Enthufiafs  and  Impojlors   have 
been  able  to  throw   themfelves  into  Con- 
vuljions  by  a  voluntary  Power -y    and   par- 
ticularly, as  it  feems,  by  introducing  y?r^;7^ 
Ideas,  and  internal  Feelings'' 

This  contagious  Commujiication  may  be 
•  jlluftrated  by  the  Cafe  of  Perfons  bit  by 
the  Tarantula  "  a  venomous,  Italian  Spi- 
der, whofe  Sting  caufes  the  fame  Appear- 
ances with  the  Hyferical  AffeBions:  The 
Diforder   is    fometimes    counterfeited    by 
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ns  ant  on  Women  ^  but  is  often  ^  7'edl  Maladv  ^ 
the  Perfon  bit  being  feized  with  a  Diffi- 
culty of  Breathing,  univerfal  Fainting  and 
Trembling ;  —  and  growing  by  Degrees 
melancholy,  ftupid,  and  ftrangely  timO' 
rous.  The  only  Cure  is  MufiC,  which  fets 
all  the  Patients  a  Da?icing.  At  the  firft 
Sound  they  begin  to  move  their  Hands 
and  Feet,  and  foon  dance  with  wonderful 
Vigour.  In  the  mean  time  they  lofc  in  a 
manner  the  Ufe  of  all  their  ScnfcSj  do 
many  ridiculous  and  fooliili  Tricks,  talk 
and  a6t  obfcenely  and  rudely ;  —  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  can't  bear  the  Sight  of 
any.  Thing  black  y  in  general  are  Phrene- 
tic and  delirious.  But  by  a  Continuance 
of  the  Mufic  they  are  fiveated  and  agitated 
into  Health.  —  We  may  allow  fome\yhat 
to  the  determinate  Force,  and  particular 
Modulation  of  the  trembling  PercufTions 
of  the  Air^  made  by  the  mufical  Chords 
upon  the  Elaftic  Fibres  of  the  Brain.  — 
This  we  fee  in  the  common  Experiment 
of  two  mufical  Inflruments^  tuned  both  to 
the. fame  Pitch:  The  Strings  of  the  one 
being  ftruck^  the  correfponde-it  Strings  of 
the  others  will  found."  This  from  Dr. 
'Mead's  Account  of  the  Tarantula.  .  See 
alfo  Chamber Sy  in  Tarantula  jndiTar/m- 
tifiniis.  . .  '.^  r:. 

.    Accordingly,  as  one  and  the  (.ivac  .Mag- 
got  bites   the  Mctlrjdijh^    who    are.  ixiich 
A  a  a  cf 
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of  the  fame  Complexion  of  Body,  and 
Turn  of  Mind  j  the  fame  EfFedis  are  equal- 
ly produced  in  all.  They  are  a  Sort  of 
TJniJons,  fere  wed  up  to  the  fame  Key  3  one 
being  finicky  the  reft  anfwer  to  the  giveii 
Note ;  and  by  that  Propagation,  (or  fome 
fecret  Sympathy )  are  Jiruck  in  the  fame 
Manner  -,  and  all  are  feized,  as  foon  as  they 
are  worked  up  tQ  the  fame  Degree  of  En^ 
thufiafm. 

Of  the  fame  contagious  Nature  is  what 
is  called  St.  Vitus'^  Dance-,  imputed  by 
fome  to  Hyjierics^  Convulfwm,  &c.  This 
Diftemper  raged  much  in  Germany  ;  feiz- 
ing  moft  Sort  of  People,  efpecially  the 
Vulgar,  who  in  great  Numbers  became 
horridly  furious,  running  about  roaring, 
foaming,  till  their  Breath  failed.  This 
happened  particularly  when  they  vifited 
St,  Vitus' s  Chapel-,  and  might  be  thought 
a  juft  Punifliment  for  their  loving  ^  falfe~ 
and  wicked  Religion,  had  not  their  Cure 
followed  by  Prayer  to  St.  Vitus. 

In  the  Dialogue  of  Plato,    called  Ion, 

Socrates    dgregioufly    derideth    that    ijain 

Edit.    Creature-,    "  who  pretended  an  Ability, 

To^m^"!.  ^bove   all    Mankind,     to   explain   Mojuery 

p.  530.  and  infpire  others  with  his  Knowledge ; 

for  which  he   deferved    a   Golden  Crown, 

Socrates  obferves,  that  the  Enthufiaflic  Fury 

of  a  Poet    was  not  an   Art,    but   Divine 

Imitation  5   which,    like    the  Load- Stone y 
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not  only  draweth  Iron^  but  communica* 
tcth  the  fame  Quality  through  a  whole 
Chain.  And  tiius  a  Divine  Seizure  iliall 
run  through  a  whole  Series  of  EnthuftaJIs, 
as  it  were  by  Sympathy ;  one  catcliing 
it  from  another.  All  fpeak  moll:  divinely^ 
when  they  are  out  of  their  SenfeSy  and, 
like  the  Corybafites  and  Bacchinals^  are  in- 
fligated  by  Madnefs,  by  an  Obfijjion  of  their 
peculiar  Deity.  His  Words  and  Geflures, 
his  Tone  and  Modulation  alone  llirike 
them,  one  after  another  ^  to  all  other  Rites 
they  are  immoveable." 

In  Lucian^  de  Syria  Dea,  we  have  an 
Account  of  her  My/leries ;  wherein  "  thofe, 
who  carry  the.  Image  of  their  Deity,  are 
whirled  about  as  with  a  Vertigo,  the  Deity 
leaping  from  one  into  another.  In  thefe 
Myjieries  attend  a  great  Number  o(  Holy 
Men,  and  furious  Fanatical  Wc7nen,  for 
the  Sake  oi  Prayer.  The  Brief  s  begin 
the  Ceremony,  and  while  they  are  celebrat- 
ing the  Orgia,  making  horrid  Noifes,  cut- 
ting themfelves,  ^c.  the  Fury  prefentiy 
feizeth  the  reft,  and  many,  who  came  only 
as  Spectators,  are  a'3.c:d  in  the  fame  Man-» 
ner." 

Befides  thefe  Myf  cries,  (which  may  be 
reckoned  as  Types  and  Shadows  of  Methc^ 
difm)  fome  common  Incidents  in  Life  may 
farther  illuftratc  the  Cafe  of  a  contagitiui 
Propagation.     Upon  feeing  a  Pcrfon  '^awjii 

others. 
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others,  not  dilpofed  to  it  before,  are  fet  a 
Taivning.  The  hearing  a  grating  Sounds 
or  feeing  another  eat  crabbed  Fruit,  is  apt 
to  fet  our  own  'Teeth  on  Edge. — How  often 
are  FeoplQ  frighted,  (even  by  Perfons  in  a 
yoke)  into  DiJiortio?is ^  Convulfio?is,  and 
other  grievous  Diforders  ?  Or,  perhaps, 
thrown  into  Madnefs  by  fome  affecting 
Objed  of  the  fame  Nature  ?  —  In  Diftem- 
pers.  Small  Pox,  Plague,  &c.  how  often, 
and  eafily,  will  Fear  alone  draw  the  In- 
fection ;  or  feeing  another,  tho'  at  a  Dif- 
tance,  with  the  freJJj  Marks  upon  him  ? 
Deep  Cogitation  upon  the  Diftemper 
bringing  the  Diftemper,  and  Imagination 
hatching  the  very  Malady,  on  which  it 
fat  Brooding.  —  How  flrong  is  Imagii^ation 
in  Women  with  Child  ?  And  how  com- 
mon, Vv^hen  difappointed  of  what  they 
have  longed  for,  or  upon  feeing  fome 
vionjlrous  OhjeB,  to  catch  the  Imprejjion, 
and  communicate  to  their  Children  the 
fame  Marks,  which  were  the  Ohjed;  of 
their  Defire,  or  A-Jcrfion  ?  Even  flrong 
and  healthy  Perfons,  by  fome  miferable 
SpeSfacle,  will  fometimes  grow  ill,  and 
their  Conftitution  fuddenly  be  altered  by 
an  Emotion  and  Alteration  of  the  Spirits, 
Humours  and  Blood.  Much  more  then 
■will  a  difeajed  Body  or  Mind,  be  thrown 
into  a  bad  Condition,  even  by  a  fmall  In- 
cident ;    and   diffnal  and   tragical  Ohje^s 
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niiill  have  a  powerful  EfFedl,  and  flick 
ciofe  to  '-.vcak  Spirits  and  melancholy  TetJi- 
pcrs.  Why  therefore  fliould  not  Vapours 
and  Effluvia  from  a  Methodijl^  (fuppofcd 
to  be  infpired,  or  dijicmpcred^  or  poff'ejjcd) 
work  themfelves  into  the  Breads  of  the  By- 
jiajiders,  and  communicate  fimilar  RffeBs  ? 
Why  fhould  not  Hope,  or  Feary  or  Ex- 
pecfation^  of  what  they  are  taught  to  ex- 
pert, added  to  Sight  and  Feelings  natu- 
rally caufe  the  fame  Marks  and  Deformi- 
tieSy  upon  which  their  Mind  hath  been 
fo  intent  ?  In  general,  why  fhould  not 
the  Contagion  fweep  away  all  before  it  ? 

Oir  non  Jlimtdetiir,  eat  que  Mctam.  4. 

Fcr  cognatajuis  exemplafuroribiis  I?io  ?    '^^°* 

§.  34.  As  to  particular  Inftances  of  this 
contagious  Nature^  I  fliall  feledl  a  few  from 
Hijlory.     Liician  relates  "  a  Difeafe  feiz-  vol.  ir. 
ing  almofl  all  the  Citizens  of  Abdcra -,  a  Pag-  i. 
Sort  of  Fever,    which  had  a  very  ridicu-^"^'  •^™^' 
lous  Effed.      They  were  all  inftigated  to 
a   loud  Roaring,    finging   Scraps    of  Tra- 
gedy, and  efpecially  out  of  the  Andromeda 
of  EuripideSy 

Cupid,  Prince  of  Gods  and  Men,  Szc. 

The  Enthufiafm  continued  during  the  Heat 
of  the  Summer i  but  left  them  at  Winter:' 
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Mall.         Laurent.  Ananias   fays,  *^^  Thofe  Lifer-- 
T^m.^2.   ^^^  Harpies,  the   Devils,  fo  defile  and  in- 
Part  2.     fed:  the  Places  they  haunt,  that  all,  who 
P-  ^3-     come   near   them,  lliall  run  fanatical  and 
7nad.     As   it   lately  happened   in  the  Or- 
phan's  Hofpital   at  Rome  ;    where   in  one 
Night  more  than  fifty  Girls  were  pofeffed.'^ 
—  Something   like  this  was  the  Effed  of 
the  charming  Bourignon's,  Infiitution.      For 
Solid.    "  in  an  Hofpital  of  poor  Girls,  whom  (he 
Introd    charitably  governed,    fhe   difcovered   them 
all  to  be  Witches  in  exprefs  CompaSi  with  the 
Devil.'" 

Thefe  Accounts  may  not  perhaps  in 
all  Refpecfis  agree  with  the  Cafe  of  Mr. 
Wefiey's  Fatients.  That  PopiJJj  Fanaticifm 
mufl  run  Parallel  to  it,  I  was  perfuaded 
in  my  own  Mind,  but  could  not  be  fully 
fatisfied,  till  I  met  with  fome  Cafes  in 
Wierus  de  'Prcejligiis,  wliich  come  up  to 
Lib.  3.  a  complete  Compor'''^  "  Wonderful  and 
C^p-^9.io,horrible  was  die  Vt-.ition  of  fome  Reli- 
gious Nuns  at  JVtrt,  (lized  by  the  Devil , 
who,  by  Means  of  f)me  .S^/^  brought  to 
them  by  an  old  Woman,  were  grievoufly 
tormented  ;  fome  with  Laughing  Fits,  fome 
horridly  convuljcd  and  contorted,  or  lying 
down  as  dead.  Thefe  Tortures  continued  a- 
mong  them  in  the  Nunnery  for  three  Years." 
"  A  Cafe  not  unlike  was  that  of  iomtVirgins 
confccrated  to  thefiriB  Rides  of  St.  Bridget-^ 
who    were  tormented    in    divers   ftrange 
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Manners^  leaping  about,  and  fcreaming  out 
horribly,  their  Jaws  contraded,  &c.  The 
Giufe  of  this  Tragedy  was  imputed  to  a 
Virgin  in  Love  with  a  young  Man  ;  but 
her  Parents  thought  it  an  imfuitable  Match. 
While  file  was  in  this  Anguifli,  the  De- 
vil appeared  to  her  in  the  Shape  of  that 
young  Man^  perfuading  her  to  be  a  Pro^ 
fijj'ed  Nun.  She  complied  ;  and  no  fooner 
was  clcijierd,  but  ft  ruck  with  a  Fury\  flie 
became  a  horrid  SpeBacle  to  all,  in  various 
Refpeds.  And  the  Evil,  as  by  Contagion, 
paffed  into  many  others  of  \ht  Nuns." — 
Of  the  fame  Nature  were  the  tnonjlrous 
Co7ivvJfions  of  all  Kinds  inflicted  by  the 
Devil  upon  the  Virgins  in  the  Nunnery  of 
Ke?2torpj  which  feized  them  once  a  Day, 
or  oftener,  continuing  fometimes  for  feve- 
ral  Hours.  Some  of  them  in  the  Accejjlon 
of  the  Malady,  on  Account  of  the  Con- 
vuljions  of  the  Spiritual  Parts,  and  the 
Tongue,  could  not  [peak.  They  were 
not  equally  torn ;  but  fome  more,  and 
fome  lefs.  But  this  was  almoji  univerfal^ 
that  when  a?iy  one  of  them  was"  feized  j 
the  reftj  though  in  feparate  Apartments, 
hearing  only  the  tumultuous  Noife  of  the 
former,  were  tormented  in  the  fime  mi- 
ferable  Way.  In  order  to  difcover  the 
Origin,  Increafe,  and  trae;ical  liTue  of  this 
Calamity  ;  and  to  prevent  other  fuch  At- 
tempt^ and  horrible  Vexations  of  Satan; 
E  b  1  fhall 
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I  {hall  truly  relate,  in  few  Words,  what 
upon    diligent  Enquiry    I   received   from 
A?me  Lemgous  own  Mouth,  a  fen/iblc  Vir- 
gin^ and  one  in  this  Nunnery.     *  She  was 
firft  taken  with  a  Pain   in  her  left  Hypo- 
chondrium,    and    being    deemed    Epileptic^ 
was   fent   to  the  Monajiery  of  Nonbert^  to 
drink  out  of  St.   Cornelius  ^  Scull ;  where- 
by the  Nuns  told  about,  but  falfely,  that 
we  was  better.     Afterwards  growing  worfe, 
together  with  other  Nuns,    they   went  to 
the  Conjurer  J    who  told  them,  they  were 
beivitched  by  Alice  Kamentz.     The  Devily 
taking   a    Handle   from    this,    began    tor- 
menting   them    with   inantfold  ConvidfionSy 
tumblings  on  the  Ground,  depriving  them 
of   their    Senjes,    making    them   bite   and 
beat  one  another  j  fo  that  they  feemed  not 
to  be  in  their  own  Poiver.     Anna,  in  her 
Fits^  fpoke  as  if  another  (poke  through  her  : 
She   underflood   what  flie  faid,  hut,  after 
fpeaking,    intirely  forgot    it.      When    fhe 
would  pray  feriouily,  flie  was  fo  hindered 
by  the  e^-oil  One,   that  flie  could  not  move 
her  Tongue.     But  whenever  Ihe   run  aver- 
her  Beads  without  Thought  and  Attention, 
flie  did  it  with  Eafe  and  Pleafurej  Satan 
not  hindering  her.     If  a  good  Perfon  fpoke 
to  her,    Ihe  feemed   as   puniflied    by    the 
Devil.     But  if  other  JVonicn  talked  to  her 
of  ludicrous  Matters,  flie   was  wonderfully 
pleafed.      When    ihc    was    e>:orcifed,    Ihe 
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feemed  to  vomit  an  incredible  Quantity  of 
Blood,  but  felt  no  Hurt.  But  this  was 
common  to  all  the  Virgi72s  thus  pofldled  by 
the  Devil,  that,  together  with  irregular 
Pains,  they  had  a  creeping  Sen/at  ion  under 
the  Soles  of  their  Feet,  as  if  burned  with 
hot  JVatcr.  The  Devil  was  ufed  to  fpeak 
frequently,  and  much  out  of  the  Mouths 
of  the  younger  Girls,  ivhen  deprived  of  their 
Sefifes,  and  terrify  them  with  Vifions^  and 
appearing  to  them  in  divers  Shapes.  As  to 
Anna  herfelf,  when  her  Parents  had  taken 
her  out  of  the  Nufinery,  and  £lie  had  taken 
a  "firm  Refolution  never  to  return  to  it, 
but  •  to  ferve  God  out  of  it  in  a  founder 
Mind;  the  Cala?nitv  was  at  an  End.'' 
This  certainly  was  an  excellent  Remedy. 
And  yet  Enthufafm  had  fuch  hold  of  her, 
that  "  whenever  the  Mother  Abbcfs  fent 
her  but  a  Letter,  all  her  Body  was  in  a 
Horror,  as  if  ^CiZ  was  relapfmg.  At  length 
flie  married,  and  felt  no  more  of  her  Dif- 
order.  She  added,  that  Alice  Kximentx 
herfelf  would  fometimes  be,  as  it  were, 
Epileptic,  and  tdXkfenlelefy  ;  and  the  Nuns 
concluded,  ftie  brought  this  Evil  on  her- 
felf that  flie  might  not  feem  to  have  be- 
witched  others.  Hence  they  imputed  their 
Torments  neither  to  God,  nor  to  the  Devil, 
but  to  Alice  Ka?nentz."  —  Wier  relates  far- 
ther, "  how  the  Contagion  foon  caught 
the  neighbouring  Towns  and  Villages,  ef- 
B  b  2  pecially 
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pecially  five  Perlbns,  whom  a  certain 
Preacktr  hud  takeiii  into  tis  CLambcr^  in 
order  to  guard  tbem  again;}  the  Dc'viccs  of 
S^tcn.''  He  relates  too  iome  other  Cal'es 
of  this  ififidficus  Nature,  wiiich  can't  de- 
cenils  be  tranlcribed. 

Thele  feveral  Circuniitinces  ib  exactly 
tally  with  Mr.  TJ^JIc-fs  Patients^  I  think,  in 
e^cery  Particular,  tiut  they  Aand  in    need 
of  no  AppUcaticn.     Nor  is  it  neceilary  to 
determine  precifely,   'u:ko,  cr  irbat,  is  tbi 
Caufc,      Pcpcry  and  Meihouifm  are  agreed 
as  to  Matter  cf  Faci ;  which  is  my  proper 
Bufinefs  to  fr.c^j:.      One   Piece   of  Adiice 
however,  in  Dr.  Wiers  Words,   I  would 
inculcate  for  ^^edding  cc7itjgicus  Ccmpany, 
tib  IV.    «•  If  a  Number  of  People  thould  be  thus 
^^?  "^'  p^JIdp^d  in  tie  fame  Place,  (as  is  ufual  in 
Monajlerics,  particularly  of  Virgins,  whofe 
Organs  are  moll:  expofed  to  Satan  s  Pranks) 
before  all   Things  C^re   Ihould   be  taken 
to  fparate  them,  and  fend  each  to  their 
Parents  and  Relations  ;  and  not  leave  them 
to    ZuperftltiTus   Pricjh  and  Itnpoflcrs,     in 
Hopes  of  a  Cure  £:om  their  pretended  Ce- 
remonies ;  or  think  by  abjurd  Rites  to  drive 
erxay  the  Devil,  who  does  but  laugh  at, 
and  delude  them. — Tcung  Perfons  efpecially 
(bould  never  be  admitted  to  thefe  horrid 
SpcBacles,  left  being  frighted  with  the  Tin- 
commcnnefs  and  J'ioUnce  cf  the   Torments, 
they  (houid  r":^>-  <v  th^  ^Evil  tbemfehesr 

On 
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On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Wefley  is  labouring 
heartily  to  bring  as  many  fuch  together  as 
he   can,    elpecially   of   the   younger   Sort ; 
and  to  lee  them  groaning,  convuUcd,  flruck 
to  the  Ground,  and  ftriking  others  down 
in  Heaps,  by  Sympathy^  or  Contagion ;  and 
the  more  the  better  : —  This  is  his  peculiar 
Bufmejs^    his   Trade,    and  his   Joy.      This 
Article  therefore  I  conclude  in  the  Words 
of  71/.   Cafdubon ;  "   To  commend  this  toEnthuf. 
or^/wtfrv  People,  and   to  Women  efpecially,^- '"^*5' 
is   to   perluade  them   to   Madnefs,  and   to 
.expofe  them   to  the  lUufions  of  the  Devil, 
always  ready  to  take  fuch  Advantages.  The 
Ufe   of  this  T^heology  doth  moft   properly 
belong  to  Jefuits,  and  'jejuited  Politicians  ; 
who  have  no  better  Way  to  bring  their 
Defigns  to    pafs,    than    by  the   Hands  of 
.thofe,   whom  they  have  brought  up  to  thefe 
■myjiical  Arts  ;    who,    befides   their  com- 
mon   Obligation    of    blind   Obedience,    by 
long,  forced,    wild  Contemplation,  are  be- 
came ecjlatical,   i.  e.    fitted   for  any  defpe- 
■rate  Attempt,  • —  Let  others  admire  Witches 
and  Magicians  as  much  as   they   will  3  I 
honour  and  admire  a  good  Phyjician  much 
more,    who  can  (as  God's  hiftrument)  by 
his  Knowledge  oi  Nature,  bring  a  Man  to 
his   right  Wits  again,   when  he  hath  loft 
them;  and  I  tremble  (Homojum:,  humani 
nihil  a  me  aliemim  puto)  when  I  think  that 

one 
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one   Madman  is   enough  to  infeB  a  whole 
Province.'' 

§.35.  This  Cafe  oi  Sy?npathy  and  Con- 
tagion  may  perhaps  receive  additional 
Light,  by  confidering  what  Sort  of  Perfons 
are  mod  likely  to  fall  into  Enthtijiafm, 
particularly  that  of  Methodifm  j  and  con- 
fequently  into  thefe  dreadful  Di [orders  and 
^or})ie?its^  both  of  Body  and  Mind,  This 
fliall  be  done  partly  in  my  own  Words, 
partly  by  their  Pagan  and  Popifi  Allies^ 
and  partly  by  their  ^londam  Favourite  Mr. 
LaWy  in  his  Treatife  of  Regeneration;  for 
which  he  has  incurred  Mr.  Weflef%  Indig- 
7iation. 

(j.)  Toung  Perfons,  Boys  and  Girls. 
Thefe  being  arrived  neither  to  Ripenefs 
of  Reafon,  nor  folid  Conftitution  of  Body, 
are  eafily  moved  by  Hopes  and  Fears; 
are  credulous^  foon  pofTelTed  with  Stories 
of  Witches,  Apparitions,  or  any  Thing 
marvellous ;  joft  and  duBile,  fitted  to  re- 
ceive any  Imprefjions^  to  fancy  Vifions^  to 
receive  InfeSfion  ;  in  general,  from  a  Ten- 
dernefs  of  Frame  ealily  Jlruc'k  down,  or 
prepared  to  follow  others  by  Imitation. 
Hence  we  hear  fo  often  of  "  you?ig  Boys 
and  Girls,  and  Children,  in  the  Metho- 
difm Journals,  grievoufly  diftrefled  for  their 
Souls,  crying  out  in  Faith,  dropping  down, 
t?r.     Hence  their  Account  of  the  Lord's 

reveal- 
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rrcealhig  himfelf  to  a  Girl  of  about  Je-ven  5«e  En- 
Years  old,    in   an   amazing    Manner  j    fo  pa"t*i. 
that,    wrapped  up   in   his  Spirit,  fi:c  funk  p.  77. 
to  nothingy  propkcfied-^  with  vn^uy  fucb  In- 
ftances  of  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit,'" 
• —  Hence  "   that  idle  Boy,   John  Woolley^  Wefley 
thought  there  was  never  in  the  World  fuch  5  Journ. 
a  wicked  Child  as  himrdf;    after  he  had^"  ^''' 
heard  Mr.  Wtjlc\\  the  Drcil  fet  upon  him 
with  all  his    Might,    but   fuddenly   he  is 
furrounded   with   an   inexpreffible   Light; 
and  fays,  *  though   I  am  not  in  Hea'vcn 
yet,  I  am  as  fure  of  it,  as  if  I  was ;'  and 
afterwards    Cbriji   came   and   talked    with 
him.     He  lived  fome  Months  above  thir- 
teen Years." — Hence,  "  feveral  were  con-    l^id. 
{trained  to  roar  aloud,  and  thefe  generally    ^' '' 
not  young,    as    in  moji  other  Places-,    but 
either  middle-aged,  or  older." 

It  might  here  be  obferved  from  Variety 
of  Hiftorics,  that  Witchcraft  and  Magic 
have  the  moft  powerful  Effects  upon  C/j/7- 
dren,  who  are  ufually  the  Subje^s  of  their 
Operation  and  Cruelty. 

Plutarch  mentions  it  as  fomething  f a:- Sympof. 
traordinary,  *'  that  the  'Thibii  near  Pontus,^  V 
by  a  Look,  Breathing,  or  a  Word,  would 
fafcinate  not  only  Children,  but  Perfons 
of  full  Age.  Whereas  only  Children,  of  a 
tender  and  moiil:  Conftitution,  were  ufu- 
ally thus  afFedted,  thcfe  Eft'eds  feldom 
happening  to  folid  and  compact  Bodies." — 
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Apoleg.  Particularly  as  to  young  Perfoiis,  T*ertiiU 
^^^•^3-  lian  tells  us,  that  the  "  Heathen  MagU 
cia?iSy  among  other  ?mraculous  Impo/hires^ 
were  wont  to  knock  down  and  Jlun  Boys  to 
make  them  prophefy.''  \Fmros  in  eloquium 
Oraculi  elidunt.']  i.  e,  fays  Rigaliius^  "  con"' 
Jiermint.  For  being  inchanted  they  fell 
down,  as  Epileptic  j  and  afterwards  having 
lojl  their  Senfes^  they  fpoke  oracularly ^  and 
Pi^n\M\t.  tittered  Prophecies."  Accordingly,  j^pii- 
Pad?'"  ^^^^^^^  {^^^  famous  Platoniji,  one  initiated 
p.  416,  into  the  great  Myfteries^  and  fufpecSted  of 
^^^' ^'^'^' Sorcery)  was  formally  accufed  oi  Magic, 
as  having  drawn  the  AffeBiojis  of  a  rich 
Woman  by  Inchantments^  and  alfo  being 
ufed  to  Jir ike  down  a  Boy  flat  on  the  Pave- 
ment^ and  deprive  him  of  his  Senfcs,  for 
magical  Purpofes.  And  how  doth  he  de- 
fend himfelf  ?  He  owns  the  FaB  of  the 
Boys  falling  before  him,  as  in  a  Fit.  But 
pleads  partly  in  Defence  of  Magic ^  as  fore- 
Ihewing  the  Mind  of  the  Gods,  by  Miracles 
and  Divination  j  partly  by  denying  that  he 
made  ufe  of  any  wicked  Kind  of  Magic  j 
and  partly  affirming,  that  the  Proftration 
of  the  Boy  was  not  from  Inchantmenty 
but  Dijeafe ;  and  nothing  but  f?2ere  Epi- 
lepfy.  He  brings,  however,  Inftances  of 
inchanted  Boys,  fvovc\  great  .Authorities,  who 
foretold  Things  miracidoujly.  But  whe- 
ther this  could  really  be  done,  he  will 
neither  confcfs^   nor  deny." 

Our 
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Our  Mdhodifl  Teachers  acknowledge 
and  boaft,  that  *'  their  young  Difciplci 
are  often  thrown  to  the  Ground,  become 
fenfelefs,  are  illuminated,  prophetic,  &c.  and 
that  either  by  the  Operation  of  Satan,  or 
themf elves y  If  this  be  true  ;  it  certainly 
comes  near  to  Sorcery  and  Magic.  They 
may  be  allowed  whatever  may  be  pleaded 
in  Favour  of  ancient  Magicians  ;  but  their 
beft  Plea  would  be  to  prove  the  Cafe  Epi- 
leptic, or  fome  fimilar  DiJIcjjiper. 

(2.)  The  next  Perfons  thus  affe<5led  are 
Women-,  who,  (notwithrtanding  fome  Ex- 
ceptions)  may,  without  Offence,  be  called 
the  iveaker  VfJJels.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, my  own  Expref?ions,  but  thofe  of 
Exorcijls,  and  others  of  the  Papacy,  and 
even  Female  Saints  j  who  defcribe  "  the 
Sex  as  weak,  vain,  full  of  Curiofity,  and 
Lovers  of  Novelty,  eafiiy  gained  by  a  Shew 
of  Piety,  and  efpecially  any  Fraternities 
fetting  up  for  fome  auitere  Reformation  : 
Thefe  Qualities  making  them  fit  Organs 
of  Satan's  lllufions,  and  mod  expofed  to 
Superjlition  and  Entbufiafm.''  —  "  Some  Mall, 
think  thcmfelves  tormented   by  the  DeviL.y^^^^^; 

,  ,  .  ,        T  .  '        ,      ,  .       .      I  om.  1. 

when  tis  only  Imaginatton-,  and  this  in  p.  ,81. 
Women  more  than  Men,  bccaufe  more 
timorous,  and  more  fufceptiblc  of  imagi- 
nary, mar'vellous  yjppearances,  Vifiofis  ■  and 
Reflations  ;  their  very  Nature  being  of 
an  eafier  and  fofter  Impicdior.."  —  " /^>7- 
C  c  ther 
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Franc.  /^^^  Fraticis  Goncius  had  the  Honour  of 
feS!'  extirpating  a  fpreading  Hypocrily  among 
p.  274.  the  Women ^  who  were  governed  by  ^Jimple, 
or  malicious  Prejhyter.  As  the  Sex,  in 
order  to  gain  an  Opinion  of  Sandlity,  is 
obnoxious  to  Illufions  and  Fid:ions ;  fome 
pretended  Raptures  and  Sights  of  the 
Damned,  and  the  BleU'ed-y  Ibme  in  Tor^ 
ments,  and  to  be  refcued  only  by  the  afore- 
faid  Prejbyter,  Thefe  lUulions  being  ex- 
tindt,  F.  Francis  warmed  them  all  into 
a  religious  Devotion  towards  St.  Ignatius, 
and  St.  Xavier."  —  Picus  of  Mirandida 
(Lib.  9.  de  Prcenot.)  concludes,  that  the 
Gift  of  prophefying  was  granted  to  Women 
rather  than  Men,  becaufe  the  xno{)i  fooiifi 
Life.  ^^;,-."— St.  Terefa  confelTtth,  that  '' De- 
^°82  s'c  ^^^'^^^S^  ^^  ^^^  Monajlcries  are  moft  among 
IC2. '  the  Women,  whofe  Nature  is  weak,  and 
their  Self-Love  very  fubtle,  and  they  are 
deceived  of  themfelves."  She  fays,  "  How- 
ever, (for  the  Honour  of  the  Ladies)  tliat 
in  thefe  Monajleries  the  Fa'vours  of  God 
to  fome  are  very  great;  aftoniOiing  the 
Spectators  by  Rapts,  Vifiojis,  Ecfiacies,  &c. 
> —  I  have  known  fome,  who  wanting  but 
little  of  quite  lofing  their  Judgments,  are 
ytifo  bumble,  &c.  and  delirous  of  fuffer- 
ing  their  Purgatory  here  to  efcape  it  here- 
after."-—If  we  look  into  profane  Anti- 
quity, we  find  enough  of  the  Bacchajia- 
Han  Women,  Sec.    The  Pythian  PriejteJJh 

were 
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were  fo  enthiijiaftically  mad  in  delivering  the 
Oracles^  and  were  fo  violently  torn  and  con^ 
vulfed^  as  fometimes  to  die  upon  the  Spot. 
• — If  we  look  into  Ecclefiajiical  HereJieSy  we 
find  the  Dance  began  by  Sim.  Magus  with 
his  infpired  Pfojiitutey  Helena ;  and  that 
not  only  Montanm  had  his  Prifcilla  and 
Maximilla ;  but  almofl  all  made  ufe  of 
Women  as  the  Jitteji  Orgafts  fo?'  Infp'ira^ 
tion,  Prophecy y  Vifion,  and  every  Delufion, 
—  Sulpitius  Severus  in  his  facred  Hijhry, 
[thofe,  who  have  not  the  Book^  may  con- 
fult  Bayle  in  the  Article  Prifcillian\  gives 
this  Account  of  Prifcillian,  "  He  was 
vehement,  reftlefs,  eloquent,  learned,  rea- 
dy at  Logic  and  Difputations.  Happy  in- 
deed, had  he  not  corrupted  the  beft  Ca- 
pacity by  an  evil  Application  y  for  he  had 
many  good  Qii^alities  of  Mind  and  Body. 
He  would  watch  long,  bear  Hunger  and 
Thirfl ;  not  covetous  of  Wealth,  and  very 
temperate  in  the  Ufe  of  it.  But  the  fame 
Man  was  the  vaineji  of  Mortals,  puffed 
up  beyond  Meafure  on  account  of  his 
worldly  Knowledge,  and  befides  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  pradifed  the  magic  Arts. 
from  his  Youth.  When  he  had  broached 
his  perniciotis  DoBrinCy  by  his  Art  of 
Perfuafion,  and  crafty  Infinuationp,  he  en- 
ticed into  his  Society  many  of  Nobility^ 
and  more  of  the  Populace.  Moreover, 
the  Women  being  fond  of  neiD  Things, 
C  c  2  unliable 
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unflable  in  the  FaitJo^  and   of  a  boundlefs 
CurioJk)\  flocked  to  him  in  'Troops.     For, 
by  carrying  a  ^hew  of  Humility  in  his  Face 
and  Habit,  he   had    contraded    a  general 
Reverence."      He  is    hkewife    defcribed, 
as  "  rafh  and  headftrong,  patient  of  Hard- 
fhips,  of  a  doubling   Genius,    crafty  and 
beguiling,    eloquent,    but    very  mad.  " — 
He  was  inftru&ed  and  afiifted  by  Agape^ 
an   honourable  Woman,    in  carrying   on 
the  Jecret  Myjleries ;  and  flie  was  the  Mo- 
ther of  the    Agapeta,    or   Love-Feafiers  j 
whofe   Rites  became   by  Degrees  fo  very 
fcandalous,  that  St.   Jerot?2e  tells   Oceanusy 
•*  you  are  expofed  to  the  Teeth  of  De- 
tractors, unlefs  you  difmifs  the  AJJemblies 
cf  the  Agapetcey  — It  may  be  added,  that 
Frijcillian  and  his  Followers^  though  in  the 
Sink   of  Corruption,    yet    aflumed    high 
Claims    to    Knowledge^     Illumination    and 
PerfeBion,  —  If  we    defcend   lower    into 
Pcpifi  Artifices,  we  fee  thefe  Sainteff'es  in 
Abundance,  according  in  all  Things  with 
Methodifm ;  as  the  whole  Comparifon  hath 
ihewn.      Particularly  the  Diabolical  InfeJ- 
tat  ions,    and  fur  prizing  Contagions,    (from 
JVierus)  were  all  among  the  Nuns.     And 
the  greater  Part  of  the  Dramatis  Perfona, 
in  the  Tragi'Comedy  of  Methodifm,  appear 
to  have  been  ABrejjes, 

(3.)  Perfons  of  2^  fickle  and  inconflfient 
Humour  -,  thefe  are  naturally  fond  of  Inno- 
vations, 
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vationsy    ading    by    Starts,     and     fudden 
Flights ;  and  always  prepared  for  the  Re- 
ception  of  every  Pretender^    that  fets  up 
for  7iew-?}iodellt?]g  Religion. 

(4.)  Perfons,  though  pioufly  inclined, 
yet  of  lueak  JtidgmentSy  or  weak  Nerves ; 
thefc  are  not  only  eafily  captivated  by  fine 
Promifes  and  fair  Speeches ;  but  quickly 
railed  with  Flallies  and  Gufts  of  Spiritual 
JoySy  and  as  quickly  overwhelmed  with 
difmal  Apprehenfions ;  carried  up  to  Heaven 
by  every  Wind  of  Dodrine,  and  down 
again  to  the  Deep ;  ready  foftened  for  the 
Stamp  of  Impulfes,  ImpreJJions,  Feelings, 
Vi/ions^  and  moft  fubje<5l  (as  the  weakeji 
Heads  are  foonell:  made  giddy)  to  bodily 
Agitatio72S  and  ConvulfionSy  Vertigos^   &c. 

(5.)  Perfons  difordered  with  Hypochon- 
driac VumeSy  and  melancholy  Vapours,  and 
divers  other  peculiar  Diftempers.  Thcfe 
generally  love  a  gloomy  and  black  Religion, 
fuiting  their  Divinity  to  their  Temper,  as 
every  Thing  turns  /^ar  upon  a  vitiated  Sto- 
mach;  and  are  more  defirous  to  noiirijh, 
than  to  thro%D  off,  their  Difeafc  ;  and  for 
the  fame  Reafons  become  natural  ind 
willing  Fieiims  to  the  Stroke,  that  fells 
them  to  the  Ground. — If  the  Brain  is  a 
little  touched,  and  there  is  fomcthing  of 
Madne/s  in  the  Cafe ;  this  of  Courfe  pre- 
pares People  for  any  wild  Scheme,  defpe- 

rate 
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rate  Attempt,  and  every  Sort   of  extrava- 
gant Behaviour. 

(6.)  Perfons  of  IroeJy  Parts^  and  brijk 
Fauc)\  (though  in  a  perfed;  State  oi  Health) 
for  Want  of  a  folid  and  fettled  ^Judgment, 
may  be  equally  in  Danger.  When  the 
Afflatus  hath  once  touched  them,  from 
a  Nimblenefs  of  Imagination  they  are  the 
fooner  blown  up,  and  by  a  Conned:ion 
of  Ideas  impetuouHy  carried  on  from  one 
Whim  to  another.  They  are  better  qua- 
lified than  2.  Jlow  Capacity,  to  fee,  hear, 
feel,  and  adt  what  is  appointed  for  them ; 
as  well  as  to  exprefs  their  Senfations  in  the 
ftrongefl  and  moft  glowing  Terms.  No 
Fervency  and  Zeal,  no  Fluency  of  Lan- 
guage, will  be  wanting  for  a  Communi- 
cation of  the  Infedion. 

(7.)    Perfons  of  an   amorous  Cofjiplexiojt 

are  as  likely    as  any  to  fall  into   Enthii- 

Jiafms',   particularly  with  Refped:  to  fome 

flrange  Tranfports  of  Divine  Lcve.     From 

a  Similitude,  and  clofe  Correfpondence  of 

this  Paffion,  confidered  as  iiatural  and  ;t- 

Ijgious,    we  hear,   in   each   Cafe,    of  fuch 

*  Meltings,  Languilhmcnts,  Huggings  and 

clofe   Embracements   of  the  Deity^    fuch 

Raptures,  Tumults,  Sinkings,  Swooning?, 

Defpairings  and   Diflradion,  and   Lofs  of 

Senfes.'     Plutarch  defcribeth  a  Lover,  as 

Vol.  II.    <c  burning,  pale,  trembling,  feized  with  a 

^%ei^.     Vertigo,     Is  not  this,  lays  he,  a  manifefl 

infpired 
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infpired  Fury,  a  Divine  Pofflffioji  and  Agi^ 
tation  of  the  Soid  ?  WJiat  ib  extraordinary 
ever  happens  to  the  Pythcnefs^  when  (he 
toucheth  the  Tripod?  Which  of  the  AV 
thufiajlic  Corybantcs,  upon  hearing  the  Pipe 
and  the  Timbrel,  have  been  fo  carried  out 
of  themfelves  r"  —  And  a  very  ingenious 
and  good  Many  (for  fuch  I  really  thnik  lie 
was)  and  who  hath  carried  the  Notions 
of  Di'-jine  Love  to  a  fufficient  Height, 
though  he  adopts  the  Sentiment ^  is  yet 
wife  enough  to  caution  againft  the  Dan- 
ger, The  Perfon  I  mean  is  Mr.  Norris^ 
who  fays,  *'  there  Is  an  Amorous  Principle 
in  Man,  which  muft  neccffarily  have  an 
Ohje'B ',  and,  he  thinks,  Perfons  of  the 
moft  amorous  AffeSlions,  the  moft  likely  to 
make  Spiritual  Lovers,  —  In  the  Love  of 
God,  as  'tis  a  Paf/ion,  the  Motion  of  the 
Will  is  attended  with  a  fenfible  Commo- 
tion of  the  Spirits,  and  Efluation  of  the 
Blood.  —  'Tis  an  experimental  Truth,  that 
Pajjion  is  a  great  Injirume?jt  of  Devotion, 
Accordingly  we  find  that  Men  of  the  moft 
ivarm  and  pathetic  Tempers,  and  affec- 
tionate Complexions,  (provided  they  Lave 
but  Confideration  enough  withal  not  to 
mijlake  the  Objecl)  prove  the  greateft  Vo- 
taries in  Religion:'  Burton  too,  in  Jiis 
Anatofny  of  Melancholy,  often  mentions 
Hypochondriac  Enthufwfm  as  prone  to  Ve- 
7icry, 
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Mr.  Wefiley  Hall  became  one,  it  fcem?, 
of  the  fttll  Brethren^  has  publlckly  and 
zealoufly  pleaded  for  the  moft  infamous 
Carnalities,  Nor  doth  Mr.  Wejley  him- 
felf  feem  fufficiendy  upon  his  Guard, 
4  Journ.  when  he  commendeth  fo  highly,  "  that 
P'  ^^*  Mother  in  Ifrael^  Jane  Miincy^  becaufe  (he 
withftood  to  the  Face  thofe  who  were 
teachiiigfor  DoBrines  the  Comtnandments  of 
Men^  by  ordering,  that  the  unmarried 
Men  and  Women  fhould  have  no  Conver- 
fation  with  each  other."  There  needs 
not  any  zealous  Contention  for  fuch  pro^ 
mifcuous  Ajjemblies ;  even  though  many 
fliould  hereby  become  Mothers  in  Ifrael. 

I  fhall  on  this  Head  beg  Room  for  a 
few  PafTages  out  of  the  great  Majier  of 
Nature ;  becaufe  fo  confonant  to  feveral  of 
the  Difpofttions  before  related. 
Ariftotl.  Enthujiajls  often  term  their  Extravagan- 
Problem,  ^jgg  ^  Spiritual  Drunkennefs.  In  like 
Manner  Arifiotle  makes  a  Comparifon  be- 
tween "  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  Wine^ 
and  thofe  of  Melancholy^  or  the  black  Bile. 
Each  maketh  Men  various^  angry,  loving, 
quiet,  fierce,  filent,  talkative.  Wine  find- 
ing Men  cold  and  fulleny  by  a  gradual  In- 
creafe  of  the  Dofe  renders  them  more  talk- 
ative, eloquent  and  confident ;  then  quar- 
relfome,  raging,  and  even  mad  ;  —  at  lafl 
turneth  them  into  flupid  Fools,  like  Per- 
fons  epileptic,   or  deeply  melancholy.  — 

The 
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The  fame  Man  continues  not  long  In  the 
fame  Humour;  he  laughs  and  cries,  is 
timorous  and  bold ;  is  filled  both  with 
Heat  a?id  Wind -^  whereby  Venus  is  the 
ufual  Companion  of  Bacchus.  And  for 
the  fame  Reafon  your  melancholy  Men  are 
generally  lafcrjious,  as  being  very  fiatulenf. 
' —  The  6/ack  Bile  is  one  of  tlje  coide^ 
and  ^'d>/^^/?  of  Things;  Naturally  toA/,  and 
bringing  on  Apoplcy.y,  Stupor^  Defpondencyy 
and  Ttrrors  :  But  once  fk  on  Fire^  it  pro- 
duce th  Singings  Security^  Ecftacies  and  In- 
Jlammations.  —  Many  trcm  the  Approach 
of  this  Heat  to  the  Seat  of  the  Mind^  are 
feized  with  mad  and  enthuftajiic  Fits  ;  be- 
come Sybilsy  Bacchanals,  and  Infpired,  No- 
thing (o  various  and  inconftant  as  this 
black  Humour;  now  chilling  Men  with 
Fear  and  T^rembling ;  foon  raifing  agaia 
their  Courage ;  opprefiing  us  with  Sorrow 
and  Defpondency^  we  know  not  ivhy  ;  then 
making  us  rejoice  and  exult^  for  as  little 
Reafon,  &c."  He  then  Inqulreth  into  the 
Reafons,  "  why  the  Agents  in  the  Baccha- 
natian  Myjleries  are,  for  the  moft  Part, 
Perfons  of  fuch  bad  Morals'"  —  To  fuch 
Confiitutional  Di [orders  is  the  human  Kind 
fubjed: ;  and  if  the  Managers  of  Mctho- 
difm  can  turn  thefe  Natural  Caufes  and 
Effects  into  fo  many  Principles  and  Proofs 
of  true  Religion ;  they  muft  be  allowed 
fome  Share  of  Artifice  and  Contrivance. 

D  d  (8.)  Per- 
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(8.)   Perfons  of  had  Prbicipks   will  be 
fond  of  mingling  with  an  Eftthufaftic  Sect. 
—  As,   for  Inftance,  Hypocrites^  who  lay- 
ing hold  of  devout  Appearances^  and  high 
Preteniions  to  Religion,  are  delirous  to  pafs 
upon  the  World  for  Saints ;   in   order  to 
deceive  the  more  efFedtually.  —  Perfons  of 
a  vain  and  ambitions  Mind,  who  love  to 
be  fomehody   in  a    new   Difpenfation,    that 
makes   a  little   Noife  in  the  World  ;  and 
knowing   how  unable  they   are  to  make 
a  Figure  elfewhcre,    muft  needs  be  at  the 
Head  of  difeparate  Party  or  SeB  -,  or  elfe, 
from  mere  Conceitednefs,  will  fet  up  to  be 
teachers.  Preachers,  or  Expounders.  Hence 
Mr.  Br ai nerd  owns ^  that  Satan  has  gained 
Jouifn.     an   Advantage,  "  Spiritual  Pride  appear- 
P-  1 08.    ij^g   jj^   ^^   Ambition  to   be    Teachers    of 
others."     To  which  he  afterwards  addeth, 
that  "  Spiritual  Pride  and  Delufwm  na- 
turally   lay    a    Foundation   for  jcandalous 
PraBices,''      Hence    fo    many    ignorant, 
fawcy  Boys  and  Women  ramble  about  the 
Country,     picking    the    Pockets    of   filly 
People,  2iS,  Meihodiji  Preachers.    To  whom, 
Enthuf.     however,  Mr.  IVe/ley  gives  Authority,  be- 
2d  Part,   caufe  God  gave    them  Wifdom   from    a- 
bove." — Perfons  of  an  impertinent  and  un^ 
^warrantable  Curiofity  will  readily  be  taken 
in.     As  the  JournaUfls  give  Accounts  of 
Heart-Sins  revealed  and  laid  bare  ;  Things 
dijiant  and  abfent  fcen  as  plainly  as  if  pr€- 

Jent; 
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fenf 'y  future  Events  foretold  hy  Prcphccy; 
Fiftons  and  Infpiraticns^  both  Cclcftial  and 
Satanical,  and  the  like; — To  Methodifm 
therefore  muft  we  all  gang,  and  be  ini- 
tiated into  tho-fublimeMylleries;  muft  even 
learn  fiom  Satan  v/hat  Cod  hath  concealed, 
and  bear  from  Satan,  or  elfe  the  cunningMan, 
Tortures  which  God  hath  not  required. 

Laftly^  Peribns  of  profligate  Lives,  and 
Libertine  Sentiments,  are  vv^ont  to  take  up 
vjiihfuch  Dehijions.  When  they  are  touch- 
ed with  a  Senle  of  Guilt,  their  Reafon  is 
fo  hurried  and  diftraded,  that  they  know 
not  which  Way  to  turn ;  but  are  apt 
(like  People,  on  fome  great  Lofs,  flying 
to  the  Conjurer,  or  Wizard )  to  betake 
themfelves  to  fome  fallacious  Expedient, 
unjaje  Security,  falfe  Do^ri?2e,  or  Quack 
Re?nedy,  of  a  Mouth  that  fpeakcth  great 
Things  J  negle<fting  every  regular  Method, 
Thus  'tis  no  uncommon  Thing  f^r  Projii- 
gatcs  and  Libertines,  in  the  Article  of 
Danger,  to  catch  hold  on  the  Pafsport  of 
Popery,  or  Methodifm.  Which  probably 
is  a  Device  of  Satan  to  beguile  tJiem  ;  or 
**  becaufe  they  have  not  received  thc2Thefi'. 
Love  of  Truth,  God  may  permit  a  ft-rong^  9—- 
Delufwn,  that  they  {l:ioul(i  believe  a  Lye."  • 

In  lliort,    I    am   fully    perfuadcd,    that 

'tis  fome   Fault,    or   fome   Dif'cfe,     iomc 

Diforder   of  Mind  or  Body,  that  carrieth 

weak  and  wicked   Pcrfons   into  the    En- 

D  d  2  thifiafm 
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thufiafm  of  Methodifm  :  Which  ( as  the 
Rciult  of  my  befl  Thoughts,  and  Integrity 
of  Heart  )  I  would  advife  all  to  avoid, 
and  not  to  come  among  them  on  any  Ac- 
count  whatjocver, 

Veniunt  levc  imlgus^  euntqus^ 


Illlc  Credulitas,  illic  temerariiis  Error y 
Vanaque  Lcetitla  eji,  conjlcrnatlqiie  T^imore^^ 
Seditioque  repem. 

"  Toung  Perfons,  the  Methcdip  tell  us, 
are  apt  to  run  into  Extremes  i"  and  there- 
fore no  regular  and  tedious  Courfe  oi  Re-^ 
pentance  and  good  Works  will  ferve  the 
Turn.  Par  don  y  AJjurance^  and  Angelical 
Terfediion  muft  rapidly  be  fnatched  up  j 
juft  as  the  Schoolmen  fay,  '*  of  Angels^  that 
they  can  pafs  injlajitaneoujly  from  one  Ex- 
treme of  Space  to  another,  without  paffing 
through  the  Medium," 

§.  36.  Having  thus  obferved  fome  of 
the  Evils  attending  the  Profelytes  to  Me-^r 
ihodifm^  at  length  we  arrive  at  the  boafted 
Cure,  the  Removal  of  thefe  horrible  Suf- 
ferings, Sure,  and  effeBual,  this  ought 
to  be,  to  make  a  Compenfation  ;  and  'tis  fit 
a  Paracelfus,  or  Ignatius,  Should  be  called 
in,  with  their  infallible  Remedies.  Mr. 
Wefley,  from  zfeeming  Renunciation  of  Mi^ 
raclesj  as  was  obferved  before,  gets  gra- 
dually 


(    205    ) 

dually  Into  a  /////  Chum  of  them.  Some  of 
his  Cures  are  plainly  declared  to  be  mi- 
raculous ;  and  others  reprefented  with  fuch 
a  miraculous  ylir,  as  can't  fliil  of  fuccced- 
ing  with  his  Follotvcrs.  He  %s  of  him- 
felf,  "  I  was  fuddenly  feized  with  fuch  a  4  Joum. 
Pain  in  my  Side,  that  I  could  7iot  Jpeak.'^''>T' 
I  knew  my  Remedy,  and  immediately 
kneeled  down.  In  a  Mojnent  the  Pain  was 
gone." — Again;  "  I  was  feized  with  fuch  p.  83. 
a  Cough,  that  I  could  hardly  [peak.  At 
the  fame  time  came  ftrongly  into  my 
Mind,  ^hcje  Signs  Jljall  follow  them  that 
beiie've. — I  called  on  Jefus  aloud  to  increafe 
my.  Faith,  and  to  conjirm  the  Word  of  his 
Grace.  While  I  was  fpeaking,  my  Pain 
vaniflied  away.  The  Fever  left  me.  My 
bodily  Strength  returned,  &c." 

The  Credulity  of  fomc  of  your  Followers 
will  readily  fwallow  it.  But  why  will 
you  teach  them  fuch  a  prefumptuous  Lef 
fin ;  and  which  their  own  Experierces,  I 
doubt,  would  co?f2ite?  Suppofe  any  fhould 
be  feized  in  the  fame  Manner,  with  Pain^ 
Lofs  of  Speech,  a  Cough,  or  Fever ;  and 
fiiould  immediately  kneel  down,  beg  an 
Increafe  of  Faith,  a  Confirmation  of  God's 
Word;  —  Will  you  anfwer  for  their  per- 
fect Cure  in  a  Moment^  Or,  ifrhey  lliould 
not  obtain  it,  into  what  do  you  lead  them, 
but  into  a  Difbelief  of  God's  Word,  Mi- 
racles ^    Gcodnefs   and    Providence  .<'    What 

inull 
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muft  they  think,  but  that  they  are  Cajh- 
ivays ;  have  710  Pardon,  no  Faith  5  and 
thereby  fall  into  Dejpair  j  in  which  Mire 
they  are  fo  often  wallowing  ?  —  However, 
you  came  off  a  little  better  than  Cardan, 
one  of  your  Whimfical  Brethren  ;  who 
Vita  Prop,  fays^  tc  I  will  relate  another  Thing.  (For 
^'  my  whole  Life  abounds  with  fuch  Ex- 
amples.)  I  was  fo  ill  of  a  Pleurify,  that  I 
delpaired  of  Life.  I  had  read  in  fome 
Cofle&ions  of  my  Father,  *  that  if  any  one 
at  Eight  in  the  Morning,  on  the  Cakrids 
of  April,  would  entreat  the  Bkjjed  Vir- 
gin on  his  bended  Kfiees,  for  any  Thing 
lawful,  he  fhould  obtain  his  Requeft.  I 
obferved  punftually  the  Day  and  Hour, 
fvod  made  my  Supplication ;  and  then,  72ot 
injiajiily  indeed,  but  on  Corpus  Chrifii  Day 
in  the  lame  Year,  I  was  wholly  Jet  free. 
Afterwards,  remembering  this  Fad:,  I  made 
my  Supplication  in  the  Gout,  (for  my  Fa- 
iter  had  produced  two  Inftances  of  Per- 
fons  thus  cured  of  that  Diftemper.)  And 
it  made  me  much  better,  and  foon  pcr- 
feftly  healed.  But  in  this,  I  had  Recourfe 
iikewife  to  Medicines''  —  Mr.  Wefley  a- 
■5  journ.  gain  5  **  This  Evening  I  received  two 
P- "9-  Blows.  But  both  were  as  nothing;  for 
tho'  one  Man  ftruck  me  on  the  Brcafi 
with  all  his  Might,  and  the  other  on  the 
Mouth  wth  fuch  a  Force,  that  the  Blood 
gufied  out  immediately;    I    felt  no  mare 

Fain 
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Pain  from  either  of  tlic  Blows,    than  if 
they  had  touched  me  with  a  Stra-vi:,' 

Here  is  peiibnal  Proof  of  his  Dodrine 
of  InfeJifibility,  and  that  "  the  Servants  of 
God  fiijj'er  nothing.''  Their  Feeling  is 
quick  enough,  when  there  is  nothing  to 
he  felt '^  but  let  them  have  a  IVound,  or 
Bloiv^  given  with  the  utmoji  Force^  their 
Senfafion  is  loll  j  'tis  but  the  gentle  Touch 
of  a  Straiv.  However,  I  give,  at  leaft,  as 
much  Credit  to  tlie  Relation  in  the  Bre- 
'viary\  ( in  iifum  Sarum )  that  "  when 
the  Officers  would  bind  St.  Clement  to  a  Nor.  2: 
Pillar,  in  order  to  whip  him,  they  found 
they  were  only  binding  and  whipping  a 
Poj] ;"  God  fubftituting  a  Log  of  Wood  in 
the  Place  of  the  Saint's  Body. 

§.37.  I  fliall  pafs  over  many  Tales  of 
this  wonderful  Nature  in  Mr.  Wejley's  Jour-^ 
?ialsy  and  proceed  to  confider  the  BulJk 
tind  Magazine  of  his  miraculous  Cures^  a- 
mong  his  fallings  convulfed^  or  otberwife 
tortured  Patients  j  in  which  his  great 
Strength  lies.  And  what  if  we  fliould 
deny  the  FaSfs  ?  I  mean,  fo  far  as  any 
Thing  of  Miracle  is  concerned.  Grounds 
and  Reafons  enough  may  appear,  even 
from  his  own  Accounts.  From  his  nu- 
merous Accounts  therefore  let  us  felcd:  a 
few  Inftunces  of  this  Kind. 

"  When 
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3  Journ.       cc  When 'he    (the  Newgate  Phyfcian) 
^'  ^'^'      faw  her   Body  and   Soul   healed  in  a  Mo- 
ment, he  acknowledged  the  Linger  of  God.'' 

p.  44.  —  ft  He  then  beat  himfelf  againft  the 
Ground  again  ;  Iiis  Breaft  heaving,  as  in 
the  Pa?7gs  of  Death,  and  great  Drops  of 
Sweat  trickling  down  his  Face.  We  all 
betook  ourfelves  to  Prayer.  His  Pangs 
ceafed^  and  both  his  Body  and  Soul  were 

p.  93,  fet  at  Liberty. '' — "  In  a  Moment  Godfpoke 
Peace  unto  the  Soul,  firft,  of  the  firft- 
tormented,    and    then    of    the   other."  — 

P-  95-  '*  L — y  C — r's  Agonies  fo  increafed,  that 
it  feemed  Ihe  was  in  the  Pangs  of  Death. 
But  in  a  Moment  God  fpoke,  flie  knew 
his   Voice,    and   both   her   Body   and  Sotd 

4  Journ.  ^^^^  healed.'" —  ''  Some,  whom  God  per- 
^'  ^  '      mitted  Satan  to  polTefs  with  Laughing  al- 

moft  without  ceaiing,  and  who  thus  con- 
tinued, for  two  Days,  a  Spe5lacle  to  ally 
were,  upon  Prayer  made,  delivered  in  a 
Moment:' 

Thefe  Cafes,  and  many  other  fuch,  (if 
Mr.  Wefley  ple;r.reth)  fhall  be  allowed  at 
prefect  to  ftand  upon  Account  as  injlajz- 
taneousy  miraculous  Cures.  Let  him  only 
give  me  Credit  for  a  little  Time.  To 
3  Journ-  thefe  he  may  add,  "  his  twenty-fix  Per- 
^*59-  fons  thus  affcded,  who  were  in  a  Moment 
filled  with  Peace  and  Joy:"  —  Item,  his 
Divine  Removals  of  Diforders,   where  the 

Patient's 
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Patic?ifs   Cafe   was    "    not  undcrjlood^    or  3  iou^"- 
falfely    deemed  Madnefs,  or   I^^^tural  DiJ-'^^]l*J^^' 
temper ',  or  their  being   pronounced  incu-f.'zS. 
rabley  or  ^ruv;z  ccer^    by  the  Pbyfician  ;   and 
tfee  Neceflity  of  a  better  Pbyfician." 

The  Legends  cf  the  Saints  are  fuch  Com- 
mon-place  Books  of  thefe  wonderful  Cures^ 
that  Cart- loads  of  Parallels  might  be  pro- 
duced.    Mr.   Wejley  fays,   "  he  hath  read 
that  furprizing  Book,  the  Life  of  Ignatius 
Loyola  J    furely    one  of  the  greatcft  Men, 
^f."     And   I   find  there  too   many  Pa- 
rallelsy    and  Jimilar   Exprefions,    to   make 
any  Doubt  of  it.     For,  "  when  a  Boy's  Bartol. 
Cafe  was  undertaken  by  a  Chintrgeou,    a"^'^'  ^S"- 
more  Jkilftd  Pbyfician  was   necefTary  ^  the^og^'^',,^ 
Boy  mud    be   healed  by  Ignatius.  —  An 443.  444- 
Epileptic  Woman,   biting  and  tearing  her- 
felf,  having  tried  Phy/icians  m   vain,    by 
imploring    the    Intercefjion  of  the   Man  of 
Gody  was  immediately  made  as  found  a?id 
free^  as  if  fhe  had  never  been  difordered. 

—  Another  receives  inftantancoiis  Cure  both 
cf  Soul  and  Body.  —  Another  grievoufly 
tormented,  by  promiiing  to  attend  Jgna- 
tius's  Cbapely  and  go  to  Confefjion^  wonders 
to   find  herfelf  cured  intirely  in  an  Infant. 

—  One  poff'cff'ed  by  the  Devil  was  perfecftly 
motionlefs  and fpeechlefs  j  then  again,  furious 
and  roaring.  Phyficians  afcribed  this  un- 
accountable  Diforder  to  the  black  Bile,  but 
in  Truth  many  Devils  had  fcized  her  j  and 
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after  her  Vow  to  St,  Ipiatius  they  all  tied, 
leaving   the   Woman   free  from  all  Com- 
plaints/' 5 —  Such   Numbers   of  miraculous 
Cures  may  be  broup^ht,  and  fo  highly  re- 
dounding to   the  Glory  both  of  Ignatius^ 
^nd  Mr.  Wejley^  that  one  Miracle  will  pro- 
bably^   and    unhappily,    be  turned   upon 
piyfelf.     Mr.  Wejley  has  got  fuch  a  Knack 
of  taking  an  Advaiitage^    that  I  fhall  fair-? 
ly    tranfcribe    the    Story^    before    he    can 
make  the  Application.     Bartolus  fays,    "  A 
Religious  of  a  certain  Order,  but  unworthy 
of  the  Religious  Habit,    being  envious  and 
incredulous,  took  upon  him  to  write  a  Sa^ 
tire  againfi  St.   Ignatius.     But  upon  look- 
ing back  on  what  he  had  written,   he  was 
furprized  to  find  that  his  HaJtd  had  wrote 
what  was  diredtly  contrary  to  the  Dictates 
of  his  malicious  Mind;  for  there  vvas  no- 
thing but   Traifes  of  Ignatius,    inftead  of 
Ahufes.     Thinking  there  muft  have  been 
fome  }dijlake,  he  takes  his  Ten  in  Hand 
again,  in  order  to  redlify  the  Error,  and 
vent  his  Wrath  \  and  again  his  Hand  could 
do   nothing,  but  fet  down  Traifes  of  the 
^aint,  inftead  of  Railleries.     A  third  Time 
repeating  his  malicious  Defgn,  he  was  dcr 
juded  in  the  fame  Manner.   Moreover,  Jlu- 
fid  end  angry  as  he  was,  while   he  was 
renewing  his  faprilegious  Attempt,  his  Pen 
jmnped  out  of  his  Hand  into  the  Middle  of 
fhc  FvOom,    and  his  Handy  turned  by  an 
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bccult  Power y  hit  .himfelf  a  great  Slovv  da 
the  Face  :  So  that,  at  length,  being  quite 
oPmrned  and  affrighted,  he  changed  both 
his  Stile  and  Mind  towards  the  Saint.'* 
'Tis  true  indeed,  that  I  liave  been  forced, 
as  it  were,  to  difplay  the  Corn  feat  ion  of  Mr, 
WeJJey's  Miracles  3  this  Moment  my  Pe?i 
is  in  my  Hand,  not  yet  leaping  out  of  it^ 
and  ready  ( contrary  to  my  Intention)  to 
make  a  fmall  Addition,  *'  A  pejlilent  Dif-  Bartot. 
eafe  raged  at  this  Time  j  fome  deadj  others  ^'  ^^  ' 
dying.  Apphcation  is  made  to  the  Fd- 
then  of  the  Society^  who  fend  the  Image 
of  St.  Ignatius  among  them.  And  from 
the  Time  of  this  Image  being  broiightj 
all,  who  implored  the  Saint's  healing 
Ha?2d,  grew  perfeCfly  well,  not  one  ex- 
cepted 5  not  even  thofe  who  were  in  Ex- 
tremes." Now  admitting  only,  (and  who 
will  deny  it  ?  )  that  Mr^  JVejley  is  thi 
Image  of  St.  Ignatius  5  he  will  afford  a 
like  Cafe.  ''  I  vifited  the  Sick.  Moil  of 4  V'^'^> 
them  were  ill  of  the  Spotted  Fever  -,  which,  P"  ^'* 
they  informed  me,  had  been  extremely  mor- 
tal \  few  Perfons  recovering  from  it;  But 
God  had  laid.  Hitherto  Jloalt  thou  ccme.  I 
believe,  there  v.'as  not  one^  where  we  were, 
.but  recovered." 

But  whatever  Miracles  Mr.  JVefey  nlay 

bring   to  Account  5   1  judge,  that   1   ought 

to  be  impartial,   and   make  proper  Deduc- 

jionSj  whatever  be  the  Event  j   though,  in 

Ee  a  Conle- 
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Confequence,  I  fhould  be  ?n'iracuUzed  into 
Dread  and  Shame ^  for  tarnifhing  his  Glory, 

§.38.    One  may  obferve  then,    that  a 
great  Number  of  his  Cures  were  very  im- 
perfeci^  and  oi  fhort  Continuance ;  and  that 
many  of  his  Tatients  grow  worfe  and  die  5 
all  from  his  oum  Accounts, 
3  Journ.       "  A  Woman  cried  out,  as  in  the  Ago^ 
pag.  24.    ^/^j  of  Death,     The  Minijler  of  the  Parifh 
told  her    Husband   flie    was    7nad.      The 
Fhyficians  blood,   blifler  her,    and  fo  on. 
Till  the  laft  Night,  He,  ivhofe  Word  was 
Jharper  than    any   two-edged  Sword,    gave 
her  a  feint  Hope,  that  he  would   undertake 
her  Cure."     Nor  is  any  more  faid  of  her. 
P.  a6.    —  "A  few  of  us  pray'd  for  him  5  and 
from  that  time    (as  his  Paretits  fince  in- 
formed  us)  he  had  more  refi  (altho'   not 
a  full  Deliverance)  than   he  had  had  for 
two  Years  before."      No  farther  Account 
P.  61.    of  him.  —  "^  Many  dropt  down  as  dead. 
'ihe  Fains  of  Hell  came  about  them.  —  We 
called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  gave  us  an 
Anfwer  of  Peace.     One  indeed  continued 
an  Hour  in  ftrong  Pain,  and  one  or  two 
more  for  three  Days.     Another  continues 
?.  68,  69.  fo  twelve  or  fourteen  Hours,''  —  "  Others 
were  eafed,   ^tho'   7iot  fet   at  Libe?-ty.''  -^ 
"  Another  in  a  defpairing  Fit  eafed,  but 
not  fet  (It  Liberty :\ 

«  A  Wa- 
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^"  A  Woman  catched  hold  on  me,  and  4  Jo«rn, 
fald  abruptly,  *  I  mull:  fpeak  with  vou,^-'^' 
and  will.— I  have  finned  againfl  the  Light, 
—beyond  Forgivenefs. — I  Iiave  been  a/r/: 
ingycAi  in  my  Heart,  and  blafphcming  God, 
ever  lince  I  came  here. — I  am  damned.  I 
am  in  Hell,  ^c:  I  defined  fome,  who 
had  great  Confidence  in  God,  to  join  \\\ 
crying  to  htm  in  her  Behalf.  Immediate- 
ly that  horrible  Dread  was  taken  away,  and 
fhe  began  to  fee  fome  Daivnings  of  Hope'* 
—  Another    is    left,   for    the  prefent,    in    P.  (>S. 

Peace."       «  Edward  W ill    feveral  4  journ. 

Days,    m  deep  Defpair.      We   cried    untoP-»=.  8j. 
God, — and  a  little  Light  flione  upon  him. 

Some   of  thefe  7?;-^;;o-^  Fits  are  of /£?;;^  3  joum. 
Continua?Ke,    and  gradually  removed  5    inP-6i,  ea^ 
others  we  find  frequent  Returns  and'i^^--^'"^* 
lapfes  J  in   fome  Vicijitiides  and  Inter-oah  of 
Rage  and  Calmnefs;    of  fudden   Defpair, 
and  as  fudden  Joy:  Some  grov/  better  by 4  Journ. 
Prayer,    others  ivorfe :  Some  lofe  the  UfeP'^^-^^ 
of  their  Limbs,  and  many  die.  ^. ';;;';,. 

My  Reafon  for  being  fo  particular  in 
thefe  Cafes  is  not  to  fix  any  Blame  on  Mr. 
Wefley  for  not  curing  all  his  Patients ;  or 
for  not  doing  it  immediately,  or  at  once^ 
&c.  — but  to  have  it  obferved,  that  all  13 
perfedly  confonant  to  the  Nature  of  Fits, 
as  of  Fc-oers,  Convulfions,  Hyflerics,  Epi'i 
lepfes,  Swoo:iings,  and  the  like  j  in  which 
we  need  no  Authorities  to  prove,  that  fome 

recover 
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recover  injlantly^  fome  not  without  lojigef' 
Ti?ne,  and  fome  never  ;  that  thefe  hits 
have  all  their  Natural  Periods^  fome 
longer,  and  fome  (horter  -,  Returns  fewer,  or 
more ;  Kemijjions^  hitermiJJionSy  and  lucid 
Intervals  j- —  different  according  to  People's 
different  Tempers  and  Diftempers,  or  the 
different  Kind  or  Degree  of  the  Diforder  ; 
•^ —  and,  I  may  add,  all  eafily  and  fre- 
quently counterfeited. 

Let  us  fee  Mr.  Wejley  reffore  inftanta- 
neoufly  a   withered  Army    a   Leg   that   is 
cut  off^  or  fupply  the  Defed:  of  any  Limb  j 
and   it    may    deferve    our    Confideration. 
But   little  Convidion  will  follow  from  his 
Creation  of  Miracles  out  of  Natural  Fits ; 
all   will   be   deemed   mere  Dijlemper^     A 
Power   of  working  Miracles  he   poiitive- 
ly  alTerts  j   "  God  fetting  his  Seal  to  their 
3  Journ.  Miniflry ;"  ^nd  "  fo   many  Living  Wit- 
pag.  40.   ^^g-^^  hath  God  given,  that  his  Hand  is  flill 
fir  etched  out  to  heal,  and  that  Signs  and  Won- 
ders are  even  now  wrought  by   His  Holy 
FaTt.App.Chiid  Jefus."     Nor  let  him   cavil  (as  he 
p.  i22-4.  j^^^-j^  done)  *'  that  thefe  Things^  feeming 
to  go  beyond  the  Power  of  Nature,  were 
yet  not   done   by  his  own  Power  or  Ho- 
linefs -J  but  by   the  Power  of  God-,*    and 
that  a  Methodift  Preacher  is  only  God's  hi- 
Jirument  in  the  Work.     For   which   even 
of  the  Apoftles  ever  claimed  more  ?    Nor 
is  it  any   great  Mark  of  his   Modefty^   or 
SelfDenialy  that    his    Prctcnfions   rife    no 

higher 
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higher    than   thofc    of  St\  Peter,    or    St, 
Pciiil. 

Greater  Things,  I  confefs,  are  perform- 
ed by   Poplp^   Saints;    and  I  have  fome- 
times  wondered  the  Roma7i  Breviary  fliould 
ftill  retain  fo    many  extravaga?it  and  fa- 
bulous Miracles ',^zs  tliat  concerning  St. 
Stanifaus,    "   whofe    Body    being   cut    toM.y?, 
TieceSy  and  his  Limbs  fcattered  about  the 
Fields,    were    all  afterwards  gathered  up, 
difpofed  in  their  proper  Places,  andfo  clofe- 
ly  and  exa^ly  joined  of  a  fudden,  that  not 
the  leaf  Traces  or  Marks    of  any  Wound 
atpearedr     But  'tis  Matter  of  no  Wonder, 
that  the  fefuits  and  Fra77cifca?2s  fhould  cry 
up  the  Miracles  of  their  Founders,  as  fu~ 
perior  to   thofc  of  the  Prophets  and  Apo^ 
fles ;    or  that  Lying  IFojjders  in   general, 
miraculous  Cures    and  Exorcifms,   are   the 
perpetual  Boafling    of  the  Man   of  Sin : 
To  bring  Inftances   would  be  fuperfluous. 
Let   them  enjoy   them  all,    as  a   Part   of 
their    indelible    CharaSfer -,    and    let    Mr. 
Wefey    triumph    in    his    Emulation-,    and 
hereby  draw  a  gaping,    flupid   Reverence 
from  his  ''  wild,  faring,  loving  Societies:'     .^^^^ 
Thefe  are  his  own   Words,   in  defcribing p.  75"/"' 
one  of  them ;  as  if  he  defigned  to  draw 
to  himfelf  Xh^t  Comparifon.     '■■  His  deadly^ 
Wound  was  healed,  and  the  World  wonder-  ^^''^''' 
cd  after  the  Beaji:\ 

§.  39.  Some- 


.     (  2i6  ) 

§.  39.  Something  more,  however,  may 
be  brought,  by  Way  of  DeduBion,  One 
fo  well  /killed  in  Phyjic  may,  for  the  moft 
Part,  make  a  probable  ConjeBure^  when  the 
Fit  will  be  off,  or  at  leaft  abate.  But 
fhould  it  continue  longer  than  was  ex- 
pelled, he  is  ready  with  a  Solution.  If 
(hort,  God  doth  it  immediately ;  if  lofig^ 
5  Journ.  God  delayctb  Relief ,  For  I  n fiance  ;  "  On 
P'  t)8.  feveral  Evenings  this  Week  many  were 
deeply  convinced  ;  but  none  were  delivered 
from  that  Painful  ConviBion.  The  Chil- 
dren came  to  the  Birth ;  but  there  was  not 
Strength  to  bring  forth.  I  fear  we  have 
grieved  the  Spirit  of  the  fealous  God,  by 
queflioning  his  Work  :  And  that  therefore 
be  is  withdrawn  from  us  for  a  Seafon.  — 
Two  more  were  in  frong  Pain,  both 
their  Souls  and  Bodies  being  well-nigh 
torn  afunder.  But  tho'  we  cried  unto 
God^  there  was  no  Anfwer,  neither  did  He 
as  yet  deliver  them  at  all."  The  Papifs 
have  the  fame  ready  'Turn,  when  the  Devil 
Tbyra:.  is  obflinate,  or  the  Fit  long.  "  For  the 
Sins  of  the  P of  ejje d  (omQtimes  deferve,  that 
they  fhould  not  immediately  be  deliver- 
ed from  the  Devils ;  and  fo  by  the  juji 
fudgment  of  Qod,  the  moft  effcacious  Ex^ 
crcifms  are  of  no  Service.  Sometimes  alfo 
the  Sins  of  others  not  pofcjj'ed  are  the  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Spirifs  Delay  j  they  wa?tt  Faith, 
and  full  Mope  of  obtaining  Deliver  (i7ice." 

For 
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For  another  Dedu5lion,   'tis   obfervablej 
'that,   in  fcveral   CaPjs  of  a  fettled   Difor- 
der,  Mr.  Wejley  doth  not  fo  much  as  at- 
tempt a   Cure-,    and    'tis    prudently    done. 
Where  the  Patient  hath  not  Tranfient  Fits, 
his  Power  faileth.       Thus,    "   I   was  de- 5  Journ. 
iired   to  meet  one  who  was  ill  of  a  very^  ^^' 
uncommon  Diforder.     She  faid^   *   for  fe- 
veral   Years    I   have  heard   a  Voice   conti- 
nually fpeaking  to  me,  curfing,   fwearing, 
blafphemingj  &c.     I  have  applied  to  Phy- 
ficiam^    and  taken   all   Sorts  of  Medicines, 
but  am  never  the  better  ?-^No,  replies  he, 
nor  ever   Will  till  a  better  Fhyfician  than 
thefe  bruifes  ^atan  under  her  Feet."  —  So  p.  79; 
again,  in   "  that  Inftance  oi  genuine  £«- 
thufiafm,    (and   in   Truth   diredl  Madnefs) 
when  J —  B — ,   of  Tmifield-Leigh,   came 
hollowing  and  fhouting  thro'  the  Town, 
driving  all  People  before  him,  and  faying, 
X^od  had  told  him  he  (liould  be  a  Kin^, 
and  tread  all  his  Enemies  under  his  Fectj 
i  fent  him  Home,  fays  Mr.  TVeJIey,    im- 
mediately to  his  Work,  and  advifed  him 
to  cry  Day  and  Night  to  God:'  —  This 
is   all    *'    that    is    faid,   or    done,  in   both 
Cafes.     The  Diforders  were  gone  too  far^ 
beyond  the  Parcxifrns  of  a  Fit  j   no  Laurels 
to  be  gathered  by  undertaking  a  Cure  of 
fuch    difficult    and  tedious   Operation.      In 
thefe  Circumftances    he    might  truly  fay, 
"  what   do   you  think   I    can   do  ?    And 
F  f  thL-rc- 


(  2i8  ) 

Thyrn:.  therefore  he  wifely  taketh  that  Advice  to 

Dasmo" 
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above  their  Strength :  To  which  is  added, 
the  Example  of  St.  Anthony,  who,  when 
a  Boy,  faid  to  be  poffejjed;  was  brought 
to  him,  immediately  knew  it  was  too  po- 
tent  a  Spirit  for  him  to  eje5i.  And  Pope 
Gregory  (Dialog.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  lo.)  (liew- 
eth,  that  the  Man  is  pofTefled  with  a 
Devil  himfelf,  who  dares  attempt  the  Eat- 
pulfion  of  a  Devil  in  a  Cafe  beyond  his 
Power,'' 

We  may  alledge  too  what  Irenceus  fays 
of  the  pretended  Miracles  of  fome  Heretics 
in  his  Days ;    "  They  cannot  drive  away 
all  Devils,  but  only  thofe  whom  the??ifelves 
have  put  in.'*     I  will  produce  the  whole 
PaJJdget  for  the  Sake  of  the  Comparifon  in 
Lib.  II.  feveral  Particulars.     "  Si??2on,  and   Carpo- 
^^P"  *''•  crates,  and  others  who  are  faid  to  work 
Wonders,  do  it  not  by  the  Power  of  God  r, 
nor  in  Truth-,    nor  doing  any  good;  but 
by  magical    Delufions   and    Fraud,   doing 
more  Mifchief  than  Benefit  to  the  credulous. 
Perfons,    whom  they  have  fiduced.      For 
they  can  neither  give  Sight  to  the  Blind, 
nor  hearing  to  the  Deaf  j  nor  drive  away 
all  Devils,    but  only   thofe   whom   thetn^ 
fives  have  put  in;  if,  however,    they  do 
even  this.  —  Much  lefs  can  they  raife  the 
Dead.";-- 

Whether 
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Whether  thofe  dreadful  Maladies  among 

the    Metbodiih  are  put  in   by   Mr.    IVeJlcy 

or  SatiTjj,  (tor   both   have   their  Claim)  I 

leave  themlelves  to  decide  at  their  next  Co?!- 

fere  nee. 

The  ExpreiHon  above,  of  doing  more 
Hurt  than  Good,  fuggefteth  one  J7iore  Dc- 
diiBion.  For  I  am  perfuaded  your  Method, 
Mr.  JVeJley\  hath  hindered  the  Cure  of  fe- 
veral  Perfons  j  if  not  occafioned  their 
Death.  After  your  contemptuous  Treatment 
of  Natural  Means,  and  the  Skilful  in  their 
ProfeJJion  as  all  Fhyficians  of  no  Value  • 
(though  both  ordained  by  God  to  give  Eafe, 
and  prolong  Life:)  —  After  your  calling 
Application  to  Natural  Means,  "  fend- 3  joum. 
ing  People  to  the  Devil  for  Cure;  toP-"^'^- 
Company,  idle  Books  and  Diverfions  \'' 
(v/hich,  with  Submiflion  to  your  fuperior 
Wijdom,  may  be  of  great  Ufe.)  —  What 
genuine  Methodifi  will  think  of  confulting 
the  Faculty ;  efpecially  as  Perfons  dilbr- 
dered  like  thofe  in  Methodifm,  have  from 
the  very  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  an  Aver^ 
fon  to  the  proper  "Remedies  ?  This  I  take  to 
have  been  the  Misfortune  of  the  Hitchens, 
who  were  as  genuine  Metbodiih  as  cam 
well  be  conceived  ;  plunging  into  the  Vi- 
cifTitudes  of  Light  and  Darknefs,  Prefump- 
tion  and  Defpair,  Faith  and  Infidelity , 
with  every  Peculiarity  of  w/A/  Fnthufuilnu 
Till  their  heated  Brains  threw  them  into 
F  f  2  that 
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that  Caknturc,  and  malignant  Fever y  of 
which  both  of  them  died.  And  not  a 
Word  is  mentioned,  in  the  Account  of 
their  Deaths^  of  Phyfician,  Apothecary  ^  or 
other  rational  Remedy  and  Affiflance. 

This  unnatural  ConduSi  may  perhaps  be 
defended  from  fome  Fopip  'Examples :  — - 
Spsvui.    ^5  Qf  that  n  Mo?ik,  who  being  very  in- 
Dift!"?!    firm,    fooHfhjy   confulted    the    Phyficians, 
Ex.  28.    One  Day  he  faw  the  Virgin  Mary   come 
with  a  Box  of  mofl  precious  EleSiuary,  and 
giving  each  Monk  a  Spoonful  of  it  with 
her  moft  fweet  Hand,  as  they  went  into 
the  Chapel,     Our   Monk  was  exceedingly 
rejoiced  at  this.     But  when  he  paffed  by, 
ihe  repelled  him  with  Indignation;  *'  Go, 
make  ufe  of  your  Medicines^  you  fhall  have 
none  of  mine^  feeing  you  apply  to  Fhyfi-, 
clans,  without  depending  upon  jnc,"     The 
Monk  bhijhedy  and  immediately  threw  away 
all  his  Medicines.'" 
Prseaig.         But,  on   the    other  Hand,    Wierus  ob- 
Up.  23.   ferves,  "  that  true   Exorcifts  ufed  firfl  to 
purge  the  PofTeiTed    from  the  black   Bile, 
and  other  pec(;ant  Humour s^  before  they  fet 
about   their  Conjurations.      And  he  gives 
Inftances   of  Perfons    perfedtly    cured   by 
fhyfiCy    when   no   Exoraftm  were  of  any 
Service."     And  a  more  genuine  Papif,  the 
Mall,     ji^iihor  of  Complementum  Art  is  Exorcijlicay 
Maief.    {in  Dc^rin,    11.)  owneth,    "  that   if  the 
Tom  Ult.jg^^^^;^  doth  iiQt  Call  in  a  Phxfician,  he 

'  Will 
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will  incuJ^  great  Danger.  I  myfelf,  faith 
he,  having  feen  fome  Exorcijls,  who  have 
killed  Men  for  Want  of  the  Phx/icians 
Advice i  to  the  great  Detriment  of  their 
Cofifciences.'" 

This  may  be  true.  And  yet  there  mi^ht 
be  greater  Danger  on  the  other  hand. 
For  as  far  as  Phyfic  fhould  bring  a  Ciire^ 
or  Ajfiflance^  fo  far  the  Reputation  of  the 
Exorciji  would  fuffer  Diminution.  And  if 
the  Patients  were  completely  cured-,  there 
would  be  an  End  of  all  their  extraordi^ 
nary  Prophecies,  Vifions,  Ajjurances,  and 
the  like,  which  they  utter  in  their  Fits ; 
—  an  End  of  the  Art  hereby  employed 
for  raifing  a  jjcw  SeB,  or  a  7iew  Saint ;  an 
End  of  miraculous  Claims.  Both  Papiji  and 
Methodiji  muft  be  very  fenfible  of  fuch 
unlucky  Consequences.  Were  Matters  brought 
to  this  Pafs ;  who  fliould  ecjlatically  pre- 
diB  the  flourishing  State  of  the  Society  f 
Who  fee  their  Relations  in  Heaven  ?  Who 
have  Chrijl  and  Angels  attending  them  at 
their  Death  f  Who  abound  in  Revelations  9 
So  that  in  Proportion  as  the  dijiempered 
Per/on  is  relieved,  the  Methodiji  is  lojl. 
And  to  what  Purpofe  then  have  they 
made  all  this  Noife  ? 

In  this  View,  one  might  as  well  advifc 
the  moft  effeClual  Rej?iedy  of  all ;  that  of 
never  coming  among  the  Methodijls,  by 
Way  of  Prevention  -,  or  leaving  them,  by 

Way 
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Way  oiCurey  or  turning  off  their  Leader', 
This  happened  to  be  the  Event  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Nims  of  KeJiiorp,  before  re- 
Wicr.  lated ;  "  the  Perfon  who  firll  brought 
P'  4°4'  thofe  Jlrange  CGirculfwmy  and  uncommon 
Dijlenipers  among  them,  and  fpread  the 
Contagion^  no  fooner  married^  and  apojla-* 
tizedfrom  the  Society^  but  the  Fits  imme- 
diately ceafed  in  the  Nunnery,  and  there 
was  ]io  more  Occafion  for  Exorcijuu^  or 
other  yi!/»^r;MY/^r^/Interpofitions." 

In  Cafes  of  Wither  aft  too,  fudden  and 
flrange  Cures  are  faid  to  be  effedied  by 
the  Death  of  the  Witch.  The  Uiftory  of 
c  Vol.  Witchcraft  fays,  f'  Another  Thing  worthy 
F-  3^-  pf  Notice  is,  that  the  Execution  of  fome 
that  Jiave  lately  died  hath  been  imme- 
diately attended  with  a  flrange  Delive- 
rance.— By  the  cruel  Effed;s  of  Witchcraft, 
and  Force  of  the  Devil,  many  poor  Peo- 
ple have  been  driven  into  Dcfpair,  their 
Minds  being  puzzled  with  fuch  Buzzes  of 
Atheifm  and  Blafphemy ,  as  have  made  them 
even  run  diflraBed  with  Terrors ;  who 
have  wonderfully  recovered  upon  the' Death 
of  the  Witches."  Immediately  follows  a 
particular  Inftance  of  two  Witches,  who 
making  the  Roo7n  light  by  their  corning  in, 
tormented  a  poor  Woman  into  DifiraBion ; 
but  upon  their  Execution  ilie  was  prejent^ 
ly  and perfe^ly  recovered,'' 

§.  40.  But 
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§.  40-  But,  becaufe  I  would  favour 
Mr.  Wejlcy,  as  far  as  the  Nature  of  the 
Cafe  will  admit ;  Let  us  for  once  fuppofe, 
that  he  hath  adually  performed  feveral 
7niracnhus  Cures j  and  removed  from  many 
oi  his  Followers  the  Djo/i  horrible  Dij'^ 
crden.  But  let  biin  likewife  remember, 
that  he  brought  thefe  CaLmities  upon 
them  bimfelj]  (unlefs  Satan  muft  bear  a 
Part)  and  "  Jincck  them  to  the  Earthy 
(where  they  roared  under  Agonies  beyond  all 
Defer iption)  by  the  Strength  of  his  Preach- 
ments :  And  that  upon  careful  Examina- 
tion ,he  found,  that  all  of  them  {fiot  one^ 
he  think?,  excepted)  were  Perfons  in  per- 
feci  Health,  and  liad  not  been  fubje(^t  to 
Fits  of  any  Kind,  till  ibus  affecledr  And 
then  the  Account  will  ftand  thus.  *'  Af- 
ter trailing  them  through  a  Series  of  Tor- 
tures, he  fet  them  down  jufi  where  he-  took- 
them  lip,  and  left  them,  as  he  found  tbefn:*-- 
Which  may  ht  iUuJh at ed  by  a  Story  from 
Plutarch,  De  Socraiis  Genio.  "  One  Ti-Vo).  U. 
marchus  had  a  Mind  to  go  down  into^^-  ^*''- 
the.  £)t7i  of  Iropljonius  I  after' performing^^^^" 
the  previous  Cercmo7jies,  Having  conti- 
nued there  two  Nights  and  one  D.-.V,  he- 
returned  very  chcarful,  when  his  Friends^ 
had  given  huii  over  for  loft>  aiwi  related' 
many  uw7^fr/«/ Things  that  he  >had  fef^y^ 
and  heard  he   faid,  (I  ufj  hisozi'n  JFord^Y 

that. 
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that,  on  his  firft  Defcent  into  the  Oracular 
Deny  he  fell  into  a  horrid  Darkiiefs  j  then 
taking  Refuge  in  Prayer  and  Vows^  he 
lay  in  that  Condition  for  a  long  Time ; 
not  well  knowing  whether  he  was  awake, 
or  in  a  Dream.  It  feemed  as  if  his  Head 
was  violently  fmitten^  with  a  Noife  attend- 
ing, and  the  Sutures  of  his  Skull  feemed 
to  open,  as  if  his  Soul  was  making  its 
Exit.  Afterwards,  being  brought  into  a 
purer  Air,  he  began  to  breathe  again  af- 
ter a  long  O/'/r^/cw,  ^2Jh  firetched  owty  and 
grew  bigger  than  he  was  before,  like  a  Sail 
filled  with  Wind.  Then  he  heard  over 
his  Head  a  fmall,  but  very  fweet  Voice ; 
and  looking  up,  he  faw  Earth  no  more^ 
but  an  infinite  Number  oi  finning  Iflands^ 
as  a  foff  Fire,  and  delightfully  varying 
their  Colour s.-^Bat  upon  lookifig  downwards, 
there  appeared  a  large  Chafm  very  terrible 
and  deep,  full  of  a  turbulent  and  confufed 
Darknefs.  Whence  were  heard  ten  thou- 
fand  Roarings,  and  Groaiis,  and  Howlings 
.  vf  Children,  and  Men  mingled  with  Women, 
•and  all  Manner  of  tumultuous  Noifes.  This 
terrified  him  extremely.  Afterwards,  a 
Perfon  not  feen  by  him  before  (hewed 
him  the  Region  of  Proferpina,  bounded 
by  Styx,  and  the  Road  to  Plell,  which 
makes  the  Souls  that  defcend  thither  roar 
out  for  Fear,  Pluto  immediately  feizeth 
fome,    who  f?ik  for  ever  j  but  other  lejs 

defiled 
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defiled  Souls  emerge  again,  and  return  to  a 
fccofjci  Birtb.  Then  the  Perfon  bad  him 
'  be  gone'  But,  fays  Timarchus^  *  tui  ii  - 
ing  to  fee  who  it  was  that  fpoke  to  me,  I 
was  again  feized  v/ith  a  violent  Head-ach, 
as  if  compreiTed  by  Force  ;  and  fo  lojl  my 
Senfes^  that  I  knew  nothing  of  what  was 
about  me.  But  in  a  httle  time  recoverijig^ 
I  found  myfelf  at  the  Entra?2ce  of  Tro^ 
fhouiuss  Den^  ivhere  I  fir  ft  lay  down." 

It  may  be  fome  Satisfa(5lion  to  the  Un- 
learjied  Reader  to  have  fome  Explanation 
of  Tropbonhtrs\  "Den.  Which  I  fliall 
do  by  a  Literal  Tra?iftation  from  Panfa- 
nias.  .  Baeotic.  Cap.  39.  —  Plutarch.  Ed. 
Par.  Vol.  II.  Pag.  944.  Philoflrat.  Vit. 
Apollonii^  Lib.  8.  Cap.  19.  Scholia  in  Arifi- 
tophanem.   Nub.  verf.  508. 

"  This  Trophonius  was  a  crafty  Fellow, 
and  exceffively  vain-glorious ,  and,  though 
born  of  a  common  Mortal,  feigned  him- 
felf  to  be  the  Son  of  Apollo,  He  mride, 
with  the  Affiftance  of  his  Brother,  a  fub- 
terrancan  Cave,  or  Den-,  where  he  deli- 
vered Oracles  to  fuch  as  were  wife  enough 
to  confult  him.  The  Confulter,  by  way 
of  Initiation,  muft  firfl  prepare  himfell\ 
by  oblerving  a  Courfe  of  Chajlity  for  cer- 
tain Days ;  and  by  offering  Sacrifice  to 
Trc/  honius  j  the  Scuthfayer,  or  Prieft,  look- 
ing diligently  into  the  Entrails,  [as  tiic 
Vi^itns  of  ^Mcthodifm  muil"  hav6  their 
G  g  H£arts 
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Hearts  open  to  Mr.  Wefley,    without  any 
Marnier  cf  Referve^]  that  he  may  thence 
judge  of  the  Perfon's  Fitnefs,  and  whether 
he    may    defer ve    to  receive    an  Anfwer. 
Thus   prepared   he  approacheth   the  De- 
Jcent^  (for  fo  the  Den  is  called)  and  lays 
himfelf  down  at  the  Entrance^  called  the 
f acred  Mouth,     Then,  in  a  Moment^   he  is 
jnatched  aivay,  and  hurled  down,  he  knows 
not  how,  Head  and  Heels  contraBed  toge- 
^  ther,    into  the   vaft  fubterranean   Cavern. 
Here  he  is  fo  terrified  with  Roarings,  that 
he  falls  a  Roaring  himfelf  j  or  elfe  is  quite 
Jlupejied,    and   almojl  fefifelefs.      Then   he 
hath  the  Sight  of  fome  prophefying  Dra-r 
gons,  or  Serpents  ;  whofc  Wrath  he  muft 
appeafe  by  fome  Cakes,  or  Bifcuits,  (which 
they  mull  bring  with  them  for  that  Pur- 
pofe)  that  he  may  not  be  too  unmercifuL 
He  gets  his  Aiijwer,  and  becomes  a  Rro- 
phet,  partly  from  what  he  feeth,  and  partr 
ly  from  what  he  heareth.     This  is  what 
Suidas   termeth    the  Ludicrous  Jllufions  of 
jn  Voce   ^rophoniui  under  Ground.     All  do  not  con- 
'  tinqe  there  for  the  Jame   Space   of  Tiime, 
nor  come  out  the  fame  Way  ;  there  being 
divers  Communications,  Windings  and  Holes 
to  creep  out.     When  the  Ccnjidter   is  re- 
turned, ajionijhed  ?i^  he  is,  the  Priefts  im- 
Kiediately  place  him  upon  what  is  palled 
the  Seat  of  Memory,  •  where  they  examine 
)^m\)  as  tp  what  he  hath  feen  and  heard, 

and 
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and  then  fend  him  Home,  flill  pofTefTcd 
with  great  Amazement  and  Terror ;  neither 
knowing  bimfe/f,  nor  others  about  him. 
[Hence  Mr.  JVeJley  may  have  learned  his 
Pradtice  of  a  careful  Examination  on  his 
Patient's  Return  from  their  horrible  Fits.^^ 
But  in  a  little  time  he  recovers  his  SenfeSy 
and  fometimes  his  Faculty  of  Laughing. 
For  very  few  were  ever  known  to  laugh 
afterwards,  being  difmayed  either  by  Hor- 
rors of  the  Place,  or  the  Bitings  of  the 
Serpeiits,  Whence  arofe  the  Proverb,  of 
7i  four  and  morofe  Man,  "  He  hath  been 
in  Trophonius\  Deny  It  was  neceflary 
for  all,  who  returned  from  the  Dcfcent\ 
to  preferve  Memorials  of  what  they  had 
feen  and  heard,  on  2,'written  Table''  [Their 
yournals  have  been  puncf^lual  in  this  alfo.] 
And  Faufanias  faith,  "  that  he  doth  not 
give  this  Account  upon  Hearfay,  but  upon 
perfonal  Knowledge,  having  himfelf  dejce7id- 
ed  to  co7ifult  the  Oracle.''  Thus  far  my 
Authors. 

When  the  God  Trophonius  was  dead^ 
(fDr,  it  feems,  he  Jlarved  himfelf,  in  or- 
der to  claim  his  Manfwn  in  the  Skies)  "  his 
Succefjors  in  the  Den,  and  who  carried  on 
the  Trade,  were  certain  Demons^  called  Tro- 
phoniadcB,  who  were  properly  Inhabitants  of 
the  World  of  the  Moon,  but  came  down 
hither  to  fuperintend  their  Oracles."  Thus 
Plutarch,  and  likewife  elfewhcre,  ''  that 
Gg  2  the 
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Vol.  II.  the  Sihih  Voices  were  heard,  and  they 
P'  ^^^*  fling  out  their  Prophecies,  while  they  were 
whirled  about  in  the  Orb  of  the  Moon'* 
Whereby,  I  fuppofe,  he  would  infinuate, 
that  thefe  Oracle-mongers  were  a  Sort  of 
Ijiinatics. 

By  thefe  References  I  am  fenfible  how 
much  I  have  again  expofed  myfelf  to  the 
Cenfure  of  not  keeping  to  my  Title-Page, 
which  mentioned  only  Methodifs  and  Fa- 
pijis.  But  a  Comparijon  from  Heathens  may 
be  as 


§.41.  Mr.  Wefley  will,  without  Doubt, 
take  the  Ad'wantage  of  my  Suppofal ; 
"  that  he  hath  ad:ually  performed  feveral 
miraculous  Cures''  But  this  was  only  a 
Suppofal.  And  perhaps  he  will  foon 
complain,  (and  not  without  Reafon)  that 
I  am  explaining  his  Miracles  away.  For  if 
we  underftand  by  a  Miracle  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary and  wonderful  Effed:,  as  can 
be  wrought  by  God  alone  ^  (whatever  Infru^ 
fnents  he  may  ufe)  for  the  Manifeftation 
of  his  Power,  or  Confirmation  of  fome 
Divine  MelTage.  - —  In  this  ftridl  Senfe,  I 
muft  abfolutely  withdraw  my  Suppolition. 
But  if  we  underlland  by  Miracle  fuch  ex- 
traordinary and  wonderful  EfFed:s ,  as 
created  Beings  are  permitted  to  caufe,  for 
Inllance,  Diabolical  and  Magical  Opera-^ 
tions  i— -or  thofe  furprizing  EffecSs,  which 

Mafi- 
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M^fs-PrieftSy  Mountebanks,  Jugglers,  and 
other  Impojlors,  can  work  by  Slight  of  Hand, 
and  Imporition  upon  the  Senfes ;  —  or, 
again,  fame  unufual  and  flrange  Operations 
within  tlie  Po<u;ers  a?id  Laivs  of  Nature^ 
though  unknown  to  us :  —  I  forefee  no 
Inconvenience  in  any  of  thefe  lower  Senfes, 
in  allowing  the  Suppofition.  Becaufe  ihefe 
Operations  arc  no  Proof  of  a  Divine  Mi-Jjion^ 
but  rather  prove  the  contrary. 

§.  42.  Let  us  enquire  therefore,  what 
Sort  of  People  have  ufually  deceived  Man- 
kind by  fuch  Means ;  and  particularly  with 
Refpcdt  to  iniraciiiotis  Cures. 

Both  Antients  and  Moderns  are  fald  to 
have  performed  Wonders  of  this  Nature  by 
Natural  Magic,  or  a  profound  Knowledge 
of  Phyfical  Remedies.     Such,  they  tell  us, 
is  the  *'  Agnus  Cafius,  or  Chafie  Lamb-,  a    Pli'n. 
Shrub   efficacious   in  Hyjlerics,  Phrenzies,^}^'^^-^  . 
^nd  Bit iijgs  of  Serpents ',    and    which  theTheophr. 
Women,  in  their  Celebration  of  the  MyJierieSy^°^^^* 
ufed   to  carry  with  them  to  preferve  their  ^"  ^  ^' 
Chafity."  — Such  is  the  Herb  Hypericum, 
called  alfo  St.  fohis-wort,  and  Scare  De-    wier 
vii',  good  in  Madnefs,  Vapours,  Melancholy,  Prjciiig. 
or  raving   Fits,    Dillempers  of  an  unac-  P"  ^5'* 
countable  Nature,  and  coming  without  a 
manifeft  Caufc  ;  but  particularly  potent  to 
cure  Perfons  pojle/fed,  and  drive  away  the 
Devil,     But  thole,  who  u lb  it,  are  gene- 
rally 
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rally  Vagabond  Cheats^  or  Agents  of  Sdtan, 
CompT.  or  fometimes  real  Hypochondriac^''     PopiJJj 
p.  lo,%^--^^^^'^y^^  recommend  it  as  efFedual,  in  Con- 
jundtion  with  their  Adjurations,   for  put- 
ting Satan  to  Flight." — And  to  remove  all 
Raym.    Doubt,  "   Pope  Alexander  I.  fo  engaged, 
Lib.  2.   and   commanded   the    Priejis   to  ufe  this 
de  Quin-  Herb  of  Grace,  for  thQ  fanSfifying  the  Peo- 
'^  ^^^'     pie,  and  driving  av^ay  the   Snares   of  the 
Devil.''     Taylor   Poleinic.  p.  334.  —  And 
Don  ^ixote,  I  remember,  talked  of  fome 
Balfams  of  that  fovereign   Nature,    as    to 
heal  all  Wounds,    particularly  of  Knights 
Errant.      But  as    thefe   Secrets   have  not 
fallen  v/ithin  the  Compafs  of  my  Studies, 
and  I  would  hot  injure  the  Regular  Phy-' 
fician,  I  have  done  with  them. 

Among  Pagans  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  their  Stories  of  Dijiempers  cured 
V.  Max.  l^y  their  Dcemom.     Such  as  that  of  "  Efcu- 
Cap.  8.   l^plus,    another    Spurious    Son   of  Apollo^ 
creeping  to  Rome  in  the  Form  of  a  Serpent^ 
and  immediately  relieving  all  from  a  mor- 
Paufan.     t^l  Difeafe  :  —  And  that  of  Bacchus,  who 

Saeotic.  -^  ,-^        .  ,     -r,        ,       .  Ill 

Cap.  34.  not  only  gives  out  Prophecies,  but  hath 
Remedies  at  Hand  for  all  Dijiempers  ;  both 
which  are  performed  by  one  of  his  Infpired 
Priefs.'* — Such  v^'Qvq  ih^  Agyr tec,  or  Va~ 
gaboud  Prie/is  ofCybele,  who  llrolled  about 
with  the  Marks  of  their  Goddefs  upon 
them,  gathering  a  Maintenance  under  Pre- 
tence of  Gifts   to  Cybcle ;  for  which  they 

prom  i  fed 
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promifed   a  high   Degree   of  Hcp.Ith    atid 
Profperity.'. — Such,  in  later  Times,  are  the 
beggiiig  Saints  in  Turkey^  who   (as  Bf//br-'Ep\S..IlU 
quins  relateth)  ramble  about  under  various 
Appearances  and  Arts  of  Sanctimony y  — 
Such  again  the  Ta?nuli^  and  others  in   In- 
dia,    who   are   a   Sort  of  Magicians,    and 
play   the  fame   Pranks  as    do  the  Romijh 
Mifionaries,   or  cur  Method ijis.     This  Ac- 
count we  have  in  the  Hijiory  of  the  Evan- 
gelical  Mijjion,  lately  publiflied  by  Prcfefjbr 
Fra?2cks.     "  Thefe  Men,  (who  are  called  p_  ^^ 
Enchanters^  Dcjil- Drivers^   and  Prophefy- 
ers)  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  Power  of 
driving  away  Evil  Spirits  by  the  Help  of 
other  Deemons^  or  Tutelary  Deities.    They 
work    Miracles,    and  difcover   Secrets,    by 
the  Herb  Gangia,  which  throwcth  them 
into  divers  vehement  Agitations,  and  pro- 
duceth    terrible  Effeds.      Though    often 
'tis  only  a  counterfeit  Fanatical  Madnefs -, 
and    the  Delufion  hath   been   detected. — 
They  affirm,  that  if  they  ftrongly  fix  their 
Thoughts  upon  any  one  Thing,  and  firm- 
ly believe  it  to  be   God   himfelf    or   that 
Godisprefent  there,  he  really  is  fo.  Whence 
'tis  no  Wonder,  that  they  infifi:  fo  much 
upon  Faith,  and  promife  Ajfurance  of  Sal- 
vation and  Pardon  of  Sins  to  all  that  have 
this  Faith  ;  altho'  they  want  the  other  re- 
quifite  Qualifications.  Their  Penitence  con- 
fifts   in   Fafiingi,    JVatching^^  Pilgrimages, 

Macera- 
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Macerations  of  the  Body^  and  leaving  their 
families.  They  direA  Cbejls  to  be  pro- 
cured, facred  to  their  Idols^  to  contain  their 
Gains  in  ftrolHng,  and  enjoin  abfoiute  Obe^ 
dience  to  th'e  Priejl^  as  well  as  Co-nfejfion 
to  him.  And  if  any.  contra^i  a  Dijlemper 
by  any  Hardships  in  following  them,  they 
promife  ample  Reward  by  a  future  New 
Birth.  Their  Self-Severities  are  fo  great, 
as  to  carry  away  all  the  Glory,  which  Po- 
pi/h,  and  other  Sai?ttliiigSy  propofe  by  af^ 
Jii5ling  the  Body.  And  by  obferving  what- 
ever their  God  Bruma  imprinteth  on  their 
Brain,  they  fliall  be  ingiilphed  into  the 
Deity. — But  fo  far  are  thele  Penitents  from 
acquiring  Humility  by  their  corporal  Seve- 
rities, that  highly  fwelled  with  Pride,  they 
defpife  all  others,  as  unworthy  of  their  So- 
ciety, who  no  longer  feel  any  carnal  De^ 
Jires.  Among  thefe  Penitents  there  is  no 
Scarcity  of  evident  Deceivers.  —  They  are 
wont  to  boafl  much  of  their  Prayers,  and 
attribute  to  them  variouSy  wonderful  Effe5is 
in  curing  Difeafes,  driving  out  Serpents  and 
Evil  Spirits :  And  they  have  feveral  ap-- 
proved  Remedies  to  expel  Sin,  PoJJe/Jions  and 
Witchcraft:' 

Of  the  fame  magical  Kind  are  the  won- 

Vit.  Ap-  derful  Performances  oS.  Appollonius  TyaJtceus, 

poi.Lib.i.jjg  related  by  Philoflratus,  in  Oppojition  to 

''^"  ^'    the  Miracles  of  Chri/i..  (Unlefs  the  whole 

Account  be   mere  pinion.)     **  When  his 

Mother 
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Mother  was  with  Child,  (he  had  a  ftrange 
Fi/jon  of  the  God  Proteus^  famous  for  turn- 
ing himfelf  into  "carious  Forfns -^    who  faid 
to  her,  *  I  am  Proteus,  and  you  fhall  bring 
forth  t?te.     For  Proteus  was  very  JJjifting 
afid  crafty,   and   {o  quickly  changing  into 
another  Shape,  that  he  could  not  be  caught >, 
And  the  Progrefs   of  this    Difcourfe    will 
fhew,   that  Apollonius  was  a    greater  Pro- 
phet  than  Proteus,  and  could  better  extri- 
cate himfelf  from  almoft  infuperable  Difh- 
culties,  when  reduced  to  a  Non-phis,'     He 
was  admired  for  Miracles,  PrediBiotis,  ex^ 
pellitig  Devils,    &c."      The  fame   Author    vit. 
mentions  one  Antiochus,  a  Man  of  Infupe-  Sophift. 
rable   Bile,    who  often    had   Converfations     ^  ^' 
ivith  Efculapius,  who  taught  him  the  Art 
cf  Healing." 

§.  43.  The  farne  Pretences  afid  PraBices 
were  common  among  the  Principal  Here-^ 
tics  in  the  Primitive  Church.  Let  Simon 
Magus  hrft  make  his  Appearance,  "  whoAa.  8.  9: 
ufed  Sorceries,  and  bewitched  the  People  of 
Samaria,  giving  out  that  hitnfelf  was  fome 
Great  One.  To  whom  they  gave  Heed,  — - 
faying.  This  Man  is  the  Great  Power  of 
God." —  ''  Becaufe  he  could  not  obtain  the 
fame  Gifts  of  Healing,  and  carting  out 
Devils,  with  ApoJUes,  having  710  Part  or 
hot  in  this  Matter ;  from  Ambition  and 
Avarice  he  became  a  Dealer  in  Mogic^ 
H  h  ufing 
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ufing  Incantations  and  Exorcifms,   and  pre- 
tending to  work  divers  Miracles.     He  car- 
ried  about  with  him  his  Mijlrefs  Helena, 
whom  he  called  the  Jirji  Co?2ception  of  his 
Mindy  and  initiated  into  his  Myfteries  -,  and 
it  was  one  of  their  hieffable  Secrets  to  Jiun 
and  amaze  the  Minds  of  the  Hearers,  and 
caufe   a   Sttipefa&ion,   Lofs  of  Senfes,    and 
Madnefs.     After  rendering  them  infenfate, 
he  raifed  Fhantafms  and  Apparitions,    of 
no  Stability  or  Duration  j    and  perfuaded 
his  Followers,  that  they  were  like  Jefus, 
•and  had,  by  a  Sort  of  Circulation,  the  fame 
Soul  with    him.      He    could    aiTume    the 
Shape  of  a  Serpent  y  iliew  himfelf  with  two 
Faces,    io  as  not  to   be  difcovered  j    had 
even  the  Peculiar  Privilege  of  transform- 
ing himfelf  into  whatever  Shape  he  pleafed. 
Sometimes,  under  a  Pretence  of  Kindnefs, 
he  would   invite  People   to   a  Feafi,   and 
there  bring  upon  them  divers ^r^;?^^  Dif- 
eafeSy   and    cruel  Devils,     But   to   fet  all 
Right  again,   He  pretended  to  fly  into  the 
Air,    and    bring  down    all    Sorts  of  good 
things.''     That   I   vary  not   in   the  lead 
from  Hijlory,  any  one  may  fee,  that  will 
confult    Irenceus,    Lib.  I.    Cap.  20,    and 
Lib.  IL    Cap.   t^j,    Eujebius   Ecclef.  Hift. 
Lib.  n.  Cap.  13.   Nicephor,  Calliflus  Hift. 
Lib.  n.  Cap.  27,  cum  multis  aliis. 
Lib.  I.        Irenceus  gives  an  Account  of  "  Marcus, 
^*  *  ^'a  Difciple  of  Sim.  Magus,  who  muft  needs 

imprcvi: 
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improve  upon  his  Ma/kr.  Mingling  hidi- 
erous  Dehifiom  with  the  Wickednefs  of 
Magic y  he  was  thought  hereby  to  'work 
Wonders  among  Perfons  deprived  of  their 
Senjhy  and  gone  out  of  their  Mind.  So  that 
he  jeduccd  Numbers  of  Men  and  Women, 
making  Converts  to  himfelf  as  the  moll; 
knozi'i?!gy  moil:  perfe^,  and  endued  with 
Power  from  an  High  : —  A  true  Forerunner* 
of  Antichrift.  For  he  would  turn  the  Eu- 
charifical  Wine  into  Bloody  and  thereby  do 
Miracles  ;  whereby  he  drew  after  him 
7niferable  Wofnen^  and  drove  them  to  Mad- 
nefs.  By  the  Help  of  a  Damon  he  pvophe- 
fyed  alfo,  and  made  as  many  as  were  wor- 
thy to  partake  of  bis  Grace  to  prophefy 
likewife,  efpeclally  Rich  Women,  whom  he 
would  thus  flatter,  ^  Partake  thou  of  wv 
Grace,  becaufe  the  Father  always  feeth  thy 
Angel  before  bis  Face.  But  the  Place  of 
thy  Greatnefs  is  in  me.  It  behoveth  us  tvco 
to  become  one. — Behold  Grace  is  come  upon 
thee,  open  thy  Mouth,  and  prophefy." 
Til  en  by  frefli  Invocations  he  ftrikes  her 
into  an  Amazement  and  Stupor .  The  Woman 
thus  puffed  up  and ftultified,  becomes  heated 
into  an  Opinion  of  lier  Beginning  to  pro- 
phefy J  and  when  the  Heart  heats  ftrongl^% 
grows  bold,  fhe  talks  delirioufy,  utters 
whatever  ra^j  aiid  light  Things  come  up- 
permoft ;  the  Soul  growing  audacious  and 
imt7iodeJty  by  being  heated  li-ith  empty  Air, 
Hh   2  Then 


(  236  ) 

Then  fhe  alTumes  the  Title  oi  2i  Trophefefs ', 
rewards   her   Infpirer  with   Prefents,   and 
even  with  the  Communication  of  her  Body, 
defirous  of  being  united  to  him   in  every 
Refped:.     Others,    who  are  Proof  againfl 
SeduBion^    avoid,    anathematize ^    and    fly 
from  this  wild  Society.     The  fame  Marcus 
abufeth  many  Women  with   Philtres,    and 
other  Allurements^   inflaming  them  into  a 
Loije  of  him.     His  Difciples  take  the  fame 
Method  of  f educing    Women y    and    caUing 
themfelves  the  Perfedi  Ones,  as  if  the  Apo* 
jiles  were   not  equal  to  them,    who  alone 
have  drank  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Vnfpeakable  Power  ;  Whence  they  are 
free  to  do  any  Thing,  having  no  Manner  of 
Fear  in  the  leaft.     Some  of  thsfe  deluded 
People  returned  to  the  Truth,   and  openly 
confeflfed  their  Error-,  others   ajhamed  of 
what  they  had  done,  withdrew  themfelves 
Jplft.  75.  privately."— Among  6*^.  Cyprian's  Epiflles 
s        is  one  to  him  from  Firmianus,   giving  the 
following  Account.      *'  A  certain  Woman 
hath  ftarted  up  here,  who  in  Ecflatic  Fits 
would    pretend    to   be    a    Prophetefs,    and 
fhe  adted  thus  as  being  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl.     She  was  fo  aduated  by  the  Power 
of  fome  Principal  Damons,  that  for  a  long 
Time  fhe  deceived  the  Fraternity ;  and  per- 
forming   fome    wonderful   and  portentous 
Things,  fhe  engaged,   x^tX  fl^e  would  fhake 
th  Earth,     By  which  Lies  and  Brags  fhe 
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brought  the  Minds  of  many  into  a  Refo- 
lution   of  following   her  with   an  implicif 
Obedience ;  particularly  a  filly  Pricft^   and  a 
Deacon,  fo  far  as  to  be  her  Companions  in 
Bed  ;    which    was    afterwards    detedted." 
Upon  which   the  Commentator  obferveth, 
'  that    the    Faith    is    feldom    adulterated^ 
without  the  Projlitution  of  Chafity'     And 
as  to  the  Boaft  of  f:aking  the  Earth  %  the 
rapturous  Bonrignon^  (Light  rifen  in  Dark- Part  ill. 
ncfs)  hath  the  fame  Power  from  Heaven  :^"«^  '5- 
<*  Itwasiliid  to  me,    Thou  ffmlt  fl:ake  the 
Earthr      And   fhall   Mr.    Wefcy    be  lefi 
powerful?  "  In  mufing,   (faith  he)  upon 3  JouriL 
which  Words,   my  Soul  was  fo  enlarged,^"^  * 
that   I    could  have   cried   out,    *  Give  me   . 
where  toftand,  and  1  will fhake  the  Earth.'' -^ 

§.  44.  Having  in  thefe  Relations  a  little 
deviated  from  the  Point,  concerning  Exor- 
(ifms  and  miraculous  Cures  ;  it  may  be  pro- 
per  to    fupply    that  DcfeB.  —  T'ertullian,  Apolog. 
fpeaking    of   the    Pagan    Dcemons,    fays,    P'  ^^' 
"  They  are  evidently  very  beneficent  in  the 
Cure  of  Diftempcrs ;   J  or  they  firft  do   the 
Mifchief  and  then  prcfcribe  a  Remedy,  won- 
derfully new,    or  of  a  contrary   Tendency : 
after  which  they  ceafe  to  torment,  and  then 
are   thought  to  cure,    &c."      Wierus  hath 
a  Chapter   or   two,    "  Upon    the  Devil's  Praeflig. 
healing   Difeafes  only    by   ceafing  to  tor-^'''-4" 
ment,"     And  gives   for  d.  Reafon  of  fuch,^,' 

Kindnefs, 
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Kindnefs,  that  *  he  doth  it  to  encourage 
idolatry,  or  Jome  ivicked  DoBrine,'"  Kq- 
cordingly  the  Devil  was  fo  good  as  to  keep 
his  Word  with   one   of  Mr.   Wejlefs  To/- 

5  l^^rn.  fejed ;  "  U  Hf,  Mv.  Wejley^  comes,  I  will 

f *  ^  *  let  thee  be  quiet,  and  thou  {halt  be  as  if 
nothing  ailed  thee,  till  he  is  gone,"  Such 
Encouragement  doth  Satan  give  to  Metho- 
difm,-^  Such  another  Inftance  we  have  of 
the  Devil's  Kindnefs  in  Mr.  Wejlefi  Ac- 
count of  that  miferable  Woman,  who  faid, 

3  Journ.  *'  She  had  given   herfelf  to  the  Devil,  &c. 

P-  92-      and  then  began  praying  to  the  Devil,     But, 
at  laft,  *  in  a  Moment  God  [poke  Peace,  and 
Jlilled  the  Enefny   and  Avenger.''     If  this 
was  an  A6i  of  Goodnefs  in  Satan  ;  the  Au- 
thor of  the   Compl.  Art.  Exorcijl.  hath  a 
Parti.    'Parallel  Cafe,  "which,   he  faith,  happen- 

l?o<Slr.  8.g^  ^Q  himfelf.  '  While  I  was  exorcizing 
a  Woman,  named  Ifahella,  I  commanded 
the  Devil  to  defcend  into  the  little  Nail  of 
her  left  Foot.'  The  Devil  anfwered,  '  I 
will  not  do  this,  unlefs  you  requeft  it  ci- 
villy.' We  then  contended  together  a 
long  while  ;  he  in  the  Strength  of  his  ow?i 
Tride,  and  I  in  the  Name  o^  Jefus-,  fo 
that  the  Evil  One  hoped  to  come  off  Vic- 
torious, and  added  fre/h  tortures  to  the 
afHi(5led  Woman.  At  length,  grievoufly 
tired,  having  fought  for  five  Hours,  by 
God's  Infpiration  I  took  up  the  'Tabernacle ^ 
in  which  was  the  Eucharifl^  and  putting 

it 
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k  on  the  Woman  i  Heady  cried  out  feveral 
Times,  and  with  a  loud  Voice,  *  Miferi- 
cordia  Signorc'  When,  to  the  Aftonifh- 
ment  of  all,  the  Devil  went  aivay^  and 
paid  Obedience."  A  rare  Inftance  of  Ex- 
orciftical  Virtue. 

But  if  Mr.  Wejley  chufeth  to  fay,  that 
^atan  in  this  Ca(e  was  Jlilled  by  his  Pray- 
£r,  rather  than  the  Good-will  of  the  ivicked 
Spirit,  —  I  muft  be  contented  with  a  Pa* 
rallely  or    two,   from  Popifi  Recoveries  of 
Contrails   inade  ivith  ^atan.     Ignatius  is  a 
fure  Card  on  thefe  Occaiions.     "  A  young  Barto?, 
Man  having   by  formal  Covenant  pawned  P-  44<*' 
his  Soul  to  the  Devil;  he  was  hereby  en- 
abled  to    perform    divers  Things,    either 
truly,    or   apparently,    miracukus.     After- 
wards, grievoufly  convinced  of  Sin,  he  ap- 
plies to  the  Jefuits  for  Deliverance,    and 
they  to  the  Protedlion  of  their  Fcz^/^^^'r.  The 
young  Man  is  advifcd  to  make  an  equally 
formal  Abjuration  of  the  Devil;    which  he 
did,    full   of  Horror  and  Trctnbling,    and 
ready  to  be  choaked.      The  Abjuration  is 
laid  upon  the  Altar  of  Ignatius' %  Chapel; 
foon  after  a  Sort  of  hifjing  Sound  is  heard 
by    all    the   Company ;     and    the    Devil 
came,  (feen  by  one  of  the  Jefuits)  brought 
buck  the  Contra6l,  put  it  under  the  Altar- 
Cloth,  and  then  vanifiied.     Glory  was  given 
to  God  and  St.  hnatius." 


We 
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We  read  another  fuch  Tale  in  thg 
Vita  Life  of  St,  Gertrude,  "  A  certain  Man, 
Gertrud.  ypon  fome  profitable  Conditions,  made  an 
exprefs  Covenant  with  the  Devil  to  deliver 
himfelf  up  to  him  on  fuch  a  Day  and 
Place.  The  Lady-Saint  took  what  Pains 
Ihe  could  to  refcue  the  wretched  Creature. 
But  the  ContraEl  was  abfolutey  and  go  to 
the  Devil  he  mnft,  and  will.  She  then 
permits  him  to  make  good  his  Engage- 
r'p.'>^^^  provided  he  would  take  her  with 
him.  Accordingly  he  takes  his  Horfe,  the 
^aint  mounted  behind  him,  and  prefents 
himfelf  to  Satan.  But  no  fooner  did  he 
fpy  St.  Gertrude^  but  he  relinquifheth  his 
Prey^  and  takes  to  his  Heels,  utterly  a-* 
baaied.'* 

§.45.  It  hath  been  a  pretty  common 
Notion,  that  he  who  can  put  the  Devil 
in,  can  likewife  pull  him  out.  An  Ex* 
ample  or  two  of  this  I  have  given  before. 
And  as  Mr.  Wefley  hath  fufficiently  tri^ 
lunphed  in  having  this  Power  over  the 
Methodijls ;  it  reminds  me  of  the  famous 
tuclan.  Impojlor  Alexander y  in  Lucian.  *'  He  had 
Aiexan.  ^  good  Capacity^  but  made  an  ///  TJfe  of 
it;  was  exceeding  rr^j^',  active,  bold,  and 
expofing  himfelf  to  Dangers  and  Hard-* 
Jhips.  He  took  upon  himfelf  to  be  the 
Succejjbr  of  ApoiloTiius  Tyanceus  -,  fet  up  an 
Oracle^  uttered  Prophecies,  engaged  to  free 
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the  World  from  Difeafcs ,  Fejiiknces^ 
Earthquakes,  &c.  All  who  gave  no  Credit 
to  him,  thofe  efpecially  who  expofed  his 
ImpoJlureSy  he  calumniated  and  damned,  as 
Atbcifts  ajid  Cbrijlians ;  and  by  fuch  Arts 
pillaged  almoft  all  the  Roinan  Empire.  One 
of  his  Tricks  was  this :  He  put  a  young 
Serpent  into  a  Goofe-Egg^  the  Cracks  being 
artfully  cemented -^  and  the  next  Day  out 
he  comes,  fliaking  his  loofe  Lccks^  and 
mounting  his  Rojlrum,  proclaims  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  City\  who  fhould  foon  receive 
a  PrefeJtt  God.  Nearly  the  whole  City, 
Men,  Women  and  Children,  were  afTem- 
bled,.  and  flood  Jlupijicd,  prayings  and 
adoring.  The  Oracle-moiiger^  having  mut- 
tered out  feveral  Things  concerning  Apollo 
end  EfculapiuSy  broke  the  Goof e- Egg ^  and 
out  flarts  the  Se?'pe?it^God,  to  the  Amaze- 
ment of  the  SpcBators,  who  loudly  pro- 
claimed their  Happinefs.  Away  goes  the 
Prophet  with  the  ne'w-born  Efculapius^  the 
T'-jDice-born  j  and  the  fecojid  Ti?ne  out  of  a 
Goofe.  All  the  People  follow  him,  full 
of  Enthufiafm,  and  mad  'with  ExpeBation.— 
The  Scrpe?2t  very  foon  grew  into  a  huge 
Dragon.'' 

The  Hlpry  of  Witchcraft,  (as  I  could 
eafily  (hew )    affords   Parallels    to    almo'.t 
all  the  Circumjlances  of  Metbodifm ;    parti- 
cularly as  to  the  horrible  Parts  of  it.     "   It  Vol  ir. 
appeared  upon  the  Examination  cf  Bridgefi-  *^- 
I  i  Bifop, 
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BiJ}:op,  that  thofe  bewitched  by  her  were 
cruelly  tormented.  If  Ihe  did  but  caft  an 
Eye  on  them,  they  were  prefently  Jiruck 
dowHy  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  there 
could  be  no  Deceit  in  the  Matter.  But 
as  foon  as  JI:e  touched  them  with  her 
Hand,  when  they  lay  in  their  Swoons,  they 
would  immediately  revive^  and  not  upon  the 
Touch  of  any  one  elfe,  Befides,  upon  fome 
particular  Adtions  of  her  Body,  they  pre-- 
fently  and  painfully  fell  into  the  like  Pof- 
tures. —  She  had  faid  too,  *  that  fhe  could 
not  he  troubled  to  fee  the  Afflided  thus 
Vol.  II.  tormented."  —  "  Again,  we  hear  of  their 
^'  2^"  knocking  down  with  a  Look,  and  then 
making  the  Afflidted  rife -,  and  their  ap- 
pearing fometimes  cloathcd  with  Light.'* 

Others,  however,  are  of  a  different  Opt- 
nion ;  and  maintain,  that  "  One  Devil, 
Wizard,  or  Witch,  can  countcraB  the  Deeds 
of  another,  and  perform  Curei  in  Oppofi- 
tion  to  him.  This  they  argue  from  the 
different  Powers  and  Subordi?jations  among 
ijcicked  Spirits,  Horace  plainly  is  of  this 
Sentiment, 

s  Fpod.  ^h.  Ah  !   Sohiius  amhidat  Fenefcae 

Verf.  71.        Potentioris  Car?}iine, 

inllkroc. Euftbius  fays,  that  "  Apollonius  cured  Dif- 
<^ap«  3^-  tempers,  and  expelled  Daemons  in  this 
De Pa/gin. Manner,  one  Devil  by  the  Help  of  another.'* 
Cap,  3.    —  Sennertus  bringeth  fome  Examples  of 
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Pcnons  relieved  by  Conjurers  and  hichan- 
ters,  when  grievoufly  tormented  by  WitcJ)es. 
—  In  the  iiijlory  of  Witchcraft,    "  there  is  2  ^'o^- 
much  Talk  of  a  white  Witch,  as  alfo  of  a  ^'  ^~' 
'white  Angel,  who   would  fomctivtes  rcfcue 
Children  from  the  Witches ^ 

If  we  get  i^mong  Papijls  ;    Binsjield  h\s 
it  down  as  a  *'  certain  Rule,  that  a  fuperior  Qoi\^cU. 
Wizard  can  cure  the  Mifchiefs  which  an  ^^'^*- 
inferior  one   hath   caufed; — and   that   a  P'^'^'' 
Wizard  can    fometimes   cure    DiJIempers, 
which  the  Phy/ician  either  knows  not,  or 
can't   cure."  —  The  ^uthor    of  Complcm. 
Art.  Exorciji.    fays,  "  Devils   will  fome-Doftr.  r, 
times  be  thus  falutary,    in  order   to  gain 
Souls  to  thcmfehes,   and  obtain  Dii'ine  Ho- 
nour, of  which   they  are  very  Ambitious.'* 
''  I   myfelf,    fays   he,    faw   and   heard   a 
Witch  confefs,   that  though  fhe  had  hurt^ 
ed  many,  yet  flic  had  cured  others,   De- 
moniacs and  difiempcrcd    People,     by   /«- 
cha-ntments ;  and  tlien  did  Homage  to  Lu- 
cijcr,  the  Greater  Angel,'' — Thyrcvus  proves  D.Tmon. 
the  Dodrine,   of  Devils  being  expelled  /bcr'sj". 
Devils,  by  divers  Infbances  of  Magicians, 
who  made  a  Trade  of  this  Practice.     Such 
were    thofe    mentioned    by   St,    Gregory. 
(Dialog.    Lib.    i.  Cap.  10.)   Who  under- 
took  to  free  a  noble   Lady   from  a  Devil, 
by   magical  Inchant merits.     And  they   rf- 
ally  did  free  her.     But .  in  the-  mean  time 
they  opened  a  PafTagc  for  a  whole  Legion 
I  i  2  of 
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of  unclean  Spirits  to  enter  into  her.     And, 
By   the  Jiijl   Judgment   of  God^  from  that 
Time  Hie  was  agitated  by  as  many  ftrange 
Motions,    and  broke    out  into   as    many 
Cryings  and  Roarings,  as  {he  had  Devils 
within  her."  — r  In  general,  'tis  a  known 
Cafe,  xh2X  wicked  Men  h2iVQ  done  Miracles 
of  this  ISIature.  - —  And  that   Popery   may 
not   go   without  its   Share    of  the   Black 
Art'y    I  (hall   here,    (to   fave   myfelf  the 
Trouble  of  confulting  the  Originals)  tran- 
fcribe    a    few    PafTages   from    BrocMesby%. 
P.  3cS.   Gojpel-Theifm.     "  The  Miracles  of  the  Le- 
gendary's Lives  of  the  Saints  feem  to  be  of 
the  fame  Charadter  ;  not  wholly  fi^itiouSy 
but  in  Pa^t  Realities  j  but  fuch   Realities 
that  are  no  better  than  the  Feats  of  Magic, 
Of  the  Catalogue   of  Popes  no   lefs  than 
four  and  twenty  are  faid  to  be  addided  to. 
the  Magic  Arts.-^Fafciculus  ^emporim  re- 
porteth,  that  in  the  T^enth  Century  Magic, 
and   the   Art  of  making  Charms,  and  be- 
witching  People,    was    almoft    the    only 
Gale     Learning  of  the  Priefts.  —  In   Bpain  they 
•^'"Sgs'"  call  thefe   Curers   of   Difeafes,    Enfalmosy 
and  in  that  Country  the  Learning  of  Magic 
was  fometime   allowed   and  profefjed ;  for 
in  the  Academy  of  Salamanca  they  taught 
both  Theurgy    and  Goety   in    the   Publick 
S.chools.'— Magic  is  no  Stranger  at  Rome,     A 
iSifbop  very  dear  to  Pope  Nicholas  V,  was 
hewitched  into  an  incurable  Difeafe ;  where- 
upon 
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upon  Application  was  made  to  that  "Pope 
to  grant  a  Dtjpcnfation  to  a  Witch^  who 
undertook  (if  it  might  be  allowed)  to  be- 
witch her  to  Death,  that  had  bewitched 
the  Bijkop.  The  Pope  granted  the  Difpen- 
fatioTty  and  the  Bufinefs  was  done ;  the 
Witch  firfi  dicdy  and  then  the  Bijhop  re-> 
covered''  Now  if  any  have  caufed  finu- 
lar  Effeds  from  fimilar  Principles,  they 
may  think  ihtiz  Method  warranted  hy  thii 
Papal  Difpenfation, 

§.  46.  But  "  hold,  fay  the  Mdhodip, 
and  Mr.  Wejley,  you  are  running  too  faft. 
We  are  a  Se^  of  Saints  :  Our  Teacher  per- 
forms thefe  Wonders  by  Chrifiian  Methods, 
by  a  Divine  Power  in  the  Name  of  J  ejus ; 
and  efpecially  by  Sacred  Hymns  and  Prayers,'* 
Their  real  Saintjhip  I  am  not  much  in- 
clined to  own.  But  as  to  Matter  of  FaEi  5 
Mr.  Wejley  hath  fo  often  aflerted  miracu- 
lous Healings,  and  cajling  out  Devils,  to 
have  been  the  Effect  of  his  (fometimes 
jointly  with  his  Followers)  Religious  Offices, 
Prayer  in  particular,  that  there  is  no  Oc- 
cafion  of  citing  exprejs  PaJJages.  Nor  need 
1  difallow  his  Account,  —  any  farther  than 
may  be  colle<!led  from  the  foregoing  De- 
duBions. 

I  will  venture  likewife  fo  afTurc  him," 
that  I  entertain  a  very  high  Notion  of  a 
piejjing  attending  on  all  Religious,  Chrif- 
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fta?i  Exerdfis ;  more  efpecially  of  the  Pre^ 
''jakncy  of  Prayer,  towards  removing  the 
feveral  Miferies  incident  to  Human  Life ; 
—  higher  ftill  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  fervent 
Prayer  of  a  Righteous  Man^  approaching 
his  Maker  with  the  requifite  Scriptural 
Salifications.  And  yet,  I  fliould  deem 
it  an  unwarrantable  Prefuwption,  even  in 
2,  Righteous  Man,  to  exped:  a  Miracle  im- 
mediately upon  his  Petitions  ;  or  pretend 
to  know,  that  a  fupernatural  Remedy  will 
follow,  and  that  in  a  Moment.  As  a  pro- 
per Salification,  I  {hould  require  better 
Principles,  Temper  and  Behaviour,  than 
can  as  yet  be  difcerned,  in  one  who  feems 
fond  of  being  thought  a  Cunning  Man ;  — 
or  in  the  Body  of  his  Dijciples  •  a  large 
Part  whereof,  I  fincerely  believe,  to  be 
Perfons  of  as  hitter  a?id  turbulent  a  Spirit, 
as  any  at  prefent  in  the  Nation.  Uncom^ 
mon  Claims,  and  pretended  Marks  of  Saint  - 
Jhip,  are  by  no  Means  wanting  -,  but  the 
genuine  Marks  of  a  Chrifiian,  to  me  at 
jeaft,  are  ijivifible.'Not  would  they  be 
Ribaden.  injured  by  a  Comparifon  with  "  St.  Ca~ 
Rom!^'  thcrine  of  Sienna ;  who,  being  in  an  Ecftacy, 
i^pr.  3c.  ouv  Lord  came  and  imprinted  upon  her 
lii^five  Wounds ;  but  the  Marks  were  in- 
terior^ and  did  not  appear  outwardly.  This 
Favour  was  granted  to  lier  gfeat  Humility, 
which  moved  her  to  obtain  of  Heaven, 
that  the  Marks  might  iirA  be  feen.''  —  No 
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Poubt  but   we  fliould  have  iv/Wf  Preof^ 
were  the  MethoJi/ls  to  fubmit  to  St.  Clara  s 
Operation;  "  whofe   Body  being  opened^  Baling, 
and  her  Hearf  dijj'ctfed,  the  Reprefentation    "^"  '^' 
of  Chriji's  Pqffion  appeared  as  plainly  as  if 
it  had  been  car'-jcd." — 

If  I  am  not  eafily  impofed  upon  by  f.v- 
traor dinar y  Fretenfiom  of  this  Nature  ; 
fome  of  my  Rcajons  may  appear  from  the 
following  Examples.  That  it  was  no  un- 
common Thing  among  the  Jews  to  tife . 
Curious,  (i.  e.  Magical)  Arts^  in  order  to 
remove  IDifeafeSy  and  drive  out  Demons ; 
and  even  by  the  moft  feemingly  Holy 
Means,  we  have  Proof  from  Scripture* 
Thus,  in  the  ABs  of  the  Apojlles;  "  then  Chap.  i(> 
certain  of  the  Vagabond  Jews,  Exorci/h,^'^^^^^^' 
took,  upon  them  to  call  over  them  that 
had  evtl  Spirits,  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
ye/us,  &c."  —  The  fame  Game  we  find 
carrying  on  in  St.  Aujiins  Days :  "  Ei'ilTcm.  q. 
Spirits  are  pleafing  themfelves  with  the  |:^"- ^'^"" 
Shadow  of  Honour,  while  they  deceive  the 
Followers  of  Chri/i :  So  far,  my  Brethren, 
that  thofe  who  /educe  by  Ligatures,  Pray- 
ers,  and  the  Tools  of  Satan,  mingle  the 
Name  of  Cbrifl  with  their  Inchantmcnts. 
Becaufe  they  can't  fcducc  by  plain  Poifon, 
they  add  u  little  Honey  to  make  the  per- 
nicious  Draught  go  down.  Whence,  to 
my  own  Knowledge,  even  the  Jmpoftor 
Pallenius   liath    been    calltd  a   Chrijiian," 

The 


(  248  ) 

Pag.50:  The  Tame  Father  writeth,  "Concerning 
Miracles  done  by  Heretics  :  "  Pontius  hath 
done  a  Miracle  ;  and  Donatiis  hath  prayed^ 
and  received  an  Anjwer  Jrom  God.  They 
are  either  Deceived^  or  Deceivers.  But 
God  hath  cautioned  me  againft  thefe  Won- 
der  -  mongers  (  mirabiliarios  )  Matt,  xxi v, 
24.  T^here  Jloall  arife  Falfe  Prophets,  whd 
JJjall  fiew  great  Signs  and  TFonderSy  &Ci 
Whether  thefe  Marks^  with  which  they 
are  figned,  be  any  thing  to  their  Advan-^ 
tage,  is  to  be  confidered  by  him,  who 
would   not  be  terrified  and  deceived.^' — » 

Ehchirid.  The  fame  Writer  again  j  "  Such  Super ^ 
^P-^^'  fiitious  Arts  are  full  of  peflilent  Curiofity^ 
and  tormenting  Anxiety.  By  the  Devil's 
Craft  they  happen  differently  to  different 
Men,  according  to  their  own  Apprehen- 
fions  and  Prefiimptions.  For  the  Great 
Deceiver  knows  how  to  procure  Things 
agreeable  to  every  Man's  'Temper,  and  en* 
fnare  him  by  his  own  Sufpicions  and  Con^ 
fcnt. 

Thus   St.  Chryfofio??ie  applies  to  one  of 

Homil.zi.thefe  Dz//d'i;  "  You   make  ufe  of  Liga- 

Ad  Pop.  lures  and  Charms^  introducing  fome  old, 
^"°^  ■  drunken^  reeling  Woman  into  your  Houfe* 
And  are  you  not  afhamed,  don't  you 
blulli,  to  run,  trembling  and  aJioniJJoed  2,^X^1 
fuch  Pradtices  ?  The  Plea  is,  that  the  Wo- 
man is  a  Chriftian,  and  utters  nothing  but 
the  Na?n€  of  God,    Which  very  Thing 
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incrcafeth  my  Averfion  to  yoU ;  becaufe 
'tis  perverting  the  Name  of  God  to  the 
blafpheming  of  God  J' — 

Origen  againft  Celfm   faith,    "  that  the    Edit. 
Word  Sabaotb  was  of  common  Ufe  in  ///-Spencer. 
chantments  ;"  where  you  have  a  great  deaP'  ^  *" 
more  concerning  ivonderful  Cures  by  Sacred 
Names.  —  And   if  you  look  into  JVuIferi^2,g,  57. 
I'heriaca  Judaica,  you   will    have   enough 
of  ?nagical  Miracles  and  Cures  performed, 
by  Virtue  of  Sacred  Names^    among  the 
Cabbalijiic  Jews  i   particularly  by   the   h^ 
communicable   Name^    Jehovah,   ajid  Shetn^ 
Hamphorafchy     And,  as  Count  Zinzeridorf 
has   it   in   his    Elegant   Moravian   Hyfrnis^ 
(Hymn.  59.) 

No  Angel  is  fo  bold  and  rapo^ 
But  quakes  at  thy  Shemhamphorafh. 

Hierocles  attempts  to  defend  Apolloyiius^ 
as  delivering  Prophecies,  raifing  the  Dead, 
and  working  other  Miracles ; —  not  by  In-- 
chantments,  but  a  Divine  Operation.    "  In-Phiicft. 
chanters,  (whom  I  account  the  rnoft  mi-^''^-  ■'^P* 
ferable  of  Men)  fome  of  them  by  tortur-^' ^^^' 
ing  Spirits,  fome   by  barbai-ous  Sacrifices^ 
or  by  Chartning  Verfes,  and  VnBions,  boafL 
that    they    can    make    Fatality  change  ,ifs 
Purpofe.     But  Apollonius  followed  the  De- 
crees of  Pate  in  his  PrediSiions,  and  pro- 
"K  k  pkefed. 
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phtfiedy  not  as  a  Magician^  but  frorfi  what 
the  Gods  had  revealed  to  him," 

Our  Friends   of   the    Papacy  boaft    of 
Thoufands  of  Cures^   &c.    by   Means   of 
Prayer,  in  Gonjundlion  with  their  Adjii^ 
ratio7iS  and  Conjurations.     Thyrceus  hath  a 
Dxmon,  long  String  of  fuch  Performances.     "  One 
Cap  46   ^^^    refcued  about  fourteen  hundred  from 
'  the  Devil,  by  thefe  Means,  ^c'*  [Which 
is  the   fame    Number   with   Mr.  Wejlef^ 
Patients  falling  into  Fits.     This  was  many 
Years  ago,  fo  that  the  Number  muft  be 
prodigioufly   increafed  by  this  Time.]  — 
Damon.   Bodinus  wuKtih,  "that  ont  Barbara  Do^ 
Cap.  5.    rea,    ( who   was  burned    for    Witchcraft) 
confelTed,  that  ihe  had  unbewitched  feveral 
whom  flie  herfelf  had  bewitched,  and  cured 
them  by  applying  an  Inchanted  Dove  to 
their  Stomach,  uling  this  Form,  *  In  the 
Name  of  the   Holy  Trinity,    St.  Anthony, 
and  St.    Michael,    may    you  be  cured  of 
this  Evil  J  and  let  Mafs  be  faid  for  nine 
Days.'     No  True  Catholic,  but  will  highly 
approve  oi  this  Method."  In  the  fame  Chap- 
ter he  confirms,  (by  the  Authority  of  the 
Writer  of  Malleus  Malef.)  the  Story  of  the 
Indulgence  granted   to  the  Conjurer  by  P. 
Nicholas  V."     Nor  can  I  deem  the  ejia- 
blifhed  Roman  Ritual,    De   Exorcizandis, 
any  low  Degree  of  Profanenefs ;    whereby 
every   cheating   Exorcifi    is    authorijed   to 
carry  on  his  horrible  Conjuratio?tSj  (I  ufe 
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their  own  Word)    in  the  Name^    and   by 
the  peremptory  Commands  of  the  Holy  7V/- 
nity  i    adding  tlie  Commands  of  their  Fic- 
titious Sai?its. 

I  am  not  here  charging  Mr.  Wejley 
with  the  Guilt  of  Magic.  But  what  I 
Iiave  faid  on  this  Article  may,  I  think, 
lerve  for  a  Caution  againfl  Delufion  -,  and 
may  fufiice  to  create  a  ju/l  Sufpicion  of  Im- 
pofiure^  or  at  leaft  of  Enthujiafm ;  when 
Men  fet  up  with  more  than  ordinary  Sajic- 
tified  Fretenfions ;  and  that  the  Undertak- 
ing of  miraculous  P  erf  or  f nances  by  the  moft 
Sacred  Najnes,  is  not  always  to  be  de- 
pended on  ;  efpecially  where  the  Operator 
himfelf  is  a  Perfon  of  dubious  Character. 

Nor  need  we  be  much  concerned,  whe- 
ther his  Relations  of  his  many  miraculous 
CureSy  and  driving  out  Devils^  be  true  or 
falfe.      For  we  may  fafely  adhere  to  the 
Words  of  St.  Aufiny  De  Unitate  Ecclefia, 
"  The  Dojiatijh    contend    for    Tj'uth  onTraa.  In 
their  Side,    becaufe    Fontius  and  Donatus^"^^-  ^'  ^ 
did  fuch  and  fuch  TFojiders^  or  xhzy  pray^ 
and  are  heard -y  or,  this  and  that  extraor- j,-^^^jgj-"£^ 
dinary  Thing  happeneth  among   us ;    or, Plant, 
that   Brother^    or  that   Sifter  of  ours  had?- '54- 
fuch  a  Vifony  or  fuch  a  Dream.     *  Kemo- 
veantur,    fays  he,  Away  with   thofe  Fig- 
ments of  Lyi?7g  Men,  or  Portents  of  De- 
iuding  Spirits.     For,  either  what  they  fay 
is  not  true ;  or  if  fome  Miracles  are  really 
K  k  2  done 


(    252    ) 

done  hy  Heretics^  we  ought  to  be  the 
jBore  upon  our  Guard.     Becaufe  our  Lord 

J^^w^-  hath  faid,  '  There  fhall  arife  Falfe  Pro- 
^^'^'  ^'^'  phets,  and  they  fhall  fhew  great  Signs  and 

1  Tim.  Wonders^  &c.'  And  St.  Paul,  *  In  the 
latter  Times  fome  fhall  depart  from  the 
Faith,  giving  heed  to /educing  Spirits,  aJid 
DoSlrines  of  Denjils ;  fpeaking  Lies  in  Hy* 
pocrify^  &c.'     And, 

Multi  Deo  irafo  exaudiwitury 

the  moft  fpecious  Appearances  of  Sanc^ 
tity  and  Godlinefs  need  not  ftagger  us  ;  be- 
caufe the  Man  of  Sin  was  to  come  under 
a  two-fold  CharaSler  ^  of  a  Hypocrite^  and 
a  Miracle-monger, 

I  mentioned  Hymns,  as  having  particu- 
larly an  Effed:  in  the  Methodifls  Jirange 
Diforders  ;  whether  Dijiempers,  or  Pof- 
fejjions.  When  that  defpairing  Creature 
5  J«urn.  was  horribly  raving,  *'  JVe  began,  fays  Mr. 
Wefley,  —  Arm  of  the  Lord,  av/ake,  a- 
wake  !  She  immediately  funk  down  as 
afleep.  But  as  foon  as  we  left  off,  broke 
out  again  with  inexprejfibk  Vehemence, 
And,  as  far  as  I  can  obferve,  it  is  their 
ufual  Method,  to  fet  up  a  general  hud 
Singing,  in  thefe  Cafes  j  for  which  there 
may  be  feveral  Reafons,  For  Mufc  and 
Noife  have  a  natural  Effed:,  both  to 
roife  thofe  who  lie  quiet y  and  to////  thofe 
who  are   ohfireperous.      In    another   fuch 
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Cafe,  "  The  Company  not  only JingSj  but 
even  in  Prayer^  I  fpoke  as  loud,  fays  Mr. 
We/ley\  as  I  ufually  do  to  three  or  four 
thoujand  People y  If  fomething  extraor- 
dinary was  not  expedted  from  Noijc^  what 
Occafion  of  beins;  fo  very  loud?  Verfe  and 
Song  have  always  been  efteemed  mod 
powerful  y  and  thence  the  very  Word, 
Charm y  is  but  the  Englifh  of  Carmen^  a 
Verje,^ 

Carmine  Bii  Superi  placantur.  Carmine  manes. 

The   Reafons  given  by  Authors^  why  the  PJ"^^'"^^- 
ancient   Oracles    were  delivered  in    Verfe,  „  °  '  ^  * 

3  p.  4-"7' 

and  not  in  Profey  is  becaufe  Verje  is  more  De  Pyth. 
pompous  and fonorous  y  and  likewife,  to  ere- ^^^*^"^' 
ate  a  Notion  of  Infpiration  from  Apollo  : 
The  fitteft  to  raife  a  reverential  Horror  in 
the  Mind,  or  to  wrap  up  an  Ambiguity. 
The  Perfons,  fays  Plutarch^  who  -have 
brought  the  greateft  Difgrace  upon  Poetry y 
are  that  execrable,  thicvifj  Set  of  Circum- 
foraneous  Strollers,  the  Priefls  of  Cybele  and 
Iris  -y  fome  of  whom  from  their  own  Com- 
pojitionSy  or  by  Lots  from  certain  Writings^ 
deliver  out  Oracles  to  Servants  and  Women, 
who  are  moft  taken  with  Verfe.  For 
which  Reafon  principally,  Poetry  making 
h(ixidi2iProJiitute  to  Cheats,  Conjurer Sy  and 
Falfe  Prophets,  was  driven  from  the  Tripod 
ofrruth.[\ 

As 
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As  to  other  Evils,  of  a  different  NatiirSy 
among  the  Methodijls,  fach  as  their  falfe 
and  prefumptiwus  Imaginatiom  of  Affurance^ 
owned  by  Mr.  Tfhitejield  -,  and  the  ftrange 
*  IViles  of  Satan  J  as  well  as  tnere  empty 
Dreams  of  a  heated  Imagination  ;"  —  for 
thefe  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Wefey  can  find  a 
Cure.  The  fewiflj  Talmud  fays,  *'  there 
is  a  twofold  lnchant?nent  j  the  greater ^ 
which  draweth  huge  Dragons ;  the  lejjer^ 
P3g-  3^7-  which  influenceth  little  Reptiles,  Accord- 
ingly Mefjingham  tells  us,  in  the  Lives  of 
the  Irifi  Sai?its,  that  St.  Magnus  by  his 
Prayers  expelled  the  Devils  out  of  a 
large  Number  of  Worms^  that  infefled  his 
Cell  Nor  fhould  we  think  it  below  Mr. 
Wefey's  Dignity,  or  Power,  to  exorcife  his 
Maggots. 

Mr.  WeJIey,  I  own,  feems  to  be  inde- 
fatigable, and  takes  a  great  deal  of  Pains  in 
effeding  his  feveral  Cures  and  Rxpulfions. 
Popijlj  Exorcijls  too  will  fometimes  grie- 
vouhy  fweat  a.nd  turmoil ;  efpecially  when 
they  are  contending  with  a  very  potent  and 
obfinate  Devil.  But  frequently  their  Mi- 
racles are  of  eafer  Operation.  A  Scrap  of 
St.  Ignatius'^  Hand-writing  j  a  Draught  of 
Water ^  in  which  St.  Francis  hath  wafhed 
his  Handsy  or  a  Bit  of  Hay,  from  the  Bun- 
dle which  his  Afs  hath  been  mumbling -, 
the  Parings  of  this  Saint's  Nails,  or  a 
Straw  from  the  Bed  of  another  3    a  Kifs 

of 
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of  Sf.  7ho?jjas-a-Becket's  old  Breeches  ^ 
which  the  Virgi?2  Mary  came  down,  and 
helped  him  to  jncnd : —  Any  of  thefe,  and 
a  thouHind  others  equally  cafy^  will  effedtu- 
ally  do  the  Feat.  But  which  of  the  Me- 
thods is  moil:  meritorious^  may  be  a  Point 
of  arduous  Difcujjion. 

§.  47.  We  are  not,  however,  to  con- 
ceive, that  a  Cure  of  fuch  dreadful  Dif- 
crders^  and  diabolical  Tojjejjions^  is  the  file 
Benefit^  which  the  Methodifls  obtain  by 
their  Sufferings.  Divers  otlier  good  EffcBs 
follow.  For  Inftance,  Judicial  Funip^ments 
of  the  ?jnraculous  Kind,  for  People's  Oppo- 
Jition  to  Methodifm  :  (For  I  am  not  allow- 
ed to  fay  fo  particularly^  "  for  oppofing 
mc^  John  Wejley^'')  and  in  order  to  bring 
them  into  Methodifm  j  in  which  Cafe  the 
Punifhment  fliall  be  releafed.  I  know  he 
will  eqiii^cocate  and  prevaricate^  where  the 
Words  Judgment  or  Miracle  are  not  ex- 
prefsly  mentioned.  But  the  Narration 
will  (hew  itfelf. 

What  doth  he  think  of  J—n  R—n, 
the  Weaver  f  "  He  was  a  zealous  Church- ■i^  jour 
fnaUj  and  againft  all  Dijjenters-y  faid  thep  4i- 
Fits  of  the  Methodifls  were  Delufions  of 
the  Devil.  But  prefently  he  fills  raving 
piad,  —  Icreams  terribly,  and  beats  himfelf 
againrt  the  Ground  :  —  then  cries  aloud, 
*  Let  tliem  all  come  s  let  all   the  World 

fee 
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(^tQ  tht.jtift  Judgment  of  God ;'  then  fixing 
his  Eyes  upon  me,  *  Ay,  this  is  he,  who^ 
I  faid,  was  a  Deceiver.'  He  then  roared 
out,  *  O  !  thou  Curfed  Devil !  yea,  thou 
Legion  of  Devils  I  Thou  canft  not  flay. 
Chri/l  will  caft  thee  out.'  He  then  beats 
himfelf  againfl  the  Ground  again  ;  —  his 
Breaft  heaving,  as  in  the  Agonies  of  Death. 
We  all  betook  ourfelves  to  Prayer.  His 
Pangs  ceafedy  and  both  Body  and  Soul  were 
fet  at  Liberty :* 

Here  we  have  a  grievous  Punifliment ; 
a  Legion  of  Devils  entering  into  the  Man 
for  his  Oppoftion  to  Mr.  Wefey  and  Com- 
pany  j—  this  confefTed  to  be  a  juji  fudg- 
vient :  —  but  he  becomes  a  Profelyte,  and 
all  is  well.  And  one  neceflary  Form  of 
Taylor.  Exorcifm  is,  "  Cunningly  to  get  out  of  the 
Devil  the  Confejjion  of  fome  peculiar  Doc^ 
trine,  or  fome  new  Saint,  for  the  Edifica- 
tion of  the  By-Jlanders.  In  this  Cafe  the 
Father  of  Lies  is  always  fuppofed  to  fpeak 
the  Truth.  —  He  is  commanded  too  to 
knock  his  Head  three  Times  againfl  the 
Ground,  in  Adoration  of  the  Trinity.  — 
If  he  will  not  yet  depart,  the  Exorcijl  is  to 
pray,  and  fpeak  louder." 

Much  the  fame  End  has  the  fudgmetit 

3  Journ.  Upon  the  "  ^laker  ;  who  was   biting  his 

P-  43-      Lips,  and  knitting  his  Brows,  at  the  DiJJi- 

jnulatioTi  of  thefe  Creatures  -,  but  fuddenly 

he  dropped  down  as  thunderjiruck,  —  in  a  a 
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j^gony  terrible  to  behold.  We  befoui^ht 
God  not  to  lay  Folly  to  his  Charge.  And 
he  foon  lifted  up  his  Head,  and  cried  a- 
loud,  '  Now  I  know  thoa  art  a  Prophet  of 
the  Lord."  'Tis  but  getting  d.  Jit  Toolbox: 
the  Work  j  and  then  terrible  is  the  Judg- 
vient  Jor  oppojing  ^  but  inftantly  Mr.  Wejley 
is  a  Prophet  of  the  Lordy  and  the  Man  is 
fit. free. 

The  Inftances  of  the  Daughter,  and 
her  Mother y  have  the  like  Iffiie.  "  The^  jo^rn. 
Girl  feeling  in  herfelf  fuch  a  Convi(5tion,p.  51. 
[/.  e.  fenllble  that  one  of  the  dreadful  Fits 
was  coming  upon  her,]  ran  out  of  the  So- 
ciety \n  all  Hafte,  that  ff:e  might  not  expofe 
herfelf  But  the  Hand  of  God  followed 
her ;  fo  that  after  going  a  few  Steps,  fhe 
was  forced  to  be  carried  home,  and  there 
grew  worfe  and  worfe,  in  a  violent  Agony'' 
—  "  The  firll  that  was  deeply  touched  j^jj^ 
was  Z/ —  W — ;  whofe  Mother  had  not  p.  64. 
been  a  little  difpleafed,  when  {he  was  told, 
how  her  Daughter  had  expofed  herfelf  be- 
fore all  the  Co?jgregation.  The  Mother  her- 
felf was  the  next  who  dropped  doivn^  and 
lofl  her  Senfes  if2  a  Mo?ne?jt ;  but  went 
Home  with  her  Daughter  full  of  Joy." 
So  wicked  a  Thing  is  it  to  be  of  elided  at 
the  ftrange  Fits  of  Methodifm ;  and  fo 
fruithfs  the  Attempt  to  fy  from  it.  But 
if  we  remember  Mr.  Wejlcfs  ftrong  Ar- 
guing?, that  'tis  Satan  who  ftrikes  them 
L  1  down, 


(  258  ) 
down,  and  deprives  them  of  their  Senfes  -, 
we  may  learn   how  much  he  is  the  Me- 
thodijl's  Friendi  as  not  permitting  any  to 
run  away. 

Thus   in   Popery,   the  Devil  frequently 
ftands   their    Friend,    by    confirming    the 
Truth  of  their  DoBrine  and  Saint floip,  and 
tormenting  fuch  as  begin  to  fufpeSi  them, 
Whart.    or  meditate  a  Flight.     "  When   a  certain 
Angi.Sac.  ^^^^^  did  not  pay  due  Honour  and  Reve- 
zd^Vol.    rence  to  St.  Ofwald,  a  Legion  of  thefe  black 
Spirits  feize  him,    tear  him,    throw  him 
down,  &c.    asking   him,     What   Madnefs 
pofTelled  them  to  defpife  fo  great  a  Friejiy 
Myfter.     —  Onc  of  St.  Ignatius'^  Society  beginning 
jefuit.     to  JluBuate,  and  form  a  Defign  of  deferting 
P-^^'     the  Society;    the   Devil  met   him  in   the 
Shape  of  a  Man  of  a  terrible  Afped,  and 
with  a  drav/n  Sword  frightened  him  back 
again  to   the  Saitit ;    who   rebuked    him, 
faying,  Are  you  fo  wavering  ?   O  thou  of 
Rlbaden.   little  Faith,  why  didft  thou  doubt  ? —  "  It 
P-  395-     happened    to   St.    Anthony,  that  a   certain 
Novice  of  the  Order  ran  away,  and  ftole 
his  F falter.     But  the  Devil  met  him  with 
a  naked  Sword  in  his  Hand,  and  threaten- 
ed to  kill  him,  if  he  returned  not  back  to 
the  Convent,  and  reftored  Friar  Anthony  ^ 
Book.      The   Novice,   affrighted  with  his 
l^ern  Look,  returned  to  the  Convent^   re- 
flored  the  Book,  and  begged  to  be  admit- 
ted again  into  his  Order.'' 

To 
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To  the  fame  Purpofe,   and  by  the  fame 
Evil  Spirit^  were  the   Laughing  Fits  ju- 
dicioufly   inflided   on    feme,  "  who   faid,4  joum. 
the  Met  hod i /is  tnight  help  it^  if  they  would.?- i'^- 
But  Godfujf'cred  tiatan  to  teach  them  better.    '  ^^' 
For  they  were  feized  in  the  fame  manner 
as   the  reft,  and   thus  continued  for  two 
Days,  a   Spedlacle  to  all'' — Here  plainly 
^)atan  doth  the  Work,  'tis  his  good  Plea- 
fure  to  teach  them  better,  for  tlie  Interejl  of 
Methodifm.       God   barely   fuffers,    or  per- 
mits it  i  as  he  doth  other  Evils. 

In  one  Paragraph  we  have  no  lefs  than 
three  'Jiidgnimts  on  Perfons,  who  came  to 
dijhurb  the  Methodijl  Meeting-houfe.  "  One 
of  the  Chief  hanged  himfelf.  A  fecond 
had  been  for  fome  Days  in  Jirong  Fain. 
A  Third  confeffed  to  Mr.  We/ley,  that  he 
was  hired,  and  made  dnmk  on  Purpofe, 
but  v/hen  he  came  to  the  Door,  he  conid 
not  Jlir,  nor  open  his  Mouth.''''  —  The  Man 
might  be  almoft  dead  drunk^  without  fup- 
pofing  a  Miracle  or  'Judgment.  But  if  it 
muft  be  fuch  ;  we  have  a  Pagan  Parallel^ 
(  for  Popijld  are  innumerable  )  concerning 
*'  a  Temple  of  that  Purity  and  Majejly^  ^^Dlodor. 
immediately  to  cure  Dijlempers  of  the  True  '\<^"'- 
Votaries-,  but  Defpi/ers^  coming  thither,  '23 
lofe  their  Voices  and  become  as  it  were 
dead." 

The  lafi:  Judicial  Miracle  I  (hall  men- 
tion, (for  there  are  many  more)  was  upon 
L  1  2  a  Man 
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a  Man  for  heating  his  Wife,  who,  it  feems, 
4  Journ.  was  a  Methodijt.     "  I  vifited  one   whom 
P-  ^1'      God  is  purifying  in  the  Fire,  in  Anfwer  to 
the   Prayers  of  his   Wife^  whom    he  was 
juft  -going   to   beat,   (which   he   frequently 
did)  When  God  [mote  him  in  a  Moment,  fo 
that  his  Hand  dropped,  and  he   tell  down 
upon  the  Ground,  having  no  more  Strength 
than   a   new-born   Child.      He   has   been 
confined  to  his  Bed  ever    fince ;    but  re- 
joices in    Hope."  —  In  which    Cale    Mr. 
Anfw.  to  J/f^efley  asks,   '  Have  you  known  a  parallel 
^^]'t'    ^"^  "^  your  I-ite  ?"— Probably  not.  Thefe 
Cafes  are  not  fo  common  among  Us  Pro- 
tefanfs^.      The    Papalins   deny,    that    God 
ever  enableth  fuch  Heretics  to  work  a  Mi- 
racle,     But  among   them    'judgments  fall, 
thick  as  Hail,  upon  the  Violators  of  their 
dear  Perfons.     Such  was  the  Prote(5tion   of 
Meding.    St.   Patrick',    "  When  a  Man   of  a  G/- 
P'  '^"      gantic  Stature    brandiflied    his    Sivord    to 
kill  him  for  attempting  to  make  Converts 
in  Ireland,  immediately  all  his  Strength  wi- 
thered ai£ay  ;  his  whole  Body  turned  ftiff, 
and  he  could  neither  move  Foot,  nor  Hand 
tofrike.     The  Man  experiencing  this  Ju- 
dicial Sign   upon    himfelf,    was   inftantly 
changed  i?2to  a?2other  Man.     And  both  Soul 
and  Body  were  fet  free.'' 

This  may  be  fomething  of  a  Parallel 
with  Mr.  Wefley's  Cafe,  and  of  as  good 
Authority.      And   hence  he  may  imagine 

himfelf 
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hlmfeli  rlfing  into  an  Authority  like  what 
*'  Maimbiirg  relates  of  one  'yohn^  a  Mir  a-    ^^'^'^• 
clc- Worker^  who  made  even  Emperofs  to'vo"ii.* 
ftand  in  Awe  of  him,   as  a  Perfon    whop-  743- 
had  the  Scourges  of  God  in  his  Power ^  to 
whom  Miracles  were  but  play^    and  even 
nothing.''     The   Man,  no  doubt  defervcd 
fuch  a  Scourge,  for  beating  his  Wife,  who 
was  a  Methcdtfi,     But  had  he  beat  her  for 
oppofing  Methodifm  j  —  the  Cafe  is  ahered, 
quoth    Plowden.      The    Husband's    Right 
might  then  have  been  pleaded  for   exer- 
cihng   a  little   Difcipline  over  a  di (obedient 
Wife.      For   Mr.  JVefefs  illwninated  Ac- 
quaintance, Mijtrefs  Bourignon,  hath  decided 
the  Point,  in  her    *  Light  rijen  in  Dark- 
nefs.     "  It  is  great  Ma/ice  in  her  to  think  Pan  IV. 
to  oblige  her  Husband  not  to  adhere  any  ^^"^''  "^ 
longer  unto  7ny  Sentiments,  —  concerning 
Perk(5tion,  whereof  her  Husband  has   had 
Experience. — She  h^ith /worn  to  be  faithful 
to  her  Husbajid  till  Death.  —  One,    who 
loves  the  Juftice,  Goodnefs  and  Truth  of 
God,  thunJ.TS   and  lightens,    when   Injuf- 
tice,  Malice,  or  Lying,  are  oppofed  to  the 
Senfethat  he  bears  within  his  Soul  3  and 
he  mufl  fliew  his  Difpleafure,    though  it 
were   witli  {harp   and  rude  Language,  or 
quarrelling  and  fighting,  if  Need  requires." 

§.  48.    But  other  Benefits  are  beflowed 
upon  true  Methodifis,   after  they  Jiave  un- 
derwent 
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derwent  their  Pai?7s  and  Agcmes,  And 
certainly  they  deferve  a  very  ample  Rccom- 
penfe  for  fufFering  thofe  exqiiifiie  Tortures^ 
in  v/hich  Mr.  Wejley  fo  exceedingly  tri- 
umphs.    For, 

Hoiat.        Audax  Japeti  genus 

Ignem  fraude  mala  gentibus  mtulit. 
Poji  ignem  Mtherid  domo 

SubduBmn,  macies  et  nova  febrium 
Ferris  incubuit  cohors. 

Which  Bit  of  Latin  may  be  explained 
by  the  Story  of  Fandora'^  Box  ;  which 
I  learned,  when  a  School-Boy,  from  He- 
Oper.  &  jiod^  "  After  Mortals  had  found  out  a 
Veff.  6c.  Way  to  fteal  Fire  from  Heaven^  Jupiter 
ordered  Vulcan  to  form  a  Beautiful  Woman, 
who  fhould  be  adorned  with  the  Gifts  and 
Graces  of  all  the  Gods,  and  thence  called 
PaJtdora,  Mercury's  Contribution  was. 
Impudence ,  Subtlety ,  Lying  ,  Wheedling , 
'Tricking,  and  Deceit.  And  fhe  was  fent 
down  among  Men,  as  a  Puniflmient  on 
fuch  as  were  fond  of  new  Inventions.  For 
this  Furpofe  (lie  brought  down  a  Box,  for 
a  Prefe?2t  to  Epimeiheus^  [i.  e.  One  that  is 
wife,  when  'tis  too  late,]  who  fell  in  Love 
with  this  myfiical  Lady,  and  married  her ; 
(though  afterwards,  tor  fome  mifchievous 
Pranks,  Jupiter  transformed  him  into  an 
Jpe.)    But,    unhappily,    the  Lid  of  the 

Box 
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Box  was  no  fooner  opened  by  Epimetheus, 
but  out  flew  a  Troop  of  all  Manner  of 
Difeafes  ajid  Calamities.  Hope  only  was 
left  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Box."  Now  fup- 
pofing  the  Methodifl's  Brctences  to  Infpira- 
tion  to  be  reprefented  by  Jlealing  Fire  from 
Heaven ;  and  the  opening  of  the  Box  by 
Mr.  IVefleys  Mouthy  ivhich^  like  a  pejii- 
kntial  Blajl,  Jirikcs  fo  many  to  the  Groimd  -, 
—  yet  fome  firer  Comfort  than  mere  Hope 
is  to  be  found  at  the  Bottom. 

This  the  Methodifts  may  have  proved 
already,  (if  all  fhould  happen  to  prove  any 
thing  but  a  Mijlake)  by  their  being  thtin- 
derftruck  itjto  Faith,  Convetfon,  arid  Jufli- 
fication-^  their  Certificates  of  free  Far  don 
under  the  Seal  of  God-,  (unlefs  the  Seal  was 
counterfeit edy  and  of  their  oivn  putting  :) — 
Their  Afjurances  both  of  prefent  and  future 
Salvation,  (unlefs,  as  Mr.  Whitefield  fpeaks, 
*'  thofe,  who  had  them  net,  only  thought 
they  had  them:") — The  Gifts  of  Prophe- 
cies, feeing  Things  at  a  Di/lance,  and 
knowing  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart,  &c. 
(unlefs  there  be  fomething  diabolical  in 
this:) — The  receiving  oi  Grace,  and  the 
Entrance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  j  the  very  Mo- 
ment  they  are  flruck  down,  God  entering 
into  their  Souls  j  (unlefs  we  give  no  Credit 
to  Mr.  White  field,  after  lie  liath  confcfj'ed 
that  he  hath  impofed  upon  the  World  by 
fo  many  Untruths.) — Suppofing  thefe  mag- 
nificent 
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nificent  Benefits  to  ftand  upon  a  fure  Foun- 
dation ;  fiifBcient  Amends^  I  hope,  is  here- 
by made  for  their  Sufferings  and  Tortures. 
Nor  are  they  without  Precedents  on  their 
Side. 

And    accordingly    Dr.    Wler    obferves, 
Praifti'.    that    "  the    iV«;z5,    whom    he    attended, 
p-  S9^>     punifhed    by    the   Devil   with    incredible 
59^'        Torments^  declared  they  would  not  be  with- 
out theie  Calamities  on  any  Account,  be- 
caufe   they   produced    the  peculiar   Grace 
and  Illumination  of  God, —  Another  falls  a 
Singing  in   her  Agonies,    becaufe  fhe  did 
not  in  the  leafl  helitate  as  to   her  eternal 
Salvation.'' 
Cafaub.         The  Alumbrado'^  in  Spain  taught,  "  that 
p"!?"/     certain   Ardors,    or  Burnings,  Tremblings, 
and  takings,  were  a  fufficient  Token  of 
Grace ;    and  that  thofe  who   could  attain 
them   needed    nothing   elfe.      That    they 
might  y^T  God  vifibly,    in   their   EcftacieSy 
&c." 

As  to  Mr.  Wefiey^  rejoicing  at  the  Suf- 
ferings of  his  Followers ;  Alex,  ab  Alexan- 
Genial.     dro  tells  US,    *'  that  it  was    the   Cuftom 
Ljb^'g      of  divers  Nations   to    appeafe   their   Gods 
Cap.  26.  with   Human  Sacrifices,  and   the  Blood  of 
their  Captives  j  imagining,  that  the  Deity 
was  then  efpecially  propitiated,  when  they 
butchered  their  Fellow  Creatures ;  and  drew 
Divination  and  Prophecy  out  of  the  Tor- 
tures  of  Mankind." 

Strabo, 
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StrabOy  (Book  XI.)  gives  this  Account  ^^'^• 
of  the  Religious  Albmii.     *'  Many  of  them  „  ^ni%, 
are     quite     Enthufiafts     and     Prophefiers. 
When  a  Perfon  is  thus  pojj'efj'cd  in  a  high 
Degree  j  the  chief  Prieji  offers  him  up  a 
Sacrifice  to   the  Goddefsy    in   this   Manner. 
Being  exceedingly  expert  in   the  Bufineft, 
he  flrikes  the  Man  with  a  Spear  through 
the  Side  into  the  Heart,     From  the  Bodyy 
when  fallen^  they  gather  certain  Signs  of 
Divination ;    which   they   publijh    to   the 
People.     The  Body  is   afterwards  trampled 
upon   by  way  of  LiiJlrationJ'     And   Tb- 
citus  fays,  "  The  Druids  in  Britain  ufed  Annal. 
to  conjidt  their  Gods,  by  looking  into  the  ^^^'  !J' 
Entrails  of  their  Captives." 

One  pretty  extraordinary  Advantage   of 
the   Mcthodifis   Mifcries,  fomething  diffe- 
rent indeed  from  the   former,  is  the  Be- 
nefit  of  lofing  God's  Grace.      For   befides 
that   Spiritual  DefertioJis,  Defpairings  and 
Infidelities,    are  fo  frequent,    and  feem  to 
be   a   necefary   Bart    in   the   Progrefs    of 
Methodifm ;    if   themfelves    may    be    cre- 
dited :  —  Mr.  Whitefield  affureth  us,   that 
"  Mr.   T^ennant  preached    excelle fitly    ivell,7  Jo""""- 
upon  the  Necefitty  and  Benefits  of  Spiritual^' 
Defer tions.''      The  Benefits  of  being  for- 
faken  of  God  Is  to  me  a  v&ryfirange  Doc- 
trine :  And  yet  a  much  more  /Irange  one, 
that  God   is  compelled^    and   laid   under  a 
NeceJJity  to    withdraw  his   Grace,      Thus 
M  m  one 
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.  one  ivild  Enthiifiafiic  Teacher  ventures  to 
preach,  and  another  praifeih  his  Saying, 
And  in  the  next  Edition  of  the  "  Benefits, 
and  NeceJJity  of  Alterations  in  the  Liturgy y* 
according  to  this  DoBrine^  a  new  Prayer 
fhould  be  inferted,  "  that  God  v/ould  be 
pleafed  to  withdraw  his  Spiritual  Comforts 
and  Grace 'y*  or  at  leaft  this  Amendment 
offered,  "  wherever  in  the  Common  Prayer 
the  Words  occur,  '  Take  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us,  the  Word  not  fliould  be 
left  out. 

But  'tis  to  be  hoped  fome  better  Fffe5is 

follow.     For,  it  feems,  through  fuch  pain- 

fill  Liifirations   and  ptirgati-ve   Fires ^    our 

Methodifis   arrive   at  PerfeBion^  Vifions   of 

God  and  Angels,  Ingulphments  into  the  Deity  y 

TJnio72  iLnth  Gcd,  yea,  and  being  God.     That 

Mr.  V/ejley  muft  mean  fuch  a  Perfection  as 

implieth   ahjolute  Freedom  from    Sin,    and 

inward  Corruption ,  fuch  as   was  in  Chrifiy 

appears  by  his  earneft   Difpute   with  the 

MoraviaJis,  and  contending,    that,   in  this 

Pcfpc5f,  '  the  Serjeant  tnay  be  as  his  Mafter.^ 

Wefley   Hcncc,    faith   "the   Woman    in   a  high 

4  journ.  p^c^^jr^  \  am   vcry   ///,   —  but  I  am  very 

^'   ^*      well:  —  For  I  am  tinitcd  to  Jefus.  —  My 

Beloved  hath  clean  fed   me  from  all  Sin  : 

—  I  am   v/afhed,  I   am   cieanfed.  —  The 

Enemy  may  come;    but  he  hath  no  Part  in 

Ibid,     mcy — Hence,  (ays  2i  Moravian,   "   I  am 

^'  '^^'      as  clofely  united  to  Chrift^  as  my  Arm  is 

to 
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to  my  Body." — Hence,  in  the  Account  of 
the  two  Hitchcns's,  after  their  Horrors, 
Roarings,  Infidelities,  Defpairs,  &c.  one 
of  them  "  fees  Thoufands,  and  ten  Thou- 
fands  of  AngcJs^  and  Jefus  Chrijl  him  fe'.f  3 
—  I  am  fandlified^  J  am  whiter  than  Sfioiv. 
— Why,  1  am  all  Godr —  The  other  Bro- 
ther^ in  a  malignant  Fever ,  fays,  ''  I  fee 
the  Gates  oj  Heaven  fland  open,  and 
Jefus  with  open  Arms  to  receive  me ;  — 
Open  the  Heavens^  O  my  God^  and  come 
down  into  my  Soul.  Co7ne  Father,  Son^ 
and  Holy  Ghoft^  and  plunge  me  into  God, 
&c." 

Thus  are  they  dcifed,  like  Hercules, 
who  by  putting  on  a  poifoned  Garmeiit  was 
drove  into  Madnefs^  erected  a  Funeral  Fire 
for  himfelf,  threw  himfelf  into  the  Flames, 
and  thence  was  ranked  among  the  Di- 
vinities.    Of  him  Seneca  faith, 

Sollicita  tanti  pretia  natales  hahenf, 
Semperque  magno  conftitit,  nafci  Deiim. 

"  Alexander  the  Great  mull:  needs  con^  Lucian. 
fecrate  his   favourite  Hephefion  ;   and  eredC^Jumn. 
Altars  to  him  as  a  God.     Some  Flatterers^^"^  '''" 
teflified,  that  Hcphcftion  appeared  to  them, 
cured  Difiafes,  and  delivered  Oracles.  Alex- 
ander was  wonderfully  pleafed,    as  being 
not   only   the  Son  of  a   God  liimfelf,   but    ■ 
able  to   make   Gods''     Such   may    be   the 
Boaftings  of  a  Mcthcdijl  Teacher, 

Mm  2  Of 
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Of  this  Nature  was  the  Dodrine  of  the 
later  Platonifts,  fome  of  the  fubtlejl  Ene- 
mies that  Chrtjiianity  ever  had.  They 
jatr.bhc.  taught,  *'  that  by  certain  Purgations  Men 
Sedt.'  3.  ™2y  exchange  Humanity  for  Divinity  ;  — 
c.  6, 7, 8, may  y^^  the  •S/'/n^  defcending  and  inlinu- 
^'  ating  itfelfj    m^y  fee  a  Light  like  Fire,  at 

the  Coming   or   Departure    of   the   God, 
This   Illumination    it  is,   which  banifheth 
all  human  Motion^  Operation^   and  Senfes-y 
and   makes    Men   fpeak   in   a  fenfelefs  and 
raving  Manner.''     And,  in  the  Words  of 
P.  79.   Brocklesby,  '*  The  Soul  becometh  her  own 
Henotety,  or  TJnity -,    and   being  thus  one^ 
like  tlie  Firjl  JJnity^  ihe  gaineth  the  Sight 
of  the  Firji   Unity  -j    and   is  united  there- 
with,   conjoining  as   it  were  Centre  with 
Centre ;  and  being  one  with  God  is  God, 
faith  Phti?2iis.    En.  6.  L.  9.  C.  8,  9,  10." 
If  we  come  to  the  Heretics  in  ihe  Pri^ 
I'b.  11.  mi tive  Churchy  Irenceus  fays,  "  They  talk 
^^P-57'  much  of  PerfeBion-y  —  Glory  of  having 
Chriji  for  their  Majier,  —  and   that  they 
have  the  fame  Souls ^   by  Circulation,   ivith 
y^fus,  are  like  him,   and  fometimes  even 
letter:' 

More  of  thefe  Wildnefles  might  be  pro- 
duced from  the  Ancient  Heretics:    but   I 
pafs  to  the  like  Fanatical  Rants  among  the 
Pcpifls.      M.   Cafaubon    affords    fuch    an 
Enthuf.  Inftance   in    "  Sifier  Catharine   of  Jefus  5 
^'  ^  ''     who  ufed  to  fall  into  Fits  of  "^remblings^ 

caftins: 
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carting  herfelf  on  the  Ground,  enjoying  the 
Prefence  of  God  vifibly.  She  often  faw^ 
and  in  Ibrr.e  Degree  fujfered^  through 
Frights,  the  Pai?ts  of  Hell :  At  other 
Times  fhc  verily  thought  herfelf  in  Heaven, 
Chrijl  even  drew  her  Soul  into  his^  mark- 
ed her  with  a  Mark,  and  alvv^ays  abode 
with  her.  Though  flie  was  indeed  for  the 
moft  Part  deprived  of  her  TJnderftanding. 
And  this  Soul  of  Chrifi  drew  her  into  an 
Operation  of  the  Holy  "trinity,  &c."  —  St. 
Catharine  of  Sienna,  (who  was  troubled 
with  fo  many  Dijiempers  and  Devils,  but 
could  expel  them  from  others)  received 
fuch  a  Bleffing.  "  For  one  Day  Chri/l^^^^^^ 
coming  to  her  opened  her  left  Side,  and  ^"  '°' 
took  out  her  Heart,  and  carried  it  away. 
But  a  few  Days  afterwards  he  brought  his 
own  ruddy  Heart,  and  put  it  into  her  left 
Side,  faying,  *  Aly  Daughter  Catherine, 
thou  haft  7}iy  Fleart  inftead  of  thy  own  >* 
and  then  he  clofed  up  her  Side  again.  And 
that  it  might  be  known,  that  this  was  not 
pure  hnagination,  there  remained  ever  after 
a  Scar  in  her  Side." — Revenius,  Archbipjop 
of  Philippe,  writeth  concerning  fome  Nuns, 
(as  few  have  his  Book,  Bayle  may  be  con- 
fulted  in  the  Article  Revenius)  that  "  they 
take  a  Pride  in  pretending  to  wonderful 
Performances;  —  talk  of  nothing  lefs  than 
their  Union  with  God,  which  is  only  a 
Union  with  their  own  Spirit,   if  not  with 

a  wo7fe. 
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a  worfe.  They  boafl:  of  myftical  Tran- 
fubftantiations.  Concentrations  of  Heart, 
Annihilation,  —  Marriage  with  the  Deity, 
—  Spiritual  Intoxications ;  —  Super-eflen- 
tial  Unions,  the  Gulph  of  Annihilation  j-— 
an  abforbent  Enthujiafm  y  Oblivion  of  all 
Things,  inducing  an  Abyjj'al  Identification 
with  Gody  Deific  Confrication  ;  Spiritual 
Impudence,  mifanthropical  Afpirations,  the 
Joys  of  Darknefs  and  obfcure  Night,  6?r. 
Thefe,  and  the  like  enormous  Words,  and 
this  unintelligible  Jargon,  is  frequently 
repeated  in  the  new  School  of  Piety,  by 
their  own  chofen  Mafiers,  and  curious  She- 
JDifi:iples,  fo  as  to  be  felt  in  their  iyiward 
Parts.''  —  Almoft  the  whole  of  ^ietifm^ 
and  myftic  Divinity,  confifteth  in  paffing 
through  Combats  with  De-vils,  Purgations^ 
Pains  like  Hell,  Drymefs  of  Soul,  Privatiofis 
of  Grace,  Defpair  and  l)amnation, — here- 
by they  attain  ^erfeSlion,  Uransfo^-mation^ 
a  B^iwg /wallowed  up  in  God,  perjonal  Dei- 
fication,  fo  as  not  to  know  cr  dijlinguifl:)  them- 
fehesjrom  God  himfelf."  This  Language 
may  ferveas  a  Counterpart  to  Methodifm,  ef- 
pecially  when  a  little  tindured  with  Mo- 
ravianifm. 

Arrived  to  this  Degree  of  PerfeBion, 
they  fave  themfelves  a  deal  of  Trouble  as 
to  the  Matter  of  good  Works,  which  the 
Mcthodijls  fo  egrcgioully  tmdcrvalue,  and 
every  true  Moravian  fo  heartily  condemneth, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  latter,  according  to  their  oivn  Rulcj 
may  eafily  and  certainly   be  in  a  fafe  Way 
to   Salvation  J  for  "   the  only   Way  to  be  Wefiey 
faved  is  to  avoid  good  Works."     For  'tis"^  {g"™* 
the   Bufinefs  of  the  latter   to   fteal   away 
Mr.  PFeJJefs  half-injlrucied  Dijciples^    and 
to  ferfeB  what  he  had  begun.     Hinc  illce 
lachrymce.  —  Hence,  fays  he,   "  I   went  toj  Journ. 
II —  q; — r^  a  young  Man,  who  did  onceP-  "^5'  5°- 
run  well,    but   now   fays,    *    he   faw  the 
Devil    in    the   Corner    of   every   Church, 
and  in  the   Face  of  every  one  who  had 
been  there. —  And  if  you  go  to  Church  and 
Sacrament,    you    will    be   damned.''     Into 
thefe   Spiritual  JVickediieffcs  the  Methodijls 
have  ran  greedily  in  Crowds :   Not  a  little, 
I   fuppofe,    enlightened  by  their  admired 
Bourignon 'j  who  ''  thus  anfwers  the  Quef-  L,v!,f 
tion,  whether  the  Perfe^  and  Regenerated P^^n  Jii. 
ought    to     ufe   the    Sacramento,    or   not :  ^^""  ^^ 
*  No.    For    he   that  is  truly    born    again 
pofTefTeth   all    the   Sacraments    in    himfelf\ 
and  needs  not  to  feek  them  out  of  himjelj. 
He  is  returned  to  the   State  of  Innocence, 
wherein   Adam  lived    before    his    Sin.  — 
The  Devil  has  invented   the   frequenting 
the  Sacraments.''     And  fuch  a  Perfe£iio- 
nift  was  St.  Bridget,  whom  (in  the  very 
Words  q{  Ribadeneira)  *' Gc^  commanded 
to  go  to  Rome,  where,    by  Means  of  In- 
dulgences, as  by  a  jJjorter  Cut,   it  was  ?}iore 
eajy  to  get  to  Heaven."      For  "  the  final 

Ifllie 
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Ifllie  is  the  main  Thing."     And  the  Me- 

ihodijis   have   been   fo    vyell    tutor'd,    that 

5  Journ.  after  all   their   Fanatical  Pranks,    "  they 

^"  53-     are  as  fure  their  Sins  are  forgiven,   as  they 

can    be  of  the    Shining    of  the   Sun :  — 

they  are   as  fure  of  Heaven,    as   if  they 

were   aheady   there."      To   Heaven   they 

muft,    and   will  go  ?   And  what   lefs   can 

be  expe(5led  than  taking  it  by  Violence,  after 

fuch  prefumptuous  Defnands  upon   God;  as 

a  Teft  of  their  Humility  ?  Thus  infolently 

3  Journ.  humble   fpeaks  Mr.  Wbitejleld,    "  I  here 

"^■^'^t^' demand  thy  Aid." — What  fignifieth  being 

3  Journ.  a  Sinner?    "  Chrift  is  bound  to  pay  the 

P-  j8.      Debt."     And   Mr.  Wejlef^  Mother  claims 

5  Journ.  ^^^  Manfion  in  the  Skies''     And  yet,  one 

may  be  as  fure,    as  they  can    be  to    the 

contrary,  that  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 

Sinner,''  would  become  the  very   beft  of 

them,  when  they  are  leaving  this  World. 

If  fuch  Proofs  of  Salvation  may  be  de- 
pended on,  and  Heaven  to  be  thus  infured ; 
If  there  be  no  Mijlake  or  Dehfon  m  the 
Cafe ;  and  their  own  Word  be  a  fuficient 
Security ;  —  I  fee  no  Reafon    why   other 
fimilar   Accounts   may  not   deferve   to    be 
credited. —  Let  the  Pagan  Magician,  Apol- 
Phiioar.    loniiis,  fland  forth.     "  When  he  entered  a 
Oiear.      certain  Temple,  he  heard  a  Voice  of  fing- 
^'  ^    '    ing  in  thefe  Words,    *  Come,  come  up  into 
Miffio.    Heaven-,  corned  —  Let  the  Indian  hamuli 
Evangel.  }^^  heard,  "  teaching  that  the  be  [I  of  them 
^■^"'  ■  ■■  pafs 
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pafs  into  Paradife  \  but  through  Rhers  of 
Fire,  Darkfiefs,  Milk  and  Water, — Thougli 
fometimes    they    have    a   tnore   expeditious 
Way  -J  if  any  one  attends  once  or  twice  to 
fome  peculiar  Do^rine  of  the  Priejl ;  or  if, 
before   his  Death,   he  thrice  take  hold  of 
a  Cow's  Tail,  according  to  a  religious  Rite  ; 
immediately  his  Si?js  are  forgiven,  and  he 
is  carried  up  to  Heaven''  —  Let  the  Faith 
of  the  Mohammedans  be  true;     "  among Cubcq. 
whom,  are  many   Vagahotid  Pretenders  /o^^"^^-^" 
Sandfity,  counterfeititig  a  Stupidity.  Which 
Sort    of   Men    is    highly    valued    among 
them,  becaufe  Fools  and  Madtnen,  as  Per- 
fons  undoubtedly  predeflinated  to  Salvation, 
are  accounted  Saints   even  in  this   Fife." 
And  'tis  thought  an  effedual  Way,  if,  in-    sale's 
ftead  of  a  ShroTjd,    a  Man  can   get  to  be  ^^"n, 
buried  in  their  Prophet's  Skirt." —  Let  us^'"  ' 
applaud   Don  ^ixot's  Maxim,    that  "  all 
KnightS'Errant  go  diredly  to  Heaven." — 
Then  what  St.  Findan  heard   out   of  St. 
Blafnis's    Tomb    is    unqueftionably    true  ; 
*'  your  Seat  is  already  prepared  in  Heaven,  Mabil. 
and   your  Sins  are  forgiven." — Then  5^/-')'^  e^'^"' 

^  ^  ;\n.  S?o. 

vation  is   wrapped  up   in  a  Monk's  Coivlc.<x  331. 
*Tis    but  dying  in    Simon   Stock's   Scapu- 
lary,  or  St.  Francis\  Rope,  and  all  is  lafc. 
Get  but  into  one  of  their  Orders,   or  their 
Conjraternities ;  and   the  Bulls  of  his  //c- 
linefs  will  fecure  your  Salvation.     "  Make  Brev. 
but  a  few   Vilits  to  ^\.  Francis -^  C/v7/>£'/;i"fj'"-'''c- 
Nn  and'^'S-^. 
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and  Chrijly  who  promifed  him  to  deny 
nothing  that  he  asked,  hath  efFedually 
forgiven  all  your  Sins  upon  Confejfion''  — 
Then  the  mofl  iiajly^  ridiculous^  crack- 
hrain'd^  nay  wicked  Saints,  Murtherers, 
^raytors  and  Rebelsj  fuch  as  the  Saints^ 
Francis^  Dominic ,  Ignatius,  T^homas-a^ 
Beckety  HildcbraJid,  &c.  are,  without 
Doubt,  in  Heaven,  becaufe  canonized  by 
St.  Peter's  Vicar. 

I  particularly  mention  the  lajl,  becaufe 
(to  fhevv  the  World  how  much  Popery 
is  mended)  no  longer  ago  than  Septem- 
ber 25,  1728,  this  Hiidebrand  (Grego^ 
ry  VII.  one  of  the  moft  wicked  of  Man- 
kind, and  moll:  infamous  even  of  Popes) 
was  exalted  into  a  Saijit  by  BenediSl  XIII. 
and  in  a  Supplement  to  the  Roman  Breviary, 
his  Fejlival  is  ordered  to  be  kept  by  all 
Chriflians,  with  a  double  Office,  on  May  25. 

The  Collea  is,  "  O  God,  the  Strength 
of  all  that  truil  in  thee,  who  hafl  endued 
the  Blejjed  Gregory,  thy  Confejjor  and  Pope, 
with  Virtue  and  Conftancy  to  defend  the 
Liberty  of  the  Church  ;  grant  to  us,  that 
by  his  Example  and  Inter cejjion,  we  may 
overcome  valiantly  all  that  oppofeth  us." 
And  to  point  out  in  what  Particular  his 
Zeal  is  to  be  imitated,  the  LeJJons  for  the 
Day  tell  us,  "  No  Pope,  fince  the  j4po- 
jllc\  Days,  did,  or  Juff'cred  more  for  the 
Church,  or  fought  more  defperately  for  it. 

Againft 
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Againft  the  impious  Attempts  of  the  Em* 
peror  Henry  (the  Fourth)  he  flood  an  /;;- 
tfepid  Champion^  and  deprived  hif?i  of  the 
Co7nmimion  of  the  Faithful^  and  of  his  Do- 
minions ;  and  abfolved  all  his  SiibjeBs  from 
their  Allegiance, — While  he  was  celebrating 
Mafs,  a  Do'ue  was  k^n  flying  down  from 
Heaven,  and  fitting  with  expanded  Wings 
on  his  right  Shoulder,  as  a  Proof  that  he 
was  guided  by  the  Infpiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi, —  At  length  this  true  Saint  went  to 
Heaven,  &c."  —  "  By  Order  of  our  7nofl 
Holy  Father  Benedict.  XIII.  Lord  of  the 
City,  and  the  World.  (Urbis  &  Orbis.J 
Signed,  N.  Cardinal  Cofiia."  The  whole 
Service  is  reprinted  in  Ferpoortennii  Fafci- 
ado  Difj'ertationum.    Coburg.  1739. 

Such  Saints  as  thefe  may  however  be 
in  Danger  o^ going  doivn  Stairs  into  Heaven ; 
as  Juvenal  fmartly  fays  of  the  Confecration 
of  Claudius^ 

— T^remulumqiie  caput  defcejidere  jufjit         Sat.  6. 
Ad  C^lum.-^  \^ri.Gzi. 

Defcends  into  the  Skies  his  trembling  Head. 

Seneca  writeth,  in  his  Apocolocyntofis,  or 
Apotheofis  of  a  Pumpkin,  )  "  that  this 
Pumpkin  Claudius  had  during  his  Life  a 
Temple  in  Britannia ;  and  that  he  died  in 
grievous  Torture^  while  he  was  hearing  a 
Comedy.  In  Virtue  of  his  Confecration  he 
N  n   2  went 
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went  indeed  up  to  Heaven -,  but  the  Ce- 
leftial  Council  not  bearing,  that  fuch  Per- 
Ibns  fliould  be  made  Gods  by  low  Mortahy 
inftantly  decreed,  that  he  fhould  leave 
Heaven  within  thirty  Days.  Accordingly 
he  was  packed  away,  and  hurried  down  to 
the  Infernal  Regions.'' 

Both  Balms  and  Platina,  in  their  Lives 
cf  Boniface  VIII.  tell  us,  "  that  he  unca- 
jionized  St.  Herman  cf  Ferrara,  and  or- 
dered his  Bones  to  be  dug  up,  and  burn- 
ed, after  he  had  been  venerated  for  a  Saint 
for  twenty  Years." 

But  who  will  venture  to  apply  this  to 

the    Mcthodifs  f    Their    Teachers     indeed 

have   been  very  free  and  generous  in  the 

Difpojal  cf  Heaven.      They  can  prefently 

reilore  their  Followers  to  Paradife^  or  fend 

them  to   Heaven ;    nay,    can  place   them 

there  in  what  Degree  of  Glory  they  pleafe, 

Seward    and  make  "  Mr.  Seward' s  Sijkrs  Jhine  with 

journ.    ^  refiiigefif  Splendor y   above  the   reji  of  the 

^'    '^'    Heavenly  Hoji."     They  can  make  "  Our 

Dear  Lord  come  and  perfume  their  Graves ; 

can   make  Angels  come,   and  carry   them 

up  to  Heaven  ;  can  even  plunge  them  into 

the  Trinity,  and  make  them  ail  God." 

And  what  then  ?  What  marvel  this  ? 
Do  not  Papijls  the  fame  ?  The  Pope  by 
Canonization  Aocketh  Heaven  with  as  many 
Inhabitants  as  he  will  j  though  they  have 
been   Madmen y    Rogues,    a?id    Afjafjins.  — 

He 
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He  affigneth  to  each  what  particular  Man-    Sexti 
fion  he  judgeth  proper,  as  we  find   in  their  Lib*^*^!!!'. 
Ca7ion  Law  ;  and  its  Glojjes.  —  He  hath  aTU.  22. 
Power  fuperior  to  all  created  Beings^  hath 
a  Fontijidal   Omnipotence^    and    commajids, 
Angels.     And  P.  Clement  VI.  actually  ex- 
erted this  Authority  in  his  Biill^  in  Favour 
of   Pilgrims  J    "  we  peremptorily  command 
the  Angels  of  Paradije  to  introduce  their 
Souls  into  Paradife,  abfolutely  freed  from 
Purgatory."  —  And  if  any   one  of  thefe 
Pilgrims  J  upon  his  Return  home,  diould 
by  the    Inftigation   of  the  Devil  commit 
any  Sin  ;  it  is  our  Will  and  Pkafure^   that 
the  PimiJ}:)me7it  of  Hell  fiall  not  in  any 
wife  be  infliBed  on  hi?n ;  —  unlefs  on  Ac- 
count of  other  Sins,  which  he  {hall  com- 
mit afterwards." — Out  of  mere  Sba??ie,  the 
Papijls  were  very  diligent  in  burning,  or 
fecreting  this  Bidl,  and  thinking  they  had 
effedually   done  it,    began   to  deny    that 
there  was  ever   fuch   a  Bull;    or  at  leaft 
that  had  the  Sand:ion  of  the  Pope's  SeaL 
But  Wefjelus  of  Grojiingen^  Chancellor  Gcr- 
fony  Corn.  Agrippa,  &c.  affirm,  that  Copies 
are  now  to  be  feen,  with  the  Pope's  Seal 
annexed,  in  the  Archives   at   Vienna,   Li- 
mogisy  and  Poitiers.     And  luckily  Johan. 
Hoornbeek,  found  a  Copy  of  it  in  the  Pub- 
lick  Library  at  Utrechty  which  he  publiflied 
with  Obfervations.     See  at  the  End  of  his 
Bulla  P.  Urbani  VIII. 

Why 
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Why  the  Pope  fhould  have  a  Referve^ 
as  to  Sins  to  be  committed  afterwards^  is 
not  without   'Reafon.     For  Indulgences  miifi 
be  piirchafed  again  and  again.     And  hence 
may  be  colledled,  why  Mr.  We/ley  talks  fo 
much   of  the  Methodi/i's  having  "  Aflli- 
rance  of  Pardon^    and   Salvation  for  the 
prejent'*     It  is  fit  they  fliould  be  brought 
to  Confefjion^  toties  quoties,  and  make  their 
Sexti     Offcri?igs.  —  It  ftands  in  fo  many  Words 
Uh.i,    in  their  Canon  Law,  that   "  God  afjumed 
Tit.  6.    ^t.  Peter  into  Partner^np  with  the  Undi- 
vided Unity.'*     And,  as  'tis  confidently  af- 
ferted,  that  the  Pope  fucceeds  St.  Peter  in 
all  his  Power  and  Privileges ;   how  can  he 
Cafai.  de  be  denied  the  fame  Ho?20ur  ? — "  His  Power 
Ruib.       ^QQ  q£  (^^j^Qj2izi?7g  others  is  not  only   un- 
queftionable,  but  a  Point,  in  which  he  is 
certainly   infallible,    and    cannot    be    7nif- 
taken.'' 

Thefe  are  high  Claims  to  great  Things. 
And  yet  one  may  be  tempted,  with  Re- 
gard to  fuch  Canonizers  and  God-makers^ 
to  join  IlTue  with  Agefilaus,  in  Plutarch ; 
Ed.  Parlf.  "  The  'Thafians  had  determined  to  make 
^'o'-  ^^-  hifu  a  God,  and  eredl  temples  to  his  Di- 
'vinity ;  and  fending  Amhafjadors  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  it ;  he  asked  them,  whe- 
ther their  City  could  make  Gods  of  Men  ? 
They  replying,  that  it  could.  Go  then, 
faith  he,    make  yourfehes  fuch,  and  then 

I  fhal! 
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I  (hall  believe  that  you  can  make  a  God  of 
me  aljo.'' 

§.  49.  But  to  return   from  this  imperii- 
vent  Digrejjion  : — I  proceed  to  confider,    in 
the  laft  Place,  the  famous  Mcthodijl-Doc- 
trine  concerning  Regefieration,  or  the  Neiv 
Birth.     Whereby  they  do  not  mean  Re- 
generation   by    Baptijm  ;    but     fomething 
dijlinSi    and   oppofite.     The   Scriptures  in- 
deed  may   \.d\k   of  a  Jecond  and  fpiritual 
Birth  by  Baptifm,  of  the  WaJJnng^  or  La- 
irr,  of  Regeneration  ;  but  what  avails  that, 
if  they  take  upon  them  profanely  (as  Mr. 
Whitefield  does  in  exprefs  Words)   to  call 
"  Baptifmal  Regeneration^  the  Diana  of  the 
prefent  jigeT'  —  Or,  as  Mr.  Wefey  more 
gently    fpeaks,    "  if  the   WaJJnng   of  the-  Joum. 
Holy  Ghojij  which  was  given  in   Baptifm^'  ^^' 
be  finned  away  ?  —  Or,    what  if  after  all 
our  beft  Endeavours,  Baptifmal  Regenera- 
tion be  inefeBuaH  For,  fays  he,  "  though  3  Journ. 
I  have  ufed  all  the  Means  for  twenty  Years,  P'  ^3- 
I  am   not  a   Chriflian,     Verily,   verily,  I 
fay    unto   you,    I  mufi   be    born    again'' 
And   he    calls  thofe   ''  Blind  Leaders    of  P.  S2. 
the  Blind,  who  fpeak  of  the  New  Birth, 
as  if  it  were  710  more  than  Baptifm." 

Therefore,  another  greater  and  better 
New  Birth  mufl  be  fuperadded  to  fupply 
the  DefeB.  And  yet  lone  would  think  the 
former  fiifficient  for  all  Purpofcs  of  a  Chrif- 

tian  3 
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tian ;  fuppofi'ng  only  that  St.  Paul  fpeaks 
Ephef.  -.  Truth  \  "  Chrift  fand:ified  and  cleanfed 
26.  the  Church  with  the  wajloing  of  Water  ; 
—  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a 
Glorious  Churchy  not  having  Spot^  or  Wrin- 
kle^ or  any  fuch  Thing." — 

But  I  am  again  forgetting  myfelf,   and 
Titk-PagCj   which  mentioned  not   Confu- 
tation^ but  only  Comparifon .     To  this  then 
let  us  proceed.      This  Myfiical  Regenera- 
tion is,  it  feems,   twofold,  a  Lefjer,  and  a 
Welley   Greater,       "  Born   again    in    the   Higher 
3  Journ.  ^^^  (j£  |.]^g    Word,    into   a  thorough,    in- 
^*   ^'      ward  Change,    by   the  Love  of  God  fhed 
abroad  in  the  Heart.     Born   again   in  the 
Lower  Senfe  is  receiving  Remifjion  of  Sins'' 
Whitf.    — Mr.  WhitefieU  makes  Converfwn  to  be  the 
3  Journ-  y^/;?^  Tubing  With  the  New  Birth.    And  Count 
^Wefley    Zlnzendorf  ('.\y%,   "  fiiftification  is  the  fame 

2  Journ.  as  being  /^or;z   0/"  God,     When   a  Man  is 
^"  ^^'      begotten  of  God,  his  Fear,  and  Sorrow,  and 

Senfe  of  the  Wrath  of  God,  are  the  Fangs 
*"  0/  the  New  Birth.'' — Mr.  Brai?7erd  fays  of 

Journ.  ■  *'  the  Indian  Conjurer,  one  of  thofe  whom 
p.  86.     ^]^gy  ^^\  Powwows,  that  after   his  Convcr- 

fion,  in  all  Refpeds,  he  bears  the  Marks  of 
Wefley   one  created  a-new  in  Chrijl  Jefus," — "  One 

3  Journ.  receives  a  full  clear  Senfe  of  Pardon,   with 
^'  Power  to  fm  no  more." 

They  muft  not,  however,  as  yet  wrap 
themfelves  up  in  Security..     For  Mr.  Wefley 

4  Jo^'n-  writes,  ''  many  go  throueh  the  Wilder- 
^■''"'  ^  nefs- 
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nefs-State  of  Doubts  and  Fears,  andjlrong 
Tejjjptatio?2Sj  after  they  have  received  Re- 
mijjion  of  Sins, —  After  a  clear    Jjjurance^  J°"''^- 
that  Go^  hath  forgiven  their  Sins,  —  they^'  ^'" 
are  not   to   think   themfelves  any    Thing 
even  after  this,  till  thoroughly  renewed  af- 
ter the  Image  of  Gody  —  Of  this  he  him- 
f elf  is  an  experimental  Wit  fiefs.     "  I  con- 2  Joum. 
tinned  to   feek    it    ( faving   Faith)    with?- ■'^i® 
ftrange  Indifference,  Dulnefs  and  Coldnefs, 
and  unufually  frequent  Relapfes  into  Sin, 
i\\\  Wednefday,  May  2j\.,  (1738)  and  then 
Affurance  was  given  me,  that  he  had  taken 
away  my  Sins,  even  mine."  —  But  imme- 
diately after  this  New  Birth ^  he  owneth, 
"  Satan's  Suggeftions  that  he  had  jjo  Faith,?.  30-33. 
—  was  much  buffeted  with  Temptations,  and 
a  Charge   of   not   having  a  more  fenfible 
Change*' — I  anfwered,  (fays  Mx.Wefley) 
I  Jin  not  to  Day  ;    and   Jefus  my  Mafter 
has    forbid    me  to    take  'Thought  for  the 
Morrow'*     Accordingly  to-r:orrow,    "  he 
hath  manifold  Temptations, — but  comes  off 
more  than  Conqueror; — has  Freedom  from 
Sin;  not   one  unholy  Defire." — Yet  two 
Days   afterwards,    fays,    "    /  grieved  the 
Spirit  of  God,    and  God  hid  his  Face  :  — . 
Again  affaulted  -,  —  had  more  Comfort,  — 
on    which   I    began   to  prefume  ;  —  then 
thrown   into  Perplexity,    whether    I   had 
any  Faith  at  all."  —  And  long  after  this, 
"  I   was   much  in   Doubt,   whether   Godi  J«urn;. 
O  o  would?  ^°' 
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would  not   lay  me  afide."  —  *'  Margaret 
H —  ( O  how  fallen  fince  then  !  )    wit- 
neffed   this  good  ConfeJJion^  that  the  Lamb 
of  God  had  taken  away   her  Sl?2s.*'  —  At 
the  fame  time  the  Love  of  God  fo  over- 
flowed her  Soul^  that  fhe  could  not  fpeak, 
or  move."      Here  obferve,   this  Woman 
was  born  again  both    in  the   Lower  and 
Higher  Sefife,    and    yet    fince    grievoully 
fallen.     Again  j    '^   A  young  Man,    who 
had   once  known   the  Peace  of  Godj  but 
had  fmned  it  away,  had  a  frefJ:)  and  clear 
Manifejlation  of  the  Love  of  God.''     And 
5n  general,  if  after  the  New  Birth,   they 
fall  (as  we  have  feen)  into  fuch  Terrors y 
Defpondencles,  Spiritual  Defertions,  fo  of- 
ten Sin^  and  rife  again,  &c,  — -  I  don't  fee 
but  their  Regeneration   may   be   often   re- 
peated^  again  and   again,   to  an  indefinite 
Term,  and  that  a  Man  may  keep  a  Birth- 
Day   every   Day  of  his   Life  j  and   every 
Day  experience  the  Ihrows  and  Paitgs  of 
Child-bearing.     [Hereby  we  may  be  fatis- 
iied,  that  the  invented  Peculiarity  of  their 
wonderful  Ne%v  Birthy   is,   properly  fpeak- 
ing,  nothing  but  the  renewijig  of  the  Spirit 
of  our  Minds  after  Sin,  or  a  being  renewed 
again  to  Repentance  \  —  -  renewed  in  Right e- 
cufnefs  and  true  Holinefsy    after  the  Image 
of  him  that  created  us,  &c.] 

In  order  to  attain   this  Netv  Birthy  in 
the  lower  or  higher  Senfe,  they  are  to  un- 
dergo 
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dergo  the   Torments   and    Agonies  of  a 
Woman  in  Travail.     For,  "  It  is  in   the  whitf. 
Spiritual i    as   in   the  Natural  Life ;    fo?nc 
feel  more,  others  lefs,    but  all  experience 
fome   Pangs  and   Travels,    e'er    Chrifi    is 
formed  in  them.''  -•-  "  As  my  Mother  bore  Wciley 
me   with  great  Pain,  fo  did  I  feel  greats  Jourii. 
Pain  in  my   Soul,  in  being  bo7'n  of  God.^'  ' 
I  thought  the  Pains  of  Hell  were  upon  me, 
and  that  my  Soul  was  taking  leave  of  my 
Body.    Was  in  this  violent  Agony  for  about 
four  Hours,  then  began  to  feel  I  ivns  born 

of  Godr 

Nothing  lefs   than  feeling,    as  it    were 
the  Agonies  of  Death,  the  Pains  of  Hell, 
and  thinking  they  are  /;/  Hell,  will  ferve. 
*'  Devils  are  dragging  them  to  Hell,  their  Pag.  19. 
Bodies  almoft  torn   afunder :  —  They  are 
feized   with   the  Spirit   of  Fear,    Horror, 
and  Defpair  : —  One  in  the  Pains  of  HellP-  40j^i, 
Is  ju/iifed,  and  the  Love  oj  God  fjed  abroad ^^' 
in  her  Heart : —  Another,  in  Defpair,  hath 
the  fame :  —  Another  finking  down  even 
as  dead,  hath   her  Shis  taken  away.  —  Qne4  journ. 
in  a  Fever  feels  great  Terrors ;  fears  leftp-  :^- 
he  fliould  drop  into  Hell : —  Another  over- 2  Journ. 
whelmed  with  a  ho7'rible  Dread,  expecting P  ^^• 
nothing  but  to  be  fwallowed  itp  in  a  Mo- 
ment."-— In  general,  as  Mr.  Wcfley  fpeaks, 
"  The  being  in  Oreo,    (/.  e,  in  Hell)  as  i  Journ, 
they  phrafe  it,  is  thought  an  indifpaifbU^' 
Preparative  for  being  a  Chrijlian." 

Go   2  The 
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The  fame  Accounts  we  have  in  Brai- 

journ.    nerd;    "  one   Indian   felt  that  it   was    a 

p.  8,  "^'2- gone  Cafe  with  him,  and  thought  he  muft 
fink  down  to  Hell; — but  is  foon  another 
Man^  created  a-new  in  Chrijl  Jefus.  —  A 
Conjurer^  and  Murtherer^  giving  out  that 
he  was  fome  Great  one^  - —  thinks  God  will 
fend  him  into  Hell^  is  juft  dropping  into 
it,  he  {hould  be  damned.'' 

Hence  Mr.  Wejley  defcribeth  the  feve- 
ral  Cryings  out,  Roari?7gSj  Tellings,  Con- 
viilfions,  Contorfions,  with  the  unutterable 
Agonies  of  Mind  and  Body^ —  by  fuch  Ex- 
preffions,  as  *'  groaning  for  Deliverance, 
calling  to  God,  as  out  of  the  Belly  of  Hell; 
us  in  their  Pai7is  and  Pangs,  &c.  and  if 
they  have  a  JJjarp  and  long  Labour,  then 
they  are  in  ftrong  Pain  for  fome  Days,  as  yet 
7Wt  de liver rd  at  all  ;  the  Children  are  come 
to  the  Birth,  but  there  is  not  Strength  to 
bring  forth.''— -Tht  fame  is  evidently  fup- 
pofed    by   Mr.    Whitefield,    in    his   Letter 

whitf.    from  Mr.  Wejley,   "  A  Woman  feized  with 

3  joiirn.  Yii\\Q  lefs   than   the  Agonies  of  Death;  — 

iive  Days  /lie  travailed  and  groaned,  then 

i]^  a  Moment  was  fidl  of  hove  and  Joy."  — 

Her  Friends  have  accounted  her  mad  for 

V,  Si.  thefe  three  Years." — Mr.  Seward  undergo- 
ing great  inward  Agonies  and  Tortures, 
like  thofe  of  St.  Paid,  a  poor  travelling 
Woman,  wlio  fold  Straw-Toys  (as  a  Mid- 
wife) comes  and  inftruds  him  in  the  Na- 
ture 
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ture  of  the  New  Birth:' — "  One  having 7  Journ. 
dropt  down  as  if  fhot  with  a  Gun;  upon'^"  '^" 
his  rifing,  I  had  half  an   Hour's  Conver- 
fation  with  him  on  the  Nature  of  the  New 
Birthr 

This  Kind  of  Regeneration  we  mufl  ac- 
knowledge with  Mr.  Wejley,  to  be  "  fome- 
thing  more  than  that  oi  Baptifm :''  To 
which  I  Hiall  foon  find  a  proper  Parallel 
throughout.  But  firfl  (hall  mention  a  few 
Comparifons  as  to  Hell  felt  in  the  New  Birth. 

Plutarch  fays  in  general,  that  "  a  hor-Vol.  ir. 
rible  and  rigid  Trembling  and  Quaking  is^'  ^^ 
called  Ttt§Tagi(^eiv,  bei7jg  in  Hell,  or  aBirig 
Hell:' — Bartolus  fays,    that  Ignatius  felt 
the  Throes  of  Regeneration  to  be  as  bad  as 
Hell,  and  that  the  Devils  could  not  invent 
a  woffe  Torture:' —  "  St.  Terefa's  Spiritual    Li^^- 
Regeneration  was  thus  j  "  Our  Lord  pla-  P.V3J. 
ceth  her  in  Hell  to  fee  the  Torments  pre- 
pared for  her  there. — The  Entrance  is  like 
a  lowj  narrow^  dark   Furnace  :  —  At  the 
End   of  the   PafTage   is   a  certain   hollow 
Place,  like  a  Pre/s  in  a  Wall,  into  which 
fhe  faw    herfelf  crowded  extremely  clofe, 
—  But  as  to  the  feelifig  Part,    'tis  a  Thing, 
that  can  neither  he  related,    or  underftood. 
She  felt  a  Fire  in  her  Soul.     All  the  moft 
infupportable  Pains  flie  had  endured,   tho' 
caufed  by  the  Devil,  are  nothing  of  what 
I   felt  there,    prefing,    agonizing,  fifing, 
ilcfperafc  a?id  torturifig  Difcontent  and  Dif- 
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gujl,' — To  fay  *tis  ah  Eradication^  or  rend- 
ing of  the  Soul,  is  to  fay  little :  The  ^oul 
tears  itfelf  in  Pieces ; — by  an  interior  Fire 
and  Defpairy  burned,  and  cut  in  Piece- 
meal all  at  once."  And  a  little  farther, 
"  She  is  again  reduced  to  the  fame  State^ 
Vol.  II.  for  fome  particular  Sins."  — And  flill  after 
P-3I-  this,  "  She  loofeth  all  the  Confolations  of 
God ;  —  all  Virtues,  even  Faith  itfelf,  arc 
fufpended,  &c.  the  Devil  bringing  her  to 
fuch  Heavinefs  and  Darknefs,  as  cannot 
be  exprejj'edy  much  lefs  exaggerated.  — 
The  Lord  tells  her,  it  was  from  the 
De'vil." 

In  this  Comparifon,  (befides  the  general 
Similitude  with  the  Methodijlical  New 
Birth)  may  be  obferved,  the  Refemblance 
with  poor-  Mr.  Whitefield,  whom  the 
Devil  fjut  up  in  his  Clofet,  and  locked  up 
in  Iron  Armour :  —  The  Devils  being 
the  Caifc  of  the  Pangs  m  the  New  Birth, 
—  and  the  Neceffity  of  its  being  feveral 
Times  repeated. 
Pflg  65.  And  farther  on,  Terefa  fays,  ".  that  the 
Religious  under  her  Inflitution  every  Month 
give  their  Superior  an  Account  of  their 
Spirit -y  wherein,  with  great  Fidelity,  they 
difcover  all  the  Turnings  aad  Windings 
of  tlieir  Souls  to  him,  who  hereby  exactly 
nnderiland?,  and  weighs  their  Improve- 
ments." Which  perfedly  agreeth  with 
r\Ir.  JVcfcy^  FreparafQ?-v  Ceremony  of  Con- 

fflon 


(  28;  ) 

fejjion  to  bimfelf;  "  I  fpent  the  Remainder 
of  this,  and  the  following  Week,  in  exa- 
mimng  thofe  of  the  Society  ;  fpeakingy^^Y'- 
rally  to  eachy  that  I  might  tnore  perfeclly 
know  the  State  of  their  Souls  to  Godivard," 
This  is  the  identical  Man,  who  had  the 
AlTurance  folemnly  to  declare,  "  ivhat  /^^piainAc- 
praBife  is,  the  Confejjion  of  fever al  Perfo?is'^"^''^^ 
conjointly^  not  to  a  Prieft^  but  to  each  other ''^'  ' 

Not  that  bare  Confcffion,  even  to  Mr. 
Wefleyy  will  be  a  fiifficient  Preparation  for 
the  New  Birth  : — Pe7iancies  are  to  be  un- 
dergone ;  divers  Purgations  and  Luf  rations 
of  a  cruel  Kind  are  to  be  their  Portion 
(not  the  SatisfaBion  of  Chrift)  before  their 
being  born  again  ;  and  thefe  as  an  Equiva- 
lent to  Purgatory,  and  necefTary  for  the 
Expiation  for  Sin.  —  I  adjourn  this  Point 
for  a  Minute,  becaufe  I  mufl  not  omit 
Madam  Bourignon,  whofe  Inftitutions  hav- 
ing thrown  a  Man  into  a  dangerous  Diflem^ 
per,  filling  him  with  Sorrow,  Sadnefs  and 
Sighing,  &c.  She  tells  his  Wife,  *'  that 
her  Dodrine  is  a  Milk,  [tho'  very  four] 
that  begetteth  Virgins ;  the  Man's  Sorrow 
good  and  wholefome, —  a  Bleffing  defigned 
to  purge  his  Soul,  to  bring  him  to  Pcr^ 
feBion,  to  unite  him  to  God :  —  TJiat  thefc 
wholefome  Pains  and  Sighs  are  the  Throes 
of  the  Spiritual  Birth,  and  that  Children, 
Natural  or  Spiritual,  ca?inot  be  born  again 
'without  Pain  to  the  Flcfh.     Wherefore,  I 

eftcem 
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efteem  your  Husband  happy  for  his  Child- 
bearing  Pains ^  Light  rifen  in  Darknefs, 
Part  IV.  Lett.  22. 

Thefe   Signs  of   the    "New  Birth  were 
much  the  fame,  when  ^akerifm  had  got 
Footing  in  the  Nation.     And  that  Popery 
fet  it  on  Foot,  and  furnjflied  it  too  with 
StiltSy  Mr.  JVeJley   muft  have  heard.     In 
Chap.  ^^- burner's  Hijlory  of  Providences^  '^'  Dodtor 
Glanviil   Templar  relateth  the  Cafe  of  Robert  Church^ 
on  Witch- f2iany  who  was  leaving  \ht  Church  of  En- 
laT^6.   ^  gl^^ndy  and  embracing  %/r^/^fr//;«  i  his  Wife 
Ed,  1726.  being  farther  gone,  and  a  Principle  xor ought 
in  her^     But  the  Man  a   little  htiitating, 
was  told  by  a  ^aker,  that  he  fbould  fee  a 
Sign.     Within  a  few  Nights  there  was  a 
violent  Storm  over  his  Room,  and  a  Voice 
within  him  faid,  f?7g  Praifes,  fing  Praifes  j 
thou  fhalt  fee  the  Glories  of  the  New  Jeru^ 
falem-,   and   a  glimmering  Light  appeared 
all  over  the  Room.     The  Voice  then  com- 
manded him  to  get  out  of  his  Bed  naked, 
to  go  fo  to  fome  Relations,   and  threaten 
them  with  Fire  and  Brimfione,  like  that 
on  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  if  they  did  not 
obey.    He  went  fiaked,  performed  his  Mef- 
fage,  and  returned  Home,  where  he  flood 
naked   three  or   four    Hours ;    the   Spirit 
within  him,  in  an  unufual  Manner ;  fome- 
times   forcing  him    to  fmg,  fometimes  to 
bark  like  a  Dog. — The  Spirit  too  bad  him 
kill  his  obftinate  Brother  and  Sifter.     And 

made 
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made  him  utter  with  great  Readinefs 
many  Places  in  Scripture,  of  which  he 
knew  nothing  before.  The  Drift  was  to 
perfuade  him  to  ^akerifij,  of  which  Se5l 
it  named  many.  In  about  three  or  four 
Hours  the  Man  catne  to  hi?nfelf,  and  gave 
a  perfed:  Accouijt  of  all  that  had  befallen 
him.  Some  Nights  afterwards  the  fa7nc 
Trouble  was  renewed.  His  Wife  was  tor- 
tured ivith  extraordinary  Pains;  and  the 
C/'/A/rf;;  complained,  that  their  Mouths  were 
flopped  as  nvith  Wool.  Upon  Dr.  Templar's 
Continuance  with  him,  and  by  Prayer^  he 
was  i^QxkCiXy  free  from  all  Moleftation-,  and 
he,  by  the  DoBor^%  Advice,  kept  clofe  to 
the  Public  Service  of  God,  and  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  fakers,  or  their 
Writings.  But  the  ^laker  gave  out,  "  that 
the  Power  of  God  would  come  upon  him  a^ 
gain.''  And  accordingly  on  the  Tenth 
of  the  Month,  his  Troubles  returned.  The 
Voice  faid  many  Things,  and  quoted  Scrip- 
ture  to  bring  him  from  the  Church  to 
^akerifm  j  and  faid,  "  it  would  ftrive 
with  him,  as  the  Angel  did  with  Jacob, 
until  the  Breaking  of  the  Day  :  At  which 
Time  it  left  him.  When  the  Spirit  came 
again,  he  was  peremptory  in  refifting  it, 
and  faid  it  was  a  Spirit  of  Delufion. 
Upon  which  the  Spirit  denounced  a  Curfe 
and  Damnation  upon  him ;  and  fo  left 
him  with  a  '•jcry  great  Heat  in  his  Body. 

'  P  p  After 
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After  this  being  comforted,  and  confider- 
ing  what  had  happened,  A  Voice  within 
him  Jpakcy  and  faid,  "  that  the  Spirit^ 
which  was  before  upon  him,  was  a  Spirit 
of  Delujiony  but  now  the  true  Spirit  of 
God  was  come  into  him."  It  acquainted 
him,  that  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  was 
true,  and  that  God  had  an  EleB  People, 
&c.  the  Truth  of  which  the  Minijler  of 
the  Town  would  inflrud:  him  in. —  A  few 
Days  after,  the  Spirit  came  upon  him  in 
the  Field,  and  prelTed  him  to  believe,  that 
he  was  aded  upon  by  the  good  Spirit ; 
of  which,  however,  he  much  doubted.  — 
One  Night  it  told  him,  "  if  he  would  not 
believe  without  a  Sig7J,  he  fhould  have 
what  Sign  he  would  ?  Upon  that  Robert 
Churchmajj  defired,  that  if  it  was  a  good 
Spirit,  the  Wire-CandleJIick,  which  ftood 
upon  the  Cupboard,  might  be  turned  into 
Brafs ;  which  the  Spirit  faid  he  would 
do.  Prefently  there  was  an  unfavory  Smell 
in  the  Room,  but  nothing  was  done  to- 
wards fulfilling  the  Prcjnife.  On  the 
Lord's-Day  following,  it  came  upon  him 
in  Church  :  When  the  Chapters  were  read, 
he  turned  to  them  in  his  Bible,  but  was 
not  able  to  read.  When  the  P/alm  was 
fung,  he- could  not  pronounce  a  Syllable, 
The  next  Day  his  Speech  was  v^holly  taken 
from  liim.  *'  As  we  were  prayi?ig,  (fays 
Dr.  Templar)   he   was  thrown  out  of  his 

Bed, 
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BeJ,  and  called  to  me,  with  great  Vehe- 
mence, to  hold  my  Tongue.    When  Prayer 
was  done,  his  Tongue  was   bound  as  be- 
fore, till   at  laft  he  broke  out  into   thefe 
Words,  "   Thine  is  the  Kingdom,'"  which 
he    repeated    above    a     hundred    Times. 
Sometimes  he  was  forced  into  an  extreme 
Laughter  ;    fometimes   into   Singi?jg ;    his 
Hands  beating   his    Breajl,    with    unufual 
Heavings    in   his    Body.      The   Dijiemper 
continued  'till  towards  the  Morning  of  the 
next  Day  j  when  the  Voice^  fignifying  that 
it  would  leave    him,    bad  him    get   upon 
his  KneeSy   in  order  to  that  End.     He  did 
fo,    and  prefently   he  had  a  perfecll  Com- 
-mand  of  himfelf-,    and  gave   a   fober  Ac- 
count of  all  that  pafTed,   having  a  diJiinSl 
Kemembrance   of  what  the   Spirit    fiirced 
him  to  do.  —  But   foon   after  the  Spirit 
raged  again  after  its  former  Manner  j  but 
he  was  by  Frayer  intirely  releafed.     This 
prevailed  upon  him,  his  Family^  and  7nany 
others^  to  difclaim  ^akcrifin,   and   attend 
the  Parochial  Church.     You  may  be  con- 
fident of  the  Truth  of  what   is   here   re- 
lated by  J.  T." — Immediately  follows,  in 
Turner,  the  Cafe  of  one  John  Gilpin.    He 
was  much  taken  with  the  new  Docfrine  of 
^/akcrifm  ;  and  being  directed  to  hearken 
to  the  Voice  within  him^  one  Day  as  he  was 
walking  in  his  Chamber ,  he  began  to  quake 
extremely,  could  not  ftand,  but  fell  upon 
P  p  2  his 


(    292    ) 

his  Bed,  where  he  cried  and  howled  in  a 
terrible  and  hideous  Manner,  (as  others  of 
them  ufed  to  do)  which  he  looked  upon 
as   the   Pains  of  the  New  Birth ;   by  De- 
grees he  ceafed  from  howling^  and  rejoiced, 
that  now  he  could  witnefs  againfl  the  M/- 
nijiers  of  E?rglandy    as  Falfe   Prophets  and 
Priefts  of  Baal      After   this   he   has  di- 
vers painful,  unfeen  Strokes, — hears  Voices^ 
' —  difcerns  fomething  enter  into  his  Body, 
which  Sata?i  fuggefted  to  be  the  Spirit  of 
God  like  a  Dove,- — He  is  in  great  Rapture^ 
as  apprehending  his  Spiritual  Marriage  and 
Union   with   Chrift  -,   and  heard  the    Voice 
faying,  "  Chrijl  in  God^  and  God  in  Chrift, 
md  Chrijl  in  thee.''    Which  Words  he  was 
compelled  to  fng  in  a  ftrange  Manner ;  as 
alfo  divers  Paffages  of  Scripture ;  then  the 
Devil  raifed   him  up,    and   bid  him    be 
{tumble;  then  brought  him   on   his  Knees 
again. — Then,  carried  about  the  Town,  he 
proclaimed,  "  I  am  the  Way,    the  Truth, 
and  the   Life."      Once   being   cail:    upon 
his   Back   on  the  Ground,  the  Foice  faid, 
*'  Thou  fhalt    have   two  ylngels  to  keep 
thee ; "    and    immediately    two    Swallows 
came  down  the  Chimney.     After  this  he 
goes  roaring  about  the  Streets ,  his  Hand 
is  forced  to  take  up  a  Knife,  and  put  it  to 
his   Throaty  the  Voice  faying,    *'   Open  a 
Hole  there,    and  1   will  give  thee  Eternal 
Life,''     But  perfuaded  by  his  Wife  to  go 

to 
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to   Bed^    in  the  Morning   he  roared   out, 
**  Now    the    Devil  is    gone  cut    of  me :" 
At  which  Iiiilant  there  was  heard  a  great 
Thunder.  —  The   Devil   came    again    and 
faid,  **  that   it  was  Satan  that  had  poJ]eJ]'ed 
him  hitherto,  but  now  Chrijl  was  come, 
and  had  caft  out  Satan ;  and  that  what  he 
had  done  before  in   his  Cloaths    in   Obe- 
dience to  Satan^  he  muft  undo  in  his  Shirt 
in  Obedience  to  Chrijl''      Whereupon  he 
goes  out  into  the  Streets  in  his  Shirty  and, 
in  Obedience  to  the  Devil's  Command,  is 
carried  hy  four  Women  into  his  Bed.  Then 
ht  feels  in  his  Belly  the  Living  V/ater  of  the 
Spirit^    flowing  up  and  down,    and   two 
ylngels  wait   upon  him    in  the   Shape   of 
Butterflies.     After  this,  fufpeding  that  he 
was  aBed  by  Satan.,  he  cries  out,  "  Lord, 
'what  iviit  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  The  Devil 
anfwered,  "Tis  now  too  late\  Sentence  is  already 
pcjj'ed   agaitifl    thee."      Hereupon    he   lay- 
down  in  Defpair ;   but  prefently  the  Devil 
told  him,  "  that  it  was  a  white  Devil  that 
had  deluded  him  this  fecond   Time,    but 
that  now    Ch7'ifl   was   come    indeed,    and 
would  cafi  him  cut."      He   then  thought 
the  Devil   was  ejeBed;    but  then  all   his 
Members  fell  on  working,  as  if  the  Pangs 
of  Death  were  upon  him  ;   the  Voice  tell- 
ing him,  *'  that  they  were  the  'Pangs  of  the 
New  Birth,   and  Chrifl  was  new-formed  in 
him"     And  the  Devil  told   him,   "  that 

now 
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now  he  fhould  work  Wonders^  and  caji  out 
Devils  in  Chrijl's  Name.''  The  Man 
thinking  it  all  a  Safanical  Dekjion,  he  fell 
into  a  horrid  Fear, /and  the  Devil  told 
him,  "  that  all  this  while  he  had  been 
fervijig  him  ;  and  that  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
pent. Hence  he  fell  into  Defpair^  and 
great  Terrors.  But  at  laft  God  gave  him 
Repentance i  and  Peace  in  his  Confcience. 
"Whereupon  he  puhlified  a  Narrative  of 
thefe  Things,  as  a  Caution  to  others ; — at- 
tefted  under  the  Hand  of  the  Mayor  of 
Kendal^  Minijier,  School-majler,  &c."  — 
There  follows  more  of  this  Satanical 
Jhocking  Kind  ;  '  many  falling  into  dread- 
ful Tremblings  in  their  whole  Bodies  and 
Joints,  with  Rifings  and  Swellings  in  their 
Bowels ;  Shriekings,  Yellings,  Howlings, 
and  Roarings.  And  yet  fome  were  in- 
duced by  thefe  Artifices  to  leave  the  Church 
for  ^akcj-ifm-j  being  perfuaded  to  expeSl 
the  Power  to  come^  &c." 

Much  more  I  could  produce  from  the 
early  Accounts  of  ^akerifm,  concerning 
their  hm^rihle  Fits,  knocking  down  People 
by  a  Look^  or  Word,  and  fpreading  the 
Contagion  inftantly  among  Numbers ;  —  all 
Marks  and  Proofs  of  the  New  Birth.  But 
what  I  have  here  tranlcribed  may  be 
thought  tedious  -,  though,  I  hope,  not 
unfeafbnable,  or  ijnpcrtincnt .  For  here  we 
have    a  ftrange    Fanaticifm    caught   from 

Prpcry 
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Popery  by  the  ^/akers,  and  from  both  by 
the  Methodifts  j  who  have  taken  a  Copy  cf 
the  Pidlure  very  exactly,  and  in  the  moll 
mi?iute  Li?ies  and  Features.  Some  Diffe- 
rence there  is,  as  to  the  Methodijh  taking 
up  a  Delufiony  which  (as  far  as  I  can  judge) 
the  fakers  have  been  laying  down  ^  —  and 
as  the  Mifiijiers  of  the  Church  took  Occafion 
from  fuch  horrible  A6tions,  Appearances, 
and  Pretenfions,  to  recover  the  Sufferer 
from  their  Delufwns^  which  Mr.  Wejley 
is  perverting  to  their  Co?ifirf)mtion.  Whe- 
ther all  be  not  mere  Diabolical  Operation, 
or  Magical  Lnpojiure,  or  Juggling  Artifice , 
or  Natural  Enthufiafm  highly  ivorked  up 
by  a  cimning  Operator,  or  the  EffeB  of 
Jome  unaccountable  Difiemper  -,  —  and  how 
far  all,  or  any  of  thefe  may  be  concerned, 
and  where  to  fix  their  Boundaries ;  —  I 
confefs  myfelf  unable  to  determine.  Though 
in  general  it  is  clear  enough,  that  the 
My/iery  of  Iniquity  is  working. 

But  I  muff  remember  what  I  mention- 
ed, concerning  fomc  other  cruel  Purgations 
and  Luftrations  like  Purgatory,  wliich  the 
Methodifis  muff  undergo,  as  Preparatory  to 
the  New  Birth.  Hence,  I  fuppofe,  the 
JDevonJljire  Farmer,  (as  before  related)  fo 
readily  fubmitted  to  the  Difcipline  of  forty 
Stripes  fave  one,  and  his  Wife  to  a  Piirg" 
ing  by  Fire  and  Water  — Hence  Mr.  Wefley 
mentions  *'  one,  whom  God  is  pU7'ifying\  Journ, 
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in  the  Fire,  for  beating  his  Wife^  a  Me^ 

thodifi,  -in   Anfwer  to   the  Prayen  of  his 

Wife."  — Hence  he  fpeaks  fo  often  of  a 

3  Journ.  Fire    burning    in    his   Difcipks.      **  One 

P-95-      was  crying  continually,  I  burn,  I  burn  y  O! 

what  fhall  I  do  ?  I  have  a  Fire  within  me'* 

5  Journ.  —  Another  fays,  "  I  felt  the  very  Fire  of 

P-  ^3-      Hell ',  all  my  Body  was  in  as  much  Pain, 

as  if  I  had  been  in  a  burning  fiery  Furnace'* 

And  hence  his  Conftrudion  of  that  Text, 

*'  coficerning   the   Fiery  T?'ialy  which  is  to 

try  us y     I    Pet.   iv.    12.    (which  ignorant 

Commentators  expound  by  Perfecutions)  as 

belonging  to  his  inward  Fire,  &c. 

After   the   fame   Manner   the   Papalins 

ThyrjB    teach.     "  ^tv&i:d\  PoJj'eJJed  Perfons,   or  the 

Daemon.  j)^^^i  jn   them,    complain   of  burning  at 

^',8Vi'23-t:he  Prefence,    or  by  the   Prayers  of  the 

Saints ;  and  hereby  being  in  a  double  Fire,'* 

DeLoc.   — The   fame    Author    fays,    "  that    the 

Infeft.      Devils,    who  poffefs  others,  bring  a  Fire 

^'  ^^*      like   that  of  Hell  with  them,  and  caufe  a 

Tom.  IV. terrible  Burning."  —  In  the  Malleus  Male- 

^* '*^*    ficariim  we  find  thefe  inward  Burnings  X.o 

h^  2,  certain  Sign  of  being  be- devil' d."    He 

Tom.  iii.writeth  again,   "  that  by  a  good  Exorcift 

p- 8, 229.  one  Fire  muft  be  driven  out  by  another, 

and  the  Devil,  who  lurks  in  his  Prey,  be 

put  to  Flight  by  burning  Methods,  like  the 

Flames  of  Hell  -,  and  then  he  will  go  out 

in  the  Shape  of  Fire,  but  leave  a  Burning 

behind  him," 

But 
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Bat  whatever  Likenefs  thefe  torturi7ig 
LiUjlrations  m.iy  carry  of  Purgatory ;  Mr. 
Wejley  may  perhaps  difimguijh  (as  he  did 
with  Regard  to  Confejjion)  that  Fopifi  Fur- 
gatory  hes  on  the  other  Side  the  Grave ; 
his  belongs  only  to  this  Life.  But  this 
Pretence  muft  be  deemed  7nere  Cavil.  By 
mitedating  and  forejlalling  the  Time,  he 
hath  Popifi  Examples ;  and  may  take  Ad- 
vantage of  Papal  Difpenfatio72S,  which 
fometimes  commute  the  Penance,  and  releafe 
Perfons  from  the  Torments  of  Purgatory 
after  Death,  upon  Condition  of  their  un- 
dergoing equivalent  Sufferings  here.  OnCj^jf^.  2. 
fuch  Inftance  we  had  before  of  Pope  C/^-Cap.  55 
tncjit :  Another  fuch  Grant  we  fee  in  Spe- 
culum  Exemplorum :  Another  in  Diarium 
Minimoriun,  September  12.  —  Another  in 
the  Francifcan  Martyr ology.  May  1 4,  where 
*«  Sifter  Cafildis  requeued,  that  fhe  might 
enjoy  in  this  Life  the  Punifliment  flie 
was  to  receive  in  Purgatory.  It  was 
granted,  and  flie  was  feized  with  a  Ho/y 
Fire,  (Igne  Sacro,  or  St.  Anthony's  Fire) 
from  Head  to  Foot,  which  totally  con- 
fumed  her." — There  may  indeed  be  fome 
Danger  in  making  this  Exchange-,  the  Suf- 
ferings here  being  certain,  the  other  ima- 
ginary. 

But,  even  upon   this  Suppofition,  "  the 

Torments  infii<!led  on  the  Methodifts  will 

be  great  Gain  ;  by  bringing  them  to  a  State 

Q^q  of 
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of   Perfeclion^    and    unfinmng    Obedience^ 
which    will    be  full  Proof   too  of   their 
Tar  don  and  Sahation.*'      And    that  this 
PerfeBion  extendeth  not  barely  to  a  Simi- 
litude  with  ChriJI^    but   an   Equality^    we 
may   recall  Mr.  JVeJley's  certain  "  Expe- 
riences y  of  Tome  of  his  Followers  being  as 
free  from  inward  Corruption^  and  all  Re- 
mainders of  Corruption y    as  Chrift  himfelf 
was:"  —  "  Pardon,  with  Power  iofm  no 
more,  &c."     We  may  obferve  how  care-« 
fully,  for   Fear   of  a   Miftake,    he  inferts 
4  journ.  Expreffions  to  this  Purpofe ;  "  Thoroughly 
?"  Tourn    ^^"^^^^  ^^^^^^   ^^  Image  of  Chrifi  j  —  an 
p.  82.      entire  Change  from  the  Image  of  the  Devil 
to  the  Image  of  God. —  Mr.  Whitefield  too  j 
"  All  experience  Pangs  and  Travels,  e'er 
Chrift   is   formed   in  them,   and   brought 
forth   in  the  Meafure  of  his  Fulnefs,  who 
fiileth  all  in  all.''     Such  is  their  PerfeBion, 
equal  to  God's  Fuhefs,  and  fo  to  be  brought 
forth    in   us.      And   yet    the    fame    Mr. 
Whitefield,  (as  a  Proof  of  his  Confifiency  and 
7  Journ.  Impartiality)  complains  elfe where,  "  that 
fome   Englifli   Friends    had   thrown   alide 
the  Ufe  of  Means,  and  were  difputing  for 
fmlefs  PerfeSiion,  and  univ erf al  Redemption .'' 
This  is  one  of  his  *  Home-Strokes'   upon 
Mr.  Wefiey,  and  Adhere^its. 

Thus  muft  the  poor  Methodifts  be 
plunged  over  Head  and  Ears  into  Variety 
of  Tortures  beyond  Exprejjmu  cr  Conception  ; 

in 
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in  Lakes  of  Fire,  as  bad  as  Purgatory^  or 
Hell  j  and  then  they  have  the  Favour  of 
being   told    by    their   Teachers^   that  they 
are  regenerate  and  incorruptible.     And  thofe 
who  have  the  ftrongefi  Fancy,  the   bolde/l 
Imagination  and  Prefumption,  will  fooneft 
believe,  —  and   be   deceived.     Let  me   fee 
among   them    but   a  fmgle   Injlance^   that 
will  exceed  the  Cafe  of  that  mighty  Hera 
of  Antiquity,  Achilles,     "  When  he  was 
youngs  the   old  Lady,  his  Mother,  dipped 
him  in  the  Stygian  Lake,   as  a  fure  Mer- 
thod  of  rendering  him  invidjicrable.     But, 
unluckily,  as  flie  held  him  by  the  Heel, 
while  file  was  waJJjifig  him,  that  Part  re- 
mained unfecure-,  and  in  the  Day  oi  Battle, 
there  the  Pythian  God  mortally  wounded  hi?n." 
After  all  their  Lufirations,  the  old  Serpent 
will  bite  them   by   the  Heel.     The  common 
Cant  of  Enthufiafm^    that    whatever    the 
Saints  do,  after  the  New  Birth,  is  no  Sin, 
or  that  God  feet h  no  Sin  in  the  Ele5f,  will 
fcarce  infure  them  ; —  Nor  yet  Mr.  White-'  i  Deal, 
^^/^'s  modeft  AlTurance  oi  ChriJVs  Prero-^-^^- 
gative   being    transferred   to   him-,    *'  God-i,  joum. 
being   pleafed  to  fhew  me,  that  1  fiouW-  ^^'' 
bruife   Satan's   Head:''  —  Nor    the   fame 
Power  aflumcd  by  other  Methodifts,   *'  of  WcHey 
bruifing  his  Head,  and  trampling  him  un-^  ^°"''"' 
der  their  Feet."     Which,  however,  may 
deferve  as   much   Credit,  as  the   Story  of 
•'  St.  Dunjtan's  holding  the  Devil  by  the 
Q^c|  2  Nofe 
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J^ofe  with  a  Pair  of  red-hot  Tongs  y*  —  or, 
Vita     *'  St.  Gertrude's  ha?2ging  the  Devil  upon  a 
Gertrud.  Gibbet^  which  her  Hijiorian  fays,  rtie  did, 
f  •  ^^^^J     truly,  literally,  and  corporally : '  '-—Or, ' '  either 
Sar^um.    St.  JuUand'Sy  or  St.  Margaret's  fierce  Conir 
Feb.  2  2.    bat  with  the  Devil,  and  their  taking  hin:> 
Jan.  CO.  ^^  .^  ^j^^j^  Arms,   and  throwing  him  out 
upon  the  Dunghill'' 

§.  50.  It  were  no  difficult  Matter  to 
profecute  this  Subjeft,  of  fuch  Phantajiic 
privileges  attained  by  fuch  horrible  Me- 
thods ;  —  through  Turks,  Injidels,  and  He- 
retics,  and  other  wickedly  Enthujiajlic  Sec- 
taries, ejpe daily  Papijis  ; — and  liereby  trace 
out  fo  many  genuine  Marks  of  falje  Re- 
ligion,— but  true  Iwpo/lure. 

But  I  promifed  a  proper  a^id  complete 
Parallel  of  our  Metbodijiical  New  Birth, 
Which  I  am  now  to  perform,  —  by  two 
Comparifons ',  the  FiiH  of  which  fhall  be 
the  famous  Initiation  into  the  My  fieri  es-, 
that  confummate  Delufion  of  the  Heathen 
World,  and  which  hath  been  called  *'  the 
moft  execrably-facred  Invention  of  diabo- 
lical Vm^'iiy  2indi  Fallacy." 

The   later   Platonifls,    (who    were    the 

moft    acute    and   bitter    Enemies    to    the 

Chriftian  Religion)  in  Oppoiition   to  Bap- 

iifmal  Regeneration,  boafted  greatly  of  their 

p.ieroc.  own  Myftical  Inftitutions.      Hierocles  wri- 

^^f^\  tcth,    '[  'Tis  neceffary  for   the  Purgation 

of 
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.of  the  Soul,  and  its  Rcjlitutiony  to  be  initiated 
into  our  Myfleries^  —  which  bring  on  the 
PerfcBion  of  the  whole  Man.  Without 
thefe  Cathartics  of  the  Lucid  Body,  we 
offend  both  in  Body  and  Mind.  Bat  by 
Initiation  Men  are  upon  the  JVi7ig  for  a 
Participation  of  Divinity  j  are  reftored  to 
their  Frimiti'-oe  State,  become  Gods,  and 
are  no  longer  Mortals, 

"  The  initiated  are  carried  through  g^^ 
terrible  Vifions,  Co?icuJJions  of  the  P lace,  Brockks- 
Fire,  and  Smoke,  and  Darknefsy  and  va-  ^^''  P-  ^°* 
riciis  frightful  ObjeBs ;  —  tlirough  Purga- 
tory and  Hell  conveyed  into  Ely  feu  m  and 
Heaven.''  "  This  Theurgy,  or  Sacred 
Work,  is  the  Art  of  Divine  Operations,  to 
cure  Difeafes,  drive  away  Dcemons,  perfect 
and  regenerate  the  Soul  by  magical  Cere^ 
monies',  and  is  introductory  to  celeflial  Il- 
luminations, Infpirations,  Apparitions,  and 
God'Societies  j  to  all  fublime  and  venerable 
SpcBacles.'" — '*  As  in  Souls  there  is  a  Prin- 
ciple  of  ReduBion  ',  they  have  certain  Tokens 
and  Impreffions  from  God,  whereby  they 
are  moved  to  return.  And  they  have 
provided  a  magical  Fountain  of  Virtue  for 
Souls  in  the  Cavities  of  Hecate's  left  Side ; 
and  certain  Deities,  called  'A^etAiJcr^i,  In- 
exorable, and  not  to  be  fweetened,  G*t*." 
. —  famblic'us  fpeaks  of  "  Dcemons  that  tcr-Myd^r. 
rify  and  threaten  hcrribh,    and  agitate  and  ?*^*^^"^''v 

■  ^y  "  '  ^  Lap.  5,  6, 
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draw  Souls  by  afionijhing  and  flaking  the 
Imagination.  But  this  is  refolved  into  the 
Authority  of  the  Prieji,  who,  in  Virtue  of 
the  fecret  Myfteries^  adls  not  as  a  Man^  but 
asaGo^j  and  therefore  his  Cojnmands  are 
Ibonger  than  would  other  wife  become 
him.  Not  that  he  intends  to  execute  what 
he  threateneth  5  but  to  (hew  what  Autho^ 
rity  he  hath,  by  Means  of  his  Ufiion  with 
the  Gods :  Which  Union  he  hath  pro- 
cured by  his  Knowledge  of  the  fecret  Sym- 
bols."  —  "  The  Dcemons  have  the  Guar- 
dianfLip  of  the  Ineffable  Myjieries,  which 
comprehend  the  Dtfpofition  of  the  World.'' 

St.   Aujlin   relateth    the    Sentiment    of 

Porphyry y    a    Flatontjl^    (not    the   Jamous 

DeCiv.  One;  he  will  come  in  afterwards)  "  that 

Lib.'  10.  the  Soul    by   certain  'Thetirgigal  Confecra- 

Cap.  9.   tionSy  which   they  call  InitiationSy  is  ren- 

l-gp  g  °Q  dered  fit    and    ^pt  for  the   Reception   of 

Spirits y  and  Angels y  2indio  fee  the  Gods.'* 

For  a  particular  Example  we  may  call 
in  Juliany  the  Apofiate^  once  a  Lecturer 
in  the  Chrijiian  Church,  who,  like  the 
Methodijlsy  fet  up  the  New  Birth  of  the 
Myjieries  Platonic,  againft  that  of  Baptiftn-, 
and  as  Gregory  Nazianzen  hath  it  in  his 
Fir  ft  Stelitcntic,  *'  oppofed  an  execrable 
Initiation  to  the  Chrijiian  Initiation  by 
Baptifm ; — for  this  he  defcendeth  into  fiib- 
terrancan  Dens  of  Darknefs  to  confult  Dce- 
monsy  and  bring  out  Prophecy ;  where  he  is 

ilruck 
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ftruck  with  Terrors^  firange  iimifual  Sounds^ 
fiery  SpeSfacks^  many  idle  and  formidable 
Objedls ;  and  this  again  and  again.  What 
Iftipojlures  and  Delujions  were  his  Fate  be- 
fore he  returned,  they  can  tell,  who  are 
initiated  themfelves,  or  initiate  others.  — 
But  he  returns  with  a  ghaftly,  mad  Look, 
as  pojjejjed  by  a  Damon.  This  they  call 
Enthujiafm.  And  he  was  highly  delighted 
with  his  Tortures  and  Bu7'7iings,  —  This 
was  not  the  leaft  of  his  Impieties,"  —  St.^jb^yf* 
Cyril  alfo  upbraideth  him  on  the  fame 
Account,  "  as  a  Patron  of  thofe  ncSluriial 
and  immodeH  MyfteriesJ" 

So  far  concerning  the  Platonijls.  But 
I  have  a  Mind  to  enlarge  a  little,  and  be 
more  particular  about  the  MyJlerieSj  for  the 
Sake  of  better  Comparifon,  And,  for  the 
fame  Reafon,  I  would  once  more  juft 
run  over  the  principal  Occurrences  in  the 
Progrefs  of  Methodifm.  "  They  fet  out 
with  triflingly  fuperftitioiis  Rules,  prepared 
for  great  Things,  and  undergoing  a  Pur- 
gationy  by  unreafonable  Failings,  Watch- 
ings,  Mortifications  j  neither  laugbingy  nor 
fmilingy  unlefs  compelled  to  it  by  the 
Devil',  private  Confe/JionSy  without  any 
Manner  of  Referve ;  —  pafs  the  fiery  Trial 
of  Bla/phefnies,  Infidelities  and  Atheifm ; 
are  fmitten  by  the  Devil,  or  their  TeacherSy 
with  Falls  to  the  Ground,  Heavings, 
Sweatings,    Roarings,    Shrieks,    Veilings ; 

with 
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with  Pains,  Coiivullions,  Trepidations, 
Terrors,  Madnefs,  Defpair,  Combats  with 
Satan  j  Deprivation  of  the  Senfes,  Aftonifh- 
ment,  Amazement  and  Stunning. —  They 
have  Intervals  and  Vicijjitudes  of  Light  and 
Darhiejs ;  alternate  Rifings  and  FaUings ; 
Spiritual  DejeBio?is  and  Defertions,  and 
again  Confolations  and  Prefumptions ;  ride 
triumphantly  with  Chrijl  in  his  Chariot^ 
and  then  move  heavily  when  he  taketh 
oiF  his  Chariot -wheels ;  are  carried  up  to 
Heaven^  and  down  again  to  Hell.  As  the 
Foundation  of  the  New  Birth,  they  feel 
all  pojjible  Agonies^  Pangs  and  Tortures  of 
Mind  and  Body ;  are  in  Hell,  or  feel  all 
Hell  within  them.  But  Things  begin  to 
mend  j  they  fall  into  Ecftacies,  Revela- 
tions and  Viiions ;  they  fee  and  hear  dif- 
ferent Sounds  and  Voices,  Apparitions  and 
Spe(!^acles  of  Devils  and  Hell-,  and  thefe 
changed  for  God,  Angels,  and  Heaven. 
But  going  down  to  Hell  they  conquer 
Satan,  and  trample  him  under  Foot ;  — 
they  are  fluflied  with  Perfedion,  AiTu- 
rances  of  Pardon  and  Salvation  ;  become 
canonized,  are  plunged  ifito  God,  are  all 
God.  Hence  they  juftly  contemn  and  ana- 
thematize all  the  TJfwiethodized,  as  of  a 
mean  and  reprMte  Way  ;  with  their  Mo- 
rality they  fink  into  Hell." 

Such   is   the  Compofition   of  this  New 
DiJpe?ifation.     And  if  every'  Particular  be 

not. 
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not,  flridly  fpeaking,  a  nece£'ary  Fart  of 
their  New   Birth  ;    'tis   all  a   prelimijiary 
Introdii5lion^  or  a  P<3r/  o/'  //6^   Methodijl's 
Progrefs,  —  under  the  DireSiion  of  illutni^ 
nated  and  injpired  Teachers, 

Would  not  this  amaze  any  Perfon,  who 
has  any  Reverence  or  Regard  to  certain  in- 
jpired Writings,  called  the  Bible 'I  With 
what  Face,  or  by  what  Authority,  do 
thefe  bold  Milcreants  make  thefe  HeUip 
Horrors  and  Tortures  a  fundamental  Part 
of  the  Chrijiian  Religion  ?  Whence  the 
Prefumption,  or  where  taught  in  the  Bibkf 
that  in  order  to  be  born  again,  "  all  muft 
pafs  through  thefe  Pa??gSj  and  God  is  com- 
pelled to  defert  them,  and  fo  leave  them 
in  Dejpair,  Blafphemy^  &;c.  And  that  they 
are  to  be  knocked  down,  and  unaccountably 
tormented  by  the  Devil,  or  Man  ?  Where 
is  it  required^  (as  furely,  if  neceflary,  it 
would  plainly  and  peremptorily  be)  that 
fuch  Infernal  Seizures  are  the  appointed 
Preparations  for  a  Chrifian's  Regeneration  ? 
Yes,  they  have  the  Face  even  to  teach 
this,  and  (as  if  every  one  had  been  fuch  a 
violent  Persecutor,  and  every  one  was  to 
be  converted  in  his  extraordinary  Maimer) 
both  Mr.  Wefiey  and  Whitefield  have  pro- 
duced St.  PaiL%  being  ftruck  to  the 
Ground,  and  continuing  three  Days  blind, 
as  being  in  this  Manner,  and  during  this 
Time,  in  the  Pangs  of  the  Nciv  Birth. 
R  r  Whereas, 
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Whereas,  it  had  been  much  more  to  their 
Purpofe  to  have  thought  upon,  "  the  fa- 
criiicing  of  your  Sons  and  your  Daughters 
unto  Devils^  —  The  "Tabernacle  of  your  God 
Moloch^  to  whom  Children  were  confecrated 
by  paffing  through  the  Fire,  in  the  Valky 
of  Gehenna ;"  and  which  Devilijh  Sacri- 
fice was  done,  in  order  to  extort  Prophecy 
out  of  the  miferable  Sufferers.  Wiience 
making  Children  pafs  through  the  Fire, 
and  ufing  Divinatiof^y  are  fo  often  joined 
in  Scripture, 

§.51.  But  I  return  to  the  Heathen  Myf- 
terieSy  wherein  the  profound  Secrets  of 
Faganifm  were  couched.  Thefe  Religious^ 
Ceremonies  were  inftitutcd  in  Honour  of 
fome  of  their  Gods  and  Goddefjes,  as  Bac- 
chus, VcnuSy  Cybele,  Hecate^  Ifis,  6cc.  The 
Deities  v/ere  not  fo  much  dijlin^  Per- 
fonSy  as  pairing  under  different  Names ;  and 
the  Ceremonies  were  very  much  alike.  But 
the  moft  remarkable.^  and  which  in  a  Man- 
ner comprized,  and  fwallowed  up  all  the 
refl,  were  the  Eleufinian  Myjleries^  facred 
Book  II.  to  Ceres  and  Proferpina.  Mr.  War  bur  ton, 
■  ^'  in  his  Divine  Legation,  hath  given  us  a 
large  and  good  Account  of  them ;  and 
could  I  have  procured  Meurfms  de  Eleufi- 
jiiisy  no  Particular  would  have  been  want- 


But 
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But  I  muft  pick  up  the  beft  Helps  I 
can.     What  gave  Birth  to  the  MyflerieSy 
which  give  the  New  Birth  to  the  Initiated^ 
was  this.     **  Fluto  having  ravifljed  Pro-   Tuily 
jlrpina,  (luch  Actions  being  common  with  ^.^"g 
Heathen  Deities)  carried  her  down  to  Helly 
through  a  difmal  and  dark  Bajj'age^   near 
^yraciife^    which  grew  afterwards    famous 
for   many   Prodigies  and  Miracles.      Her 
inconfolable  Mother^  Ceres^  flrolled  about  all 
the  World  in   Qaeft  of  her,  and  having 
Information  that  Pluto   had  got  Pojjljfiojt 
of  her,    and  whirled  her   to   the  Infernal 
Regions^  (lie  lighteth   a  Torch  at  Pilount 
Mtfia,  (  which  hath   burned  ever   fmce ) 
and    plungeth    down    to  fetch    back    her 
Daughter  to  Light  and  Life ;  and  ib  far 
obtains,  that  her  Time  fhould   he  di'uided 
between  Hell  and  Heaven  J' —  This  Story^ 
with  the  Incidents  and  Event  of  the  Rain- 
blings  of  the  Goddefs^  was  mimicked  in  the 
Myfteries  ^    and    by    Scenical   Machineries 
reprefented  to  the  Initiated,     "  The  WtY/^  Gale  Hift. 
ing  Goddefs  in  the  Courfe  of  her  2?W;/<f/°^;^; 
fat  down  upon  a  Stone ^  called  hence  TTe'r^aArjiioph. 
AyeAstro?,  the  Vnlaughing  Stone,     ^hcfeus^'^^''^^' 
one  of  the  Initiated y  fat  down  upon   thcschoi. 
fame,  before  his  Defcent  into  Hell.''     And 
upon  this   Stone,    we   may    fuppofe  Mr. 
Wefley  was   fitting,    in  a    melancholy  Mood, 
when  he  made  that  "  Solemn  Vow  never 
to  laugh,  or  even  tof?mlf  more." 

R  r  2  TJic 
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The  My/ieries  are  generally  allowed  to 
have  been  a  cunning  Device^  invented  with 
politick  Views  by  Men  fiippofed  to  be  in- 
fpired^  or  feme  Prophetic  Women  j  —  fuch 
as  Orpheus,  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Myf- 
teriesj  and  Compofer  of  Hymns  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Initiated  j — or  the  Prophetefs  Sibylla, 
infpired  by  Apollo,  and  who  Jwell'd,  roar'd, 
grew  mad; 

iEneidVI.  And  heav' d  impatient  of  th'  incumbent  God, 

She  was  Guide  to  Mneas,  prefcribed  his 
Prayers,  and  ]>^ight^  Sacrifices  of  Lambs, 
&c.  to  Hecate,  the  Furies,  Proferpina  and 
Pluto ;  flie  conducSted  him  through  Horrors 
and  Darknefs  to  the  Infernal  Manfions,  and 
brought  him  back  in  Triumph. 

Their  Myfieries  were  divided  into  the 
greater  and  the  lefjer :  In  the  lej/er  (after 
fome  magnificent  Promifes  and  Expedla- 
tions)  the  Votaries,  by  Way  of  Prepara^ 
tory  Ceremonies,  were  injoin'd  Fajlings, 
Night-  watching,  Confefjion  to  the  Prefident 
of  the  Myjleriesy  with  Variety  of  crucia- 
ting  Lujlrations,  Thus  qualified,  they 
were  initiated  into  the  greater.  For  thefe, 
they  underwent  more  tremendous  Rites ;  Re- 
prcjentations  were  made  to  their  Eyes  and 
Ears,  —  of  ftrange  Fifions  and  SpeBacles ; 
of  Voices,  Bowlings  of  Men,  Women,  and 
■Children  ;  —  Things  which  caufed  the 
n:cfl  difna!  Agonies  of  Body  and  Mind  ; 

Coldnefs^ 
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Coldnefs,  Sweats,  Terrors,  Conftcrnatlon, 
Lofs  of  Senfes,  or  elfe  the  utmoft  Tor- 
tures, Defpair  and  Madnefs.  They  were 
furrounded  with  all  the  Lifernal  Jlppara- 
tus  of  Serpents^  Furies^  Devils^  and  HelL 
—  Recreated  fometimes  with  a  little  Light 
and  Hope 'y  Mixtures,  or  Viciflitudes  of 
Light  and  Darknefs,  of  Horrors  and  Com- 
forts :  —  At  length  the  Scenes  are  changed ; 
El)jiu?n  and  Heaven  dance  before  their 
Eyes ;  they  fee,  and  hear,  Gods  and  God- 
dejjes :  —  Then  they  come  oat  piirijied  and 
perfect ;  regenerated ^  and  born  again  j  ex- 
ulting in  a  Security  of  Happinefs  in  Life, 
and  after  Death  of  afcending  to  Jupiter, 
While  the  Non-initiated  are  to  be  mife- 
rable  all  their  Days,  and  finally  wallow  in 
Mud  and  Mire,  in  Horror  and  Darknefs, 
and  Tortures,  in  Hell. 

Such  is  the  Nature  and  Procefs  of  the 
Myjieries, 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Warburton  has  hence 
taken  Occafion  to  make  Mneas's  Defcent 
into  Helly  (as  defcribed  by  Virgil)  to  fig- 
nify  nothing  elfe,  but  that  Hero's  Initia- 
tion into  the  Myjieries  j  and  he  hath  work- 
ed up  the  Comparifon  into  a  furpriziiig 
Likenefs.  Antient  Writers^  indeed,  fay, Hifl.r. 
Thai  HerculeSy  when  he  was  going  down  ^°^^^^' 

r. 


to  Helly   to  drag  Cerberus  thence,   was  pre- p.  12 

'res , 

.  by 
way 


viouily  admitted  to  the  Mvlleries  of  Ceres ,  J;^,'^"^"- 
and  that  feveral  others  viQVQ  tnit/atedy  byp  :-:- 
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way  of  Expiation  of  their  Crimes,  before 
their  Defcent  to  thofe  gloomy  Regions. 
But  as  they  exprefsly  fay,  That  they  were 
initiated  into  the  fmaller  Myfteriei  only, 
the  Matter  may  ealily  be  reconciled,  and 
the  Defcent  into  Hell  afterwards  may 
lignify  their  becoming  Epopt<^,  or  Initia- 
tion  into  the  grand  Myfteries -,  efpecially 
as  the  Ceremo7iies  of  this  latter  were  con^- 
cealed  as  much  as  poffible,  and  the  Epopta 
were  under  an  Oath  not  to  reveal  the 
Secret, 

I  can  hardly,  I  Confefs,  allow  the  Myf- 
teries  to  have  been  originally  of  fuch  an 
innocent  Nature^  and  with  fuch  good  De- 
fign^  as  Mr.  Warburton  pleads  for.  But  as 
he  acknowledgeth,  that  "  they  became 
in  time,  and  by  Report  'very  early  too, 
horridly  ccrrupty  the  Seafon  of  Lufl  and 
Revenge-/'  there  needs  no  great  Difpute. 
— As  to  the  '*  double  Dodfrine  (the  Corj- 
fequence  of  Initiation)  faying  one  Thing 
when  they  thought  another ;  the  external^ 
and  internal ;  a  vulgar^  and  a  fecret  one ; 
the  firfl  openly  taught,  the  fecond  con- 
fined to  a  jeleB  Number  j"  —  the  Confi- 
deration  of  this  Point  I  leave  to  Mr.  JVefey, 
whom  we  allow  to  be  an  Adept  in  the 
double  DoBrine, 

§.  52.  It  is  not  to  be  expedled  that  my 
hare  Word  fliould  be  taken  by  Mr.  Wefey, 

whofe 
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whofe  O'wn  may  fometimes  be  fufpccfcd. 
And  therefore  1  fliall  produce  my  Vouche?-^; 
as  a  Jujlification  of  my  Comparifon  of  the 
Myfteries  with  Methodifm,  and  as  no  bad 
Entertainment  for  the  Reader. 

**  So  much  Ho7iour  was  paid  to  thofe See  Gcri- 
who  were  to  be  initiated  into  the  facred^J  ^"^*- 
MyJierieSy  that  it  was  ufual  to  carry  themp  .^j. 
thither,  and  accompany  them,  in  a  Cha- 
riot."    This  was  to  anfwer  the  Original 
of  the   Myfteries t    Pluto's  whirHog   away 
Proferpina  in  his  Chariot  to  Hell ;  where 
ilie  was  to  lye-in,  and  bring  forth  future 
Gods.     Thus  in  the  Poet : 

— Volucri  fertur  Proferpina  curru.         Proferp. 

lib.  2. 

And  PlutQ  thus  comforts  her : 

Amifjum  ne  crede  Diem.     Sunt  altera  nobis 
Sidera  :  funt  orbes  alii :  lumenq;  videbis 
Purius ;  Elyfmmq;  magis  mirabere  folcm^ 
Cultorefq-y  Pios. — 

yamfelix  oritur  Proles:  jam  lata  Futuros 
Expedfat  Natiira  Deos. 

And  thus  in  the  early  Days  of  Methodifm, 
we   find   "  the   Preacher,    and   his  fweet^^^^^^^- 
Lambs^  riding  in  their  Lord's  Chariot ^   in^* 
his  dear  Arms  j  and  fucking  the  Brcafts  of 
his  Confolation^  &c." 

But  it  may  be  fit  to   treat   the   Myjle- 
ries  in  a  more  ferious  Manner.     Accord- 
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ingly  let   us   fee   the  very   Words  of  An- 
tiquity. 

Thofe  among  the  Antienfs,   who  were 

either  initiated  into  the  Myfieries^  or  ap" 

proved  of  them   upon  political  Accounts, 

fpeak  of  them  in  very  high  Terms.    Ifocrates 

Panegyr.  faith,  that  "  Ceres,  after  her  Wanderings 

Ed.Steph.jn  queft  of  Frojerpina^   came   to  Attica-^ 

"^'^  '      and  for  the  KindnefTes  fhe  received  (which 

none   but   the   Initiated  mufl   hear)  gave 

our  Anceftors  two  excellent  Gifts ;  Corn  ■■, — 

and   the    facred    Myfieries,    whereby    the 

Initiated  gain   better    Hopes    as    to  their 

Departure  out   of  Life,    and  Eternity  of 

Phsd.      Duration."  —  Plato  fays,  "  that  whoever 

Serr.  Ed.  jg  ^^^  initiated  a?2d  liifirated,  fhall  in  the 

^'   ^"      feperate  State  wallow  in   Mire;    but   the 

Initiated  fiall  dwell  with  the  Gods."  —  A 

Fragment  of  Pindar  (preferved  by  Clen7» 

Alexandriniis)  fpeaketh   of  the   Eleujinian 

EiVotttr.MyJleries ;  "  Happy  is  the  Man  who  hath 

p-  $28-     ^g^pj  ^}^g  common  fikerranean  My/leries : 

he  knoweth    the  E?2d  (or   Perfe£lion)  of 

Lije-,    he  knoweth  the  Sovereignty  given 

of  God.'" — Some  of  their  Poets  talk  in  the 

2  Plutarc.  fame  Strain.     "  Thrice  happy  the  Mortals, 

P-  21.      who,  admitted  to  thefe  Initiations^  deicend 

to  Hades.     For  they  only  can  live  there ; 

all  Evils  belong  to  others."     This  from 

Sophocles. The     comical    AriJlophaJies 

(though,  I  fuppofe,  according  to  Cuftom, 
'tis  mere  Banter)  brings  in  Hercides  telling 

Bacchus^ 
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BacchuSy    that   "  he  muft  fwim  in   Dirt^-'^- 
and  Ordure y    where  the  Profane  Jie  5    but^"'''' 
afterwards  (hould  enjoy  divine  Lights,  and 
Myrtle 'Groves,    and   Women,    and  Mu/ic. 
Thefc  belong  to  the  Initiated."     And  loon 
after   he  introduce th  a  Chorus  of  the  Ini- 
tiated  exulting,    "  0\\  us  only   doth    the 
Orb  of  Day  fhine  benignant ;  we  only  re- 
ceive Pleafure  from  its  Beams." 

And  Cicero,  (who  well   knew   how  tOp^j- 
accommodate  himfelf  to  Times  and  Things) hb.  2. 
foUoweth  the  Greeks  in  the    fame    grand ^^P-  '+• 
Account ;  with  fome  Exception  to  noBur- 
nal  Celebrations, 

This  high  Opinion  of  the  Myfleries  was 
very  far  from   being  general,   or  received 
by  great  and  good  Pcrfons.     Thole   great 
Men,    Jlgefilaus  and  EpajnitJondas,    would 
not  llibmit  to  an  Initiation.     For  Plutarch,  Plamc. 
immediately  after  the   Verfes  of  Sophocles'^  ''''• 
before   cited,    gives   this   Account.     (And^^'" 
the  fame  we  have  more  largely  in  the  Life 
of    Diogenes    by    D.   Laertiiis.)     *'  Therncrt.  in 
Athenians  afking  Diogenes  to  be  initiated,^'<^tP^' 
becaufe  fuch  had  the  Precedency  in  a  future  l^'„^^^  ,.,_ 
State ',    he  replied,    '  Ridiculous  Thing !    " 
that  Agefilaus  and  Epaminondas  muft  rowl 
in    Dirt  j     and   every   Scoundrel  initiated, 
fuch  as   Patecion  the  Thief,   be   happy  in 
the  Elyfian  Fields.''     Nor   fnail   we  enter- 
tain  the   better   Notion   of  the   Myfleries, 
when  we  find  fo  ivife  and  good  a  Man  as 
S  f  Socrates 


(  3H  ) 
Socrates    refufing    Initiation.     For    which 
(though  perhaps  he  had  ftronger)  he  gives 
Lucian.    this  Re afon :    "  If  the  Myfteries  were  bad, 
cap"^2.     •h^  fljould  not  be  able  to  conceal  the  Secret^ 
but  niufl  difconrage  every  one  from  Initia- 
tion ;  and  if  good^  Humanity  would  oblige 
him  to  difcover  it  for  the  public  Benefit.'^ 
Vol.  2.     — Plutarch^  in  the  Defect  of  Oracles^  fays, 
p.  417.     <c  Concerning  the  ikr)y?fr/Vj,  in  which  we 
have  all  that  can  be  proved,  either  negatively 
or  affirmatively,    concerning  the  Truth  of 
DcBmons^    (to  fpeak   with   Herodotus)    let 
me  hold  my  Peace ^  or  fpeak  nothing  but 
what  IS  favourable.     The  Solemnities  how- 
ever, wherein  there  are  fuch  Dilacerations^ 
Faftings^  and  Howlings^  and  likewife  filthy 
^alky  Madnejs  and  Noife,  and  faBatiom-^ 
I  do  not  apprehend  thefe  to  be  any  Wor- 
fhip  of  the  Godsy  but  inftituted  as  fo  many 
Sweetners    to    appeafe    and    avert    wicked 
Spirits''     Upon  which  Dr.  Gale  hath  this 
Remark,    in   his   Notes   upon   famblicus: 
fag.  195. "  Plutarch y    when  he  was  about  to   de- 
fcribe  the  Frauds  and  Pravity  of  Daemons, 
paffeth  by   the   Myjieries  themjelves  (from 
which  he  could  belt  and  moft  plainly  have 
performed    it)  hindered   by   a  fuperjiitious 
Reverence  ufual  with  the  Greeks.''     What 
Plutarch   mentions   of   Herodotus  may  be 
feen  in  his  fecoj^d  Book,  where  fpeaking  of 
Edit..       thofe  "  Images  and  Reprefentations^  which 
Gronov.   jhe  ^Egyptians  call  Myjieries^  of  thefe  (fays 
?  '^'^-     ■  he) 
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he)  '  though  I  know  them  all  very  well, 
I  Ihall  fay  nothing ; '  or,  *  favour  my 
Words.*  And  concerning  the  Initiations 
of  Ceres,  which  are  called  Thefrwphoria,  I 
fhali  have  an  equal  Guard  upon  my  'Tongue, 
except  as  to  what  may  be  holily  fiid  of 
them."  Some  Parts  of  them,  it  feems, 
were  Jiot  fo  very  holy.  —  Nor  can  we  fup- 
pofe  that  Demo/lhenes,  or  the  Generality 
of  the  People,  thought  highly  of  the  Myjieries^ 
when  pleading  his  Caufe  againjl  EJchines, 
in  a  Concourfe  of  almoft  all  Greece,  he 
thus  ridiculeth  his  Adverfary  :  "  WhenDeCoron. 
you  was  grown  up,  you  waited  upon  your 
Mother,  and  read  Books  to  her,  when  (lie 
was  initiating ;  at  Night  putting  Fawn^ 
jkins  on  the  Initiated,  becoming  their  Cup- 
bearer, lujlrating  their  Bodies,  rubbing 
them  with  Dirt  and  Bran ;  and  after  this 
purification,  ordering  them  to  exclaim, 
*  /  ha've  fled  from  the  Evil,  I  have  found 
the  Good','  proud  that  none  could  hoivl  fo 

well    as    yourfelf. After   this,    who 

would  not  blefs  Efchi?ieSt  and  efteem  him 
happy  ?  " 

But  whether  the  Myfieries  were  goody 
or  bad.  Authors  are  pretty  well  agreed  as 
to  the  preparatory  Ceremonies,  and  Manner 
oi  Initiation :  whereby  they  were  to  Re^ 
prefent,  and  Acl  over  again,  the  ASiions 
and  Paffions  of  the  Deities,  for  whofe 
Honour  the  Myfieries  were  inftituted.  As 
to  any  real  Good,  it  might,  for  what  I 
S  f  2  knoW;, 
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know,  be  as  great,  as  what  hath  been 
efFedicd  by  Free  Mafons^  or  Free  Methodijis. 
Something  bad  will  appear  prefently.  — 
Bat  let  us  confider  the  preparatory  Rites. 

That  Initiation  might  feem  a  'uenerable 

and   jokmn    Thing,    the    Devotees    were 

taught  to  qualify  themfelves  by  Prayer  to 

the    Da7no?is^     Faftings^    WatchingSy    Con- 

fejjion  to  the  Priejl,  and  other  Lnjirations. 

The-    We  read  in  Plutarch,  "  that  Fafling  is  to 

"''^°'^-   piecede  the  Myfieries  of  Ceres."     And  that 

2  vol.       Conjcjfion  was  required  j — '•^ Antakidas  being 

?•  ^'7-     examined  by  the  Priejl,    in  order  to  his 

Initiation,     what   grievous  Criines  he   had 

committed,    made   Anfwer,    *   If  I   have 

been  guilty  of  any  fuch  Crime,  the  Gods 

know  it  already'' 

The  Confejjion  was  a  Trick  of  the  Majlers 

of  the  Ceremonies  to  get  the  People  under 

their  Girdle.     But  the  Fafiing  and  Watch-^ 

ing  were  to  correfpond  to  the  Sufferings  of 

CaiHmac.  Ceres ;  "  who  neither  eat,  nor  drank,  nor 

Hym.Cer.yj^^^^  uor  waJJjed ',  but  fat  upon  the  Ground 

fqualid  and  dry,  and  cryi?jg,  till  fhe  heard 

of  her   Daughter.''     See  her  Story,    and 

how  flie  came  hence  to  be  called  the  Faft" 

ing  Godde/s,  in  the  Scholia  upon  Nicander, 

.       We  find  too  in  Diodorus  Si  cuius,  a  Quo^ 

GoTr'li.    taticn  from  Carcinus,  an  old  Poet,  "  that 

p.  136.     while  her  Myfteries  were  celebrating,   the 

City  kept  a  Faft."     So  fays   Ariftophanes, 

Avef.       i£  Iq  this  Celebration  we  are  ufed  to  Faft." 
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The  fame  in  Plutarch ^  Pag.  378  ;  where 
'tis  added,  "  This  is  called  the  forroicfut 
Fcjlhal^  becaufeof  the  great  Grief  of  Ceres 
for  her  Daughter' i  going  to  Hell.'' 

Orpheus,  a  Sort  oi  Magical  Fra5litioner,v^\xb.r\. 
and  Father  of  the  Myjhries,  introduced''^- ^• 
ExpiationSy  Lupirations,  &c.  for  wicked 
Adions,  as  well  as  extraordinary  Cures  of 
Diftempers,  and  Appeafements  of  divine 
Wrath,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Initiated. 
Whence  we  read  of  fo  many  Perfons, 
guilty  of  Murder,  &c.  defiring  to  be 
initiated  j  either  as  a  Pretence  of  their 
Innocency,  or  Expiation^  or  Cover  of  their 
Crimes. 

How  horrible  the  Procefs  was  in  thefe 
Methodijl-hke  Initiations,  \n\\\  appear  from 
the  following  Accounts  of  their  T^ortures^ 
terrors,  Viciffitudes,  Regeneration,  and 
fomething  tending  to  Generation. 

Stobaus  citeth,  from  Themijlius,  two 
flrong  Paflages.  "  The  Perfon  to  be 
initiated,  in  his  firft  Entrance,  was  feized 
with  Horror,  ajhnijlnng  Dizzi?jefs.^  Anxiety ^ 
and  Dijlrefs  of  all  Kinds ^  unable  to  ftand^ 
or  find  any  Way  to  extricate  himfelf.  But 
when  the  Prophet  openeth  the  Porch  of 
the  Temple,  wipeth  and  adorneth  the  Image, 
and  flieweth  it  to  the  Candidate  for  Ini- 
tiation, fliining  with  a  divine  Brightnefs ; 
all  Cloud  and  Obfcurity  were  intirely  dif- 
perfed.     And   Mind   (O  Ny^)    broke    out 

from 
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from  the  Depth,  full  of  Light  and  Blaze^ 
inriead  of  the  former  Darknefs."  The 
other  PaiTage  is  brought  by  Mr.  Warbiirtorj, 
■whofe  Tranjlatioji  I  am  glad  to  borrow. 
Towards  Initiation,  "  The  firft  Stage  is 
nothing  but  Errors  and  Uncertaifities, 
laborious  Wanderings ;  a  rude  and  fearful 
March  through  Night  and  Darknefs.  And 
now  arrived  on  the  Verge  of  Death,  and 
Initiation,  every  Thing  wears  a  dreadful 
AfpeB.  It  is  all  Horror,  Tremblings 
Sweating,  and  Affrightment.  But  this 
Scene  once  pafl:,  a  miraculous  and  divine 
Light  difclofes  itfelf  ^  and  fhining  Plains^ 
and  flowery  Meadows  open  on  all  Hands 
before  them.  Here  they  are  entertained 
with  Hymns  and  Chorus's,  with  the  fub- 
lime  Dodirines  of  facred  Knowledge^  and 
with  reverend  and  holy  Vifons,  And  now 
become  perJeB,  initiated,  afid  free,  they 
are  no  longer  under  RejlraintSj  hut  crowned 
and  triumphant  they  walk  up  and  down 
the  Rtgions  of  the  Blefed,  &c."  Mr. 
Warburton  brings  another  PafTage  from 
Proclus :  **  In  the  Celebration  of  the  Myf- 
teries  it  is  faid,  that  the  Initiated  meet 
with  many  Things  of  multiform  Shapes 
and  Species,  prefiguring  the  firft  Genera- 
Apoiion.  tion  of  the  Gods.  *  Aledea,  in  the  utmofl 
Argonaut.  j)j(^j.g^g^  drives  to  the  Temple  of  Hecate -, 
verf.^859  -  and  having  purified  herfelf,  calls  upon 
Brimo,    the  night -wandering,   fubterranca7t 

Goddefs, 


(  319  ) 

Goddcfs^  ^ecn  of  Hell.'  Upon  which  the 
Scholicjji  fays  j  that  Troferpiiia  is  called  fo, 
as  being  the  terrifying  and  afioniJlAng 
Damony  and  fending  thofe  ^apparitions 
termed  Hecatea  ;  which,  as  they  often 
change  their  For?n,  occafion  her  being 
called  Empuja^  i.  e.  the  Spe5fre^  or  Hob- 
goblin. "  Accordingly  Mr.  TVar  burton 
rightly  obferves,  that  *  when  the  Shcivs  were 
reprefented,  Prcferpine  alone  prefided.' — 
This  eminent  Writer  will,  I  doubt  not, 
excufe  me,  if  I  tranfcribe  more  from  his 
Booky  on  this  Article  -^ — though  we  fliould 
happen  to  differ  in  our  Sentiments,  as  to 
one.  Point. 

"  So  Proclus :    *  In  the  holy  Myjleries,^^^^^^- 
<'  before   the   Scene  of  the   Myflic  Vijions,^-  '^7- 
*'  there  is  a  Terror  infufed  ever  the  Minds 
**  of  the  Initiated'     And  we  prefently  fee 
**  what  occafioned  it.     For  JEneas  is  now 
**  engaged  among  all  the  real   and  imagi- 
*'  nary  Evils  of  Life ;    all  the  Difeafes  of 
**  Mind  and  Body  ;  all  the  Terribi'es  vifu 
*'  j or  vice ;   the  Centaurs^    Scyllce^  Chi?7jara^ 
"  GorgonSj    and  Harpies.     And  thefc  are 
''  they   which  Pletho   calls   aiXxUorcL  tcls 
**  y.op:pxi  (pcLaixcLTcL,  as  feen  in  the  Entrance 
"  of  the  Myjleries. — /Eneas  then,  with  liis 
**  Guide,  walks  in   the  Night  through  the 
*■'-  fiadowy  Kingdom  of  Pluto. — When  he  i'.  207. 
"  comes  to  Purgatory ,  prelently  Cries  and 
f'  Lamentations  'were  heard;    which  Pro- 
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"  clus  tells  us  were  heard  in  the  Myjlerles. 

1  ft  Edit.  "  — He  comes  now  to  the  Confines  of  Tar- 

P-2  15-  "  tarus'j — where  Rhadamanthus  [the  Fa- 
"  ther  ConfeJjor\  extorts  a  ConfeJJion  of  all 

P.  217.  "  Crimes. — One  Species  of  Offenders  are 
"  the   Invaders   and  Violators  of  the  holy 

P.  219— .  "  Myfieries. — Arifiides  exprefsly  tells  us, 
*'  that  no  where  were  more  aftonifi'mg 
*'  Words  Jung  than  in  thefe  Myfieries.  His 
"  Reafon  is,  that  the  Sounds  and  Sights 
"  might  mutually  affill:  each  other  in 
*'  making  an  Imprefiton  on  the  Minds   of 

P.  220.  "  the  Initiated. — At  length  he  arrives  at 
•'  the  Borders  of  Elyfmm  ', — here  he  under- 
"  goes  the  Luftration ;  and  then  enters 
*'  into  the  Abodes  of  the  Blefied. — And  this 
**  Succeffion^  from  Tartarus  to  Eiyfium, 
"  makes  Arifiides  call  thole  Rites  mofi 
c  t  Jjon'ihle^  and  yet  mofi  ravifioingly  pleafant. ' ' 
This  laft  Expreffion  recalls  to  mind  that 

-  journ.    ^^    -^^v  Wcfieys    Initiated:    ''  A   Flame 

P19.  kindled  in  my  Heart,  with  Fains  fo  vio- 
lent^ and  yet  fo  very  ravifioing^  that  my 
Eody  was  almoft  torn  afimder. — /  fweated. 
I  trembled.  1  fainted.  I  fung."  And  in 
Truth,  the  Man  mud  be  blind,  who  can*t 
fee  the  whole  of  this  fi^fting  Machinery 
in  the  Myfieries^  employed  in  the  Initiation 
■  of  the  Methodifis. 

The  Terrors  of  Initiation  were  fo  emi- 
nent, that  they  became  proverbial;  and 
every  Thing  darh^  difinal,  and  tremendous^ 

was 
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was  compared  to  the  Myjleries.  Nor 
would  the  Punifhments  and  Torments 
have  been  fupportable^  had  they  not  been 
relieved  by  fuch  Alternations^  as  Dion 
Chryfoftome  relates;  "  When  one  leads  aWarbun. 
Greeky  or  Barbarian,  to  be  initiated  in  a?'  '5^- 
certain  myjlic  Dome,  he  fees  many  myjlic 
Sights,  and  hears  in  the  fame  Manner  a 
Multitude  of  Voices-,  Darknefs  and  Light 
alternately  affed  his  Senfes ;  and  a  Thou- 
fand  other  uncommon  Things  prefent 
themfelves  before  him."  The  fame  muft 
have  been  the  Sufferings  of  Mr.  Wejlefs 
Patients ;  horrible,  as  he  defcribes  them, 
and  intolerable,  beyond  Expreflion,  or 
Conception,  were  it  not  for  the  like  Vi- 
ciffitudes ;  and  efpecially  as  the  Scene  was 
at  length  totally  changed  ;  "  the  Confines 
of  Death  fucceeded  by  the  Neiv  Birth, 
Devils  by  Angels  and  God,  a?id  Hell  by 
Heaven." 

Lamentable,  however,  were  the  EffeBs 
of  the   Myfteries   upon   People's   Minds ; 
"  filling,  as  Plutarch  writes,  many  Thou- ^  Vol. 
finds   with   Defpondency    and  Defpair.'" — ^'  ^'' 
How  the  Metkodijls  have  been  pufhed  into 
{this  Giilph,  we  have  already  feen. 

That  Madnefs  too,  which  hath  appeared 
to  have  been  caufed  by  Mdhodijm,  was 
either  real,  or  nDell  affed  by  the  Initiated 
of  old  ;  and  this  in  Imitation  of  Ceres, 
who  was  drove  to  thefe  Extre?Jiitici  upon 
Tt  the 
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the  infernal  Seizure  of  Prcferpina.  We 
2  Vol.  have  a  Figure  m  Spanheim's  Obfervations 
^'  '  on  Callimachus,  (  taken  from  a  Statue  m 
Italy)  very  expreffively  reprefenting  the 
Goddefs  m  the  Height  of  Sorrow^  Dejpair, 
and  Mad?2efs.  Which  anfwers  well  to 
fome  of  Mr.  JVefley's  own  Sufferers^  as 
himfelf  defcribes  them ;  and  may  ferve 
for  a  Frontif piece  to  his  next  fournaL 

AlU    however,    is    not    fo    dreary  and 
dreadful.     Ceres  herfelf,   though  feeming- 
ly  inconfolable,  was  capable  of  Comfort  and 
Exhilaration :    of  which  we  have  an  Ac- 
count in  tivo  Particulars ;  which  provoked 
her  to  Drink,  and  to  Laugh.     Apolhdorus 
(Lib.   I.    Cap.  5.)    acquaints  us,    that  in 
Hiilor.     her  Peregrination,  "  flie  was  provoked  to 
Poetic.      J^aughter  by  fome  loofe  and  fcurrilous  Talk 
of  an  old  Woman '.,  whence  arofe  the  Prac- 
tice of  fuch  fcurrilous  Jokes  among  the 
Women  in  the  MyJieriesJ"     And  Nicandery 
Goirael     in     his     Alexipharmics,     mentions    "  the 
Edit.       mingled  Cup  {Kux,effli/ct)  which  the  Goddefs 
''■  '^^"  '  drank,  after  being  forced  into  a  Laugh  by 
the  idle  Prate  of  one  fambe^     See  the 
Scholia. — We  have  too   the  Authority  of 
^^^-  5-     Diodorus  St  cuius :    *^  In  the  Celebration  of 
^•-^^-     the  Myfteries  of  Ceres,    'tis   a   Ctijlom  to 
entertain  one  another  with  flthy   Conver-- 
fat  ion ;  becaufe  the  forrowful  Goddefs  was 
provoked  to  Laughter  by  obfcene  Talk'' 

The 
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The  other  Circumftance,  ftill  more 
abominably  flthy  and  obfcene^  I  (hall  men- 
lion  prefently.  In  the  mean  Time  it  may 
be  remembered,  that  thefe  Myjieries  were 
(for  the  moj}  Part)  celebrated  in  the  Nighty 
as  caufing  the  greater  Horror  and  Fenera- 
tion : — and  that  fome  Part  of  the  MyfterieSy 
the  Grand  Secret,  was  kept  under  the  Seal 
of  the  moft  religious  Silence,  and  that  by 
^foletnn  Oath.  But  (as  in  fuch  Cafes  there 
is  generally  a  Reafon  given,  and  a  trtte 
Reafon)  we  may  believe  the  true  Reafon 
was — to  cover  Shame. 

But  for  Illufiration  and  Confirmation  of 
what  concerns  the  Myjieries^  I  muft  intreat 
Room  for  a  fpecial  Example ;  that  of  Apu- 
leiuSy  the  famous  magical  Debauchee,  who 
gives  an  Account  of  his  own  Initiation, 
*'  In  hopes  of  ending  my  Miferies,  I  de-Metara: 
termined  to  apply  to  the  Prefence  of  ibe^'^^-'^' 
Goddefs ;  and  having  purified  myfelf  feven 
Times,  I  prayed,  *  O  divine  Ceres,  who 
inhabiteft  Eleufs -, —  and  thou  Proferpina, 
dreadful  in  noBurnal  Howlings,  potent  to 
reftrain  the  Afjaults  of  SpeBres,  Sec.'* 
[Then  he  relates  his  frightfully-pleafant 
Dream,  imaging  out  the  Myfieries ,  and 
defires  to  be  fet  at  Liberty  from  the  Shape 
if  an  Afs,  into  which  he  had,  by  Sorcery, 
been  transformed.  ]  "  The  Goddefs  ap- 
peared, and  faid,  '  Go,  kifs  the  Hand  of 
the  Priefly  and  put  off  that  deteftable  Skin. 
T  t  2  Nq5 
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Nor  fear  any  of  my  Operations  to  be  diffi- 
cult.    Among  my  chearful  Ceremonies^  and 
plcafant  Sights,  none  fhall  abhor  that  De- 
formity  which   you  now  wear;    or  ?naU' 
cioujly  interpret  the  new  Form  you  are  to 
afllime.     And  remember,  you  are  engaged 
to  me  for  Life.     For  live  you  fhall,  happy 
and  glorious ',   and  when  you  die,  and  de- 
fcend  to  the  Regions  below,  you  (hall  in- 
habit Elyjium  -,   and  fhall  adore  me,  whom 
you    now  fee,  jlAning  through  acherontic 
T>arknefsr — "  Awaked  out  of  this  Dream, 
I  arife  full  of  Fear,  and  Joy,  and  profufe 
Sweat ;    and  purify   myfelf  again.  —  And 
(after  a  Sight  of  feveral  ridiculous  Figures) 
the  peculiar  Pomp  of  the  faving   Goddefs 
began  ;  and  the  whole  Society  of  Initiated, 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes  and  all  Ages,  came 
together.     Soon   after    the    Gods   pafs    in 
Review,  condefcending  to  walk  with  hitmaji 
Feet :  Gods  ccelefiial  and  infernal-,  or  chang- 
ing their  Forms  from  one  to  the  other. — 
Among  the   Initiated,    one  carries  in  his 
happy  Bofom  an  Effigies  of  a  Deity,  of  a 
firange  Form,    but  venerable  for  its  fubtk 
Invention  and  Novelty,  and  to  be  kept  with 
•a  profound  and  religious  Silence.  - —  And  lo ! 
the  Benefits  promifed  by  the  Goddefs  attend 
me;    and   the   Priejl    brings    my    Safety^ 
with  a  Crown   in  his  right  Hand.     I  was 
overflowed  with  Joy,    but  would  not  be 
too  noify,    for  fear  of  diflurbing  the  Af- 

fembly : 
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fembly  :   but  greedily  devoured  the  Crown. 
Immediately  ray  deformed  ajinine  Face  Jlips 
off\    every  Part  of  the  Beaft  goes  away  ; 
and,    what    chiefly    troubled   me   before, 
my  Tail  no   more   appeared.      The  People 
ivonder ;  the  Religious  revere  fuch  an  evi- 
dent  Miracle,    and  eafy   Refiovation ;    and 
with   one  Voice   atteft   fuch  an  illujlrious 
Favour  of  the  Goddefs.     But  I  flood  filejit 
and  ajionijhed ',  unable  to  comprehend  my 
Joy,    or  in  what  Words  my  new    Voice, 
my  Tongue  born  again,  fliould  thank  the 
Goddefs.      But   the   Priejl^    being    divinely 
infpired,  ordered  a  ^hirt  to  be  brought  to 
cover  me,  and  other  Garments.     Then  he 
faid,  *  Here  is  an  End  of  thy  Calamities. 
Thy  former  Birth,  Dignity,  or  Learning, 
have  profited  thee  nothifjg.     Come,  attend 
the  faving  Goddefs  with  Triumphant  Steps. 
Let  the  Profane  fee ;  let  them  fee,  and  ac- 
knowledge their  Error.     But  you,    Lucius, 
though   now  fit  free,    continue  fieady  to 
our  Society,    and  Worfhip  of  the  Goddefs  : 
then  you  fliall  better  feel  the  Fruits  of  your 
Liberty.'     Thus  fpoke  the  prophetic  Priefl, 
fatigued  and  out  of  Breath,  and  then  held 
his   Peace.  —  I  became  famous  :   all   pro- 
nounced me  thrice  happy,  whom  the  Power 
of  the   Deity   had  reformed  into  a  Man ; 
and  who,    for  his  Probity  and  Goodnefs, 
had  deferved  to  be  born  again,    and  im- 
mediately efpoufed  to  the  facred  Rites. — And 

my 
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my  Relations  haften  to  enjoy  my  Sight, 
and  divine  Return  from  Hell. — After  this 
I  defired  to  be  initiated  in  Form  into  the 
Secrets  of  the  holy  Night,  But  the  Priejl 
direded  me  to  wait  the  Call  of  the  Goddefs, 
who  eleSied  whom  fhe  thought  fit,  brought 
them  to  a  new  Birth,  and  reflored  them  to 
the  Courfe  of  a  new  Life, — At  length  the 
T^ime  came,  I  was  carried  to  the  Confines 
of  Death,  trod  the  Threjhold  of  Proferpina, 
and  returned  back.  I  faw  the  Sun  fhining 
in  the  Middle  of  the  Night ;  and  was 
among  Gods  c^lefiial,  and  Gods  infernal. 
Lo !  I  have  related  what  you  have  heard, 
but  can't  underfiand.  Nor  will  I  relate 
any  Thing,  but  what  is  allowed,  to  pro- 
fane  Minds.  I  was  adorned  in  what  is 
called  the  Olympiac  Stole;  had  a  Crown 
fet  on  my  Head ;  enjoyed  a  moft  facetious 
Entertainfnent,  &c.  till  the  Myftery-Birth 
was  completely  ended.  Soon  after,  by 
the  InfiinEl  of  the  Goddefs,  I  took  Shipping, 
and  went  away  to  Rome,  that  holy  City." 
So  much  is  an  Extra^  from  Apuleius. 

The  Myfleries  were  early  brought  into 

ancient  Etruria  (now  'Tifcany)  from  Mgypt 

or  Greece :    and  were  celebrated  in  great 

Conformity  to  Methodifm.     Of  which  we 

might  give  Proof  from  that  learned  Work 

of  Gorius,    Muj(eu?n    Etrufcum.      I    fhall 

Muf.       jufl  touch  upon  a  few  Particulars.     "  A 

Etrufc.  certain 
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certain  great  Secret  belonged  to  them, 
which  the  Myflcs  were  fu'or?!  never  to 
reveal.  The  Secret  was  carried  (by  Virgins 
generally)  in  a  little  Chefl,  which  contained 
the  filent  and  myfierious  Fearfiilnejs. — Or- 
pheus, HcrciilcSy  UlyjJ'eSj  and  others  were 
initiatedy  as  believing  they  Ihould  become 
thereby  jujler^  and  more  holy ;  have  the 
Prefence  of  the  Gods,  and  be  finally  happy. 
But  firft  they  muft  go  through  diverfe 
Luflrations ;  they  were  to  make  full  Con- 
fejjion  of  whatever  they  had  done,  faid,  or 
thought ;  and  were  tied  to  a  Wheel,  either 
as  an  Emblem  of  extorted  Confefjion,  or  of 
the  'Tortures  they  were  to  undergo  in  7;?/- 
tiation  :  —  in  which  Ceremony  the  Furies 
appeared  with  their  hifjing  Serpents,  and 
other  Monfiers,  threatening  terrible  Things. 
This  was  tranfaded  in  a  difmal,  dark 
Cavern,  After  Variety  of  Punijhtnents, 
they  had  gayer  TrofpeBs ;  and  were  told, 
they  were  regenerated,  and  fhould  live  for 
ever.  They  were  carried  to  the  Myfteries 
in  Chariots,  and  after  Initiation  placed  up- 
on a  Throne,''  With  much  more  to  this 
Purpofe.  One  may  add  fome  ancient  hi- 
fcriptions  on  the  Monuments  of  initiated 
Heathens.  "  /;;  cetertufn  Renatus,  i^c.  "^;erf. 
In  order  to  t^t0.i\\\s  New  Birth,  "  it  isKen.it. 
remarkable  (  faith  Mr.  fVarburton  from  '  '^^' 
Bujebius)  that  the  Myfiagogue  {Chief  Priejl 

of 
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of  the  My  fieri  es)  was  habited  like  the  Crea- 
tor'*  What  Sort  of  Habit  this  might 
be,  I  can't  fay.  But  furely  Mr.  We/ley 
muft  prodigioufly  plume  himfelf,  and  ap- 
pear divinely  magnificent  in  fuch  an  Ac- 
coutrement.— The  Myftagogue  had  a  farther 
Office,  that  of  /hewing  and  explaining  the 
Myfteries,  and  all  the  Reprefeniations  that 
pafTed  in  the  Initiating  Ceremony^  and  was 
thence  called  Hierophantay  which  Office 
5  Journ.  wc  find  Mr.  Wefley  performing,  when, 
p.  82,91.  upon  a  particular  Examination  of  what  his 
Initiated  had  fuffered,  ^c.  he  fo  nicely 
explaineth  what  Appearances  were  from 
God^  and  what  from  Satan. 

Of  one  Thing  more  it  may  be  proper 
to  remind  the  Methodifis.  Virgil  tells  us, 
that  "  after  Mneas  had  been  fo  well  con- 
diiBed  and  infiriiBed^  had  received  fo  many 
glorious  Pr editions  and  Promifes^  and  feen 
fuch  rare  Shews  in  Elyfum  j — both  hey  and 
his  Giiidcj  came  out  at  laft  through  the 
Ivory  Gate ;  through  which  the  Gods 
below  fend  tip  vain  and  delufive  Dreams'* — 
Let  Mr.  Wefley ^  and  his  Initiated^  beware 
oi  Fallacy  in  the  End. — 
III.  Book.  Milton  makes  Satan^  in  his  Wanderings, 
474~.  find  out  a  Place  called  ^hc  Limbo  of  Vanity ^ 
or  Paradife  of  Fools-,  to  which  flraggle 
Idiots,  Eremites,  and  Friars,  with  all  their 
I'rumpcry.  They  think  they  are  at  Hea- 
ven's 


f  329  ) 

"Jen's  Gates,  and  that  St.  Peter  /lands  ready 
with  his  Keys. 

JFhtn  h  ! 

A  -violent  Crofs-JFind^  from  cither  Coajf^ 

Bloivs  them  tranfverfe  ten  thoufand  Leagues  awry. 

Into  the  devious  Jir.     Then  might  you  fee 

Coivh^  Hocds^  and  Habits  with  their  Wearers  tof, 

And  fluttered  into  Rags ;  then  Relics,  Beads, 

Indiilgcnces,  Difpenfes,  Pardojis,    Bulls, 

The  Sport  of  IVinds. 

And  'tis  well,  \^ Dealings,  Appeals y  Jouj-nals, 
modem  Prophecies  and  Infpirations,  with 
thofe  of  the  old  Sybil,  incur  not  the  fame 
Fate  J 

Ne  turbata  ijolent  rapidis  ludibria  ventis. 

§.  53.  But  I  mentioned  fome  Circum- 
Hances  in  the  Myjieries,  abominably  obfcejie 
and  profane.  For  whatever  the  Deities, 
to  whom  the  Myjieries  were  confecrated, 
did  or  fufFer'd, — all  was  to  be  figured  oiity 
and  a5fed  over  again,  in  the  Myjieries  them^ 
felves. — Things  indeed  not  to  be  named-, 
and  yet  the  Wickednefs  of  which  ought  not 
to  be  conceakd:  —  Things  fo  fcandalous  and 
infainous,  that  even  in  the  old  Times  of 
Heathenifm,  the  Play-Wrights  often  lay 
their  Sceiies  of  Debauchery  in  the  Myjieries : 
and  Hifiorians  fupply  us  with  many  Ac- 
counts of  Lewdnefs  committed  there.  fu~ 
*venal  fays, 

Nota  Bona  Secreta  Dcce.  Sat.  6. 

Ifiaca  Sacraria  hence.  ^*^'  ** 

U  u  — Hence 
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Achorn.    .-^Hciice  Ariflophancs  in  fuch  a  free  Man- 

s,.  '^'     lier  exagitates  the  myjleriotis  Solemnities^  the 

Aa.  3.     horrible  Secrets  attending  them,    and  im- 

^^'  ^'      pudent  Figures.      And,  if  his  Words  are 

not  clear  enough,  the  Scholia  will  fuffici- 

ently   explain   them.      His  youngs    tender 

Pigs,  facrijiced    in    the   Myjieries,  are  in 

Thefmop.  Truth  the  Male  and  Female  Parts  :    and 

V.  291—.  his  Honey-cakes  offered  to  Ceres  and  Profer- 

pina^    which    were    carried    in   the   little 

Che/is,  were  made  up  in  thofe  Shapes. 

The   Impurities  of  this  Society  will  be 
more  evident,  by  turning  to  the  Fathers, 
and    other     Ecclefajiical    Writers.       My 
Vouchers  here  are  many  and  plain;  but  I 
confine  myfelf  to  a  few:    And,    not  pro- 
ducing fuch  as  fpeak  of  them  in  general, 
as  immodeft,  diabolical,  &c.  fhall  flick  to  a 
particular  Cafe. 
Adverf.         Tertullian  fays,  **  As  to  the  Superftition 
Vaicnc.     ^£  ^Y\Q  Ekujinian  Myjleries,  what  they  con- 
ceal  is  the  Shame  of  them.     Therefore  they 
make  the  Admi-ffion  torturous,  take  Time 
in  the  Initiation,  fet  a  Seal  on  the  Tongue^ 
and  inftru6t  the  Epoptce  for  five  Years,  to 
raife  a  high   Opinion  of  them   by  Delay 
and  Expe5lation.     But  all  the  Divinity  in 
the  jacred  Domes,  the  Whole  of  what  they 
afpire  to,  what  fealeth  the  Tongue,  is  this ; 

Simulacrum  membri  Virilis  revelatur. 

But,  for  a  Cover  of  their  Sacrilege,  they 

pretend 
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pretend  thefe   Figures  are  only  a  myjiical 
Reprefentation  of  venerable  Nature'* 

The  original  Reafon  of  fuch  Figures 
being  expofed  to  View,  and  had  in  Vene- 
ration^ in  the  Myjieries^  we  learn  from 
others.  Clemem  Alexandrinus  giveth  a  full 
Account  of  this  Religion  of  the  Myfteries, 
too  prolix  to  be  tranfcribed  ;  —  "  Of  their  Probrepr. 
wicked  \n^\ini\on.  Cruelty ^  Stupidity^  Mad-^'<'?  2- 
fiefsj  making  GoddeJ/es  of  Harlots,  corrupt-- 
ing  Mankind :  —  the  Myjieries  of  Ceres  are 
nothing   but  Reprefentations    of    incejluous 

Deities : their  ridiculous  Exclamations 

upon  Admifjion  were,  *  I  have  eat  out  of 
the  Timbrel,  I  have  drank  out  of  the 
Cymbal,  I  have  carried  the  Chefl,  I  have 
crept  into  the  fecret  Chamber. '  In  the 
Cheft  Pudendum  Bacchi  inclufum  erat.—^ 
Cijlam  et  veretrum  nova  Religiotie  colenda  tra- 
dunt, — It  is  a  Shame  to  mention  the  flthy 
Circumftances  in  the  Story  of  Ceres,  In 
her  Wanderings,  (lie  was  entertained  by 
one  Baubo;  who  finding  fhe  could  not 
make  the  Goddefs  drink,  redu&is  vejlibus 
occultas  corporis  partes  Divc^  oculis  objicit : 
with  which  Spedlacle  the  Goddefs  was  fo 
delighted,  that  (he  drank  immediately,  and 
burft  out  a  laughing.  Thefe  are  the  fecret 
Myjieries  ;  which  Orpheus  alfo  injoined, 
whofe  Verfes  on  that  Occafion  I  will  re- 
cite." [The  obfccne  Verfes  may  there  be 
feen.]  "  The  common  Sign  and  Symbol 
U  u  2  of 
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of  the  Initiated  is ;    '  I  have  fafied^  I  have 
drank  of  the  mingled  Cup;    I   have  taken 
fomething  from  the  Cbeji ;   making  Ufe  of 
it,  I  have  put  it  into  the  Bajket^   and  from 
the  Bajket  replaced  it  in  the  Chcfi.'     Egre- 
gious Spedacles  !^nd  efpecially  becoming 
a  Goddefs :  Worthy  of  Darknefs  and  Fire  j 
worthy  of  the  Grecians,  vi'ho  hereby  are 
to  be  happy  after  Death,  beyond  al!  Hope 
and  Exptd:ation.     Heraclitus,  the  Ephefian, 
calls  fuch  Perfons,  '  Night-rovers,  Magi^ 
cians,  Bacchiiials,  Myjiics.' — What  People 
call  the  Myjieries,  have  thefe  unholy  Rites 
of  Initiation. — impudent  Worfhip  of  what 
Lib.  5.     ought  not  to  be  named,  &V."     Arnohius 
hath  the  fame  Account  i  v/ith   fome  other 
Circumftances,    too  indecent  to  be  men- 
tioned, which  were  the  Foundation  of  the 
Myjieries^    and  put  in   FraBice  in   their 
Siclet.  I.  Celebration.      ■     Gregory  Nazianzen  tells, 
how   Ceres  herfelf  followed  the  Example 
of  Baubo : 

Hac  ubifata  Dea  efl,  coxam  detexit  iitramq; 

This  was  to  inflame  her  Admirers :  and 
thefe  Things  are  even  now  obfcrved  in 
the  Initiations'' — And,  in  the  flime  Ora- 
tion, he  takes  Notice,  "  of  eighty  Degrees 
and  Kinds  of  preparatory  Pujiifiments^  and 
Trials,  which  the  Candidates  were  to  go 

through. 
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through,  before  they  could  htcovnt  perJeSf, 
and  of  the  Number  of  the  Epoptce^   who 
were   to  fee  all:'      Whether  Mr.   Wcjlcy  x  journ. 
may  allude  to  any  fuch  indecint  Sights  inP-5»- 
the  Variety  of  Tumblings  and  Agitations  in 
his    JJJemblies,    I  can't   fay.     His  Words 
are  thefe  ;  and  the  emphatical  ones  in  Italics^ 
as   here    fubjoined.     "  One  had    run  out 
of  the  Society  in  all  Halle,  that  flje  ynight 
not  expofe  herfelf. — The  fame  Oftence  wasp  64. 
given  in  the  Evening.     The  firil:  that  was 
deeply   touched    was   L —   W — ,     whofe 
Mother  had  been  not  a  little  difpleafed  a 
Day  or  two   before,  when  flie  was  told, 
that  her  Daughter  had  expofed  herfeif  be- 
fore all  the  Congregation."     He,  and   the 

other  SpiSfators,  know  beft. Such  are 

their 

Fejla  infejia  Deo,  Divumqi  Sacerrima  Sacra, 
infejled  Feajls,  and  mojl  execrably  f acred  Rites* 

Nor  do  I  conceive  that  the  Fathers  have 
done  any  Injury  to  the  venerable  MyJ/eries; 
as  they  appeal  for  Proof  to  the  myjlical 
Writers  themfelves.  And  the  Matter  may 
receive  more  Light  from  what  has  already 
been  cited,  from  Authors  long  before  the 
Times  of  Chrijlianity.  I  will  add  a  few 
more.  Plutarch,  though  generally  pretty  piutj^ch. 
7Z7  as  to  the  Myfleries,  fpeaks  thus  in  hisv^ol  2. 
Dialogue  called  Eror/^wj.     ''  L^w  was  theP'^^'""^ 

only 
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only  Thing  that  could  mollify  the  inexorable 
Pluto ^  and  make  him  give  back  Euridice 
to  Orpheus.  Wherefore,  my  Friend,  'tis  a 
good  Thing  to  be  Partaker  of  the  Eleufi- 
nian  Myjieries.  For  I  fee  that  the  mad 
myjlical  hovers  have  the  bed  Place  in  the 
low^er  Regions."  Athenceiis  writes  thus ; 
Athenxus,"  Heraclides,  the  Syracufian^  in  his  Book 
lib.  14-  of  haws  and  Cujioms,  fays,  that  in  the 
^^^^^^y'  Myjieries  of  Ceres,  certain  Honey-cakes, 
made  in  the  Shape  of  Pudenda  MuUebria, 
were  carried  about  for  a  Shew.,  and  offered 
to  the  GoddeJJes.  Thefe  were  called  My  Hi," 
For  this  Reafon,  I  fuppofe,  Suidas  explains 
MuAXaVj  a  Harlot.  Hence  we  may  con- 
je(5ture  why  the  initiated  hadies  were  called 
Melifce,  Bees,  [See  Hefych.  Sc  Theocrit, 
Idyll.  15.  Verf.  94.  Schol.  ]  The  laft 
named  Author,  makes  a  hover  fay  to  his 
Miftrefsy  "  I  envy,  O  dear  Woman, 
yqfion  J  who  enjoyed  fuch  Things,  as  the 
Profane  and  Uninitiated  are  not  to  know.'' 
*'  He  meaneth,  faith  the  Scholiafl,  the  myf- 
tical  hove  of  Ja/ion  and  Ceres."'  The  Na- 
ture of  their  Love  may  be  found  in  Homer, 
Odyff.  5.  Verf.  125. 

We  have  here  a  good  Hint  what  the 
real  Secret  was,  in  the  Myfteries,  fo  care- 
fully to  be  concealed   from  the  Profa?je. 
And   'tis  no  fmall  Confirmation    of    this 
fomn.      which  we  read  in  Macrwius.    ''  Numenius, 
Scipion.    ^YiQ  Philofophery  too  inquifitive  into  Secrets, 

cap.  ::,  had 
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had  divulged  fomething  of  the  Eleufmian 
Myfteriei :  for  which  the  Goddeffes  were 
enraged  ;  and  he  faw  them,  in  a  Vifwn, 
Handing  before  a  piblic  Stew,  in  meretri- 
cial  Habits,  and  with  loofe  Gejlures :  when 
he  allied  them  the  Reafon  of  this  unbe- 
coming Appearance,  they  anfwered,  that 
they  were  dragged  forcibly  from  the  Dome 
of  their  Chajiity,  and  projlitnted  to  every 
Comer." 

Such  77iyftical  Turpitude  was,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  the  gra?7d  Secret  to  be  under  the 
Seal  of  Silence :  and  that  when  the  Initiated 
themfelves  difcover  what  they  are  allowed 
to  difcover,  referving  what  (as  they  fpeak) 
is  not  lawful  cr  fit  to  be  publifhed, — 'tis 
no  more  than  hiding  their  Shame.  And 
for  this  Reafon  I  agree  with  the  learned 
Authors,  who  contend,  that  "  the  Igno^ 
ranee  of  the  Myjieries  preferves  their  Vene- 
ration." 

I  know  indeed  what  fiiblime  DoB?-inei 
are  fometimes  pretended  to  lie  hid  under 

thefe   external  Reprefcntations : Such 

Phyficaly  Philofophicaly  and  Religious  Know- 
ledge, as  the  Generation  of  the  Gods,  the 
Seminal  Principles  of  all  Things,  the  Fe- 
cundity of  Nature,  and  (by  fome  few)  the 
true  Theology  of  the  Unity  of  the  Deity,  &c. 
But  were  not  the  natural  Figures  Jfljewn  f 
Are  not  the  Pudenda  utriujq;  Sexus,  Con- 
fpeBus  Deorum   &'   Dearum   in   Nuditate, 

pretty 
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pretty  Means  of  cojiveying  fuch  Do(flrines  ? 
And  fuppofing  the  befi  Dejign  of  the  ori- 
ginal Inftitutiony  was  it  not  accompanied 
with  a  ftrange  Mixture  oi  impure  Incentive s^ 
fit  only  for  a  Methodift  arrived  at  Per- 
feSlion  to  grapple  with  ? 

Nor  do  I  queftion  but  thefe  i?npudent 
Reprefentations,  and  Behaviour  of  the  Ini- 
tiatedy  were  a  Part  of  the  original  Inftitu- 
iion  ',  becaufe  the  Myjieries  were  to  imitate 
and  aB  (as  I  laid  before)  the  Pafjions  and 
ABions  of  their  Patron-Goddejjes. 

What  I  have  faid  ilands  confirmed  by 
unqueflicnable  Authority ;  I  mean  that  of 
the  eminent  Platonift^  famblicus ;  to  whom 
Mankind  in  general  gave  the  Precedency 
in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Myjieries.  The 
famous  Porphyry^  who  was  more  a  Philo- 
fopher  than  a  Mijlagogue,  had  written  a 
Letter  to  famblicus ;  whom  he  conceal- 
eth  under  the  Name  of  Anebo :  becaufe, 
I  fuppofe,  it  might  not  be  proper  to  cor- 
refpond  with  an  Liitiated,  concerning  the 
Secrets  of  the  Myfteries^  too  plainly  and 
openly.  In  the  Letter  he  afketh  him  fuch 
Queftions  as  thefe :  "  Why,  in  their 
Theurgic  Rites y  they  invocate  Gods  both 
Ccelefiial  and  Subterra?iean? — What  is  it 
that  dijlingitifjes  Gods  from  Dc:emons  f 
Which  are  Vifibky  and  which  Invifible  ? 
By  what  Mark  are  we  to  difcern  the  Pre- 
fence  or  Apparition  of  a  God,  from  that  of 

an 
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an  Angel,  Archangel,   Dcemon,   or  Deified 
Hero  ?     For  all  of  them  love  to  [peak  boaft^ 
ingly  of  ihemfehes,    and  make  a  fhew  by 
Phantafms  and  Apparitiom. — How  comes 
Prophecy   to  pafs  ?    As,    in   Dreams,   En- 
thufuifms,     divine    Raptures,     and     Ecfia- 
cies :    Some   Prophefyifig  by    the   Help  of 
Water ;    others  by  Vapours ;    others  fiom 
their  own  Pancies,   afiifted  by  Darkncfs,  or 
certain  Potions,  or  Verfcs,  &c. — Simple  a?id 
young  People  are  beft  fitted  for  this  Bufinefs. 
And  fiich  Prophecy  may  proceed  from  Lofs 
of  Senfes,  dijiempered  Madnefs  or  Alienation 
cf  Mind,  Dizzinefs,  Dijlraifion  of  Thought; 
—  or  Fancy  artificially  raifed  by   Sorcery  ; 
or  elfe  the  Deception  of  wicked  Men  and 
Spirits.  —  What  is   the  Meaning   of  Gods 
fub]e5l  to  Hiunan  Pafjions  and  Infirmities ; 
to   whom  therefore   the   wife  WorflAppers 
confer  ate  the  Phalli,  and  objcene  Difcourfes? 
—How  is  it,  that  thefe  Gods,  fuppofed  to 
be  our   Superiors^   mufl:   be  compelled,  and 
fubmit  to  us,    as  if  they  were  Inferiors'^ 
That   their   Worfioippers  muft   come  pre- 
pared and    purged    from  all   Defilement ; 
and   yet   themfehes  fhall  inftigate   all  that 
come,  to  illicit  Venery  f  —  Whether  there 
be   no  other  Way   to  Happinefs,  but  this  ? 
Whether  it   be  proper  that,  in  Prophetic 
Theurgy,  the  Glory  of  Man  Hiould   be  the 
Point  aimed  at?     Or  whether  the  Mind 
doth  not  invent  and  forge  great  Things  out 
X  X  of 
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of  mnmon  Incidents  t — If  thofe  who  thus 
mechanically  converfe  with  the  Deities,  have 
ho  Method  of  Happinefs  that  is  jnore  fecure 
or  7}2ore  credible-,  nothing  but  thefe  horrible^ 
iifelefs.  Inventions-,  —  certainly  this  is  not 
the  fp^ork  of  the  Gods,  or  good  Spirits  j 
but  of  a  deluding  Damon -^  or  elfe  all  is 
human  Invention,  and  Fidiion  of  corruptible 
Nature." 

Thefe  are  Porphyry's  ^eries  concerning 
2ijlrange  Syftem  of  Pagan  Methodifm.  To 
which  famblicus,  in  his  Book  De  Myfteriis, 
endeavours  to  give  a  Solution.  I  {liall 
tranfcribe  as  much  as  concerns  our  prefent 
Jambl.  Purpofe.  "  Let  us  run  over  Particulars, 
Myiler.  -^r^  affirm  EreBionem  Phailorum  to  be  a 
cap!  li.  Symbol  of  Generative  Virtue,  inciting  to  the 
Generation  of  the  World.  For  which 
Reafon  there  are  great  Numbers  of  thofe 
confecrated  Figures ;  the  whole  World  re- 
ceiving its  Fecundity  from  the  Gods.  And 
as  to  the  obfcene  Converfafion ;  I  efteem  it 
as  a  Symbol  of  Want  of  Good  in  Matter, 
and  of  that  Turpitude  in  Nature,  which  is 
afterwards  to  be  adorned.  Of  which  Adorn- 
ment Nature  has  the  ftronger  Appetite,  the 
more  it  knoweth  of  the  Indecoicies  of  thefe 
Things.  And  again,  it  purfueth  the  Forms 
of  good  Things,  by  having  learned  from 
flthy  Di/courfe  what  Filthinefs  is.  By  fuch 
Difcourfes  People  fhew  they  have  a  Senje 
of  Turpitude  j  but  the  Turpitude  itfelf  they 

throw 
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tlirow  off,  and  turn  their  whole  Defire  to 
the  Contrary.  Another  Reajon  Hkevvife  may 
be  given  for  thefe  Things.  The  ftrong 
Inclinatiom  of  Nature,  by  being  totally 
rejlrainedj  become  Wronger.  But  being 
indulged  in  fome  Meafure,  and  for  a  fiort 
^ime,  they  rejoice  in  Moderation,  and  are 
fatisfied :  and  being  thereby  purified,  they 
defift  afterwards,  not  fo  much  from  Com- 
piiJfion,  as  Ferfiiafion.  Therefore,  as  in 
Plays,  by  feeing  the  Paffions  of  others  wc 
are  fenfible  of  our  own  ;  moderate  them, 
and  purge  them  away :  fo  in  the  facred  ■ 
Myfteries,  \sy  feeing  and  hearing  Obfce?iities^ 
we  are  freed  from  any  Injury  fuch  Reprc- 
fentations  might  caufe  in  Facf.  Such 
Things  then  you  fee  are  introduced  as  a 
Medicine  to  the  Soul,  as  moderating  the 
Evils  incident  to  Nature,  and  freeing  and 
deHvering  us  from  our  Chains.'" 

Thus  that  Maficr  of  the  Myfterics  plainly 
owneth  the  Truth  oj  the  Fadls :  he  gives 
not  the  leaft  Intimation  of  their  beins  anv 
Innovation,  or  Corruption  of  the  original 
Defign,  And  his  Pleas  and  Excufes  for 
fuch  infamous  Sights,  Difcourfes  and  A£fionSy 
may  fairly  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
mofl  ordinary  Capacity.— But  flill  happy 
Confcqiiences  are  the  final  Iffue.  For  he 
tells  us  in  the  next  Chapter ;  ''  'Tisjamb'. 
manifeft  that  the  whole  is  falutary  to  //)f  ^y'^'^f; 
^oul.  For  in  feeing  the  blcjfcd  Spectacles 
X  X  2  (meaning 
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(meaning  of  Gods  and  GoddeJJes)  the  Soul 
is  changed  into  another  Life^  worketh  other 
Operations  i  thinketh  itfelf  no  Human  Crea-> 
ttire,    and  thinketh  rightly.      For  putting 
off  its  own  proper  Life^  it  is  changed  into 
the  mofl  blejjed  Energy  of  the  Gods.'"     So 
much  ibr  yamhiicus. — 
Warburt.      Mr.    Warbiirton  obferves,    "  one  infu-^ 
p-  14^-     perahle  Obftack  in  Paganifm,  to  a  Life  of 
Purity  and  Holinefs^  was  the  'vicious  Ex- 
amples of  their  Gods.     And  that  this  Evil 
•was   remedied  by   the  Myfteries.''      But   I 
conceive  this  Evil  was  rather  promoted  than 
remedied  thereby.     As  an  Inilunce  of  Per- 
fons  jufifying  one  another  from  fuch  Cce- 
lejlial  Examples,    he  fays,   from  Euripides^ 
Hercul.    that  "  Thejeus  confoles  his  Friend  Hrcules 
Furens.     ^y  tj^g  Examples  of  the  Crimes  of  the  Gods.'^ 
V.  ^315— jg^jj.  j|.   jj^^{^  }q^   remembered,    that   both 
thefe  Heros  were  of  the  Order  oj  the  Ini- 
tiated ;  fome  of  the  firji  too,  as  living  not 
lefs   than   twelve   Hundred   Years    before 
Chri/i : — and  that  fuch  an  accurate  Writer 
as   Euripides  would  fcarce  have   put  that 
Exciije  into  their  Mouths,  had  it  not  been 
confor?nable  to  the  orr^ipal  Plan^  but  diredly 
contra?y. 

The   Poet,    fpeaking  of  Affignations  in 
the  Temples  of  IJis^  Ceres,  Sec.  adds, 

Fnt.  6.       Credit  enim  ipfiui  Domina  fe  voce  moneri. 

V.  527 — .  En  anlmam  6°  mcntem,  cum  qua  Dii  noCk  hquantur. 

"  The 
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*'  The  Party  believes  himfelf  direded  by 
the  Voice  of  the  Goddefs  herfelf.  See  the 
Mind  and  Soul,  that  is  fitted  for  a  Cojiver-t 
Jation  iinth  the  Gods  by  Night.'' 

Something,  in  the  preceding  Account 
of  the  Myfteries^  might  have  been  obferved 
concerning  the  not  uncommon  Pra6tice  of 
i7titiati}2g  Rogues  and  Harlots.  But  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  of  the  Myfterious  T?'ade  ;  only 
dedicating  what  hath  been  faid  upon  the 

Subjea To   Mr.  Wejiley  Hall,    whofc 

Doctrine  and  PraBice  have  been  fo  con- 
formable ^ — To  Mr.  Wejleys  initiated  Lady^ 
*'  who,  after  being  in  Defpair  and  in  Hell, 
(Scc.  had  her  horrible  Dread  taken  away, 
and  began  to  fee  fome  Dawnings  of  Hope  j 
but  v/2isfoon  after,  if  not  at  that  very  Time^ 
a  common  Projiitiitc  •,"'  Together  with  her 
Admirers ;  —  And  to  all  others  whom  it 
may  concern. 

§.  54.  Having  thus  drawn  a  Parallel 
between  the  Myjieries  of  Methodijm  an4 
thofe  of  downright  Paganifm,  I  fliall  con- 
clude my  Comparijon  with  a  Parallel  from 
Paganizing  Popery ;  nam^^ly,  St.  Patricks 
Purgatory,   in  Ireland. 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  Matthew  Paris,  an4 
others,  have  faid  much  of  this  memorable 
Place  :  but  as  Mejfngham  hath  brought  all 
together,  in  his  Lives  of  the  Hibernian 
faints,  I  fliall  make  my  Extracl  from  him. 

"  That 
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Mfffingh.  «  That  there  was^  and  /j,  fuch  a  Thing 
^'  ^^~'  as  iS/.  Patricks  'Ptwgatory^  is  agreed  by 
antient  and  modern  Writers  j  and  the  Cer- 
tainty tnuft  be  aflerted,  to  refute  the  Impu- 
defice  of  Heretics. — The  Occafwn  of  it  was 
this.  While  St.  Pairic  was  humbling 
himfelf  in  Fadings,  Watchings,  and  Prayer, 
Chrift  appeared  X.Q  him,  and  fhewed  him  a 
dark  Den ;  faying,  '  Whoever  in  true 
Faith  and  Penitence  fhall  enter  into  this 
jD^«,  and  continue  there  for  twenty-four 
Hours,  he  fhall  \^q  purged  from  all  the  Sins 
of  his  whole  Life.'  The  Truth  of  this  is 
confirmed  by  the  antient  Breviaries^  &c. 
To  queftion  it,  would  be  to  give  the  Lie 
to  all  Antiquity  and  Piety.  [Mr.  Wefef% 
fole  Teftimony,  as  to  his  own  Purgatory^ 
will,  by  all  unprejudiced  Perfons,  be  deemed 
of  equal  Veracity.'] 

The  Den  is  in  an  Ifland  of  the  Province 
rfUlJler;  one  Part  whereof  is  the /^orr/i!^/^ 
Station  cf  Devils ;  the  other  Part  is  in^ 
comparably  iiluftrated  with  the  vifible  Pre- 
fence  of  Angels  and  Saints.  If  any  rafli 
Perfon,  as  hath  been  the  Cafe,  fliould  pre^ 
fumptuoully  enter  into  the  former,  he  is 
feized  upon  by  Cacodemons^  or  Evil  Spirits, 
and  afflid:ed  with  various  Torme?2ts,  till  he 
has  almoft  loft  the  Shape  of  a  Man.  But 
if  any  one  endureth  thele  Torments,  after 
Co}ifeffion  and  Penitence,  he  fliall  not  underr 
go  any   more   infernal  Punifmicnts.     For 

St. 
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^t.  Patricj  finding  it  difficult  to  convince 
that   ificredulou:.   Nation   of  the   Truth   of 
juture   infernal    Punijhments  and  heavenly 
Joys  J  merited  of  Heaven  to  bring  this  ocular 
Demonjiration  and    Proof  of  it,    here   on 
Earth.     Jacobus   de   Vitriaco  attefts  this ; 
*  that  if  aiiV'  one  truly  penitent  and  confejj^ed 
defcendcth  hither,  he  is  lujlrated  and  -puri- 
fied by  the  Devils^  by  ten  Thoufand  Sorts 
oi  Tortures.     And  whoever  returns  thence 
thus  lujlratedj  he  can  never  laugh  or  joke 
afterwards,     or    intermeddle   with   worldly 
Affairs:*     [Mr.  JVeJley  hath  been  a  little 
peccant  here  j  who,  after  his  repeated  Re- 
folution  not  to  laugh^  no  not  for  a  Moment -y-^-  Joum. 
nor  to  fpeak  a  Tittle   of   ivordly  Thifigs-^^'  '°" 
— Confelfeth,  that  "  he  hath  i^nce^  cfigaged An(\Ktr  io 
often  in  worldly  Bufmcfs^  the  Order  of  P;-c-E"thuf. 

vidence  requiring  it:' Who  alfo  hath^"  '^* 

been    united    to     Venus    Philomeides,     the 
Laughter-Loving  Dame. 

We  now  dilcourfe  only  concerning  a 
prejent  Purgatory^  of  meritorious  Pun- .,j- 
ments  in  this  Lije,  for  the  Ufe  of  fucL  as 
are  making  a  Pilgrimage  in  the  Lord. 
Which  is  to  be  difiinguifoed  from  that 
future  Purgatory^  which  lies  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Grave.  And  it  was  defigned 
by  St.  Patric  for  a  Proof  that  there  was 
fuch  a  Thing  as  a  Place  of  Torment  to 
come-,  and  which  might  be  efcaped,  by  a 
prejent  Expiation^  through  tliis  lujlral  lire. 

This 


(  344  ) 
this  appears  by  the  H^^mn  compofed  in 
Memory  of  St.  Fatric. 

The  Order  and  Manner  of  paffing  into 
this  Purgatory  followeth.  "  You  muft 
undergo  a  Courfe  of  Fa/ling,  ufing  a 
meagre  Diet  j  and  that  only  to  be  tafted 
once  in  twenty-four  Hours,  however  your 
Guts  may  grumble.  But  you  may  refrefli 
and  moiften  your  Mouth,  with  certain 
Waters  j  which  are  as  light  and  wholefome 
as  the  Waters  of  the  Spaw,  You  are  regu- 
larly to  keep  the  holy  Stations :  and  when 
you  are  weary  at  Niglit,  you  are  not  to 
lie  down  on  a  Bed^  Couch,  or  Pillow  -,  but 
may  he  on  your  Cloak,  or  wrap  your 
Breeches  about  your  Head. — Whoever  un- 
dertakes this  Progrejs  mufl:  be  admitted  by 
the  Spiritual  Father,  who  prejides  over 
Turgatory ;  muft  betake  themfelves  to 
what  are  called  the  Fenal  Manfions,  or 
Penitential  Cells  of  the  Saints ;  where  they 
muft  ivhirl  themfelves  feven  Times  round 
the  Crofs.  A  rough  and  Jiony  Path  thence 
leadeth  them  to  a  Lake ;  at  the  Bottom  of 
which  is  a  Stone,  whereon  they  muft  fix 
their  Feet,  which  will  be  cruelly  tired  and 
torn ;  but  in  lefs  than  half  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour,  by  the  Help  of  Prayer,  they  will 
/eel  a  fingular  RefrejJ^ment  and  Strength 
from  the  Stone:  St.  Fatric  having  prayed 
formerly  upon  it,  and  left  the  Imprejjion 
of  his  Feet. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Aujlcrities  having  been  repeated 
for  fevcn  Days,  on  the  eighth  the  trouble- 
Ibme  Ceremonies  are  all  to  be  doubled. 
Then  the  Candidates  are  convened  before 
the  Spiritual  Father,  who  fpeaks  to  them 
a  Word  of  Exhortation  ;  and,  in  a  pre- 
meditated Form,  gives  them  an  Account^ 
or  'Journal,  of  ftich  Examples  as  muft  move 
the  moft  Stupid,  io^itw  tlie  moll  Hardened, 
aad  terrify  the  mod:  Audacious :  and  pre- 
paring them  by  Confejjion  and  Abfolution, 
and  Warnings  againft  the  Powers  of  Dark- 
nefs^  he  bring  them  to  the  Mouth  of  the 
Den.  Where  you  rrjay  fee  them  in  an 
Agony ^  as  if  palling  into  another  World  y 
fighing,  groaning,  praying,  &c. 

The  Den  itlelf,  into  which  they  now 
defcend,  is  a  dark,  low,  narroio  Hoh\  [As 
when  Satan  fhut  Mr.  IVhitefeld  into  a 
Clofet,  and  locked  him  up  in  Iron- Armour.'] 
where  they  mufi:  ftoop  or  creep,  unable  to 
go,  ftand,  or  ft.  There  is  a  fmall  JVindoiv 
on  one  Side,  which  lets  in  a  littk  Light  : 
and  at  the  Extremity  is  fituated  that  horrible 
Gulph,  which  God  lliewed  to  St.  Patric, 
for  the  Terror  of  the  Obflinate.  (But  the 
Den  is  now  made  fmoother  and  plainer  by 
Papal  Difpen fat  ions.)  Thsy  then  plunge 
themfelves  naked  in  the  Lake -,  and  being 
lujirated  by  this  Expiation,  they  come  out 
renewed  and  born  again,  able  to  conquer 
the  old  Serpent. 

Y  V  Tiie 
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The  Benefit  attending  the  Vifitation,  Sa- 
tisfaBian^  and  Purgation  of  this  Den  is 
undeniable.  And  the  Pains  and  Punijh- 
ments  may  eafily  be  coUeded  from  the 
Jparknefs,  Narrownefs,  and  long  Contifiu- 
ance  in  the  Hole  ;  the  fuffocati?jg  Breath  of 
Numbers  crowded  together  j  Exidcera" 
tions  of  the  Feet,  Penal  Celhy  FaJiingSy 
Watchings^  lying  on  the  Ground^  crying 
md  wailing^  and  Abdication  of  Earthly 
Comforts:  —  as  well  as  horrible  Vifions  and 

SpeSlres.        _     ,    ,,, 

This  is  to  be  pbferved,  "  that  the  Sexes 
are  not  allowed  promlfcuoufly  to  go  toge- 
ther ;  but  the  Men  feparatehj  and  Women 
feparately.  [In  this  Particular  Mr.  Wefley 
4journ.  differs ;  Warmly  alTerting  that  "  the  un- 
^'^  married  Men  and  JVojnen  OM^t  to  go 
together."  ;/       ..: 

-  Meffingham  then  proceeds  to  illujlrate 
\and  ccnfrm  what  he  had  faid,  by  a  fpecial 
Jnjiance.  "When  St.  Patric  was  favoured 
with  this  Proof  of  Purgatory,  for  the  Cow- 
verfon  of  the  Irijh  .  to  the  Catholic  Faith, 
many  Pe?iitents  defcended  into  it :  of  whom 
fome  perified  there  j  others  returning  de^ 
glared  what  T^orments  they  had  fufFered, 
and  what  joyful  SptSiacles  they  had  feen  : 
Which  Accounts  St.  Patric  ordered  to  be 
ibreferved.  Afterwards  one  Owen,  who 
had  been  many  Years  a  Soldier  in  King 
Stephen's  Army,  being  under  Compundion 

for 
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for  his  wickfd  Life,  and  many  enormoui 
Vices,  would  needs  undergo  the  mofl 
grievous  of  Fenances,  by  entering  into  St, 
Patricks  Purgatory.  The  Prior  of  the 
Place,  preparing  him  as  ufually,  teils  him 
he  fliould  meet  with  certain  Meffengers, 
from  Gody  who  would  inform  him  of  what 
he  was  to  do,  or  fuffer :  But  when  they 
were  gone,  the  Tempters  fliould  attack  him. 
The  Soldier,  refolved  to  make  trial  of 
this  new  and  uncommon  Warfare,  f^oes  in- 
trepidly into  the  Den-,  wi.f-re  he  foon 
found  himfelf  In  total  Darknefs.  But  e'er 
long  a  little  Light  appeared  :  and  he  came 
to  a  Room,  not  unlike  a  Monkifb  Cloifter  ; 
where  fome  /haven  Religious^  approached, 
and  blejj'ed  God  for  infpiring  him  with  the 
good  Purpofe  of  expiating  his  Sins ',  in- 
forming him,  that  unlefs  he  proceeded 
couragioujly,  he  fliould  periflo.  Body  and 
SouL  For  as  foon  (fay  they)  as  we  are 
gone,  a  Multitude  oifiid  Spirits  will  come, 
bringing  grievous  Tortures,  and  threatening 
ivorfe,  perfuading  you  alfo  to  return,  and 
promifmg  to  carry  you  to  the  Gate,  where 
you  came  in.  But  have  Courage :  in  your 
Torments  call  upon  Chrift,  and  you  fliall 
immediately  be  fet  free.  And  fo  they  left 
him. 

The  Soldier,  thus  inftrudled,  flood  wait- 
ing for  a  Combat  with  the  Devils :  and  pre- 
fently  he  heard  a  tumultuous  Noife,   as  if 

Y  y  2  th: 
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the  whole  World  was  in  Commotion  j 
whereby  he  was  almofl  driven  out  of  his 
Stmfes,  After  this  horrible  Noife  follows 
the  more  horrible  vijibk  AjpeB  of  the  Devils-, 
who  derided,  and  infulted  him,  faying, 
'  other  Mortals  come  not  to  us,  till  after 
Death :  you  honour  our  Society  fo  much, 
as  to  furrender  Body  and  Soul  to  us  while 
alive.  And  we  will  reward  you  according- 
ly. You  came  hither  to  endure  'Torments 
for  your  Sins :  and  fLall  have  what  you 
wanted.  But  however,  as  a  Favour  for 
your  former  Services,  if  you  pleafe,  we 
will  condu(5l  you  out  unhurt,  to  the  Gate 
where  you  came  in'  But  the  undaunted 
Soldier  is  neither  fliaken  by  their  Menaces, 
nor  inveigled  by  their  Allurements, 

The  Devils,  feeing  themfelves  con- 
temned, bind  him  Hand  and  Foot,  throw 
him  into  a  Fire,  and  drag  him  about 
with  Iron  Hooks :  whereby  having  endured 
great  'Torment,  he  calls  upon  Chrift,  and 
is  entirely  delivered ;  not  fo  much  as  a 
fingle  Spark  remaining. 

Hence  fome  of  them  carry  him  into  a 
difmal  and  dark  Region,  where  nothing  but 
Devils  was  to  be  feen ;  and  where  his 
Body  Vv'as  pierced  with  a  Stiffnefs  and 
Rigor,  by  a  peftilent  Wind.  They  carry 
him  farther  into  the  Hearing  of  Hoivlings, 
JVailings,  and  Clamours  j  —  into  a  Sight  of 
Wretches  tormented  in  a  miferable  Manner : 

and 
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and  throwing  him  on  the  Ground,  they  en- 
deavour to  torment  him,  like  the  rcj}.  But 
the  Name  oj  Jcjus  forced  them  to  give  over. 
—  Thence  they  convey  him  to  another 
Field  full  of  greater  Mifery-y  among  Jicry 
Serpents  clinging  to  poor  Mortals,  and 
eati7ig  into  their  Hearts.  *  Thefe  Torture?, 
fay  they,  are  prepared  for  you^  unlefs  you 
confent  to  go  back:  But  the  Name  ofChriJi 
again  prevented  them. 

They  drag  him  to  a  Field  Jlill  more 
dreadful',  where  are  People  pierced  with 
Iron  Nails  from  Head  to  Foot,  without 
Interval;  and  roaring,  as  if  they  were 
killing ;  and  tortured  with  both  a  cold  and 
burfiing  Wind.  But  nothing  could  affright 
the  Soldier. 

Thence  he  is  hurried  into  d.  fourth  Field, 
full  of  Fires,  and  every  invented  Torment  of 
every  Kind  j  above  all  Expreffion  or  Con- 
ception.  They  fhew  him  a  buriiing  Wheel, 
and  throw  him  upon  it  to  torture  him  :  but 
by  the  Najne  of  Jefus  he  comes  down  tm- 
hurt.  Through  more  Tortures  thefe  /;:- 
fernal  Dogs  carry  him  to  the  very  Fntrance 
of  Hell',  and  all  flounce  in  togethef  with 
the  Soldier :  where  he  felt  fuch  intolerable 
Mifery,  that  for  a  long  Time  he  forgot  the 
Name  of  Jefus,  and  (iood  perfectly  aftoniJl:cd. 
Here  they  Hiew  a  Bridge  over  Hell,  ex- 
tremely flippcry,  narroiv,  and  high',  and 
compel  him  to  walk  upon  it;  which   he 

did, 
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did,  by  the  Name  of  'J ejus,  without  any 
Slipy  or  making  a  falfe  Step.  Which  pro- 
voked the  Devils  to  fuch  horrid  Clamours 
and  profane  Outcries,  as  were  more  in- 
fufferable  than  all  his  other  Punifiments. 

Our  brave  Soldier  being  thus  fet  free  from 
the  Vexation  of  the  Devi  Is  y  is  prefented  with 
a  View  of  the  Gates  of  Paradife ;  whence 
the  Saints  came  out  to  meet  him,  with 
CroJfeSy  Wax-Candles,  and  Colours  flyingy  to 
c^rry  him  into  Paradife -,  .where  he  was 
entertained  with  the  mofl  deleBable  Sights 
and  harmonious  Sounds,  The  Man  affirmed, 
that  this  proceeded  not  from  Ecjiacy ;  but 
that  he  faw  ail  with  his  corporeal  Eyes, 
and  had  corporeal  Feeling  and  Experience 
of  the  Sufferings.  He  afterwards  entered 
among  the  Motiks ;  and  had,  upon  Con- 
tinuance, an  Affurance  of  Salvation. " 
Thus  endeth  this  Methodiftico-Monki/J;>  Story. 
And  'tis  fubmitted  to  the  Judgment  of 
every  Man  in  his  Senfes,  whether  the 
principle  Myjlery  of  Methodifm   bears  any 

Refemblance   of  true  Chriflianity  \ and 

whether  it  be  not  a  perfeii  Copy  of  the  mojl 
horrible  Devices  in  Paganifm  and  Popery, 

Let  us  now  recapitidate  fome  of  the 
Ingredients  for  making  a  true  Methodijl. 
He  muft  fet  out  on  Foot,  with  a  fanBified 
Countenance y  and  high  Pretences  to  Piety ; 
which  is  to  confifl  of  unfcriptural  Peculi^ 
aritieSf    ivhimfical  StriSlnefjes^    and   bitter 

Zeal 
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Zeal  agatnji  innocent  and  indifferent  Things, 
In  order  to  cafch  Fame  ftill  more  effedtaally, 
he  muft  be  a  deep  Dealer  in  the  black  Arts 
ofCaUitWiyafidUncharitablenefs'j  muft  feem- 
ingly  d^jpife  Money,  and  be  often  calling 
out  for  Sufferings  and  Perjcctition.  How- 
ever wicked  he  hath  been,  let  hini  injlanta- 
neoujly  he  called  converted,  perfeBed^  affured 
of  Sahation-,  and  talk  much  of  hnpulfeSy 
Imprejjions,  Feelings,  Raptures,  and  EcHd'- 
cies.  But  above  all,  let  him  boaft  of  7«- 
fpirations,  divine  Mijpons,  familiar  akd 
amorous  Converfations  with  God,  talking  with 
him  Face  to  Face,  and  fitting  down  with 
him  at  Table.  By  Degrees  he  becomes 
equal  to  Prophets,  Apofiles,  or  Chrifl  him' 
Jelf :  is  entitled  to  Vifions,  Revelations, 
Prophecies,  and  Miracles.  Thus  armed 
with  a  conceited  Imagination  and  fpiritual 
Pride,  he  is  to  combat  Satan,  and  all  the 
Dogs  of  Hell ;  and  (as  he  is  ordained)  to 
run  the  Gantlope  through  Terrors,  Doubts, 
Scepticifm,  Infidelity,  Atheifm,  fpiritual  De- 
fertionsy  and  Lofs  of  God's  Grace,  (Things 
highly  beneficial,  and  abfolutely  neccfiary) 
Defpondency  and  Defpair,  Difir action  and 
Madnefs :  —  through  violent  Agonies,  Di- 
fiortions,  and  Convulfions  -,  the  Pains  of  Hell, 
Damnation,  and  Hell  itfelf;  through  all 
the  Miferies  and  Tortures,  beyond  Ex- 
preffion  or  Defer iption,  which  either  Gddr 

or 
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or  Nature,  Satan  or  the  Preacher,  can 
bring  upon  him:  —  But  having  undergone 
thefe j^t'ry  Liijlratiom,  he  hath  Apparitiom 
of  God  and  Angels  coming  to  carry  him  to 
Heaven  :  His  is  united  to  God :  he  is  plw?ged 
into  God :  he  is  All  God.  —  This  Progrefs 
indeed  may  happen  to  want  a  trifling  Cir^ 
ciimjiance,  the  DireBion  of  Scripture  -,  but 
that  DefeB  is  futticiently  fupplied  from 
Heathenijm  and  Popery, 

And  who  can  help  admiring  the  deep 
Artifice  and  Management?  What  hath 
hitherto  been  imputed  to  Pits  and  Di- 
fiemper — to  Cheat  and  Impofure — to  Witch- 
craft, Sorcery,  Magic,  and  fotne  diabolical 
Jlhfion — all  is  engrafted  into  the  pure  Reli- 
qlon  of  Methodifls ;  all  is  God's  Work,  and  a 
Manifeftation  of  what  he  hath  done  for  their 
Souls.  And  when  Mr.  Wefey,  and  his 
Afjociates,  have  clearly  vindicated  the  'pa- 
rallels I  have  brought  (from  Popery  parti- 
cularly) from  EnthufmJ7n  and  Impojiure, 
their  own  Difpenfation  may  ftand  fair  for 
Si  favour  able  ConftruSiion, 

It  may  behove  me  in  the  Clofe,  to  leave 
my  Judgment,  in  as  plain  a  Manner  as  I 
can,  concerning  this  myjierious  Part  of 
Methodifm ;  in  which  the  principal  Diji- 
culfy  feems  to  lie.  Thus  tlien  I  Judge. 
."  If  there  be  any  Thing  in  it  exceeding  the 
•  Powers  cf  Nature,  known  or  fecret  -,    any 

Thing 
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Thing  beyond  the  Force  of  Dijlcmpcr^  or 
of  Imagination  and  Etithufiafm  artfully 
worked  up ;  any  Thing  above  the  Reach 
of  Juggle  and  Lnpo/Jiire  ;  (which  I  take  not 
upon  me  to  affirm^  or  deny)  —  In  that 
Cafe,  I  fee  no  Rcafon  againft  concluding, 
that  'tis  the  JPork  of  fomc  evil  Spirit ;  a 
Sort  of  magical  Operation^  or  other  diaboli- 
cal Illufton. 
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APPENDIX. 


CONTAINING 


A  few  Inftances  of  the  Natural  and 
A6lual  Tendency  of  Enthuliaftic 
Methodifm  to  Popery  \  from 
EngliQi  Hiftory. 


(No.  I.)  T'be  miraculom  Life  and Converfion 
of  Father  Ben  net,  of  Ganfield,  in  Eflex. 
Doway,  1623* 


cc 


HE  was  a  Protejlant  and  Puritan^ 
by  Birth  and  Education ;  but 
had  an  extraordinary  Call  to  be  a  Fapifl^ 
and  a  Capuchin  ;  and  in  on^  Momejit  was 
wholly  changed  into  another  Man ;  and 
conftrained  to  embrace  the  Catholic  Commu- 
nion by  Druinc  Infpiration.  In  his  Story  of 
himfelf  he  faith,  *  I  was  a  Libertine,  ad- 
Zz  2  dided 
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dialed  to  various  Vices  j  I  faw  my  miferable 
State,  and  fought  to  amend  my  Life.     But 
alas !    How  vidny  Blocks  lay  in  my  Way  ? 
What  Stratagems  did  not  the  old  Serpe?it  ufe 
to  hinder  me  ?     He  appeared  to  me  tranf- 
formed  into  an  Angel  of  Light ;  talked  long 
with  me,  perplexed  me,  but  did  not  wholly 
overcome  me. — He  planted  his  Battery  of 
Prcdejlination  againft  me,  and  faid,  I  was 
predeJU?2ated  to  be  damned  in  the  End  -,  and 
that  my  good  Purpofes  were  nothing  but 
a  Brain-Sicknefs,   &c.     Which  Mentations 
made  me  extremely  melancholic.    But  when 
I  had  abandoned  all  Lets  and  Hindrances^ 
my  moft  affli^^ing  Trouble  was,   what  Re- 
ligion I  JJjould  embrace. — I  began  to  pray, 
fajij  watch,  and  lie  hard. — After  this  I  faw 
in  the  Fields  a  Vifion,  of  an-  extraordinary 
Nature,  which  I  related  to  a  Friend  who 
was  a   Catholic:    He  was  highly  pleafed, 
and  told  me  of  Exorcijms  done  by  Catholic 
Pr lefts,  wnth  many  other  marvellous  Things, 
—The  Devil  then  fo  afiaulted   me,    that 
when  I  took  the  Book  oj  Refolutions  into  my 
Hands   to  read,    it    profited  me  nothing. 
And  he  told  me,  that  my  Spirit  fhould  be 
fo  turmoiled,  that  I  fliould  be  in  danger  of 
lofi?ig  my  Wits  j  and  that  my  Brain  was  al- 
ready cracked.     Being  unexperienced  in  Spi- 
ritual Combats,  I  was  forely  beaten  by  this 
fierce  Battail,  and   grew  wonderfully  weak 
and  opprejjed :    I  was  deprived  of  my  Senjes, 

and 
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and  brought  to  the  Door  of  Dcfpalr  ;  and 
perceived  that  God  was  go?ie  awhile  froni  me. 
In  the  Midfl  of  this  great  Defoiation  and 
Objcurity,  a  Beam  of  Light  ilione  upon 
me ;  and  my  Tribulations  were  recom- 
penfed  with  Plenty  oi  Con folat ions,  Joy,  and 
Peace:  And  '  thou,  O  Lord,  didft  re- 
I'eal,  by  an  inexplicable  Manner,  the  clear 
and  perfedl  Sight,  and  ajj'ured  Knowledge, 
of  thy  o?2ly  true  Religion,  with  abjolute 
Certainty:  The  next  Morning  I  went 
to  an  old  infamous  Prifon,  called  Newgate, 
which  was  commonly  filled  with  Priefts\ 
where  I  met  with  a  Trieji,  to  whom  I 
made  Confefficn,  and  was  reconciled  to  the 
Holy  Church.  Then,  following  the  Motions 
of  divine  Injpiraticn,  I  propoied  to  retire  to 
fome  Monajlery.  This  was  not  without 
great  Contrariety  and  Perplexity  of  Spirit. 
But  the  Lord  called  me  with  fo  clear,  ma- 
nifeft,  and  loud  a  Voicc^  that  I  could  not 
refift  the  Call.  In  which  Raviflomcnt  and 
Alie?7ation  of  Seife,  \  ^'•;^'i,  out  of  myfelf  and 
tranfported  into  God. 

I  had  before  refolved  with  myfejf  to  be- 
come a  Religious,  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis  -,  but  was  in  great  Doubt  whether 
I  fl-^ould  take  the  Habit  of  the  Cordeliers  or 
the  Capuchins.  At  length  fuch  Vigour  and 
Force  of  Spirit  v/as  given  to  me,  that  1 
refolved  to  become  a  Capuchin  ;  and  in- 
Jlantly  I  had  an  Injpiration,  whitlj  faid  to 

me, 
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mc,  *  Lo!  now  all  the  ViJ^QH  is  accom- 
plilhed.'  For  that  Vifio7i  fhewed  me  all 
wundane  Vanities  pafl:  ;  and  the  Habits  and 
HoHneffes  of  the  Francifcans,  particularly  of 
the  Capuchins,  So  I  took  the  Habit ;  and 
others,  by  my  'Example  and  Coimfel^  did  the 
fame." 

Thus  much  Father  Bennet  fays  himfelf* 
What  follows  is  from  the  Writer  of  his 
Life. 

"  From  the  Inftant  oiMi^ConverJlon^  he 
was  as  a  Coal  all  on  Fire^  glowing  with 
Zeal\  —  He  had  fo  many  Vifions^  Revela* 
tions^  and  Lights  of  the  Spirit^  towards 
obferving  the  Rules  of  St,  Francis  -,  and 
God  infpired  him  fo  manifejlly,  that  he  could 
vot  admit  of  any  Doubt,  One  Day  ^  glori- 
cus  Angel  appeared  to  him,  encompalTed 
with  Light y  and  with  a  Book  in  his  Hand  j 
which  the  Angel  opened,  and  turned  over 
the  Leaves  for  him,  dired:ing  him  to  a 
Place,  where  it  was  God's  IVill  that  he 
fiould  be  a  Capuchin.  [Mr.  Whitefield  (ttm% 
^  T^„rr,  to  have  been  fuore  honoured,  when  "  the 
p.  66.  Lord  him fe If  gave  him  a  Text^  and  diredted 
him  to  a  Method^  as  he  was  going  up  the 
Tulpit-Stairs:'^ 

The  Devil  was  fully  employed  in  fetting 
Gi?2S  for  him  ;  omitting  no  Tentation^  out^ 
ward  or  invv'ard  j  prefaging  that  the  Saint 
would  cverthrcro  his  Kingdo7n,  if  he  were 
fufftred  to   pcrfevere  :    and   therefore  ap^ 

feared 
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feared    to    him   fometimes   in   a  religious, 
fomeLJmes  in  a  dreadjiil  Form.     The  Vifiom 
which  he  had  in  the  Beginning  grew  more 
common  and  fearful,  grievous  to  the  Ap- 
prehenfion.     Our  Lord  made  him  fee  and 
bear  all  the  1l  or  merits  and  Pains  of  Hell ; 
the  horrible  Cries  of  Devils^  and  Blafphejnies 
ivbich   they  yelp  forth,   their  Defpair,  and 
Stench  of  their  Dungeons  :     which    made 
him  terribly  roar,  to  the  Aftoniihment  of 
all    the    Religious.''       [  I    have    had    the 
Honour   to    hear   Mr.    Whitefield  roar  out 
in  the  fame    Manner,    upon  feeing  fuch  a 
Vifion  of  Hell,  in  the  Midft  of  his  Preach- 
ment.] 

"  Thefe  and  oihtv  /lra?2ge  Accidents  made 
the  Fathers  fufpedt  fome  Illu/ion  of  the 
Devil ;  but  upon  Trial,  he  appeared  to  go 
upon  the  fame  Foundation  ivith  Saint 
Francis,  ivhen  he  efiablijhed  his  Rule. 

His  Rapts  and  Ecflacies  threw  him  into 
fuch  a  Diforder  that  they  had  recourfe  to 
Phyjicians.  The  Phyficians,  who  feldom 
have  recourfe  to  God,  when  they  can  find 
any  Belief  in  Nature,  applied  'Pigeons  to 
him  J  pricked  his  Legs  and  Thighs  with 
great  Pins;  but  they  could  diJcern  no 
Motion  nor  Senfe  in  him.  At  length,  sfter 
he  had  been  out  of  himfelf  for  two  Days, 
he  came  to  himfelf  again  ;  and  was  fo  pof- 
felTed  with  Joy  and  Jubilation,  that  though 

he 


(36o) 

he  was  all  Humility,  he  was  forced  to  make 
outward  Shew  of  it. 

Notwithftanding  this,  to  Jhut  the  Gate 
to  Vanity,  which  creepeth  in  infenfibly  like 
a  Serpent^  they  did  humble  him  by  all 
Sorts  of  Inventions ;  told  him  he  was  ujt^ 
profitable,  and  talked  of  taking  the  Habit 
from  him.  But  he  had  a  Revelation  againft 
that.  For  having  once  untied  the  Cord, 
wherewith  he  was  girded,  the  blej'ed  Vir- 
gin appeared,  took  his  Girdle,  put  it  on 
again,  and  afjiired  him,  that  he  fhould 
perfevere  a  Child  of  St.  Francis."  [No 
Wonder  then,  that  Mr.  ffe/ley  fhould  be 

3  Journ,   in  fuch  a  Fright,  that  "  God  would  drop 
p.  60.      j^jiy,^    and    lay   him   a  fide-,"    or    that   his 

4  Joarn.  «'  Brother  Charles  fliould  adually  leave  o£ 
p.  ^1—9' 'preaching,  and  become  ay?///  Brother  5  till, 

in  Verification  of  Mr.  y.  Wcjlcfs  Prophecy, 
*  that  he  fhould  roiije  himfelf  like  Sanipfon, 
and  be  avenged  on  his  Enemies,'  —  he  once 
more  became  a  Friar  Predicant"']  "  After 
this,  there  was  fcarce  an  Hour  and  a  Half 
out  of  four  and  twenty,  when  he  felt  not 
himfelf  drawn  by  divine  TraSls  into  a  Union ^ 
and  transformation  into  Jefus  Chrifi ;  which 
left  violent  Impreflons,  Pains,  and  Dolour i 
on  his  Body  and  Soul.  But  the  Pleafure  he 
took  in  them,  was  an  iiifalUhle  Argument, 
that  fuch  AttraSlions  were  truly  from  God, 
and  not  lllufions  of  Satan, 

Befides 


Befides  thefe,  he  labour'd  under  painfid 
Difeafes  for  twelve  Tears  ;  for  all  which 
he  rejoiced  exceedingly:  Bec^ufe  nothing 
makes  us  return  fo  foon,  as  a  Snail  izi' thin 
lis  Shell,  as  when  God  comcth  '.to  Jmite  the 
Horn  of  our  Prefumption  and  Arroguncy. 

God  only  knoweth  how  many  religious 
Men  and  Women  have,  by  the  Sublimity  of 
his  DoBrine,  been  exalted  to  the  high  State 
of  PerfeSiion.  But  his  more  particular 
Defgn  was  the  Converfion  of  Heretics^ 
efpecially  the  Proteftants  in  his  c-jun  Country, 
For  which  Reafon,  after  various  Peregri- 
nations^ he  returned  to  England,  and 
underwent  grievous  Perfecutions,  But  yet 
he  exhorted  the  Catholics  to  live  as  Lambs 
cmong  Wolves.  He  was  taken  up,  and  ex'- 
amined  by  Sir  pr.  Walfingham^  Chief  Seer e~ 
tary  of  State,  a  Man  moft  obftinate  and 
iliff  in  his  falfe  Religion  ;  who  committed 
him  to  the  Toroer ;  whence  he  was  fent 
Prifoner  to  the  Caflle  of  Wifbitch.  In  his 
Way  through  Cambridge,  he  was  led 
through  all  the  Streets,  as  a  flrangc,  mon- 
flrous  SpcSlacle ;  and  followed  with  odious 
Shouts,  and  defpitefiil  Reproaches. 

While  he  was  at  Wifbitch  many  Pro- 
tejlant  Minijiers  came  to  dijpute  with  him  ^ 
but  departed  from  him  with  their  cwn 
Shame,  Among  other  Conferences,  lie  had 
a  remarkable  one  with  the  pretended  Bijhop 
■of  Ely,  who  was  named  Dr.  Eaton  -,  whidi 
A  a  a  he 
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he  fo  well  managed,  that  the  Catholics 
thought  it  was  God's  Spirit  which  fpakc 
within  him,  to  the  JDifljonour  and  Con" 
fufwn  of  the  Bijhop^  and  his  Adherents. — - 
After  three  Years  Imprifonment ^  Father  Ben- 
net  was  banijhed  into  France. 

Being  ill  of  a  Fever,  God  cured  him  hj 
a  Miracle.  For  he  felt  a  certain  Sweetnejs^ 
and  a  certain  Voice  afjured  him,  *  that  he 
ihould  receive  a  perfe6l  Remedy  on  the 
Feajl  oj  the  Seraphic  St.  Francis.*  Accord- 
ingly on  that  Day  the  Foice  faid,  *  Go, 
and  fing  confidently,  for  thou  art  now 
wholly  cured  of  thy  Difeafe* 

He  inflidted  a  Judgment  too  on  a  Man, 
who  drew  his  Son  by  Force  out  of  the 
Monafxery.  For  upon  his  threatening  the 
Man  with  Punifliment  far  this  enormous 
Crime,  behold  a  Thing  very  ftrange,  and 
worthy  of  Mark  !  At  that  very  Tiime  Sen- 
tence was  given  in  Heaven ;  and  was  fhortly 
after  put  in  Execution ;  the  Man  fell  fck^ 
end  died,  to  ratify  the  true  FrediBion  of  this 
good  Father. 

If  I  fhould  fpeak  as  is  meet  of  his  ftrait 
Ujiicn  with  God,  the  Force,  PerfeiSlion,  and 
Continuance  of  it,  I  fhould  fay,  that  his 
whole  Life,  fince  he  became  a  Capuchin, 
was  a  continued  Rapt,  and  Ecjiacy ;  which 
made  him  become  engulfed  in  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Creator-,  in  the  illuminated 
Lijcy  and  ajjiired  JVay  of  Perfe^ion.     After 

his 
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his  Ecftacies^  who  can  prefume  to  fay  this 
was  natural,  and  that  they  were  notiiing 
elfe  but  Siojonings  ?  —  In  his  laft  Sicknefs, 
God  revealed  to  him  the  T/W,  Day  and 
Hour,  of  his  Death.  And  before  he  died, 
the  Religious  about  him  conjed:ured  that  he 
faw  fomething,  and  that  the  Devil  was 
now  attempting  to  wound  him.  But  foon 
after,  the  /jkjed  Father  faid,  it  fiifficeth  r 
which  made  them  beHeve  the  Tentatio?i  was 
part:,  and  the  Enemy  vanguifl:ed.'* 

So  much  for  Father  Bennet.  And  who 
would  not  beHeve,  were  there  any  Truth 
in  Tranfmigratiorjy  that  his  Soul  paj'ed  into 
Mr,  Wejley  ? 

(No.  2.)  "  The  Life  of  the  Lady  Warner, 
called  Sifter  Clare  of  Jefus. — Lond.  1 692. 

Some  Years  ago  I  tranfcrlbed  a  few  Paf- 
fages  hence,  from  mere  Ciiriofity,  and  with- 
out any  Thoughts  of  Methodifm.  Had  I 
now  the  Book,  an  exadter  Comparifon  might 
be  drawn.  The  Extract  I  then  made  was 
as  follows. 

*'  She  was  bred  a  Protejlant,  but  con- 
verted by  a  fefuit  to  Popery. — She  refolved 
on  a  rigorous  Courfe  of  Life,  to  break  ofF 
all  Commerce  with  Creatures,  and  receive 
no  worldly  SatisfaBion, — She  receives  the 
Habit  at  Liege  j — is  particularly  devoted  to 
A  a  a  2  John 
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John  Baptijl^  St.  Aiiftiriy  Mary  Magdalen^ 
and  St.  Terefa ;  for  whom,  when  a  Pro- 
tejlmttyibt  had  a  particular  EJieem,  from 
reading '  her  Life. — She  fees  a  Stream  of 
glaring  Light  come  from  the  bleff'ed  Sacra- 
ment  towards  her.  She  tafles  the  Sweet- 
nefs  di  Union  with  God. — During  the  Con- 
tagion of  the  Plague,  the  Abbefs  infures 
ber  Safety,  and  that  of  all  the  reft ;  '  Good 
Sifter,  be  not  afraid  :'  none  of  my  Religious 
{hall  take  any  Harm  from  this  InfeBion* 
For  our  blejjed  Lady  had  appeared  to  the 
Abhfs,  with  all  her  Religious  under  her 
Mantle  j  afturing  her,  that  ftie  would  pre- 
ferve  them  jrom  the  Plague.  [Mr.  Weflefs 
Society  faie  in   a   like   Cafe.      4  Journal^ 

p.  56, 61.] 

Hearing  a  Sermon  on,  '  1  am  black,  but 
comely j"-  the  Abbefs  io\A  her,  *  You  al fo, 
Sifter  Clare,  muft  black  yourfelf-: '  upon 
which  ftie  went  into  the  Kitchen,  and 
blacked  her  Face  and  Hands  all  over  with 
Soot ;  which  caufed  fome  Diverfon  among 
the  Nuns.' — She  had"  many  Viftts  from  lier 
beloved  Jefus, — received  the  Gift  of  hifpi- 
ration,  and  burned  in  the  Fire  of  divine 
X(?^^.— however,  fhe  felt  great  Defolation, 
Drynefsy  and  Darknefs,  not  to  be  exprejed. 
By  the  purgative  and  illuminating  Way,  {he 
attains  to  the  Unitive ',  and  by  a  perfe£i 
Annihilation  of  herfelf,  comes  to  a  Kind  of 
J)eiJormity, — She  fays,  God  requires  no- 
things 
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tiling,  but  that  we  belie^JCy  he  forry^  and 
htfaved-y — that  we  muft  be  very  lincere 
to  ouiCcTjfeJfor^  telling  him  even  our  paj/wg 
'Thoughts.  —  Gcd  feems  to  ivifhJraiv  him- 
felf  from  her,  with  all  i?2tcrior  Ccmjorts  and 
Feelings  of  his  Prejence -,  and  flie  thinks 
htv(Q\{  totally  abandoned.  She  begs  Aid  of 
St.  Bruno  and  St.  Tcrefa ;  but  requells  of 
Chrift  to  take  her  for  his  Spov.fe^  or  at  lead- 
for  his  Handmaid. — Was  confirmed  in  her 
Opinion  that  God  had  forfakenher^  becaufc 
fhe  was  deluded  m  two  Points,  which  fhc 
thought  God  had  revealed  to  her  ; — that  fKe 
fliould  die  oi  thai  Illnefs  3  and  die  before  her 
Brother  Clare. — She  was  in  continual  Con- 
vidfwns  of  Doubts  and  Fears^  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  Gufs  and  Comforts  her  Soul 
tafted  from  her  Heavenly  Spoufe  i  and  (he 
feemed  pcrft5lly  forfaken  by  him  in  hef 
lajl  Sicknefs. — But  her  Countenance  after 
Death  retained  an  Angelical  Sweetnefs :  and 
her  Body  filled  the  Church  with  a  wonder- 
ful Perfume.'' 

(No.  3  )  Tranfcribed  from  the  "  Life  of  her 
Sifter  in  Law,  called  Sifter  Mary  Clare." 
Printed  with  thefor?ner. 

*'  She  was  converted  alfo  to  Popery,  and 
the  mofi  perfcSi  State :  —  was  fo  good,  that 
fhe  never  loft  her  Baptifmal  Fow  by  any 
piorfal  Sin. — In  her  Trayer.,  for  feveral 
^ '  Years, 
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Years,  (he  never  found  any  fptritual  or 
fenfibk  Guji ',  but  continual  Aridity  and 
Defolation ', — In  z  profound  Dejolationy  and 

no  Eafe  from  Heaven. Once,    kneeling 

down  in  her  Cell^  fhe  chanced  to  fpy  in  a 
Chink  of  the  Wall  a  little  Scroll  of  Paper ; 
which  taking  out  and  unfolding,  fhe  found 
thefe  Words  in  it,  "  Be  at  Reft,  and  affliB 
yourjelf  no  more :  all  is  well  between  God 
and  you'*  This  filled  her  with  Joy;  as 
undoubtedly  coming  from  Heaven^  God 
having  fent  it  by  an  Angel. — She  makes  a 
formal  Oblation  of  herfelf  to  God,  in  Words 
diBated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.-^'^xM  MX  fhe  is 
in  Darknefs,  as  to  the  interior  State  of  her 
Soul,  has  no  Light  or  Comfort  in  Prayer^ 
Communion,  divine  Offices,  or  any  Exercifes 
of  Devotion :  —  is  in  obfcure  Faith  3  and  fears 
fhe  has  7io  Faith,  becaufe  no  Fervour  ;  but 
remains  as  a  Stone,  and  has  no  Feelings  of 
God. 

But  yet  fhe  has  many  Infpirations  front 
God. — She  always  hears  the  very  firj}  Stroke 
of  the  Bell,  calling  her  up  to  Matins,  by 
the  Help  of  an  Angel. — She  annihilates  her- 
felf before  her  Crucifix,  and  acknowledgeth 

the  Abyfs  of  her  own  Nothijignefs. She 

prayeth,  *  O  my  fweet  ftfus,  letmerepofc 
upon  thy  facred  Breajl,  und  fetch  my 
Health  out  of  thy  mofl  blejjed  Heart .'--^ 
Even  in  her  lafi  Moments  fhe  fays,  that  fhe 
was  totally  void  of  all  fcnfble  Confolation 

and 
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and  Devotion :  but  rejoiced  to  fee  herfelf  fn 
this  Aridity^  quite  parched,  and  dried  up» 
and  become  a  livi?ig  Holocaufl  to  the  dii'ine 
Fire  of  Love^  without  the  leaft  Drop  ofCom^ 
fort — Her  Prayer  was  very  extraordinary 
and  intenfe,  and  priviledged  with  a  fupcr- 
natural  Sujpenfion  above  the  Reach  of  Senfr. 
—She  is  in  a  CaJm^  amidft  the  Storms^ 
which  De/erfions,  Ohfcurities^  Aridities^  and 
Defolations  that  furroundcd  her,   endeavoured 

to   raife God's  divifie   Imprefjiom,    and 

Operations  of  the  Spirit,  were  lb  \tTy  fccref, 
that  her  Condition  was  imknoivn  even  to 
herfelf.  For  while  P^e  enjoyed  God,  by  a 
fecret,  but  injenfible  Union,  (he  thought  flic 
did  nothing  but  kneel  like  a  Stock,  or  a 
Stone.  And  though  God  permitted  her 
not  to  fee  what  Jl:c  did,  and  flie  was  totally 
infenfihle  of  what  paffed  between  God  and 
her  Sold, — yet  fhe  had  fuch  a  fecret  Impulfe, 
—Though  flie  thought  God  had  forfaken 
her,  at  the  fame  Ti?ne  flie  enjoyed  her 
Beloved,  whom  Ihe  thought  flie  had  Jofi : 
He  hindering  her  from  having  any  Senfe  of 
this  Union,  and  receiving  any  Comfort  in  it; 
as  he  hindered  his  Humanity  in  the  Garden 
from  the  Beatific  Vifion,  while  Iiis  Soul 
was  excecdifig'y  for r awful. — Her  Corpfe  re- 
tained a  fmiitng^  Cnunteuance  after  her  jDc'- 
parture,  and  expreffcd  her  Joy.'* 

What  a  lively  Pattern  have  we,  in  thefe 
two  Inftances,    of  Meihodijliid  fcfuitifm^^ 
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We  fee  hou  ea/ily  two  Sifters  of  a  Jljalloi!) 
Capacity^  melancholy  'Temper^  and  enthiifiaftic 
Turn,  are  made  a  Prey  to  crafty  Seducers : 
and  that  the  taking  a  fpiritual  Delight  in 
reading  the  Legends  of  the  Sai?2ts,  and 
other  Popiftj  Books  (recommended  by  Me- 
thodift  Teachers  to  Proteftants)  —  is  being 
half  Way  over  Sea  already.  And  what 
good  Perfon  csin,  without  fome  Degree  of 
Indignation,  fee  the  Weaknefs  and  Misfor^ 
tunes  of  human  Nature  made  a  Handle  for 
Seducement?  How  dextroufly  doth  an 
Angel  convey  an  Afjurance  from  Heaven 
through  a  Chink  in  the  JVall? — As  eafily  as 
a  Methodift-Teachcr  can  through  a  Crack  in 
the  Brain.  Who  will  not  obferve  from 
what  Model  our  new  Difpenfation  is  taken  ? 
*'  Through  the  VVildernefs-State  of  Doubts 
and  Fears ;  a  Cold?iefs,  and  fenfelefs,  un- 
afFeded  Heart,  even  at  the  Holy  Communion ; 
Horrors,  Dryncfs,  Defolation ;  —  through 
Intervals  of  Light  and  Darknefs^ — into  Im- 
prefjlons.  Feelings,  Infpirations,  Communis 
cations  with  God,  PerfeBion,  Deiformity, 
^ndU?2ion.'*  Hence  hath  been  learned  *Whe 
Benefit  and  Neceffity  of  fpiritual  Defertioft 
and  Defpair  ; — the  driving  People,  by  pro- 
per Management,  out  of  their  Senfes,  and 
then  t^.iling  them,  that  in  that  very  Moment 
the  Lord  fefus  enters  into  their  Souls.'' ^ 
If  a  Methodid:  die,  "  Never  did  I  fee  fuch 
a  fine   Corpfe,"    fiys  Mr.   Wcfiey ;  "  Our 

Lord 


( 369) 

Lord    comes   and   perfumes   her  Grave," 
fays  Mr.  Whit, fold. 

Every  Scrap  of  it  is  rank  Jefuitical 
Popery, 

(No.  4.)  ExtraB  from  "  A  Declaration  of 
egregious  Topijlj  Impojlures  in  cajiing  cut 
Devils,  ^c.    By  S.  H." 

This  S.  H.  was  Sam.  Harfnef,  fucccf- 
fively  BiJJjop  of  Chicbejler,  Norivieh,  and 
Archhijldop  of  Tork :  who  Jiath  there  given 
us  "  Copies  of  the  Examinations  and  Con- 
fefjions  of  the  Parties  themfelves,  pretended  to 
be  pofjefed  and  difpoflejjed,  from  the  Records 
in  the  High  CommiJJion  Court.''  Lond.  1603. 

"  About  twelve  Priejis  were  concerned 
in  this  Affair;  all  under  the  Direction  of 
Wejlon,  alias  Edmunds,  the  fcfuit.  They 
publifhed  in  1585,  or  15H6,  a  Book 
of  Miracles,  containing  many  wonderful 
Things  done  by  Virtue  of  Exorcifms,  &c. 
whereby  they  gained  a  great  Number  of 
Profclytes ;  and  wherein  we  fee  the  fulleft 
Proof  of  their  lyitig  JVonders,  and  counter^ 
feit  Zeal 

For  a  particular  Inflance,  they  chofe  the 
Houfe  of  a  trujly  Friend,  whofe  Houfe 
they  faid  was  hau?ited :  and  he  having  three 
Servants  that  were  Proteftants,  upon  thefe 
they  were  to  try  their  Skill,  Accordingly 
B  b  b  the 
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the  wicked  Spirits  made  a  horrid  Racket ; 
blew  out  the  Candles,  except  fuch  as  were 
hallowed  j  turning  every  Thing  iipjide^ 
down-,  and  making  even  the  Priejls  fume  and 
fweat. 

They  convinced  the  Servants  oiiht  great 
Power  of  the  Devil  in  that  Place ;  and  if 
the  Maid  did  but  flip  in  the  Kitchen^  it  was 
the  Devil  who  came,  and  tripped  up  her 
Heels :  becaufe  (he  was  wafhing  afoul  Shirt 
of  the  Prieflsy  which  Was  defigned  to  whip 

the  Devil  cut  of  the  PoJJcJJed. Another 

Time,  the  Devil  flipt  into  Sarah  Williams's 
Leg  :    but  the  Priefl  claps  his  holy  Hofe  on 
the  Place  j   and   makes   him  tumble,  and 
bawl  out,  "  Pull  off:   pull  of     Eaje  the 
poor  Devil  of  his  Pain.'' — The  f acred  Stole 
is   wrapped   about   the   Neck  of   another 
Pofjefjed  ;  which  fo  clofely  begirt  the  Devil, 
that  he  flared,  fumed ,  and  foamed,  as  if  he 
had   been  mad. — They  told  them  ftrange 
Stories  of  the  Fits  of  other  poflejjed  Perfons, 
what  Words  they  fpake,  and  what  Sights 
they  faw  :    how  the  blefled  Virgin,  with  a 
Train  of  cceleflial  Ladies,    came  down   to 
grace  the  miraculous  Cures.     Which  made 
the  wife  SpeSfaicrs  crv  out,  Oh  /  the  Catho" 
lie  Faith  !    Oh  /  fenfclefs  Heretics. 

By  fuch  Means  having  aftonifl:ed  and  con- 
vinced  the  Servants;  the  firft  Thing  they 
order  them  to  do  is,  to  renounce  their  here- 
tical Religion^  be  reconciled  to  the  Pope, 

and 
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and  lolemnly  engage  never  to  leave  Popery. 
And  they  are  rcbaptized^  with  all  the 
ridiculous  Ceretnonies  of  Puff]  Crofs-Puff^ 
Impiiff,  and  Expuff  -^  with  tlie  Application 
of  Salt^  Spitt  c ,  and  Oil,  —  to  their  Lips, 
Nofe,  Eyes,  and  Ears,  &c.  Then  they 
are  dilpojjcjj'td  in  this  Manner.  The  Party 
is  tied  down  in  the  holy  Chair ^  [  Mr. 
JVeJlefs  PofTeiTed  are  commonly  held  by 
four  or  five  flrong  Perfons]  and  drenched 
with  holy  Potions  of  Sad',  Oil,  and  Rue, 
&c.  They  forced  the  Maid  to  drink  large- 
ly of  this  noifome  Potion;  perfuading  her, 
that  it  was  the  Devil  within  her  that  de~ 
tefted  it,  not  her.  Hereupon  Ihe  grows 
fick,  giddy,  and  falls  into  cold  Sweats :  then 
is  fumigated  with  Feathers,  Brinilicfie,  and 
other  Stinks,  in  a  Chajjingdiflj  of  Coals ;  and 
her  Face  held  clofe  to  il:,  till  black  as  a 
Chimney 'Sweeper,  Hence  Rpachings,  Strag- 
glings, Dizzinefs,  Swoojiings,  almofl  Lofs  of 
Senfes,  babbling  Nonfenfe,  ravings  Fits,  Ex^ 
damnations  that  all  th?  Devils  in  Hell  were  in 
her. — They  put  things,  as  little  Knive<,  in 
her  Mouth ;  ftick  Pins  in  lier  Fleflj. — In 
general,  the  Parties,  by  fuch  Management^ 
tumble,  wallow,  foam,  howl,  roll  their  Eyes, 
and  gnajh  their  Teeth ;  are  in  Trances,  fee 
Vtfions,  &c.  When  they  are  thus  fitted 
for  the  good  Purpofe,  the  Devil  in  them 
mufl  be  found,  and  di /lodged :  he  is  hunted 
B  b  b  2  from 
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from   Place   to  Place,    Toe,    Foot,    Leg, 
Thigh,  Hands,  the  moft  nafty  and  fecret 
Parts  i  and  the  holy  Relics  muft  be  applied 
there. 

If  the  Deijil  be  obfiinate^  they  mufl 
chafe^  broil,  burn  him,  and  make  him 
roar :  the  Frieft's  very  Gloves,  Stockings, 
Girdle,  Shirt,  can  fearch  and  roafl  the 
Devil.  But  the  be/!  Exorcifms  are  holy 
Water  J  Potions,  hallowed  Candles,  Brim- 
Jlone,  &c.  which  will  varioufly  torment 
him  ;  efpecially  if  they  add  whipping.  One 
of  the  Patients  confelTed  that  '  (he  did  not 
know  how  it  fared  with  the  Devil-,  but 
was  fure  fie  was  all  black  and  blue,  felt 
grievous  Pain,  and  was  almofi  killed.' 

The  common  Signs  and   Marks    of  a 
Popjfwn  were,  Unwillingnefs  to  fign  them 
with  the  Crofs-j    nor  to  bear  the  Applica- 
tion of  Relics,  nor  the  Gofpel  in  their  Ca/kety 
nor   the    Words   Ave  Mary,  nor  Catholic 
Church,  nor  Prefence  of  the  Priefl.     [The 
like  Signs   are  in     Mr.    Wefleys    Pojjejjed. 
4  Journ.  '*  Trembling  at   the   Na77ie   of  Jejus  -,  — 
p.94— 6*  crying    out,     '   Field  -  Preacher  I     Fields 
Preacher  I    I  don't   like   Field-Preaching.^ 
This   repeated   for   two    Hours    together, 
with  Spitting,  and  all    the  Expreffions  of 
firong  Averfon. — By  Prayer  her  Pangs  in- 

creafe, She  could  not  bear  to  hear  us 

pray,  &c."] 

At 
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At  length  however,  by  the  Force  of 
their  Exorcifms^  they  extorted  the  Truth 
from  the  Devils^  who  confeiTed  their  In- 
Jufficiency  to  withftand  them.  By  this 
Command  ever  De'vils  they   procured  Re- 

vereNce  to  themfeives. Sometimes  the 

Devil  can't  be  expelled,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Trinity,   by  Virtue  of  the  Sacramenfy 
and  the  likej  but  by  the  Power  of  the  holy 
Priejihood  away    he    flies.      Such    is    the 
Dignity  of  their  Office.     [Thus   "  one  of  5  joum. 
Mr.  Weflefs  Poffejed  owned,  that  Church,  P-  8—9. 
Sacravient,  Scripture,  Prayer  profited  no- 
thing ; — but   upon    Mr.    Weflefs  prayings 
he  faid,  *  Now  I  know  God  loveth  me. —  p-  43. 
Now  I  know  thou   art  a  Prophet  of  the 
Lord. — Ay,  this  is  he,  who  I  faid  was  a 
Deceiver,'' — "  The  Devil  is  forced  to  let  a  5  journ. 
Woman,  whom  htpof'ejjed,  be  quiet  while  p-  »6. 
Mr.  Wefley  was  there.     He  had  promifed 
her  fo  ;  and  kept  his  Word.*'] 

Their  Way  of  attacking  Protefiants  was 
this :  *  Their  Hearts  bleed  fjr  Sorrow,  in 
feeing  poor  Creatures  in  this  woful  Plight; 
they  burn  with  Bowels  of  Commiferation  ; 
they  will  lay  down  their  Lives  to  do  them 
good,  and  deliver  them  from  Satan'  [A 
Methodijl  could  not  have  fpoke  more  reli- 
gioujly.] 

They  played  their  Artillery  chiefly  on 
young  Boys  and  Girls  of  fixteen  or  fcven- 

teen  > 
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teen  -, — upon  Perfons  of  a  melancholy  Tem- 
per ;  hypochondriaCy  hyfteric^  or  epileptic 
People ;  and  any  Way  dijlempered^  in  Mind 
or  Body. 

Any  Thing  is  fwallowed  by  thefe.  Devils 
in  the  Shape  of  Cafs^  with  Saucer-eyes,  and 
as  big  as  a  Maftif\  run  upon  their  Heads, 
or  under  their  Coats.  The  'Devil  comes 
in  the  Form  of  IVind,  blows  out  the 
Candle^  or  blows  the  j^Jhes  about  the 
Room ;  in  the  Shape  of  a  Toady  of  a 
Moiifcy  or  a  Drum ;  in  a  Vizard-Majk^  or 
in  the  Habit  of  an  Englijh  Frotejlant 
Minifter. 

The  Devil  to  be  expelled  mull:  go  out  in 
fome  vifible  Fortn ;  and  for  Proof  of  his 
Departure,  mufl  make  a  Hole  in  the 
Window^  or  blow  outtheGxW/^j  get  out 
of  the  Pojjejj'ed's  Ear  in  the  Shape  of  a 
Moiife ;  his  Voice  be  heard  by  the  Cook^  as 
he  fkipped  over  the  Larder;  or  vanifh  up 
the  Chimney  in  the  Shape  of  Smoke:  and, 
to  fhew  what  a  Fright  he  was  in,  muft 
leave  an  unfavoury  Smell. 

For  better  Confirmation y  they  relate  di- 
vers MiracleSy  and  Jloew  others.  The 
Priefi's  facred  Handsy  Thumby  or  Finger y 
having  been  anointed  with  the  holy  Oily 
finnes  forth  as  a  Fircy  or  the  Sun. — The 
Holy  Sacrament  appears  fo  brighty  that  it 
can't  be  looked  upon. — The  Prieft  can  tell 

who 
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who  hath  been  at  Mafs  by  the  Smell — 
Sarah  Williams  is  made  to  confefs,  that  the 
Devil  made  her  drop  her  Beads,  and  un- 
willing to  adore  the  blejjed  He  ft.  She  lay 
paft  all  Senfe  in  a  Trance,  utterly  berea^oed 
of  all  her  Seiijes  at  once.  The  Prieft  no 
fooner  came  near  her,  but  {he  difcerns 
who  he  is  by  the  S}?2ell. — William  Trafcrd 
had  a  Devil  in  him,  that  rebounded  at  the 
Dint  of  the  Prieji's  Breath-,  unable  to 
fland  it. 

The  Bock  of  Miracles,  Accounts  of 
Vifions,  Exorcijms,  and  Numbers  of  Co7t~ 
Verts,  made  a  great  Noife ;  and  put  'Per^ 
fons  in  Authority  upon  muking  hiquiry. 
They  fei zed  (ome  of  the  Perfons  concerned, 
Agents  and  Patients,  who  upon  Exanwia- 
tion,  made  Cofife/fion  upon  Oath  of  all  that 
hath  been  faid,  and  much  more. 

They  feveraily  witnefTed,  *  that  they 
were  feduced,  and  engaged  to  acl  thdr 
rcfpeElive  Parts  in  the  Impoflure,  by  Flat- 
tery, Fear,  loathfome  Potions,  and  Fumiga- 
tions ;  by  Oaths  and  Vows  of  Adherence ;  by 
the  Bond  of  violated  Chajlity : — That  the 
Priejls  told  them  they  would  be  biirnSd 
for  IFretics,  if  they  conjeffed  any  Thing, 
anj  would  go  to  the  Dcvtl;  with  Pro- 
mifes  oi  Favour,  Power,  and  Money,  if  they 
provtd  faitlful. 

They  owned,  that  in  their  Exorcif?ns 
they  would   lav  any  Thing  to  pUale   the 

Tricft; 
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Prieft ',  would  pretend  fometlmes  to  be  in 
Frances i  and  have  Vijions  of  'Purgatory ^  of 
Cbrijiy  and  the  Virgin^  &c.  and  thereby  they 
would  fometimes  avoid  their  intolerable, 
{linking  Fumigations  and  Drinks,  When 
they  complained  of  Tortures  in  their  Ex^ 
orcijms^  the  Prieji  told  them  it  was  the 
Devil  that  put  them  to  fo  much  Pain, 
and  ill  Ufage  ;  and  that  what  they  faid  was 
not  from  themjelves,  but  the  Devil  in  them, 
—  After  being  exorcijed,  they  were  per- 
fuaded  to  declare  that  they  fometimes  fpoke 
in  Greek,  or  Latin ;  of  which  they  never 
faid,  nor  knew  a  Word. — They  were  fo 
manageable,  that  the  Priejl  would  put  his 
Finger  into  one  of  their  Mouths,  in  the 
moft  raving  TrJJeJjicn,  bidding  him  bitt  it, 
if  he  could  :  but  the  Devil  acknowledged 
he  dared  not  bite  it,  bccaufe  it  had  touched 
the  Lord.  The  'Priejis  were  very  cautious 
in  keeping  away  Perlons  of  Senfe,  as  Infidels 
and  Incredulous ',  and  did  not  like  curious 
Beholders,  and  Ajkers  of  impertinent  ^ef~ 
tions',  who,  they  faid,  would  hinder  the 
EffeB  of  the  Operation. 

They  witneffed,  that  divers  Attempts 
were  made  againft  the  Chafttty  of  the 
Maidens :  —  that  one  of  the  Priejls  en^ 
deavoured  to  [educe  Sarah  Williams',  who 
therefore  could  not  bear  his  Company :  but 
he  tells  her,   *  it  is  not  pe^  but  the  Devil, 

who 
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tvho  did  not  like  him.'  And  it  was  the 
De^il  that  tempted  her,  or  any  of  the 
Maids,  to  fay,  they  were  with  Child  by  the 
'Priefls.  When  fhe  had  got  a  Sweetheart^ 
and  intended  to  leave  them,  they  declared, 
that  *  the  Devil  had  been  fo  bufy  with 
her,  had  fo  ferretted  and  torn  the  Tart^ 
that,  whoever  married  her,  fhe  would  never 
have  a  Child.' * — All  of  them  had  their  darling 
Wo77ien^  and  MiJlrcJJes. 

Befides  thefe  private  Comforts,  they  had 
that  of  making  Converts :  and  one  of  the 
Priejis  depofeth,  upon  his  Confcience,  that 
the  Number  of  Converts  could  not  be  lefs 
than  Five  Hundred  in  Half  a  l^ear  j  Induced 
by  their  Miracles,  a  fid  Command  over  Devils, 
All  thefe  w^ere  to  be  ready  at  the  Call,  to 
deftroy  the  ^een,  Government,  and  Pro- 
tejiant  Religion, 

To  this  End,  the  Devils  were  fometlmes 
made  to  give  out  of  the  Mouths  of  the 
PojJeJJed,  that  they  were  going  to  7'ing  jor 
the  %£'£■«;  —  that  they  muft  go  to  Court, 
where  all  were  their  Friends :  —  that  they 
were  obliged  to  attend  a  Protejiant's  Fu- 
neral, m  order  to  carry  him  to  FJelL  And 
they  raifed  fuch  a  Storm  at  the  Man's 
Funeral,  that  his  good  Wife,  rather  than 
go  to  the  fame  Place,  was  ^ooi\  perfuaded 
to  turn  Catholic. 

C  c  c  Another 
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Another  Ufe  they  made   of  Miracles  5 
which  was  to  give  Authority  to  their  pecu  - 
liar    DoSlrines  ^    as    Turgatory,    T^ran[iib-! 
ftantiation^    the  Immaculate  Conceptioji ;    to 
Equivocation  J  the  'Depofing-DoBrine^  -^Ij^f- 
fination^  Stabbing^  &c.  —  And  likewife  to 
gain  Credit  to  a  new  Saint ^  or  Relic  -,  fuch 
as  Sherwin^  Bryan^  Coltam^  and  efpecialiy 
Father  Campian  ;  whofe  Girdle,  which  he 
wore  when  he  went  to  Tyburn ,    was    im 
effeSiual  in  Cajling  out  Devils. 

Some  of  thefe  Examinants  fay,  that  the 
Priejis  intended  to  have  carried  them  off, 
before  they  were  apprehended;  but  were 
difappointed.  They  inftrucfted  them  how- 
ever to  lie,  for  [wear,  fay  or  do  any  Thing ; 
all  being  lawful  for  the  Sake  of  the  Church ; 
and  becaufe  they  fhould  not  be  called  be- 
fore lawful  Powers,  or  competent  'Judges, 
as  being  Heretics. 

They  own  too,  that  the  hifluence  of  the 
Priejis  over  their  Converts  was  fo  ftrong 
and  bewitching,  that  it  was  with  the  ut" 
mojl  Difficulty  they  were  brought  to  dif- 
cover  any  Thing,  although  they  knew  all 
to  be  a  Cheat. 

In  Confirmation  of  all  this,  one  of  their 
own  Priefls,  (who  was  taken)  Anthony 
Tyrrel,  declared  upon  Oath,  and  wrote  his 
Confeflion  with  his  own  Hand  ;  '  That 
ihe  Pope,    King   f  Spain,    and  Duke  of 

Guije^ 
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Guifey  were  then  thought  to  have  a  Dcfign 
of  i?ivadirig  Engla?id -,  which  was  to  be 
farther'd  by  the  PrieJIs  in  England^  under 
the  Direction  of  Edinunds^  the  Provincial 
of  the  Jefuits-y  who  faid,  that  his  Exoj'cijms 
would  make  the  Devils  themfelves  confefs, 
that  their  Kingdom  icas  near  at  an  End, — 
As  touching,  fays  he,  the  Difpojj'ejfions  of 
the  Parties,  their  F//J,  Trances^  andVifions^ 
divers  Difcoiirfcs  were  penned  ;  among 
which  I  myfelf  (Tyrrcl)  did  pen  one. — We 
that  were  PricJls  wt-re  thereby  greatly  7nag- 
nified  hy  Catholics ^  SciJmaticSy  and  lijcak 
Protejlants ;  and  there  was  fcarce  any 
Thing,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  we  could  not 
have  wrought  upon  our  Converts  to  at- 
tempt.— And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  other  Examiiiants  have  depofed  the  Truth 
in  the  Points  belonging  to  their  PoJJeJion 
and  DifpofJt'JJion.' 

In  fhort,  Tyrrel  difcovered  the  lahcle 
Myftery^  and  ihcwed  how  eafy  it  nvas  to 
impofe  upon  young  and  weak  People. 

Some  of  the  Criminals  jied ;  fome  were 
taken  ;  and  Ballard^  Babington^  and  others, 
were  executed'* 

And  fhall  we  not  yet  difcern,  what  Sort 
of  Lambs  live  among  us  Wolves^  Shall  we 
never  be  upon  our  Guard  againft  pretended 
Miracles^  Exorcifms,  and  Cheats  f  A  gain  ft 
anv  fpccious  Impoftor^  carrying  a  Pope  in 
his  Belly  ? 

Laccoon 
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Lao  coon   ardens  fiumnd  decurrit  ab  arce  : 
Et  procul,  O  tnijeri^  qua  tanta  injania,  cives  ? 
Credifis  aveBos  hoftes  ?  Sic  notus  JJlyjjh  ? 
Aut  hoc  inchiji  ligjio  occultantur  Achivi  ; 
Aiit  hcec  in  nojhosfabricata  ejl  machina  fimros, 
lnfpc5iiira  domosy  venturaq-y  defiiper  urbi : 
Aut  aliquis  latet  Error. — 
Sicfatus^  lalidis  ingentem  inribus  hajiam 
Contorf.t.    Stttit  iila  trenwis^  iiteroq-^  recuffb 
Infonuere  cava^  gemitumq-y  dedere  cavernce. 


ERRATA. 

R  E  F  A  C  E,  Page  viii.   Line  26.    for  cummimkatvig 
read  communicating. 
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Line  20,  after  dtfartet^,   add  ", 
10,  in  the  Margin  add,  5  Journ.  p.  91-- . 
26.  in  the  Margin,  for  Germn  read  Serran. 
10,  for  njce  read/^f. 
26,  after  all,  dele  ". 
25,  after  Mcfage  for  ( . )  put  ( ;). 

23,  after  Cotijhit,  add  ". 
8,  ior  fourteen  Hundred  read  tn^o  Hundred. 

24,  after  Vehemence,    add  ". 
23,  for  Iris  read  Ifis. 

25,  and  28,  for  Ren;enius  read  Rcvenius. 
28,  for  Stelitentic  read  Steliteutic. 

in  the  Margin,  for  PoJJic  read  Poetic, 

17,  iov  fepcrate  rciiAfeparate. 
n  the  Margin,  dele  ALtern.  Renat. 
n  the  Margin,  for  Prohrcpt  reall  Protrept. 

28,  after  more,   add  Pagans. 

19.  for  Mifiagogue  read  Myjlagogue. 

21,  after /)i7/Ar,   add]. 

17.  for  tinder  takes  read  undertake. 
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ADDENDA 


T  O    T  H  E 


MYSTERIES. 


TH  E  Pagan  Myjieries  being  of  fuch  an 
immoral  Nature,  and  Te?ide?ic)\  it  might 
juftly  be  thought  ftrange,  were  no  Notice 
taken  of  them  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  And 
therefore,  though  fuch  an  Enquiry  might 
carry  us  into  too  great  a  Length,  yet  I  (ball 
not  intirely  pafs  it  over.  There  can  be  then 
little  Doubt,  but  they  are  pointed  out  by  St. 
^aul :  "  It  is  a  Shame  even  to  fpeak  of  thoje 
Tlungs  that  are  done  oj  them  in  Secret ^  And 
where  ChriJVianity  is  termed  the  Myjlery  of 
Godlinefs,  it  is  fet,  I  am  perfuaded,  in  Op- 
pfition^  not  only  to  the  Myflcry  oj  Iniquity 
that  was  to  work  in  the  Chrijiian  IVorldj  but 
likewife  to  the  preceding  M\'fleries  among 
the  Gentiles.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the 
Jpojllc  writcth  in  direct  Oppofitlon  to  the 
D  d  d  ulppear- 
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Appearancei,  Treiences,  and  Impofiiires  of 
Tim.  tJ^Qfe  falfe  Dhinities :  "■  Without  Contro- 
^'  ^  ■  verfy  great  is  the  Myjiery  of  Godlinefs :  God 
was  manifeft  in  the  Fle/Jd^  juftijied  by  the 
Spirit,  feen  of  Angeh,  preached  unto  the  Gen^ 
tiles,  believed  on  in  the  World,  received  up 
into  Glory. ^'  [If  a  Criticifm  I  have  heard  of 
may  be  admitted,  which  inftead  of  'AyyeAojj, 
Angels,  would  put  'Ai^OpojVojj,  Men,  it  feems 
very  agreeable  to  the  Apoftle' s  Climax,  and 
Scope  of  his  Reafoni?2g.'] 

In  the  Old  'Tejlamenf,  Dent,  xxiii.  17. 
(not  indeed  in  the  Hebrew,  but  in  the  Sep- 
tuagint)  after  the  Words,  "  There  flmll  be 
no  Whore, — nor  Sodomites  of  the  Sons  of  J fr  a  el,'' 
we  find  added  Words  of  this  Import, 
"  There  fhall  not  be  an  Initiator,  nor  an 
Initiated,  of  the  Sons  or  Daughters  of  IfraelJ* 
'Tis  poffible  this  additional  Claufe  may  have 
been  inferted  by  the  Seventy,  by  Way  of 
Interpretation  of  the  preceding  Words. 
They  knew  the  Nature  of  the  Myfteries  full 
well  5  and  we  are  led  to  this  Meaning  by 
the  Impurities  forbidden,  and  by  the  Price 
of  the  Dog  in  the  next  Verfe  -,  the  Egyptian 
God  Anubis  being  ufually  figured  with  a 
Dog's  Head.     Edit.  D^/z/V/.  Schol. 

We  may  obferve  alfo,  that  Philo  the  few 
(de   Sacrijic.)  exprefsly   ranketh    the  Prohi- 
bit ion  of  the  Myfteries  among  the  Laws  of 
Edltio      Mofcs.      "  The   Law,    faith   he,    exprefsly 
Mangey^  excludeth  the  whole  of  the  Myfteries,  their 
^*  "  ^    ■  Inckant- 
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Inchantments  and  execrable  ScurrilitieSy  fioni 
the  Holy  Ordinances :  not  permitting  thole 
educated  in  her  Society  to  celebrate  luch 
Heathen  Rites ;  nor,  depending  on  fuch 
myflical  Ceremonies,  to  dilregard  the  Truth; 
and  to  follow  the  Works  of  Night  and  Dark- 
iiefsy  omitting  what  deferveth  the  Light  afid 
the  Day.  Let  none  therefore  among  the 
Dijciples  of  Mofes  either  initiate^  or  be 
initiated:    it  being  equally  wicked  either  to 

teach^    or  to   learn   the    My/lcries. 'Tis 

generally  the  Cafe  with  them,  that  no  good 
Perfon  is  initiated ;  but  Thieves^  and  Pirates, 
and  mad  Gangs  of  abowinable  and  imnwdejl 
Women-,  after  parting  with  their  Money  to  the 
initiating  Priejis  "  Several  of  the  Fathers 
have  taken  Notice  of  the  fame  PafHige  in  the 
Septuagintj  and  explained  it  in  tiie  fame 
Manner. 

For  farther  Proof  of  the  Turpitude  in  the 
J\f)f  cries  of  Ifis  and  Ofiris,  and  that  it  was  fo 
from  the  Beginnings  we  need  only  confult 
Di  odor  us  Si  cuius.  Lib.  i.  "  -^j  being  over-Tditio 
whelmed  with  Grief  for  the  Lofs  of  her^'^°^°"- 
Huflxind  Of.ris^  took  particular  Care  in  dcijy- 
ing  him  to  conjecrate  his  Pudenda ;  which 
flie  ordered  to  be  peculiarly  honoured  and 
adored  in  the  Myjlcries.  hvA  the  fame  holy 
Jnftitution  was  obferved  with  the  fame  Cere-* 
monies,  when  carried  into  Greece  by  Orpheus : 
where  the  common  People,  partly  from  Ig- 
norance, and  partly  from  a  Love  of  the 
D  d  d  2  wrw 
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new  Gody  (PJoallus)  were  very  fond  of  being 
initiated,'' 

Much  more  might  be  collected  (even  from 
initiated  Author s^  however  generally  Jhy) 
concerning  the  infamous  Origin  of  the  Myf* 
teries :  which  I  pafs  over.  But  fhall  add  a 
Word  or  two  from  Jofephus  (contra  Apion  J 
of  the  Sight  of  the  Deities^  which  the  hii^ 
tiated  enjoyed.  The  Account,  which  he 
Lib.  I.  has  from  Manetho^  is  thus.  "  Amenophisy 
c- 26, 3  3.^y|^Q  wanted  a  Pretence  for  driving  the 
IfracUtes  out  of  lEgypt^  had  a  flrong  Defire 
o{ feeing  the  Gods.  This  Defire  he  commu- 
nicates to  a  Perfon  deemed  to  be  a  Partaker 
of  the  Divine  Nature,  on  Account  of  his 
prophetical  Knowledge :  who  told  him,  that 
he  might  have  a  Sight  *of  the  Gods,  if  he 
would  purge  the  Country  of  Leprous  and 
Unclean  People.  And  one  Charcemon  alfo 
pretends  he  hath  a  Dream  from  Ifis  to  the 
fame  Purpofe."  Thus  Calumny  and  Myf- 
tcry  were  imployed  for  expelling  the  true 
WorfAppers  of  the  Deity.  Thefe  pretended 
Diod.  Sic.**  Dreams  from  Ifis  were  the  common  Cant 
p.  21,  22. (^f  the  Initiated -y  and  flie  would  appear  to 
the  Difordcred  in  Mind  or  Body,  and  cure 
their  incurable  Dijlcmpers.''  OruSy  to  whofe 
Iloppinefs  by  Initiation  Amenophis  afpired, 
was  the  Son  of  Ofiris  and  IfiSy  (who  firfl  in- 
fituted  the  Myftcries)  and  confequently  the 
liift  initiated  King;  and  thereby  a  Devotee 

to 
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to    the    Impurities    before-mentioned    from 
Diodorus. 

This  might  lead  us  to  confider  the  Anti- 
qiiity  oj  the  MyJIcries.     For  the  belt   Cbrom^ 
logerSy    particularly   Archbifiop   Ufier,    place 
the  Reign  of  Or  us  in  Egypt  between  one  and 
two  Hundred  Tears  before  the  Times  oiMofcs. 
And  if  Nujnenius  the   Pythagorean   may   be 
depended  upon,  (and  why  fliould  he  not?) 
as  cited   by   Eufebius^  the   Initiating  TritfsPrxpzret. 
were  the  Perfons  that  inftigated  Pharoah  to''^-  9- 
opprefs    and    perfecute   the   Hebrews.      For  ^^' 
having  mentioned  the  Initiations  and  other 
Injiitutions  of  the  Magi  and  Egyptians,    he 
fays,  that  "  fannes  and  "Jambrees,  who  op- 
pofed  .Mojes  [he   calls   him  Mufceus']  when 
the  Jeivs  were  expelled  Egypt,  were  Egypti- 
an  Myfteiy-Priefls,  and  in  high  Reputation 
for  Magic."     Here  we  have  the  fame  Mira- 
cle-Mongers, whom  Mofes  calls  the /i^/y^WdV/,  Exod.  ly. 
the  Sorcerers,  and  Magicians  of  Egypt :  —  A  " ' 
Paffage,  which  does  no  great  Credit  to  the 
Origin  of  the  Myfleries ;   nor   to  our  modern 
Initiators,  who  are  majigUng  the  Gojpel. 

The  Elcufinian  Mxjteries  were  indeed  of 
a  later  Date;  and  yet  were  celebrated  in 
Greece  at  no  great  Diftance  of  Time  from  the 
former.  For  the  fVritcrs  on  the  Arundeliaii 
Marbles  colle(5l  thence,  that  they  commenced 
^[bont  fourteen  Hundred  Tears  before  Chrift\ 
which  is  not  above  ninety  Years  after  the 
Deliverance  from  Eg-^pt  by  MoJes, 

But 
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But  whenever,  or  however,  they  were 
brought  into  Greccey  and  transferred  to  the 
Honour  of  Ce^-es  and  Proferpina,  they  were 
of  the  fa772e  Nature,  and  obferved  with 
equally  chcijie  Ceremonies,  with  thofe  of  Ifis, 
For  (befides  what  has  been  mentioned  al- 
ready of  Jafio7i)  Dicdorus  Sicuhis,  in  his 
Lib.  5.  Account  of  the  Myjleries,  writeth,  "  that 
P-  323—-  Ceres  for  her  Lo've  to  Ja/ion,  to  whom  flie 
was  ufed  to  grant  the  lafi:  Favour,  came  and 
fhevved  herfelf,  v/ith  ether  Deities,  at  the 
Nuptials  of  his  Sifter: — that  indeed  each 
Particular  of  the  Myfteries  was  known  only 
to  xht  hiitiated ',  who  boafted  much  of  the 
Prefence  of  the  Deities,  and  the  isDonderful 
G7id  fiidden  Relief,  which  they  brought." 

One  Contrivance  for  *'  giving  the  hiitiated 

a  Sight  of  the  Divi?iities,  was  by  means  of 

a  Looki72g-glafs,  wherein  none  could  fee  their 

ow?2  Faces,  but  had  a  clear  View  of  the  Gods 

Lib.  8.     a7id  Goddeffes.''     This  we  have  from  Pau/a" 

Pr^par     ^'^'^^  •  ^"^  Eiifebius  relates  the  fame  Thing. — 

lib.2.  c.  J  So  eafily  might  weak  People,  and  under  the 

utmoft  Afto7iipmient ,  be  deluded  by  Figures 

behind  a  Glals,  in  a  proper  Habit  a7id  Pojiiire; 

and   efpecially    by   living   Perfons,   p€rfQ7uit- 

iiig  the  Deities  in  any  Manner  they  thought 

fit. 

As   a   Proof  of  the  Indecejicies,    Sozomen 

Ecd.Hift.  writeth,  "  that  Thcophitus,    BiJJjop  of  Jlex- 

^'^-  ^'     aTidria,  egregiouily  ridiculed  and  expofed  to 

^'    public  View  the  Jbameful  Figures  belonging 

to 
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to  the  Myjleries^  the  Phallus,  Sec.  which  he 
broug^ht   out    of    the   Pagan   Temple.      For 
which  the  enraged  Heathens  raifed  a  Tumult, 
and  ma [f acred  a  great  Number  of  the  Chrijli- 
ans." — Even    the   initiated  'Faufaiiias    (not- 
withflanding   his  ufual    Re/ervednefs^    ibme- 
times  blirts  out  a  httle  too  much,  and  inti- 
mates {omcthmg  Jlj am efu I :  —  *'  as   frequentEditio 
./^gnations ;  —  the  Pronenefs  of  the  rcligious^^'^^"' 
Females  to  Venery ; — a  Mixture  of  the  Oljfce?2e^ig(,[Voo, 
and  Miraculous-,  —  the  Continuance  of  the^zo,  519, 
Eleufinian  Fejlival  for  a  JFeek ;  on  the  third  j^'/^o^o^.; 
Day  whereof  all  Males,  even   the  Dogs,  are 649 j  650. 
excluded;    but   the   next  Day   the   Men  are 
admitted  among  them,  when   they  pals  the 
Time  in  [porting,  and  light  Difcourfe ;  —  the 
Amours  of  Ceres,  of  a   very  fi: range   Kind ; 
with  the  Secrecy  enjoined ;  —  The  Obfcenities 
in  the  Myjleries  of  Cupid,  and  fuitable  Hymns'' 
— A   man  initiated,    and   under  an  Oath  of 
Silence,  could  not  well  have  difcovered  more 
of  the  true  Nature  of  the  My  ft  cries,  and  the 
Reafon  why  they  ought  not  to  be  divulged. 
We  aci  allured  too,    that  one   Day   of  the 
Eleufiman  Fejlival  was  fet  apart  for  the  Rites 
of  Venus  and  Cupid,  and  another  for  thofe  of 
Bacchus :  both  which  were  confelTcdly  beyond 
meafure  abominable.     Nor  will  cur  Opinion 
be    more    favourable,    when    we   remember 
what  Athenceus  writes  ^  "  Apelles  being  ex-Lib.  ts. 
tremely  defirous  of  drawing  a  V/.us  Irom  the 
famous  Phry?2e,  could   find  no  Opportunity 
E  e  e  of 
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of  feeing  her  naked,  without  going  to  the 
Eleujinian  and  Neptunian  Games;  where  fhe 
y?r^/?/)^^  herfelf  in  the  Sight  of  all  the  Men, 
and  went  into  the  Sea  to  wafh  herfelf.    From 
which  Sight  of  the  MyjUcal  Goddejs  he  copied 
his  admirable  Venus  Anadyome,  nfing  out  of 
the   Sea."-r-I  apprehend  therefore  that  no 
great  Strefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  thofe  initiated 
Authors^     who     have     thought    themfelves 
obliged  to  fay  nothing  but  what  was  good  of 
the  Myjieries',  or  have  talked  of  the  Utiity 
of  the  Deity y  as  the  great  Secret  of  them ; 
perhaps  to  avoid  the  Shame  of  being  thought 
Dupes  to  a  Foolery,  or  inquifitive  into  fome-f 
thing  wcrfe. 

But  as  I  agree  with  Mr,  Warburton,  that 
nothing  is  meant  by  Virgil  in  the  Defcent 
of  JEneas  to  Hell,  but  his  Initiation  into  the 
Mxjleries-j  it  may  afford  fome  Light  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  not  only  Mneas,  but  many  other 
ant  lent  Heroes,  recorded  to  have  went  down 
to  Hell,  and  afterwards  to  have  been  deified 
and  tranflated  into  Heaven,  were  all  Knights 
of  the  diinne  Order  of  the  Myjieries,  For 
Inflance,  Bacchus,  Hercules,  Jhefeus,  Gr- 
■pheus,  &c. 

'l^aufanias,  in  his  accurate  Defcription  of 

lb.  TO.   tc  2i  Fainting  by  Folygnotus,  oiUiyf'es  defcend-^ 

'^^'  ^  ■    ing  to  Hell  to  cojifult  the  Frophet  Tirejias,  a- 

mong  other  Figures  takes  particular  Notice  of 

a  Virgin  with  a  Chef  on  her  Knee,  like  that 

ufed  in  the  Myfcries  rf  Ceres -y  and  ofTbcfcus 

and 
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and  Perithous  fit 'nig  en  a  Throne,''  as  was 
ufual  for  the  Initiated. 

In  the  Comedy  cf  Arijlophaiies  called  the 
Frogs^  is  a<Sed  the  Dcjcent  of  Bacchus  to  Ilell^ 
attended  with  Xa?2thias  as  his  Ejquire,  to 
fetch  up  a  ^Poct  fit  to  write  a  Panegyric  on 
the  Myjleries,  But  thus  fays  the  iScbcUajt^ 
(Verfe  357.)  "  It  is  to  be  underflood,  that 
though  he  feems  to  fpeak  of  the  Initiated  as 
in  Hell,  in  reality  he  meaneth  the  Myjicries: 
at  Eleufis ;  that  being  properly  the  Scene  cf 
the  Drama.''  So  that  taking  this  Key  with 
us,  we  are  let  into  the  chief  TranfaBions  and 
Incidents  of  the  Myjieries,  under  the  Cover 
of  Bacchus' s  Voyage  to  the  lower  Regions. 
**  After  due  Preparation,  and  hiJiruSiioji^f^^i^o-^ 
from  one  of  the  Adepts,  and  paying  Charon 
the  Ferryman  his  Fare,  (for  no  Pay,  no  Paf- 
fage)  they  are  ferenaded  by  a  Chorus  of  croak- 
ing Frogs.  [The  Emblems  of  Tapal  Im~ 
foflors.  Rev.  xvi.  13.]  After  pafling  the  H3— . 
black  Ri'-jer,  they  are  terrified  out  of  their  ^9°— - 
Senfes  by  the  Sight  of  Monjlers,  Sei'pents^ 
Hobgoblins,  SpcBres  continually  varying  their 
Forms,  and  other  Apparitions  of  Dcemons. 
They  are  fliewn  the  Dirt,  Mud,  and  Ex- 
(rements,  in  which  the  'Profane  and  Unini^ 
tiated  wallow.  Then  are  invelopcd  in  Dark- 
vefs,  and  are  brought  to  the  very  Gate  of 
Pluto.  Happinefs  however  comes  in  its  Turn,  162: 
and  Serenity  after  a  Storm  :  a  fudden  radiant 
splendor  of  Light  furrounds  them,    and  the 

dreadful 
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3o6,  \s^-dreadful  Spe5ires   vanifh.     They  are  blefled 

with  the  Sight  of  beautiful  Ladies,  and  have 

295—-   the  free  Vje  of  them ;    Harlots,  and  Inftru- 

410—19,  nients  of  Pleafure,    of  both  Sexes :    are   de- 

55°-        lighted    with   So?7gs,    Muftc,    and  Dancijig; 

a^-—    the  My /lie  T'orch^    a?td  ISfight  Revels-,    enter 

371;—.   into  all  Sorts  of  ridiculous,  loofe,  and  objcene 

390—.   j)ij};ourle  ;    all  Manner  of  Clamour,  'Tu?nult, 

''^°'       and  Ribaldry  ;    with  other  facred  Spor tings. 

They  have  a  Converfation  with  Macus,  one 

of  the  infernal  ConfejJ'ors ;  and  are  handfomely 

755.      entertained  by  ^een  Proferpine.    And  Macus 

fairly  acknowledgeth,  that  there  are  few  good 

01  z—,    ^erfons  in  that  Tlace.     There  are  too  Prayers 

and  Hymns   to   Ceres,    and   to   other  firangt 

Deities,  of  a  new  and  peculiar  Stamp'* 

The  Chara&er  given  to  one  of  the  Votaries 
040—.  I  leave  to  fuch  as  2SQfond  of  it.  "  'Tis  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Man  of  Prudence,  who  hath 
his  Senfes  about  him,  and  hath  made  feveral 
Voyages,  always  to  be  turning  himfelf  about, 
and  not  ftand,  like  a  Statue,  in  one  Attitude, 
— I  will  reprehend  him  firft,  that  ye  may 
know  what  a  Boajter,  and  Impojior  he  is  j 
and  how  he  hath  deceived  the  Speilators.'\ 
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